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FOREWORD 

The c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  i s  r i g h t  has been  a d e q u a t e  

m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  me t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

E n g l i s h ,  S o u t h w e s t  Texas S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  A 7 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  

c e l e b r a t i o n  s h o u l d  make t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  s u c h  a  memoi r  more 

a c c e p t a b l e  t h a n  i t  c o u l d  e v e r  be  o u t s i d e  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  and I 

have known f o r  some t i m e  t h a t  one day  I w o u l d  w r i t e  a  m a n u s c r i p t  

c o m b i n i n g  d a t a  o f  r e c o r d  and  my own r e s p o n s e s  t o  some o f  t h e  

p e o p l e  and e v e n t s  o f  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  decades  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r y .  

I w i s h  t o  t h a n k  J a c k  G r a v i t t  who, a s  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  R e s o u r c e  

A s s i s t a n c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  p e r s u a d e d  me t o  w r i t e  an a c c o u n t  a t  l e a s t  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  one as a  d e p a r t m e n t a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  

a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n .  

Thanks  a r e  a l s o  due t o  L.E. D e r r i c k ,  R o b e r t  W a l t s ,  and  Mar -  

t h a  Luan B r u n s o n  f o r  r e a d i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  a n d  h e l p i n g  

me e l i m i n a t e  some i n a c c u r a c i e s  i n  r e p o r t i n g .  I o f f e r  a  s p e c i a l  

o r d e r  o f  t h a n k s  t o  J a c k  Rosenba lm f o r  e d i t i n g  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  and 

s e e i n g  i t  t h r o u g h  r e p r o d u c t i o n  and t o  Jean  J o h n s o n  f o r  some p a i n s -  

t a k i n g  t y p i n g .  

May, 1979 R . H . H .  



EARLY YEARS: THE NORMAL SCHOOL DAYS 

1903-1917  

I f  t h e  S o u t h w e s t  Texas  S t a t e  Norma l  S c h o o l  E n g l i s h  f a c u l t y  

o f  1903  w e r e  n o t  as happy  as  a  B r o w n i e  t r o o p  a t  B a s k i n - R o b b i n s ,  

i t  w o u l d  be m e r e l y  t h a t  t h e  r e s t l e s s  human h e a r t  i s  o f t e n  s l o w  

t o  s a v o r  f u l l y  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  i t  c a n  c o u n t .  

The r i g h t s ,  p r i v i l e g e s ,  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a c q u i r e d  i n  

a t t a i n i n g  a  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  had  been  d u l y  h o n o r e d  i n  t h e i r  

a p p o i n t m e n t s .  The new b u i l d i n g  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w o u l d  t e a c h - - n o w  

O l d  M a i n - - a f f o r d e d  them w o r k i n g  s p a c e  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  b e s t  

t h e n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  w o u l d  

have had  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  s e v e r e  c r i t i c s  o f  e d u c a -  

t i o n a l  b u r e a u c r a c y :  P r i n c i p a l  T.G. H a r r i s  was t o  h a v e  o n l y  a  

p a r t - t i m e  s e c r e t a r y  who w o u l d  a l s o  s e r v e  as  l i b r a r i a n  and as 

a s s i s t a n t  i n  E n g l i s h ;  h e  h i m s e l f  w o u l d  t e a c h  " P r o f e s s i o n a l  Work,"  

t h e  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  o f  t h e  d a y .  I n  t h e  announcemen t  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  a n n u a l  s e s s i o n  b e g i n n i n g  9  S e p t e m b e r  1903,  f o u r  o f  t h e  

s e v e n t e e n  f a c u l t y  l i s t e d  were  a s s i g n e d  i n  E n g l i s h .  Even i f  

c o m p o s i t i o n  s e c t i o n s  m i g h t  be a  l i t t l e  t o o  l a r g e  f o r  t h e  f a c u l t y  

t o  t e a c h  t h e  b e s t  way t h e y  knew how, t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  f e l t  t h a t  

t h e  s t a f f i n g  r a t i o  was f a i r ,  and  s i n c e  m o s t  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  be 

e n r o l l e d  i n  an  E n g l i s h  c o u r s e  e a c h  t e r m  t h e y  w e r e  i n  s c h o o l ,  

t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  was o b v i o u s l y  sound .  I t  may be t h e r e  r e a l l y  w e r e  

some good  o l d  d a y s .  



One may w e l l  assume t h a t  t h e  E n g l i s h  f a c u l t y  d i d  f i n d  o p p o r -  

t u n i t y  and c h a l l e n g e  i n  p r e p a r i n g  s t u d e n t s  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a s  

t e a c h e r s  i n  Texas  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  f o r  t h e  f a c u l t y  r e m a i n e d  i n t a c t  

f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  I t  was c o m p r i s e d  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  J.E. 

B l a i r ,  L i l l i a n  S h a v e r ,  K a t e  E .  W h i t e ,  and L u c y  B u r l e s o n .  A l l  

b u t  B l a i r  we re  l i s t e d  as " a s s i s t a n t  i n  E n g l i s h . "  

By 1913,  when i t  had  become f a s h i o n a b l e  t o  c i t e  o n e ' s  a c a -  

demic  c r e d e n t i a l s  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  M r .  B l a i r  

was c r e d i t e d  w i t h  a  B.S. d e g r e e  f r o m  N a t i o n a l  Normal  U n i v e r s i t y .  

A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  he  was t e a c h i n g  o n l y  i n  t h e  summer s e s s i o n ,  h a v i n g  

somewhat e a r l i e r  a c c e p t e d  a p p o i n t m e n t  as S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

C o r s i c a n a  C i t y  S c h o o l s .  L a t e r  he w o u l d  j o i n  t h e  f a c u l t y  a t  N o r t h  

Texas S t a t e  T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  and 

become D i r e c t o r  o f  E x t e n s i o n .  

K a t e  W h i t e  s t a y e d  a t  l e a s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  summer s e s s i o n  o f  

1912 when she  was s c h e d u l e d  t o  t e a c h  a  c o u r s e  i n  "The L i t e r a t u r e  

o f  t h e  E l e m e n t a r y  Grades . "  

L i l l i a n  S h a v e r ,  a c q u i r i n g  an M . A .  d e g r e e  f r o m  T r i n i t y  U n i -  

v e r s i t y ,  became t h e  f i r s t  member o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  s t a f f  t o  h o l d  a  

g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e .  I n  1916 ,  she  was no l o n g e r  l i s t e d  w i t h  t h e  

E n g l i s h  f a c u l t y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  assuming  d u t i e s  as  Dean o f  Women. 

A t . l e a s t  she  was i n  t h i s  work  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  b e f o r e  Mary  

C a t h e r i n e  B rogden  a r r i v e d  t o  become t h e  new dean  i n  1923.  

Mrs .  B u r l e s o n  w o u l d  r e m a i n  on t h e  s t a f f  as a s s i s t a n t  l i b r a r -  

i a n  u n t i l  1941 and w o u l d  t e a c h  E n g l i s h  p a r t - t i m e  t h r o u g h  1936.  



I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  c o u r s e  l i s t i n g s  were  l i m i t e d  t o  t h r e e :  

"Grammar," " C o m p o s i t i o n  and R h e t o r i c , "  and " L i t e r a t u r e . "  P e r -  

haps t h i s  r e s t r i c t e d  o f f e r i n g  was m e r e l y  a  p h a s i n g  i n  o f  t h e  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  i n  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  c o u l d  e a r n  d i p l o m a s  a f t e r  

t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y  o r  1 s t - a n d  2 n d - g r a d e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  a f t e r  

b r i e f e r  p e r i o d s  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n .  C o u r s e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  was n o t  a  

p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  n o r m a l - s c h o o l  d a y s .  As l a t e  a s  t h e  1915-16  s e s -  

s i o n ,  t h e  c a t a l o g  l i s t e d  o n l y  s i x  numbered c o u r s e s - - t w o  i n  

grammar and l i t e r a t u r e  and f o u r  i n  c o m p o s i t i o n  and l i t e r a t u r e .  

I t  s h o u l d  be remembered t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  

was t h e n  o f  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  e q u i v a l e n c y  and  t h a t  some i n s t r u c t i o n  

was g i v e n  a t  s u b - c o l l e g e  l e v e l .  P r e c u r s o r s  o f  p r e s e n t  c o u r s e  

o f f e r i n g s  may be seen  i n  c o u r s e  t i t l e s  l i s t e d :  " E n g l i s h  L i t e r -  

a t u r e  f rom S h a k e s p e a r e  t o  Thomson," " E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e  f r o m  

Thomson t o  K i p 1  i n g  ," " R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  L i t e r a t u r e , "  

"Advanced  E n g l i s h  Grammar," " C h a u c e r ,  S p e n s e r ,  and  Shakespeare , "  

and "Advanced  E x p o s i t o r y  a n d  A r g u m e n t a t i v e  P r o s e . "  

The s t a t e m e n t  o f  a i m  i n  t h a t  1915 c a t a l o g  has been echoed  

i n  s u b s e q u e n t  numbers t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  u n t i l  q u i t e  r e c e n t  t i m e s :  

The a i m  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  E n g l i s h  w i l l  be  
t o  t r a i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  h a b i t s  o f  a c c u r a t e  t h o u g h t -  
g e t t i n g  and m e t h o d s  o f  e f f e c t i v e  t h o u g h t  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  
and t o  g i v e  h i m  some k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
t h e  1  i t e r a t u r e  and t h e  l a n g u a g e  and  a  f i r s t h a n d  
a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  a  good d e a l  o f  t h e  b e s t  i n  l i t e r -  
a t u r e .  

The s t a t e m e n t  o f  a i m s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  1903 "Announcement  

o f  t h e  A n n u a l  S e s s i o n  . . . B e g i n n i n g  Sep tember  9 ,  1903 . . ." 



h a d  been  m o r e  s p e c i f i c .  The  c o u r s e  i n  g rammar  was d e s i g n e d  

" t o  p u t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  w o r k  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  upon  a  

s c i e n t i f i c  b a s i s  b y  g i v i n g  t e a c h e r s  a  t h o r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  o f  

l a n g u a g e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  a g r e e m e n t , "  " t o  p r o d u c e  g r e a t e r  e f f e c -  

t i v e n e s s  i n  speech , "  a n d  " t o  s e c u r e  m e n t a l  d i s c i p l i n e . "  

A s s u r a n c e  was g i v e n  t h a t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  much a t t e n t i o n  w o u l d  

b e  g i v e n  t o  " c o r r e c t  o r t h o g r a p h y ,  p r o n u n c i a t i o n ,  f o r m s  o f  

e x p r e s s i o n ,  s e n t e n c e  s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  s e n t e n c e  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  as  

w e l l  a s  t o  s e n t e n t i a l  a n a l y s i s . "  L i t t l e  i n  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  

o f  t h e  c o u r s e  w h i c h  was t o  e n a b l e  t h e  s t u d e n t  " t o  u s e  t h e  

m o t h e r  t o n g u e  w i t h  a c c u r a c y ,  c o g e n c y ,  a n d  e l e g a n c e "  w o u l d  

p r o v e  e x c e p t i o n a l  t o  a  t e a c h e r  o f  c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  r h e t o r i c  i n  

t h i s  7 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  y e a r  i f  he  c o u l d  a c c e p t  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  

s u b o r d i n a t i n g  " t h e  c r i t i c a l  s i d e "  t o  " t h e  c r e a t i v e  s i d e . "  

The  e x p r e s s e d  g o a l s  f o r  t h e  c o u r s e  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  e m p h a s i z e d  

t e a c h i n g  a b o u t  1  i t e r a r y  f o r m s ,  a r o u s i n g  t h e  c r i t i c a l  f a c u l t y ,  

a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  b e s t  l i t e r a t u r e .  P r o c e d u r e s  

w e r e  s a i d  t o  be  " r e c i t a t i o n  o f  s e l e c t i o n s ,  r e a d i n g  i n  c l a s s ,  

p r i v a t e  r e a d i n g s  a n d  s t u d y ,  w i t h  o r a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  p r e p a r e d  

themes . . . f r e q u e n t  p a r a p h r a s e s  a n d  c r i t i c a l  p a p e r s . "  

F o r  some i n t e r v a l ,  p e r h a p s  o n l y  a  y e a r ,  H . H . J .  F l i n g  r e p l a c e d  

B l a i r .  G a t e s  Thomas came t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  f o r  t h e  1 9 0 9 - 1 0  s e s s i o n ,  

l e a v i n g  a  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  G a l v e s t o n  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  t o  become 

Head o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h .  Though  s u c h  t i t l e s  w e r e  n o t  

a s s i g n e d  o f f i c i a l  l y  u n t i l  w e l l  a f t e r  t h e  n o r m a l  - s c h o o l  p e r i o d  



and t h o u g h  d e p a r t m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m u s t  h a v e  been r a t h e r  

n e b u l o u s ,  t h e  s t a t u s  was g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d .  L e g i s l a t i v e  

l i n e - i t e m  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  an  o r d e r  o f  p r e c e d e n c e  

i n  a  d e p a r t m e n t ,  one w h i c h  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  s e q u e n c e  i n  

w h i c h  t h e  names o f  d e p a r t m e n t a l  members w e r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  

c a t a l o g .  Thomas had  r e c e i v e d  a  B.S. d e g r e e  f r o m  A u s t i n  C o l l e g e  

i n  1897 and  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  B. o f  L i t .  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas  

i n  1900.  P r o b a b l y  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  a  c l e a r l y - d e f i n e d  

p r o g r e s s i o n  i n  p o s t - b a c c a l a u r e a t e  s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  he  was 

n o t  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  a n  a d v a n c e d  d e g r e e  when i n  1902  he  e n r o l l e d  

as a  s p e c i a l  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o ,  o r  i n  1903  

when he  was a g a i n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  

1922 t h a t  he  t o o k  l e a v e  t o  s t u d y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s o u r i  

and  e a r n  an  M . A .  d e g r e e .  

By 1913 ,  R . C .  H a r r i s o n  and  Thomas E .  F e r g u s o n ,  b o t h  h o l d e r s  

o f  t h e  B.A. d e g r e e  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s ,  h a d  j o i n e d  

Thomas and S h a v e r  t o  make up  t h e  s t a f f  i n  E n g l i s h .  J .E .  B u r k ,  

B.A., S o u t h w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  r e p l a c e d  L i l l i a n  T. S h a v e r  when 

she assumed new d u t i e s  i n  1916 .  

As t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  moved t o w a r d  d e g r e e - g r a n t i n g  a n d  t e a c h e r s -  

c o l l e g e  s t a t u s ,  members o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  f a c u l t y  began  t o  show more  

i n t e r e s t  i n  g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e s .  M r .  H a r r i s o n  was a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  

f i r s t  o f  a  l o n g  l i n e  t o  c o n t i n u e  s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Texas  w h i l e  he was t e a c h i n g  h e r e .  By 1916 he  had c o m p l e t e d  h i s  

m a s t e r l . s  d e g r e e  and M r .  F e r g u s o n  had  e a r n e d  one  a t  H a r v a r d .  



A p p a r e n t l y  F e r g u s o n  r e s i g n e d  i n  1918 .  H i s  r e p l a c e m e n t  was R . A .  

M i l l s ,  B.A., The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s .  B o t h  M i l l s  and H a r r i s o n  

w o u l d  l e a v e  i n  1923  t o  j o i n  t h e  f a c u l t y  a t  t h e  n e w l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

Texas  T e c h n o l o g i c a l  C o l l e g e  i n  L u b b o c k .  

Ga tes  Thomas c o n t i n u e d  i n  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  

i n  June,  1945 .  He i t  was who f o r m e d  t h e  a r c h  l i n k i n g  t h e  n o r m a l -  

s c h o o l  b e g i n n i n g s  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  If h i s  s p i r i t  

and  s t y l e  l i v e  on, i t  w o u l d  n o t  be  b y  a n y  e f f o r t  on  h i s  p a r t  t o  

shape a  f a c u l t y  t o  h i s  m o l d .  On o c c a s i o n s  when t h e  s p i r i t  o f  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  has a s s e r t e d  i t s e l f ,  I am moved t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  

t i e s  w i t h  t h e  p a s t  a r e  c l o s e r  t h a n  we know. 

Once a  fa rm boy ,  he  l i v e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s o i l  and  l o v e d  

g r o w i n g  t h i n g s  w i t h  t h e  same a r d o r  t h a t  he  f e l t  f o r  l a n g u a g e  

and l i t e r a t u r e .  Though h i s  l i t e r a r y  t a s t e  was e c l e c t i c ,  he had 

unbounded e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  f o l k l o r e  a n d  f o l k  s o n g s .  He and h i s  

b r o t h e r ,  W.H. Thomas, a  member o f  t h e  Texas  A & \  f a c u l t y ,  w e r e  

a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Texas  F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y  i n  i t s  e a r l y  d a y s .  The 

f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  F r a n k  D o b i e  f o r m e d  t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  

l i f e ,  and l o c a l l y  " t h a t  p o e t  f r i e n d  o f  Ga tes " '  was h e a r d  o c c a -  

s i o n a l l y  when someone was r e a c h i n g  f o r  t h e  name o f  C a r l  S a n d b u r g .  

He c o u l d  b e  p e r s u a d e d  t o  r e c i t e  "Casey  a t  t h e  B a t "  a n d  e x t e n d e d  

passages  f r o m  J o h n  G .  N e i h a r d t ' s  "The  Song o f  Hugh G l a s s , "  n o t  

t o  m e n t i o n  h i s  r e p e t o i r e  o f  b a l l a d s  o l d  and new. 

B u t  how l a n g u a g e  w o r k s  was a  s u b j e c t  o f  n e v e r - e n d i n g  f a s -  

c i n a t i o n  f o r  h i m ,  an  i n t e r e s t  many a  s t u d e n t  came t o  s h a r e .  H i s  



G e t t i n g  - and Commun ica t ing  T h o u g h t ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1933 as a  num- 

b e r e d  c o l l e g e  b u l l e t i n ,  d i d  much t o  d e f i n e  f o r  b o t h  s t u d e n t s  

and t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o u r s e  i n  f r e s h m a n  E n g l i s h .  

Long b e f o r e  I knew h im,  he had  m a r r i e d  L i l l i a n  Holms 

Johnson,  a  member o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  a r t ,  e n d i n g  a  p e r i o d  o f  

g r e a t  s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  commun i t y  a b o u t  w h i c h  o f  t h e  young  

l a d i e s  i n  t h e  f a c u l t y  G a t e s  w o u l d  l e a d  t o  t h e  a l t a r .  He and 

L i l l i a n  b u i l t  a  dream home a t  809 B e l v i n ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  home o f  

J e r r y  and Ne lwyn  Moore.  They s t a r t e d  w i t h  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a  

s p a c i o u s  l o t  g r a c e d  by  a  s p r e a d i n g  oak j u s t  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t  and 

gave m i n u t e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a l l  d e t a i l s  i n  p l a n n i n g  and b u i l d i n g ,  

even  t o  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r o c k s  u s e d  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  t i m e  

t h e  n a t i v e  t r e e s  and t h e i r  own p l a n t i n g s  gave  t h e  p l a c e  such  

b e a u t y  t h a t  t h e  i m a g i n a t i v e  v i s i t o r  s e e i n g  i t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  

w o u l d  be o b l i g e d  t o  c a l l  up  an a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Eden.  The " l o w e r  

f o r t y , "  as Gates  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  g a r d e n  space  s h u t  o f f  

f r o m  v i e w ,  was t e n d e d  m e t i c u l o u s l y  f o r  t h e  g r o w i n g  o f  p r i z e -  

w i n n i n g  d a h l i a s .  As age o v e r t o o k  h i m  and i t  seemed more and more 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  a d j u s t  t h e  dosage o f  i n s u l i n  he  t o o k  f o r  d i a b e t e s ,  

he f o u n d  g r e a t e s t  s o l a c e  i n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  h i s  f l o w e r s .  

I w r i t e  now a t  t h e  handsome, d o u b l e - p e d e s t a l  w a l n u t  d e s k  

w h i c h  he once u s e d  i n  h i s  s t u d y  a t  home. B e h i n d  me i s  a  r a t h e r  

r o u g h l y - w r o u g h t  p i n e  t a b l e  w i t h  two  rows  o f  p i g e o n  h o l e s  and 

t h r e e  book s h e l v e s  s u p e r i m p o s e d ,  once  a  v a l u e d  p i e c e  i n  t h e  

Thomas f a m i l y  home i n  F a y e t t e  C o u n t y .  B e f o r e  a  f o l d - o u t  l e a f  



d i s a p p e a r e d ,  t h i s  t a b l e  had d o u b l e d  as  t h e  f a m i l y  w r i t i n g  d e s k .  

When l a t e  i n  l i f e  Mrs.  Thomas chose  my w i f e  F r a n c y s  and me 

t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e s e  and a  f e w  o t h e r  p i e c e s  o f  c h e r i s h e d  h o u s e h o l d  

f u r n i s h i n g s ,  s h e  was u n d o u b t e d l y  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  o u t w a r d  and v i s -  

i b l e  s i g n  o f  a  much l e s s  t a n g i b l e  t r a n s f e r  w h i c h  had been 

e f f e c t e d  a  b i t  a t  a  t i m e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  we had been a s s o c i a t e d .  

D u r i n g  t h e  n o r m a l  s c h o o l  y e a r s ,  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  

had expanded r a p i d l y ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  t i m e s .  A s c i e n c e  b u i l d i n g  

added i n  1908  on  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  S c i e n c e  B u i l d i n g  was 

e n l a r g e d  i n  1915.  The b u i l d i n g  p r e s e n t l y  c a l l e d  L u e d e r s  H a l l  

was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1910 as  The L i b r a r y ,  and t h e  b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e  

o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  A r t  B u i l d i n g  was c o m p l e t e d  i n  1912  as t h e  Manua l  

A r t s  B u i l d i n g .  The  B u l l e t i n  f o r  1918-19  c a r r i e d  a  somewhat 

p r i d e f u l  announcement  t h a t  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  B u i l d i n g  was b e i n g  c o n -  

s t r u c t e d  a t  a  c o s t  o f  $85,000,  i n c l u d i n g  f u r n i t u r e  and f i x t u r e s .  

The s c h o o l  e n r o l l m e n t  had i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  356 i n  1905-06*  

t o  668 i n  1916-17.  

When t h e  n o r m a l  - s c h o o l  e n t e r e d  i t s  p e r i o d  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  

t o w a r d  becoming  a  s t a t e  t e a c h e r s  c o l l e g e ,  i t  had a l r e a d y  become 

w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  p r o v i d i n g  an e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  

* T h i s  f i g u r e  i s  t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  o f  e n r o l l m e n t  p u b l i s h e d  
i n  a s c h o o l  c a t a l o g .  
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I n  1917 ,  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  R e g e n t s  

t o  add t w o  y e a r s  o f  c o l l e g e  r a n k  t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o f  S o u t h w e s t  

Texas  S t a t e  Norma l  S c h o o l ,  upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  w h i c h  a  s t u d e n t  

w o u l d  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  B a c h e l o r  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  T r a n s i -  

t i o n  t o  s e n i o r  c o l l e g e  s t a t u s  was r a p i d .  A t h i r d  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e  

w o r k  was added  i n  1 9 1 7 - 1 8  and a  f o u r t h  y e a r  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

s e s s i o n .  

I n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d  t h e  s c h o o l  r e c o g n i z e d  t w o  d i v i s i o n s  

o f  i n s t r u c t i o n - - j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  ( n o r m a l - s c h o o l )  and s e n i o r  c o l l e g e .  

G r a d u a t i o n  u n d e r  a  f o u r - y e a r  d i p l o m a  c o u r s e  o f  a  Texas  s t a t e  

n o r m a l  s c h o o l  o r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t w o  y e a r s  o f  c o l l e g e  r a n k ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  1 5  s t a n d a r d  c o l  l e g e  e n t r a n c e  u n i t s ,  w o u l d  qua1 i f y  a  s t u d e n t  f o r  

a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  s e n i o r  c o l l e g e  p r o g r a m s .  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  " 6 0  

c o l l e g e  u n i t s "  ( s e n i o r  c o l l e g e  s t u d i e s )  was t o  be  as  f o l l o w s :  1 5  

i n  E d u c a t i o n ;  1 2 - 1 5  i n  an a c a d e m i c  m a j o r ;  9  i n  an  a c a d e m i c  m i n o r ;  

and 15 -18  i n  f r e e  e l e c t i v e  s u b j e c t s .  

From 1917 ,  when d e g r e e  g r a n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  was r e c e i v e d ,  t o  

1923, when l e g i s l a t i v e  e n a c t m e n t  changed  t h e  name o f  t h e  i n s t i t u -  

t i o n  t o  S o u t h w e s t  Texas  S t a t e  T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e  a n d  a u t h o r i z e d  

a w a r d i n g  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e s ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

E n g l i s h  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  r a p i d  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  c u r r i c u l u m  w i t h o u t  

i n c r e a s e  i n  p e r s o n n e l .  



Though s e v e r a l  changes i n  s t a f f  o c c u r r e d ,  m o s t  new a p p o i n t e e s  

w o u l d  have r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  t e n u r e .  B u r k  l e f t  i n  1920, p o s s i b l y  

t o  a c c e p t  a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  N o r t h  Texas S t a t e  N o r m a l .  A t  l e a s t ,  I 

knew h i m  t h e r e  i n  1928  when he was s e r v i n g  h i s  l a s t  y e a r  as Dean 

o f  Men and as a  p a r t - t i m e  t e a c h e r  i n  E n g l i s h .  E a r l i e r ,  he  had 

been r e p l a c e d  h e r e  f o r  one y e a r  b y  P e a r l  Mahan, who was r e p l a c e d  

i n  t u r n  by  H e s t e r  Graves ,  B.A. and M.A. f r o m  S o u t h e r n  M e t h o d i s t  

U n i v e r s i t y .  The b u l l e t i n  f o r  t h e  1922-23 s e s s i o n  s p e c i f i e s  pub -  

l i c  s p e a k i n g  as h e r  s p e c i a l t y .  A f t e r  t h e  1923-24  s e s s i o n ,  she  

r e t i r e d  h e r e ,  h a v i n g  m a r r i e d  H e n r y  K i n g ,  a  San Marcan .  She d i e d  

u n t i m e l y  a  f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r .  

When D r .  A l f r e d  H .  N o l l e  came t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  1919 t o  

t e a c h  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e ,  e n r o l l m e n t s  i n  l a n g u a g e s  had d r o p p e d  

so l o w  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  t e a c h  b o t h  German and F r e n c h  and  s t i l l  t a k e  

a  p a r t - t i m e  a s s i g n m e n t  i n  E n g l i s h .  H i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  l a s t e d  o n l y  two  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I n  1923 ,  when A.W. 

B i r d w e l l ,  Dean o f  t h e  C o l l e g e ,  l e f t  t o  become p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

n e w l y - f o u n d e d  S t e p h e n  F. A u s t i n  S t a t e  T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e ,  D r .  

N o l l e  succeeded  h i m  as  dean, a  p o s i t i o n  he w o u l d  h o l d  u n t i l  h i s  

r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1959 .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e n ,  t h e  f i r s t  d o c t o r a t e  o n  

t h e  E n g l i s h  f a c u l t y  was h e l d  b y  one whose m a j o r  i n t e r e s t s  were  

e l s e w h e r e .  I n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  he  w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  t e a c h  i n  E n g l i s h  h a d  been a  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s ,  

g i v i n g  h i m  o c c a s i o n  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  w e l l  beyond w h a t  

he had l e a r n e d  i n  f o r m e r  s t u d i e s .  



M i s s  L o u i s v i l l e  M a r s h a l l ,  B.A., B a y l o r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  M.A., 

C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  was a l s o  a  member o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  f r o m  1 9 2 2  

t o  1924 ,  b u t  o v e r  t h e  f i r s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  t h e  f a c u l t y  p o s i t i o n s  

a l l o t t e d  t o  E n g l i s h  n e v e r  e x c e e d e d  t h e  f o u r  p l a c e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  

i n  t h e  f i r s t  f a c u l t y .  

'The b u l l e t i n  f o r  1 9 1 9 - 2 0  r e f l e c t s  t h e  c u r r i c u l a r  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o f  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t i n g s :  " A d v a n c e d  

C o m p o s i t i o n , "  " H i s t o r y  o f  E n g l i s h  S y n t a x - O l d  E n g l i s h , "  " H i s t o r y  

o f  E n g l i s h  S y n t a x - M i d d l e  E n g l i s h , "  " T h e  Drama B e f o r e  S h a k e s p e a r e , "  

" S h a k e s p e a r e , "  " M o d e r n  Drama," a n d  " T h e  T e a c h i n g  o f  E n g l i s h . "  

I f  one  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  s u r p r i s e d  b y  t h i s  c h o i c e  o f  a d v a n c e d  

c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s ,  i t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  b y  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  c o u r s e s  

i n  O l d  a n d  M i d d l e  E n g l i s h  i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  p r o g r a m  

o f  s t u d i e s .  T h e y  w e r e  d r o p p e d  a f t e r  a  y e a r  o r  t w o .  T h a t  t h e y  

w e r e  e v e r  t r i e d  i s  p r o b a b l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  

O l d  E n g l i s h  s c h o l a r ,  M o r g a n  C a l l a w a y ,  J r . ,  l o n g - t i m e  c h a i r m a n  o f  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  a t  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s .  As l a t e  

as  1930 ,  u n d e r  h i s  i n f l u e n c e ,  t h e  p o l i c y  s t i l l  p r e v a i l e d  o f  

r e q u i r i n g  s i x  s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  i n  O l d  a n d  M i d d l e  E n g l i s h  f o r  u n d e r -  

g r a d u a t e  E n g l i s h  m a j o r s  a n d  f o r  t h e  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  who h a d  

n o t  had  c o m p a r a b l e  c o u r s e s  a s  u n d e r - g r a d u a t e s .  W h e t h e r  t h e  

e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  j u s t i f i e d  o r  n o t ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  t h a t  a  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  p r e c e d e n t  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  

c u r r i c u l u m  p l a n n i n g  h e r e ,  t h i s  i n f l u e n c e  b e i n g  s u p e r c e d e d  o n l y  

b y  j u d g m e n t s  o n  o c c a s i o n  o f  w h a t  w o u l d  b e  b e s t  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  



a  t e a c h e r  o f  E n g l i s h .  

The c o u r s e  l i s t i n g s  i n  t h e  c a t a l o g  f o r  1923-24 ,  t h e  f i r s t  

y e a r  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  c o l l e g e  s t a t u s ,  r e f l e c t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

d e p a r t m e n t a l  e f f o r t s  t o  d e v e l o p  g e n r e  c o u r s e s  and t o  c o v e r  t h e  

l i t e r a r y  p e r i o d s  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  o f  Chaucer .  Added were  c o u r s e s  

i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  n o v e l ,  modern  E n g l i s h  p o e t r y ,  A m e r i c a n  p o e t r y  

o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  A m e r i c a n  p o e t r y  s i n c e  1900,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

s h o r t  s t o r y ,  drama o f  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n  and e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

M i l t o n ,  and E n g l i s h  and t h e  B i b l e .  I c a n n o t  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e l -  

a t i v e  emphas is  on drama w h i c h  p r e v a i l e d  f o r  some t i m e .  

A f e w  f a c u l t y  a p p o i n t m e n t s  w o u l d  be  made f o r  s h o r t  t e n u r e ,  

b u t  t h e  f a c u l t y  as  I knew i t  f i r s t  more  t h a n  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  

was g r a d u a l l y  b e i n g  assemb led .  G a i l  S l e e t h ,  B . A . ,  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  Oklahoma and M . A . ,  L e l a n d  S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  f r o m  1923 t o  1926;  F a n n i e  E a l e s  H u n e w e l l ,  f r o m  1926 

t o  1932; J.W. Dunn, f rom 1926 t o  1930;  and L . E .  G o s s e r ,  who had 

j u s t  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  d o c t o r a t e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o ,  i n  

1927-28 .  

D o r a  G .  N e t t e r v i l l e  came t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  1922  and c o n -  

t i n u e d  i n  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  u n t i l  h e r  d e a t h  i n  1944,  The w idow 

o f  a  c l e r g y m a n ,  she  was q u i t e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  h e r  w o r k .  R e l a -  

t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g ,  she had 1  i t t l e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  h e r  c o l l e a g u e s ,  

b e i n g  much e u g r o s s e d  i n  h e r  f a m i l y - - a  d a u g h t e r  who was s t u d y i n g  

t o w a r d  a  d e g r e e  and t w o  g r a n d d a u g h t e r s .  H e r  g r e y i n g  h a i r  r e t a i n e d  

t i n t s  o f  r e d .  She was t a l l  and w o u l d  have  been s t a t e l y  i n  



c a r r i a g e  b u t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  she  was l a m e  and  w a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  

a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a  cane .  I t  was known g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  s h e  was n o t  

i n  t h e  b e s t  o f  h e a l t h ,  b u t  h e r  d e a t h  as  s h e  s a t  a t  h e r  d e s k  i n  

h e r  o f f i c e  o n  March  9,  1 9 4 4 ,  was m o s t  u n e x p e c t e d .  

Though M a r y  C a t h e r i n e  B r o g d e n  was Dean o f  Women when s h e  

came t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  1924 ,  s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  some i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

d u t i e s  i n  E n g l i s h  f o r  a b o u t  t w e l v e  y e a r s .  L.N. W r i g h t  and  L.E. 

D e r r i c k ,  added  i n  1925  and 1926 r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  w o u l d  s t a y  t o  

become m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  The  f a c u l t y  

as I knew i t  when I came i n  1937 had been r o u n d e d  o u t  w i t h  t h e  

a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  Sue T a y l o r  i n  1926 and D . A .  S n e l l i n g s  i n  1927.  

The i n t e r v e n i n g  d e p r e s s i o n  d e c a d e  had b r o u g h t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  s t a b i l i t y  i n  f a c u l t y  i t  had  known s i n c e  1912 .  

T.A. N i c h o l s ,  who began h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o l l e g e  

as  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  had  p a r t - t i m e  a s s i g n m e n t s  i n  Eng- 

l i s h  f o r  some y e a r s  i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s .  The p o s i t i o n  I came t o  

f i l l  had  been  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  p a r t  t o  g i v e  N i c h o l s  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  t e a c h  f u l l - t i m e  i n  b u s i n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

L e o n a r d  W r i g h t - - t h e  "Deacon"  n i c k n a m e  was t o  come l a t e r - -  

b r o u g h t  a  v i t a l i t y  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  t h a t  w o u l d  p r o v e  an a c t i v a t i n g  

a g e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o l l e g e  and  c o m m u n i t y .  He had  s t u d i e d  a t  

W e s t m i n s t e r  C o l l e g e  and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s o u r i  and had t a u g h t  

i n  M i s s o u r i  s c h o o l s  b e f o r e  coming  t o  t h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t .  A f t e r n o o n  

c o u r s e s  and some summer s c h o o l  e n r o l l m e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Texas  w o u l d  e a r n  h i m  a  d o c t o r a t e  i n  1 9 3 9 .  He was t h e  b e s t  



c l a s s i c a l  s c h o l a r  on t h e  E n g l i s h  f a c u l t y  and p r o b a b l y ,  w i t h  t h e  

e x c e p t i o n  o f  E . O .  T a n n e r ,  t h e  b e s t  on t h e  f a c u l t y  a t  l a r g e .  

B u t  h i s  s t r o n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r e s t s  were  b l e n d e d  w i t h  a  z e s t  

f o r  l i f e  and commi tment  t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  He spon-  

s o r e d  t h e  H a r r i s  B l a i r  m e n ' s  s o c i a l  c l u b ,  -- The S t a r ,  and - The 

Pedagoq, w r o t e  p o e t i c  s c r i p t s  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  w a t e r  p a g e a n t  a t  

S e w e l l  P a r k  and t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  G a i l l a r d i a n s  c e r e m o n i e s ,  

b r o a d c a s t  f o o t b a l l  games, h e l p e d  c o n d u c t  t r a c k  m e e t s  and t h e  

v a r i o u s  o t h e r  i n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  l e a g u e  e v e n t s  o c c u r r i n g  on campus 

each  y e a r ,  and l e n t  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  C o l l e g e  P l a y e r s  p r o -  

d u c t i o n s ,  w h i c h  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Monroe L ippmann  had 

become o u t s t a n d i t i g  examp les  o f  a  new l e v e l  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  

c o l l e g e  t h e a t e r .  

I t  was L ippmann  who c o i n e d  t h e  n i c k n a m e  "Deacon"  a f t e r  an 

e v a n g e l i s t ,  i n  t o w n  f o r  a  r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l ,  had t a k e n  o c c a s i o n  

i n  a  sermon t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  o r t h o d o x y  o f  P r o f e s s o r  

W r i g h t  and P r o f e s s o r  S p u r g e o n ' S m i t h  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  

l e c t u r e s ,  as r e p o r t e d  t o  h i m  by  a  s t u d e n t .  The name s t u c k ,  and 

t w e n t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  p e o p l e  o v e r  a  w i d e  a r e a  who m i g h t  have  had 

d i f f i c u l t y  i d e n t i f y i n g  L.N.  W r i g h t  knew t h e  Deacon f a v o r a b l y .  

I n  t o w n  Deacon sang i n  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  c h o i r - - t h i s  p r o b a b l y  

an o b l i q u e  commentary  on  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  m u s i c  o f  t h e  t i m e  a t  

t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  b a r b e r  shop q u a r t e t  

w h i c h  needed l i t t l e  p e r s u a s i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  m u s i c a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  

on any p rog ram,  and i n  a n o t h e r  q u a r t e t  w h i c h  P e n n i n g t o n ' s  F u n e r a l  



Home c a l l e d  i n t o  s e r v i c e  f rom t i m e  t o  t i m e .  F i r s t  i n  t h e  K i w a n i s  

C l u b  and t h e n  i n  t h e  L i o n s ,  he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  c l u b  

p r o j e c t s .  F o r  a  n i n e - y e a r  p e r i o d  he s e r v e d  on t h e  C o u n c i l  and 

as S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Con fe rence  o f  C o l l e g e  T e a c h e r s  o f  E n g l i s h  

w i t h  o n l y  t o k e n  h e l p  f rom a  p a r t - t i m e  s t u d e n t  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  h i s  

work  as Cha i rman  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h ,  w h i c h  o f f i c e  he 

assumed i n  1945.  

Even w i t h  h i s  t e a c h i n g ,  s t u d i e s ,  and v a r i e d  s e r v i c e  r o l e s ,  

he and Mrs .  W r i g h t  l e d  an a c t i v e  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  and he  c o u l d  

a l w a y s  f i n d  t i m e  t o  h u n t  i n  d e e r  season  and t o  f i s h  a t  P o r t  

A ransas ,  R o c k p o r t ,  o r  P o r t  Lavaca  on h o l i d a y s .  A f t e r  he  com- 

p l e t e d  h i s  d o c t o r a t e ,  he became l o c a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  f o r  The 

A u s t i n  A m e r i c a n ,  a  r o l e  he e n j o y e d  t h o r o u g h l y  b o t h  f o r  t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n v o l v e d  and f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  t h e  c o l l e g e  

and c i t y  b e t t e r  c o v e r a g e  i n  an a r e a  newspaper .  I n  s o  many ways,  

he was o u r  b e s t  examp le  o f  a  modern e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  R e n a i s -  

sance man. 

L.E. D e r r i c k  a r r i v e d  f r e s h  f r o m  h i s  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s  

a t  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas and i n i t i a l  t e a c h i n g  and  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  o f  Sherwood,  n e a r  San A n g e l o .  

He had grown up i n  a  r a n c h  s e t t i n g  n e a r  S w e e t w a t e r ,  h i s  f a m i l y  

h a v i n g  come t o  Texas f r o m  Oklahoma w h i l e  he was s t i l l  y o u n g .  

~ i v i n ~  i n  town  i n  t h e  home o f  a  S w e e t w a t e r  p h y s i c i a n  t o  c o m p l e t e  

h i s  h i g h  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n ,  he had had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o b s e r v e  

and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  v a r i e d  a s p e c t s  o f  commun i t y  l i f e  i n  a  s e t t i n g  



f a i r l y  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  w e s t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i .  

He came t o  m a t u r i t y  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  and k n o w l e d g e a b l e  

i n  many s k i l l s  n o t  t o  be a c q u i r e d  b y  b o o k - l e a r n i n g ,  as t h e  f o l k s  

back  home m i g h t  say .  

From t h e  f i r s t ,  t h e  D e r r i c k s '  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  

n o t a b l y  good,  l i k e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  W r i g h t s - - t h e  s o r t  t h a t  made many 

o f  t h e i r  o n e - t i m e  s t u d e n t s  become t h e  m o s t  1  o y a l  and v a l u e d  1  i f e -  

t i m e  f r i e n d s .  P i c t u r e ,  i f  y o u  w i l l ,  Lyndon  B .  J o h n s o n ,  t h e n  t h e  

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  c h a n g i n g  t h e  warm h a n d c l a s p  

and o c c a s i o n a l  a r m - a r o u n d - t h e - s h o u l d e r  g r e e t i n g  f o r  p e o p l e  f i l i n g  

b y  f o r  a  momen t ' s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  g r e a t n e s s  t o  whoops o f  j o y  and a  

b e a r - h u g  w h i c h  l i f t e d  t h e  s m a l l e r  D e r r i c k  f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d  and 

swung h i m  i n  a  h a l f - c i r c l e .  B u t  I r e f e r  p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  t h e  

c o u p l e s  who came t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  f o r  week-end v i s i t s ,  t h e  

f o r m e r  s t u d e n t s  who w o u l d  n e v e r  come t o  t o w n  w i t h o u t  p a y i n g  a  

c a l l ,  and t h e  many who w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e k  h i s  c o u n s e l .  

As t i m e  w e n t  on ,  h i s  f a c u l t y  c o m m i t t e e  a s s i g n m e n t s  c a r r y i n g  

g r e a t e s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  became ones r e q u i r i n g  more  t h a n  o r d i n a r y  

a p t i t u d e  f o r  b u s i n e s s  managemen t - - the  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,  A t h l e t i c  

C o u n c i l ,  and  A l l i e d  A r t s  Commi t tees .  H i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  com- 

m u n i t y  l i f e  i n c l u d e d  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  i n  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b ,  t h e  

H o s p i t a l  B o a r d ,  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ,  t h e  

M a s o n i c  Lodge,  t h e  Hays C o u n t y  T e a c h e r s  C r e d i t  U n i o n ,  and t h e  

F i r s t  F e d e r a l  S a v i n g s  and Loan  A s s o c i a t i o n .  He came t o  be an 

i m p o r t a n t  l i n k  be tween  t h e  c o l l e g e  and t h e  b u s i n e s s  commun i t y .  



I n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  he was t o  have m a j o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

c o u r s e s  i n  A m e r i c a n  l i t e r a t u r e  and t o  t e a c h  S h a k e s p e a r e  w i t h  

g r e a t  r e g u l a r i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  1940 ,  when he c o m p l e t e d  

h i s  Ph.D. a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas w i t h  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  con -  

c e n t r a t i o n  o f  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  t w o  f i e l d s .  

W i t h  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  1954 t o  t h e  c h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t ,  he began a  s e v e n t e e n - y e a r  p e r i o d  i n  w h i c h  he  c a r r i e d  

an e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  and man- 

agement o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  I n  1958 he became Dean o f  

t h e  G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l ,  an o f f i c e  he h e l d  u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  

1971,  t h o u g h  he assumed a d d i t i o n a l  d u t i e s  as V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  f o r  

C o l l e g e  A f f a i r s  i n  1965 and s e r v e d  m o s t  o f  1968-69  as A c t i n g  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e .  The m a j o r  emphases o f  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  

were  a l w a y s  on a  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  i n s t r u c t i o n  and 

an e q u i t a b l e  and r e s p o n s i b l e  u s e  o f  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  

I t  was h i s  f o r t u n e  t o  e x e r c i s e  a  s t r o n g ,  s t a b i l i z i n g  

i n f l u e n c e  i n  some c r u c i a l  y e a r s .  And w h a t  he d i d  f o r  t h e  c o l -  

l e g e  as a  w h o l e  he  a l s o  d i d  f o r  me i n d i v i d u a l l y  as c o l l e a g u e  

and f r i e n d .  I s h a l l  n e v e r  have  a  b e t t e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  acknow- 

l e d g e  p u b l i c l y  my g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  he has g i v e n  me 

t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  H e l p i n g  me t o  d e v e l o p  a  s i m p l e  s y s t e m  o f  

b o o k k e e p i n g  f o r  p e r s o n a l  b u s i n e s s ,  he e n a b l e d  me t o  make my 

f i r s t  o v e r - d r a f t  a t  a  l o c a l  bank a l s o  my l a s t .  And much l a t e r  

h i s  and h i s  w i f e  Tommy's t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  my 



f a m i l y  and me t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r  i n  w h i c h  I w r e s t l e d  a  h o r r e n d o u s  

d e p r e s s i o n  gave ample  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  u n q u a l i f i e d  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  

commi tment  and p o s s i b l y  t h e  e x t r a  s o m e t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n a b l e  

me t o  p u l l  t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n .  

L i k e  m o s t  o t h e r  new f a c u l t y  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  D . A .  S n e l l i n g s  

was emp loyed  b e f o r e  he  had f i n i s h e d  h i s  d o c t o r a l  s t u d i e s .  The 

a p p o i n t m e n t  e n a b l e d  h i m  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  g r a d u a t e  w o r k  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas  and i n  1935 t o  become t h e  f i r s t  D o c t o r  o f  

P h i l o s o p h y  i n  E n g l i s h  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  s a v e  f o r  D r .  G o s s e r ' s  

b r i e f  s t a y .  He was a  b i g  man who moved and  t a l k e d  s l o w l y  and 

t o o k  h i s  e x e r c i s e  i n  l e i s u r e l y  s t r o l l s  a b o u t  t o w n .  C i g a r  

smok ing  seemed t o  be h i s  o n l y  s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e ,  and he e n j o y e d  

h i s  smok ing  i n  peace  u n t i l  Alnia L u e d e r s  came t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

and was a s s i g n e d  o f f i c e  s p a c e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  h i s  o f f i c e  o n l y  by  

a  p a r t i t i o n  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  r e a c h  t o  t h e  c e i l i n g .  A f t e r w a r d s ,  

he m e r e l y  e n j o y e d  s m o k i n g ,  t h o u g h  p e r h a p s  n o t  w i t h  t h e  r e g u -  

1 a r . i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  f o r m e r  d a y s .  

He l o v e d  h i s  Chaucer  and S h a k e s p e a r e  c o u r s e s  b e s t .  S t u -  

d e n t s  a1 ways r e s p o n d e d  t o  h i m  f a v o r a b l y  when, r e a d i n g  humorous 

passages  f r o m  Chaucer  o r  f r o m  S h a k e s p e a r e  comedy, he w o u l d  

b r e a k  o u t  i n t o  l a u g h t e r  and have t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  f i t  t o  s u b s i d e  

and w i p e  h i s  eyes  b e f o r e  he c o u l d  p r o c e e d .  And m o s t  s t u d e n t s  

were  s y m p a t h e t i c  w i t h  h i m  as  he e x h i b i t e d  t h e  awkwardness  o f  

embar rassmen t  i n  h i s  m a n e u v e r i n g  t o  s k i p  bawdy passages  i n  t h e  

t e x t - - e v e n  some n o t  so bawdy, f o r  h i s  s e n s e  o f  p r o p r i e t y  was 



e x a c t i n g .  I am n o t  s u r e  j u s t  how he  r e s p o n d e d  t o  B y r o n ,  b u t  

he  t a u g h t  t h e  R o m a n t i c  p e r i o d  w i t h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s u c c e s s .  

Sue T a y l o r ,  a  San M a r c a n ,  t o o k  h e r  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  a t  S o u t h -  

w e s t  T e x a s  S t a t e  a n d  h e r  m a s t e r ' s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  

b e f o r e  j o i n i n g  t h e  E n g l i s h  f a c u l t y  i n  1 9 2 6 .  E a r l y  s h e  c l a i m e d  

c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e  as  h e r  p r o v i n c e  a n d  a c h i e v e d  e m i n e n c e  i n  

t h e  f i e l d  b e f o r e  many c o l l e g e s  g a v e  i t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  i t  d e s e r v e s ,  

a t  t i m e s  t e a c h i n g  o t h e r s  who w o u l d  i n  t u r n  become t e a c h e r s  o f  

t h e  s u b j e c t .  A t  a  t i m e  when d e p a r t m e n t a l  1  i b r a r y  b u d g e t s  w e r e  

m o d e s t  i n d e e d ,  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c h i  l d r e n l s  b o o k s ,  made u n d e r  

h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  was a  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  s h e  i n v e s t e d  

f r e e l y  i n  b u i l d i n g  a  p e r s o n a l  l i b r a r y  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  l i b r a r y  

h o l d i n g s .  She, l i k e  h e r  c o l l e a g u e s ,  was i n v o l v e d  h e a v i l y  i n  

s t u d e n t  a f f a i r s .  F o r  many y e a r s  t h e  S h a k e s p e a r e  L i t e r a r y  

S o c i e t y  seemed h e r  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t  and  f a r e d  w e l l  u n d e r  h e r  

g u i d a n c e .  

F r a n c y s  a n d  I t h r o u g h  a  r e s i d e n c e  o f  some m o n t h s  i n  t h e  

T a y l o r  home a c q u i r e d  some c r e d e n t i a l s  a s  members o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  

T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  and ,  a f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  an  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d  i n  w h i c h  

Sue and  I s h a r e d  an  o f f i c e  p r o v i d e d  a m p l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  u s  t o  

d i s c u s s  d e p a r t m e n t a l  a n d  c o l l e g e  n e e d s  a n d  i n i t i a t e  one  p r o -  

p o s a l  o r  a n o t h e r ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  r e s p e c t f u l  a t t e n t i o n  

and  some o f  w h i c h  w e r e  t r i e d  w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  s u c c e s s .  

I remember  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t w o  a t t e m p t s  we made t o  m e e t  t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h a l l e n g e  t o  a c h i e v e  a  new o r d e r  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  



i n  i n s t r u c t i o n .  The f i r s t  was d e s i g n e d  t o  t u r n  d o r m i t o r y  and 

d i n i n g  room d i s c u s s i o n s  t o  t o p i c s  o f  more t h a n  o r d i n a r y  i m p o r -  

t a n c e .  A l l  b e g i n n i n g  f r e s h m e n  w o u l d  r e a d  t h e  same book .  The 

book chosen  w o u l d  r e l a t e  t o  a  g r e a t  i s s u e  and o f f e r  a  c h a l l e n g e  

i n  t h e  r e a d i n g  f o r  m o s t  members o f  t h e  c l a s s .  A f t e r  t h i s  

a s s i g n m e n t  had g e n e r a t e d  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  r e s p o n s e s  t h a t  c o u l d  be 

e x p e c t e d ,  we p r o p o s e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  a u t h o r  on campus t o  g i v e  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  a  chance  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  h im.  James 0 .  

C o n a n t ' s  Modern S c i e n c e  - and Modern  Man, j u s t  t h e n  e n j o y i n g  i t s  

g r e a t e s t  p o p u l a r i t y ,  was t h e  book chosen .  Members o f  t h e  f a c -  

u l t y  and s t u d e n t s  who w o u l d  do  w e l l  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  book t h e y  were  

a s s i g n e d  t o  r e a d  t e s t i f i e d  t o  h a v i n g  a  r e w a r d i n g  r e a d i n g  e x p e r -  

i e n c e ,  b u t  f o r  many s t u d e n t s  t h e  r e a d i n g  p r o v e d  t o o  d i f f i c u l t ,  

and i n  t h a t  y e a r  Conant  was so  much i n  demand t h a t  he c o u l d  n o t  

c o n s i d e r  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  come t o  t h e  S o u t h w e s t .  The p r o j e c t  

b r o u g h t  new l i f e  t o  a  c o n t i n u i n g  d e b a t e  among t e a c h e r s  o f  f r e s h -  

man E n g l i s h :  i s  t h e  b e s t  c h o i c e  o f  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  t h o s e  

w h i c h  c a t e r  t o  t h e  p r e d i c t a b l e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o r  

t h o s e  w h i c h  c h a l l e n g e  them t o  d e v e l o p  more m a t u r e  i n t e r e s t s ?  

A n o t h e r  t i m e  a b a n d o n i n g  g r e a t  hopes f o r  t h e  masses, we 

d e c i d e d  t o  save  t h e  chosen.  A t  o u r  i n s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

c r e a t e d  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n s  f o r  s e c o n d - s e m e s t e r  f r e s h m a n ,  p u t t i n g  

t h e  t o p  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  t h e  c l a s s  i n  s p e c i a l  c l a s s e s  and g i v i n g  

them an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  r e a d i n g s  beyond  t h e  g r a s p  o f  t h e  

a v e r a g e  s t u d e n t .  The p l a n  was abandoned a f t e r  two  o r  t h r e e  



y e a r s  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  whom i t  was d e s i g n e d  t o  

s e r v e .  "Why s h o u l d  we work  so h a r d  t o  make a  0 , "  t h e y  asked,  

"when i n  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  we c o u l d  

make A ' s  w i t h  c o m p a r a t i v e  e a s e ? "  

I t  was n o t  t h a t  Sue and I were  c o m m i t t e d  w h o l l y  t o  e l i t i s m .  

We b o t h  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  t e a c h  i n  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  

c o u r s e  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ;  b u t  I d o u b t  t h a t  we c o u l d  c l a i m  c r e d i t  

f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t  on t h e  campus s i n c e ,  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  

o f  Joseph  Jones  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas ,  t h e  p l a n  o f  o f f e r i n g  

a l t e r n a t e  c o u r s e s  a t  t h e  sophomore l e v e l  was t h e n  s w e e p i n g  t h e  

c o l l e g e s  o f  t h e  a r e a .  

S u e ' s  l o v e  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m u s i c ,  a r t ,  and g a r d e n i n g  had 

t o  be a  h u m a n i z i n g  i n f l u e n c e  f o r  many i n  h e r  f o r t y  y e a r s  o f  

t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e .  She r e t i r e d  i n  1967 and now l i v e s  a t  

719 B e l v i n  S t r e e t  i n  San Marcos .  

These c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  f a c u l t y  who gave a  warm welcome t o  

D r .  Kenne th  F.  Gan tz  and me when we a r r i v e d  i n  1937 .  Gan tz  had 

j u s t  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  d o c t o r a t e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o ,  and 

I had grown h u n g r y  i n  f i f t e e n  months  o f  s t u d y  beyond  t h e  m a s t e r ' s  

a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas .  The warmth o f  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  can 

h a r d l y  be q u e s t i o n e d  when I r e p o r t  t h a t  even  w i t h  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  

i n  s t a f f  some s e c t i o n s  o f  f r e s h m a n  E n g l i s h  w o u l d  e n r o l l  as  many 

as  t h i r t y - f o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  and u n t i l  t h e  w a r ,  sophomore s e c t i o n s  

r e g u l a r l y  t o o k  f i f t y  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  maximum we c o u l d  s e a t  i n  any  

a v a i l a b l e  c l a s s r o o m .  



D r .  G a n t z ,  i n t e n t  o n  b e c o m i n g  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o l a r ,  l e f t  

a f t e r  one y e a r  f o r  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  a n d  

l a t e r ,  a f t e r  a  w a r - t i m e  t o u r  i n  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  i n  w h i c h  he  r e c e i v e d  
0) 

a s s i g n m e n t s  s u i t e d  t o  h i s  t r a i n i n g ,  c h o s e  a  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r  o v e r  

t e a c h i n g .  E n r o l l m e n t s  w e r e  r i s i n g .  F rom a  t o t a l  o f  1 ,142  i n  

1936 -37 ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  r e a c h e d  a  p e a k  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  1 ,846 i n  1 9 4 1 - 4 2 .  

New a v e n u e s  h a d  been  o p e n e d  i n  1 9 3 6  when t h e  B o a r d  o f  R e g e n t s  

a u t h o r i z e d  p r o g r a m s  l e a d i n g  t o  a  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e .  F o r  a  t i m e  

a l l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  a  g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a j o r  i n  

E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  o n l y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  B i o l o g y ,  C h e m i s t r y ,  Eng-  

l i s h ,  H i s t o r y ,  a n d  S p a n i s h  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  t o  o f f e r  m i n o r s .  

Though  b y  1 9 3 8  m a j o r s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  E d u c a t i o n ,  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s ,  

S c i e n c e  and  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  a n d  L a n g u a g e  a n d  L i t e r a t u r e ,  i t  w o u l d  

s t i l l  b e  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e  c a n d i d a t e s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s e l e c t  

E n g l i s h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  a  m a j o r .  

A p p r o v a l  f o r  g r a d u a t e  w o r k  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  g r u d g i n g l y  t o  

c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  t e a c h e r s  c o l l e g e  g r o u p ,  and  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  

p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t  had  t o  b e  a c q u i r e d  a  s t e p  a t  a  t i m e .  I n  

t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  much o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  was g i v e n  o n  a  " s e n i o r -  

g r a d u a t e "  l e v e l - - " C h a u c e r , "  " S h a k e s p e a r e , "  " M i l t o n , "  a n d  " M o d e r n  

B i o g r a p h y , "  c o u r s e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  g r a d u a t e  members o f  t h e  c l a s s  

w e r e  t o  be  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d  o f  w o r k ,  b o t h  

i n  q u a n t i t y  a n d  i n  q u a l i t y .  One c o u l d  h a r d l y  a s k  f o r  b r o a d e r  

c o v e r a g e  t h a n  t h a t  g i v e n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s  

o f f e r e d :  " S t u d i e s  i n  A m e r i c a n  L i t e r a t u r e , "  " S t u d i e s  i n  E n g l i s h  



L i t e r a t u r e , "  and " R e s e a r c h  P r o b l e m s . "  By 1 9 5 0  t h e y  were  r e p 1  aced  

by  more  s p e c i f i c  1  i s t i n g s :  "Mark  Twa in , "  " C o n t e m p o r a r y  N o v e l  ," 

" S t u d i e s  i n  E l i z a b e t h a n  Drama," " B y r o n , "  " V i c t o r i a n  N o v e l , "  and 

t h e  t h e s i s .  As t h e  t i t l e s  m i g h t  i n d i c a t e ,  t h e s e  c o u r s e s  h a d  been 

chosen  t o  f i t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n i o r  members 

o f  t h e  s t a f f .  L a t e r ,  a  w i d e r  r a n g e  o f  o f f e r i n g s  a g a i n  became 

p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  e x t e n s i v e  use  o f  t h e  " S t u d i e s  i n  . . ." p a t t e r n  

f o r  c o u r s e  t i t l e s ,  c o v e r i n g  g e n r e s  and l i t e r a r y  p e r i o d s ,  and 

c o u r s e s  c o u l d  be r e p e a t e d  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  e m p h a s i s .  

S i m u l t a n e o u s  w i t h  d e v e l o p i n g  a  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  , t h e  c o l l e g e  

was e x p a n d i n g  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  o f f e r i n g s  i n  new i n s t r u c t i o n a l  a r e a s .  

'The p a t t e r n  has  a l w a y s  been t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  c o u r s e  o r  t w o  i n  a  r e l a t e d  d e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e n  

a d d i t i o n  o f  o t h e r  c o u r s e s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a  m i n o r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  

and f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  a  s t a f f  and c u r r i c u l u m  t h a t  w o u l d  j u s t i f y  a  

r e q u e s t  f o r  d e p a r t m e n t a l  s t a t u s  a n d  a  m a j o r .  

From e a r l y  d a y s ,  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  had been i n c l u d e d  i n  Eng- 

l i s h  c o u r s e  l i s t i n g s .  Speech and  Drama was t h e  f i r s t  s u b j e c t  

a r e a  t o  e f f e c t  a  s p i n - o f f  f r o m  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  c o m p l e t e  

au tonomy.  W i t h  t h e  emp loymen t  o f  W a l t e r  R i c h t e r  i n  1940 ,  j o u r -  

n a l i s m  began t h e  same p r o c e s s  o f  e v o l u t i o n .  The p a t t e r n  was 

f o l l o w e d  a g a i n  much l a t e r  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  P h i l o s o p h y .  

B e g i n n i n g  i n  1940,  t h e  c a t a l o g s  w o u l d  i d e n t i f y  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

d i v i s i o n s  as  s i g n i f i c a n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  u n i t s .  My own o b s e r v a t i o n  



o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E n g l i s h ,  J o u r n a l i s m ,  and  

Speech w o u l d  l e a d  me t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  save  p e r h a p s  a t  b u d g e t -  

m a k i n g  t i m e s ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was l a r g e l y  a  p a p e r  u n i t .  As I 

knew t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e n  and l a t e r  t h r o u g h  my t e n u r e  as c h a i r m a n ,  

a  t i m e  when t h e  d i v i s i o n s  were  n o t  a t  a l l  f u n c t i o n a l ,  p e r s o n n e l  

m a t t e r s  were  l a r g e l y  d e c i d e d  i n  c o n f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  c h a i r m e n  

and t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  dean and s e n i o r  members o f  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  were  c o n s u l t e d  i n  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  on one d e c i s i o n  

o r  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  b u s i n e s s  was c o n d u c t e d  be tween  t h e  c h a i r m a n  and 

t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  I n  n ios t  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  

a l w a y s  a  d e p a r t m e n t  c h a i r m a n ,  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  have  f a i l e d  i n  h i s  

p u r p o s e  had he t r i e d  t o  e x e r c i s e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  

o t h e r  c h a i r m e n .  

The w a r  y e a r s  were  d i f f i c u l t  ones  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p r o b l e m  was 

t o  keep t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s t a f f  i n t a c t  u n t i l  n o r m a l  t i m e s  r e t u r n e d .  

I n  1943-44 t h e  on-campus e n r o l l m e n t  d r o p p e d  t o  651 s t u d e n t s .  

F i n d i n g  work  f o r  e v e r y o n e  w o u l d  have been i m p o s s i b l e  b u t  f o r  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  an A r m y  A i r  Corps  T r a i n i n g  De tachmen t  w i t h  550 c a d e t s  

was e s t a b l  i s h e d  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  and  i t s  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e q u i r e -  

men ts  s e r v e d  t o  r o u n d  o u t  t e a c h i n g  l o a d s .  I t  was n o t  r e g a r d e d  

as an u n f o r t u n a t e  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s  t h a t  D e r r i c k  and I were  away 

a t  t h e  t i m e  on a c t i v e  d u t y  w i t h  t h e  Army A i r  C o r p s .  

An upward  t u r n  i n  d e p a r t m e n t a l  g r o w t h ,  w h i c h  was c o n t i n u e d  

u n t i l  q u i t e  r e c e n t  t i m e s  a t  l e a s t ,  was u n d e r  way when 1  r e t u r n e d  

t o  t h e  campus i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1946,  b u t  i t  w o u l d  be  a l m o s t  t w e n t y  



y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  r a p i d i t y  o f  change  w o u l d  c r e a t e  g r a v e  c o n c e r n s .  

I n d e e d ,  f o r  some y e a r s  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number  o f  f a c u l t y  was 

m i n u s c u l e . *  The d e p a r t m e n t  had  a  f a c u l t y  o f  n i n e  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r .  

A t e n t h  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n  was n o t  added u n t i l  1949 .  No o t h e r  p o s i -  

t i o n s  w o u l d  be a u t h o r i z e d  b e f o r e  1955 ,  and  by  1 9 5 9  t h e  s t a f f  

numbered o n l y  f i f t e e n .  The  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  e m p l o y -  

m e n t  i n  t h e  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  1946  and 1 9 5 9  w o u l d  g i v e  a  

l i t t l e  p r e v i e w  o f  w h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  w o u l d  be  l i k e :  t o  i n c r e a s e  

t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  s t a f f  b y  s i x ,  we g a v e  a t  l e a s t  o n e - y e a r  a p p o i n t -  

m e n t s  t o  a  t o t a l  o f  n i n e t e e n  p e r s o n s .  I t  was s t i l l  a  t i m e  i n  

w h i c h  b o t h  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  emp loymen t  c o n t r a c t  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  

commi tmen ts  on  b o t h  s i d e s  w e r e  t e n t a t i v e  r e l a t i v e  t o  a n y  f u t u r e  

beyond  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t .  Though p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  n o t  

f o r m a l i z e d  i n  p u b l i s h e d  documen ts ,  we d i d  r e c o g n i z e  AAUP s t a t e -  

men ts  o n  p r o c e d u r e s  as o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a c c e p t e d  

some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r e d i c t i n g  w h a t  f u t u r e  a  c a n d i d a t e  

c o u l d  e x p e c t  w i t h  us  i f  he  s h o u l d  come t o  d e s i r e  a  c o n t i n u i n g  

a p p o i n t m e n t .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  we s p o k e  much o f  " c u s t o m a r y  t e n u r e "  

and c i t e d  o u r  r e c o r d ;  l e g a l  t e n u r e  was o n l y  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  

c o n t r a c t .  Many o f  t h o s e  who w e r e  h e r e  o n l y  b r i e f l y  i n  t h i s  

* C o l l e g e  c a t a l o g  f a c u l t y  l i s t s  f o r  t h e  1940s  c a n  p r o v e  
d e c e p t i v e  a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f ,  f o r  a  p r a c t i c e  
was t h e n  i n  vogue  o f  l i s t i n g  a l l  San M a r c o s  t e a c h e r s  o f  E n g l i s h  
a p p r o v e d  f o r  s u p e r v i s i n g  s t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s  as  members o f  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t a l  f a c u l t y .  C o n f u s i n g  t o o  was t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  
c a t a l o g  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t h o s e  f a c u l t y  members who t a u g h t  i n  
speech  and j o u r n a l i s m .  



p e r i o d  had come f o r  t h e  avowed p u r p o s e  o f  g e t t i n g  a  y e a r  o r  t w o  

o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w h i l e  t h e y  l o o k e d  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

i n  some o t h e r  t y p e  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

O t h e r s  s o u g h t  a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  o f  f u l l  emp loymen t  b e f o r e  c o n t i n u i n g  

t h e i r  g r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n .  A l l  o f  t h i s  g r o u p  who l e f t  a f t e r  s h o r t  

p e r i o d s  o f  s e r v i c e  d i d  so  on t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e .  We were  c e r -  

t a i n l y  aware  o f  w h a t  r e s o u r c e s  we were  l o s i n g  when George  H e n d r i c k  

and Donna G e r s t e n b e r g e r  w e n t  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o l o r a d o .  Sub- 

s e q u e n t l y ,  Donna a c c e p t e d  an a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

W a s h i n g t o n  and George a t  I l l i n o i s ,  f i r s t  a t  C h i c a g o  C i r c l e  and  

t h e n  a t  U rbana ,  where  f o r  some y e a r s  now he has  been c h a i r m a n  

of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  B o t h  have  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e i r  

a r e a s  o f  s t u d y .  Our e m o t i o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  was e v e n  d e e p e r  when 

o u r  own T.O. ( O l i v e r )  M a l l o r y ,  a  f e w  y e a r s  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  h i s  

d o c t o r a t e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  chose  t o  l e a v e  t h e  n e s t  

and go t o  H i g h l a n d s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Las  Vegas,  New M e x i c o ,  where  he 

c o n t i n u e s  i n  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  as  P r o f e s s o r  o f  E n g l i s h .  

B u t  p e r h a p s  i t  i s  h a r d l y  f i t t i n g  t o  e x p r e s s  r e g r e t s  f o r  

u n f u l f i l l e d  hopes,  f o r  t h e  new s t a f f  who s t a y e d  on  f o r  t e n u r e  

b r o u g h t  a b u n d a n t  r e s o u r c e s .  

E i l e e n  O 'Meara ,  w i t h  an  M.A. d e g r e e  f r o m  I o w a ,  came t o  t h e  

f a c u l t y  i n  1946 .  T h i s  c o l l e e n  had a  p l a y  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n  and a  

c a p a c i t y  f o r  i n t e n s e  a e s t h e t i c  r e s p o n s e  beyond  t h e  r a n g e  o f  m o s t  

of h e r  c o l l e a g u e s .  H e r  p l e a s u r e  i n  p u p p e t s  and p u p p i e s ,  i n  

g a r d e n i n g  and o r i e n t a l  p o e t r y ,  w i t h  some v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s ,  '1 



e n a b l e d  h e r  t o  meet  each  day w i t h  a n t i c i p a t i o n .  She f o u n d  

s p e c i a l  j o y  i n  t h e  o u t d o o r  l i f e  and i n  h e r  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  Newman 

C l u b .  Paper  g r a d i n g  m u s t  have p r o v e d  an  i n t o l e r a b l e  b u r d e n  f o r  

h e r  s i n c e  i t  was h e r  cus tom t o  make v e r y  t h o r o u g h  c r i t i q u e s  

based on m u l t i p l e  r e a d i n g s  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  and  new c o m p o s i t i o n s  

were  r e c e i v e d  much more r a p i d l y  t h a n  she c o u l d  r e t u r n  t h e  s e t  on  

w h i c h  she was w o r k i n g .  

Those who knew E i l e e n ' s  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  f o u n d  i n s p i r a t i o n  i n  

h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  m a k i n g  a  home f o r  aged p a r e n t s  and an ill s i s -  

t e r .  She r e t i r e d  i n  1974 and l i v e s  on H o l l a n d  S t r e e t  i n  San 

Marcos .  

I n  1947 Mary  L o u i s e  H i g h t o w e r  came t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  a f t e r  com- 

p l e t i n g  a  t o u r  as c o m m i s s i o n e d  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  WAVES and  t e a c h i n g  

a t  K i l g o r e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .  H e r  b e a r i n g  and b e a u t y  e v o k e d  once  

more t h e  t e r m  " l a d y , "  and h e r  warm and open p e r s o n a l i t y  made h e r  

a c c e s s i b l e  t o  c o l l e a g u e s  and s t u d e n t s  a l i k e - - n o t  t h a t  she e v e r  

gave  o v e r  an e l e m e n t  o f  d i g n i t y  i n  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  I n d e e d ,  

i t  seemed t h a t  Mary  L o u i s e  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h e  r e l a x e d  b e s t -  

f r i e n d s  r e l a t i o n s  on w h i c h  so many o f  us  depend.  She was w h a t  

Samuel Johnson  c a l l e d  " c l u b b a b l e , "  b o t h  o n  campus and i n  t h e  

commun i t y .  An a v i d  r e a d e r ,  she was a  m o s t  a d e p t  m a s t e r  o f  t h e  

book r e v i e w  f o r  v a r i e d  a u d i e n c e s .  

F o r  many y e a r s ,  i t  seemed t h a t  no c h a i r m a n  o f  a  f a c u l t y  

c o m m i t t e e  f e l t  t h a t  he had h i s  c o m m i t t e e  t o g e t h e r  u n l e s s  Mary  

L o u i s e  a g r e e d  t o  s e r v e .  I remember t h a t  i n  1958, when D r .  A . A .  



G r u s e n d o r f  was m a k i n g  a  s t u d y  o f  c o m m i t t e e  a s s i g n m e n t s ,  he c i t e d  

h e r  membersh ip  on n i n e  m a j o r  c o m m i t t e e s  as a  p r i m e  examp le  o f  

o v e r 1  oad.  

S u c c e e d i n g  Sue T a y l o r  i n  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  t h e  S h a k e s p e a r e s ,  

she gave much t i m e  t o  t h e  g i r l s  and t h e i r  c l u b  a f f a i r s .  B u t  i t  

was i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  and f r e q u e n t  s t u d e n t  c o n f e r e n c e s  t h a t  she 

made h e r  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  I have  t h o u g h t  w h i l e  s i t t i n g  

w i t h  c o m m i t t e e s  d i s c u s s i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  p r o f e s -  

s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  t h a t  Mary  L o u i s e ' s  w o r t h  i n  t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  a  m e a s u r i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  and t h a t  any  

p l a n  f o r  a  s t a n d a r d  b a s i s  o f  e v a l u a t i o n  t h a t  f a i l e d  t o  mark  h e r  

e x c e l l e n c e  was c e r t a i n  t o  y i e l d  p o o r  r e s u l t s  i n  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s .  

I n  r e t i r e m e n t  a f t e r  1970,  Mary  L o u i s e  s h a r e d  a  home w i t h  h e r  

s i s t e r  V i r g i n i a ,  who had come t o  San Marcos  a f t e r  an i n t e r e s t i n g  

c a r e e r  i n  t h e  U . S .  I n f o r m a t i o n  Agency .  B o t h  s i s t e r s  d i e d  a  few  

mon ths  a p a r t  i n  1978 .  The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  has r e c e i v e d  t h e  

b e q u e s t  o f  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l i t e r a r y  books  f r o m  Mary  

L o u i s e ' s  e s t a t e ,  and a  s c h o l a r s h i p  has been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  h e r  

memory. 

Thomas L .  B r a s h e r  and I o n e  D .  Young came i n  1956,  j u s t  i n  

t i m e  t o  g i v e  much needed h e l p  i n  advanced  and g r a d u a t e  l e v e l  

c o u r s e s .  J o e  Max B r a f f e t t  a l s o  a c c e p t e d  an a p p o i n t m e n t  t h a t  y e a r ,  w 

and B e n j a m i n  F .  A r c h e r  i n  1957,  r o u n d i n g  o u t  t h e  s t a f f  a d d i t i o n s  

i n  t h e  t e a c h e r s  c o l l e g e .  

Tom, Max, and Ben,  s t i l l  on t h e  f a c u l t y ,  m u s t  a w a i t  a  l a t e r  



h i s t o r i a n  t o  be m e m o r i a l i z e d .  I t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  h e r e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  

each has made h i s  own d i s t i n c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  D r .  B r a s h e r  became o u r  e x e m p l a r y  

s c h o l a r  and t e a c h e r  t h r o u g h  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h i s  Whi tman s t u d i e s  

and p u b l i c a t i o n s  and h i s  b e i n g  t h e  t h i r d  member o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  

o f  S o u t h w e s t  Texas  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  t o  r e c e i v e  a  M i n n i e  S t e v e n s  

P i p e r  Award f o r  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  t e a c h i n g .  

D r .  Young, B.A., Texas  Tech,  M.A. and  Ph.D., U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Texas ,  t a u g h t  many c o u r s e s ,  b u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h e  R o m a n t i c s  and t h e  g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e  i n  B r y o n ,  soon came t o  be 

r e g a r d e d  as h e r  s p e c i a l t i e s .  She b r o u g h t  w i t h  h e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  

wo rk  on a  B y r o n  c o n c o r d a n c e  and  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c a r r y  on t h e  p r o j e c t  

as  t i m e  p e r m i t t e d ,  p a t i e n t l y  s p e n d i n g  m o s t  o f  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

h o u r s  h e r e  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  s t a c k e d  boxes  o f  n o t e  c a r d s .  When t h e  

work  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1965 ,  i t  b o r e  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  

o f  one o f  t h e  l a s t  s c h o l a r s  who w o u l d  have  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  u n d e r -  

t a k e  and t h e  s t a m i n a  t o  c o m p l e t e  s u c h  a  l a b o r i o u s  t a s k  w i t h o u t  

t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a  c o m p u t e r .  

H e r  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  C h e s h y r e  Cheese C l u b  o v e r  many y e a r s  g a v e  

E n g l i s h  a  d y n a m i c  d e p a r t m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  open t o  a l l  who had 

an i n t e r e s t .  The g r o u p  was marked  b y  i t s  e s p r i t  - de c o r p s .  A 

number o f  vo lumes  o f  The S c r i p t ,  a  d e p a r t m e n t a l  l i t e r a r y  m a g a z i n e  

f o r  s t u d e n t  w r i t e r s ,  we re  e d i t e d  and p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  c l u b  

s p o n s o r s h i p .  A f t e r  an  a f f i l i a t i o n  was e f f e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o t o -  

t y p e  f o r  t h e  c l u b  a t  San A n t o n i o  C o l l e g e ,  i t  became a  v e r y  



i m p o r t a n t  l i n k  t o  t h e  San A n t o n i o  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y .  

T h o r o u g h l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  D r .  Young r a t h e r  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  

e v e r y o n e  i n  h e r  c l a s s e s  make m e a s u r a b l e  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  l i t e r a c y  

i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  s e m e s t e r .  I t  was h e r  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  i g n o r -  

ance and s l o t h  were  q u a l i t i e s  o f  w h i c h  one s h o u l d  be  ashamed, 

and o c c a s i o n a l l y  w i t h  a  s c a t h i n g  comment, she s o u g h t  t o  i n d u c e  

e i t h e r  a  p r o p e r  d e g r e e  o f  h u m i l i t y  o r  a  r e s o l v e  t o  new e n d e a v o r .  

One m u s t  s a y  i n  t r u t h  t h a t  many c h a f e d  u n d e r  h e r  t u t e l a g e ;  b u t  

i n  f a i r n e s s ,  one m u s t  add t h a t  h e r  s u c c e s s  w i t h  many o t h e r s  was 

marked,  and many, i f  n o t  a l l ,  o f  h e r  c o l l e a g u e s  were  t e m p t e d  t o  

e n v y  by  t h e  l o y a l t y  and r e s p e c t  a c c o r d e d  h e r ,  o f t e n  by  t h e  v e r y  

s t u d e n t s  f r o m  whom we w o u l d  have r e g a r d e d  s u c h  r e s p o n s e  m o s t  

h i g h l y .  

Alma L u e d e r s ,  who had come t o  t h e  campus i n  1926 as a  member 

o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l  f a c u l t y ,  had s u b s e q u e n t l y  t a u g h t  i n  modern 

1  anguages and m a t h e m a t i c s  a t  t h e  c o l l  ege 1  eve1 , and f o r  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  had s e r v e d  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  as D i r e c t o r  of  T e a c h e r  P l a c e -  

ment ,  came t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  i n  t h e  f o r t i e s ,  c o n t i n u i n g  

w i t h  u s  u n t i l  h e r  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1957.  E v e r y t h i n g  Alma u n d e r t o o k  

she d i d  w e l l .  My w i f e ,  F r a n c y s ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  San Marcos  a f t e r  t h e  

war  i n  t i m e  t o  a c c e p t  a  t e m p o r a r y  a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

f o r  t h e  f a l l  o f  1945,  h o l d i n g  open a  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n  f o r  me t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  s p r i n g .  L i l l i a n  E .  B a r c l a y  was a l s o  a  member o f  t h e  

f a c u l t y  f r o m  1947 t o  1951,  a f t e r  many y e a r s  o f  t e a c h i n g  i n  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s  and l o w e r  d i v i s i o n  c o u r s e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas .  



S e r v i n g  on t h a t  p o s t - w a r  f a c u l t y  was a  s t i m u l a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  

We had o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n j o y  a  sense  o f  p r o g r e s s  i n  a c h i e v i n g  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g o a l s .  O c c a s i o n s  a r o s e  now and a g a i n  i n  w h i c h  a t  

l e a s t  t h e  m o s t  s a n g u i n e  o f  us  c o u l d  i n d u l g e  a  p r i d e f u l n e s s  i n  t h e  

b e l i e f  t h a t  we were  coming t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  g r o u p  

i n  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  B u t  t h i s  p e r i o d  a l s o  b r o u g h t  t h e  mos t  t r a u -  

m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  

i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e .  

I n  t h e  b i t t e r l y  c o n t e s t e d  e l e c t i o n  campa ign  o f  1954 when 

R a l p h  Y a r b o r o u g h  was g i v i n g  G o v e r n o r  A l l a n  S h i v e r s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

c h a l l e n g e  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r ,  Deacon W r i g h t  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  

became t h e  a c t i v a t o r  o f  t h e  m o s t  e x p l o s i v e  e m o t i o n a l  f l a r e u p  

e i t h e r  t o w n  o r  gown had e v e r  known. 

T h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s ,  D e a c o n ' s  l i g h t  v e r s e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  

G a i l l a r d i a n s ,  e x p r e s s i n g  awed a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  b e a u t y ,  w i t ,  

and charm o f  t h e  w i n n e r s - - h a l f  t o n g u e - i n - c h e e k  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  

a d u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  queens o f  t h e  e v e n i n g - - h a d  been r e c e i v e d  w i t h  

g e n e r a l  a c c l a i m .  And on many a  V a l e n t i n e  Day o r  b i r t h d a y  he had 

a d d r e s s e d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  who seemed t o  e n j o y  h i s  a r t  and h i s  

s p o o f i n g ,  o f t e n  s i g n i n g  h i s  c o m m u n i c a t i ~ n  " D a r n e r  Hyde," a  nom de -- 
p l u m e  a p p r e c i a t e d  as much as t h e  p o e t r y .  F o l l o w i n g  an A u s t i n  

p a r t y  a t  w h i c h  many l a d i e s  had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  mee t  G o v e r n o r  

S h i v e r s ,  Deacon was nioved t o  m e m o r i a l i z e  t h e  e v e n t  i n  a  "news-  

s t o r y  t h a t  was n e v e r  p r i n t e d , "  w h i c h  he m a i l e d  t o  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  

f e m a l e  f r i e n d s  who had been i n  a t t e n d a n c e ,  t w i t t i n g  them f o r  an 



a l l e g e d  bobby -sox  c r u s h  o n  t h e  handsome g o v e r n o r  w h i l e  he was 

g r e e t i n g  them. 

I t  was c l e a r  t h a t  he had n e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

t h a t  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  w o u l d  f a i l  t o  r e c o g n i z e  i t  f o r  w h a t  i t  was 

o r ,  i n d e e d ,  o n  a  momen t ' s  r e f l e c t i o n ,  f r o m  whom i t  came; b u t  he  

had s e n t  i t  anonymous ly .  Even D a r n e r  Hyde d i d  n o t  c l a i m  t h i s  

one .  

I n  t h e  A u g u s t  h e a t  and p o l i t i c a l  t e n s i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  

h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  p o s t a l  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  d a y  u n l e a s h e d  p a s s i o n s  

t h a t  were  n o t  t o  be c h e c k e d  by  any  c a l l  t o  r e a s o n .  Few r e c i p -  

i e n t s  had been  a b l e  t o  sense  i t s  p l a y f u l  mood. R e c e i v i n g  

i n d i g n a n t  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  m a i l i n g ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  came t o  t h e  

Hays C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e  s q u a r e  f o r  a  campa ign  speech  i n  w h i c h  h e  

c r i e d  " f o u l ,  f o u l , "  a  s l a n d e r  on  t h e  good  names o f  good women, 

an examp le  o f  t h e  d e p t h s  t o  w h i c h  h i s  o p p o n e n t s  w o u l d  s t o o p - - o r  

words  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Thus ,  j u d g m e n t  was e n t e r e d  b y  h i g h e s t  s t a t e  a u t h o r i t y  i n  a  

case  w h i c h  s u p p o s e d l y  r e q u i r e d  no  h e a r i n g ,  and D e a c o n ' s  r e a d y  

acknow ledgemen t  o f  a u t h o r s h i p  and  a p o l o g i e s  a l l  a r o u n d  d i d  l i t t l e  

t o  q u e l l  t h e  demons t h e  i n c i d e n t  had  l o o s e d .  V i r t u a l l y  e v e r y o n e  

i n  town  became h o s t  t o  u n c h a r i t a b l e  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  someone o r  

o t h e r .  

A t  f i r s t ,  m o s t  o f  us  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  who f e l t  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e r n  

t h o u g h t  t h a t  when t h e  e l e c t i o n  was o v e r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c o u l d  be 

c o n t a i n e d .  A l o n g  w i t h  L.E. D e r r i c k  and James T a y l o r ,  - I  b e l i e v e d  



t h e n  as I b e l i e v e  now t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  F l o w e r s  was p r e p a r e d  t o  make 

e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  see Deacon t h r o u g h  t h e  c r i s i s ,  s h o r t  o f  an a c t  

w h i c h  w o u l d  s p e l l  doom t o  h i s  p r e s i d e n c y .  Even when he o r d e r e d  

D e a c o n ' s  s u s p e n s i o n  w i t h o u t  pay ,  p e n d i n g  a  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  

B o a r d  o f  Regen ts ,  I was s u r e  t h a t  he s t i l l  had some hope o f  

e f f e c t i n g  an a c c e p t a b l e  s o l u t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  make a  f o r m a l  h e a r i n g  

u n n e c e s s a r y .  

B u t  e v e n t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f o r c e  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  No San Marcos  

p e r s o n  o f  any  consequence  p o l i t i c a l l y  chose  t o  l e a d  an a t t e m p t  t o  

r e d e f i n e  i n  m o d e r a t e  t e r m s  w h a t  had happened,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  won 

r e e l e c t i o n ,  and  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Regen ts  announced t h a t  i t  was d e s i g -  

n a t i n g  i t s  May m e e t i n g - - e i g h t  mon ths  away--as t h e  t i m e  a t  w h i c h  

i t  w o u l d  h e a r  s u c h  c a s e s .  

Wha teve r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  r e s o l v i n g  t h e  c o n f l i c t  may 

have been b e f o r e ,  t h e  f u t u r e  t h e n  p r o m i s e d  n o t h i n g .  Under  t h e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  Deacon chose  t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h o u t  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  

c o l l e g e  i n  p l a n n i n g  h i s  own f u t u r e .  He a c c e p t e d  a p p o i n t m e n t  f o r  

t h e  1954-55 s c h o o l  y e a r  a t  P remon t  H i g h  S c h o o l  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h i r t y  

y e a r s  i n  t h e  Texas T e a c h e r  R e t i r e m e n t  Sys tem and  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  

1955,  a b a n d o n i n g  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  c h o s e  t o  j o i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  

f a c u l t y  a t  D e f i a n c e  C o l l e g e  i n  O h i o .  When an o p p o r t u n i t y  a r o s e ,  

he came s o u t h  a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  t o  A r k a n s a s  A & M ,  where  i n  t i m e  he 

became c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h .  

I r e c o u n t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  a  happy  e n d i n g  f o r  Deacon, and  

d e s p i t e  t h e  s c a r s ,  he and h i s  w i f e ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  d i d  succeed  i n  



m a k i n g  i t  one.  F o r  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s ,  f r i e n d s ,  and f o r m e r  f r i e n d s  

h e r e ,  o n l y  some a c c e s s  o f  w isdom i n  a  new a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  good  

humored t o l e r a n c e  as a  r e s t r a i n t  f o r  n a k e d  p a s s i o n s  seemed com- 

p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  

I t  was u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  

t h a t  D r .  D e r r i c k  assumed t h e  c h a i r m a n s h i p  i n  one o f  t h e  m o s t  

d i f f i c u l t  y e a r s  a  c h a i r m a n  o f  E n g l i s h  w o u l d  e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e .  

He was o b l i g e d  t o  do s o  w i t h o u t  some o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  on  w h i c h  he  

n o r m a l l y  c o u l d  h a v e  c o u n t e d .  The f a t i g u e  o f  w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  

t h e  d a y  i n  a n  A i r  F o r c e  r e s e r v e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  a t  t h e  A u s t i n  

R e s e r v e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  and  t h r o u g h  m o s t  o f  t h e  n i g h t  b a c k  home 

w i t h  o u r  d e p a r t m e n t a l  c r i s i s  p r e c i p i t a t e d  a  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o b -  

l e m  f o r  me w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  a  y e a r  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  c o n v a l e s c e n c e .  

And b e f o r e  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  was o u t ,  D r .  S n e l l i n g s  had s u f f e r e d  a  

s t r o k e  w h i c h  n e c e s s i t a t e d  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t ,  l e a v i n g  D e r r i c k  t h e  

o n l y  a c t i v e  p r o f e s s o r  i n  a  d e p a r t m e n t  w h i c h  a  f e w  m o n t h s  e a r l i e r  

had f o u r .  

O n l y  t i m e  c o u l d  b r i n g  t h e  s t a f f  a g a i n  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  

and s e n s e  o f  w e l l - b e i n g  i t  had  known. M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  

o f  g e t t i n g  c l a s s e s  m e t  was i m m e d i a t e  and  c o n t i n u i n g .  The f o l -  

l o w i n g  l i s t  o f  p e r s o n s  who t a u g h t  p a r t - t i m e  o r  f o r  r e l a t i v e l y  

b r i e f  p e r i o d s  b e t w e e n  1954  and  1959  s h o u l d  r e f l e c t  some o f  t h e  

c h a i r m a n ' s  d i l i g e n c e  and n e a r  d e s p e r a t i o n  as he  p r o c e e d e d  t o  

f i l l  t h e  v a c a n t  f a c u l t y  p o s i t i o n s :  G e o r g e  H e n d r i c k  ( 1 9 5 4 - 1 9 5 6 ) ;  

D e i r d r e  Handy ( 1 9 5 4 - 1 9 5 5 )  ; M a j o r i e  M c C o r q u o d a l e  ( S p r i n g ,  1 9 5 5 )  ; 



Donna G e r s t e n b e r g e r  ( 1 9 5 5 - 1 9 5 6 )  ; W a l t e r  C .  S m i t h ,  J r .  ( 1 9 5 5 - 1 9 5 9 )  ; 

J o h n  Hakac ( S p r i n g ,  1 9 5 5 )  ; J u l i a  Ann Reed ( 1 9 5 6 - 1 9 5 7 ) ;  W i l l i a m  

B a k e r  ( 1  957 -1  9 5 8 )  ; D a n i e l  Hodges McCal i b  ( 1  957 -1  9 5 9 )  ; He1 e n  Van 

Gundy ( 1 9 5 6 - 1 9 6 2 ) .  These  w e r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  B r a s h e r ,  Young, 

B r a f f e t t ,  and  A r c h e r ,  who h a v e  a l r e a d y  been  c i t e d  as  h a v i n g  come 

t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  w i t h i n  t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d .  

Though s u c h  a  f l o w  i n  p e r s o n n e l  c o u l d  h a r d l y  b e  recommended 

as a  way o f  l i f e  f o r  a  d e p a r t m e n t ,  i t  d i d  b r i n g  some needed  s t i m u l i  

a f t e r  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  r e l a t i v e  s t a b i l i t y .  U n d e r  D e r r i c k ' s  g u i d -  

ance ,  s c h o o l  d i d  k e e p .  And, e v e n  i f  i n  an  e x a g g e r a t e d  fo rm,  i t  

d i d  g i v e  a  p r e v i e w  o f  t h i n g s  t o  come as t h e  t e a c h e r s - c o l l e g e  p h a s e  

o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  d r e w  t o  a  c l o s e .  





STATE COLLEGE AND STATE UNIVERSITY 

1 9 5 9 - 1  979  

The t e a c h e r s  c o l l e g e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a d  been  r e l a t i v e l y  

s l o w  i n  s e e k i n g  a  c h a n g e  t o  s t a t e - c o l l e g e  s t a t u s ,  h o p i n g  f o r  

some y e a r s  w h i l e  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  c o l l e g e s  w e r e  m a k i n g  t h e  change  

t h a t  t h e  t i m e  w o u l d  come soon  when we w o u l d  be  t h e  T e x a s  S t a t e  

C o l l e g e  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  w i t h  g e n e r o u s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t a s k  

we w o u l d  s h o u l d e r  a l o n e .  When i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  n e w l y  

d e s i g n a t e d  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s  w o u l d  n e v e r  d e e m p h a s i z e  t h e i r  r o l e  

i n  t e a c h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  we t o o  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  name be  c h a n g e d  

t o  S o u t h w e s t  T e x a s  S t a t e  C o l l e g e ,  w h i c h  c h a n g e  was made b y  l e g i s -  

l a t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  1959.  Ten y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  name became S o u t h w e s t  

Texas  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a g a i n  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  e n a c t m e n t .  Each o f  

t h e s e  a c t s  g a v e  a t  l e a s t  t a c i t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  t o  a  b r o a d -  

e n i n g  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r o l e  and s c o p e .  The f i r s t  was t o  h a v e  

l e s s  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  t h a n  t h e  s e c o n d .  

When D e r r i c k  became Dean o f  t h e  G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l  u p o n  t h e  

d e a t h  o f  C l a u d e  E l l i o t t  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 5 8 ,  I s u c c e e d e d  h i m  as  

c h a i r m a n  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a  p o s t  I w o u l d  h o l d  u n t i l  S e p t e m b e r ,  

1965.  I now r e g a r d  t h a t  p e r i o d  as a  r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e t  one i n  

w h i c h  t h e  f a c u l t y  had a  b e t t e r  t h a n  u s u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g i v e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e s p o n s i -  

b i l  i t i e s ,  b u t  t h e  t a s k  o f  f i l l  i n g  s t a f f  v a c a n c i e s  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  be d i f f i c u l t .  I w o u l d  h a v e  o c c a s i o n  t o  b r i n g  t w e n t y -  



f o u r  f a c u l t y  members i n t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  s e v e n  

who w o u l d  be  w i t h  u s  f o r  more  t h a n  t w o  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

D e r r i c k  h a d  been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  recommend ing  t h r e e  a d d i t i o n s  
(1, 

f o r  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 5 8 :  R o l f  A l b e r t  Goe th ,  I s a a c  Newton  W a l k e r ,  and  

Mamie E .  S m i t h ,  b u t  G o e t h  and W a l k e r  l e f t  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  y e a r .  

The f o l l o w i n g  named w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  on my r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  b e t w e e n  

1 9 5 8  and 1965:  R o b e r t  W .  W a l t s  ( 1 9 5 9 -  ) ; J o h n  Adams W a l k e r  

( 1 9 5 9 - 1  961 )  ; D o r i s  G o o d a l e  ( 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 6 7 )  ; C h a r l e s  M .  Chamber1 a i n  

( 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 6 2 )  ; S t a r  H u f f s t i c k l e r  ( 1 9 6 1  - 1 9 6 4 )  ; J e n n y  L i n d  P o r t e r  

( 1 9 6 1 - 1 9 6 4 ) ;  K a t h l e e n  ( B u r n e t t )  O l i v e  ( 1 9 6 1 - 1 9 6 2 ) ;  N a t a l i e  M a i n e s  

P e t e s c h  ( 1 9 6 2 - 1 9 6 3 )  ; W i l l i a m  D.  Norwood,  J r .  ( 1 9 6 2 - 1 9 6 5 )  ; George  

C a l d w e l l  M i l l e r  ( 1 9 6 2 - 1 9 6 3 )  ; L o r a  K a t h e r i n e  A l e x a n d e r  ( 1  962 -1963 )  ; 

R u d o l f  K i r k  ( 1  963 -1  9 6 7 )  ; G e r t r u d e  Reese Hudson ( 1  963 -1  9 7 0 )  ; Vernon  * 
E .  L y n c h  ( 1 9 6 3 -  ) ;  Norman C .  P e t e r s o n  ( 1 9 6 3 -  ) ;  F r a n c e s  E .  

Rodgers  ( 1 9 6 3 - 1 9 6 4 ) ;  D o n a l d  H.  Rodgers  ( 1 9 6 4 - 1 9 6 8 ) ;  E l i z a b e t h  

G e n t r y  Hayes ( 1 9 6 4 -  ) ; A r n o l  d  Edmund Chand l  e r  ( 1  964 -1  9 6 8 )  ; Don 

B .  Graham ( 1 9 6 4 - 1 9 6 9 ) ;  M a r t h a  D u v a l l  Mench ( 1 9 6 5 - 1 9 6 6 ) ;  W i l l i a m  

Thomas P i l k i n g t o n  ( 1 9 6 5 - 1 9 6 8 ) ;  S t a n l e y  A .  Read ( 1 9 6 5 - 1 9 6 7 ) ;  and 

J u d i t h  Mary  T h o r n t o n  ( 1 9 6 5 - 1 9 6 7 ) .  Y 

I t  was a  g r e a t  d a y  f o r  me when Mamie S m i t h  s i g n e d  on.  Our  

f r i e n d s h i p  had  begun when I was an u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a t  N o r t h  Texas  

S t a t e  T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e  where  she was a  v i t a l i z i n g  f o r c e  on t h e  w 

E n g l i s h  f a c u l t y  and  a  m a s t e r  t e a c h e r .  V i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  

Mamie has e v e r  t a u g h t  knows t h e  q u a l i t i e s  L o r e n e  R o g e r s ,  P r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas  a t  A u s t i n ,  was h o n o r i n g  when she v 



e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  $25,000 Mamie E .  S m i t h  S c h o l a r s h i p  a t  t h e  U n i -  

v e r s i t y  o f  Texas r e c e n t l y  and when she i s  p l e a s e d  f r e q u e n t l y  t o  

acknow ledge  h e r  e a r l y  s t u d i e s  w i t h  Mamie as a  d e c i s i v e  s h a p i n g  

i n f l u e n c e  i n  h e r  l i f e .  

W i t h  h e r  a r t i s t i c  t a l e n t s  i n  m u s i c ,  s k e t c h i n g ,  and w r i t i n g ,  

Mamie had a c q u i r e d  a  r i c h  and v a r i e d  e x p e r i e n c e - - p l a y i n g  t h e  

o r g a n  a t  N o r t h  Texas S t a t e  T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e  s i l e n t  m o v i e s ,  

w r i t i n g  an o p e r e t t a ,  " E l  T o r , "  i l l u s t r a t i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  books ,  

p u b l i s h i n g  anonymous f i c t i o n ,  and p l e a s i n g  v a r i e d  a u d i e n c e s  

w i t h  h e r  l i g h t  v e r s e .  An i n v e t e r a t e  t r a v e l e r ,  she had come 

t o  know many l a n d s  and p e o p l e s .  She c o u l d  speak w i t h  s t u d e n t s  

o f  a  w o r l d  w h i c h  t h e  young  Ph.D. c a n d i d a t e s  had  had l i t t l e  t i m e  

t o  s a v o r .  

She p l a n n e d  and p r e s e n t e d  o u r  " H o u r s  w i t h  Books"  s e r i e s  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  gave s p r i n g  and f a l l  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s - -  

a  p r o j e c t  t h a t  e l i c i t e d  some g e n e r a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  s t u d e n t s ,  f a c -  

u l t y ,  and f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The p r e s e n t a t i o n s  gave many an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  become a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  some o f  o u r  f a c u l t y  t h e y  

d i d  n o t  know, and a l w a y s ,  i t  seemed t o  me, we were  p u t t i n g  o u r  

b e s t  f o o t  f o r w a r d  i n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  l i v i n g  w i t h  l i t e r a t u r e  

i s  a  p l e a s u r a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e .  

Though I do n o t  remember e v e r  h e a r i n g  h e r  speak d i s p a r a g i n g l y  

o f  t h e  s o r t  o f  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  w h i c h  f i l l  o u r  j o u r n a l s ,  t h e  power 

o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  move t h e  human s p i r i t  was a l w a y s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  

m a t t e r  i n  Mamie ' s  c l a s s e s .  



S i n c e  h e r  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1966 ,  she c o n t i n u e s  t o  be  v e r y  much 

a  p a r t  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  g r o u p .  

Bob W a l t s  w o u l d  p r o v e  t o  be an e q u a l l y  v a l u a b l e  a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e  f a c u l t y  f o r  many r e a s o n s .  I t h i n k  h e r e  p r i m a r i l y  o f  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  he was o u r  f i r s t  c o n t i n u i n g  s t a f f  member who had  b o t h  

g rown  up and r e c e i v e d  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  S o u t h w e s t e r n  

r e g i o n ,  Bob coming f r o m  I n d i a n a  b y  way o f  R u t g e r s  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  

h i s  t h r e e  d e g r e e s  and t e a c h i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

M i s s o u r i  and G e o r g i a  S t a t e  C o l l e g e .  H i s  p r e s e n c e  on  t h e  f a c u l t y  

and r e a s s u r a n c e s  t o  t h e  i n q u i r i e s  o f  o u t - o f - s t a t e  c a n d i d a t e s  

c o n t r i b u t e d  much t o  a  m o d e r a t e  s u c c e s s  i n  b r i n g i n g  a  g r e a t e r  

d i v e r s i t y  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y .  L a t e r  t h e  names o f  

s u c h  u n i v e r s i t i e s  as  B r a n d e i s ,  B o s t o n ,  H a r v a r d ,  Y a l e ,  Brown,  

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  Duke, O b e r l i n ,  S o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s ,  I l l i n o i s ,  I o w a ,  

M i n n e s o t a ,  C l a r e m o n t ,  and C a l i f o r n i a  began t o  a p p e a r  o r  t o  a p p e a r  

more  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l s  o f  o u r  f a c u l t y .  He a c h i e v e d  

a  m a j o r  coup i n  n e g o t i a t i n g  t h e  p l a n  t h a t  b r o u g h t  R u d o l f  and 

C l a r a  K i r k  t o  t h e  campus and l a t e r  t o  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  San Marcos .  

Though o u r  n e p o t i s m  p o l i c i e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  k e p t  us  f r o m  g e t -  

t i n g  C l a r a  i n t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  e x c e p t  o n  r e l e a s e d  t i m e ,  she was 

v e r y  much a  p a r t  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  g r o u p  and g a v e  u s  f r e e l y  so  

much o f  w h a t  V a s s a r ,  B r y n  Mawr, and D o u g l a s  C o l l e g e ,  R u t g e r s ,  

once  p a i d  f o r .  

The C o l l e g e  c r e a t e d  a  t i t l e  o f  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  P r o f e s s o r  o f  

E n g l i s h  f o r  R u d o l f  K i r k  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  f i n e  c a r e e r  as 



s c h o l a r  and t e a c h e r .  From t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s  

and c o l l e a g u e s ,  no  l e s s  w o u l d  h a v e  been s u i t a b l e  f o r  h i s  t e n u r e  

h e r e .  B o t h  he  and C l a r a  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  and  p u b l i c a t i o n  

a f t e r  coming t o  San Marcos .  T h e i r  e x a m p l e s  and l o n g  e x p e r i e n c e  

as p u b l i s h i n g  s c h o l a r s  gave  renewed  i m p e t u s  and  p r a c t i c a l  h e l p  

t o  members o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  R u d o l f  jun iped i n t o  

t e a c h i n g  w i t h  a  v i g o r  and p r o b a b l y  c l o c k e d  more  h o u r s  o f  i n d i -  

v i d u a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a n  any  o t h e r  c o l l e a g u e  i n  u p p e r  l e v e l  c o u r s e s .  

I have  t h o u g h t  t h a t  he  has  t h e  b e s t  v o i c e  and d i c t i o n  f o r  t h e  

r e a d i n g  o f  p o e t r y  t h a t  I h a v e  e v e r  h e a r d .  We c e r t a i n l y  p r i z e  

t h e  t a p e  we have  o f  t h e  r e a d i n g s  he  g r o u p e d  as  " L o v e  and D e a t h  

i n  t h e  S e v e n t e e n t h  C e n t u r y . "  

I n  1967 t h e  K i r k s  l e f t  f o r  a  t w o - y e a r  p e r i o d  a t  t h e  U n i -  

v e r s i t y  o f  I 1  1  i n o i s ,  C h i c a g o  C i r c l e .  T h e r e  t h e y  h e l p e d  e s t a b l i s h  

a  g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m  i n  E n g l i s h  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  many 

f r i e n d s  h e r e .  

The same s o r t  o f  n e p o t i s m  r u l e s  t h a t  p r e v e n t e d  o u r  o f f e r i n g  

employment  t o  C l a r a  K i r k  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  us t o  s e c u r e  t h e  

s e r v i c e s  o f  G e r t r u d e  Reese Hudson f o r  a  s e v e n - y e a r  p e r i o d  f r o m  

1963,  s i n c e  a  change i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas  p o l i c y  on  t h e  

m a t t e r  some y e a r s  e a r l i e r  o c c a s i o n e d  h e r  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  a  u n i -  

v e r s i t y  a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  d e f e r e n c e  t o  h e r  husband ,  W i l s o n ,  a  

c o l l e a g u e  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h .  G e r t r u d e  had  c o n t i n u e d  

h e r  B r o w n i n g  s t u d i e s  w h i l e  t e a c h i n g ,  p e r i o d i c a l l y  a t  l e a s t ,  i n  

i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas  D i v i s i o n  o f  E x t e n s i o n .  She r e p r e s e n t e d  



t h e  h i g h e s t  o r d e r  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  compe tence  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .  

When she r e s i g n e d  h e r e ,  she l e f t  r e l u c t a n t l y .  

I n e v e r  f e l t  i n  b e t t e r  s p i r i t s  as a  c h a i r m a n  t h a n  I d i d  one 

day i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1965 when t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  

p u b l i c a t i o n  d a t e  f o r  G e r t r u d e ' s  B r o w n i n g  and  H i s  A m e r i c a n  F r i e n d s ,  

r e l e a s e d  t h a t  day  i n  London b y  t h e  p u b l i s h e r s ,  Bowes and Bowes. 

The o c c a s i o n  f o r  c e l e b r a t i o n  was even  w i d e r  i n  s c o p e .  I t  was 

a l s o  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o f f e r  f e l i c i t a t i o n s  t o  R o b e r t  W a l t s ,  whose 

S t u d y  G u i d e  t o  "The R i s e  o f  S i l a s  Lapham" had  been o u t  f o r  some ------ 
months ;  t o  C l a r a  K i r k ,  whose W.D. H o w e l l s  ------ and t h e  A r t  o f  H i s  T ime 

was m o m e n t a r i l y  e x p e c t e d  o f f  t h e  R u t g e r s  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ;  t o  

C l a r a  and  R u d o l f  K i r k  f o r  t h e i r  e d i t i o n  o f  Susanna Rowson 's  

C h a r l o t t e  Temple ,  p u b l i s h e d  a  f e w  mon ths  e a r l i e r ;  and t o  I o n e  

Young, whose B y r o n  Concordance  w o u l d  be o u t  i n  t h e  f a l l .  

T h r e e  o f  t h e  new s t a f f  who came t o  s t a y - - V e r n o n  L y n c h  and  

Norman P e t e r s o n  i n  1963 and E l i z a b e t h  G e n t r y  Hayes t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

y e a r - - w e r e  r e c r u i t e d  f o r  t h e  v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  e a c h  

w o u l d  make i n  s p e c i a l  c o u r s e s :  L y n c h  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  E n g l i s h  

and s t u d e n t - t e a c h e r  s u p e r v i s i o n ;  P e t e r s o n  i n  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g ;  

and Hayes i n  l i n g u i s t i c s .  

W i t h i n  t h r e e  mon ths  o f  t h e  t i m e  I became c h a i r m a n ,  t h e  w e s t  

w i n g  o f  F l o w e r s  H a l l  was c o m p l e t e d  and t h e  t o p  f l o o r  o f  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  and  Modern  

Languages,  b o t h  m o v i n g  f r o m  L u e d e r s  H a l l .  N o t h i n g  c o u l d  have 

b o o s t e d  o u r  m o r a l e  more,  t h o u g h  I h a r d l y  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  b z l i e v e d  



by  my c o l l e a g u e s  now when I say  so.  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  

l i v i n g  memory we had a d e q u a t e  space  and some t o  s p a r e .  A t  t h a t  

t i m e  I was v i s i t i n g  t h e  campus o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s o u r i  

w i t h  some f r e q u e n c y  and was p l e a s e d  t o  n o t e  t h a t  o u r  t e a c h i n g  

a s s i s t a n t s  had more s p a c i o u s  o f f i c e s  t h a n  some p r o f e s s o r s  a t  

M i s s o u r i .  E v e r y t h i n g  was new o r  r e f u r b i s h e d  and c l e a n - - e v e n  

r e s t r o o m s ,  and t h e  f a c u l t y  had t h e i r  own r e s t r o o m s .  The new 

F a c u l t y  Lounge was r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  and c o u l d  pass  f o r  a  c l u b .  

I t  w o u l d  be o n l y  a f t e r  many y e a r s  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  we w o u l d  

come t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  p l a n  f o r  t e m p e r a t u r e  c o n t r o l s  on  o u r  

f l o o r  w o u l d  n e v e r  f u n c t i o n  v e r y  w e l l .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  even  a  

p o o r l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  s y s t e m  seemed good  t o  a  d e p a r t m e n t  m o v i n g  

f r o m  a  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  had had no p l a n  f o r  c o o l i n g  and i n  w h i c h ,  

i n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  some members o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  had been known t o  

s w i t c h  o f f  t h e  h e a t i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  an h o u r  so t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  be 

h e a r d  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  

The no rma l  t e a c h i n g  l o a d  h e r e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be f i f t e e n  h o u r s  

w e l l  i n t o  a  p e r i o d  i n  w h i c h  some o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  c o l l e g e s  and 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  had begun t r e a t i n g  a  t w e l v e - s e m e s t e r - h o u r  l o a d  as 

maximum. S i n c e  n e i t h e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  i t s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  

n o r  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Regen ts  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  a  r e d u c t i o n  and s i n c e  we 

had begun t o  f e e l  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  o u r  d i s a d v a n t a g e  i n  t h e  employment  

m a r k e t  because o f  o u r  work  l o a d ,  we were  o b l i g e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  an 

" e x p e r i m e n t a l  p l a n "  whereby a  t e a c h e r  w i t h  one sophomore c l a s s  o f  

s i x t y  s t u d e n t s  o r  more was g i v e n  a  t w e l v e - h o u r  t e a c h i n g  a s s i g n m e n t  



and an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e e k  f o r  an answer  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  how 

e f f e c t i v e  one m i g h t  be i n  a  c l a s s  o f  t h i s  s i z e  i n  t h e  c o u r s e .  

A f t e r  some y e a r s  o f  t h i s  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h o u t  d e f i n i t i v e  

answers  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  M c C r o c k l i n  was a b l e  t o  

a u t h o r i z e  a  s t a n d a r d  t w e l v e - h o u r  t e a c h i n g  l o a d  i n  any d e p a r t -  

ment  w h i c h  w o u l d  n o t  r e q u i r e  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  s t a f f  f o r  t h e  change .  

The b u d g e t e d  i ten1 f o r  s e c r e t a r i a l  he1 p  had r e m a i n e d  modes t  

i n d e e d  u n t i l  D r .  W a l t s '  t e r m  as c h a i r m a n - - " m o d e s t "  h e r e  t o  be  

c o n s t r u e d  as  enough t o  p r o v i d e  a  s t u d e n t  o f f i c e - a s s i s t a n t  f o r  

o n e - h a l f  t i m e .  Bob was t h e  f i r s t  t o  h a v e  a  f u l l - t i m e  s e c r e t a r y ,  

and i n c r e a s e d  w o r k - s t u d y  f u n d s  d i d  make i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  emp loy  

o t h e r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  a  f e w  h o u r s '  w o r k  e a c h  week 

w i t h i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  

The 1959 change t o  s t a t e - c o l l e g e  s t a t u s ,  t h o u g h  o c c a s i o n i n g  

some i m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  had  l i t t l e  

i n i t i a l  i m p a c t  on  E n g l i s h  and t h e  o t h e r  l i b e r a l  a r t s .  B u t  a  new 

e r a  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  was c e r t a i n l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  b y  1965.  GIhen i n  

t h a t  y e a r  t h e  C o l l e g e  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  s c h o o l s ,  I l e f t  t h e  d e p a r t -  

ment  t o  become Dean o f  L i b e r a l  and F i n e  A r t s ,  i f  one who c o n t i n u e s  

t o  t e a c h  t w o  c l a s s e s  c a n  be s a i d  t o  be l e a v i n g  a  t e a c h i n g  a s s i g n -  

men t .  Bob W a l t s  succeeded  me a s  c h a i r m a n .  'The r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  

was t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  p e r i o d  o f  r a p i d  g r o w t h .  

Bob began w i t h  a  f a c u l t y  o f  t w e n t y - o n e  and an e n r o l l m e n t  o f  3,492.  

When he r e s i g n e d  t h e  c h a i r m a n s h i p  i n  1972 ,  he  had f i f t y - f o u r  

t e a c h i n g  i n  E n g l i s h  f o r  an  FTE ( f u l l - t i m e  e q u i v a l e n t )  o f  42 .75 .  



The s t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h e  f a l l  s e m e s t e r  o f  1971 had r e a c h e d  

6,419, t h e  h i g h e s t  o f  r e c o r d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

Perhaps  o t h e r  c o m p a r a t i v e  f i g u r e s  w i l l  emphas ize  t h e  r a p i d i t y  

o f  g r o w t h  w h i c h  was f o r c i n g  change.  I n  t h e , s i x t y - t w o - y e a r  p e r i o d  

f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  t o  1965,  s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r s o n s  had h e l d  f a c u l t y  

a p p o i n t m e n t s  i n  E n g l i s h .  I n  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s ,  n i n e t y - t w o  

p e r s o n s  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  f a c u l t y  a p p o i n t m e n t s . *  The d i s p a r i t y  i n  

t h e  f i g u r e s  w o u l d  be even  g r e a t e r  i f  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  were  

i n c l u d e d .  B e f o r e  1965,  o n l y  15  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  had w o r k e d  

i n  t h e  d p e a r t m e n t  o v e r  t h e  t h i r t y - y e a r  p e r i o d  i n  w h i c h  g r a d u a t e  

s t u d e n t s  had been a v a i l a b l e .  I n  t h e  n e x t  13  y e a r s ,  some 108  

g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  be emp loyed  as t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s .  

The f o l  l o w i n g  f o r t y - e i g h t  E n g l  i sh f a c u l t y  a p p o i n t m e n t s  were  

made on D r .  Wal t s '  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n :  A l v i n  L o w e l l  B e n n e t t  ( 1 9 6 6 -  

1 9 7 2 ) ;  D a v i d  R a n a l d  S t e v e n s  ( 1 9 6 6 -  ) ; E d g a r  S t o c k t o n  L a i r d  

(1966-  ) ; S t e p h a n i e  C h e r n i k o w s k i  ( 1 9 6 6 - 1 9 6 8 )  ; P a t r i c i a  D i a n e  

Green ( 1 9 6 6 - 1  9 6 9 )  ; D a l t o n  H a r v e y  Gross  ( 1  966-  ) ;  M a r t h a  Luan 

B r u n s o n  ( 1 9 6 7 -  ) ;  F l o y d  C h e s t e r  M e d f o r d  ( 1 9 6 7 -  ) ; R o b e r t  

C .  B raden  ( 1 9 6 7 - 1 9 7 2 ) ;  D i c k i e  M a u r i c e  H e a b e r l i n  ( 1 9 6 7 -  1 ;  

B i l l y  G l e n n  Moore (1967-1969 ;  1 9 7 1 - 1 9 7 4 ) ;  George M i c h a e l  P i s k  

(1967-1972)  ; B e t t y  Jones  S t a r 1  i n g  ( 1 9 6 7 -  ) ; M a r y  Agnes T a y l o r  

( 1 9 6 7 -  ) ;  H e l e n e  Wes tb rook  H a r r i s o n  ( 1 9 6 7 - 1 9 7 0 ) ;  C l y d e  L e r o y  

G r i m m  ( 1  968-1  972)  ; L u n e l l  e  Anderson  ( 1  968-1  973)  ; Nancy Jane  

* B o t h  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  o f  f a c u l t y  r a n k  who t a u g h t  o n l y  
p a r t - t i m e .  



G r a y s o n  ( 1  968 -  ) ; James T e r r y  B r a t c h e r  ( 1 9 6 8 - 1 9 6 9 )  ; N o l a n  

Leon W e l l s  ( 1 9 6 8 - 1 9 7 2 )  ; W a l t e r  Asa W i n s e t t  ( 1 9 6 8 - 1 9 7 1 )  ; J a n i c e  

K a r e n  A1 b r e c h t  ( 1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 2 )  ; Mary  J o  E l e n b u r g  ( 1  9 6 9 - 1 9 7 0 )  ; 

R o b e r t  Eugene German ( 1  969-1  971 ) ; D e n i  s  P a u l  K r i e w a l  d  ( 1  969 -  

1 9 7 1 )  ; R o b e r t  C a r r o l  M i  1  l e r  ( 1 9 6 9 - 1  9 7 3 )  ; Owen H e n r y  S e a r s  ( 1  969 -  

1971 )  ; D i a n e  P a r k i n - S p e e r  ( 1 9 6 9 -  ) ;  Gordon D a v i d  C o l e  ( 1 9 7 0 -  
.r 

1 9 7 3 ) ;  B i l l  F r a n c i s  F o w l e r  ( 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 3 ) ;  L o i s  May Haney ( 1 9 7 0 -  1;  

L y n n  Sue P h i l l i p s  ( 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 3 ) ;  N a t h a n  A l e x a n d e r  Stedman 

( 1  970-  ) ;  R o b e r t  B r y a n  Thompson ( 1 9 7 0 -  ) ; E v e l y n  Osman 

To1 b e r t  ( 1 9 7 0 -  ) ; Anna L o u i s e  W e d d e l l  ( 1  970-1  9 7 5 )  ; S t e p h e n  

V i n c e n t  F a l c o n e  ( 1 9 7 1  -1 972 )  ; G a r l a n d  J a c k  G r a v i t t  ( 1 9 7 1  - ) ;  

D e l o r e s  Faye  H a l l  ( 1 9 7 1  - 1 9 7 2 )  ; J u d i t h  C a l d w e l l  ( M i l  l e r )  A l e x a n d e r  

( 1 9 7 1 -  ) ; C l a u d i a  Johnson  ( 1 9 7 2 - 1 9 7 3 )  ; C h a r l e s  R o l l  i n  01 son  

( 1 9 7 2 - 1 9 7 5 )  ; J o h n  0. Rosenba lm ( 1 9 7 2 -  ) ;  Mabe l  Agnes Samon 

( 1 9 7 2 - 1 9 7 4 )  ; C h a r l e s  D a v i d  S i n c l a i r  ( 1  972-1  9 7 5 )  ;- D o n a l d  L l o y d  

C l a r k e  ( 1 9 7 2 - 1 9 7 6 )  ; J a c k  C h a r l e s  M e a t h e n i a  ( 1 9 7 2 -  ) ;  C l i f f o r d  

J o h n  Ronan ( 1 9 7 2 -  1; 

" H a r r i e d "  w o u l d  become t h e  w o r d  f o r  t h e  c h a i r m a n  i n  E n g l i s h  ., 
f r o m  t h e  m i d - s i x t i e s  o n .  S t a f f  r e c r u i t m e n t  was t o  b e  a  c o n -  

t i n u o u s ,  y e a r - a r o u n d  p r o c e s s  u n t i l  t h e  m i d - s e v e n t i e s  when 

s u d d e n l y  a  p l e t h o r a  o f  we1 1 - q u a l i f i e d  c a n d i d a t e s  became a v a i l a b l e .  

Space,  so  p l e n t i f u l  f o r  f i v e  o r  s i x  y e a r s ,  came a g a i n  t o  be  an 0 

a c u t e  p r o b l e m ,  t o  be r e s o l v e d  o n l y  t e m p o r a r i l y  when i n  1970  p a r t s  

o f  t h e  m e z z a n i n e  and f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e a s  o f  F l o w e r s  H a l l  became 

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  d e p a r t m e n t a l  u s e .  The p r o b l e m  o f  s p a c e  h a d  been v 



a c c e n t u a t e d  f u r t h e r  when a  d i v i s i o n  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  had  been  

e s t a b l i s h e d  and  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h .  I t  began 

i n  1965 w i t h  D r .  R o b e r t  A .  Tampke t h e  o n l y  f a c u l t y  a s s i g n e d .  By 

1971 t h e  d i v i s i o n  had  s i x  f a c u l t y  members.  

I t  was Bob M a l t s '  l o t  t o  t a k e  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  s i x t i e s '  

i n f l u x  o f  a  somewhat  m i l i t a n t  " b e a t "  g e n e r a t i o n ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  

s t u d e n t  body  a n d  on  t h e  f a c u l t y .  I w o u l d  s a y  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  t h a t  

o u r  " b e a t s "  w e r e  b y  a n d  l a r g e  v e r y  f i n e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a n d  t h a t  

t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r o b l e m  t h e y  p o s e d  f o r  u s  was one  o f  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s .  

B u t  i f  one  i s  i n c l i n e d  t o  r e g a r d  s u c h  m a t t e r s  l i g h t l y ,  he  c a n n o t  

h a v e  s e e n  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  a  d e d i c a t e d  d e p a r t m e n t a l  

c h a i r m a n ,  who knows t h a t  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  t h e  h o p e s ,  e x p e c -  

t a t i o n s ,  a n d - - e v e n - - t h e  d e s e r t s  o f  t h o s e  f o r  whose p r o f e s s i o n a l  

w e l l - b e i n g  he  h a s  assumed some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  depends  i n  no  

s m a l l  measu re  o n  g o o d  d e p a r t m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s .  

The t u r m o i l  o f  t h e  t i m e s ,  a c c e n t u a t e d  b y  a  r e c e n t  c r i s i s  

i n  t o p  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  was a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  

b a c k g r o u n d  o u t  o f  w h i c h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  was p r e c i p i t a t e d  i n t o  a  

w e a r y i n g  and d i v i s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  when t e n u r e  was d e n i e d  t o  t h r e e  

o f  o u r  s t a f f - - D r s .  C l y d e  G r i m m ,  George  P i s k ,  and  B i l l  F o w l e r ,  

a l l  o f  whom had  been recommended b y  t h e  s e n i o r  s t a f f  and  c h a i r m a n . *  

What i n  o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  r e g a r d e d  as  a  

r o u t i n e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n ,  h o w e v e r  i t  m i g h t  have  been  

*Dr .  F o w l e r ' s  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  t e r m i n a t e d  i n  1973,  one  y e a r  
a f t e r  D r s .  G r i m m  and P i s k  had l e f t  t h e  f a c u l t y .  



e v a l u a t e d ,  became a  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  c a s e  when D r s .  G r i m m  and  F o w l e r  

e n t e r e d  s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  T h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  s h o u l d  

r e a c h  s u c h  a  p a s s ,  i n  my j u d g m e n t ,  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  o n l y  i n  t h e  

l i g h t  o f ' s o m e  r a p i d  changes  t h e n  a b r o a d .  On t h e  campus, d e p a r t -  

m e n t a l  s e n i o r  s t a f f s  had been o f f i c i a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  

recommending p r o c e s s  f o r  o n l y  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  and  t h e  new 

p r e s i d e n t ,  B i l l y  Mac J o n e s ,  h a d  j u s t  d e f i n e d  a  p r o c e d u r e  u n d e r  

w h i c h  d e p a r t m e n t a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  t e n u r e  and  p r o m o t i o n  were  

n o t  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  d e f i n i t i v e :  t h e y  w e r e  t o  be  b a s e d  e n t i r e l y  

on  a  j u d g m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c a n d i d a t e ' s  compe tence  as  s c h o l a r  

and t e a c h e r .  The  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  

w o u l d  be j u d g e d  by  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r s .  S h o r t l y  b e f o r e ,  

t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  P r o f e s s o r s  h a d  r e v i s e d  

i t s  s t a t e m e n t  o f  p r o c e d u r e s  c o n c e r n i n g  n o n - t e n u r e d  f a c u l t y ,  

a s s e r t i n g  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  have  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  r e a s o n s  i n  c a s e  

t h e i r  employment  was t o  be t e r m i n a t e d .  

U n d o u b t e d l y  D r s .  G r i m m  a n d  F o w l e r  were  moved t o  e n t e r  s u i t  

i n  p a r t  because  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  was n o t  a c t i n g  i n  

a c c o r d  w i t h  i t s  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  a c c e p t i n g  AAUP s t a n d a r d s  o f  p r o -  

c e d u r e  i n  t e r m i n a t i n g  emp loymen t  o f  f a c u l t y  members.* Though 

I r e g r e t t e d  t h e  o c c a s i o n  f o r  l i t i g a t i o n ,  I n e v e r  t h o u g h t  t h a t  

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r s  a c t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  

commi tment  t o  AAUP p r i n c i p l e s .  The  i n s t i t u t i o n  had i t s  own 

*The c a s e s  were  n o t  i d e n t i c a l .  D r .  G r i m m t s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  r e a s o n s  was n o t  g r a n t e d ;  D r .  F o w l e r  had been t o l d  
a  r e a s o n  t h a t  c o u l d  h a r d l y  have been t h e  w h o l e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  t o  deny  h i m  t e n u r e .  



s t a t e m e n t  o f  p r o c e d u r e s  w h i c h ,  when a d o p t e d ,  was b e l i e v e d  t o  be 

i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  A A U P  s t a t e m e n t .  S u b s c r i b i n g  t o  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

g r o u p ' s  s t a n d a r d s  a t  a  g i v e n  t i m e  c a n  h a r d l y  be  c o n s t r u e d  as  a  

commi tment  t o  a s s i g n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o l  i c y - m a k i n g  a u t h o r i t y  t o  

t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p  f o r  a l l  t i m e .  

The c o u r t  r u l e d  f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  b u t  t h e  c a s e  l e f t  i t s  

mark  on t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  L a t e r  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  w h i c h  had made t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t a l  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  a  c a n d i d a t e  o n l y  a  p a r t i a l  recommen- 

d a t i o n  was abandoned.  

D r .  M a l t s  was a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  i n  c u r r i c u l u m  

d e v e l  opment .  W i t h  more  s t u d e n t s ,  g r e a t e r  s t a f f  r e s o u r c e s ,  and  

p o s s i b l y  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  r e s t r a i n t  f r o m  h i g h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  began t o  d e v e l o p  a  p a t t e r n  o f  c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s  more  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  l a r g e r ,  g e n e r a l  - p u r p o s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  f i l l  i n g  

some gaps i n  o u r  c o v e r a g e  and r e d u c i n g  t h e  scope  o f  some c o u r s e s  

by  d i v i d i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  i n t o  t w o  c o u r s e s .  D u r i n g  B o b ' s  c h a i r -  

m a n s h i p ,  t h e  number o f  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  o f f e r i n g s  was i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  

t h i r t y - t h r e e  t o  f o r t y - s i x  and g r a d u a t e  o f f e r i n g s  f r o m  t e n  t o  

f i f t e e n .  

B o b ' s  v i t a l i t y  saw h i m  t h r o u g h  p e r i o d s  i n  w h i c h  b y  a l m o s t  

a n y o n e ' s  s t a n d a r d s  he was o v e r - e x t e n d e d .  The o n e - c o u r s e  

r e d u c t i o n  i n  t e a c h i n g  l o a d  a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  a1 1  d e p a r t m e n t a l  c h a i r -  

men r e p r e s e n t e d  a  marked  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  c o m p e n s a t o r y  t i m e  

a d j u s t m e n t  f o r  t h o s e  head- ing  t h e  l a r g e s t  d e p a r t ~ i i e n t s  and t h o s e  

whose d e p a r t m e n t s  had  fewer  t h a n  t e n  f a c u l t y  members, and  f o r  a  



t i m e  he had t o  work  u n d e r  t h i s  p o l i c y .  F o r  many mon ths  i n  

1968-69,  he  s e r v e d  as A c t i n g  Dean o f  t h e  G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l  w h i l e  

c o n t i n u i n g  i n  h i s  c h a i r m a n s h i p .  Even h i s  o b v i o u s l y  h e a v y  a s s i g n -  

m e n t s  d i d  n o t  seem t o  r e d u c e  h i s  c o m m i t t e e  a c t i v i t y ,  f o r  p e o p l e  

w i t h  work  t o  be done were  l i k e l y  t o  w a n t  h i m  as  a  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r -  

man, and he was 1  i k e l y  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Pe rhaps  

m o s t  t o  h i s  c r e d i t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and com- 

m i t t e e  work  n e v e r  c a u s e d  h i m  t o  s l i g h t  h i s  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h i n g .  

H i s  c o u r s e s  have  been d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  t h e  c a r e f u l  p l a n n i n g  

g i v e n  t o  them. Though h e  i s  known as an e x a c t i n g  t e a c h e r ,  s t u -  

d e n t s  seek  h i m  o u t  i n  l a r g e  numbers ,  and i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t u d e n t  

e v a l  u a t i o n - o f - f a c u l  t y  p o l  1  s ,  he has c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  h i g h -  

e s t  r a t i n g s .  

When D r .  M a r t h a  Luan  B r u n s o n  succeeded  D r .  W a l t s  as c h a i r -  

man i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1972 ,  no o t h e r  woman i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  had had c o m p a r a b l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  academic  admin-  

i s t r a t i o n ,  p r e v i o u s  women c h a i r m e n  h a v i n g  been i n  m a r k e d l y  s m a l l e r  

d e p a r t m e n t s - - G e o g r a p h y ,  Modern  Languages ,  and S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n - -  

and d e p a r t m e n t s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s t a f f  was c o m p r i s e d  e n t i r e l y  o f  

women--Home Economics  and Women's P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  f a c t  

d i d  n o t  escape  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  as  a  w h o l e ,  

n o r  of  E n g l i s h  f a c u l t i e s  i n  o t h e r  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  

t h e  r e g i o n ,  and t h e  q u i t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  she  has known 

i n  h e r  f i r s t  seven  y e a r s  i n  o f f i c e  m u s t  make a  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i -  

b u t i o n  t o  t h e  women's r i g h t s  movement i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  



T e x a s .  They  have  c e r t a i n l y  b r o u g h t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w e l l  a l o n g  

t o w a r d  a  new s e l f - i m a g e  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  needs  o f  t h e  

u n i v e r s i t y .  

P e r h a p s  D r .  B r u n s o n ' s  m a j o r  e m p h a s i s  t o  d a t e  has  been  on  

s e e k i n g  t o  a d a p t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  t h e  needs  o f  s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m s  

e m e r g i n g  i n  a  m u l t i p u r p o s e  r e g i o n a l  u n i v e r s i t y .  T h r o u g h  t h e  

1978-79 s c h o o l  y e a r ,  n i n e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  and  e l e v e n  g r a d u a t e  

c o u r s e s  have  been added  t o  t h e  o f f e r i n g s  upon h e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  

Some o f  t h e  new g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  p r o -  

grams i n  t h e  r e c e n t l y  c r e a t e d  S c h o o l  o f  H e a l t h  P r o f e s s i o n s  a n d  

v a r i o u s  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e ,  and  t h e  

S c h o o l s  o f  B u s i n e s s ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  and  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e ,  A d u l t ,  a n d  

C o n t i n u i n g  E d u c a t i o n .  F o u r  a r e  f o r  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  d e g r e e  o f  

M a s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  E n g l i s h .  

B e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  summer o f  1979 ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  

p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d i e s  l e a d i n g  

t o  a  m a s t e r  o f  a r t s  i n  m a n a g e r i a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  

The d e p a r t m e n t  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e s  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  

M a t h e m a t i c s  and  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  S t u d y  o f  B a s i c  S k i l l s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o v i d e  l e a d e r -  

s h i p  i n  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  

p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  b a s i c  s k i l l s  o f  s t u d e n t s  a t  p r e - c o l l e g e  l e v e l s  i n  

s c h o o l .  The c e n t e r  p r o v i d e s  a  new o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  o u r  f a c u l t y  

t o  w o r k  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o n  p r o b l e m s  o f  m u t u a l  c o n c e r n .  

I n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  s h e  has  done much 



t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  emphas is  on  c o m p o s i t i o n  i n  E n g l i s h  s t u d i e s - - t h i s  

change r e f l e c t i n g  b o t h  h e r  own j u d g m e n t  and h e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  

wha t  o u r  p u b l i c  w a n t s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  
0 

She has  p r o v i d e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Open U n i v e r s i t y ,  

an e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o g r a m  w h i c h ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  D r .  C l i f f o r d  

Ronan, a t t e m p t s  t o  mee t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  needs  o f  s t u d e n t s  whose 

commi tments  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  e n r o l  l i n g  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r l y  sched-  

u l e d  o f f e r i n g s .  I n  t h e  sunimer o f  1978 ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i n i t i a t e d  

a  s t u d i e s - a b r o a d  p r o g r a m  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  modern  drama when D r .  

Vernon E. L y n c h  t o o k  h i s  c l a s s  t o  London  f o r  t h e  summer t h e a t r i c a l  

season and v i s i t s  t o  museums and h i s t o r i c  p u b l i c  s i t e s .  The 

d e p a r t m e n t  has  a l s o  g i v e n  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and 

o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t u d e n t  L e a r n i n g  A s s i s t a n c e  C e n t e r ,  and s u c h  h e l p  

as i t  c o u l d  m u s t e r  f o r  D r .  J a c k  M e a t h e n i a ' s  j o u r n a l ,  S t u d i e s  - i n  

A m e r i c a n  Humor. 

Though i t  seems u n l i k e l y  t h a t  an a c t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o u l d  

e v e r  have a  t r a v e l  b u d g e t  t h a t  w o u l d  s a t i s f y  a l l  i t s  e x p e c t a t i o n s  

c o n c e r n i n g  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o s t  o f  a t t e n d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

m e e t i n g s ,  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  has  made s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s  i n  r e c e n t  

y e a r s  t o  have  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  v a r i e d  n a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  

r e l a t e d  t o  o u r  d i s c i p l i n e .  The a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Modern  Lan -  

guage A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  be t h e  p l a c e  a t  w h i c h  we t r a n s a c t  

some o f  o u r  i m p o r t a n t  b u s i n e s s - - a  p r o c e d u r e  i n  s t r o n g  c o n t r a s t  

t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  o n l y  t w e n t y  y e a r s  ago when i t  was g e n e r a l l y  

assumed t h a t  t h e r e  was no o c c a s i o n  f o r  a  member o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  



f a c u l t y  t o  t r a v e l  o u t  o f  s t a t e  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

D r .  B r u n s o n  has  done  much t o  t i d y  up t h e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  com- 

m i t t e e  w o r k .  Many f u n c t i o n s  o n c e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  -- a d  hoc  c o m m i t t e e s  

named f o r  some s p e c i f i c  o c c a s i o n  as a  need  a p p e a r e d  now a r e  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  one o r  a n o t h e r  s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e .  D e m o c r a t i c  

p r o c e d u r e s  h a v e  been  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  d e p a r t m e n t a l  d e c i s i o n  

m a k i n g  and o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  c u r -  

r e n t  a t t e m p t  t o  r e d u c e  c o m m i t t e e  a s s i g n m e n t s  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

w i l l  r e s t r i c t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e l e g a t i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

v a r i o u s  phases  o f  t h e  w o r k .  

The move t o w a r d  g r e a t e r  t i d i n e s s  had  t o  s t o p  s h o r t  o f  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t a l  o f f i c e ,  h o w e v e r .  When E l v i r a  Dominguez ,  my g u a r d i a n  

a n g e l  o f  a  s e c r e t a r y ,  and I moved w i t h  t w o  d e s k s ,  a  t y p i n g  t a b l e ,  

and a  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t ,  t h e  o f f i c e  c o u l d  h a v e  been  m i s t a k e n  f o r  

t h a t  o f  a  bank  j u n i o r  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  Today ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  

c a l l e d  up  w o u l d  more  l i k e l y  be a  m a i l  o r d e r  s e c t i o n  o f  a  d e p a r t -  

m e n t  s t o r e  d u r i n g  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  r u s h .  The c o n t r a s t  i n  p h y s i c a l  

s e t t i n g  t h e n  and  now r e f l e c t s  a  c o m p a r a b l e  change  i n  t h e  v o l u m e  

o f  p a p e r  w o r k  o v e r  w h i c h  t h e  c h a i r m a n  p r e s i d e s  and  t h e  number  o f  

s t a f f  c o n f e r e n c e s  t h e  j o b  now r e q u i r e s .  I t  i s  a l s o  m o s t  c o n v i n -  

c i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  need  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  s p a c e .  

As I h a v e  n o t e d  b e f o r e ,  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 7 1 ,  e n r o l l m e n t s  

i n  E n g l i s h  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  a  b i t  f r o m  t h e  6,419 o f  t h a t  s e m e s t e r  

t o  6,078 i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 7 8 .  Though t h e  t r e n d  f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r  

has  n o t  been c o n s i s t e n t l y  downward,  i t  does  seem c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  



g r o w t h  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  f u t u r e  w i l l  n o t  k e e p  

p a c e  w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a s  a  w h o l e .  On t h i s  

a s s u m p t i o n ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h ,  w i t h  some o t h e r  d e p a r t -  

m e n t s  i n  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  b e g a n  t o  make a p p o i n t m e n t s  w i t h  

an  e x p l i c i t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  h o l d e r  o f  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  

was n o t  o n  a  t e n u r e  t r a c k .  T h o u g h  new f a c u l t y  e m p l o y e d  o n  t h e s e  

t e r m s  c o u l d  be c h a n g e d  t o  t e n u r e  t r a c k ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  has  been  

r e l u c t a n t  t o  make t h e  c h a n g e .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  

d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  t h r e e - y e a r - a n d - o u t  p o l i c y  h e r a l d s  a n y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t e n u r e  a p p o i n t m e n t s .  The  r a t e  o f  f a c u l t y  

t u r n o v e r  has  a l s o  b e e n  a c c e l e r a t e d  f o r  b u d g e t a r y  r e a s o n s  when 

some p o s i t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  a p p o i n t m e n t s  o f  o n e - y e a r -  

o n l y  t o  c a n d i d a t e s  whose  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  q u a l i f y  t h e m  

f o r  o n l y  a  m in imum s a l a r y  as  a n  i n s t r u c t o r .  T h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  

h a v e  o b v i o u s  l i m i t a t i o n s .  The  d e p a r t m e n t  t a k e s  l i t t l e  c o m f o r t  

i n  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  we a d d r e s s  h e r e  a r e  r a t h e r  

g e n e r a l  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  f o r  n o  r e a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n s  

seem t o  be i n  s i g h t .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 7 3  a n d  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 7 8 ,  some f o r t y - f o u r  f a c u l t y  

a p p o i n t m e n t s  w e r e  made o n  D r .  B r u n s o n ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  T h e y  

a r e  as f o l l o w s :  S t e v e n  M a r c  G e r s o n  ( 1  9 7 3 - 1 9 7 4 ;  1 9 7 7 - 1 9 7 8 )  ; 

B e r t r a m  H a r r y  F a i r c h i l d ,  J r .  ( 1 9 7 3 - 1 9 7 6 )  ; P a t r i c i a  Gonyea 

( 1 9 7 3 - 1 9 7 6 ) ;  M a r y  E v e l y n  G r a n t  ( 1 9 7 3 -  ) ;  R o b e r t  Samuel  Gwynn 

( 1 9 7 3 - 1 9 7 6 )  ; H e l e n  W i l l  i a m s  H a n i c a k  ( 1 9 7 3 - 1 9 7 9 ) ;  J o h n  F r a n k  

J a s t e r  ( 1  973 -1  9 7 6 )  ; L e o n  J o h n  S c h u l  t z  ( 1 9 7 3 - 1  9 7 8 )  ; C a r l o t t a  



L o c k m i l  l e r  W i l  d h a c k  ( 1 9 7 3 - 1  9 7 4 )  ; Norman L.  M c N e i l  ( 1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 6 )  ; 

R o b e r t  S e l w y n  H u f f a k e r  ( 1 9 7 4 -  ) ;  K e n n e t h  Howard  A l l e n  ( 1 9 7 4 -  

1 9 7 5 )  ; P a t r i c i a  Ann C z i c h o s  (1970 -1972 ;  1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 5 ;  1 9 7 8 - 1 9 7 9 )  ; 

L a r r y  Eugene H e r t  ( 1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 7 ) ;  D i a n e  Moore  ( 1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 6 ) ;  Ada 

P o i r i e r  B u r k e  ( 1 9 7 5 -  ) ;  W i l l i a m  S a n b o r n  P f e i f f e r  ( 1 9 7 5 -  

1 9 7 7 ) ;  R o b e r t  R u s s e l l  Hughes ( 1 9 7 5 -  ) ;  B a r b a r a  J e a n  W i l l i a m s  

( 1  975 -1976 )  ; Susan Day Hanson ( 1 9 7 6 -  ) ;  Rose Mary  D r e u s s i  

( 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 7 ) ;  W i l l i s  E a r l  Weeks ( 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 8 ) ;  F r i e d e m a n n  K a r l  

B a r t s c h  ( 1  976 -  ) ;  P a u l a  Faye C h a d w i c k  ( 1 9 7 6 -  ) ;  P a t r i c i a  

Ann Deduck ( 1 9 7 6 -  ) ; J o h n  W i l l  i a m  F e r s t e l  ( 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 7 )  ; C a r o l y n  

J o y c e  Goss ( 1 9 7 6 -  ) ;  J o  Ann K u b a l a  ( 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 8 ) ;  J u l i a  E l a i n e  

M a g u i r e  ( 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 8 )  ; D a n i e l  J o h n  P r i c e  ( 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 9 )  ; C a t h e r i n e  

Turman W i l d e r m u t h  ( 1 9 7 6 -  ) ;  J o h n  S. H i l l  ( 1 9 7 7 -  ) ;  Duncan 

A1 b e r t  C a r t e r  ( 1 9 7 7 - 1 9 7 9 )  ; M a r y  K r i s t i n a  F a b e r  I r o t  ( 1 9 7 7 -  1 ;  

C y n t h i a  Lee ( 1 9 7 7 -  ) ;  G l e n  E r n s t  L i c h  ( 1 9 7 7 - 1 9 7 9 ) ;  R o b e r t  

Thomas M c A r t h u r  ( 1 9 7 7 - 1 9 7 8 )  ; J o h n  W a l t e r  S c o t t  ( 1 9 7 7 -  ) ;  C l a u d i a  

J o h n s o n  ( 1 9 7 8 -  ) ; John  M c D i a r m i d  ( 1 9 7 8 - 1 9 7 9 )  ; Pamela  S c o t t  ( 1 9 7 8 -  

) ; D i a n e  Bonds ( 1 9 7 8 -  ) ; T e r r e n c e  Da l  r y m p l  e  ( 1  978 -1  9 7 9 )  ; a n d  

R o b e r t  O g l e  ( 1 9 7 8 -  1 

I have  f e l t  t h a t  i n  h e r  f i r s t  y e a r  D r .  B r u n s o n  was c o n f r o n t e d  

w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r o b l e m  o f  h e r  c h a i r m a n s h i p  when she  h a d  t o  r e a c t  

t o  a  p r o p o s a l  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i n t o  u p p e r  and  l o w e r  d i v i s i o n s  

w i t h  a  v i c e - c h a i r m a n  i n  c h a r g e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  a l l  f r e s h m a n  and 

sophomore  c o u r s e s .  The p r o p o s a l  had s t r o n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t ,  

b u t  many o f  us  b e l i e v e d  t h a t ,  w i t h  more  t h a n  e i g h t y  p e r c e n t  o f  o u r  



s e c t i o n s  g i v e n  t o  c o u r s e s  b e l o w  t h e  j u n i o r  l e v e l ,  s u c h  an  o r g a n i -  

z a t i o n a l  p a t t e r n  w o u l d  weaken t h e  c h a i r m a n  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  and  

u l t i m a t e l y  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  She was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  d e l a y i n g  a  

d e c i s i o n  u n t i l  a  change i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w o u l d  p e r m i t  o u r  v i e w  

t o  p r e v a i l .  A s u b s t i t u t e  p l a n  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  change  had f u l l  

d e p a r t m e n t a l  s u p p o r t .  

The p o s i t i o n  o f  D i r e c t o r  o f  F reshman E n g l i s h  was s t r e n g t h e n e d  

i n  1973 t o  p r o v i d e  a  c o o r d i n a t o r  o f  p l a n n i n g  i n  t h e  c o u r s e s  and a  

s u p e r v i s o r  o f  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s .  D r .  Nancy  G r a y s o n ,  s e r v i n g  

i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  f r o m  1973 t o  J a n u a r y ,  1979,  when she  was s u c c e e d e d  

by D r .  D i c k i e  H e a b e r l i n ,  p r o v i d e d  a n  e x e m p l a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  w h i c h  

has  j u s t i f i e d  f u l l y  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  change .  

I n  a n o t h e r  change  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  t h e  c h a i r m a n s h i p  

and i m p r o v e  o u r  s e r v i c e s ,  D r .  D a v i d  R .  S t e v e n s ,  a p p o i n t e d  e x e c u t i v e  

o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  G r a d u a t e  C o m m i t t e e  and A d v i s o r  t o  

g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s ,  has  assumed f i r s t - l i n e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  m o s t  

m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e  p rog ram.  

I t  s h o u l d  be u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  i f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  

t o d a y  f a c e s  some p r o b l e m s  o f  e s p r i t  d e  c o r p s  as f a c u l t y  p e r s o n n e l  

c o n t i n u e  t o  come and g o  i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  e n r o l l m e n t s  

and  some d i s c i p l i n e s  new t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s c e n e  o n  t h i s  campus 

a t t r a c t  m a j o r s  i n  numbers  b e y o n d  a n y  we had  e v e r  a n t i c i p a t e d  o r  

hoped f o r .  W i t h o u t  f o r c i n g  c o m p a r i s o n s  i n  an  u n s e e m l y  manner ,  we 

have i n  t h e  p a s t  been a b l e  t o  m a r s h a l  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u s t a i n  an  

a s s u m p t i o n  we l i k e d  t o  make t h a t  we w e r e  number  o n e - - o r  p e r h a p s  



more  a c c u r a t e l y ,  s e c o n d  t o  none.  The s o r t  o f  e v i d e n c e  o n  w h i c h  

t h i s  p r i d e f u l  j u d g m e n t  o f  o u r  s t a t u s  r e s t e d  has  n o t  a l w a y s  r e a s -  

s u r e d  us  o f  l a t e .  

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  s e v e n t i e s  h a v e  b r o u g h t  a  r e m a r k a b l e  d e v e l o p -  

m e n t  on w h i c h  we c a n  f i x  o u r  hopes  f o r  a  r e n e w a l  w h i c h  w o u l d  make 

t h e  p a s t  seem b u t  p r e l u d e :  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1977 ,  M r s .  L o u i s e  L i n d s e y  

M e r r i c k  o f  T y l e r ,  T e x a s ,  gave  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  an  endowment  o f  

$500,000 t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  T h e r e s e  K a y s e r  L i n d s e y  C h a i r  o f  L i t e r -  

a t u r e  i n  memory o f  h e r  m o t h e r .  The b e n e f a c t i o n  i s  u n i q u e  i n  t h i s  

r e g i o n .  Coming as i t  d i d  when E n g l i s h  d e p a r t m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

n a t i o n  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  some d e f l a t i o n  i n  s e l f  es teem,  i t  has  

p l a c e d  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  i n  a  f a v o r e d  p o s i t i o n  f o r  r e a l i z i n g  g o a l s  

p r e v i o u s l y  b e y o n d  o u r  g r a s p .  

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1978 ,  t h e  c h a i r  was d e d i c a t e d  i n  a  f o r m a l  

c o n v o c a t i o n  a d d r e s s e d  b y  D r .  J o h n  H. F i s h e r ,  l o n g t i m e  E x e c u t i v e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Modern  Language A s s o c i a t i o n  and e d i t o r  o f  PMLA, 

a  f o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  MLA, and c u r r e n t l y  t h e  J o h n  C .  Hodges P r o -  

f e s s o r  o f  E n g l i s h  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e .  

W h i l e  a  c o m m i t t e e  u n d e r  t h e  c h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  D r .  D a v i d  R .  

S t e v e n s  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  s e a r c h  a n d  s c r e e n  p r o c e s s  f o r  recommend ing  

t h e  f i r s t  p r o f e s s o r  t o  o c c u p y  t h e  c h a i r ,  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  w h i c h  D r .  

R o b e r t  W .  W a l t s  was c h a i r m a n  p r e s e n t e d ,  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  

L i n d s e y  C h a i r ,  a  l e c t u r e  s e r i e s  t h a t  s p o k e  w e l l  f o r  t h i n g s  t o  come--  

J o h n  G r a v e s ,  L a r r y  M c M u r t r y ,  R . G .  V l i e t ,  and  L o n  T i n k l e  d e v e l o p i n g  

t h e  theme o f  " T h e  S o u t h w e s t  as  a  C r a d l e  f o r  W r i t e r s "  and  James 



D i c k e y  g i v i n g  a  s t i r r i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  p o e t  r e a d i n g  h i s  own 

p o e t r y .  The s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  i s  now c o m p l e t e ,  and i n  Sep tember ,  

1979, D r .  A r l i n  T u r n e r  w i l l  become t h e  f i r s t  ' r h e r e s e  K a y s e r  L i n d -  

sey  P r o f e s s o r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e .  D r .  T u r n e r  i s  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c h o l a r ,  

e d i t o r  o f  A m e r i c a n  L i t e r a t u r e ,  and i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e  James 0 .  

Duke P r o f e s s o r  o f  E n g l i s h  a t  Duke U n i v e r s i t y .  

The L i n d s e y  C h a i r  i s  a  f i t t i n g  t o p i c  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  end a  

c h r o n i c l e  u n d e r t a k e n  as p a r t  o f  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  7 5 t h  a n n i -  

v e r s a r y  y e a r  f o r  S o u t h w e s t  Texas S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  The o c c a s i o n  

f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  C h a i r  r e a c h e s  back  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s ,  and 

i t s  p o t e n t i a l  r e w a r d s  s t i m u l a t e  g r e a t  hopes f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  

M r s .  M e r r i c k  f o u n d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e c i p i e n t  

o f  t h e  endowment because  h e r  m o t h e r  had  been a  member o f  t h e  c l a s s  

o f  1904 a t  t h e  S o u t h w e s t  Texas S t a t e  Norma l  S c h o o l .  M r s .  L i n d s e y ,  

t h e  m o t h e r ,  was w r i t i n g  c o m p e t e n t  v e r s e  i n  h e r  s t u d e n t  days  and 

l a t e r  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  w r i t e  and p u b l i s h  p o e t r y  and t o  w o r k  m o s t  

e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  a r t s  i n  Texas ,  P e r h a p s  

i t  i s  n o t  t o o  much t o  hope t h a t  t h e  E n g l i s h  f a c u l t y  o f  1904  had 

a  k e y  r o l e  i n  s t i m u l a t i n g  and d i r e c t i n g  t h i s  i n t e r e s t ,  o r  i n d e e d ,  

t o  hope t h a t  t h r o u g h  M r s .  M e r r i c k ' s  s u p p o r t  E n g l i s h  f a c u l t i e s  i n  

y e a r s  t o  come w i l l  have  even  g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s e r v e  w e l l  

t h e  needs o f  t h o s e  who s t u d y  h e r e .  



APPENDIX A 

THE GRADUATE MAJOR 

F o r  many y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  M.A .  d e g r e e  was f i r s t  o f f e r e d  i n  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  s t u d e n t  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  was 

a  t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  who came t o  summer s c h o o l  and,  

i f  d r i v i n g  d i s t a n c e s  w e r e  n o t  t o o  g r e a t ,  e n r o l l e d  i n  l o n g  s e s s i o n  

c o u r s e s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  m e e t  on S a t u r d a y  o n l y .  Though c o m p l e t i o n  o f  

t h e  d e g r e e  b r o u g h t  a  m o d e s t  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e  u n d e r  t h e  S t a t e  M i n i -  

mum F o u n d a t i o n  S a l a r y  S c h e d u l e ,  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  were  

m o t i v a t e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  b y  a  d e s i r e  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  p r e p a r a t i o n  

f o r  t h e i r  w o r k ,  h a v i n g  commun i t y  t i e s  t h a t  w o u l d  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  

keep them f r o m  l o o k i n g  f o r  emp loymen t  i n  a n o t h e r  s c h o o l  w h e r e  t h e  

s a l  a r y  w o u l d  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e t t e r .  

Why f o r  a b o u t  f o r t y  y e a r s  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f f e r e d  t o  s u c h  

s t u d e n t s  no c h o i c e  e x c e p t  a  v e r y  t r a d i t i o n a l  ~ i i a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  

p r o g r a m  c a n  be u n d e r s t o o d  o n l y  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  I n  

p l a n n i n g  o u r  d e g r e e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  we w e r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  v i e w  t h e  

p e o p l e  we w e r e  s e r v i n g  as  ones who had  been o b l i g e d  t o  s a c r i f i c e  

a l m o s t  a  w h o l e  y e a r ' s  w o r k  i n  a r t s  and s c i e n c e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  q u a l -  

i f y  f o r  a  t e a c h i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e . *  We w o u l d ,  t h e n ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

h e l p i n g  them a c q u i r e  f u r t h e r  s k i l l  i n  d o i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t u d y ,  

b r i n g  them t o  r e a d i n g s  t h e y  had  n o t  been a b l e  t o  i n c l u d e  i n  

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s .  

* F o r  much o f  t h a t  p e r i o d  t w e n t y - f o u r  s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  



P e r h a p s  o f  e q u a l  o r  g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  p r o -  

g ram was o u r  r e s o l v e  e v e n  w i t h  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  o f f e r  a  

d e g r e e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  i t s  h i g h  q u a l i t y ,  and  i t  was i n  o u r  own 

d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  we s o u g h t  t h e  j u d g e s  o f  s u c h  s t a n d a r d s .  We 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  a  t h e s i s  was l i k e l y  t o  be  t h e  m o s t  

m a t u r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  a  s t u d e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  i n  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  

g r a d u a t e  w o r k ,  a n d  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  s t u d e n t s  who h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  

t h e  p r o g r a m  h a v e  r e g u l a r l y  s ~ ~ p p o r t e d  t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n .  

B u t ,  a t  a  t i m e  when t h e  p u b l i c  i s  r a t h e r  c r i t i c a l  o f  o u r  

r e s u l t s  i n  t e a c h i n g  c o m p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  l o w e r  l e v e l s ,  i t  i s  e q u a l l y  

c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m  i n  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  

l e a v e s  t h e  n e w l y  c e r t i f i e d  t e a c h e r  w i t h o u t  r e a l  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  

i n  p e d a g o g i c a l  m a t t e r s .  I n  1 9 7 7 ,  o u r  r e s t r u c t u r e d  p r o g r a m  f o r  a  

M a s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  d e g r e e  i n  E n g l i s h  p l a c e d  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  more  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  s t u d e n t s  who 

p r e f e r  t o  i n c l u d e  i n  t h e i r  p r e p a r a t i o n  some s t u d y  o f  t e c h n i q u e s  

e s p e c i a l l y  a d a p t e d  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  t h e i r  d i s c i -  

p l i n e .  I t  i s  c l e a r  a l r e a d y  t h a t  t h i s  d e g r e e  m e e t s  a  demand. 

A s t u d y  made b y  D r .  D a v i d  S t e v e n s  i n  1 9 7 5  p r o v i d e s  t h e  b e s t  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a b o u t  w h a t  t h o s e  who h a v e  

t a k e n  a  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  w i t h  u s  r e c e n t l y  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be  d o i n g  

now. On t h e  b a s i s  o f  r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  5 8  o f  t h e  1 1 0  p e r s o n s  who 

h a d  e a r n e d  a  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  w i t h  u s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n  1 9 6 7  

a n d  1 9 7 5 ,  he  was a b l e  t o  c a t e g o r i z e  i n  f o u r  g r o u p s  t h e  t y p e s  o f  

e m p l o y m e n t  o u r  g r a d u a t e s  e n t e r  a n d  t o  show t h e  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  



w i t h  w h i c h  each  t y p e  i s  b e i n g  chosen .  O f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  26  had 

f a c u l t y - l e v e l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  i n  c o l l e g e s  o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  o f  whom 

14  were  i n  s e n i o r - l e v e l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  17 w e r e  t e a c h i n g  i n  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s ,  m a i n l y  h i g h  s c h o o l s ;  1 0  were  e n r o l l e d  i n  Ph.D. p r o g r a m s ;  

and 5 had a c c e p t e d  j o b s  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  i n d u s t r y .  

Wha teve r  i t s  m e r i t s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  i n  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  M.A.  

d e g r e e  we c o n t i n u e  t o  o f f e r  i s  w e l l - a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  needs o f  s t u -  

d e n t s  who w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s  beyond  t h e  m a s t e r ' s .  

Though r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  o f  o u r  g r a d u a t e s  p r o c e e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  e n r o l l  

i n  f u r t h e r  g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s ,  many who have  f o u n d  employment  i n  

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t i m e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  s t u d i e s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  

d o c t o r a t e .  





APPENDIX B 

THE TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

Though a  p a t t e r n  f o r  e m p l o y i n g  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  as  t e a c h i n g  

a s s i s t a n t s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  m a s t e r ' s  

d e g r e e  w o r k ,  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  a l m o s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  t h e  c o l l e g e  w o u l d  

r e g a r d  e a c h  o f  t h e  f e w  a p p o i n t m e n t s  made as  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n s t a n c e s .  

The d r i v e  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s  

o c c a s i o n e d  r a t h e r  s t r i c t  a d h e r e n c e  t o  a  p o l i c y  o f  r e q u i r i n g  a  mas- 

t e r ' s  d e g r e e  as  min imum e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  o n e  a s s i g n e d  

c l a s s r o o m  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  From 1935 t o  1 9 5 9  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

E n g l i s h  gave a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  o n l y  f o u r  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  as  t e a c h -  

i n g  a s s i s t a n t s ,  e a c h  a t  a  t i m e  when needs  f o r  p a r t - t i m e  s t a f f i n g  

and a v a i l a b i l  i t y  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  a b l e  s t u d e n t s  c o n v e r g e d  i n  t i m e .  

Sydney  Cox, among t h e  f i r s t  M.A. g r . a d u a t e s  w i t h  a  c o n c e n t r a -  

t i o n  i n  E n g l i s h ,  was o u r  f i r s t .  He was a  m a t u r e  y o u n g  man i n  whom 

Ga tes  Thomas had  awakened a  l o v e  f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e .  Q u i t e  

p o s s i b l y  i t  was i n  t h i s  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  Syd d e v e l o p e d  

t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  became h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s t y l e  i n  h i s  l o n g  t e n u r e  

a t  Texas  A&M. H e r e ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  o f  u s  w e r e  u s i n g  o u r  a f t e r n o o n s  

t o  s t u d y  O l d  E n g l i s h ,  G o t h i c ,  S w i f t  and  Pope,  o r  M i l t o n ,  Syd s e t  

up  i n  L u e d e r s  H a l l  a t  2 :00  P . M .  w i t h  g r e a t  r e g u l a r i t y  t o  t e a c h  t h e  

i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  s e n t e n c e  t o  a n y  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s ,  and 

he n e v e r  l a c k e d  f o r  s t u d e n t s .  On h o t  s p r i n g  d a y s ,  he  removed h i s  

s h i r t  and  p l a c e d  i t  o v e r  t h e  b a c k  o f  a  c h a i r  b e f o r e  he  began  t h e  

a r d u o u s  w o r k  a t  t h e  b l a c k b o a r d .  
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A t  l e a s t  one  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  l e a r n e d  m o r e  a b o u t  how t o  

t e a c h  f r o m  t h i s  e x a m p l e  a n d  w o u l d  h o l d  h i s  own t u t o r i a l s  i n  l a n g u a g e  

u n t i l  a b o u t  1 9 6 2  when i t  became p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  E n g l i s h  

l a b o r a t o r y  f o r  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  i n d i v i d u a l  he1  p  a n d  t h e  a d m i n -  

i s t r a t i o n  o f  make-up  q u i z z e s .  

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  1 9 4 7  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  made o t h e r  t e a c h i n g  

a s s i s t a n t  a p p o i n t m e n t s - - t h i s  t i m e  t o  Thomas O l i v e r  M a l l o r y  a n d  G o r -  

d o n  Lee .  I d o  n o t  know w h a t  L e e ' s  s u b s e q u e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  

was l i k e .  O l i v e r  M a l l o r y  s t a y e d  on  as  a n  i n s t r u c t o r ,  c o m p l e t e d  

h i s  d o c t o r a t e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  

f a c u l t y  f o r  a  f e w  y e a r s  b e f o r e  he  a c c e p t e d  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  New 

M e x i c o  H i g h l a n d s  U n i v e r s i t y .  

A l a n  Weber f i l l e d  i n  f o r  me b r i e f l y  i n  1 9 5 1  when I h a d  t o  

l e a v e  b e f o r e  a  s e m e s t e r  was o v e r  f o r  a  t w e n t y - o n e  m o n t h  t o u r  o f  

d u t y  w i t h  t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  

I do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  e i t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o r  d e p a r t m e n t a l  

p o l i c y  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r  h a d  c h a n g e d  when, b e t w e e n  1 9 5 9  a n d  1962 ,  

S t a r  H u f f s t i c k l e r ,  K a t h l e e n  O l i v e ,  a n d  E d g a r  L a i r d  s e r v e d  a s  

t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  i n  E n g l i s h .  A l l  w e r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  q u a l -  

i f i e d ,  and  p e r h a p s  we w e r e  moved t o  make a n  e x t r a  e f f o r t  t o  p r e p a r e  

t hem f o r  c o l l e g e  t e a c h i n g .  C e r t a i n l y  f o r  a  t i m e  n o  o t h e r  g r a d u a t e  

s t u d e n t s  f o l l o w e d  t hem i n  a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  

1 9 6 4  t h e  maximum number  o f  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  

w h o l e  c o l l e g e  a t  a n y  one  t i m e  was o n l y  n i n e .  

One e p i s o d e  comes t o  m i n d  w h i c h  e l i c i t e d  o u r  p r i d e  i n  t h e  



s t a n d a r d  we m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  m in imum s t a f f  p r e p a r a t i o n .  A San M a r c o s  

M e r i t  Award  w i n n e r  who h a d  c h o s e n  t o  t a k e  h i s  s c h o l a r s h i p  a t  R i c e  

U n i v e r s i t y  w a l k e d  i n t o  h i s  f r e s h m a n  E n g l i s h  c l a s s  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  

h i s  t e a c h e r  w o u l d  be  a  y o u n g  San M a r c o s  woman who h a d  j u s t  c o m p l e t e d  

h e r  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  w i t h  u s  a n d  e n r o l l e d  f o r  g r a d u a t e  w o r k  a t  R i c e - -  

t h i s  i n  a  y e a r  i n  w h i c h  no member o f  o u r  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  h a d  l e s s  

t h a n  a  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e .  

B u t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  f a c u l t y  r e c r u i t m e n t  i n  t h e  s i x t i e s  w e r e  

s o o n  t o  become f o r m i d a b l e .  U n e x p e c t e d l y  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e s  i n  e n r o l l -  

m e n t  w e r e  o c c u r r i n g ,  and  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f i l l i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  

a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  f a c u l t y  i n c r e a s e d  y e a r  b y  y e a r .  I t  

was e a s y  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we m i g h t  s e r v e  o u r  n e e d s  b e t t e r  w i t h  t h e  

m o s t  a b l e  p e o p l e  we h a d  t a u g h t  as  u n d e r g r a d u a t e s  t h a n  we c o u l d  w i t h  

some o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  t h e n  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  f a c u l t y  a p p o i n t -  

m e n t s .  

Two c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  made p o s s i b l e  a  c h a n g e  i n  p o l i c y  r e g a r d i n g  

t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s .  One was t h a t  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p l a c e  o u r  

b e s t  M.A. g r a d u a t e s  i n  c o l l e g e  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s  made a  t e a c h i n g  

a s s i s t a n t  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  seem a  m o s t  d e s i r a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e -  

p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c a n d i d a t e s .  T h e  o t h e r  was t h a t  b o t h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

and  t h e  c o l l e g e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  had  b e e n  q u i t e  w e l l  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h o s e  who h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  w o r k e d  as t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t -  

a n t s .  

To my k n o w l e d g e ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  i n c r e a s e d  

e n r o l l m e n t  a t  t h e  g r a d u a t e  l e v e l  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a  m a j o r  f a c t o r  i n  



s h a p i n g  d e c i s i o n s  t o  u s e  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  o r  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  

t h e  number o f  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n s  t o  be a l l o c a t e d  t o  them. I n d e e d ,  

I do n o t  remember s t a f f  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h i s  f a c t o r  u n t i l  t h e  

s e v e n t i e s .  Even t h e n ,  i t  was k e p t  i n  p e r s p e c t i v e .  

A f t e r  a  t w o - y e a r  p e r i o d  w i t h o u t  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s ,  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  emp loyed  t h r e e  i n  1963-64 .  S i x  were  u s e d  each  y e a r  

f r o m  1964 t h r o u g h  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1967.  I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  

s i x t e e n  were  employed,  and f o u r t e e n  t o  s i x t e e n  e a c h  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  

u n t i l  1974.  

To meet  t h e  s t a f f i n g  needs i n  t h e  y e a r s  o f  l a r g e  a n n u a l '  

e n r o l l m e n t  i n c r e a s e s ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  had o b v i o u s l y  gone f u r t h e r  

i n  t h e  u s e  o f  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  t h a n  i t  w o u l d  have p r e f e r r e d  t o  

go.  F u r t h e r ,  as e n r o l l m e n t s  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  s t a b i l i z e d  o r  

d e c l i n e d , ' o u r  r o l e  i n  p r e p a r i n g  m a s t e r ' s  g r a d u a t e s  f o r  employment  

i n  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  was n o t  as c l e a r l y  e n v i s i o n e d  as i t  once  had 

been.  By  1975,  when an abundance o f  w e l l - q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  

had become a v a i l a b l e  f o r  f a c u l t y  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  t h e  number o f  t e a c h -  

i n g  a s s i s t a n t s h i p s  was r e d u c e d  t o  n i n e .  I t  has c o n t i n u e d  t o  

d e c l i n e ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  number b e i n g  s i x .  S i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  t h e  d e p a r t -  

men t  began t o  i n t e n s i f y  e f f o r t s  t o  a s s u r e  a h i g h  q u a l i t y  o f  

i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  s e c t i o n s  t a u g h t  b y  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s .  

Nancy Grayson,  as D i r e c t o r  o f  Freshman E n g l i s h  f r o m  1973 t o  

1979, has done much t o  c o o r d i n a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  and t o  

s u p e r v i s e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s .  A p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  

a r e  now b e i n g  made o n l y  t o  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  who have  had p r e v i o u s  



(J, t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  o r  h a v e  a l r e a d y  c o m p l e t e d  one  y e a r  o f  g r a d -  

u a t e  s t u d i e s .  S t u d e n t s  l a c k i n g  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  a c a d e m i c  b a c k g r o u n d  

may a p p l y  f o r  a  n e w l y  c r e a t e d  s t a f f  l e v e l ,  t h a t  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

9 a s s i s t a n t .  Those  a c c e p t e d  w o r k  w i t h  an e x p e r i e n c e d  t e a c h e r  i n  a  

c l a s s  o f  a b o u t  f i f t y  s t u d e n t s ,  s h a r i n g  b o t h  g r a d i n g  and t e a c h i n g  

d u t i e s  w i t h  t h e  f a c u l t y  member r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c l a s s .  M o s t  

o o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  now b e i n g  e m p l o y e d  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s p e n t  

a  y e a r  as i n s t r u c t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n t s .  

The D i r e c t o r  o f  F reshman E n g l i s h  has  a l s o  s t i m u l a t e d  p r o -  

9 f e s s i o n a l  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  f a c u l t y  t e a c h i n g  f r e s h m a n  E n g l i s h  t h r o u g h  

w o r k s h o p s  and  c o n f e r e n c e s  a t  w h i c h  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  open t o  a l l  o f  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  and r e q u i r e d  f o r  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s .  These  m e e t i n g s  

i )  have s t i m u l a t e d  renewed  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  pedagogy  and t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  

t e a c h i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  

Though c h a i r m e n  c a n  u s u a l l y  remember w o r k i n g  w i t h  one  o r  t w o  

o t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  who p r o v e d  t o  h a v e  l i t t l e  a p t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  j o b ,  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  has  e v e r y  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h i n g - a s s i s -  

t a n t  p r o g r a m  h e r e  has  been w e l l  r e c e i v e d  and  r e a s o n a b l y  e f f e c t i v e .  

A l i s t  o f  t h o s e  who h a v e  h e l d  a p p o i n t m e n t s  as  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s -  

t a n t s  f o l l o w s .  No a t t e m p t  has  been made t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  

t h o s e  who h e l d  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  f o r  one  y e a r  and t h o s e  who t a u g h t  

9 f o r  t w o .  The d a t e  u n d e r  w h i c h  e a c h  name a p p e a r s  i s  t h e  d a t e  o f  

f i r s t  emp loymen t .  



Sydney  Cox L o u  L .  B a r k e r  
M i c h a e l  J o s e p h  B e n e d i c t  
A l e x a n d e r  V e l e z  B e r n a l  
K e n n e t h  Ray B i n d s e i l  
Thomas F r a n k l i n  D a v i s  
M a r y  Ann (Romanek)  DeArmond 
L o i s  M.  Haney  
D i a n e  M a r i e  H u b b a r d  
S a l l y  L o u i s e  J a c k s o n  
B o n n i e  J .  N o r t h c u t t  
M e l b a  R o b b i n s  

Go rdon  Lee  
Thomas 01 i v e r  Ma1 1  o r y  

A1 an  Weber 

S t a r  H u f f s t i c k l e r  
E d g a r  S t o c k t o n  L a i r d  
K a t h l e e n  ( B u r n e t t )  01  i v e  

P a u l  Eugene C a s t e n a d a  
M u r i e l  L a v o n n e  D e n n i s  
M a r g a r e t  F r a n c e s  G o n d e r  
D e l o r e s  R i c h t e r  H a l  1  
F l o r e n c e  H o h l  t 
M a r g a r e t  Ann H o u g h t o n  
D e n n i s  P .  K r i e w a l d  
F a i t h  K n a f f l  e  Ma1 l o r y  
A n n e t t e  N i x o n  M i l a m  
Bennee  G u l i n s o n  Schwab 

A m e l i a  I. ( H u f f )  Beck  
Gar1  a n d  J a c k  G r a v i  t t  
L i n d a  ( S e l k )  Unde rwood  

L o u i s  Sherman B o l i e u ,  J r .  
F r a n c e s  H e l e n  C a m p b e l l  
D o r i  s F r a n c e s  Ho lmes  
M a j o r i e  F. ( D a r n e l  1  ) L a P r e s t o  
P a t s y  G a y l e  R e y n o l  d s  

S a l l y  Ann B a t c h e l o r  
S a n d r a  Sue B a u d e r  
Norma G r a c e  D u r b i n  
W i l l i a m  E d w a r d  E h r k e  
C l a u d i a  J o h n s o n  
Wanda L u c i l l e  Moody 
T e r e s a  M i l l e r  Ross  
Kay  E l l e n  R u t h e d g e  
R o g e r  C l i n t o n  S h u s t e r e i t  
H. D u f f  Thompson 
J u d i t h  Ann Wa lden  

H e l e n  S c h o t t  Cheek 
B i n n i e  C h a r l o t t e  J e s c h k e  
M a r g a r e t  Ann ( C a r p e n t e r )  L u e d e c k e  
B i l l y  G l e n n  Moore  

Kay C r o w e l l  C a l a w a y  
M a l i n d a  R u t h  ( C r o w )  E l l w o o d  
S a n d r a  J o a n  Lynum 
P a t s y  D i a n e  M i l l e r  
V i r g i n i a  L o i s  S i p p e l  

C a r o l y n  Sword  B a i n  
V i r g i n i a  R u t h  F r e r k i n g  
D e l  b e r t  A1 v i  n  H a r r i s  
D a r c y  N e l l  H i l l  
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M a r y  A1 i c e  K i  k e r  
S h a r o n  C a r t e r  Rouse 
P a t r i c i a  Kay Wes t  
L i n d a  Ann Whi t w o r t h  
J a n e t  G a l e  Wood 
M a r y  S h a r y n  W o o d r u f f  

B o n n i e  Sue B l  a c k b u r n  
P a t r i c i a  Ann C z i c h o s  
C a r o l e  W inn  Ga l  b r e a t h  
R i c h a r d  S t e v e n  H o o t  
J a n  E l i z a b e t h  K i l  b y  
M a r t h a  K a t h e r i n e  P o l k  
D o r o t h y  L e e  S t o n e  
E u l a  Moon S t r a h a n  
D a n i e l  Roy W a l t h e r  
A n d r e a  Kay Word 

K e n n e t h  Howard  A1 1  e n  
J u d y  Fay  C a r l i s l e  
Mark  C u r t i s  Dunn 
S t e v e n  M a r c  G e r s o n  
R o b e r t  Damon G i e r  
J o  Ann K u b a l a  
Susan Lee  L a n k f o r d  
M a r y a l  i c e  L y s t e r  
Ma ry  Ann M y e r s  
R i c h a r d  W .  Oakey 
A l i c e  Ann S t r a y e r  

L i n d a  P e t r o w i c h  B e r n a r d y  
D i a n a  F i e s l e r  B o y e r s  
J o y c e  Rosa1 i a  C a r s n e r  
G l o r i a  L .  C u l l a r  
D a v i d  L .  F l e m i n g  
Susan  Kay Hanson  
B a r b a r a  J e a n  ( W i l l i a m s )  M c D o n a l d  
M a r g a r e t  Ma1 1  o r y  
Nancy  J .  Norman 
P h i l l i p  H a r r y  T i s d e l  

C a r o l y n  J .  Goss 
L o r r a i n e  H e a l y  Haagen 
Norma J e a n  K a r l s e n  
J u l i a  B r y a n t  M a g u i r e  

P a u l a  F a y e  C h a d w i c k  
D a v i d  G e o r g e  H a r d t  
S h e l i a  C .  H e n d e r s o n  
G l e n n  E r n s t  L i c h  
R o b e r t  Thomas M c A r t h u r  
G a r y  E. M e r r i t t  

C y n t h i a  A. B i e s e n b a c h  
J o  Ann C o t t o n  
R o n a l d  L e w i s  Donaghe 
C a t h e r i n e  H i t o m i  P i c k h o v e r  
L i n d a  J o y c e  ( W e i s e l )  S r u b a r  

D o u g l a s  G.  B e n t i n  
T e r e n c e  And rew  D a l  r y m p l  e  
A1 i c e  E v a n g e l  i ne  K i  r k e n d a l l  
James B. S a n d e r s o n  
M a r g a r e t  L o u i s e  Ward 

Rebecca  Donegan 
Susan  D u t t o n  
D e b r a  H a r p e r  
Peggy  McLamore 
L e s l i e  M i l l e r  
Thomas T u r p i n  





APPENDIX C 

THE SECRETARIES 

P e r h a p s  i n  t h e  end m o s t  w r i t e r s  o f  m e m o i r s  have  an  u n e a s y  

f e e l i n g  t h a t  some t o p i c s  o f  g r e a t  moment h a v e  been  o m i t t e d .  The 

f i r s t  t w o  a p p e n d i c e s  have  been i n c l u d e d  t o  add  some a c c o u n t ,  how- 

e v e r  i n a d e q u a t e ,  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  who have  s t u d i e d  and  t a u g h t  w i t h  

us .  I am a l s o  o b l i g e d  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  

who i n  t u r n  have c o n t r i b u t e d  s o  much t o  o u r  s e n s e  o f  w e l l  b e i n g  

and t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  

The t e n u r e  o f  some s e c r e t a r i e s  was s h o r t ,  a n d  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  

memory may n o t  r e c a l l  a l l  t h e i r  names o r  t h e  s e q u e n c e  i n  w h i c h  

t h e y  s e r v e d .  My own memory p l a c e s  S a l l y  N i c k l a s  f i r s t  i n  l i n e ,  

p e r h a p s  as e a r l y  as 1953 .  She was a s t u d e n t  and  p r o b a b l y  had  

l e s s  t h a n  h a l f - t i m e  emp loymen t ,  b u t  b e f o r e  she  g r a d u a t e d  and 

l e f t  f o r  New Y o r k ,  whe re  i n  t i m e  she  was d o i n g  e d i t o r i a l  w o r k  f o r  

a  p u b l i s h e r ,  she  had  b r o u g h t  a l l  t h e  f a c u l t y  t o  w o n d e r  how we had  

e v e r  f u n c t i o n e d  e f f i c i e n t l y  w i t h o u t  s u c h  d e p a r t m e n t a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  

O t h e r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e s  f o l l o w e d :  D o r o t h y  S m i t h ,  L o u i s e  Clemmons, 

and D o r i s  S h i e r  ( W a r b u r t o n ) - - a l l  b e f o r e  I became c h a i r m a n .  Two 

s i s t e r s ,  E l v i r a  a n d  Anna M a r i e  Dominguez ,  f r o m  San A n t o n i o ,  h e l d  

t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  t u r n  f o r  t h e  f u l l  t i m e  I was i n  t h e  o f f i c e  and  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  m o s t  t h o r o u g h l y  t h a t  some g i r l s  j u s t  o u t  o f  h i g h  

s c h o o l  c a n  be beyond  c r i t i c i s m  i n  t h e i r  management o f  an  o f f i c e .  

Though Bob W a l t s  was t o  have  f u l l - t i m e  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  t h e y  



p r o v e d  t o  b e  much t h e  same t y p e  o f  p e r s o n s  we h a d  b e e n  e m p l o y i n g ,  

e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  y o u n g  women w o r k i n g  w h i l e  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  

s t u d i e d  f o r  a  d e g r e e .  Each  t i m e  one  l e f t ,  Bob was i n c l i n e d  t o  

t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e ,  b u t  a l w a y s  he was a b l e  

t o  f i l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  someone who p l e a s e d  h i m  as  w e l l .  F i r s t  

i t  was S a n d r a  D e i k e ,  t h e n  P a t  C o o r s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  K a t i e  N e l s o n .  

S i n c e  B o b ' s  t i m e  as c h a i r m a n ,  Eva  G o o d n i g h t  h a s  b e e n  a  

s o u r c e  o f  s t r e n g t h  f o r  t h e  s t a f f  i n  b u i l d i n g  u p  a  r e s o u r c e  c e n t e r  

t o  p r o v i d e  t i m e l y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  f a c u l t y .  

Z e l d a  D a v i s  became d e p a r t m e n t a l  s e c r e t a r y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  D r .  

B r u n s o n  came t o  t h e  c h a i r m a n s h i p .  A f t e r  f o u r  y e a r s ,  she  was 

s u c c e e d e d  b y  Rebecca  H a r l o w ,  who s e r v e d  a n  i n t e r i m  a p p o i n t m e n t  

u n t i l  D o r o t h y  M e r e d i t h  came t o  t h e  j o b .  I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 7 5 ,  

J e a n  K .  J o h n s o n  became s e c r e t a r y  w i t h  a  p a r t - t i m e  c l e r k / t y p i s t  

w o r k i n g  u n d e r  h e r  s u p e r v i s i o n .  

I t  i s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i n g s  a n d  w h o l l y  as i t  s h o u l d  b e  

t h a t  w i t h  g r e a t  r e g u l a r i t y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  s e c r e t a r y  a c q u i r e s  

a  h o s t  o f  l o y a l  f r i e n d s  o n  t h e  f a c u l t y  q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  m o r e  

e x t e n s i v e  t h a n  a n y  member o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  c a n  c l a i m .  



APPENDIX D  

ADDENDA 

The naliies o f  f o u r  p e o p l e  who a l s o  h a v e  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  f a c -  

u l t y  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  h a v e  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  

s i n c e  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t .  

I n  1 9 2 5  R o b e r t  L .  W h i t l e y  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  f a l l  q u a r t e r  b e f o r e  

b e i n g  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l ,  w h e r e  h e  was a  member 

o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e s s i o n  o f  1 9 2 8 - 2 9 .  C l a y t o n  A. G r e e r  

a l s o  was a  member o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  f a c u l t y  d u r i n g  p a r t  o f  1 9 2 7 - 2 8  

a n d  f i n i s h e d  h i s  t i m e  h e r e  o n  t h e  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  f a c u l t y .  

R o b e r t  H. W i l s o n  t a u g h t  w i t h  us  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 4 2 - 4 3  s c h o o l  

y e a r  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  j o i n e d  t h e  E n g l i s h  f a c u l t y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  T e x a s .  

H a r g i s  W e s t e r f i e l d ,  Ph.D. f r o m  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  p o e t ,  

t a u g h t  t w o  y e a r s ,  1 9 5 1 - 5 3 ,  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  t o  a c c e p t  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  

a t  Wh i tman  C o l l e g e .  




