THE CORRESPONDENCE OF JAMES TREAT
July 15, 1835-September 7, 1839

THESIS

Presented to the Graduate Council of
Southwest Texas State University
in partial fulfillment of
the requirements

For the Degree of
MASTER OF ARTS

By

Janie L. Tally, B. S.
San Marcos, Texas
May, 1972

PREFACE
I wish to express appreciation to the Board of Directors and staff of
the Rosenberg Library at Galveston, Texas, for making available the James
Morgan papers from which the letters in this thesis were extracted.

Special

thanks a.re due to Dr. B. R. Brunson, Dr. William C. Pool, and Dr. Riche-rd B.
Henderson for their patience and assistance.
I wish also to express appreciation to Mrs. Madeleine T. Manford, who
completed a thesis in May, 1971, based on approximately one-half of the James
Treat correspondence.

This thesis contains the remainder of the letters written

by James Treat in possession of the Rosenberg Library.

Mrs. Manford's extensive

research into the life of James Treat was of great assistance in interpreting the
correspondence covered in

th~

work.

I have attempted to identify every person, place, or thing mentioned
in the Treat letters.

I will not, therefore, comment further on anything I

have been unable to identify.
Errors in spelling, capitalization, syntax, a.nd punctuation are found in
the Treat letters.

In order to preserve the originality of the letters, I have

chosen not to comment on most of these errors, but have simply offered them as
they appear in their original form.
For purposes of identification, the Rosenberg Library manuscript number
appears at the beginning of each letter.

iii

TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER
I..

THE ECONOMIC SITUATION AND DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS OF TEE
BEPUBLIC OF TEXAS" " .. .. .. .. .. co co ~
It

II.
III.

..

..

..

<J..

1

THE NEW WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION AND JAMES TREAT •

11

JAMES TREAT LETTERS ..

21

BIBLIOGRAPHY ..

0

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

.,

It

"

..

iv

It

..

..

..

..

..

..

<>

..

•

..

..

•

..

..

106

CHAPTER I
THE ECONOMIC SITUATION AND DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS

When the Texans declared independence from Mexico in March, 1836, they
were "deficient in all the resources requisite for war, except moral energy
and courage. III
I1

The President of the United States considered their action

ras h and premature. 112
Texas had no money in the treasury, an ad interim government that was

moving from place to pla.ce ahead of the advancing Mexican armies, and her
army was made up of less than 1,000 undisciplined colonist.3.
Texas did have one resource, however, which helped to overcome these
obstacles.

She had very good friends in the United States.
The first commissioners sent to the United States by the Provisional

Government in 1835,3 received donations of money and supplies.

Volunteers

from the United States set out for Texas to help in the fight.

And the com-

missioners were able to negotiate a few loans, although some were never
consummated because of technical difficulties.
One of those who was a friend to Texas, and who was instrumental in
securing a loan for them, was James Treat of New York.

4

Treat had lived

lWilliam Kennedy, Texas: The Rise, Progress, and Prospects of the
Republic of Texas (Fort Worth: The Molyneaux Craftsmen, Inc., 1925.
Reprinted from the Second Edition, London, l841~), 478. (Hereinafter cited as
Kennedy, Texa s • )

I

2

Note, the Andrew Jackson Papers, Library of Congress, undated,
Series I, Reel 48 (Microfilm Library, Southwest Texas State University, San
Marcos, Texas.)
3Stephen F. Austin, Branch T. Archer, and William H. Wharton were
the first commissioners to the United States, appointed by the Provisional
Government in November, 1835.
4Bugene C. Barker, ed., The Austin Papers (Austin: The Univ~rsity
of Texas Press, 1919), II, 358 (Hereinafter cited as Barker, Austin Papers.)
1

2

for a. time in South America and in Mexico for seven

years. This experience was

destined to qualify him for a unique role in the history of the Texas republic,
when he became a secret agent for Texas in an attempt to gain recognition for
Texas independence.
The correspondence of James Treat with his business associate, Colonel
James Morgan of Texas, reveals how the fa.te of the republic was linked to his
interest, both corrunercially and persona

, and how events in Texas and

Mexico affected the lives and fortunes of many men in the United States.
The Republic of Texas was established when the colonists from the
United States, who had sworn allegiance to Mexico as a condition for settle-·
ment, became dissatisfied with the Mexicans and their government.

The

political tradition the settlers brought with them was incompatible with the
Mexican tradition.

The colonists called conferences to discuss the revo-

lutionary movements in Mexico that were affecting their lives.

The Consultation,

which met in November, 1835, established a Provisional Government, with a
president and a council, and called for another conference to convene in
Washington-on-the-Brazos in March, 1836.

In December, the Texans had

captured San Antonio from the Mexicans, and had sent General Cos and his
troops across the Rio Grande.

Until this time, the Texans had been fighting

for the Mexican constitution of 1824, but by March, sentiment was overwhelmingly in favor of independence.

Stephen F. Austin, writing to the

Provisional Government from New Orleans, seemed to favor independence.
The called convention met on March 1, and adjourned 15 days later.

5

During

that period, the delegates had written a declaration of independence, a
constitution, which was to be submitted to the voters in September, and

5
Kennedy, Texas, 504.

3

elected an ad interim government, with David G. Burnet as president and
Lorenzo de Zavala as vice president.

They had also appointed Sa.m Houston

commander in chief of the army.
As the Mexican army advanced, defeated the defenders of San Antonio
at the Alamo, and the Texans under Fannin at Goliad, the colonists and the
army fled before them in what was ca lled liThe Runaway Scra.pe."

The army

halted at Buffalo Bayou and, on April 21, 1836, defeated the Mexican a.rmy
at San Jacinto and captured Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, president of
Mexico and commander in chief of the Mexican armies.

Santa Anna, in

return for the sparing of his life, remained a prisoner of the Texans and
ordered the remainder of his army to leave Texas.
The Texans and their friends in the United States believed that the
war was over, and that Texas was now free to establish an independent nation,
or to apply for annexation to the United States.

Neither course was open

to them because the Mexican government would not concede defeat.

It re-

pudiated the agreements made by Santa Anna while he was a. prisoner, and
others in Mexico took over the government.

6

The new governors of Mexico

a.nnounced their intention to reconquer Texas.

They were not able to carry

out their threats, but their attitude was responsible for the chief difficulties of the young republic.

It affected all of the Texans' actions and

their relationships with other sovereign powers.

It proved to be the chief

obstacle to the securing of loans from the United States or from Europe ..
The republic lasted almost ten years, but was never free from imminent
bankruptcy.

The Mexican threats kept matters in a turmoil; they prevented

the stabilization of the economy of the Texas government, since large swns
had to be spent on the ma,intenance of an army.

6

This caused hardship, not

Niles Weekly Register, Baltimore, July 16, 1836.

4
only for the Texans, but also for the many men in the United States who had
interests in Texas.

The land and town speculators were losing money each

day that conditions in Texas remained unsettled.
Speculation in Texas lands had been going on from the first days of
colonization.

The land laws of Mexico were obscure and contradictory;

some of the settlers held their original titles from the Spanish government.
The legislature of the state of Coahuila and Texas passed new laws concerning
disposition of Texas land almost every year.
made which were, if not

Many sales of public lands were

1, very Questionableo 7

Stephen F. Austin deplored this speculation, and taking cognizance
of the feeling in Texas that the state legislature was selling off the best
Texas lands while it could before a separation was effected, stated it was
"all of a

with general Mexican policy • .

The Mexicans considered

the land valueless . • • the treasury was empty and the sale of land promised
the only relief. ,,8
The Texans, at the time of the formation of the Provi.sional Government,
disavowed the specula.tors by pas

a law which t1declared null, void, and of

no effect all grants, sales and conveyances of land, illegally and fraudulehtly
made by the

slature of the state of Coahuila and Texas, located or to be

located within the limits of Texas. 119
After the battle of San Jacinto, and the establishment of the republican government, the Texans, finding their treasury empty, also turned to the

7Eugene C. Barker, "Land Speculation as a Cause of the Texas Revolution, II The
Quarterl of the Texas State Historical Association, X (JulY,~906),,77-87. (Hereinafter
cited as Barker I1Land Speculation.

8lbid " 88.
9lbid ., 93

5
sale of public lands, and indeed the public lands were the only easily
convertible resource that the republic had.

Offers of land had been used

to lure volunteers to Texas to fight Mexico.

Public lands were used as

securi ty for the loa.ns recieved from citizens of the United states"

After

the war, the speculators who did not have sufficient reserve capital suffered
from the general financial situation in Texas and the United States..

They

had bought too much land and, finding they were unable to 'Pay taxes on it,
had to dispose of it very cheaply.10
The floundering economy of Texas, and the failure to gain recognition
from Mexico, hampered diplomatic maneuvers during the whole life of the
republic"

The first order of business after the battle of San Ja.cinto was

to obtain recognition from the Dnited States.
immediately by the friends of Texas.

This had been expected almost

James Treat wrote to Colonel Morgan

that the president, the cabinet, and the great majority of senators and congress.
men were a 11 f or recognl. t 10n
a,s soon a.s pos Sl. b 1 e. 11

Th'
e lnep t nes s 0 f Texa s

diplomacy in sending a bewildering number of agents and commissioners to the
United Sta.tes without, however, sending official accounts of the declaration
of independence or the battle of San Jacinto, delayed matters, but the refusal
of Mexico to recognize Texas independence was also a factor.

President

Andrew Jackson wrote that as long as Mexico fulfilled her obligations to the
United states and its citizens, the United states government should commit

lOWilliam Ransom Hogan, The Texas Republic, a Social and Economic
History (Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 1946), 87.
(Hereinafter cited as Hogan, Texas Republico)

11Letter, James Trea.t to James Morgan, June 4, 1836, Rosenberg Library,
Galveston, Texas. The Morgan Papers. All of the remaining letters from Treat
to Morgan are from the Morgan Pa,pers in the Rosenberg Library, and will be
cited Treat to Morgan, with the appropria.te date.

6
no action that would seem intended to foster a spirit of resistance to the
government and laws when they were administered within their own jurisdiction.
He added, "A scrupulous sense of these obligations has prevented me thus far
from doing anything which can authorize suspicion tha.t our government is unmindful of them. 1112

The president, however, found a way to recognize Texas

by asking congress to render a decision and that body, after long debates,
gave its assent, and as the la.st official act of his administration, Jackson
appointed a representative to the republic of Texas.
The question of annexation to the United States had been considered
from the very first days of the Texas government, but by 1837 it was
a.pparent that the Mexican attitude and the subject of slavery would delay
if not prevent annexation in the immediate future, and the Texans next moved
for recognition from the Europea.n powers.
On June 20, 1837, Genera.l J. Pinckney Henderson, who had served as
attorney general in the first Houston administration elected in September,

1836, was appointed as agent to England and France.

He was also given

credentials as minister to the two countries to be used if and when recognition was effected.
Henderson reached. London in October, 1837, and. was received by Lord
Palmerston.

Although Palmerston seemed to be interested in the affairs of

Texas, and offered to bring the ma.tter to the attention of the British
government, Henderson was notified on December 27 tha.t recognition could
not be accomplished at that time..

Henderson wa.s told tha.t the British

doubted Texas' ability to maintain her independence, but he reported to his
government that the cabinet was reluctant to impa.ir cordial relations with
Mexico because of the interests of the English who held Mexican bonds.
fact tha,t Texas wa.s a slave state was also a factor in British politics.

12The Daily National Intelligencer, Washington, October 27, 1836.

The

7
The British were willing to arrange a commercial treaty with Texas, but
the terms were strange.

Ships from Texas were to be admitted to English ports

on the same commercial relationships as ships from Mexico were admitted under
a treaty with that country, even though the ships' papers would show that they
came from Texas and not from Mexico.

This arrangement was to remain in effect

until Mexico recognized Texas independence.

Henderson thought this arrangement

was undignified, but from what he had learned of the British attitude, he was
willing to accept almost any concession. 13
The agent next traveled to France, and met with greater success.

France

was not particularly concerned with the slavery issue and did not enjoy cordial
relationships with Mexico.

France had some claims against Mexico on behalf of

some of her citizens amounting to $600,000, and after receiving no reply to two
ultimata, delivered to the Mexican government, the French navy began a bombardment of the fort standing at the entrance to

the~harbor

of Vera Cruz.

This was

known as the "Pastry W3.r ll and ended in March, 1839, through British mediation and
a promise by Mexico to pay the claims. This war delayed Henderson's negotiations
with the French government, but made the French foreign minister, Count Mole;
more amenable to the cause of Texas.

The foreign minister told Henderson that

France could not recognize Texas independence until she received a report from
a special agent she had sent to Texas, Count Alphonse de Saligny.

France was

willing, however, to sign a commercial agreement with Texas, and its terms were
considerably better than the agreement reached with the British.

14

A favorable report was received from Saligny, in which he stated that
Texas was in fact independent and in his opinion Mexico could not reconquer

l3J . L. Worley, liThe Diplomatic Relations of England and the Republic
of Texas," The Quarterly of the Texas State Historioal Association, IX (July,
1905), 5.
14Joseph William Schmitz, Texan Statecraft, 1836-1845 (San Antonio: The
Naylor Company, 1941),68-73- (Hereinafter cited as Schmitz, Texan Statecraft.)

8
the territory.

A financial agent, James Hamilton, had been appointed by

the Texas government to negotiate a loan in Europe, and he urged Henderson ./"
a treaty of

to make concessions in matters of trade in order to
recognition.

After technical difficulties on tariffs were solved, the

treaty was signed by France in October, 1839.
power to recognize Texas independence

This was the second foreign

15
8

Recognition did not materially change the situation in Texas, however.
The financial panic

of 1837 in the United States, which grew worse during

1838 and 1839,
into Texas.

a halt in the flow of capital from the United States

Texas put up 700,000

acres of her public lands for sale at

fifty cents per acre, but the results were disappointing.
authorized the

~he

Texas congress

of a land office, but the state of land titles was in

such confusion, that President Houston refused to open it.
flicting claims under titles issued by Spain and Mexico.

There were conThe ad interim

government had granted bounties in land to volunteers during the war, and
these tracts had to be located and surveyed, and title established.

Under

these conditions, Texas! only resource, land, could not be converted into
cash for the ·treasury.

The government then turned to the issue of paper

money, which proved to be a disaster and by May, 1838, it had depreciated
16
to fifteen cents on the dollar.
In

,

Mira~p(::au Ecna1-a~c·:.:e l!':'m:::~r

was elected president of the republic

on a platform promising to reverse the poltcies of the Houston administration"
During the Houston administration, congress had authorized $5,000,000 in
foreign loans, but Houston had not acted on it..

Lamar decided this was the

15Schmitz, Texan Statecraft, 75-790
16Stanley Siegel, A Political Histar of the Texas Re
1845 (Austin: The University of Texas Press, 1956 , 61- 3.
cited as
Texas Republic.)

9

only way to put the Texas economy on a sound basis, and he appointed James
Hamilton as agent to secure the loans, wi-th Albert To Burnley, who had been
commissioned in the Houston a6ministration as financial agent, to continue
in office to assist

~miltono

This action, it was hoped, would alleviate

the financial situation of the republice17
In March, 1839, Lamar took steps to improve the diplomatic situation.
Simultaneous missions were authorized to seek the mediation of the United
States in the difficulties with Mexico

0

Richard Dunlap, who had been serving

as secretary of the treasury, was appointed to go to Washington to ask for
mediation; and, Colonel Barna.rd Bee,

who had been acting as secretary of

state, was appointed to go to Mexi.co to persuade that country to enter into
negotiations wi.th the United States as mediator.

The United States govern-

ment was willing and immediately instructed its minister to Mexico, Powhatan
Ellis, to offer his services if Mexico could be persuaded to negotiate.

18

The step taken by Lamar had been strongly urged by Hamilton, who was on his
way to Europe to try to secure a loano

He wrote Lamar in June, 1839:

The vast importance of having the fact officially known in London
that Mexico agrees to the mediation of the United Statesa · "19
cannot be overestimated in the business confided to my hands.
Colonel Bee's mission to Mexico, unlike Dunlap's to the United States,
wa sac omplete failure

d

He was received cordially by the Mexica n genera 1

in ChvI:'ge c.f -c,he Po:ct of' Vers. CY'UZ ,bu:~'J a:ft.er. inquiries were made to the

17Siegel, Texas ReEublic., 113.
l8 Ibid • ,122 ..
19George Po Garrison, ed.,
Association for the Year 1 07-08
of Texa.s (Washington: Government Printing Office, 190 -1911
(Hereinafter cited as Garrison, Diplomatic Correspondence .. )

10
government in Mexico City, Bee was refused permission to go to the capital
to present his case.

He did encounter John Vitalba. in Vera Cruz, and this

meeting was important although Bee was not impressed at the time.

Vitalba

was acting as Santa Anna.ls secret agent under instructions to communicate
with any representative of the Texas government concerning negotiations.
Colonel Bee did not like secrecy in negotiation and was not interested in
Vitalba1s proposal.

He did find that Vitalba sailed for New Orleans in
20
the same ship on which Bee returned.
In the meanwhile, Joel Poinsett, former United States minister to

Mexico, confided to the secretary of the Texas Legation in Washington,
that he felt it was wrong to have sent a public agent to Mexico and that
a secret agent might have met with greater success.
21
this conversation to his government.

The Texan reported

General Hamitlon had met James Treat in New York, had been impressed
with his ideas of the proper method of procedure with the Mexicans, and
reported his ideas to Lamar.

In early spring of 1839, James Treat had

written to his friend, Colonel Morgan, setting forth his ideas, and Morgan
had mentioned it to the Texas president, but at that time plans were underway for the Dunlap-Bee arrangement, and Lamar had displayed little interest
22
1.n the proposa ls.
The utte:!' :fa:'-lL.-:,,'e

()f'

t'E:,".:;'

S rrS8s·~_na.,

the urging of General :Hamilton,

and the presence of John Vitalba in New Orleans, caused Lamar to change his
mind and set the scene for the entrance of James Treat into the service of
Texas as a secret agent.

20Schmitz, Texan Statecraft,

97.

21Siegel, Texas Republic, 127.
22Treat to Morgan, May 8, 1839.
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CHAPTER

THE NEW WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION AND JAMES TREAT

The New Washington Association was formed in New York City on October
23, 18350

The members were Samuel.

Swa:rtwo1J.t~

John S" Bartlett, James W.

Webb, Thomas Eo Davis, John P. Austin, Stephen Sicard, Walter Mead, and James
Treat, all of New York; Lorenzo de Zavala, Joseph Avezana, and William Dall
of Mexico; and James Morgan of Texas.
formed an

assoc~ation

Swartwout, Bartlett, and Webb had

the previous year, with the express purpose of

purchasing lands in Texas; the 1835 agreement confirmed their proceedings
during the year) and enlarged the association to include those named in the
agreement.

There were to be 610 shares in the new Association, $100 for

each share, and they were taken by the members as follows:

Swartwout, 150

shares; Bartlett, 100 shares; Thomas E. Davis, Stephen Sicard, James W.
Webb, and James Treat 50 shares each; James Morgan, the agent in Texas, 50
shares; de Zavala, Joseph Avezana, Dall, and Mead, 25 shares; and John Po
Austin, 10 shares.

The subscribers were respectively liable to pay sums

into the Association, in proportion to their shares, as directed by the
managers of the Association.
James Morgan was named to continue to act as general agent in Texas
and was authorized to carry into effect all projects already contempla.ted
B.nd new

oper'8.·;~:lons

as the

,--~Omp8,c.y

m:i_ght deEm n6eessary from time to time.

Samuel Swartwout, John Po Austin, and James Treat were appointed as
the board of managers and. Treat was appointed acting manager, secretary,and
trea.surer of the Association.

He was to consult his collea.gues in all matters

he might deem of sufficient importance

0

James Treat thus became inextricably

23The Articles of Association of the New Washington Association, The
University of Texas Library, Archives, the Swartwout Pa.pers. (Hereinafter
cited as Articles of Association.)

12
bound to the affairs of Texas, and finalLy became its agent in Mexico.

He was

an unlikely person to be a secret agent,.
Treat was born in Wethersfield Village, Connecticut, in 1792, but
the month and da.y of birth is not known.
a Ca.ptain Strickland of Connecticut..

He served in the War of 1812 under

He then went to South America to teach

school and later lived in Mexico for seven years..

24

In Mexico he became well

acquainted with Sa uta Anna and other Mexican leaders, among them John Vi talba ,
an Italian, who later acted as a secret agent for Santa Anna in negotiations
with Texas.
Treat returned to the United States and became a. merchant and financier
in New York City.

Since the men with whom he was associated in the Texas

land venture were prominent men of the city, it is reasonable to assume that
he was a successful business ma.n, and had gained their confidence as shown
by his appointment as manager and treasurer of the New Washington Association.
The only personal description of James Treat appears in a letter to
him from Samuel Swartwout, ta.king note of Treat's illness.

He cautioned,

"l am afraid of your health, & beg you,;to take care of it..

Your frame is

.
de 1 ~cateo •

1126
<>

Treat's correspondence reveals that he was a meticulous man, a slave
to detail, but not very methodical.
ami his le·3t.E:.:cd i.'dl1ibled...

He was verbose" often repeating himself,
apologized to Colonel James Morgan

He

24

Madeleine T" Manford, TIThe Correspondence of James Treat" (Unpublished Master's Thesis, Sou.thwest ITe-xas State University, 1971),12-13.
(Hereinafter cited as Man.fox'd, 1'Treat ll
0

)

25Siegel, Texas Republic, 1270
26Treat to Morgan, April 17, 18390

13
for the length of his letters.

Once he wrote:

I have ran
sicJ thro 1 your four
letters, and made such
hasty & common place remarks as have occurd to me - I am sorry
to think however that my remarks will hardly compensate you for
the trouble of ~erusa.l# I deal, as you will say, too much in
non-essentials. 7
Another letter stated, lIThus you have 2 pages again, a thing I have promised
never to do. u28
His relationships with Morgan were complicated by the fact that
Morgan

I

son, Koscuisko, was studying in New York and Morgan t s associates

S

there had been asked to oversee the son's stUdies and provide funds for him.
Treat was conscientious in handling this charge, but apparently received some
criticism from Morgan.

Treat's letters to Morgan on this subject were ex-

tremely apologetic, but at the same time showed a trace of pique.
letter he
all the money he

III never said Kos was extravagant -- I
ask~

In one

only said he had rec.9:,

for, & when he asked for it, with now & then an exception,

which, did not make a rule." 29

In another letter he remarked, "If Kos was

lonely, (and I believe he was ) it was because he would be so, and not owing
to any neglect on the part of his or your friends here." 30

Treat, however,

was usually solicitous of Colonel Morgan, and went into great detail in
explaining his actions when the colonel ha.d asked him to do some small favor.
His relations with Samuel Swartwout were also cordial, but strained.
Swartwout had been the

'~~\lstoms

by President J'ack.son.

In March, 1838, when his term. expired, it was discovered

:.:~(

11e(,:,I-,or fc)t' the port of New York, appointed

that his accounts were short approximately $1,400,000.

27Treat to Morgan, June 4, 1839·
28Treat to Morgan, June 6, 1839·
29rrreat to Morgan, June 3, 1839·
30Treat to Morgan, May 8, 1839-

Swartwout apparently

went to England to try to colleet some of this money, and when the accusations of embezzlement were made

him, he deal.ded to stay in Europe.

There has been some question about his guilt
had no doubts.

He wrote to Colonel

but apparently James Treat

Morgan~

I do not wonder, my dear Sir, that the defalcations of our
friend S. S. were too painf'ul. for you to dwell upon - But so
it is, there is no doubt about the fact"" The amt" may be
near a million, certainl.y over a Ha'lf .. 32
He added tl::a t he would lik.e to see Swa.rtwout; return to the United states and
payoff the debt, but his obvious disapprove.1 of the embezzlement shows in
some of the sarcastic remarks he made about Swartwout..

In June, 1839, he

wrote, lIyou will see what friend Sam says about the Stool of Repentance,
Atonement for Pa.st Sins &c = Well, let him give a chu,reb. &c. 1133
The New Washington

sociation started its operation with the purcha.se

of land and eventually owned about 100,000 acres in ea.stern Texas and the
Ga.lveston Bay region.

The chief' undertaking was promotion of the town of

New Washington, and several warehouses, stares, and homes were erected.

The-

town was located on what was known as Morgan's Point, on the south shore of
San Ja.cinto Bay.

Almost all the buildings in the town were burned by the

Mexican army during the war, and the Association was never able to rebuild
+.he town into a prosperous venture.

Swartwout, a -town on the Trinity River
for a time, but as ca.pital in

the United States became more
1-'
·
:Ln
t a ~nVeS'u

'\...

•

i..iU~

to obtain, there was not enough money

Id
.
,"
34
. ~ngs
or promotaon.

31Feris Aehile Bass, "The Correspondence of Samuel SwartwQut,1f (Unpublished Master's
is, Sotl.thwest Texas State Un:i.versity, 1970), 18-20.
32Treat to Morgan, April 17, 18390
33Treat to Morgan.~ June 3.9 1839"
34Hogan, Texas Republic, 900

15
James Treat referred several times in his letters to the fact that
they would like Morgan to sell some land, but surmised that Morgan thought
the land would have to be sold too cheaply and the monetary sacrifices for
the Association would be too great.

By April,

1839~

Treat was in very poor

financial condition and he wrote the colonel that he hoped the Texas lands
could be sold to give him a lift in the way of his advances for the Association.

He explained his financia,l situation:
• • .mea.ntime I will try to get a long a s heretofore. by ways
&'means = by aid &·Loans of money, & names on the part of some
of the subscribers. & some of my friends# Tho' this is a hard
way getting along: Such times as these. I do not wish you to
make any sacrifices If it can be avoided -35
Undoubtedly Samuel Swartwout's difficulties with the federal govern-

ment and his exile in Europe contributed to the failures of the New
Washington Association.

Colonel Morgan had business interests in Texas

other than the Association's.
of interest.

The other members exhibited varying degrees

Treat remarked that James W. Webb "ca.res nothing for Texas,

except so far as mere interest goes. n36
1839-

Stephen Sicard died in February,

Ratcliff was left in charge of the Association's affairs when Treat

went to Mexico, but seems to have been more a caretaker than a manager.

The

other members of the Association received scant attention from James
Treat ..
The two most
Morgan.

impo:ct~an'G ifh-:m

::"n

T:,~'ea~~'

s afTairs were Swartwout and

They were men with powerful personalities, active, and engaged in

large enterprises.

Treat's response to them indicates tha.t he felt insecure

35Treat to Morgan, April 17, 183936Treat to Morgan, May 8, 1839.

16
in their presence.

He was mild, probably soft-spoken, and his letters

indica.te that he was somewhat

meek-~until

to Mexico as an agent for Texas.
a.n experto

he conceived the idea of going

Mexico was the one area. in which he was

His three letters written on March 16, 1839, indicate that the

possibilities intrigued and fascinated him; he was excited and joyous at
the prospect that he, and he alone, could do what no one else had been able
to do. He had earlier exhibited a liking for the cloak and dagger aspects
of diplomacy.

He wrote a letter in 1836 to the three Texas commissioners in

Washington concerning some muskets which might be obtair.e d for Texas, and
signed the letter El Mismo, although there would seem to be no particula.r
need for secrecy.37
Treat asked Colonel Morgan to make confidential inquiries concerning
his pla.ns and apparently the answer was that the Texas officials were cool
to the idea..

Treat revealed a peevishness in his reply to Morgan:

This wa.s the contribution of ~ mite, but it seems, i s quite
Superfluous - They are so wise on all Subjects, that, advice
from abroad is not needed.. Well, I as well as yourself, can
save ourselves, time & trouble & we shall see what we shall
~ as the frenchman said. .. .if I could not find out more of
the feelings & disposition of that Govrnt toward you in one
month, than will now be obtained in 6 --I'll be shot dead. If
people will be Stupid, let them find out their mistakes, as best
they can. 38
Treat's plan had been to go to Mexico as an individual, traveling
on his own business a:ffairs

0

His :K.D.owlE:d.ge of t.he language and of the

cha.ra.cter of the Mexican leaders would enable him to reach them
was to approach the right people and

conv~nce

37Barker, Austin Papers, 1119 355-70
38Treat to Morga.n, May 8, 1839~

0

His intention

them that the recognition of
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Texas was for the greatest benefit of Mexico, and to let them think that the
idea came from Mexico, and was the best move they could make in their own
interest.

He did not want anyone else to do this, since he felt that he was

naturally the right person for the job.

He wrote to Morgan on March 16 that

he wished Morgan to keep the plan confidential.

He gave as his reasons,

I have no idea of furnishing arguments & plans for others to
carry out & this is another reason. • .that I would not give
these views to your cabinet. They would probably be used for
someone else to benefit by & not me. I say this because this
is the tendency of these matters -- There is always somebody
to want the honor and profit. 39
It seems apparent that this' meticulous man,- with the delicate frame,
who was probably sincere in his wish to help Texas, also harbored dreams
of returning to Texas--and to Colonel Morgan--with a treaty of recognition
from Mexico, to be acclaimed as the man who ha.d done what no other man
could do.
After the failure of Colonel Bee's mission became known, Treat conferred with General Hamilton in New York.
and unpressed him favorably.

He did tell Hamilton of his plan,

Hamilton wrote to Bee in New Orleans that Treat

was going there and that he could be of great help to Bee in his negotiations. 40
Treat went to New Orleans in July, 1839, conferred with his friend
John Vitalba and with Colonel Bee.

He then went on to Texas, apparently

had a brief visit with his associate, Colonel Morgan41, and conferred with

39Treat to Morgan, March 16, 183940Siegel, Texas Republic, 12~.
41While Treat was in Texas, he received a communication from Colonel
Morgan apparently ad.vising him that Morgan did not wish to have anything
more to do with politics, and thereafter Treat wrote his friend of general
political affairs and did not speak often of his projected trip to Mexico.
(Treat to Morgan, Agusut 8, 1839.)
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President Lamar on board a ship in Galveston Bay.

The president agreed to

the plan of a secret mission, a.nd commissioned Treat as a private or confidential agent of Texas.

He was authorized to spend $5,000,000 to secure the

boundary of Texas at the Rio Grande (this had been in Bee's instructions) and
added that any sums he had to spend on secret service work--or bribery--to
attain his objective were to be taken from the $5,000,000. 42
Treat did not want to go to Mexico directly from Texas or from New
Orleans and he returned to New York in late August_

There were some delays

caused by arranging for the necessary money for his trip, and perhaps his
own habits of life.

He did not reach Mexico until late in December, 1839.

The political situation in Mexico was again in turmoil, with the
Federalists raising revolutionary armies against the Centralists who were
then in power.

Treat preferred to start his mission by working through his

friends, and in secret, although he did have letters of introduction to both
the United States and British ministers, and they had been instructed by their
governments to assist him.

As the conditions in Mexico were so unsettled, and

the government was so weak, Treat's first avenue of approach had to be abandoned,
and he appealed to the British minister, Richard Pakenham, for assistance.
Pakenham arranged an interview with the Mexican secretary of state, Juan Canedo.
The meeting was informal, but the secretary objected to the irregularity of
Treat's credentials.

The Mexicans wanted Pakenham to guarantee the validity

of Treat's credentials, which was done early in February, 1840.

In January,

Treat believed he was making real progress, and that recognition would come
43
soon.

42schmitz, Texan Statecraft, 112.
43Siegel, Texas Republic, 127.
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In May} after Trea t

~_.:;.,::

:Jubmi tted a foy-ma 1. memorandum to the Mexican

government concerning recognition and the settlement of the boundary, and
had received new credentials from the Texas government, the matter was presented to the executive council of the Mexican government"

The council

handed all the papers over to congress and Trea.t's mission as a I1secret agent"
ended, as the whole affair became pliblico
Treat became ill in Ma.y, and was confined for several weeks

0

Pakenham,

who ha.d previously doubted the su.ccess of the mission, came to admire Treat's
resoluteness, and became hopefu.l that something might be accomplishedo 44
The Mexica.n congress delayed action on the Texas proposals, and
President Lamar grew increasingly impatient wit.h the negotiationso

He

decided to send the Texas navy on a cruise near MeXico, to inform Treat
of his intentions to help the Federalist uprising in Yucutan, and to tell
Treat that if he did not believe his mission could be concluded quickly, he
should board one of the Texas navy ships and return to Texas.

On the other,

hand, if Treat thought he might be able to obtain an armistice, he could stay
on to negotia.te for that..

There was a delay in Treat s receipt of the
f

instructions, and he did not receive them until August, 1840.

He decided to

try to arrange an armisticeo
In
an

~;u.gust.<;

Treat submitted a memorandum to the MexicB.,n government con ...

8.:r'm~st:1.(;e"

He :rece:l.vE:d.

:~~.(.

mitted another memorandum setting

a.r..~.

em.

5, be sub ...

18 as the deadline for actiono

When he had not heard. anything by September 21, he asked for his passports

0

Pakenham urged a delay of one week, whl.1e he submi t'bed the Texa s p:roposa Is
to the Mexican government, with terms of an armistice and sett.ing the boundary
at the Rio Grande.,

The Mexican

gov~errilllent

44Schmitz, Texan State.craft, 1190

objected to the boundary line and
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and on September 29, Treat was given his passportso

Pakenham admitted that

he then felt nothing was left for Treat to do in MeXico,,45
Treat wrote to Commander Edwin Moore of the Texas navy that he was
planning to leave Mexico ;;;tnd.wou.ld board a Texas schooner in the harbor at
Vera Cruz, if he could- find one there, adding,
best of my way to New Orleans, by Ha'vana"

not~ ~I~ shall make the

or the shortest route within my

~.1I46
He did board the schooner San Antonio, accompanied by his friend
Vitalba, but he died on board ship on November 30, 1840"

He had spent almost

a year in Mexico, the first few months attempting to put into operation his
plan for secret negotiations; when that failed, his mission was made public ..
Neither plan succeeded and the grand plans of the secret agent had failed •.
As stated in the preface, every effort has been made to preserve the 19th
century originality of each of the :following letters •

With the exception of

clarification of an occasional incomplete word or phrase, which will a])pear in
brackets, no attempt has been made to provide corrections in spelling, syntax,
capitalization, etc.

The communications appear as they were originally written,

and the attempt has been made to duplicate as nea.rly as possible the original
punctuation..

In numerous places, attention has been called to obvious errors in

spel.ling or syntax, but these have been kept to the minimum necessary for clarity,
of -t,he let-t,er s •

45Schmitz, Texan Statecraft, 125"
46Garrison, Diplomatic Corx'es;pondence, 7310

CHAPTER III
THE CORRESPONDENCE OF JAMES TREAT

31-0900
Stonington

13th July 1835

James Morgan, ESq4
D. Sir.

I have just seen Mr. Brown

a

He states tha.t since seeing you

he has examined the Schoonerfs Bills and find them to amto to about $5400

Dollars. He says he will sell you t.he Vessel. t.o be delivered in N. York on
or about the 1st day of Septr" next for $5,800 Cash, or approved paper, with
interest after that time, provided the Schooner should not be lost before
that time -- You will please answer this as soon as possible

-~

Mro Brown

would not sell the Vessel to be delivered immediately for less than $6000
Respy Yours,
Signed

Charles P. Williams#

N York July 15, 1835
My dear Sir,
Above is copy of a letter received this morning's :Post addressed to
you.

As it was Postmarked Stonington I presume I hazarded nothing in

'pen::'ng '.t~·n

I don L.sicJ sOo

and here you have it"

in N. Haven, If not, an.d. Y(·..'E a:CE; on yo
find the ori.gina 1 here

~''''

"lay'~

c

o~r'

Should it reach you
tomo:rrow you will

Now af'L,er referri.ng you to my letters by Mr

n

Colli

a nd a lso by la st Evenings Post (which you will receive today) I oa n only say

that, I am willingo
or not.

YOll should, as I first stated, do as you think besta

The Bargain I think a good one judging from your stat.ements, and

under other cireumstances I should think'. ought not be missed or suffered to
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Buy,
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Q

-

is to wei t a little & see what the L'eS(;{.l:t of the present state of things will
be .. --If the Mexican troops should o'VerI'un Texas,,, it is pretty
those

~orts

will all be closed

to my mind,

If the Colonists come to unite & fight, in

their own proper country & for their own legal rights, they will be able to de:fend
themselves, and the result will, or maybe a Separation, or such an attitude as
will enable them to set up for themselves"
will be result of all this Matter?
.!d:Q

~.-

Now is it not best to wait & see what

Can you not get the refusal of this Vessel

to the 1st Sept .. or to a given day of' August?

best to do so?

& if' you

can~

will it not be

I hear indirectly this morning that Zavala 49 & Mexia 50 and a

Mr. Savage, recently aI'rived at N.. 0" :from Mexico, are going to Texas""- & what
this means, I cannot exactly understand"",-My letters from Mexia ante 28 June at
which time Gavala Lsic'J' had not arrived -' .... I shall see the Gent who gave me
this information ("by note I being out when he called) in the morning, and see
if he has any' :further pa.rticulars & how he got his info:t"mation -- If this be
true they may intend to set up a local goYrmt. at S .. Felipe & tak.e care of them,,.,
selves
Hoping soon to see you or hear :from y'ou I am Very
Truly Yours &c
Jas Treat

47Walter Mead was a member' o:f the New Washington Associationo
48Stephen Sicard was a membe:r.' of tb.e New We. shington Association"
49Lorenzo de Zavala, a member of the New Washington Association, was a
famous Mexican liberal.

50General Jose Antonio Mexia was a Mexican Fede:calist and. opponent of
Santa Anna
He of:fered his serV'i(~es -to the Texans during the days of the
Q

Provisional Gove;r'runento The cQuncdl of the Provisional Government passed a
resolution stipula.ting that supplies should be provided to Mexia for the force
he was planning to raise to fight for the constitution of 1824. The Provisional
Governor, Henry Smith, who was for a dec.laration of independence :from Mexico,
vetoed the resolution, but the councdl passed the motion over his veto.. Mexia,
rea.lizing he would never receive unanimous support from the Te:xans, withdrew
his off'er and returned to exile i.n the United Stateso (Siegel, Texas Republic, 26)..;

31- 0 902

(Extract from Letter)
Bermuda, Nov .. 21, 1835
I have commenced my

al:out the objeet of' my visit here, but

regret to say that my prospects are
I have made Known

no means f'latteringo

to the authorities of' the plae:e:> while

dence in the integri.ty of the

The proposition
express a confi-

they think f4 rom the unsettled condition

of Texas & its bordering on slaye holdi.ng States a perfect guarantee could not
be given to the colored people of' their personal. liberty & therefore they cannot
recommend the plan to the negroes ..

say') however that they shall not inter-

fere with the people i.f they are willing to goo
of meeting the negroes..

I

I have not yet had an opportunity

shall do so the first pl'oper opportunity

to make an arrangement with them alone..

I

&

endeavour

shall give you the earliest informa-'

tion of the resulto
Signedo

Thos Lee Smith

51

New York Deero 8th 1835
Jas Morgan:

Dear Sir:

Above you have wha·t Mr .. Smith writes me as his first impressions)
on arrival at Bermuda: & I await., his further advices to

whether he can

do anyt.hing in the matter in hand or not; of which I will advise you in course

which I have nothi.ng from youo

was no Boat Saturday..

the David Brown

I'

by which this goes, having been d6:ferrri" until today 4

0

.£lk ~o

I have

nothing new to say to you., no news of your Vessels; and nothing dif'inite
from Texas

-~

dates from N.

to 21 but no papers

L..Sic.'J

than 19th Ultoo

The fate of San Antonio is awaited with great intent and anxiety, many think it

New WaShington Association planned to recruit free Negores in
Bermuda to go to Texas as laborers to build the town of New Washington~ Thomas
Lee Smith was their a.gent in Bermuda"
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doubtful.

Some think Cos 53 fate is sealed, and others that Texas will be

overrun.

So that, until, we know something we shall still be all at sixes and

sevens:

doubt and alarms.

hope & fear, will alternately predominate; we there-

fore have had .£2. meeting nothing special to do; and thought we had better not
have a meeting to revise & correct, that is, to review, the past.
calculations for the future until we get some men to cheer us
but some other drooping Spirits.

~

I make
-- not myself,

Your desk went the other day, per Packet

addressed to Messrs. Reed & Co. with instructions to forward according to your
directions, Cost $35.

which will be to your debit in acct when paid. I have

conversed with Captain Might, fully & in order that he shall not forget the
matter, I hand him a letter with my views and have spoken to Mr. Gates about it,
and he will on his arrival at New Orleans, speak with Capt. Might, and with his

& our friends interested in the Success of Galveston Ba.y:

endeavour to induce

Capt. Might to take our place on the Mouth of the Bay in his way.

If any direct

Encouragement be required, we must see what you recommerrl to be done. --perhaps
we would take some of the Stock if things should come round, right & fair.

We

must wait & see the fa.te of Texas, at all events before we can do anything ..
Genl Mason

54

still here, not closed his arrangements yet.

Texans attacked San Antonio in December, 1835, and under the leaderuf Bei."l. ·\Iilam;l hE,d routed .l~.hc: 'Mexi(~an~ and. established an army camp. The
MexicClns rE::'tJ._7(~8.ted across t.he Pic. GrElL.:·.":;;,, (Siegel, Texas Republic, 27).
53Martin Perfecto de Cos, brother-in-law of Santa Anna" He was sent to
Texas in September, 1835. He dispersed the state legisla.ture of Coahuila and Texa s!,
and declared as his purpose the overrunning of Texas and the expelling of all
America.ns who had come to Texas since 1830. He established his headquarters at Sar
Antonio, was defeated by the Texans and retreated to Mexico. The Texans released
him after exacting a pledge from him that he would "not serve further in the attacl:
on Texas .. He broke his :pledge, and served with the Mexican army at the Alamo and
was captured, along with Santa Anna" at the battle of San Jacinto. (Walter
Prescott Webb and H. Bail~y Carrol.l, ed~ .. The Handbook of Texas (Austin, Texas:
The Texas State Historical Association, 1952, I, 419 (Hereinafter cited as Webb,
Handbook. )
54John Thomson Mason, agent of the Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company.
resigned that postion and devoted himself to his individual land speculation.
Ha,ndbook, 154).. The grants he had received from the legislature of Coahuila and
Texas were partly responsible for the cancellation of the large land grants by the

s.

M. Williams 55 has gone to Washington to return here in a few days.

has arrived and still here, tho' his affairs are not very prosperous:
~.

D~ Bealy
So they

-- Zavala writes from San Felipe 20 Octo nothing new--family arrived at N.

Orleans 8th Novr.

&

would leave about 25th Ulto; for Brazos as Zavala would want

his family at S. Felipe where he will probably remain as it will be the Headquarters of GoVITt &c &c.

=- I am anxious to hear from you at New Orleans as

we get no news from any quarter.

Hope your health will be better; and that

you will find all right on your arrival there.

I

sb:i.ll write your Lady in a

day or two, and send the papers, but in fact have been so busy since your
departure that I have had no time to do anything;

---=-

but will take up

all your papers, aces. & matters, fully, and pla.ce them a.ll right &

----=-

Until the first campaign is closed in Texas and San Antonio is reduced, there
will be a fluctuation in confidence on the Texas question.

Meanwhile I am

Truly & Ever
Yours; Very Truly: all send Compts.
J. Tr.

Address:

Care of E. Andrews
Brazoria
Texas
James Morgan, Esqr. Texas

Endorsement:
James Treat
Nov. 21 1835

55Samuel May Willis.ms.. He served for eleven years as Stephen F .. Austiq' s
secretary, but his large speculations in land caused a break in their relationship. In 1835, the Mexican government put a price on his head, but he escaped.
He was a. partner :i.n the mercantile firm of McKinney & Williams, which helped
finance the Texas Hevolution. (Webb, Handbook, II, 915).

New York December 22d
Evening

1835

My friend Morgan

Texas
My dear Six':

I avail of a friend going to N. Orleans in the morning
by wa.ter, to take, this along, to MrQ Reed together with several parcels for
Mr. & Mrs. GaVala

56L-siC:.J with some papers fox' you, that you may see the

CL1.rrent news" of our city & parti.cul.ar of' our late fire &c &c:
here

But I must

brief, and again write you) in a day ox' two, by mail.,

Your

favour of 4th inst" 58 announcing you:c arrival, at N" Orleans, came to hand
yesterday; and this

mo~ning

I was still more gratified by yours of 5th Insto

covering several slips of news, coming via Charleston: all which LsicJ

was

very acceptable, considering the great length of time which had elapsed,
without hearing from that interesting

quarter~~-I

am sorry, you had so severe

a time, and the more so since, it was rp.yself who so thoroughly urged that
glorious route ~

I shall be cautious how I do so again--..

I am glad your

Vessels arrived out so well, and behaved well--and that you have the opportunity of conveying Mrs .. z59 to her so long wished for destinationo
will be most happy to see them no doubt"

He Z.

I note all the flattering & favourable

will al1. be mo:r.e than realized, above all I trust you will get out safe,

1:::6-

""'Mro and Mrso Lorenzo de Zavala

0

early December ~ 1835;1 there had been a. fire in Washington Place,
in which eight fou.r-story d.wellings, a lumber yard and several sma l.ler buildings
had barned, and one man was killed.. (N~les Weekly Register, 4th Series, No .. 14,
Vol XIII, Balti.more, Deeember 5, 183.5, po 1).

58

The current montho

59Mrs ., Zavala

0
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Montezuma to the contrary notwithstanding

I think however you run some risk, so

long as that cruizer is not captured or driven off the coast for good.
cannot

~

you must fight at least so you say..

The next news in reserve for us is

or will be I trust, that Cos has surrendrd at discretion.
Santana.

L.sic J

If you

Then all will go well.

will ha.ve something to do at Tama.ulipay before he goes . . to Texas

with his five thousand mene

I am utterly at a loss to comprehend what you mean

by "tenant at will'1 and the certain Ifclause which ranks in your bosom" and await
with interest your explanation.

Is it anything contained in the papers, or con-

tracts or is it something I have written?
on this head.

I wait with anxiety your further remarks

There seems to be no doubt But Tamaulipay is all in an uproar & Mexia

in possession; how long he will keep it will depend on the movements against centralism, around about him & also the movements in the interior.

I trust all will be

well yet, but shall feel anxious until I hear of your safe arrival.
Statu quo here.

All remain in

Mason still here -- Williams has been at Washington & Baltimore

for three weeks -- Expected here to night. Yates gone home via Georgia. Ma.son to go
soon.

Swartwout has taken the whole of Joseph's interest in the Mason concern.

You will see by the file of papers I send you, what an awful fire we have had.
send the Presidents message.
&c &c..

60
I

You see what he says about the Southern Govmts.

Commissioners are coming to Washington to settle the boundary?

from .;r...2.:?C§.p) what does this mean?

and

So much for my hasty scrawl and

bOThe Mason concern was the Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company organized in
1830 by Joseph Vehlein, David Go Burnet,and Lorenzo de Zavalao They sold scrip
for Texas l.and, but the colonists who went to Texas under the aegis of the company
found they' had only a permit to settle and they still had to satisfy the requirements of the Mexican colonaization laws in order to secure titles to the land.. JameE
Prentiss and Samuel Swartwout were promoters of the company and in 1831 John To
Ma,son became the compa.ny agent
.Anthony Butler was also interested in the company.
From September, 1834, to December, 1835, titles were issued for over 916 leagues of
lando At one time, the company hae. proposed the purchase of all of Texas for
$10,000,000. In November, 1835, when the Provisional Government closed the land
office, the company still did not have the premium lands for all the families it had
encouraged to go to Texas. The company went out of existence in 1848. (Webb,
Handbook, I, 663-664).
0
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acknowledgement of your

• I enclose a

se deliver

for Burns,

it to him, or send it to him from if away L-sic~ as it is from his wife.

I

intend to drop a line to your wife tomorrow, tho I presume you have written
her &c.

I

send this to Messrs. J. Reed & Co. to be forwarded to you.

close a Penny sheet

--- in

case the papers should miss you.

file also independently of the enclosed for your self.

I

I

en-

hand you a

care of Mr. Reed •. I

also send to your address for Mr. Zavala or ~torn-' or wife, whichever may
be nearest at hand L-torn-, 1 Large Book Albions and Times & Courier of ~torn-'
New York:

which you are free to open if ~torn-' yours should miss you, or not

come to

-- Now Sir pardon my scrawl I have been interrupted during the

Evening & have much to write pr packet Montezuma to sail tomorrow for Vera Cruz
All your friends

and as alwa.ys wish to be remembered.

Excuse all for we have

not got over our Hurry nor do I know when we shall -- Money Hard -- before the
fire but much harder since.
Very truly & Ever
The
Address:

Velasco 2nd Double

--50
Feby
Liberty Feb. 21
Missent & forwarded
James Morgan Esqr.

Thro Messrs.

Endorsement:

Deer. 2, 1835

J. Reed & Co.
N. Orleans

James Treat

ansd.

the 2nd April 1836

31-°904
Bermuda Dec. 23d 1835
Sir,
I had the pleasure of writing you soon after my arrival here by the

29
schooner Watchmang
I informed you then of the difficulties which prevented my effecting
an arrangement with the colored people in favor of your proposal; the principal of which were their apprehension of being deprived of their liberty which
had been but so recently secured to them in this island, & their not being
offered sufficient compensation for their labour.

The of those L-sic-Y

however is the most serious & from the conversation that I have had with some
of the most intelligent ones, among the negroes, I am inclined to believe that
not one could be induced to leave this island & place himself entirely under
the direction of an American.

They cannot be convinced but that all persons

of the United states are either Sla.ve dealers or are in some way so connected
it L-sicJ

as to be favorably disposed to it.

There are a number who would go

if they could be under a person with whom they were acqua,inted & in whom they
could confide.

Many told me they would be willing to go with me, to be under

my direction, but could not be satisfied with the wages I offered.

I think that

strong & Healthy men could not be procured here, let all other circumstances be
fa.vorable, for less than six dollars a month; they who could be obtained for
less are generally not worth having.
of their clothing alone.

With these wages they are at the expense

This is the amount of the information that I obtained

before the news was in circulation among them of the invasion of Texas by the
!'i,e::::'.';8.LS &

t:.t:e consequent

dis~~rbances

by' some of the American papers.

there, which have been noticed

Now, I suppose, with their present feelings,

one could not be induced to go for a hundred dollars a month.
I am very anxious to receive some intelligence respecting the present
affairs in Texa3 on which I can rely; the news tha.t reaches here is very unfavourable for that country.

The feelings of the whole republic seem to be

roused against that offending state & Santa Anna is to go in person to deal out

vengeance against the Colonistso
arms of Texas) but. r
independence

I

hope

succ~ess

will attend the

she is a few yea:r s too ea r-ly fol' ef:fecting her

0

I am d.a 1.ly

some

Every information

the

afford) will be most

from New York & lett.ers from youo
struggle in Texas.'l t.hat You can
recei:\7'ed by
Yours &c v-ery :cespectfully
(signed) Th.os" Lea Smith

To

James Treat Esqo

31- 0 90 5

New York Jany 4th 1836

vi.a No Orleans#

Monday morn

Mr" James Morgan
.M;y dear

Since my' 1a st respects, I have received your valued.
letter of 9th & loth 'U.lto~ whicb. carne to hand 28th same month.~ and was
pe'r't:t.sed with, plea sure & sa tisfact:i.on

Fi.re='~'I

""The BulJ.&:B.:.!L you setJt me did not

to the derangement of our

come to hand p:robablJt
quence of the

,a.

a.m most happy you have taken Mrs" Z &

you, a.s Mro Z seem.s most

with

for their arriYal out." ·~·-'I heard from Capto

Collins of ship Shakespeare that your li.ttle Fleet sailed from Balize, 13th
ulto" a nd I hope you have had a. ___ and .-sport pa s sage t.o your port of
destination" where I

continuing &
of Mexia,' s expeditj.on,.,
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you will find all right, and. in
your opera.t.ions""''''''You doubtless

for

know of the

at the Balize!) at which many were, no doub't,

The rrampieo
, led by Jose AntoniQ
stir up the li.bera 1
Eastern Mexico against
Of' the 1.50 men in the attau:k:l.ng f'o:r.ee ~ .31 'were tak.en
inc lQd.i.ng Mexia" :cp:a,Gb.ed safety' irl Te:~:a s on Dec-erribar
II.} 704'''70.5)
(J

.=:-0_ _,_ _

Mexi,a, wa s an attempt to
the Centralist governmento
p'r'isone,'r' and the remainder
3,') 1835" (Webb,
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disappointed"

Whatever may be the armament of the Montezuma, I do not think

she would

to molest you, if you were still, in fleet.--The Insurance

office here were glad to obtain your list of the Texas fleet safe at S.
Pass.

w.

It appears a matter of course that if the Texians can, equip cruizers

at N.O .. so, of course:
Evening:

ought the Mexican Govmt to do the same thing ..

Mrs. Morgan & your daughter came down on Friday last to consult yOJJr

Physician, and have a tooth drawn--I did not know they were here until
Saturday.

too late to call--Mrs. Treat & myself call£ to see Mrs. Morgan

last evening and I am happy to say, found her very well--We did not see your
daughter, but learned from Mrs. M that she was much better than when you left
them-~Mrs.

M" intended passing the afternoon & evening, or both, with us, at

the House, to day, but the weather has been so bad that hardly

could move--

Should she not go up in the morning (for she was in doubt last night) we hope for
that pleasure tomorrow .. --I have enclosed, with a few lines to Mrs

0

M. copies

of the articles of Association & Declaration of Trust, duly certified, as you
requested, which I shall leave as I go up this Evening--I mentioned them to her
last

night~-I

am thus particular because I understood her to say that she,

herself, did not intend writing until after her return to N. Haven.

I spoke

also of' the note for $2000, wbi ch you sent her, which is allright, and understood by her--The quarterly remittance to Mrs. M shall be duly attended to, at
the proper time.
of today & night.

I think next month.

So much added to my unimportant scrawl

Genl Mason still here--also Mr. S. M. Williams--waiting,

the former to close his business here & the latter to receive some further
news from Texas--dates to 9th Ulto, & nothing from Texas.

This siege of San

Antonio proves a very long one.
Jany 9th..

Altho I a snow storm, I presume the Charleston Board will go

this Saturday afternoon--there fore I must close-- a very stormy week and no
papers from N. Orleans & but very few letters--Rumour of a partial surrender of
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San Antonio or a part of it, but we have not.hing certain of that can be fully
relied upon--Rumour of' the closing of the Mexican Ports against the Am flag:
this tho' not yet fully understood here, has excited much interest & inquiries
are Set on Footo

in Congress--on the subject==I do not believe they have closed

their ports against
interest further

us-~Perhaps

particulars~~

Tampico & Matamoros have been closed--We await with
I see you have been (spoken) at Sea; and trust you

arrived safely on the 17 or 18th Ulto all well

&

that we shall soon hear from

you that you find everything quite, & favourable-=We have had no meeting yet-but when San Ant£ falls and people begin to feel as tho' Texas could & would
take care of themselves:
officially
am to write

= ...Mrs ..

we shall have a meeting and I can then write you

Morgan left the day she contemplated, and when I get any news

her~-meantime

all desire to be remembered, particularly

8,,8 ..

& the

Williams goes to Washington tomorrow and will let me know how the land
I will inform you,,,,,,,,The enclosed you will

&

send to MrS., Z..

Very truly &

cordially,
J Tr

Four sheets only#
James Morgan Esquire
Galveston Ba.y
Care of
Messrs James Reed & COo
New Orleans
James Treat
Jany 4, 1836
31-°906
Via N. Orleans
pre Packet
My dear Sir:
I avail of Mr. Frederick Radcliff who goes to No Orleans PI'.
Packet tomorrow (if the ice will permit) to send you this tho I fear I shall
not be able to make it of much interest for wan.t of Eaterial"

En.closed, you
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have copy of Mr" Smith 1 s second.

let'~,er

from Bermuda; (the copy of the first

having been already transmitted to you) by which, you will perceive, t.hat the
prospect of succeeding in obtaining Laboure;es from that Island, as contemplated,
is so much assured, that l.t can ha.:r-dly leave any hope; at least so long, as the
present state of things eontinue, and until;} they (~he Texians) have secured
theJ..r

J..ndependence=~~Then

we may succeedo

I thought I would send you the letter

that you could see f'or yourself' the why, & the where:fore of the difficulties ~
Your letter of 10th Novo left at No Haven, to be forwarded to me and having
reference to :remittance of a qua:rte.r's int.erest, &c &c was du.ly received, a.nd is
now befo:ee (me)

0

I shall send Mrs

0

Morgan a check'. tomorrow for $140" being

one qua.rters interest on the purchase say $8000

@

7 p%o ·~·~·It would have been sent

before say 1st insto when due, but there is no intercourse direct by steam, all
is frozen up, and the roads are in SUGh a state (due to) the snow, that I have
delayed this remittanceo

But it will go to

morrO'wo=·~I

ha:ve written Mrs. Mo

sometime since sending a paper with some Texas ne'Ws and informed her that you. had
doubtless arrived safely) about the 20th Deer" and. that I would further inform
her, when I knew the fa.ct.o· ,'-'I :regret t.hat we are sti.ll wi.thout that information,
2

direct from your'self ~ nor' do we th:cu the papers l.earn anything of you, or vessels.,
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•
rece:Lved
from Jaso Wo Webb
a.ddressed to you) care of J'a.s Reed & Coo also one la.rge packa£e for our friend
Zavala /same carel and request Mro Jas" Reed & Coo to forward them, with this
letter for you, and. another for Zavala

0

Should the parcel for M.!'" Zo pass thru

your hands as is possible & even p:co'babl.e, you 'Will pl.ease forward the same to
him, either at his place or San Fel:i.pe, a s the ca se.~ and ci.rcumstances may

re·~

quireo

62J'ames Watson Webb wa.s the editor of the New York Courier and

Inquir~o
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The:!'e is scarcely
things to

OCClA,PY

doing

he!'e·~=>eve:('ything

V8'I:y dull:

the attention of· the public and individuals.,

so many

First the Great

effects of which are still felt J as the relief does not yet come

fi~SG

enough. to do any' good; Then the frenc:h

war.'~)

or question, which had for a long

time been on the :rapis: & still 1.s an open qU.est,ion, notwithstanding the

mediation so much talk, etc"
frontierwor~'ied

Then the Indian War on the Florida & Georgia

togethex' with the se:a:rc:i.ty of money: and doubts and

men produces a state of things, as bad as possible:

fears of

add to these the

extreme cold weather.') aud severity o:f the winter, impossi.bi li ty of travelling,
irregularity of the
go mit ~

mails, Ri.vers & Bays full of

will complete the

s·t,ory·~'''"'I

Ice~· .... nothing

neV'a!' saw any thing like i t·... ~I hope the ice
open~'~Relief

& snow will disappear; R.oaa.s & communications "become

down

& help

Indian

USo

& french wars blow

over'~

been in a sad state., and just..E:£!f worse than ever.,
which I ha\1'e spoken of & will doubtless go

bills come

etco etec

We shall then, begin to think. feel & act·""=as formerly:

Courier, to t.his date:

to come in or

we have certainly

The bundle for Mr'o Zavala

herewith,z·~'containing

the Times &

& if you. please, you may open the bundle, and peruse

either of these files or the L:illeg:LbleJ

.~."" If opportunity offers to send

the parcel, you ma.y take out. t.he Cou.:c:ter;, or the late
on; and send those you

.2P~,

& let the bundle go

when you have done with themo

Perhaps the papers

Webb sends y'ou may be his own & if so you may not want them from Zavala I s

'bundle~,-

I send Z the latest french & Me:x:iean papers and any quantity of them---We have

had no

_ _ _ _.;;;:;...r

since yoo.r departu:t:'e·=·",having waited to hear from you, to f'l.J..rnish

us with something

animat~

to go

~~o

Most of us think there will be no

difficulty in defending Texas:.l even against the Grand Army while some fear'""'""
Time must tell the

~rue taleo'<.>~I

have E:.2.. doubt.s

myself~'~M:.ason

still p.ere, to go

in a few days by way of' Na.cogdoches,,,,,-Jas Fortune63 left 10 days same destination"

63

James Treat r s :f'a.thel'=in·... lawo
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still a.t Baltimore} waiting Commissioners supposed to be on their

~-Williams

way

hithern~-Whiting

gone eastward to Return in a few days, and proceed to

Nacogdoches; Color Major McComb, is here just arrived & in commission

Texas

but I have seen no one who has seen himo

Pray write." and send papers--all

inquire of & for you frequentlY'D

#

Yours etc
with two
Bundles Newspapers

The ~

James Morgan Esquire
New Washington
Texas
James Treat.
Feby 8, 1836
with copy l.etter from
Thoso So Smith
?? April 1836

New York 15 May 1836
Duplicate
James Morge.,u EsqQ
My

dear Sir"
Your letters of the 2nd 3d and 4th ulto fx'om New Washington,

and of the 8th from Galveston Island;) came to hand on the 13th

insta,~

and

wi thout noticing more pa:rticula.rly your.' l.ong and very int.erest.ing communica . .
tions I have only time to inform you very briefly, what was done here"
Last evening the members of the Nn Wo Association were called together
for the purpose of communicating to them the contents of your letter officially,
and to consult about and devise plans of future operations"
of the Extra_Q..redit.
of,m~and

The Boa,rd approved

I had tak.en upon mysel.:f to see LillegibleJ

you to avail

also approved of your selling the Flash64 to the Texan gove:r.nment, at

such price and terms as you think. proper"

It was also approved that the

64'The Flash was a p:rivateerJ with Luk.e A" Fla,vel as Captain, and wa.s
commissioned in the Texas na'vy in March,? 18360 It was the Flash. that t.ook, the
~.i

iute"·

0"

""'

;'e'"'

0

,.."

II

.

fI

Koscuisko should cont.inue to be tendered to the Government, :for their use as
long as she may be required and under such circumstances and in such manner
as you might think propero
The Board also manifested a determination to advance ~illegible~
Ten Thousand Dollars in aid of the cause, pursuant to your

suggestion~

LOne paragraph illegibleJ
Something will} however wi-chout doubt be done in this in the course o:f
a :few days more or less, in accordance with your views and wisheso
Thus you see we all have the utmost confidence in your prudent and
judicious management, and are ready to assent to anything, which you may think
under the circumstances, necessary or proper to do to advance the interest of
the cause"

Notwithstanding our advices from Texas are and have been un-

favourable LtornJ and your own letters do not afford us much absolute
encouragement, yet we still hope ~illegible-y and in fact have not as yet
doubted the ultimate

L victoryJ

o:f Texas arms in the Holy cause [o:f libertyJ"

We shall follow the business up and in the ~illegibleJ week, I have
no doubt some arrangements will be made by LwhichJ aid will be Lsent~
Texas to the amount mentioned in some shape or form&

In the meantime I may

have to go to Washington to have an understanding with the commissioners

65

who are on their way to that city as to the modus operandi so as to operate
in conformity with themo

(at least we wish to act in concert with them, and

thus do the greatest possible good with the means we appropriate in this

way)~

I have no time for more at present in the course ~illegible~ write you
fully and particularly_
~orwarded

This goes to a :friend ~illegible-' New Orleans to be

by first conveyanceo

Meanwhile,
Very truly yours,
Jas Treat

65stephen F. Austin, Branch T .. Archer,and William He Wharton, the agents

ror Texas sent to Washington by the Provisional Government.
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New York May 19th 1836
James Mox'gan Esqre.
Dear Sir
I wrote you hastily on the 15th inst, acknowledging receipt of
your letters of 2nd 3d

&

rth Ult. at N. Washn. & of the 8th at Galveston Isld.

Since which on tuesday last the 17th accounts were recd, Stating that Genl.
Houston had fought & defeated one of the Divisions of the Mexn. Army, 1300 in
number, commanded by St. Anna in person; tha.t 600 of them were killed,

&

the

remainder including Genls. St. Anna & Cos, & all the Officers with the
Division made 'prisoners.

This if true to the full extent of the accounts

reed .. decides the fate of Texa.s"

But they are somewhat confused & require

confirmation; pa.rticularly the Capture of St. Anna.

By accounts this moment

reed. it appears that he could not have been in the action, as he was on his
way & hourly expected at Matamoros 66 by the last advices recd. from that place.
I have not time to say more at present, but merely to confirm what I
last wrote.

I start to day for Washington, to meet the Commissioners, &,

ma.ke a.rrangements for sending forward aid as mentioned in my last, & about
other matters of interest to us & to the cause.

On my return will write you

fully, & I will then be able to inform you what has been determined on.

In

the meantime I hope to receive official accounts of the action, alluded to
the material parts of which I doubt not will be confirmed.
Expecting to hear from you again very soon
I "J:'emain very truly your's
James Treat

66Mexican port at the mouth of the Rio Grande.
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New York, June 3d 1836
Mr" James Morga.n,

Deal' Sir,

I hand you b,erewith a copy of' my
to 'which I c:rav'e ynu.:t:' attent:1.on"

.......... u"-' ....'

undeX' date 15t.h ult .. ,

which I havE two o:r three times set

d.own to ad,d:cess you -out in poin't o:f fact!' knew not wha t to say, and
cone luded to d.efer wl:':i:ting

u.ntil ynur communications per Flash should

be received, ana, we in possession of something authentic, on which we could
, and 'whieh would serve us,) a s a gu.ide i.n ou:r determinations..

Aga.in, as

stated in IIlJr last) I hav'e 'been a.t Waahington" where I pa,ssed a

returned a few day's sinee..

havi'L'1g

Mail a:eter ma.il arriV'es fr'om Georgia and the west,

and nothing from New Orleans"" ... No letters from you or Zavala by the Fla

and

we now fear they 'were in the m:is sing mails from Ne'w Orleans of 19th & 11th

ult" ·wr.d.ch were destl'oyed by the Indians"

This is a grea.t loss to us, and, the

mor'e so> since the publie accou.nts--are so irregul.a:r ~ vague and contradictory ..
You will see by my last (coPY' he:r:'ewith) ·tb,at our associ.ation lost no

time in acting on the stJggestions contained in your 1a.st communications, so
far as an :immediate approp:r'iati,on is eonce:rned.,

B'ut before any :further-

mea.SU.T'es cou.ld be ta.ken, we received the confirms tion of the action, and total

destruction of Santa Ana I s vanguax'd, which was he:t'e considered as settling the

fate of Texas ..
Of course, it becomes then a qUElstion how fa,.r' it would be advisable to
aet as we had at

intended) at least wi:bhout ClJrlsul:ting the commissioners,)

then at Washington, 'who might haVE :further and better in:formation.
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67During this period, the three agents in Washington complained to the
gover'nment in Texas tha.t they' ha,d not :r.'eceiYed one wor'd from them si,nce the
meeti.ng in ,March" at whieh independence was dec1.aredo
(Barker,
III, 34,1)
Q
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On consulting them, however, we w'ere still left in doubt, what, if any
measures would be most proper to take.

The Commissioners had no ---..;;...-

intelligence," nor any information to guide us, but expressed the opinion,
that neither men, nor munitions of any sort, could then be wanted in Texas.
That money would no doubt be more wanted than anything else at the present
time.

Of all this we could only form some correct opinion on the receipt

of your letters pr
momently and

sh, which we were then, and have been ever since,

-----""

expecting.

Last night the Charleston boat came

but no letters, news, or la.ter dates..

No mail from New Orleans since the

dates of 14th and reference to Mobile papers of

13th; and only

date nothing further is reported from Texas.

19th up to which

The

Bulletin of the 14th contains what is called St. Ana's official correspondence,
that appears in so singular a shape, that many doubt its genuineness.

The news

of the action, and its results, and the capture of st. Ana and his officers,
, considered substantially true and correct,

are, with very few
and tha.t this victory

secure Texas its independence.

Yet every L-one-,

wonders that in all this interval there has been no bona fide official
a.ccounts received..

And although the want of these officia.l advices do not

destroy the belief in the reports, that have been accumulating by a hundred
different channels, yet 1 must confess that it is pa.ssing strange, that a,s yet
the official accounts have not come to hand, not even to the Commissioners;
Childress, Hamilton, or Wharton.
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Thus you see that while we believe every

68George C.
s and Robert Hamilton had been appointed as agents
to the United States
the ad interim government. Austin and Archer had left
Washington, but Wharton had remained. He dined with President Jackson on June
2, and the President had asked h1m,"Where are your letters from yOUl:' Government?
Where houstons ~c~ official account of the Victory? Where your President1s
proclamation calling upon the inhabitants to return to their homes and attend
to their crops? Where an officia.l annunciation of the fa.ct tha.t the inha.bitants are at their homes and in possession of the Most of Texas?11 (Barker,
Austin Papers, III, 364).

'~hing

0::' lE1ss) yet we a~!:'e still some'what .in dOlJ~bt a.nd

we

la.l"ly as

ou.!:'

inte:ceat a.t New Washington..

Nor have we been a'ole to ar'X'ive at any' sat:Lsfaetory

as to the rate ol m:n: Town"

destroye:i

and if' so-,

OX'

i.lrctil we rece:tve yo::;..'!: back

let.tE:x'S )

~Ye

x'emeiy-"

'Yt!us you see Low we are s:i..;'C:.:i.a.ted,

your:

-.~-

COllInE:.Lnications" which we

1}"€ry

cannot

much

from the loss., or abs€D.ce of'

to be i:e lieved from our

June
~

hai w!'i tten
IS

letters}

C:t-

get in adlli

battle.
r:..ow

ma.il, might gi',e us

-----.....:=:: more

to go upon!) either your

papers, or something else; 'tiut no mailes from any

a11 we

is the f'u!'ther ';;onf'i:fmation frum Gain.es 70 of' the result of the

Zavala or

No letters:from Masor",s

yO:J.'!f:

good self'

0

So I will

wi th rn;y narrative and in the. absence of' any other important m.atter,

sa)' a wox·d aCol;.t Washington..

I f·ound at the seat of' Govermnent Austin, Archer,

wnarton., Childress aad Hamilton"

all

or Miuisters Plenipotentiaries,

Town of' New \vf;.shic.gton was :partially .iestroyed
warehouses and other build.ingB
been burned
Battle of San Je.cinto ..

the Mexicans~ the
p:rio:r to the

Pend.leton Gaines was in command of the United States Ar.1nY in
L-o·.::lj.sit:,ns, at the tirtle of' the Texas wax',.
Fo AtLstin, Branct.. I..
and William. Ho Wharton had been
Pro,risional Gc-u-erp..ment as agents and had left Texas in November,
• Childress and liobert Hamilton had. been
agents of Tey..8s
~~~~gover!lllient) on March 10, and on April l, Samuel Po Carson, who
~~~~.. secretary of
was appointed
President David Go Burnet,
"''''"1-''''".,.1''•. .,....,
with the othe:ecommissionerso " D i p l o m a t i c
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from Texas:

~=

Austin left Washington via Baltimore & Wheeling 20th ulto, on his

way home L~toJ' Texas by way of' New Orlea.ns nr Natchez.
fell" home Texas via Virginia:

Archer left same day

Hamilton left :for New York a.nd Childress for

Philadelphia about same time) leavi.ng Wharton alone at Head Quarters.
now

I am

expect.ing Wharton here, 'With or 'without Mr'" Childress, perhaps this

Evening.
Texas:

I

found a very good. feeling existing at Washington in regard to

Genera 1 Jackson" his cabinet3 a great maj ority of Senators and members,

all go for T'ecognition as soon as possible, probably, as soon as the full and
official accounts have reached here, and the agents are officially received
by

the Government here which will be soon no doubt. 72

I think. there is but

little doubt tha t recogni.tion will tak.e place, before the present Congress
adjourn., and t.his will or ought to be a recognition on the merits of the case,

& without any condition whatever..

There are some however" and powerful men,

too, who think that a recognition should be accompanied by annexation to the
United States.

This latter wi.ll be conditional., tha.t the people or government

of Texas will assent to annexation, within a given timeo

I am strongly in-

elined to think that. the Cabinet here are totally opposed to you.r permanent
ind.ependence} a.nd wish to have i:t understood (i.n some way or other) that
a.nnexation is to foll.ow
Petition

01'

recognition~

as soon as practicable, but let the

Solicitation, come from Texas, and not go ,hence, to Texaso

This

is as near a conjecture as can now be formed, of probable future eventso
little time will throw more li.ght upon the Subject.

A

Meanwhile, what will be

the opinion of the people of Texas, as regards annexation, will they, by a

72James Collingsworth and Peter W. Grayson 'were appointed by President
Burnet as commissioners and were instrueted to present themselves as I1duly
empowered and instructed by the Executive and Cabinet of the Government ad
interim of Texas. lI The secretary of state of the United States, John Forsyth,
would not receive them as accredited agents of Texas, "on account of the
informality of the papers confer.ring our authority." (Gar.rison, Diplomatic
Co~respondence, I, 117)0
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majority, come into the United States, on fair and equitable terms; or will
they prefer to remain

This is the

what is or will be., for your and our int.erest?
I hard.ly know, or

Again,

Annexation or Independence?

, I have had no time yet t.o reflect

on

the s'U.bject, to have formed an opinion, which would be worth anything..
I can nevertheless tell you} what seems to be a very

But

and prevailing

....'Io!l::-_ __

opi.nion here, so general, indeed, that it may almost be called a universal
sentiment:

and that. is, annexation

0

Bot.h in, and out of Congress; and

Indi'~

victua.ls interested, almost all think, that Annexation is the only thing, or,
at least, the best

that can be done for the United States, for Texas) and

8.,lso for individualso

Be this as it may, the thing must take its own course,

and we can do but 1it.tle to change the determinations, or actions of our Government here..

Perhaps more can be done to direct public opinion with you on this

point towa,rds a

and judicious actton than can be 'brought to bear here

Of this you can but judge"
Texa s in a few

~

So much for Washington.

0

Wha:r'ton will be of'f for

and I may' send this by him, ox' if not, give you a few

lines, if anything further oCG;urs, to make it an inducement
present 2 sheets, which I think I will send 'by

0

So much for my

, as the usual mail rou.tes

are all suspended or broken up, at least for the present.
James Treat

73 The question of annexation was on the ballot i.n the Texas elections of
September, 1836, and there was an overwhelming
ority in favor of annexation
to the United States&

31- 0 934
pr Ex-Mail & Most
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New York, March 16th 1839
friend Morga.n
My dear Sir.
On the 12th inst. I wrote you a full sheet in reply to
your la.st recld favour of 9 ulto. expecting an oppty to offer ere this to
send it by water but that vessel is detained for some days.

When it shall go,

and with it the documents you reQuested in relation to the Navy &c with the

L-illegible~ papers.

To them I refer when you

them.

In the letter above

referrd to 75 I said something in reference to Mexico and an accommodation with
her and told you I would address you a separate letter on this Topic.

Here you

have it, and I think it o:f consequence, enough to send by fast mail, that is,
I deem it of _____ important tho' you, nor, _a-..:..___e_l_s_e may perhaps think
so.

I attach consequence to it because in a matter of great import it is

to be in time but not before time.

Be prepared to act, as soon, as the time

comes and _____ in the best way, to effect your object; or at lea.st do no
harm.
I have

Now, I hesita.te not to say that the time has arrived when the

~

which

contemplated ca.n be made with very fair prospects of success.

This is in strict accorda.nce with the basis laid down in your last letter, viz.
approach the __=-_____ or

~;

at the right time and in the only way in which

success can be reasonably expected.

Let the

come :from some

apparently unauthorized source; perhaps, it can be done without any finger
or should be
being seen in the first instance; it will
so placed be:fore them

wrote another letter to James Morgan dated March 16, 1839,
74James
apparently written
this letter. In it, he asks Morgan to write him his
opinion, but to
the mission confidentia.l. He repeated that he preferred
not to have any authority -- III go down at my
Expense (If I go at all). It
(Cited in Manford, "Treat," 142).
75The letter referred to here is not in this collection of letters.

44
(in Mex£) as to appear to be

and f'or their benef'it, and it

should be given (them) af'ter full conviction is.J2rodueed that it is f'or them,
the best move they can make.

This done, it will be easy to satisfy them that

anything reasonable will be likely to be met in a corresponding spirit &
feeling on the other side.

But no direct means or o:ff'icial measure will

answer until af'ter preliminary arrangements are made..

I make these remarks

not only to give you my views, but because I apprehend that your folks don't
understand the matter wello (It may appear presumptious in me to attempt to
give them light) and as they should, and also because I perceive that, there

6
are various plans under advisement and one of them is that Col Bee 7 shall
confer with MrQ p77 at Washington &c &c and I fear they will not adopt the
right policy f'or
ment be assured.

there~

policy in this negotiation and its right manage-

I have lived ha.lf my life among the South Americans and 7

years in Mexico, have had much to do with their grea.test men, Stood of'ten
in the situation of projector of plans - adviser of movements, and cooperator
in many important matters where great objects were in view - great interest
h tOll
a t s t a k'e and mue h money to beexpended - I know how +h
~move; & ~
Wl
move them.

I speak their Language, with

~

and I have for 30 years..

Now

I have a few grains of common sense and having thought more on the subject
& written more than every man, woman and child in Texas I say I have a right
to give an opinion?

and is it entitled or would it be if' presented for con-

sideration t9 any weight?

I should think it might until it was shewn to be

untenable or impolitic; by better arguments

76colonel Barnard

It

A proposition thro an off'icial

Bee~

77This probably refers to Joel Poinsett, former Minister from the
United States to Mexico ..
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source to Mexico, to do or bring about what is desired would probably, 1st
not be duly weighed, or considered and hence not succeed or 2nd if' it did -it would. cost Texas a million or

~

greater sum as consideration than to

approach them thro a private individual cha.nnel where everything as regards
Texas, would be hypothetical.

The Mexican f'irst to decide and

't~hen

Texas to

follow and carry out the plan.
1st convince the Govt. men in power and perhaps some out, that Texas
is out of their reach, is growing so rapidly in population, means and resources &0 &c that she

Mexico

can never recover it &c &0_

This being done,

the 2nd is a necessary consequence, If they may say we cannot regain it without very great expense time etc..

and then the issue is doubtful, ha.d we not

better make some amicable arrangement, and get
we may?

This would be the conclusion..

~

thing for the boon while

Once get them to this point and satisfy

them tha,t a reasonable ba.sis would pro'bably meet the views of the Govmt. of Texas
&c &c.

Say something about a Bonus of some 2 or 3 millions as a matter likely

to be assented to

if prompt action is had and fa,ir & rational limits given,

and tell them at the same time how they can set about their object, with a
view to its speedy accomplishment, and, the thing is doneQ

To be sure you would

have to make an arrangement (of a private character) that some one or more
important personages, whose aid was essential should be benefitted individually,
this, as you know, is very essential in a matter of' this magnitude & importance
and should be done in a way', unobjectionable, as well as satisfactory and will
always be a difficult task to manage well; and, if so?

How much better could

it be conducted, and arranged, by one who should move this matter in the way
I ha.ve suggested above, priV'ately; than by any public or known functionary?
It is obvious and clear to my mind, that while the latter would fail - the
former might completely succeed & at

~

Then, again, there will be ma,ny

objections, on the part of Mexico, which must be overcome, and obstacles which
must be removed -- Who can do that best?

a person who is the open advocate,

:for Texas?

~

or a person who approaching a

as above} step by

or

in the way suggested shews

what their interest requires

tell them how the

matter is to be undertaken and probably with success and proffers to initiate
the negotiation at

The direct application, might not be listened to

nor would the bearer' of' it, obtain, in !§Q.t a dknowledge of the difficulty,
hence he could not remove them
and in the

~

while the individual who a.pproached, by degrees

way' would know, from indications and information, too &

appearances how to

move~

The same suspicion or distrust, would not attend the

latter as the former, and he would know from his outposts and flanks when to
accelerate & when to retard his advances.

Then, if nothing results, if he

cannot approach even the source of power, or i.f he does & makes no impression
that is no harm done.

Texas remains in Statu Quo - She has done nothing nor

made any overtures - E£. prej udice or inj ury can reach

and Sbe will have
~
should this be
the benefit of any information obtained, and the me:r'e negatl.ve
the result
would be worth knowing, particularly under sOIne.-,eertain circumstances
~or

it might then shew that Texas could not expect anything from Mexico, volun-

tarily and therefore if Texas wished to accelerate her issue with Mexico, she
could only do it by of'fensiv'e operations.
grown out of

So

that, in a.ny event

a total failure of' the plan.

in advance how the land lies

~or m;:[.

~

good would

Besides I calculate on knowing

GovtE!!, and I should probably be afforded an

opportunity (which would not be a bad one for my object) of being asked my
opinions or for informati.on which would give me the best possible oppty of
carrying out my plan & scheme.

I know St. Anna, LillegibleJ, Tornel

~illegible~ and they all know me - These may be the men; I can find means of

approach to anyone who may have the power or influence to adopt and carry out

sU.ch a. plan, ._---_-.-.:;.... and
cl.ose it ..

These

until j:'i:x:ed

are ready t.o

._---=-- and

& my best ,riews on this important

B.Y'e

Not

. lbth,
"
N. Y. March
183975

Ex
f':ciend Morga n,
Dr SiJ'

closed, very hastil.y, one sheet of general

I hSYe:

or

on the

the best means of

-;:::..,.......=.

no! p:resent condi.tion of your ,affairs,
a erude

~e:.£::.,

r~mal'!!:,s

an arrangement with Mexico

resl2ectiV'~ly ..

"" .... I hav-e only

of what I conceiv'e to be the differences be

p:r'oeeedi~~~.J and ~:::~:£. or indeed a.ny other, wha.tever

in the

0

#

tween

you

one mode of

I dont know how :far

you will. concur or' whether' you wtll agree with me, at all., in my views ....... I
coul.d

if I had t1.me a.nd space

a,dvanta.ges ~ more at
the prospects and
o~cupy

too much

a detail, of my plans, and argue thei:£.

and thus then perhaps mar'e clea

,:E!~

.~_._

wil.l not be necessary

of suecess

on what I base

':rhis, I could not do, as it would

and I wish t.o get this off

~

-- This, however,

---.:...-..- as I think I have said enough to

_ _--OK-

y'O'u

(if there :1.8 any'thing at. all in my view of the subject. of any weight) that i.t
-will. be easy to
I

h8,:ve

-_ -."
.....

a course, not so well calculated to su.cceed as the

or

I might also have mentioned, in the other sheet,

and among ,other' things, that I ha.ve not, thu.s suddenly come to these conclusions,
but after long reflect.ion and
in Texas for mor'e than

this particular

~

sat::2~£~'

f~llrther,

78

I have been corresponding with a f!ien9:.

years, on .;!!:indred topics, and for many months on

and, who is on the spol, knows men, ma.tter & things

78~rhis may
to John Vitalba, an Italian who li.ved in Mexico, was
a friend of SacJ.ta Anna, went t.o New Orlean s for' Santa Anna ~ and worked wi.th
James Treat. while the~ce ..

a,'wi :f1:'um who I have a lett.er
whi(~h

I

,--~=,~-~--,----.~.

comm'l)~n::Ge:te

to the 'fJ'e:r:y

by EX''''p:cess

ect

JYf-La~i,l <was

fully"""'" He will be ready to aid

now

we ----~
wx'ite in

~

me of'
~~---

we can

& co-operate wit.h me,

and I can. u,se h:tm ~ any sllspicion of my moving, ,i.f nee9- be .L~.:::.::=~.::..::
enough of' ~, '''' ... I will now tell you (~.~E::!~~l as

YOll

The whole of :tb,is-..£orr~:!2ication) what I had though~ o:t~ doing
w:tth

,---~----

I thought the 'best thing I

do would be to embark. for

----~-

N.. 0 .. in. a Packet..,
you of my intention

If I could
bef'o.'l::'ehand

me & a, sk you to run

.=.-_._-,. . . . . . ,

and as soon as I could leave APPRISE

you could calaula te _____
w_h_e_n, Y'ou would, meet

& see meo

I:f after our intex'view, i.t was thought 'best

:for me to go to Vera Cruz I would run down;, hear !"'rom my friend, who may
have made some l?!'ogress (in obtaining infol'mation I mean ~1Y') and when I

up to the city' of Mexico, if necessarY' ..
& do w11a'/:, I

elusion I he ve eome to

_IDa

ttru

CQuld,
,~-

This is what I have been eoncoting

The yoyage, I

.----

would benefit my

& the

-~---

con..,
I

& ~ings ,u. a nO. thi s 1-E...J2...a.x'tlcula, rand, then move down to Vo Cruz i:f

advisable) etc"

But, this, is with the 'y'ie;ws

tha~ ]~ntertain &

have here

exp:ressed, ,V:lz: that a pr'ivate indivi.dua.l, t,o go to there (Mex.2) on his own
business affairs (and. I have enough of tha-t;. there) and, acting, accox'ding to
J.::'::::~:::) but in :fact for & in

of 1~ and fox' its benefits (as well. as foX' my ~ benefit} in a
~'eason8"bl.§: & ;hlstifiable way) would be the best & C?uly means of making the

____I, and do I, consider it,
I should be a.lone and 'without any' direct autho:r'ity;
~~~:.~.

to me in the JE'emis~~.? I had :t:'ather

bt~

.~ were fu~l

powers

wi.thout them ,.. ,., Success is more

~~ngements

certain as far as preliminary
or

a.uthor:i.zed.~

firstQ

go,"

by any officia lox'

I would not; even, be instructed

source nor would I go to Texas

I would avoid all these, as being superfluotlS L.illegibleJ much bet.ter

without them

-~.

stand clear

,~~

above & I have a pight to §..dvise, suggest or

recommend. anything tu that, Govrnts_President, that may appear to me beneficial to

If' I ca.n succeed in inducing them to adopt" any step having for its object,

They will find means to ca:r.ry

any arX'angement,
""""--~----

in the

wa~,

most

& most agreeable to themselves . . ,'" If' they choose to give me authority

written or verbal to approach

tions o:r
___ 0

it~,

,lOU

'
'
I.,wont, with
anyl
forma or l.nf
orma l
propos1''''
0

either verbal or otherwise

to listen to

& car:eied out.

them~

and, if'" they were

~,~

Your Go'vmt, would be happy

acc~e:pta'ble,

~~

they would be ertibraced

Then, the Mexican Govmt could send a commission or commissioner

then, the matter could be-S.ut & dried & finished"
to carrY' out the plans
If some other & better mode was adopted
it would be the

to No 00 to meet lours"

thi~

in the Endo

I would take care so to
out"

If I

----~

w~,

I should have prepared the wa.y . . . ..., and
.

comp:rom~se

them

that

~e th~

Ice,') and

they could not or would not back

Therefo:re it is, that I would say to you, I should like

well enough to know, the views of your Govt more or less what they would think
would answer & meet my views &c .... but even then I should prefer, ve:ry much
lea.rni.ng from another source indi:roectly, than in any other way.
you

=~

I

~~,through

for this would be in accorda.nce with my whole plan & it would not be

complete, according to my view of the policy of the measu;r'e & mode of' prose,·,
euting ito

If I took any otber than absolute and independent ground _ .... I cou.ld

giv'e my own views freely and fully and fearlessly" if LillegibleJ
would all be mine"

and they

Here is a grea.t gaiE, in my' opinion -,,., Now you have my

plan & opinion, of the best mode.

My intention to go down to No 00 (If I can

50
get away) as ~ a s I ~ & ~ to Vera Cruz -- If I don I t change my mind;
after getting to N. O. & seeing~.

But, I must say that I have no idea of

furnishing argwnents & plans for others to carry out & this is another reason
(besides the one above) that I would not give these views to your Cabinet.
They would probably be used for, someone else to benefit by & not me.

I say

this because this is the tendency of these matters -- There is always somebody,
to want the honor & profit and]: you know am an alien & there are prejudices
afloat against aliens, and all that.

If I found the right men in power, to

operate upon, and the Govrnt strong enough to carry out, promptly & boldly,
what they were convinced was their best policy, I should be greatly mistaken
if I was not successful -- entirely so -- But it would not be to open it except
your outposts were well prepared, and the Jlappliances ff well & properly made.
-- these are objections & obstacles, which I have already anticipated and am
prepa.red to remove

II

If I sta nd in the position I think I ought, to occupy

-- because I will ha.ve their Ear. I cannot ~ detail them to you, but I"::~
reprepared to
move the greatest obstacle, I think -- I would have to contend
with.

& satisfactorily to them, and perhaps ~, on which the whole matter

ma.y depend -- others, there may be, and no
& execute as well.
~"

a.nd ought

doubt~,

who can combine arrange

But I think I have thought more about it, than any other

If (I have not) to have reached, some right points, & con-

clusions ... Now, Sir, all this is for you and..l2E- alone -- get all the information
you please &~, a.nd from the best sources for my

Lp ic7

Govmt.

So that it

comes from you, an individua,l, to~, an individual -- mere matter of opinion
&c -- I don't want you to say you are authorized to say this or that -- But

that you know or believe so & so &c..

----

---- L viewsJ are
Your

for me
then

your ~

priva.te views '& obvious indepen,dentJ of what is derived from other quarters
&c

I should apprecia.te and very: much respect.

I assure you, In a :few days

51
I will write you again, meantime, cover your letters for me to Lapeyre - to be
forwarded to me here by Express Mail or otherwise if not directed to retain them,
for me.

I must stop for I have fatigued myself, very much by my scrawl.
(not signed)

31-0937
New York March 22, 1839
(Evening)
Col James Morgan
My dear Sir:
Your favour of yesterday was received this morning and I am obliged
for so long and interesting epissle 1..-sic

7

from you.

Had I anything of interest

to say to you in view of its contents, or, in the way of further news from any
quarters I should have replied to it by todays post.

But I delayed thinking

I might have a line from you in the morng in which case, I will kill two ~birds
with one stone~.

There is nothing new or interesting here.

I have no letters

from Texas; but via a Galveston paper of 1 March which contains nothing special
except a panegiric L.sic
arduous duties etc. etc.

7 of

Mr. Seth Hunt who wa,s there attending to his

I note all you say, as requested, the matter with

Mro ~illegible~ and feel under obligation for the trouble you have had which

las is often the easel has proved to be much more than I contemplated when I
taxed you with the negotiation.

I can hardly anticipated any favourable results

from your intended interviews with Mr. B & yet I have some hopes you will effect
something

&

if, as.l..alwa,ys thought, this would be

you, a. personal fa.vour.

This was the main

availed

of by Mr. B .. to do

ground of my hopes from the commence-

ment -- We shall ~ ~illegible~ various fronts.

I observe your remarks in

relation to the Friar 79 who is or is supposed to be instructed with a secret

79Father Michael Muldoon ha.d been curate to Stephen F. Austin's colony
beginning in 1829. He was a friend to the Texans in their disputes with the
Mexica.n government and accompanied Barnard Bee on his unsuccessful mission to
Mexico in 183~. (Webb, Handbook, II, 247~8).
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and confidential mission from st. Anna .... I entirely concur in your opinion of
the advantage and favourable effect to be produced by any arrangement but I fear
be has now powers except such a.s Sto Anna might ["'give to himJ individually
perhaps verba lly to ta lk"
showS he could not bring

promise & learn..
a~thing

&

The time, he must have left Mexico

from Stc Anna as president but knOwing he

was to succeed Bustamente and counting upon means, to continue in power he may
have anticipated a letter and sent the wiley ~sic
doo

7 Friar

to see what he could

The only apprehension I have is that anything agreed upon even preliminarily

or verbally may not be carried out in Mexico unless
is yet very doubtfulo

L-heJ is

Supreme and this

Is it not singular that the boat of the 1st of March

brings nothing in relation to the said Friar?

Not the pa.pers for they would be

silent from policy perhaps, but, other visitors should not have mentioned this
as an important item of news &c so far as I know, the letter I refer? to and
~its~ partial publication, is the only channel thro which the news comes --

time, time, will shew..

I am 'lui te of your opinion in rega.rd to the difficulties

of obta.ining loans in Europe until the Independence is fully recognized - Unless
at grea.t sacrifice.

I thank you for your remarks about the great men of your

country, President, Secretarys and ministers..

Any opinions of mine would be

superfluous as I have not the means of knowing but very little of any of them.
I have not a word about the loan at N.. 0" tho I learn that Ellis wrote Morton,
that it was taken..

I suppose about the same time Hancock wrote Dawson..

I

think Ten are right & tha.t a contract ha.s been made, such as Mr. Riley thought
& had better be submitted to Govmt, and hence so little ha.s been said about
Texas money is suoted 58-70 Disct 14th inst.

An adjustment with Mexico would

aid much in arranging for the Loan or Loans..

So much for tonight having hastily

glanced at the contents of your letter I will leave the next page to be filled in
the morn - If I have anything more to say .
Col. James Morgan
New Washington, Texas

by
Capt. Moore
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April 17th Evening

(1839)
Sunday Extracts#
Our friend Sam

80

Says, under Date of 20th ulto.#

at Bologne, Sur mer #!lYour two letters of' 15th & 24th Feby, are before me,
and bring the Very unhappy news of the Death of poor Sicard.

I seriously

regreat that one so amia.ble & worthy should be lost, to you But such is
the lot of all of uSo Your letters from Morgan are truly gratifying, and so is the Extract
f'rom Lewis

(J. R.) letter. I do not, entertain a doubt, about the Value of'

the whole country & when the city of Houston, shall be a.bandoned as it will
be, afte

the seat of Govmt. is removed, where but at New Washn can the people

go for trade and health -- We must continue somehow or other to get, a Rail
Road from one point over to the Brazos, and two or three years will do it.
You will have in N. York by the

June the little Steam Boat, the

ll

Robt.

F. Stockton" made of' Iron, and propelld .. by sculls instead of Paddles.

Wheels

the sculls, or propellers, as they are call£ being fixed in the stem of' the
Vessel

Boats upon that construction, and made of Iron would be the Very

thing

Texas. & particularly from the Island to New - Washington .. #

'
lS In P
arls,
so I canno t Sh ew h'lm your 1 e tt er b ut Wl+11 sen t l't t 0
Hend erson81.,
him. - I am sorry that the Brute S1 Anna wa s not Killed by the Frenchmen. I
perceive that the Admira.l has contradicted all his lies. - What a miserable
devil he must be.
be.

The Country. of Mexico is not worth having, Nor never will

until they get a new race to govern them..

No cha,nge can present a Ray

of Hope for better times until they get a Strong Government,# from some
European state.

80
81

f'rom England or France and that cannot be expected owing to

Samuel Swartwout.

James Pinckney Henderson, Texas agent to England and France, to seek
recognition of Texas independence and loans.
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the Jealousy of the powers on this and your continents.

L-illegible~

In

another letter of same date, but written afterwards & both reed. by the
Western

82

- He says, as follows - liThe mail today, brought me yours of 18

& 19th feby. and altho, I ha.d written you. and sent my letter off, I may as
well, let drive at you another, as to do it some time hence.

I sent Henderson

your letter to him - The progress in Trade, in Texa.s is truly astonishing
and as I suggested, we must have a Rail Road soon from N. W. to the Brazos I Shall be Blackguarded like the Very devil about the name given to the new

3
town on the Trinity,8 but I have had it already in such large doses, that
this will be, a mere mosquitoe L.sic

7 bite#

there yet, and as soon as we get funds, he,
in his own way.

Morgan, will be a great man
shall make himself distinguished,

# (After speaking of some of those, he has. had business &

monied transactions with, in a tone of displeasure, and want of confidence.
He S. S. remarks as follows#
Kind.

"There is conflict however, in all cases of the

If there are false, there are also true friends, and the Knowledge &

Fidelity of the latter, is more than sufficient, to overbalance the former.
When we meet we will con~verse~ over these matters with a L-glass of fine
wineJ'.
I am afraid of your health, & beg you to take care of it.

Your frame is

delicate & altho' you have the Spirit of the Lyon L-~ & the tenacity of
the Tiger, you must not place yourself where the arrow of the fell destroyed
may reach you.
dont come.

# Continue my dear Treat to write to me when the Steam Ships

Send your letters via, Havre for two months &c &c

I have written

by this Vessel to our mutual friend Dr. Bartlett whose delicate & Kindly

82 The Western was a ship that ran between New York and London.
83Swartwout, a town on the Trinity River, developed by the New Washington
Association ..
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Express interest in my welfa,re has deeply affected me.

He is not only an

intelligent & most amiable Gentleman but a man of the Warmest & most generous
affections..

Your & his acquaintance, are comparatively of but recent growth

& yet, I can declare before God, that I have derived, in these dreadful trials,
as much comfort & consolation from you two, as from any other human beings,
my wife & child only Excepted. - This :it is that Keeps me up. - The mail hour
approaches & I will close - Believe me my dear Treat, when this gloom Shall
have pa,ssed over, I will then gi'V"e Some instructions, about my Texas & other
affairs &c &c..
yoU#

The preceding, is all from his last letters, that can interest,

#

Price who writes me, from same place & at same time, among other matters this
Expresses

himself~

" Swartwout & I have been here for the la st fortnight,
" negotiating his coal & Iron concern in Cwnberla.ndG
" His interooto I rejoice to inform you is sufficiently',
" Extensive to cancel every pecuniary obligationG
" either public or Erivate, and leave him a fortune.
" I am engaged in writing up my' affairs with the Govmt ..
" for the la st five yea rs , and will I trust visit America
" in the fall., with an a.ccount, which will prove
" the Govrnt G to be my debtor, beyond a 11 doubt,
11

notwi thst,9. nding, the Villainous Sla nders,

" la tely heaped upon me

0

Upon a. one

" sided view of the a/co they might with Woodburys
11

usual precipitancyo

prosecute me with distress

" warrant in my absence, but I will defy them
" in due Season & all will be right ~

# &c &c ~

!I

Swartwout & I dined with Henderson before

11

leaving Pairs, and I have had severa 1 Very

!I

interesting Chats with them - I shall return

If

to Paris on the 25th inst .. where write me

II

will remain here for a couple of months - &c &co

#

So much my dear Col. for these" Extracts, and If they, should gratify you

at all in their perusal I shall be repaid for the trouble of copying them.
is sometimes gloomy - but is on
them than for himself#
#adieu-~good.

night

alc

If alone.

Sam,

o:f his wife & child "" he feels more for
he would stand it as a true Phi.losopher

Yours Je Tr.

Continued
So much for my first sheet, containing Sunday remarks growing out of
your letter of 7th decro

# written with a bad steel pen & half a day around.

I will now look over your last of 14th decra and will be more brief, as I have
now been left alone.

This letter was written from the Island, where you found

Sunday letters from me; papers &c &c

I am Very glad You got them at last, tho'

some of them perhaps had been remaini.ng there some timee - I am obliged for
myself. & those Concernedo

for your attention to the Loan papers, and yours

disposition of them, which I have no doubt will give to us the most favourable
results

0

Wm. H. W.

I think you was L-~ Entitled to the full & ~icient services of

84

for it was with him the arrangement was ma,de & he received the money

or the most of it Can?

~,

all about it. - If he cant advocate, own claims,

~ho

You may nevertheless present my respects to this distinguished Senator,

with my thanks &c &c

I am not surprized L-sic~ that the closedLdoors of Congress

created some mismeanings,
experi.ment.

&

might have made a disturbance - It was a singular.

I must await, the report of Gen. Houstons farewell remarks, which

84 In Apri 1. or Jl.AJ8Y 1836, William Ho Wharton & Stephen F Austin had.
negotiated a $10,000 loan fol' Texas, and James Treat had handled some o:f the
negotiations (Barker, Austin Papers, II, 358).
0

0
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I sha 11 be Very much gratified to :reado
give" a just Idea of the Speech

""'=

But they will.,

when received.,

Sam, talks off b.and well#

Notes .. cannot

do him justi.eeo
I have pe:r'used & ..::w~i:...::t=h:..J2~~~:"::'::":::=~~~~ the Ina ugura 1 of y'O'llT ~

Presiden~ 8.5wh i.ch

you will find republished

._,_~_~,~

in the Star..

& heart ",,,,,, I

an admirable document, and does, infinite honour to his
sent it to

(>

It is

Henderson & Swartwout_ f'orthwi th, and by the first packet, when

I doubt not it will produce a fine effect"

& Hunts, appointment 86

Of

I suppose there is no doubt - The papers Give the Secy of the Treasury to
Gen or Mro Dunlap of Tenn 87 & Johnson 88ta have accepted the
given you my opi.nion of the character of the new .. Cabo
placed at the Head of the Army?
should suppose.

90

&c ,., who will be

~,~

I

You however will

I am pleased to see the Vote of thanks to

It is alike creditable to the Congress & to the

#

may be his foibles, or faults

I haVe

This would suit him"

I have only read two o:f Sidney's numbers

furnish them when in Pamphletp
Houstono

Gen Feli.x H? 89

0

ji~l> """"

Country~ Whatever

Who Knows but he ma.y be your Next President?

in other words. who Knows but he may become ,,§,gaiEl as popular as ever, or even
more so - This is

Eossib~..

He is

~

,;you. ,saJL', a ,VElry... Ex::traordinarl man Indeed ..

85Mirabeau Bonaparte Lamar was elected vice president in 1836 and was
elected by a la:r'ge majority in 1838 as presidento (Siegel, Texas Re.Eublic~
102)
86
Barnard E. Bee was appointed secretary of state in the Lamar Administration and Memucan Hunt was appointed secretary of the Navy. (Siegel,
Texas Hepublic, 103) ..
a

87Richard G. Dunlap of Tennessee was a friend of' Andrew Jackson.
(Siegel, Texas Republic, 103).
88Albert Sidney Johnston, appoi,nted see:rerbary of war in Lamar's ca.binet ..
(Siegel, Texas Republic, 103).
89General Felix Hustono
9 0 Sam Houstono
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I am anxious to see what .. course your Legislation will take, since the Inauguration is now over

&

you must take u.p business .E:.9!! i.n Ea.rnesto ::: I perceive

an attempt to recall the Commissioners, failed in the House by two Votes, I
thinko - The Dolphin had a Very splendid passagea

What has become of the

Pilot Boat.

#

#

#

#

I do not wonder, my dear Sir, that the defalcations of our friend S. S. were
too painful for you to dwell upon - But so it is, there is no doubt about
the fact - The amt. may be

~

a million, certa.inly

~

a

- But what

would you think If he were to return here, in the face of day - Head up &
a bold front, and, work through with it, and assuming the direction of his
own affa.irs (b.y permission of Uncle Sam). manage so as to payoff Uncle Sam 5
in full, and all the world besides?
he may pursue this very course.

There are not wanting those who think

or something like it

= on

the other hand.

it is thoughto that if Price finds Sam in England or Europe he will dissuade
him from coming over, and will succeed, as Misery loves Compan;y ... I should be
most happy to find Sam & wipe off this matter (so as possible) in some such
way - It would relieve his wife & daughter, to some extent at least, as well
as otherso

You will ere thiso have demonstration .. occular

~?ic~

being with you - I mean the Son oro Brother I forget which?

of Ikin9l

I say this, as I

suppose he must be with you by this time, unless some thing has happened to
him on his wayo - At all Events, you will have my letters, & copy of Ikins to
Sam.

All Confirming, the fact of sending Ikin ~to Texas~

I think the

Gentlemen, Holford & Hamilton will go down together - Irwin would go with them
had he not some object to accomplish, such as you suggest - If so, he will be
ahead ... a keen shrewd fellow - but very selfish If I understand his character

91A:rthl1:r' Ikin was a na.t:iV'e of Great Britain who delivered two commercial
trea.ties to Texas, and later became the Texas consul in Englando The Ikin referred to here may have been a relative (Webb, Handbook, I,874.).
0
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at all.

We shall see what they will do, when so many wise men get together?

will they not Captivate your President & whole Cabinet?

What with the ardor

& enthusiasm of Gen Hamilton, The Capitalist, Holford - Financier Irwin &
Burnley to boot - What can they not (Entrenous) effect - Well if they will
only give your Govrnt means. and on fair, & reasonable, terms, and Conditions
::: all we 11

==

If they dont want to Gouge too much - Mr. Parker will not reach

Texas so soon, I think - He will not belong to the clique - tho he knows
Holford - I do not think any of Gen Ss property will be sold - at all - at any
rate at present - This will however depend on ma.ny ci.rcumstances &c

I will

however Keep you advised, on this point, & soon tell you more about it - Say
in my Next..

We are anxiously awa.i ting advices from Mexico which are slow in

getting here - & leave us in some considerable doubt & anxiety how things are
- This is an interesting moment for Texas - indeed Continua.tion
I

fill~

#

my Second Sheet without Knowing, It. almost.

at any rate I did

not get thro', Yours now under consideration - I will finish, for I never like
to do things by Halves

==

I make due a.llowance for your Silence by three Boat.s,

Know where you Was {-sic

7 &c

::: So long as, you write by Every boat} I will
92
promise not to Complain = Your letter by Judge LiPscomb
I know nothing
&

about, and presume I shall get it, after a while

-'

If it was mailed (as I pre-

surne it would be) at MDbile for. No Orleans - Then Reed & Coo would, when they

thought of it, send it along if it Cost no postage - I trust I shall get it,
tho' out of time - I have delivered your message to Kos93 indeed he perused the

92Abner Smith Lipscomb had been chief justice of the Alabama supreme court
before going to Texas in 18390 He served as secretary of secretary of state
under Lama.r
(Webb, Handbook, II, 61-2).
0

93Koscuisko Morgan wa,s James Morgan's son, who was studying in New York
and for whom James Trea.t had accepted some responsibility as to funds and in
a.rranging his studiesD
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--..;;._.;;".. of your letter - It is Easy to get Captain's
promise to take letters & place them So & So.

L ~J or

pa.ssengers. to

But 9 times out of 10, they

forget. their promise - I ha.ve usua,lly found the

the . . :; ; . ;:;:. ;:;. ; ;. ; ;. . ; plac e tho I not

the most Speedy, a.lwa.ys. - I suppose, the Bonds, you spea.k of came up to
Lapeyre by the Columbia, as you say, you could not send them from the L-IslandJ
they being at home.

If so Lapeyre will send them to me

It is strange I ha.ve

not got your letters per Columbia, should have had 4 days ago.
I am glad to hear you say you will be able thro' some of your ways &
means to

me a lift, here in the way of my advances for the CamPI of

N.W.A~4 & meantime

I will try to get along as heretofore. by ways & means =

by aid & Loans of money, & names on the part of some of the Subscribers. &
some of my friends#
these.

Tho' this is a hard way getting along:

Such times as

I do not wish you to make any sacrifices If it can be avoided - I do

not know If I can

any money on the Bonds when they

here = If I do, or

in any other way, I will at once apprize you - Kos. seems no longer to complain
of his back & he was quite well since the slight indisposition of his teeth ache

L-~-1 &c &c.

I wont correct your Statement of Col wra,rton's death,95 but

when doing so - it came confirmed, pr the Columbia. last trip..

Webb 96however

in all probability would never have noticed it all - He cares nothing about
Texa.s, except, so far a s mere intere st goes - and it does not seem to comport
with his idea s to say much of' or about Texa s

His paper contains 10 lines in

94The New Wa.shington Association.
95William H. Wharton was killed in 1839 when a, pistol accidentally discharged as he was dismounting from a. horse. (Webb, Handbook, II, 889-90 ) •
96James W. Webb was publisher of the Morning Courier and New York
Enquirer, and wa.s a member of' the New Washington Associa.tion.
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favour of Mexico, to one word in fev - of Texas - So

~t ~s
~

•

- Whatever may be

the reason.
Jany 11th '39
I

==

Friday morns.

#

have this morning Glanced over my hurried scrawl of Sunday night

last, and tho' not important, I thought I would send it along.
lOU

might deem it worth.

day

for your Port.

-~.

for whatever

as. a Vessel, will sail, tomorrow, & another next
will go by

~

of them & another Sheet, (written

some days since and covering a letter from Webb

&

some newspaper slips) will

go ~ the other Vessel # Oue of the Vessels is the Courier dispatched

by

Norton; and the other the Lion, in which goes as passenger a Mr. Collins from
Conn. who takes out goods. and will establish himself as a merchant.

He is

said to be worth some 30,000$ - a plain Yankee going to seek his fortune If I wa.s well
as it is.

&

could get 0ut'I might give him a letter to you

&

perhaps I may

You must Know I write this fr0m my sick room, where. I have been

confined. for three or

4 days, with inflamation of the Throat, chest & perhaps

~ == I am now ~on a most-1 vigorous diet, and under a course of medicine.

But I must keep quiet & still.
sha~l

for a few days to allay the excitement" &c -

be out in two or three aays I hope ... Mrs. Willson is going to Te:x.ae her---

self, with her Son, or perhaps her Fa.ther in Law. ·Mr. Willson's father ....
She had recent~ seen the letter from Patrick97 & some one else, about her
property, and then my letter on the back of it, induced them to attach

grea~

value to this property, probahly, & so they concluded to go down themselves
directly, or thro' Patrick, the latter w·ill be best Linformed that-1 they,
~ my

appli'cation waS at your instance; and .ma.y be little Sharp.

la.st rec.9:, letter of 20th ulto (P.S.

Your

21st, pr Columbia, is 1'ec.9:, but at the

office - I have noted its contents - and will reply to them~.
probably write you in a day or two via N. O.

I will

If well enough -·If"not,

97George "M. Pa,t1'ickWas a. phys~c~an
.. ~n
. Texas, and later commanded the
schooner, Flash, in 1836. (Webb~ Handbook, II, 345)~

62
Radcliff 98 will -

well I understand tho I I have not. seen h:L~ si!.1r.~e I have

been eonfined ..
Yours, with kind

J. Treat

New YorkJ May 8th
Wednesday Evening

Friend Morgan
My dear Sire

#

I ava.il of this vessel to sail. in two or three da~rs, t.o
acknowledge,

= both

of your last two favours, of march 19th and April

by Exo Mail

forme~
~ ~~ece4ved
~

22nd and the

23rd

any endorsement at Ne Orleans where they were mailedo
on some of their contents

0

_

My late

ulto~

both,

I will remark

wi~hout

briefly~

will inform you how

many of yours ha.d been received by me, and will also
delay _ _ _~..... on the way, the motives for which

I

you. the fact of their

cannot divine.

perhaps

you had reed. a good number of mine recently perhaps mere the,n
you cou.ld well find time to peruse.
friend Sicardo

regard to our
have had a

w,;;;;.....;;,.;;.;.,.;;;..

L sir:;.JYOll made

I thank you

lOO

He was

your very ,j ust remarks in
you say of himo

You must

time indeed on the arr'iv'S. 1 of the Charleston) and the Shew

in Steamers & vessels mLlst have been a gratifying sigh"3"

The

blowouts &co were matters of course; and t.he dinner speeel';,es, we have seeri in
print, which contained some good things
to omit writing by the Elizabeth
the Elizabeth

=

& some not quite so good..

I do not know - My rule has been to write

I do not know ,~ My rule has been to wri.te 'by every vessels

98August W" Radcliff was a business a
for a while as Texas consul i.n New York"

31.<=094,6:1 dated April
lOOSt'Jeph,en

How I carne

of James Treat! s ~ and served

1839, appears in Manford,

, a memb e1' of 'tihe New Was'hington AssGG~e:r;ion.
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I repeatedly requested KOB to write by Mr-SD F.
I supposed he had done.
promised to do so.
health..

10l

and he promised to do so, as

He was also urged to callan Mro F. &

of course.

I am very much indebted for your solicitade

about~

& my

I am now getting along, and when we get settled warm weather, hope I

shall be quite wello

You will have seen that all our anticipated trouble with

G. Britain has blown over - Texas cannot be benefitted by a rupture between the
two countries yet, nor can Collinso sell his ships
Galveston goes ahead?

$3000 pr lot?

0

to Govmt" for Sloops of Waro

This is truly astonishingo

Not a word

from Allen & McCullough in relation to the sale of lumber, altho', the Cargo
arrived a day or two Since from your port .. #
I suppose it will be a flemish
that the Correa
accounto

102

alc

It is quite time it was closedo

as you remark..

I notice by late advices,

has returned from up the Trinityo and give a favourable

I infer, from your late si.lence that you are on Your Sabine, Town

Site, and from which I tru.st we shall in due time, have some information"
will do all I can to induce Emigrants to go to the Trin:ity,o

I

So far as may

be in my power - I have not been able to l:'aise a dollar' on the bonds tho' I
have tried Every way Everybody"
Hamilton

103

I thought of ... I have finally writt.en General

but have no answer yet Trom himo

shall see what he says but do not

E~~.£~

me more pleasure than to do this, and
seems impracticable

just~..

to

aid~,

~

He is ex-pected here soon & I
any t,hing

=

Nothing would. g:'ve

as well as myself - It howeveY.'

I suppose you could not realize any sales, without

Sacrifice, and are the best judge, whether that sacrifice is too great, or
not, to meet your wants.

Con:fidence is increasing & so is Emigratj.on!t and Lands

101
After the death of Lorenzo de Zai.rala, Mrs .. de Zavala married a Mro
Foch, in New York, and they moved to Texas.
102
The Correo~ a small steamboat engaged in traffic on the Trinity & the
Brazos rivers. (Hogan, Texas Republic, 76 10
l03James Hamilton, agent for Texas to attempt to seeure loans in England
and France ..
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must be rapidly

, in value of course.

touching our

There is

since my last

& will so remain,

S' position - All remains in Statu

until he can close

S Maryland Contracto

104

I have sent him a full copy of

yours of 20th March, to which I am now replying" "" The million loan has fallen
through and much to the disadvantage of Texas and as
think. to her discredit,
10
a.lso-- The 5 million
come, 5 sometime or other, but I fear it will be tardy
as things now look on the other sidee
month, I presume & will Embark"

Hamilton

and tryo

& BUrn1ey106 will "be along this

I agree with yO'U 3 not to change the

name of our Town on the Trinity - What I said, wa.s

Sa So

107

Fr.iend Swill

see, by the copy I sent him, that you have "nailed your colony to the masta II
have hea.rd

further from the certif:i.cates to the Loan, but suppose they

a.re on the way,

your account of the r::harges

~~~:l?£~

You need not have
i.t~

troubled yourself with my respects to ,Gen Lamal\; I only mentioned
otherwise it is of no

it might come apropos.
prized L-sic

7,

0

I am sur·-

The Ambassador will ma.ke a splash in
~ und.e:r considera"ti.on) & my

I note all you say of Kos (in this

last are so full that it is unnecessary for me
lonely (and I

of consequence

SlJ.pposing

at what is said of him;l and do not wonder at his unpopula

if what is said be one half Trueo
paolo

I

to

~Ela:t:'ge

Q

If Kos was

he wa s) it wa s beca.use he wou.ld be.~2" a nd not owing to

any neg l ecT..' on t'he part

f
0',

h ~s, or
0

yO"L1.:r' :f

~ d s b"ere .. - Wh'
rJ.en
a.rton 108 and

lo4Samuel. Swartwout was trying to
some mining properti.es :i.n
to pay the
s in the customs house collections ..
105Hami lton had been authorized to secure a loan of' $,5 ~OOO,OOO in
106Albert. T. Burnley, appointed as commis sioner to accompany J'ames
Hamilton to
to attempt to secure a loanQ
107Samuel Swartwouto The New Washington Assoc'!:l.ation established -the
town of Swartwo'ut on the Trinity R:i ver"
Ho Wharton

0

109s Rhoads Fisher ~ ha.d 'beer.:. one of the signers of the declaration of
independence, and ser'Ved as seeret.ary of the navy under Sam Houston.. (Webb,
Handbookjl
) ..'
0

a;:'8 ue: mo:c-s

i:rorrl tte, rn&.n!ler cf' h:t8

d.ea,t.:t~o

.--.::~:--"-~~"'~

tho!

the

me..

=

I

is in

haVE; not yet seen h:l.1n, ,., He l;,a s &.

find h:lm

All. rrw

spok.en of"

r6silen':::e have

:~

to

0

'been

cnre:c

I will not give :tt:

~

':~:p:,

&

over yoa:r

nothing of mo:ce
about..? as

:'!

to give yotL"

Bu.t

,S·:::t;:w,s

stand" he:!:'e & W:l:r;h

when) I say,

on the Sc:o:r'e of

write" on

T
1.,

-Jome now to your }aSij of 6th

Ap:(,"~

at.t.ention you have paid t.o t:b,eir

me dom.e

1.

·~C'nter.d;s ~

~,n,l

tb,e

Y'Of;"

E,ltpress:. w:I.tb.

is

abroad is not needed"
&

& we shall se.;::: wha t we

of Bee l 1.1

heard

Under the e:;ircumstanceS;; 1.

·t'·hai;

a p:-:l5

an~

'would ha.ve gone t.o Texa s
this,; and. may

~.~.-'

1 sb.ould 't,e

80uld not find. out more cd:' the

Moore:.> coroJrl.odc:r'E:

Eo Bee
nct.
~lcsely

see:

tc gain re~ogn~tiono
to go to Mexico C
James Treat in f

of

':;,nd.0;:'·'

J,9,1.[',";'\:::;l

·w.no was sent to
" a.nd. h.e we, S
attJ, wC1r};'ed.
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in one month, than will

~

be obtained in 6 - I'll be shot dead •. If people

will be Stupid, let them :find out their mistake, a.s best they ca.n

I notice

your necessary absence & that you would not be able to meet me in No O. - as
things have gone & are going, I don't wonder at
some of it myself.

~

indifference and I feel

The operation, if it CQuld have been undertaken under proper

auspices, and in the right way, and succeeded, would have been a very beautiful
one, indeed. I tell you, sma,ll folks ca.nnot be heard, it seems unless they come
from certain States.

Great men will soon perhaps get tired themselves & abandon

the public service to attend to their

~

affairs.

Well Let all !.!!E:. - If' the

present policy, and management, can save the country, I for one will give the
present rulers credit for everything.

Time however, will tell, this & some

other stories.
Continua tion

Friday,

May

lOth Morn#

Dr. Col# I am brought to a stand still, as it were & must bring my letter to
a hurried close, as I am obliged to leave for Providence this Evening 5 P.M.
on a matter of Business which will admit of no delay - meantime, the Hermosa
is off, or will be tomorrow, and must close, as I best ca.n# I will just glance
at the bal of your letter of 6th Apr. and regret tha.t I cannot treat .. its con-

--

--

tents more leisurely. - But I will say what I have time to sayo

I do most

certainly think well of' Poinsett. 112 In the consulate affair he did but little
nothing if you please - But it was not in his power to grant it, & he does not
like to interfere in the department of others.
- The Power of attorney for the Govrot Stock is sufficient, I presume & I only
wish, I could get some money on the Bonds, but I have a letter from Hamilton
yesterday morn& Which says he can do nothing in the
Bonds,

&c

wa~

of a Loan &c on the

but will see me here in a week or two -- I know you want money for

1l2Joel Poinsett was former minister from Washington to Mexico. During
the period of Treat's negotiations he was secretary of war. Barnard Bee had
written to the Texas secretary of state tha,t Poinsett was in agreement that
Treat's plan was a good one. (Garrison, Diplomatic Oorrespondence, II, 457).
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Clopper

l13

&c and If I had any or could get any, you should haV'e it - I now

come to that part of your letter which rela.tes to Kos!l and

WOl}.. ld

tail (altho I have already, said so much in my late letters)

go into de-

If I had time

=

I will however refer to what I have already said which must be before you ere
this, and merely rema.rk that, he' never has been restric'bed a.s regards money,
Has had all he asked for, and when he asked. for it with one or two exceptions,
when I was sick, and Radcliff busy & no money hap:pened to be within his rea cho
-- But he never has been deprived, in any way, manner or Shape
you~

with Radcliff as I have already told
was

'"""-_--'=~Iob

in the wrong

0

The affair

was a trifling affair in which Kes

& gave vent to his feelings, instead of coming to

me as He should have done as a matter of cqurseD
Carolina (as you are ere this fully a.dvised) and of course

Kos is now in

it is unnecessary to say anything about the future unless he returns
- Should you think proper to direct his return, here

which I do not antic

He shall have my attention as heretofore, and every tbing you desire shall be
done for him, or all he wishes

& if

Bartlett who will attend to him
present

-=

&c

I go away I L~ill-l place him with
==

This is a

loan or need say a:t

He writes me that he wants money, and as he names no amto

I have

this day (Letter only ree£. yes'/:,erda.y) authorized him 'to draw on me for what he
may require

said that he :is well and engaged. in the stlJ. d.y of I,aw

He

==

with Mro Smith, until he hears from yon. -"" I hope you. ha:.ve got the N'aYl.

pape~'s

and all my late letters pr Oval, and another vessel sa.iled since (na.me no·t
before me)"

So Yates

114

hea,rd I was very ill

Well sllch rumollrs are very

I can ha.rdly thi.nk Ya tes manner is i~ille.EibleJ..

apt to get abroad"

the

l13Morga.n I s Point, the site of the 'bown of New Washington, had been purchased in 1828 by
Clopper, and. the site was then c8.,11ed Clopper I s Point.•
James Morgan established the ±"'irst se'btlemen't there, later building the town of
New Washington
The area, is today known a s Morgan t s Point (Webb ~ He ndbook" II,
0

)

0

0

114Andrew
.
. d Aus t·
J Yates was a lawyer and.. professoto He accompan~e
·:In,
Archer, and Wharton on the first commission to -bhe Uui ted. States to handle legal
details" He liv'ed for a time in Liberty, Texas, and
was pu.blisher of the
DailU
in GalvestonD (Webb, H~nd90ok, II, 942)0
0
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the Navy' for any sinister purposes.

I have copied to friend So So wha t you

say of the Movements of a ce:ct.a,in personage at Houston in regard t.o inqu.iries
&c -- It rea lly looks a s if' he had some instructions from his GovrntJ/=

LheJ cannot

having conferred with Ogden we think. that

But

touch a. farthing of

that property any how and pa.rticularly without pre'vious jUdgments.
I hope to hear fur-ther from y'Ou and know if any further proceedings be

had on the subject.

I am sorry you. did not tell me all you k.now for in That

ca se if we thought there wa s any danger;) we could aU.thorize some !;ction t.o
-prevent any Evil happening to S. S. interest

.~""

They will att.empt nothing,

unles s it be a s regards the la.rge Angelina prope:r·ty ._- the other inte:r'ests as
sma.ll, unknown and not. within their reaeho
I

see wha.t you say about the Zavala &c &c and am very' apt to think. as

you do ~- But certain things must. go, in a certain
-people#

L-.siG1J wit.h

cert.ain

I further note all you say about the Big bo~ys beeoming Citizens &c.

Padre Muldoon & Col! Bee &c &c = & all t.hat so you. will please consider this
as a reply, in some sort of the

c~ontents

of youX' l.ette:rs to me ........ I thO'!.'g ht

the la.st boat would certainly bring m.e something from y'ou
~Ihe

trudging along as usual.
them.

Genl

Powe:r will do "" fox'

When that wi.l1 be 1 know not .L~ana.

_l

~~

Old

Bond.s.~

~Jl1.dge

when I can u.se

We~{'e it not :foX' my neeessa:r'y' ty'1.p

to Providence ~ I would have add.ed something to this se:r'awl. L·~.'b'i.J.:t~7 I
0f

O
no th,~ng

W

b,8.. ve

t t ,0 say'. Wallo
It"
. "th e :,fOl;rs t
momen·
1 ... lams 11.5 expee t
S t
JO l.eave Ba'
}~Lmo:re :In

r

of the Texan fleet (Schooner Viper) in two aT.' th,l'ee da.ys .. _ ... Jones will go with
him, also Austin Bryan hi.s Secy'

-- Who they are I Know not.
is here.

,~~

11"lams says .Dun1.ap 1.16
W1"..

I have not seen him yet.

115 Samuel May

"

°

Wl.11~ams.

l16 B.lC.
" h aX' d G.. Dun 1a.-p.

and also I believe two Lad.ies :f:r'om We"sh:i.ngton
°
"
J.S
:lU

Was.'h":l.nB:,

Capt Moore

as he has a 1.et.tel' fox' me & has not ca1.1Q,

to deliver it yet -- Hamilton & Burnley agreed to meet i.n
Whether they are there or not I dont Know
England till lat.ter part of the montho ""'....

Phil~.,

this day ... -

I do not think they will go to!)
I shall Know more & will inform

you on my return from Providence on Monday morn£ -'''' Hope this will find you
well & getting along better than I am here -- Gen Henderson l17 is slowly 1'ecovering -= S .. S .. ha.d not closed, his bargain for the Ma.ryland property when
the Liverpool left there . . 20th April - I refer you to the papers which go
herewith for the General news. & a s they will not go until tomorx'ow Mr
Radcliff, will add anything tha.t may occur

_n"

0

I will write on my return via

N .. Orleans I think immedia,tely.

Very sincer'ely Yours,
J .. Treat

Monday afternoon
Yo June 3, l83.2Z

LN.
Dear Sir.
I had this plea,su,r-e by the Express mail
lettex' from our friend S. S ..

~just

today,~

covering you a

;ceceived by the Weste:r'n; and one also from

Mr", Ik.in, both which you will no do'ubt per'use with pleasu,:ee, & to t.hem you
have on

.s...;....,--:..-l>k_ _ _ _~____

from

~

fo:c what. t:rley

~.

'be worth"

'T

L- J'

..k.,,~
~

,0

_tor ."

ub..l.S

letter:J I ac~.:nowledged :r'eceipt. of your severa.l favours of 25th Ap:cil rec:~ 14th
May:

of 6th May recd 24th same; of lOth May at hand 27,t.h same moo and, of 11th

:May reed on the

3~th

same"

All which were ve:r'y' welcome and perllsed with great

sa.tisfaction - I will now remark. upon such of their se'V'e:ral contents as may seem
to requ.ire it at r:;resent..

1st. you.rs of 2.5th April#

me very often on a/c of ..;.;.....,.;....;...;.;..;:.._ &0.

You sa.y you have not w:r.1.tten

I will ma"ke all due allowances" and acquit

you of any Sale blame during the past month..

If you will let me hea:r' from you

about once a week, gene:ra"lly, I will let you off and try to get a long with, that:

l17James Pinckney Henderson, agent for Texas in England and F:Y.'anceo
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But you may write as much oftener as you please & your time will permit. Much
118
of this letter is taken up in writing about the Town of S.
on the Trinity &
I am happy indeed to have so fine & flattering a description of this young and
thriving town.

I think its rapid growth is a very strong indication of its

advantageous position -- Hence, I think It will continue to look up, until it
takes rank with

LoneJ of your

towns of older Growth. The navigable cha.racter

of' the Trinity, is so much more extensive than heretofore supposed, that It may
indeed, be said, that the recent trips had opened a New Era for Eastern Texas.-Its effect, will of course long be felt, on all the waters of the Bay.

& all you say about Trinity.

This,

Town of S &c &c &c is truly gratifying & I wish

a 11 success -- You will see what friend Sam says about the Stool of Repentance#
Atonement for Past Sins &c = Well let him give a church &e.

#

With regard to the $10.000 in Certificates, I was aware you had them, and have
been expecting to receive them for a long time.

I wish they were here. & I

could deliver them to parties & settle your ale = & have done with it.
to see that they come up. as soon as possible.

Please.

If you rec£. all my letters &

parcels, I am very glad, but I fear some one of my letters missed you, cannot
~

tell which, or of what date:

be remembered to you &c &c.

I ~~ remember#

Tod is here, and desires to

As I have before told you the letter sent. by Judge

W was paid -- Give the devil (even) his due you Know.

I see you have made no

sa le of any lands & if I could get some money on the bonds , it wou.ld not be
necessary, just now to do so:

We will see

~

how the thing goes

sorry to hear wha t I have & what you say of L.-MonroeJ Edwards .119

D

--

I was

I had heard

of the story from N. O. before, you communicated it to me, and regret it;/l
so it is.

as a man makes his bed, So of course he must lie:

Harcase.

But

Well our

Law Suit against him, is terminated & in our favour - they, the bondsmen here &
118
Swartwout on the Trinity River, established by the New Washington
Association.
119Monroe Edwards came to Texas in 1827, wa.s a swindler and a slave trader.
He fled Texas after being convicted of swindling in 1838. Morgan had a suit against

,.,r:l .... Tn'VIr:l~

IT.Tr."\.-1-..

u~~..:J1-..~~,~

T

cl.l'7\
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Edwards attorney hung onto the case as long as they could, and seemed determined
to collect every inch of Grou.nd to the last moment.

They However succumbed last

Saturday; and found it was necessary to stop further costs, as the money would
not be su.fficient, to pay our claims, and their attorneys fees -- I cannot now
state particulars but will before I close -- Dana is now out of town
in tomorrow when the matter will be settle.d in full#

&

will be

I have not learned yet who

the Gentlemen is, who, had the offer of Consul of this port -- tho I I suppose I
might if I had chosen to inquire -- Yates is here, cares but little about it,
now he is going to Europe So Soon.

Is it not strange that Col. Bee if he de-

sired letters to Mex£ from me, did, not ask for them in time?
to do it for him?

This, appears to me to be somewhat qu.eer:

or get some one
Like some other

things, with you.
Continuation#.
I do not thing ~sic~ you will have an Extra Session, unless something
turns up, to require it, more than can now be anticipated -- There are some
reasons why it will not do to have an extra session.

If it ca.n be avoided &c.

I should think that one session was enough in the Mountains and as you say, it
cannot rest there long What folly to be lugging abou·t the Seat of Govmt until.
you are ready to fix it permanently, why not let it stand as it was
Lamar so anxious for the Removal?

-= Why i.s

to destroy the influence of the Clique?

I

expected so myself -- I rec.9.:, your letter remarking upon Padre Muldoon &c, but
some time after, the news reached us thro' other cha.nnels;

I gave you I think.

a full list of all the letters I received by that you might Know if' any were
missing

&

I should like to Know myself'

I am awa.re that they are dela.yed

often mislaid, but I was in hopes they all finally came.
has not rea.ched N. York - Now - In

Phil~.

I believe

~

&

Gen Dunlop ~sic.~·

I have heard nothing of

or from him, directly, - If he comes he may deliver his letter - and may not.

As he feels at the time.
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I have not yet directed Lapeyre to retain my letters,

because I have not absolutely determined to go to N. O. but I still Think I shall
go & soon -- Whether I go beyond N. 0

&

or not I cannot tell.E:9! -- I will advise

you the moment I am fixed so that if you can run up & see me &c &c

You can

D

ma.ke business enough to induce the trip & it will not take much time ...,- So look
out for my letter of advice &c

&0

= Never

mind the Compensation you refer to -

Who cares any thing about it -- If any thing was accomplished, they would be

ready enough I suppose to compensate.

I

can fix tha.t matter If I underta,ke.

have said before enough about the Loan on the bonds &c.
will see what can be done & advise you

I

When Gen H.

120

I

comes

I

should like very much to send you.

enough to fix off old Clopper and make you Easy -- This I will do If I ca.n..

N. Orleans million Loan was indeed a sad & queer affairs"

The

I could profit by Geno

Hamilton, advice & he could profit more by mine -- If he would talk straight &
come out ... - I will See by & by How it will be.
I, never said tha.t Kos, wa.s extravagant . . - I only said he had rec£. all

the money he ask£ for .. & when he asked for it, with now & then an exception,
which did not make a rule -- I paid his Dft., since he has been in N£
$150, at same time you :requested me to send him fo:rwa:rd that amt.

#

for

C~

I

have hea,rd

of' Hunt's121 resignation & the causes - & I understand he intends to visit here
during the sunnner.. & sett.le off & pay' up
awes me nothing..

How glad some folk.s will be?

I hope Cooke wil.l ma.ke a better Secy of Navy, than his

He
pre~

decessors have done. -- You. got the Navy pa.pers I see but no letter accompanying therrJ/= The letter you must have recdo from some othe:r. sou:r.ce afterwards
if' not, then It is miscarried#
I

Yates spoke of sending you letters but

=

££ parcels

hope you got all, safely -- The power of attorney would do no doubt for the
120

James Rami 1ton.

12~emuce.n Hunt, who served as sec:r'etary of the navy u.nder LamaX'd
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for the Stock

& if not, the last one you forwarded will be ample. -- If I can

get the chance to use it I shall be very glad
& proceedings of Hamilton, White & Compeers.

to Texas if that was their object#

I have been all about the doings
They have given considera.ble Eclat

They will however be citizens

whenever their interests can be promoted thereby
Phil~ (see my letter by Express mail via N.

o.

0

& reside

there,

I sa.w H122 so little 1n

of toda.y) that he did not name

you, nor did I. So the ba.ttle ground could not be had) - It may have been for
Gen H. as you intimate#

You must have had a fine time in the Steamer'" Such
I should like to have hea.rd some of them & tak.en ~

glorious speeches - &c

lessons in Patriotisrn# We must all li.ve

& learn &c -- I can well conceive that

the steamer makes a noise: It is I suppose thought to be as superfluous as the
5th wheel of a coach -- Well the people will take by & by, thro I their repretatives -

& then we shall see, what we shall see -- I had no intent 'when ever

L.sicJ o:r any how L-sicJ - I said what I did ... beca.use I thought they were going
on different Grounds

0

I thought the policy a good one, & that they were going

all this from Patriotic motives &c &c &co

tho I . -they were a 1 togethe r - "" vo lunta,ri ly

explanations were all satisfa.ctory
given & unsolicited by me

-~

I am most happy that Dro Bs 123

Wha.t I should like to Know is, whether what I

have said myself meets your approbation

I am glad you can get something

from the sale of my Lumber &c & hope it may be cleared up & settled soon fo:r
I wish to close it enti.rely.
Williams.

I note what you say about $1.84:80/100 due

It sha 11 be pa,id tomorrow

0

a s I have before said to you to day,

in my letter via No

o.

Series of Letters..

Yours of 6th Insto I will dispose of more brief1.y a.s the

by Express Mail

So much for the first of your late

topics are or probably may be the same, in sUbstance.. .

As regards Koscuisko

122
James Hamilton.
l23.nr .. John Bartlett was a member of the New Washington Associa,t:i.ono
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I need hereby say a.ny thing more -- I note what you say

&

have given him his

$150 and if he asks for more I will try to give it to him as I have told him.
I note what you say of

Mr~

& Mrs. F the former is as you say:

I should be

sorry to miss Lorenzo 124 and if he advises me tha.t he is in N. Orleans & wa.its
for an answer, it will all be well# As regards Mexico & peace
have much to say, but cannot begin just now

&

all that, I

Sha.ll see by & bye - If I can

tell you the story, but more proba.bly when I see you -- It would be long to
write.

It is easy to tender a resignation but will it be a.ccepted?

You will

hardly from what you intimate, take any other situations, under the Executive?
I should think not.

I hav:e hea.rd of some of Hunts management in the

~,

and

rea.lly wish to hear no more about him, for I do not think, he done, L,sicJ
or could do, anything right any how.

I dont Know who Com. R. of this yard

means when he says he thinks W will not do.

I don I t take L-sicJ you have

officers enough until you have something more to do -- When that will be, may
depend on Col Bee's success#

Officers cost too much money to keep them idle

~.

He is to be here in a day or two or three & I will

Know~

I dare say

that good speculations will be made by those who are in the Secret, and Stand.
in the right posi tiono

You will judge how Sam is from the letter I sent you.
I do not think, the Govrnt, are as, well di.s~'

from him yesterday by Ex mail#

posed towards him as before, tho' I Know not why -- Price is not commiserated

PH

like S. So

Nobody cares about

Communi ty#

Sam however will get along..

Havre 24th Ulto.

Mrs .. s125 and da.ughter Embark:£, :fo;r

but without any knowl.edge on the part of Gen. S.

l24Lorenzo de Zavala, Jr.
125

S has the good wishes of almost all. the

Mrs. Samuel Swartwout.

,They will
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surprise him.

You shall Know all about Edwards Suit, in my P.S.# It is not

very improbable that he will get away from jail.

Jim Prentiss 126 I have but

li ttle communion with and Willis Ha 11, is E:£! the Attorney Gen of the State.
and o:f course a very great man - I see but little of him!!2!..
Henderson about this Edwards affair & c and also Sam S

I have apprised

Judge WI' came to

apprize me of Edwards arrest, and put me on my Gua.rd about writing to him &c
a pretty good joke.

man

~

indeed.

the

and would not be seen in the streets with him even in Parisi A pretty

fair story don!t you think so?
Phil.§..

Judge W moreoever told me he never

I told Gen Hamilton of it.

He had not then heard of it.

A week since in

This was another queer matter.

I learn

from Capt Moore that there is no difficulty about officers = She has had
numberous applications# As Regards Porter I have some doubts whether he will
go or not.
a good rank.

But P can see what you say about it, hereafter# He P. would want
I think he would fill any station well & I note your confidential

remarks about the Secy of the Navy

His Successor &c.

Nous verrons deprieso

You will not want more than one or two of your vessels in commission unless it
is to produce a :favourable effect on the Mexican GOV,ffit & people and their
fluence, the present negotiation, &c &c &c. As you say, the Expense is Very
Hea\~

& cannot be long borne.
The only good to come out of your Navy is to frighten Mex£ into a peace,

or fight them into peace

I think the frightening would be enough

fighting i:f the matter was well managed as I have before said.
from Lapeyre tha.t the Sha,res in the Columbia ca.nnot be sold
it would bring something# I take due note of all you say.

with~out~

I learn also

I should t,hiJ:1..k

under head of

126James Prentiss was a pa.rtner of Samuel Swartwout I s and others in th e
Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company. (Webb, Handbook, I, 663).

7,
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as you say & I send you the balance by this Vessel, which I trust will safely
arrive &co

I observe that you are alone, and without any help"

can give me a Sheet or So, ~ & then:
Know, glad to hear from you"

Say -- once a weeki

Still you

I am always you

You Shall have newspapers regularly, tho' not

perhaps so numerously as heretofore -- I am curtailing in this and economizing, in all -- These Expenditures
letters to Swartwout
so, I think,

to~.

= it is time" You must send

~

your

I will forwdo them promptly -- You will find he

~

I will tell Sam & Price what you Say about & of them.

I will get Some money on the Bonds for you & old Clopper :i.f I can possibly
do so; and let you Know promptly the result"

The deposits of Edwards with

the Bondsmen was 1300$ and They will hardly get Clear even with that -- It
takes it all to pay us & his own

& more too, I think likely
You
128
129
may find Williams. a candidate for the Island
and Dr. Jones
to represent Brazoria -- I say you ma,y

-~

Ex~s.

I dont Know, of' course"

Old B. told me he

wanted nothing & asked for nothing -- But who believes him?

I dare sa.y if

H. dont L.sicJ get the Loan ~- he will be unpopular ... - If he does Vi.ce Versa
~-

I think

~-

Your letters told me abou.t Bee &c but not quite as fully on

Some points as I could wish "".- However it is too late now for what would then
L-haveJ been in good time"
in the Columbia?
for?

Nous Verrons"

I should think it time?

When will they make any dividends
It should be now i.f' she is pa_id

I am sorry that Ufford will not keep cool -- I note the address of

Haseltine & Co. for any thing I may ha.ve to send &c D Let me have the
papers"

.f!~

I say - want them & your a/ c' Very much ._- So that I can deliver

collect.

&

saligny130 arrived last ni~ .- ... Shall Soon Know what he will have

128Candidate for representative from Galveston Island"
129nr. Anson Jones.
130Alphonso de Saligny, one of' t.he secretari.es of the French legation in
Washington, who wa.s sent to Texas by France to look the Texas situi3.tion over and
reportD (Schmitz, Texan Statec:r'aft, 72).
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to say to his Govrnt -- presume it will all be right#
Continuation#

Smith (M. S.) I learn lik.es Texas very much, and is coming

up here, to return in the fall.

I do not wonder that the President 13l

presses your continuance in office & that you will Stand with him &c
has many more desertions, on the part of his former friends..
bare of any support, after a while#

If he

He may be left

I hope not for, the good of the Country#

Slacum went down to secure the Secy of Legation - Ship to Mex£ with Bee:
I learn, but he was too late

so

Yates is here,# dont talk much, except about his

own affairs -- & I can hardly ma.ke up my mind from anything.

I have seen here ..

how he feels towards you -- I thought you had buried the hatchet but you say
you Know him to be your enemy.
Lumber business settled.

How is this?

I am glad if you can get the

It will make Stone laugh to talk to him about the

L-EdwardsJ Suit indeed? &c

0

oh what a Eucker it would place him in _... I

suppose we may see Gen Houston here during the Summer If (as one of his frl.ends
said) he can get money Enough to come up

&c..

-- It is not a 1ittle Singular

that Gen Hamilton Should ha.ve opposed you, as a CO.tnnl!, of Loan without Knowing
it?

This is a post I thought always you ought to have had offer,Sh to you

But you would have cursed it long Since - I Presume

=

-~

The present parties have

no doubt ,~~ Judge Bo 132 I should think never would agree with your President.
You will see by Ik.ins letter that he sends out his Expedition, next Aug or
September.

I Think Holford found out that Two great men Holford & Hamilton

could not agree -- neither would play 2d fiddle to the other -- The new channel
at the Island was no

I thank you for your reiterated Solicitude fol" my

health, which is now mending graduatally

131

President Lama.r .

l3~avid G. Burnet.

Not so fast as I could wish _.- Pennoyer
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comes up to take the Neptune Bought by Gena Ho to run between Na Y & Charleston
this summer & go to Texas in Octr. -- Hope you will sell the Land you are in
treaty for

I~

be important.

the terms & price Suits you -- Your internal Trade with Mex£ will
So much for yours of lOth May

I must now

brie~ly

notice your last short

~avour

of 11th ulto,

rec~

on

the 30th and covering a more formal Power of Attorney than the one before Sent

me#:

I will use this power if I can you ma.y rest assuredo

successo over on the Sabine#
as regards

0

Hope you will make another

the hit in your town &c &c#

or whole hog against Lamar?

will be great efforts Pro &

Con~

of it,

will be a moderate oppo-

I am in doubt -- I dare say, there

in various districts &

an Lamars majority, ma.y be doubtful as well as his
come round right &c &c

--..,.;=~~==:;;;..

I see in this letter you cede the

question o~ S.MQW.~ 133 candidacy ~or Congress
sition man?

I wish you much

o~

But; I hope all will.

I am glad the Admiral met with so good

- It looks well & will produce a good Effect.

Country -

&

wa:r>ID a reception

I notice the death of S'Go John

& very much regret it -June 4th# Par of this Scrawl

0

was written this morning tho I, l.t was commenced

yesterday - I have ran ~sic~ thro' your four long

, and made such a

hasty & common place remarks as have occurrd to me ... I am sorry to think., however that my remark.s will hardly compensate you ~o:r the trouble of Ee:r. ,lsa.l,
1

#

Idea 1, as you will sa.y, too much in non .... essentials - Howeve:r I cannot help
go

tha.t - . . I dont Know when the Elizabeth Nortons ves
- tho' I doubt it..
well -

-

I~

such matter that I may find= my Express

Sti~f

&

She sa.:i.d tomorrow

I shall think it is ve.,:y

she gets away in three

Well I - ha.ve two more pages of

0

thick

;;;..;..;.;;..;;;;..;;~...;....;;;....;;;....,;..~

to fill up - with

of yesterday will anticipate

some points no doubt -- My family are pretty well - Tho' have not enjoyed very
_--.;.._ health during the spring - They all Thank you. & the Ladies ~or your .LkLnd
and-1 continued remembrances of them & wish to rec

a 11 your Ki ndnes s &

80
oivili ties - In a 11 I join.

a.s regards the Ladies &c&o&c&c

JT

0

June 6th Thursday# Well this Elizabeth is forever getting away" and I fear
will not sail before Sunday.

Well we have got L.sicJ the suit versus Edwards

Settled at last# & got the a/c~ today & expect the money tomorroW# Total amto
paid on settlement of the Judgement Exclusive of the Taxable Costs
Deduct counsel fee &co

$1067059

$100.00

L:rllegible~ amt paid Judge Burnets
~llegible~ amt for the Commission

150,,00

Net amt. to Cr of N.W.A. on my books#

917059

Pretty fair result after so long & hard a struggle. and so much resistance
also - But their money would not hold out ..

&

hence to save their own fees. they

paid up, and sa.ved their own bacon# Thus ends this..

I am tired waiting for

Gn Hamilton 134 -- He has been coming daily for 10 days -- & I dont LknowJ
when I shall see him# Hence the loa.n lays dormant . . I took a check to Wi.1liams
to pay your $184.80/100 but found some interest due, & the clerk did not Know
how much - They will send me the bill in the morn.a. & I will pay it & note the "
amt at footo

We have heard that Col Bee 135was not allowed to land, e:x:ee:p't as a

private citizen; and then, only after some delay . . This however was the aet of
.
. 136
the local authorities, say Gen Vl.ctor:l.a
It was I p:reSI.:une not the Act. of' the
Govmt. or St .. Anna, tho', that may be the result ...,- We sha.ll soon see, what is
what on that score

0

Capt Moore, wi,ll get plenty of' officers Pett.y officers

&

men - There is no mistake I think on this point, from what he tells me - Tho'

l34James Hamilton.
l35Barnard Bee.
l36General Guadalupe Victor:ia" the officer in cha.:rge of the port of' Ve:r.a
Cruz, treated Colonel Bee with all courtesy, and suggested that instead of asking
for recognition, that Texas rejoin -the Mexican na,t:tono (Schmitz" ~an Sta-tecraft,
94) •
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we keep ~ of course..

The Neptune steamer has been bot ~sic~ by Hamilton

to run on the No York & Charleston Route until Octr & then proceed to Texas to Run between Galveston & No 00 - I have said.

I could not find out Cooke

but will if I have to send a special messenger - I think I will go myself sometime when I go to Connt. on a visito
The bal of the Lithographs of Swartwout go by this conveyance, and also a file
of papers to you which, I trust you will find somewhat diverting tho I there i.s
really nothing very interesting - I will leave this li,!:,tle Niche to close up
either tomorrow or next day - Thus you have 2 pages again, a thing I have promised
never to do..

But four of your long letters brot L-sicJ me

Compts to all the family.

UPe

Goodnight ""

Yours &c
James Treat

June 8th#

Saturday

#

This Vessel is off in the mornE. and I must close up my third sheet of
scrawls - which you will please excuse for it has been written Piecemeal &c
Well I have nothing to add of a general character, that I can think. of
~

~

I have

taken a step to insure me some information about the Mro Cook of Colchester

which I have been trying to find out about for so long a time & have not been
able#: You see we ha,ve done wi.th Mro Edwards suit

.§.S

above#:

Two Vessels from

Galveston & Velasto arrived here yesterday Augusta from Galveston & Wma Bryant
fx'om Velascoo

Sayre l37 and Morgan La Srei th138 & ladj.es & a host of others came

in her - I have not seen Smith yet.:> will do & get his views of Texas -, & you

l37Charles D. Sayre was active :in politics leading to the declaration of
independenc e in Ma reh, 1836, wa s a member of the committee of safety a nd correspondence.. He owned a plantation near Colwnbus and a milling 'business in
Gonzales.. (Webb, Handbook, II, 576) ..
l38Morgan Smith was a native of New York who migrated to Texas in 18380
He became a merchant in Columbia and developed a large trade in cotton and
slaves
He also developed a large sugar plantation in Brazoria County'o (Webb,
Handbook, II, 625).
ell
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shall have them.

Is there any Expense on the Commission obtained at NOrleans.

If so will you settle it?

I have heard nothing about it.# I send you full

files of papers and the ba.lance of your Swartwout maps after retaining a few
here for distribution here of both kinds#

I

send them all address£ to you

care of Messrs A. S. Haseltine & Co your new Agents or friends#

Your

ale

to

Williams & Co has not been paid, tho' I have sent three times for it - It shall
be done today & no mistake#:

All the family & Mr .. R139 wish to be remembered

to you - I may give you another lin~

Truly as ever J. Treat

31-0949
pr Ex Mail

New York June 3d 1839 Monday

#

My friend Morgan:
I have before me your valued favours of 25th
14th May == also, of May 6th recS!. 24th same month
same month.

:=

attorney &c:

:=

&

May 10th

#

Ap!.. rec£ ..

received 27th

and la.stly, of 11th May recS!. 30th May covering, a power of
all which

very welcome, and, perused with great satisfaction

~

& pleasure. As I purpose sending this by Express mail today I shall not attempt
to reply even briefly, to your above four favours but will dispose of them by
Morton's Vessel to sail in a few days - My main

object~ ~

is to enclose you a

letter I reed. from S. S. for you, which came by the Weste:rn ar:r':i.ved day befo:r.e
yesterda.y. - I was requested to read & forward the same,..J:!.bihout delay,·... so
here you have it, and I have No doubt you will be gratified by the peru.sal of
the same..

I thought also. that I should have something to say to you, (con·-

sidering I had been silent for some time) tha.t might justifyo an E:x:press mail. ..
double letter at the Expense of N. Wa.shg

== Now then you have Sam's lettero to

friend Ikin which I thought I would open & copy in this lette:r: & send his down
by Nortons Vessel.

So that you would have something in case of Loss of original

l39August W. Radcliff

0

- Then I thought again I had no business to open your letter, & you might
not like it - So I concluded to send it within - So here you have it, & also
I cannot tell you what it contains - I put it down as worth 1/3 the postage
I am incuring L,sicJ to the C.2, Say 75 Cts

0

Now" the next question is whether

I can make my Sheet worth it because postage ~is so expensive to-1 use the
Express Mail..

and trust that you will get them all

Sa~ely

& promptly and

~ind

them worth in all $2.25#.
I have not written you, very la.tely, for I had nothing to say of any
interest, and ha.ve been very busy and jaunting about on business of necessity
(not pleasure)

Say to Boston. & up the North River, and

&c: all which has taken up much of my time.

Phil~o

to see Hamilton

So much to apologize for my Silence.

Now ~nothing can be realized-1 on our bonds I have already informed you, that
I had tried Every way & mode

0

I could think of and had done nothing - First

I had written to Gen . H at L.illegibleJ &c - Now. Hamilton answered my lette;c
promptly & said he could do nothing there but would see when he came on to
NYork &c..

He and Burnley met in

Phil~

about loth or 12th ulto, and as we all

here believed, were coming on to N.. York in a day or two .. - Genl Hamilton wrote
me on some other matters, on the 23rd & as I found they would be detained in
Phil~

yet for some days and I wa.nted much to Know if Hamilton could. do any-

thing for me & thinking he could. if at all, better serve me in Phila than
here; I determined to go on..

and went 25th Saty .. and pas

Sunday - and part

of Monday - Gen H said he was coming on here on friday last without fail and
would, if his power to serve me - I Knew I would be in his power if he was
Sincere in his promise But I have waited with great interest for him to come
& have expected him every morns. & evening have of course L.illegibleJ until

Wednesday - So my patience is put again to the test.

I can hardly say that I

have much confidence in H L-and his ability~ in providing much money ~or the
bonds a

But.

I am Sure he L.illegible~
it upon him --all that I dare do:
,

as
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he is a Slight Acquantanceo

I will advise you as soon as r know & instanter
In that case, r can of course,

if I get the money - or make the arrangement..

help you, and place the money you may want to pay Clopper - in No Orleans when
it Seems it is over.

So much for the Bonds..

Now for the Law Suit, which is

finally decided & the money paid into Court, ~illegible~ being out of town

*

cannot tell you the amt &c"

But tomorrow r sha,ll receive the money & will

in my next tell you all about ito
quest to send Kos $150.

In the first place, the day r rec£ your re-

I had paid his Dft on me for this exact amt. - He

wrote me for money - but did not name any amt.

I

requested him to draw, and

he done LSicJ so for $150 - He had before been told & since, that whenever
he wants money he can have it. as you have so advised me & requested me to give
him - wha.t he wants ..
as they come to hand"

This therefore is, then all r:ight .- I send him his papers
140
This occasionally as well as M. Smith

I have already

informed you that I had paid St .. & H their bill, and r wou.ld have paid Williams
40
the 1840100 .. today but ~or the bad weather & being alone in the office - It

-----= - of course & this will

shall be done - tomorrow which will be the same
be placed to your a/c - of N. Wa shn

0

I hardly know which - as I dont know whe

whether the Bill be a pri va,te one or not
LillegibleJ

When I get the bill from Williams

- By the Next Vessel for Galveston you shall ha,ve the bal of the

Plan of Swartwout file of papers & lett.er s or a letter in :reply to your four,
which I have only here acknowledge - Mr. Tad is at my office and desires his
comptso to you - I saw Moore L~nd
be here tomorrowo
&c

rJ

like him. very much ~ Now in Boston to

He is getting on quite well I !hink with offi.cers & men"

#0 Dunlop141 I believe is in Philao signing Bonds with Hamilton & Burnley

140
Mr. Smith was Colonel Morgan's cousin in North Carolina, with whom
Kos Morga.n had gone to live upon his departure from New York"
l4lHichard Dunlap, special envoy to Washington to seek mediation with
the United Stateso
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I write Gen H. today) and hope to see him (day after) tomorrow night - If he
dont L-sicJ miss fire a.gain - thi s time

There is ma.tter enough in your

letter's but I have not time to look them over today have mentioned all the
points of importance tha,t I thought of.
at my Room the other da.y.
cordia.l..

Yates is here & met Mr .. duchincloss

I wa,s not in, but R told me that he was not very

Boy here, as usu8,1 - Yates going to Europe in July so he says -

gen He was going via the g .. Western 13 inst .. but it is now said he wont get
ready in time - and will go later, in the month. - The fact
know themselves yet

= They

they dont

are trying I think to get some funds in Phila as

a temporary matter - until they get their Loan in Euroj2e, and they may succeed
in getting some small amt of funds for their own purposes - but not enough to
aid the Govmt..

This I conj ecture - it is only for

]f2}}# Mum. 142

Truly &c J. Treat
But I will further inform you of this, and other matters when I see you..

&

before by letters when I am little wiser myself. than I am now Send your
letters thro' Lapeyre to whom I will advise to

ke~

them there the moment I

have decided to move - He will of course continue to forward them to me until
I advise him to return them - Hope this will find you quite well..

Compts ..

to Mrs .. M Miss 0143 and all Truly & S:i,ncerely JTr
P.S..

Mr. Saligny144 arrived .. last night - I have not seen him yet but I shall

142Hamilton did reach an arrangement with the Ba,nk of the United States
in Philadelphia to receive an advance of $400,000 in exchange for 94,500 pounds
sterling in bonds bearing ten per cent interest. (Schmitz, Texan Statecraft,
84)
0

l430phelia was James Morgan's only daughter ..
l44Count Alphonse de Saligny who was sent by France to Texas to report
on matters there, and was on his way to France to make his reporto
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- & I hope hear a good account of your country from himo - I shall soon

o.

write Lorenzo at N.

where I suppose he is - I hope he will not leave N.

o.

without writing me & waiting an answer - for the might miss me & that I should
much regret - If I move as I ha.ve before intimated to you, I will advise you by
Ex Mail, so that I can see you in N. o. which I hope you will be enabled to do
- for I should be sorry to miss either you or Lorenzo - in my hasty tour &c &c

31-0950
New York June 8th 1839
Confidential

Saturday 12

0

cil#

Friend Morga,n
dear sir
You will have received, I hope, ere this, my communica.tion
pr Schooner Hermosa:

and I think

~

letter by New Orleans which make my two

last letters. - I have now closed, my general letter of three sheets of common
place remarks in answer to your four last letters therein named -- as pr Endorsement on envellop L-sic~ herewith.

I now thought, I would give you, a separate

---

---

letter, under head of conf'identia.l, that in

~

of your absence it might not

be opened - Therefore, I shall endorse it as private.#
We have accounts pr Cuba this morning, but nothing from you, or anyone
else - Hope to get something tomorrow - We have advices of Col Bee's arrival
had some dif'ficulty in setting on shore, but finally succeeded in landing Vera
Cruz, a.s a private individual, until the pleasure of Govmt. shall be Known This will soon be, and here I might spin you a long yarn, but cannot well do it
at the moment for it would occupy too much time & space,
spare now.

~

than I have to

Suff'ice it to say I have fresh & important news from Mex2. which

fully justifies

~

in all the previous, information and calculations & conjectures

which I have L-communicated to youJ on this toltic.
Eublic & of such high rank &c

But for Col Bee's mission,

would be in a successful course of

arrangement.

This I know Tho I I cannot

it be proper to do so,

~pending

~

give, you any particulars, nor would

the result of Col Beets mission and pending
I

some steps, which I have had on foot long since in rela.tion to all this matter Again, I could tell you, about my negotiations with Gen Hamilton & Mr. Burnley
and Kos - I had arranged ma.tters with them (as I thought) and how they are
likely to fa.ll through - but for the same reasons as above, I cannot now go
into, details, even, if I WOUld.#145
What I have alrea.dy sa.id, or may add to this letter, must be in entire &
absolute confidence, for the present a.nd until you hear further from me, which
will be soon by Ex mail vi.a No Orleans .. probablyo

you will receive my next

before this reaches you, should you be at home -- If Gen. H. ha,d been prompt
and decisive, I should ha.ve been on my way to N .. Orleans now, or ready to go.
But Burnley is not here - Gen. H.. arrived in Thursday night 12

0

clk - I wa.s at

his hotel with Tod when he a.rrived, and only saw him a moment - call.£. again
yesterday morns. found

him~. oQut

- sent him a note" a.nd have not seen him, or

heard from him since - I ha.ve wa.i ted on him enough, and '\.\fritten him letters
enough, a.nd now if he wishes to see me, he must look for me.

- In other words

I do not choose to lessen the value of my information, nor cheapen my services
by running after him any longer, after all I have done - He may be waiting for
Burnley who is expected from Virginia on Monday next - We shall see what is
the upshot of this -

I will let you Know - meantimq:, keel" all this to your146
self - all I can say is if your brave General L
had adopted the course I
&

pointed out to him, I would have had ere this - something to go upon & Know
Exactly, what was what - as it is Col Bee, must creep along slowly, percha.nce

.......
l45Treat wa.s corresponding with John Vi talba in Mexico, and he probably re... ,f_~·S'" here to a message he ha,d received from Santa Anna,' s secret agent. He ha.d
a,lso met Hamilton in Philadelphia and given him some of his plans for a mission
to Mexico.
l46president Lamar of Texa.s.
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he is allowed to communicate with the Mexican GOv.mtD and, drag along uphill as
it

~,

instead of going at

~,

to headquarters -- You will comprehend me

sufficiently - I cannot sa.y more for the present within, the compass of my sheet,
nor is it good policy to do so

-- I would say more, but I am confident my next,

a few days hence, will reach you before this does - & you will in tha.t, ha.ve the
upshot, perhaps & Know more of

~

action & movements - I only wish I had been

with you some two months ago - I would have fixed matters, nicely#
Gen H & Burnley were to have gone pr the Western to sail 13th inst.
the former had his passage Ldela,yedJ Now, I do not think, think L,sicJ they
will get away before the Packet of the 25th inst. perhaps Burnley will go on
the 16th or 19th in advance# We shall see & I will in my next tell you. Nothing
from Koscuisko lately - I had a letter from Smith advising of the Dft for 150$
which was paid by me on the 29th May - I answered the letter, and ha,ve sent him
his papers regularly - one goes today#
and I should think was contented.

He was very well when Smith wrote last,

- You are mistaken about his not Knowing

when he left here That he wa.s not to return ... He fully contemplated this and
has acknowledged it - This however is of no consequence.
handled - by the decease of our friend Sicard:

I have been badly

His Esta.te is insolvent, and

am heavily in for it - This is bad for me and those lowe but cannot be helped
- I mention this in confidence to you - It i.s, of
say anything about ito

~

.££~,

not worth while to

- I should have mentioned it before but we have just

heard the worst from Mexico, and now have little or

hopes of getting anything

- You shall Know all soon - let his suffi.ce - I shall write Sam fully, by the
Western 13th inst. also Henderson & Ikin - Hope to ha.ve your la,tet letters
before then - My health is

~

better & I am getting along pretty fairly - I

have written Lorenzo lately at No Orleans & also the family, by this Vessel also to Brigham Ufford 147 ~illegible~ of Matagorda#

So here you have my

147A• P. Ufford was United Sta,tes consul in Galveston.
whom Trea,t refers here.

This may be to

private sheet,

y()t:t must keep to yourself entirely ,.. till you hear from

me again - of the Loan

or through, Gen Ho it is pending of course as it

to which I have adverted - if one goes the

is merged in
other will, I

If' the general arrangement falls thro I

....

The Loan

will fail also - ,gndo'ib~,ed.~.l, ,.. You.rs Ever & faithfully ... ItThe Same#:

$

I ha.ve just pa:id Wi1.liams & Co arut bill

P.S.

$184.80

3.96

Intere st :from Oct 1.8'th 1838 to Ju.ne 8th/ 1839
Amt. paid t.o Debit. of N"W.#

#

$188076

The above is, I bel:ie'\te the la.st of:' ;your bills or those of the New Washington

here

~

at least so far as ___-:

3 P.M"

I must close

~

I expected to have seen Gen H aud in tha,t case might

have had,

"" But -the Neptune 1.s in f';r'om Charleston, with

Pennoyer on board. and brings all the Generals family &

Ladies - and of

course ... this is no t.ime f'or small chat ". . I shall see him tomorrow, or Monday,
and write you as

~saidJ::efo.!~,

via

,~o

Orleans & if

and I m.ake up

The Vessel closes

accounts, it occurs to me to say"

~

:i.mporta.n't~.

by E:x: Mail ....

tho I, 10 se my dinner - a s for

you must Extend your indulgence towards me

as I know you would If you could only see how I wa.s s1 tuated - I will put all
straight

~

I hope sooner or later, i.f' my

& health

spared ... no·t wi th-·

sta.nding anY' m:i.sfortunes &e ,,. Present my continued regards to M:r's
and accept for you;r'se1.f My

~

0

M & Miss 0

Regards &c f:r:iendshi.p .... al:wa,ys yours &c
.JT:reat

31-0951
P:ri\Ta,te & Confidenti.a 1.

New York J'une 18th 1839

2 PaM.

pr Ex Ma.il#
:My dear Mo:r.'gan:

I ha.'ve to acl'm,owledge reception of your valued favou:r of 29th Ma,y,
at hand ~ on the

i.nsto and note :i.ts interesting con!ents#

M:r

0

Dunl..'?,E is
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now in Phila.. and expected here in a few days
probably, drop me a line" and say

= If'

he should not come, he will

about it.
-----------

and ei.ther .. send me the

acceptance, you refer to, accepted, or without acceptance with his reasons: for
so doing ... should I not hear from him I will
matter looks well, as you state it ..

~

him a line - I think this

now I must turn to another matter, which

is the object of my letter at thi.s date

How, and is of great importance - You

know from what has alrea.dy been sa.id, my notions about Col Bee's mission to
Mexico, and while I thought the time wa.s a
agent, was deci dedly

eetiona.ble..

the mode of sending a public

Now we ha.ve heard. of his arri.val, and being

al.lowdQ to land & await the decision of the supreme go·vmt. as regards his rece:ption, & that he Col B/ thought things were favoux'able to his being recei'ved,
or at lea.st to negotiate thro 1 some comrnissione:r' who would come down to meet
him &c#

This was the hope of Col B, and the expectation. of his friends here,

who wished the negoti.ation

succeed

=

for the benefit of Texas.

waiting for better news I learn t.his morning tha.t Col Bee has left

Now while

Ver~

CY.'uz fo:r'

Havana on the 20th ulto, the GO'llmt;, not ha.ving thought Er'oper to ad1nl.t him

~,

or open a.nY' negotiation with him ""' beyond this my letters do not say, tha.t'is,
they give no why. or wherefore &c &c

Now .... these facts, and without any pa.rticu-

lars being given" to e:Kplain them, a.nd 'by, or th:r.'ough wh:i.eh, they might be
modified, or better

unders't~ood.,

a.nd. therefore ft:l.rnish a 'better grouq.d. of argument:

I say the facts enable me to fox'm an op1.nion, whi.ch I will give to you, as an
opinion forwarded on such general informa t:ion, as I think will warrant & justify
the opinion I shall give:

to wit That the rejection of Col Bee,

OX'

the :refusal

to Treat with him or listen to him, on the part of St Anna, or his Govrnt does not
so much surp:rize

L-

as it will.~ or ma.y ma.ny#

:probably tha.t it may be accounted for by saying or

I think. it more than

sup:posi.~

that, the .11exi.~

Govmt could not well listen to Col Bee, no;c allow him to remain, as he wa.s Known
to be a. public character representing the Govmt of Texas: and public opinion,
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May have been Strong

enough~

to compel the Govrnt to do so, or to prevent them

from carrying any arrangement or hearing even, through, that channel - I say
this is most, likely to be the fact .., nay I think it almost certain .- and if
so, then it ought not to be considered as an indication that that govmt will
neither treat, nor

nor

opinion is necessarily

to any proposal

= now

I grant you this

to some change or modifica.tion, if on further

information it Shall appear, that he was insulted or badly or rudely treated This I do not now believe.

Now under this Strong impression, I now write & if

My opinion is well grounded, it follows that you:r Govmt Should not abandon,
their hopes of an arrangement, nor prepare hastily for aggression, nor publish
any thing, which may agravate

or ir;ritate the feelings of either the

Texians or Mexicans - But Keep cool & quite L.,sicJ Some further steps or Step
may be taken

to a scerta,in a.ll that could have been a scertained before..

~

are the real views & dis;position of the Mexican Govmt & of st Anna &c&c&c&c
Others will think.,

that it is a great indignl.ty offer£. to Texa.s, & to

its govrat .. which ought to be instantly resented & prepare :for war & to
their insolence & carry the war to

-This may be necessary at a

:future day & when Mexico Shall refuse an arrangement on rea,sonable terms &c&c But it certainly is not now; The Eolicy, So to do

---#

Wait, Keep cool, and see what :fu.r'the:r.' Steps I may be abl.e to recommend (for I
Know more about it, than you are awa.re of, and of cou:r.se more than I can now
tell you - My present impression is, that I wil.l be off to N.. Orleans in a s few
days as possible & when I can arrange my affairs "" and I should like then to
meet

But, I cannot

~

Speak dif:tnitive1.y

as I

in Haste

and can ha,rdly tell what I can do, or what I may do ... But I am clea.rly of the
opinion that I could. Satisfy you
entirely#this

oX'

anyone that I am ha,lf right if not

Now If you are disposed, and thi.nk. it will do any good you may give
to the

or give him_y'ouX' own opinion, to this ef:feci;. ere
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make mine your own; and see if you can KeeD things in Status quo - until you can
hear from me again, when I ma.y say more
do any good"

&

Darticularly whether I will be able to

It ought to be the Dolicy - at least until I ca.n furnish further

Explanations which I will do -- In Haste Truly & Ever
J Treat

Dont :fail to answer this, under cover to Lapeyre informing me what you have done
or intend to do, & what effect if anyo is produced, and what you yourself think
o:f it -- for my govmt

If I am off to No 0 .. as I think, I will advise Lapeyre

who will keep my letters ... - if not then they will come up to me -- It may involve
peace or war -- Therefore most important#

I will write again in a day or two

or three but dont wait for my next ~ to answer this - I think"
is correct
adopt

(&

I

if my information

ha.ve no reason to doubt it) Good will come from the plan I would

Keep this Secret Except as you ma.y use it with Lama,r or a member o:f his

=

cabinet i:f you pre:fer that courseo

31-90 52

New York June 24th 1839
Monday 2 PoM ..

Ex Mail
Confidential
My

I?£ Colonel#
I

Express Mail, and

refer you to my last confidential letter of 18th inst .. by

--- of

the Ea.rliest, moment, a:fterwards to give you my next

promised letter, and here you have it

I

am now decided to proceed with all

haste to N () Orleans, via Cha,:rleston & Pensacola & shall leave the earliest day,
between this

& 2

next Saturda,y - probably, by Thursday or Friday·... as soon as I

can hastily arrange matters - So this is to say fux,the:r that nothing would give
me more pleasure than to find you in No Orleans""' or to meet you there If you
are so si tua,ted as to enable you to go the:r.e ""' You may Know from what I have
hereto:fore said in my last,

&

former letters,

my

main objects . . you may know

93
possibly from some

qUB.:r'ter' ;::: But whether ,so or not, I cannot

any thing more than that I am off in two or 3 days ~ & when we
you all..

Now if on

°1
W1.1

of this you can run up you will

me probably

___ ,~ I ma.y Know whether 2 £sicJ go to

in N. Oc when I

-when I think I shall go
in New Orleans..

!!!2!

but ca.nnot now say.

Send your

and

how soon.

rr:y arrival

, under cover to Lapeyre & co who is this

day directed to

till I come# Tell me (If you do not come up your-

self) How Lama.r

How you stand wi.th him !1£'[ and how public opinion
~

runs on the Mexica n
Texas &c and every

How Col Bee has been received &c&c

else 'which will be useful to me in N.

If gone to

o.

& until I

see you - I think I am on the right Track= I will write you the first Boat
after my arri va 1 in N.

o.

& I.f you are there, before me leave a note for' me

with Lapeyre telling me

stanter

I can find you and it shall be answered in-

Keep my movements to yourself - or if, it

Orleans, on my

------- &c

.___ say I am to N.
from me.

nothing more until you hear

In great Haste & Truly
Yours &c

J. Treat

31=0953
July

D Morgan

1839
14:

If you are a t home, be rea.dy· to jump on board the

t.omorrow as

she comes a long and go down t.o the Island 148 with Gaines & myself & Hamilton -

dont fail
Yours &c
"I

Houston

,
~

(Thursday
12 0 elk

148Galves·ton
~
.
I s 1a.nd

)

•

Q

Emblem friday night
9 0 clko

31-0954
Dear Morgan

I dropP£ you a line by the Correo yesterday, which I hope you got,
that I shall find you coming off - If you have not

you will not

to the Island with Hamilton-Lee-Zava,la l49 &c -

know that I am here &
I

&

sha.ll spend some days at the Island, and not go until the return of the

Columbia - I wish very much to see you & would stop now, but for the Steamer
which sails in this

morn~

& I must write by her - Pray come down the very

first Boat & stay a few days

rec£ your note pr this friend just as I

I

left Houston - If you must go ~to-1 Houston Monday, come down from there as
soon as you can & advise me before, when &c&c - present my respects to the
la.dies

&

believe me ever
Yours &c
JTreat

31-0956

Sa,turday 9

~~

Dr CoL.
We

arrived here safely .. and found all ve:r.y snug & comfortable:

gretting that you ma,y not visit us, but
detention at Home

0

--

I hope Mrs

0

re-

mor e so, the callS e of your

M.. ha s recov'ered from her indisposition

of day before yesterday, and now in her usual Hea,lth, . . also that Miss 0 .. has
left her compla.ints, out of sighto -- The geltlemen, all join me Mro H & Z
in regards to Mrso M.. Miss 0 & Seaii'e to a1.1 whom we feel indebted .. for the
agreeable time we passed under

yOU!/

hospitable roof - . .

l49Lorenzo de Za.vala, Jr ..
l5 0The Constitution wa.s a steamboat running from Galveston to Houston ..
(Hoga.n, Texas Republic, 72)0
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151

Well we found the president
Judge Burnet

152 & Mr. Sta:rr 153

and family on boa.rd the Correo:

also

They are all here, and I make respects to

Gen 1. this morning by Special invitation - at 10 oclk ... - He held a conference
with his cabinet (Judge Bo & Mrm starr) and I suppose the result waso the
invita.tion to confer with me this morning'" - what it will result in is more
than I can tell - - I hope you are all well enough to enable you to come down
pr the Emblem - or if not, by a.l1 mea.ns by the Return of the Correa - come
directly on board the Steamer Constitution & Cap! B will make you comforta.ble
desiring soon to see you, I am D!, Sir
Very truly yours &c J Treat

31- 0 957

- -

Ga,lveston Augt 8th 1839 -My dear Morgan,

I have before me your valued fav!. of -''''' July (suppose about the lOth)
which wa.s recS!. on the 15th at N. Orleans; together with another communication ..
rec2:, at same time, date not recollected.
the $10,000 Loano

conts a statement of the Bonds :for

The latter ha,s gone forward, to N. York, with my directi.ons ..

in relation thereto, and the latter I merely acknowledge, y~ to own its
receipt, and

~~

it from my unanswered files . . I have also before me you:r.

notes of 24th ulto. from N "w. 154 and 28:th from Eoustion; contents duly noted &

=

requiring no particula.r reply

I am advised from N. YO:t'k that your letter to

me covering one for Swartwout, had been received & lat·be:r.' fOT.'wa.rded to Europe.
I notice by your letters

0

that you are

~

entirely

~~

'bo taking any

step in :Q0litics, or moving, in any' way in the matt.er I have refer:rS!. to

To

l5 1president Lama:r.
152Dav~d G Burne,
t wa.s Vl.ce
.
,J..

•

153

'd ent und'
er La mar
', .•

pres~

James Harper Starr, who was secretary of the treasury i.n the Lamar
administration. (Siegel, Texas Republic, 147)0

l5~ew Washin ton.

this I cannot

object~

for you certainly Know best your own position, and your

personal & associate interests.# You will ~ long, receive my back letters,
in one of which you will find the particulars of the result of the lawsuit,
with Edwards. amt. # Rec3:, and pretty full explanations.#

Should you desire

further details you have only to ask for them. and they shall be forwarded.
Dunlop's bill. or Dft will be collected at maturity & you will advise, whether
it goes to the Credit of the association -- your bill to R. S. Williams & Co
was paid long since & yon advised thereof.
tion.

I have debited this to the associa-

I thi~ KOs will find money. if he draws for it, on me, or requests

it to be remitted - - The a / c sales of' lumber &C, has gone to N. Y. by Mr.
Swett, where I shall find it, and see how it looks - - Bad enough. of course#:
So mnch for your letters & my brief reply.

It may be deemed sufficient, under

the circumstances Mr.. Radcliff will ~ receipt no doubt, of such of your
letters as may reach him direct,. past & future.

Here I rest. hoping to see

you., here. toda.y.#
JT

31-0958
D. Morgan
I have only a moment to say adieu - I am off' this

mor~

for

Pensacola" & N. York, where I shall hope to hear from you - I have given your
order to Mr. Hearst, in exact copy & he ba.s promised to give it his best &
prompt attention, & I have no doubt he will do so.

He will reimburse himself

by drawing on me at Short, or regu.lar" sign. & I will give due honor to his

Dfts - He will write you by this Steamer" 2

.L.sicJ

enclose you this letter -

He will also execute your order a.bou.t the newspapers & advise .you whether he
can do as you wish or not - I think of nothing else in the way of Business,.
that I can throw any light upon here - I will write

YOl.l

more f'ully from NYork -
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I am sorry we saw so little of each other; but you Know the causes - :My best
regards to Mrs. M. Your Daughters & Miss S & say that I regret much that, I
could not agai.n see them as I intended, and was sure I should, when I left
them - Hamilton and Bee left day before yesterday I May see them in Pensacola.
If not shall not see the former at all & Hamilton only on arrival at New York.
Keep mum & I will tell y'ou a story after awhile do you take
tell me what any body Guesses or says abou.t me & my objects - That is if any
suspicion of object &c&c&c
Remember me to friends
Yours &c Truly
J Treat

31- 0 959
New York September 7th

1839

pr Brazos #

My friend Morgan.
Dear Sir:
I am happy to ap-prise you, of my safe arrival here, on
the 29th ultoo after remaining 3 days in N.
cola - 1 in Norfolk - & 2 in Phil§:..#

o. -

2 in Mobile

one in Pensa-

or say 9 days travelling time, which is

-pretty fair - left Col Bee and his sons at Augusta qu.ite well, and had a
pleasant time, tho! sickly enough everywhere - I t:r.us·t this will find

yOlJ,

&

family & inmates L-slc,J',"J all well - not a wo:rd :from Kos or his cou.zin L.,sic;;,.
Smith. since I left till

~o

7

I refer you to my hasty scrawl from N. O. which

-

I perceive you ha,ve reed by your favour of 21st
inst. & for which,
- ulta reed-.. 4th
,I thank you - I have several of' your fayours, rec.£. during my absence, and
before my departu:re, and while in Tex.as - all which shall be regularly replied
to. by the Brig George to sail tomorrow morng, for Galveston dispatched by Mr.

Ellis. - I think that letter will be there, about as soon as this, which I shall
send to Baltimore today to go by the beautiful new Brig
have seen her.

o~

War.

so say they who

I have only seen her passing - She certainly appeared very well.

Capt Moore is at last I suppose half way & ~illegible~
Private & Sacredly Confidential .. - What I say

~,

mayor may not be of

any use or service to you but I will mention it as above - Confidentia lly - The
last advices from Europe, just rec.£. Shew that Gen Henderson155 had nearly
reached the desired point, with the French Govt. That is brought them to the
recognition so nearly, that I confidently expect a confirmation by the Western
out now 14 days & of course due any hour - I will when it comes communicate it
instanter by mail - I am too late now for the Columbia of the 15th as this
should go by ma.il to N.Orleans as it is the Brazos

i~

the next but chance being

a Glipper & sails the lOth inst positively as I understand - By the Western
hope

LweJ

shall also hea.r what Gen H156 may say. after 8 days in London - for

myself - I can tell you in my next, what my movements will be, than I can now Everything looks very well -- all the news from Mexico as well as Europe is
favourable, and also, the news here at Washington ... I may be delayed little to
obtain that, as all the cabinet, & particularly my member is staying away soon be along however - I am expecting an arrival here daily from V. Cru.z which
will bring up our dates to 15th or 18th ulto.

Then a visl. t to Washg, & news by

the G. Western. will make me ready - & I will be off as soon as possible - I
will write you again. before hand of course - Continue writing as usual to me Radcli~f

will be here & will attend to your requests so far as he can.

The

nett ~sic~ proceeds of lumber is $629.42 - & not $705.34. as you stated in one

155J.. Pinckney Henderson who negoti.ated the treaty of recogni tion with
the French government. Actually recognition did not come until October, 18390
156James Hamilton, who was loan agent for Texas in Europe.
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of your letters
L.sic

7 of

~

you say charge is from this and to the N.W.Ao at the rata

Texas money in N.. o. which was say 33 /3

I had thought, that If I charged it at 50

%,

%or

66 2/3 %discount.

according to custom in Texas it

would be about right - tell me what you think it ought to be

&

I will not

enter it until I hea.r from you"" I of course want nothing but what is right:
give me your views
No time for more

&

I will adhere, tho r I lose like Sack upon the cursed Shipt ..

Compts to all the ladies of the fa.mily from Mr. Ratcliff as

well a.s from your friend & Servant
Cordially as always
J. Treat

I must, my dear Col use a. Second Sheet, and I fear the perusal will tire you
more than the writing does me.

I do not understand wha.t you mean by

II

french

inf'luence Tl but I have no hesitation in trusting you with all my secrets which
are very few indeed - I note your reception of 3 Sections Land Script for my
a/c and your New Wash£. Script, which is all very well -- I will of course
place to cr .. of N.W. the 1000$ from Dunlop, when it is paid -- The amt from
Edwards is already to credit - I paid
to call for.

D~.

Jennings $50 which he was requested

being Expenses on the Execution of the Commission - &c - This

was, deducted like the other charges from amt of Judgement obtained & the
nett ~sic~ amt. credited to the C£ N.W.
brought you a full batch of Letters from
interest I presume.

I note the Enterprize ~~ had

L-meJ all

too old to be of mueh

Your commissions will be to your credit, when collected

as I am now making up the

a/c~.

There is nothing testy in any thing I say

about Kos - all I have fought for is to justify myself - Let us drop it. like

157This letter appears to be a. continuation of' the :first lette!' written
on September 7, 1839- Another letter of same date follows_
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a Hot potatoe ~sic~.

The Funded debt if so~d - will be without interest until

~illegible~ after the sale

will this be all right?

If Reed charges any thing

for the commission why you must let me Know - & we will change it in

alc

here - I

am sorry very sorry that I can give you no tidings of the stray carpet Bag.

I

had none myself. and therefore remember nothing about it - Zavala & Hamilton both
had carpet Bags - The latter I know brought his along home with him - I truly hope
you will find it on board the Correo. or thro I Zavala - So much for your la,st
now I must tell you the result of my inquiry about The corn mills -

&

Mr. Radcliff

call,9-. on Mr. Freeborn, and couid learn nothing of Mr. Forwa.rd, or least nothing
Satisfa,ctory - But Freeborn himself says that he can furnish corn mills at from $60 to 150$ each & wa.rrant they will pirform L-sicJ well - one at $60 will
grind with two Hones about 70 Bushels corn pr day.
is made in the best

&

The Gearing for Horse power.

most improved manner may be furnished a,t 75$ - He recommends

however the best & most improved Kind that being cheapest in the End - Mr. F.
does not Know, wha,t particular Kind of mill Mr. Forward alludes to -- This is the
report I have rec.9:,. & thus I give it to you - it appears to me If you want anything of this Sort. why not tell Freeborn what you want, & let him get it for you.
he can find just, wha.t you want - I think he can be trusted - Well I have
given you a, long yarn

&

brought all up to a point.

Letter of this morning of da,te L-sic
by the lOth when the Vessel sails

7,

I refer you to another genera.l

:pr Brazos, to go to BaltL-imoreJ directed

present regards to Mrs. M & Misses Q.

&~.

and

rega.rds to all friends believe me D!. Sir cordially & ever & truly
Yours &c

in

Ha.ste, 'Wishing you & yours better health
& much ha.:ppiness from Yours
J T;rea,t
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pr Brig George#

New York Septr 7th 1839
Evening

Col James Morgan
My dea.r Sir
I have before me, a good number of your communications rec3:, just
previous to my depa,rture for the South - while there, and during my absence
and altho'

~

of them ha.ve been acknowledged, and perhaps answered, Yet, I

ha;ve thought :it best, to glance them over in the order of their dates, and say
very briefly just what their contents call for more or less - Yours from
Ga.lve stan of 25th March wa s rec3, June 28th

&

introduced me to Gen. Dunla, p 158

who was quite well a few days since when he left here for Phil§:. on his way to
BaltLimoreJ & Washn# Yours of June 8th at Ga.lveston, was at hand on the
29th same N. Y. having come along by

Ca.p~

Wright.

I trust enough has been

said, in regard to Kos. to Satisfy L-tornJ all of us.

that, there should not

be any unplea.sant feelings among anyone - am satisfied & hope

&

believe you

are, here let i.t drop - I have not heard a word from him nor has Mr. R.
during my a.bsence.
ca.n, or need

~

If he ca.lls for money - he sha.ll ha.ve it - This is all I

say - I take due note of Bal of this letter but it reCluires

no comment - I will i.nform S. S. of wha.t may concern him, tho' I think I have
already done so.
Next comes yours of 12th June from N. W. which is noted.

I missd Cruizer &

Moore, thol the latter has gone to get a wife, I understand, & will be here
soon - Col Wells did not deliver me any letter from you, nor refer to any tho I

I ha.ve made his acquaintance, & like him very well - He is now here & will

l5~icha,rd Dunlap, who was appointed to be agent in Washington to achieve
Uni ted States mediation a.t the same time Barna,rd Bee went to Mexico. Dunlap was
instrumenta.l in obta.ining funds from the $400,000 advance from the Bank of the
Uni ted States for Jare s Treat to take on his trip to Mexico on behal,f of Texas.
(Garrison, Diploma.tic Correspondence, I, 449~.
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await still a few daysQ - You speak of your letters - You will find here some
dozen or So accounted for, before I get through

& I presume you will find them

~ s-a:fely in hand tho! ma.ny of them long, on their way - Gen Dunlap accepted

the bill of $1000

=

due 1st Jany & I will get the money out of him If I can,

before it is due - You have alrea.dy informa.tion about Cook ... the man who owes
YOUo

...

The $100000 Bonds are Safel.y received - So also are the a/c sales

Lumber - The balance of the Contents of your Letter is duly noted.
course is your favr 27th June at Galveston City,

~ ~s£

Next in

me on its way

26 da.ys for an Express mail letter is outrageous .... cannot understand it. This
letter I had not before perused- It is full of interesting items altho! I have
just come from your country - I need not however comment upon it

=

your letter

to S. S. was forwarded 15th July day after its receipt by Mr. Radcliff.
in course is yours of _ _ July.
in N. Orleans.
N. O.

I suppose about lOth July - and which I stopp2:.

on the 15th July. and askS!:. no forwa.rd, on the 8th August at

I have read this letter

been ventilated before#
former Letter.#

Next

& it required but little remarks from me, having

You have the a/c of Edwards suit ~ The am1 &c in a

R. So Williams is paid, as you are alrea.dy infor~£.#

I ha,ve

not seen Mr" Swett who brought the Loan certificates, but am much indebted to
him &c.

Next comes July 25th recS!:. by me in NoOo 26th & a,cknoweldged 8th

Augi - It is from N. w. to me at Houston & requires no answer now - having been
replied to fully already - - ...... Now yours of 28th at Houston to me at the
Island, is of the same tenor as the last, therefore pa,ss to yours of 8 Augt
handed me persona.lly on the 101£ and. answered by me from No 0" v'ery briefly.
I now remark tha.t Mro Hearst to whom I committed the Execution of your order,
had an exact copy of it, word for

~

& letter for letter and I requested him

to Execute it to the letter - as you said nothing about
ShiPll.9:. nor whether in the Steamer." or Sa.iling Vessel"

when~

They Should be

I left him to do as he
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pleased, Expressing a preference however of a Sailing Vessel to deliver the
goods at your place..

rather than pay two Steamer freights "" He Knew all about

the Bee,159 and promosed to
order for weekly

~give-'

all your wishes prompt attention.

pr mail - Shall ha.ve attention - today the

The,

toda~

paper

goes - to begin with, and a Series of Back papers Herald, Com~mercial-1
AdvLocateJ ~ . *~~_~sh Papers &c with them, a full file ... as for the order I ga.ve

-

to Hearst for you - He writes me under da.te of 28th Augt reed yesterday in

-

~

which he says tithe goods have been ShiPP.9:," and the Vessel

17th lnst ..

The Schooner Naiad and of Invoice is $237.82 - say Two Hundred Thirty Seven

82/100 to which add $12 for the Bee. making in all $249.82 3 to your debit in

ale

or rather to debit of New Washington - as it is stores this will be the

most proper, a.nd correct I think & La stly I have your Welcome 1et'ber of

21~

Aug.:!!. at N. W.. rec£ 4th inst pr Columbia, and I tha.nk you for its contents, to
which I will glance.

Had you. said in your o:rder 1I1et these come by the Columbia -

There would L-have-Y been no difficulty except that Mr. Hearst would take his
own time to ]2ick them up - I hope the order will ha.,ve been execu.ted in a
satisfactory manner to you ,- and have a
I note all you Say, about

room left for remark.

~~~IL

matters &

safelYq and
...:::.::~~

good time -

in general but I have

Hope all will come right, By

& bye

"" but cannot say

- time will tell I thank, you for your op:i.nions & rema,rks hilt you will excuse me
for not giving you mine now in fact they would be good for nothing if I did. Gen H. must take ca,re of himself - I need not tak.e care of himo
~~__

to you to omit

suppose I

If it be a

me the public, ]201itica.1,, or .s:u:r.rent news, why I

Exonerate you, from cont.in.ui.ng to Supply me, in this way - Tho'

I confess, I rathe:r you wou.ld continue as usual tha.n to Suspend altogether - I

___ not betra;y: any of your Secrets, or t,ihe information you mi.ght communicate

159The New Orleans

a. newspape;r.
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to me e

-

However a s I may be

Europe, it is no great matter, anyhow - I

will give you a respite ..
New York Septr 21st

1839

Saty 2 P.M.
via N .. Orleans

under cover
to Ja.s Hewitt
My dear Morgan
I can

E:Q!i

only refer you to my le'bters written since I arrived

here, noticing, all your various letters, and writing YR a little.
The object of

this~

Queen arrived yesterday..
haps

is to hand you the Enclosed rec£ this morning pr
It will give you ~ news no doubt ~torn-' per-

I ca.n give you, tho I I think I will however very hastily tell you

rny story, which I think looks pretty well for Texas - Tho T I do so mainly
~or

own Govt & satisfaction & not for any one else - As I am situated
I donTt wish to be known as giving

~,

from confidential sources ..

hcwever, my dear Sir, are more than welcome to all I know & if it is of
any service to you you are welcome. - So I will go ahea.d.
Well, the French trea.ty, we are told is well nigll finished or

~

on

the 1st Septr - This will recQg?ize in its best possible form I suppose
I think it very likely that Henderson himself embarks with it today, in the
Liverpool Steamer from Liverpool - snugly in his pocket.

This so far is very

well -- They think that England will not be reluctant to do the Handsome in
the matter

~

not forthwith

That will, erelong, I have no doubt at all

Gen Hamilton is also coming pr Liverpool Steamer, whether, Henderson comes or
not~

He could not, of course, in the present State of things, expected to

have done more with, his bonds than to have put them, on a good footing, with

-

--

his friends in London & then rest until the tide turns and things come round
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easy, again_ '"" Then, say between Octo & J'any, it is thought there is a fair
chance of the Success of the

meantime.

it is believed, an advance

will be had (perhaps in Paris) on the Bonds to answer a.ll temporary purposes,
until the main Loan is effected#

This will do very well if Effected -- I

suppose. Burnley remains there, tho I have not so heard - Mclntosh160 will
I suppose also rema.in if - Gen Henderson comes with the Treaty
the Substance of the news

~-

this is

I think it favourable - and ought to give some

activity to Texas Securities.
Here every thing is very Severe ... nothing can be done -- Specie going
out alarms every body -- one million by the Western today -- bad news of
money ma.rket from the other Side#
lieved

~-

So we go

Crisis not yet arriveSl there as is be-

nothing can be done in .2E!. Matters

~

things change.

Since the Columbia has sto:pp.9:. I hoped to have heard from you by the Alexander
the last arrival - & still hope soon for this :plea,sure - D.r.. well.

l60
D!._ B

I mean - sends his regards - wa s here today - not a word from Kos or Mr • Smith.
I intended to have written him but really with my ;manx many: occupations
I have not but I willa
This is all I have time for today' ... Please remember me to Mrs .. M &
Miss

° & also L-illegible~ Miss S.

Very especially to all & I am & believe

me Very truly & ever
Yours as ever cordially
James Treat
I shall leave last of this mo.
say 25 to 28th but will of course write you
again before that takes

~lace

16oGeorge S. McIntosh served as secretary of the Texas Legation for
Great Britain and France from June,1837 to 1839, became acting cha.rge . . . d'affaires
and charge"'" d' affairs in 1841. He served in Europe without sala.ry and when
Ashbel Smith went to France he assw:ned McIntosh I s debt to a.void embarrassment
to Texas (Webb, Handbook, II, 114).
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