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Where do Military Studies Journals
Fit in Academic Rankings?

Journal Citation Report 



35% of all journals are part of
The JCR

Previously Thompson Reuters



Where are Military Journals Ranked



Impact Factor 
measures the average 
number of citations 
to recent published articles

2 year (2017)
Impact Factor  

Number of times AF&S articles in 2016 & 2015 were 
cited in JCR Journals

Total number of articles in AF&S for 2016 & 2015

=

Problems with indicator



Rank Journal 5h-Index

1 International Security 33

2 Security Dialogue 30

3 Studies in Conflict and Terrorism 28

4 Survival 28

5 Security Studies 21

6 Journal of Strategic Studies 20

7 Military Psychology 20

8 Armed Forces & Society 20

9 European Security 19

10 Defense and Peace Economics 18

11 International Peacekeeping 17

12 The RUSI Journal 15

13 Contemporary Security Policy 15

14 Parameters 15

15 Intelligence and National Security 14

15 Civil Wars 13

17 Small Wars and Insurgencies 13

Military Studies Rankings
2018

is the largest 

number h such that 

h articles published 

in 2013-2017 have 

at least h citations

h5-index

As score of 10 would mean

10 articles published 2013-
17 with 10 citations +



Rate wider exposure
of articles

!ǳǘƘƻǊǎΩ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ
to influence



Double Blind 
Peer Review

Promotes Fairness in Process  



Editorial Process 
(submission - publication)



Stage 1

ωManuscript arrives

ωEditor s Review 
Reject 40- 60%                  

ωFind Reviewers



Stage 2

ÅSend out for review
2-4 reviewers

ÅReviews in 

ÅReviewers assessment



Stage 3
First Round Decision

ÅAccept     Very rare (1 in 500)

ÅReject

ÅRevise and Resubmit 

Persistence



Stage 4 +++
Å R&R decision,  comments sent to author

Å Revised Manuscript and letter with explanation 
arrives  

Å Re-review Re-review (could be 2 - 4 rounds)

Å Decision - Accept/Reject

Å If Accept publisher takes over



Scholars perspective
Editors 
Perspective



Steward or
Caretaker Role



Editor as Coach and Cop

Improve the manuscript

Make sure poor 
material gets 
caught


