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Digital Scholarship Fellows Program at Connecticut College

● Partnership between the Office of the Dean of Faculty and Information Services

● Supports the development of research projects involving some combination of 
digitization, computational analysis, and/or online publishing 

● Entails a commitment to: 
○ Experiment with new technologies in research and in the classroom
○ Developing pedagogical methods of scaffolding collaborative research projects 

with students and other partners
○ Sharing results with the campus community

● Each cohort of three faculty is supported for one year with: 
○ DS and library staff project liaisons
○ Travel funding to speak at a conference
○ $1000 stipend
○ $2000 project funds

http://dscc.digital.conncoll.edu
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The St. Martin Project

An expanding collaborative intelligence community from 
the classroom to New London, CT, Miami, FL and St. 

Martin (for now...)

Catherine Benoît
Anthropology Department

Connecticut College











http://stmartinproject.conncoll.edu










Hindu and Muslim 
fisherfolk & honey 
collectors in a 
shrinking 
Sundarbans

Sufia Uddin

Student collaborators: Avatar Simpson and 
Julia Neumann



● My research topic 
● Why the digital platform?
● Why collaborate with students?
● Future direction of the project



project goal:
Making visible the impact of privileging 
modern systems of knowledge over 
Non-modern systems of knowledge in the 
Sundarbans

The struggles of the Sundarbans 
mangrove community
Growing social inequality
Environmental crisis--forest destruction
Climate change refugees of the future







Collaboration with students

● Learning for the sake of 
learning

● Agency 
● Create knowledge



Future of the project
● Animated map demonstrating the rapid destruction of the forest and its 

inhabitants.
● Inclusion of my translation of the 19th-century origin poem of Bonbibi with 

recitation and hyperlink annotations to text.
● Video of drama performance and commentary from individuals.



Digital Database of Drosophila Wings 
for Quantitative Analysis:
A Community of Users

Phillip Barnes





Example of additional data that could be captured and used from a wing

A Drosophila wing and the 15 landmarks used to characterize its shape. The landmarks are mostly located at 
intersections between longitudinal veins (L1 to L6), crossveins(a-cv: anterior crossvein, p-cv: posterior crossvein) and 
the wing margin.

Gidaszewskiet al. 2009.  BMC Evolutionary Biology 9: 110
https://bmcevolbiol.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1471-2148-9-110













Some aspects of the project yet to be worked out:
 
1) How will an interface be provided on the web?

2) Will access be freely open, or will it be permission based?  Permission based access may 
allow me to meet new colleagues and establish new research collaborations.  But,

    it may limit community of users.

3) How will the database be sortable?  There will be multiple variables associated with each 
wing, e.g., which of three genotypes, which of three rearing temperatures, which sex, on 
values of the length of the wing, etc.?





Homo sapiens                                    3,257.32         24        1         -          204




