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Asking the Right Questions in the 

Right Order
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Where should I publish?

Why do I want to publish?

• Contribute new knowledge to my discipline

• Stake my claim to priority

• Share my insights with lots of people

• Get my work cited

• Get my work credentialed

– Get tenure

– Get promotion
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Where should I publish?

• Criteria:

– Relevance

– Readership

– Speed of publication

– Prestige/Impact Factor
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Impact Factor

• How much should I care?

– Depends on your goals, and on how much 

your discipline cares

• How much should my discipline care?

– Good question, but somewhat academic

– Should vs. Is
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New tool: Metrics Toolkit (metrics-toolkit.org)
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Thinking about open access

• Can publishing OA hurt my career?

• How important to me is breadth of readership?

– Does OA confer a citation advantage?

• Does the journal I want to publish in offer an OA 

option?
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Larger Context

• Serials Crisis

• Emergence of open access solutions (including APC 

model)

– APCs create a conflict of interest

– COI is managed effectively and honestly by legitimate 

publishers, and exploited by predatory ones
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What do we mean by “predatory publishers”?

Predatory publishers are those who lie about their 

publishing practices in order to attract publishing payments 

from unwary or unscrupulous authors.
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Predatory publishing is not about quality; it’s 

about selling fake certification

• To this end, predatory publishers lie about:

– Peer review

– Impact factor

– Editorial board membership

– Affiliation with prestigious organizations

– Affiliation with nonexistent organizations

– Inclusion in prestigious indexes

– Presence/amount of APCs (which are often hidden from author 

until after acceptance, or even publication)
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The term “predatory” is itself problematic

• Other candidates:

– Scam

– Deceptive

– Fraudulent

– Illegitimate
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Some signs of a predator

• Amateurish website

• Articles on topics unrelated to journal discipline

• Overly vague journal title

• Same editor (and/or board) for multiple journals

• Promises of extreme speed to publication

• Bragging language

• Hidden APCs
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Who falls for this?

• Authors (sometimes)

• Editorial board invitees (if they aren’t careful or don’t 

care)

• Colleagues of authors (more often)

The real dangers are the contaminated CV, and the 

contamination of public discourse
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“Contamination of public discourse” – seriously?

• Yup:
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Can publishing OA hurt my career?

• It depends

– Bad reason: your colleagues ignorantly believe that 

OA = low quality

– Good reason: you publish in a low-quality journal that 

happens to be OA

– Good reason: you publish in a predatory OA journal
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Bottom-line points

• There are no simple answers

• There are no uncomplicated situations

• The stakes are high

• There are tools and resources available to help 

you (especially in the library)

– Subject librarians

– Lisa Ancelet
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Thank you!

Rick Anderson

rick.anderson@utah.edu


