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C o d  Comty, which derived 1 % ~  name from the beautiful ~ o m a 1 ~  R~TBF, 

m s  created by %he f irsb laglala%ure 09 the State of Texas, I.farch mt 1Wt2 

EL% whfch tine the City 09 N8ts Braunfels, its county seat, was also  fncorr- 

paratea, It had formerly been a ~rscincB of Be= County with Oeorg Elrohaer 

as County Gowsaioner , and Araold Henclml ne Jwtfcs of the ~sace.3 '391s 

county court met in its first seasfon, August 7, 1846, with Uonrad Seaba- 

as Counfy Clerk, and BI, A. IlooXay ae Chief ~ustice.4 

lPLre history of the aoun%y began in Mexico anit %ope, for the s e a  

was inoluded by $ha governmen% aP blex.ico in the Bexar l a d  district of 

Texas, and Texan was attached to the SBate 09 Coahuila. EJovember 10, 1831, 

the govermimt of Qoahuila ad. Texas granted. to Juan t4artfn de, Vermendi, 

a citizen af Swl, htaxxto de Be-, by deed of cmcesalion MiQwo leagues of 

~!%e aiord O o r d  is from the Indim term 6oma911. Ifha Mexicans use& 
it to desllgmta s griddle of iron or copper on which tortillas were baked, 
The nand was prabably ap3315ed .to the atream in J72l by the dkg4wyo &peiU- 
tion. 

%ermamr Seele, 4 Shorfj~Icat@b of & g g & w ,  &g&f&, P. 4. This 
pampUeQ of etlevsn ullsmbered pages was writ ton by Mr. Seele in anwsr t a  
inquiries ab0u.t the t o w ,  It tsas prineea i n  1885 by tke D e u  Bramfelatsr 
, Z ~ i l t ~ ,  HereiWfrer referred t o  as 4 Sketch. 
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land, m o m  or Less,g1 and referred t o  the land thus granted aa the G0m.l. 

~ r ~ t  .S 3y.d Lac-%, w smsyor, surveyed %he traot m d   mid^ a map sf 

it in December, 1831.6 Juan Ve~menfli, aerlatn that M s  claim had baen 

astablfrshed, l e f t  Clza tract f o r  the Indians to uss,as a hunting ground, 

In %ope, early In the nine8 eenth oentwy the soc~al+7 economic, 8 

and g o ~ t t i e ~ Y  discontent of the ~ s r m a n  people caused t h e m  t o  plan to aol- 

onZae Texas. On April 20, 1842, at Bfeb~Zab an the Bhine, a group 02 

Germ oovetts m a  -princes me% and organized a society10 t o  askablish a 

acrlony in Texas. Pzlncs Vfctor of Leidngen and O o w t  Joseph of Boos-\iddeck 

were sent t o  I'exas as representatives o f  the orgmiaatfon. hPnce 

Latnlngen nccoupli &ed natbfng for the society, and Boorr-Wddeck bought a 

league of land is R'qeEte Oowey aad esfa3lieihed Passan BEUYJI .~~ 

When %hey se.t;wnea t o  Germ, Janwy,  1844, Boos-Wddedc reported t a  

the association ~ ~ a i n s t  large s e d e  eralgation t o  Texas, since f t woUd 

re@re too Jwga a Piriaacid o w t l q ,  a& he sevartsd his connsction wi%h 

%he socisty whw it aacep8ed. khe sqggestfon of Prince Leiningen t o  embark 

O P ~  a large-scale ern~gxa~iart program. Some of the other rnembera also dsoppedt 

out a f  the aociefiy a d  reorgmizat'foa bactme aecessa-y-.l2 On Mmeh a, 
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1844, the S o c l e t f ~  far  the PrrsEectSo~ of G e r m  ,Immfmants was 

formed to c m q  out  the suggestion of ~einfngen.13 Prince Carl of Solm 

Bramfels was appointed codsaionar gent4xd by the saale$yts uommittee QP 

direotars, April 20, 1844, and Ale-der B O U T ~ ~ O ~ B , ~ ~  a Prenc,?uaaa, aras a p  

pointied colan3al director, Bourgeois, who had added dkQma~i!~ t o  hZ8 name, 

had. held a Laad g~an.t 5x1 Texas. Re hoped. t o  renew %his grmt md %at 4316 

aocist;y oolontza 1%. 

Prince S o b s  ,md. dBW-e l a d e d  a2 klvestan, Jvly 1, l8W. mey 

wmt t o  Boc~afan axid Baasau Farm t o  prqaw for the eoLoqy that wae t o  be 

erst&lishe& hefore the close of the year,15 but on Augast 28, 1844, d'0manne 

- o ~ c e &  t;t h.B % e m  dhmissedX6 bg the BoCIBCP, ?ad on December 14, 

the socieZly announced that i t  had nothing else 80 do with &@Omme, whose 

land grant ha8 been fa~fetted.~? 

l4eianwhile, on June 26, 1844, Eienry Pisher* consul of Texas f o r  Bremen, 

had asraaoiated himself with the Saoiety for the Protaotion af German Imm2- 

mwta in !texas .IS B i ~ h e ~ ,  w E t h  his compatll~n, Bur~'aard Miller, had re- 

ceived n l a d  grant, between $he ELano md Cdlorado Rivers, on June 7, 1842, 

from Sam Banston, PresPdenC of the Republic of Texas. Bisher had receive8 

a renew& 09 the ~ ~ n t ~ a ~ t ,  SspOembar 1, 1.343 $19 a d  so la  a n  intereet fn the 

Fisher and Rfller colonization contract Co tho society.20 



Prince Solma spent +he summer aad e~xlg.  faI1 getting acquainted wit& 

Ferns, Ha learned that %he Pisher grant wa8 not suitable for aoloniaati5n. 

Angust 26, 1844 h~ repart& t o  the directors that he had net; Coloael Hays, 

the slzrveyor, who bad confimed the belief that the Fiaher grant was Bao 

far from the ~oast, ma too inaccessible for the f i r a t  colonis~ts t o  ssCtX8 

there. P ~ l n c ~ t  Solme a lso  told the directors $ha% he believed the gal% 

was Loo far frm the R;io G r a n d e  ta develop trade w i t h  Mexico. He stated 

that *he fmrizigrwta must, settle father south and urge& that s t e p s  be %&a 

t o exbena %he grant saulhwmsd ,21 

Prince Solms repuested the directors to send him an assistanti because 

tlZa$anacss fn Texas were l o o  great for one man $0 do an efficient job. He 

210ripinal Berf oh!% @J& a Solms Bramfala. Bezueali. &g 
Q r u e n d . ~ a &  Braua;Eels, T Q ~ s ,  1844-la&, p,  47. The volume contains 
dooumenf,~ pertaining t o  the col@&+d ad-ministration of the Socie+y f o r  the 
Proteation of Ger- Imnigreats in Tex-s, It vras presented to the City o f  
EJaw BraunrFels, Xovember 2, 1900, by Hair. V i l h e l m  Ssekatz, Sr., wha, accaxb- 
Z n g  bo his g;~dit,mghtex, P . ~ ~ s s  SUZW Ha~gelin, hnd received it from 
f~iends i n  53rnmfels, trer~~my, with whom he corrsrsponded regularly. 1-k. 
S e e b t z  was one of the first settlers uf ITew B r a W e l a .  The City of Hew 
33raTLn9ela domted the volume to the SophLeabtwg Ihfttaexm, when it was buP1C. 

The documents In Ghs voZuwe a r e  trcmecr5.p%s, in German scrfpt, of 
records written by 9r. de W i t t ,  by Henry I;l'iraher,  ad PxIn~e  Carl of 
Solzaa 3raunfels. 2 3 1 6  documents writ tan by Prfnce Solms a r e  divided into 
eleven separate ssporfis : #I, &tea J w e  15, 1844, a,t Nassau farm; #II, 
written August 20, 18Wr at Saa Antonio de Be~rar; #IfI ,  dated A ~ x g u s t  26, 
2844, at Sari Antonio de Bex,a; #IT, September 20, 1SWg at massau 2 s ~ i :  
#TT, wr'lttan October 25, 1844, at Onlweston; #TI, dated December 23, 1844, 
at Port Lavaca, #TIT, writitien ;Fmaxy 1, 1845, at Pork Lavaca, with a 
psatsexipt of 9Cmunry 5, 184Sr in G,m? at Agua lhzlce; #VIXT, dated 3%- 
wry 3, 1845, md the postaoript Lhereto, February 12, 184-5, at Galveston; 
#lX, vrf tton F&xch 5 ,  1845, Ln C B ~ I  an &i.icC~y Creek; #Xr dated l.i,nrch 27, 
184.5, 2n C . w  on Oonal Ifreek; #XI, A p r i l  30, 2.845, at the Soyhienburg. 

O ~ i g i n ~ A l y  the documeats had no page nwabars. They now bear large, 
penciled 2iumera,le. The pagination, of references f ron  these records, i s  
based aa the penciled mm1era.l~. @111y the reports of' PrSnce Solms w i l l  
be used fn this  paper m d  w i l l  hereinafter be referred. to ns Salms, with 
appr~priats pa,gfm.tZaer. 
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felt that neither the Anericms nor the Mexicms could be trusted to carry 

012% ine~trazcfions, so ha o o d d  nat use tihem x,s a s ~ i s t m t s . ~ ~  He n l s o  s ! z f 5 d  

a cqmble m a s l ~  be sent over at m ear ly  &-?,te to relieve h i m  for n fw 

rn~xlkha, He w o d d  seturn to Germany to give a verbal repor t  on con&itims 

2 n  l e m s . a d  t o  propose chclages in the general aolonizaiiion progre,23 

The mosL fmedi3te problem was the delay of Bemy Fisher, who finally 

@rived. in k l ~ e s t o n ,  October 20, 1844, ~lhera Pr2nce Solms was anxiously 

s,~uaSkZng bin. %ex discussed the subppliec~ for the bmigrants. Ih, Tisbe~ 

had bo-t some goads in Hew York a d  Hew Orle.ms, but mz%y neosssitiee 

were rtat provided. 1% was &eefded that the a&dfthonal sunplies rshould be 

pwchased in Bew OrZems through the &,lvest;oxi ilm, 9. ITBuffman a d  Com- 

pgny, pad delivered directly to l ietagorb ~ay.24 Ee~.dquarters for Prince 

Salms should bs at this bay, u r r t i l  he could reach a ner-ent l a c a t i ~ n . ~ f j  

Since ba st511 neeaed land for the first settleneat, 1x0 eqlared the 

G u d z 1 . v . p ~  Valley- in company with Henry Fisher. They met 1-Lejcir ~ s y s ,  26 who 

h~d?pened to be in the valley with ~ o m e  of' his troops, Together they $om- 

neyed 60 the Pisher grant to determine the exact Locstiozl thereof. 27 Ifbile 

on th i s  trip, Prtace Solms decided t o  Gpka the irmigants  t o  the in ter ior  

i d .  , p. 58. 

2 6 ~ r t n a s  Solas d i d  mt identify i h j o r  llnys tn hie  report. In d l  grob- 
&ilZt;y he was speakflne; 09 John Cofffn %;ys, 8 slender young Tomesaaa ,  wha 
hr7.d come t o  Texas in 1837, a& who hn.& become a member of the 'L'exss &angers. 
2-10 held the r,&r of I%$as the age of twenlr-one. 



It  was also on this trip %kt ha lammed of the ~ronilerfxd place, 

munored t o  consisti of fear leagneta ,ma located at the n20mtains,'t on the 

t ~ n ; ~  between San Antodo de Bexar m d  Aust;in. H e  wsa told that t h i s  land 

was gooit f rm l d ,  that it hnd. ce@ an3 oak forests, an8 paserproducing 

Prince Solms immedistelr detorminsd to buy the land, if possible, 

but before he cuulld procee8 t o  Sm Ant~nio  t o  learn more about; the l&i, 

ha bed t o  r s t m  to the coast to pravfde a a a q  s I t e  for Che immigrasts, 

who waul& arrfve In Tlsceruber. 

Boveaber 22, IOW, upon a r r i v a l  at Port Lavaca, he made plans t o  ex- 

mine the enCrance so kvaca Bag,  for he w5shed t o  find a suIt~,ble landing 

place for the irmigraxtts, Ele warmted a pkae with &;~od water amd a &orb 

ronta $0 the interfor.29 Idhen he found such ~t glace, he called it Tndian 

 poi^%, which was later known as Indianola sad Carlshefen, and he denrlgaatsd 

it ae the pbacs where the ~ e s s e l s  should. Imd. Efe ph.zu~ed t o  r e t u r n  t o  

Galveston, where he e-eoted to find the first im?fgrant ship. 

Prince SoSrns made L11e trip to Galveatcm with Nenry Fiaher. Bnraute 

tb&y srere c a m t  In a he:~vy north storm m d  sailed S a w  d ~ y s  cad nightm. 

They arrived i n  Gz,Ivsston, Decernber 2.30 where Prince Solms vtsi ted Mr. 

'13. H. Elerner, a G21veston busiaese am, &on he had tzppointed agent f o r  

the s a ~ $ . e t ~ , 3 ~  HQ loarned, t o  hia s ~ w ~ r P s e ,  t h a t  one of the i~lmigras t  ships 

hwi 1ef.E Galveston for Platagorda Bay the night before. This, diepleased 

Solms. He balieved lie had fastmuted the agent t o  send the boats ko Port 
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L~vctca only upon specific tnstructions fron htrnself. In order t o  fulfill 

his duties to the l~migraxts, Prince Solms %oak to the see, ,again the next 

day. He eatled on the American revenue cutter, Alert, but due t o  high seas, 

O~.,.tain Simpton ordered the boat t o  port. Prince S ~ l m s  was forced t o  

walk un%il Dacember 9 ,  t o  again $3 t e q t  t;o reach the inmigrants .32 

He arrived at P~r%~Lavo,ca on the evening af December 3.1, 1844. Be 

found the finmigran%s, who had arrived on the & B e t h a ,  in camp two 

miles from the point 09 LmdEng;. The camp wna sheltered by a s m a l l  lZve 

a& forest, ~ i t a b  furnished firewood, and a h ~ d ~ e d  yards dilstwt n fre& 

water spring fmni~bed m ample water ~uyply. 

The next d a y  P~ince Solms moved his headquarters to the c w  site. 

I-Ie was pleased that the inmigrants were w e l l ,  but dfsplsssed vI th the cmnp 

site bec~use he bollievsd %t t o o  low. He searched for mother omp site 

and on December 3t6, while visiting Indian Poi& again, decided Co move 

the cany there. He roach~d agreement, f o r  its use with the owner, a 

Iik, \&ite,33 and nened the new port ~,l;rl~t1m~en.34 Bere he built a aenot 

a d  several hsusse for the society, smd mzde plms t o  build way stations 

f a r  UX t e a m ,  Those stations were .to he nc?,l:led L e l n i a  &stel& f o r  

nembesrs of the sociely and were to be located between the coast mid the 

"f ounta.5 ne , "35 

Bel igious servieea wore conduc lied. in camp by the pro testant ininieter, 3 6 
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ths Heverend Louis  C. Emendberg. Ee had moved from fllinois to Hauston, 

in 1839, snd bit there established a German Protestaat @hurcbt37 and had 

now accepted offer from Prince Solas ka serve the colonists aa spiritual 

Leader. Under his direction Ifoly Coclnwion was celebra,ted on Chistmas 

D a y ,  ?hsc WP,B aat celebrated i n  caap because Prince Solne b - d  been unable 

t o  obtsfn the samices of a priest, although he hrtd forvr-rded funds for 

travel fare far Alexander, ~vhom the Superior of the Bedsuptorlsts, 

Baltinoze, i<arylmd, k%d ~econ~t"~o:m&ed as leabar for %be colonists of the 

Bomm Catholic faitl1.3~ 

RestZessness and dissatisfaation wera mideat in  cam^ ewLy in 1W5. 

Prltnca Solms realized the need for l a d  an which t o  sett;ls -$ernanently, 

therefore, he delarrnined t o  nove Bo tEia in-berlor, wfthou% bu2lding way 

s tn t f sn r~ ,  and %a buy %he load at the "fountains," between Sari Antonio and 

~ n s t i n . 3 9  

37~ermann Ssele, PZe W P ~ S S ~  Goasrimelee Schrf f .ten, ;a. 103. This 
l y % p ~ g s  book is a aollection of s t o r i e s  1-9r. Seele mate st deffrarent times. 
I h  was published by the Ben  33r~~mfe2ser Zei:trwq, In 1936, aad 98 hereinafter 
referrad t o  as -res.s&. 
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Prince Solms arrived in S a  Ant onio an idkxch 10, 1845, end le-d 

that the ~rander;Cul Land at the Hf 6untains" w3.s tile T ) r O p r % g  of the heira 

of Juan f lxr.t;in de Veramendi, 'aud that; it was b o ~ n  aa the Cowl i~ rac t .  1 

Re was soon i n  canf ereacs with 6kscoa A. Veramendi 2nd Mael  C. k z a ,  

the son md son-in-law of the deceased Juw Verzmeradi. &out purch.n.siw 

the lcud.2 

On lkrch l L k I  1845, Prince Solns, zs trusts8 of the Assocfetion fo r  the 

ProtectLon of Geraw Enigrants in ~ e x ~ ~ . . s , 3  entered i n t o  an cgreenant with 

lWael C. Garza znd h5.s w i f e ,  ti:\"rie kntonfa Vexpmendi Garaa,  of the County 

of Bexsr, in t h e  iiepu'ulic of '..'exas, for tihe pwchcse o f  hrs. G?,rza1 s sh.-ae 

of  the Juan Verapr rd i  lands. These leads were withfn the County of bar, 

on the southwestern waters of the Guadnluga Ftiver, and did not exceed one 

equal undl-vided four th  par t  of the two  len-e Versmendi T r ~ c t .  

It was %greed that the pmchzse price was t o  be one thouscmd one hundre& 

eleven dol l ,~ .rs ,  of which five hundred dollars F18.8 ?aid in cash by prince 

' 0 r i a i ~  Berichte Prinzen_ Czrl a S o l ~ a s  Bramfels Bezue~lich dsr 
Gruead-p; uon Bew Bxkamtf els , 331(:?-q, 1844-l8+5, p . 91. ~ e r e i n n f t e r  ref erred 
to as S o l l r l ~ .  

2 ~ o . ~ m l  Deed Wocord, V o l .  E, p. 114. Reraiucf t a r  celled &E& Xec-d .  

3 ~ n 7 , ~ ~ ~ m t e  tmnslxt iail for V~re2,n j c h t z e  dsutscher ~inPmnderer 

& 2 %  idare commonly lmown as the _Socle.t;y £& the Prote .Gti0  of & Z E C Z  
I n m l ~ r a n t  3 Yexsq. 
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Solms.  The p m e n t  of  the additional sfx hundred eleven dollars w e s  condf- 

t ~ o n d . ~  B;.ran de B a s t r o g  claimed that the DomJ Tract was included in 

his land. gr&,5 a d  therefore, a l a w  suit would be ins t i tu ted  t o  clear  

the Vermendi title, and if the suit term*-ted i n  favor 02 the Garzas, Ghe 

heirs 09 Vermendf , then PrPnce Solms would  pay the six hundred eleven 

dollpxra, plus the cost  of cornsel far the law suit,6 which f ina l ly  terlslimted, 

Q s S l  25, 1879, in favor 09 the cif  izeas of 1Tew Braunfels, when the Udted 

S t a t e s  Circuit Court rendered f ts decisf on.? 

The ?-~or t ioa  of tihe land belonging to J Q B ~  Ver,mendi snd Teresa Bermend%, 

minor heirs of Juan Varmaendi, was  &SO promised t o  Prince Solmer, but not 

until 1.9ay 8* 1845, wns it transferred8 by ordsr of the B o b ~ t e  Court of 

Bsxar  County for  the consideration of eight hundred dollms.9 Since this 

portion of the l.& w a s  also Irtvolved in the suit at law, Prince Solms had 

agreed to psy the fees of tho 'counsellors, Devine and dnderson, attorneye 

The l a d  aonmenced at a pofnt where the Iiacagdouhes road crossed 
the Guadnlape River, at  EL aile of racks and, ran up with the bends of 
the rPvar 7510 uarne ,11 thence oat to prairie, Soath 53 degrees t iest 
10700 vnr,F,s t o  :T stakel thence Sontih 70 degrees Hest 3300 varas t o  a 

 he vara is ~1.n o ld  S:p,m;tsh lend mecsllre. It is erpivdent t o  
33 1/3 inches. 
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s t ~ . k e  axid f rom thence in direct line South 27 degrees E ~ s t  3500 vaa6 
t o  the Foad leading from S a n  Antonio to B2co&oc-hes, where sbake was 
placed. and f r o m  thence w i t h  the general course amad windings of the 
said road lendfng to ?ae,eogdochee ,l2 

!the deea f o r  the traslaaotian was delivered for regietration, May 9, 

1845, at the eourrty Clerkts Offfca, S m  Antonio, Texcs, and duly recorded 

3.n Book: C, ihabor  2 ,  on pzges 97, 98, 99, lool ilnd 101, Becord of Reeds, 

G o u t y  of Bexzr , by !hornas H. 0. S . Addicks , ~lesk. '3 

Vpon con~letion of the agreement with ~~,VCOS A. Veramendi d &x&ael 

C. Garza, Prince SoTms s e t  out to view the l a d  he had bonght. Ee rode t o  

Segui.11, where on IUch 17 ,I4 he was joined by U. Hicolaus Zi&, wlo had been 

appointed engineer for the coloIU.,15 and Jeaa von Call, the boofieeper f o r  

the emigrats,16 who were acco~qmied by thirteen members of the military 

caqpmy, whlch PrSnce Solms hnd orgnmized, Jan-= 5 ,  while in camp at; 

Agua Dulce or Chocol~ite ~ s e e l r , ~ 7  the plzce to which he b-d moved the immi- 

grants from 0::rlshaf en. Prince Solms an& his party traveled six wiles be- 

yond. S ~ g a i ~ ,  t~ some springe ~ Z o n g  the Gundalupe, where they pitchec2 cam'? 

iPur the night. During the night, to the surprise of the b ~ o u p ,  s Texas 

nartber  blew In 2nd continued to blott for mrG than a t~eele. 

Tho nax.G b y  Prlnce Solms crossed the Gu._:.dalu],e at the point where the 

m i l i t a r y  road frolrl MF,cogdcrches $0 S w l  Antonio crossed tho stream. He E m d  



that the Gu?,d:!lu:~ h . d  hi& bmks hnd t b t  the wstsr rushed over the rocks 

in hi& wmes. Imedlately ad.jacent t o  the glece of crossing, Prince 6a;Lms 

found the lend he .had purchased for the sooiety and which later became the 

core of Colnil ~ o u n t ~  .18 It was a wilderness, and albho- he traveled 

calong the strsaa f a r  five miles in an attempt t o  rer.& the "fountainsH or 

springs, he fails& t o  find them. 

On the morning of the nineteenth, two Americans, who had. been bear 

huntfag, came t o  t he  carup o f  Solms ,and took hlm to the springs wfthout 

difficulty, Ho spent; the rest o f  the day riding thraugh the region t o  

acqualnt hfmself with the terrain. He found mountains with n wide plateau 

stretching behind them, pad he saw sjigns of Indian encampments everywhere, 

bat; these dfd not make him unhappy, for he believed t b %  as 90011 a9 old 

world culture would be brought in to  the region the Indian would stay away, 

Be visualized the secl;5on, near the Comal Springs, ns an Industrial region, 

which woula be developed immediately, and he believed that the noise af the 

m i l l s  would fr ighten the Indim s o  he would leeve forever, 

Prince Solms Saw that the land he had bought was crossed by the Coma1 

Bivetr, whish a fertile prairie on its right b&f: and rul open sFace 

stretching to the damfnmt h i g h l a d  area. On the l e f t  bank of the C o d  

stretched a. rich, f o x e ~ t ;  covered bottaln land, which extended toward  the 

o e k r ,  oak, end e l m  covere& h i l l s .  These hLl3.s Prince Solas  believad 

forned a backbclae similar to the Black rarest of ~errnmy.lg 
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The Immigrant wagons traveled slowly but steadily i d a d .  When they 

reached the enst bank of the WqMupe, the stream tsaa swollen from recent 

rains, therefore, a camp site was fousd and the tents pitched f o r  an en- 

campment. By Goad $rideby, bL,?rch 21, 1845, €he f l o o d  waters had receaed 

sufficiently to mke passage to +he w e s t  bRnk yossfble,l md George Ullrich, 

a Gernan-Texan, skilfully drove the first immf grant wagon across the s ~ r e a ~ .  

Prince Solms had supplied a pulley, and this, attache& t o  the tongue o f  

the wzgon, served as a snfeey device, 

Once across the strew, Ullrfoh, follo~~ed by other drivers, &me t o  

a high cliff of the Coma1 Creek, where a, new enca~rrpment was laid ouC ,and 

mint~fned until homes had been erected, This crmp was called ~inkenbup~,3 

inhonor o f  the engineer, and becme a part of the city as s o w  as it was 

laid out. Shortly, pallisadee were constructed on three sides of the camp 

for protection; %he fourth side wes deemed snfe since I t  was a steep, he& 

10riainnl p&~&&, c& Frinzen Carl _zu Solmq 93rannf els Hezue~lich &g 
Graenb- vcrn Tiew Brawzie&, xex~$s, 1844-1845, p,  92. Hereinafter S o h a .  

2& Brnwfelser Z a i t q ,  J:%ZL. 12, 1888, p. 3, c. 3. Eerefmxfter called 
Zei t q .  

3&1ltmder-~~hrbuch der ;bleu Brr,unfelser Z e f t m ~  f x  m, p. 54. 'This 
book is  one of a serfes of 64. ppGe cgCLemd.ers published by the Zsitunq. The 
thirty-sirbh edition appeared in 1943, a d  because of paper shorteges &wing 
World I h r  11 none h:tva 'been fssued since, EereinnfEer referred t o  as $ 2 ~ 1 ~ -  
der m, - 
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cliff. 3efore a week had passed, thirty-one fmigrant WF&O~B had arrived 

a t  Zinksnbrmg, m d  the other half of  the i m a i g r a n t  s were expected t o  

-rive any dw.4 

Vjhile the colonists were encamped at Zirtlrenb~mg, some L i p m  Indians, 

m o n g  them Chief Castro, came t o  visit Prface Solms m& offered their 

friendship to the colonists. The Lipan Chief drank wine and ate German 

cookies, while Prince Solms smoked the peace ptpe wfth his  v i s i t o r .  Later, 

when the oolonists me% these Indians o r  a hP,wEeeyed, blEok-headed Delawwe 

tribesaw in the forest, they rimed a friendly head ,a& the Indian q u i o k l ~  

disEtPpeared;5 but to insure t h e i r  s~fety the colaniste org~sized a military 

campany of rlflemerz m d  one of artillery. They k s ~ t  a sentry an the alert 

at %he entrace t o  Zinkenburg, both day and night. Fortunat;el;y, the Indims 

never attaoked tihe settlement, although in October,184Sr two oitizsns of 

the aonlmunity, Captain 3s'. Vrede, and h is  companio~, Oscar Clmen, lost 

thels lives t o  the Indians near Manchaoa S ~ r i n g s ,  while they were enroute 

from Austin t o  Hew Braunfels. 6 

\Chile the s e t t l e r s  arrengad the  s%ockade, Prince Solms continue& t o  

explore the countryside. He decided t o  locate the citadel on the dominant 

c l i f f  of the area, a d  nnmed this hill the ~ e r e i n s b e r ~ ,  ft was southeast 

of the c a q  nnd had a profuse growth of e l m  t rees .  Prince Solms gave 
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orders for the construction of the fort, and a155 directed Mr. Zfnk t o  BWeY 

the land immediately and lay out the town below the ~ereineberg .8 After 

the town had been la id  out the citizens drew lots for the half-aore plots 

of ground that the society gave t o  each head of a family and t o  each Yo- 

man over seventeen years of age, The area awronnding the t o m  was l a l d  

out into ten sore farms f o r  which the citizehs also drew lota.9 

Hew problems arose as soon as the lottery had been held. Some citi- 

zens were diesatisfied with the land they received bec;r,uae they expected 

the 320 mres per famlly and 160 acres per ummrisd man, which hail been 

promised them, if they settled on the Bisher grant. These sold bheitr 

emall holding8 for a, song and blamed Prinoa Solms for: their 

Others believed they sbould find farms Rnd manors awaiting them, w i t h o u t  

having t o  produes them out of the wilderness, Such individuals complained 

that they would have stayed in Xurops, if they had real1 zea they wauTh 

have to work in ~merice.L1 Those people who were willfng to work were 

anxious to cut timber for their homes, for the cool, rnoiat March weather 

made them dasilre mare shelter t h m  the tents yet Prfnce Solms 

was impatient t o  have the soci s t y  buildings erected before constrvc t ion 

of private dwellings began. The mztter of clearing l m d  for garden plots 

nnd fields was also essentia,l. M n n y  of the pioneers re,dized tha* food 

wouLd be scarce the next winter, and If sweet yotatoes a d  corn were not 
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planted before the season was too f ~ r  advanced, they could. not be h m e s t e d  

in the fall. In spite  of the anxiety to start t h e i r  homes and f~.ms, the 

fort, which was merely a log cabin, was stmted. The cornerstone was laid 

with much pomp a d  ceremony, April 28, 1845, md Prince SoLms named the 

fo r t ,  llSophienbnrgp "in honor of Lady Sophia, his sweetheart, aad t o  the 

town he gave the name llWew Braunfels,Iq in commemoration of his native 

home, Breunfels , Germcmy. l3 

Prince Salms issued his last officid. report, April 30. He had learned 

that John 0, Meusebach, the newly appointed c~mr~iissioner general, who would 

replace him, had arrived in Hew Orleans and he expected h i m  i n  New Bramfels 

shortly. Ee conplainad to the sociaty that  the m~gazfne was so poorly 

constructed that it wae only aa inferior barrsoks with a l e e  roof. The 

constant; rains had spotiled four wagon loa,ds of cornmed that were stored 

i n  i t .  He a l s o  oomplafned that the society would sustain gxeaC expense due 

to the tineffiaiency of the colonists. He reported that Meu~ebach~s letter 

had been postmarked in %ew Orleans, April 6, therefore, he plmned to leave 

the settlement, Esky 15, for Boston, 1-kssechusette, t o  take passage on June 

15, for x ~ 0 ~ e , l 4  

It is easy t o  understend that l i f e  in Texne had some unpLeas~ntnees 

f o r  Prince Solms. First, some colonists were &tan-?pointed with the small 

lcmd grants, second, a far saounhrela were in tihe group rmd caused much 

trouble, third, still others, particularly the better element, realized 

that Prince Solms wished t o  m a k e  tihe colony dependent on G e r m .  They 
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h e w  that he opposed nmexation of T e ~ s  to the United States, whereas 

they cherished the opportunity t o  be free cit2zens of the Uaftsd Statee, 

These citizens probably offended theis leader, April 28, 1845@ ,and thus 

hastenred his degmture from Tems, \bhfle Prince SoLmra raised the flag of 

Austria the So~hienburg, the patriots raised the stars a d  s t r ipes ,  on 

& f lagyole,  i n  the town belaw.I5 

With the a r r i v a l  of John 0, Meusebach, the morde  of the settlers im- 

proved. Although t h e  society failed Bo sen6 e n o w  supplies generd con- 

ditions were better. Thass citizens, who h d  auffioient funds, could 

always got -plenty t o  sq.t at the restaurati of a l.2rs. Holalmny or at that 

of "der dickw IYIadasn~t, for there was plenty o f  geme - venison, turkey, 

& W e ,  and snipe were always avsilnble Go the good huntex. %ose who had 

l i t t l e  mneg and f a i l e d  t o  bag the gamex6 hRd more trouble to feed thew 

selves. Y e t  €hag were a,ble t o  catch fish i n  the Oomnl end Gundalupe, crab 

or crayfish in the Coml  Craek, ,and a Lfnd of clam in the Guad&Iu?e. water 

cress and "purslmefl were avr , i l~ ,b l s  f o r  s~Ja,ds, mustang g r q e s  f o r  -preserves, 

je l l ies ,  ,and wine. Other wild fraits, such. as, p e r s i ~ m o ~ s ,  plms,  cherries, 

agaritas, sad the ps,a or fmlt  of the cwetus, cou ld  be used for preserves 

o r  eaten fresh. Xjaturally the i m a f g ~ m t e  had t o  get acwin ted  with theee 

products before they could use t ~ e a b . ~ 7  

The housing problem, lilae t h o  food problem, was solved f a i r l y  early. 

The first l ag  house in town was built 'by the Beverend L. C. Br~endberg, 
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while the first f o r m  house to be conpleted belonged to M o l ~ h  ~ e d e m e ~ e r , ~ ~  

The immigrants who arrived in $lay, l i k e  FIermavul Seele cnd his frienb, %fn- 

rich ~esbst,lg ,znd all those who arrived in July, were given town lobs,20 

on which they baflt houses. By Ghistmas, some of the late arrlivals and 

most of the origiml settlers had conqlehed Cheir homes nad were enjoying 

$he light and wmth 02' their own hearth.21 

In 1B46, there was retrogressf on zs well RB improvement in the colony, 

for the Fdap with Wexico cawed of the Smnigrants, who arrived in the 

s;)ring of the ye+-, t o  be stranded at the cowst for lack 09 transportation. 

While fn the aosst region, due to the  poor housing, 1nadequrz.te food md 

water supylies, they contr~cted diseases, which they brought wfl th them -t;o 

new Braunf e l s ,  where they becme n, burden to the old sa t t l e r a .  They caused 

the colony to look  like n vast bospitel, full of the sick sad dying, and 

i n  a few fnst;mces uaused o ~ i g i m l  settlers %o become ill. Duflng these 

trying months, the socie'cy. antissly discontinued ratfoning provisions, 

a d  some P a ~ i l i e e  suffered from lack 09 balnnced d . i e t .  It w a s  not un- 

usw2 for the tokm to b,ve three burials per 

However, by 13faTchy1847, conditions Bad Inproved a d  the following 

oitizezls of Goml Q o u t y ,  nine of them merchants or off icers  of the Vsrein, 

20~eelo, ,& Short Siretoh, p. 4. 

2heita,  ~BBY 22,  1895, y . 1, c ,6. 

22%eele, Shcrt 6ketch, p. 5 .  
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the rest government officials, artisans, <cmd f e~ners ,  published a state- 

ment in the h2veston I'TeeUy Beys t o  tell about the iqroved condf~ions:~3 

Adolph Vlsdemeyer 
ChrlstoS Iruentzel 
hJ!!,ur Zuent zs2 
.Angt~st Forke 
Jdtus Eellner 
2, W, Spscht 
Theodore Xoester, 24. 3.  
hawig 141 ttendorf 
Julius Benvrert 
3, H. Seele 
L, C. Ervendborg, clergyman2& 
Von Iwoaski 
Z *  It* !&amae 
J ~ n o l d  Caw$ Henckel 
F. Dotter 
Eenry Hesler 
J. L. IIenne 
X. von Hartz 
John R ,  lfbn 
Mossa Campbell 
i!. R. klalssi 
Isaac Scot t  
V. Seekaiize 
(The P d l y  latex droppsB the fina3. L'e." This partleulz~? *. 

SaeZratz secured the cop2ee of Prince S ~ 3 r n % ~ s  reports t o  the Societg 
for the Proteation of Qermarr. ~ ~ ~ ~ t s , )  

B,  W ,  Day 
fit.'lad. Eeldeneyer 
W, Bsmer, M,D. 
l e l ix  A. V , Bluecher 
Theodore St;sr"zing 
3, f i i e t i i ez  v, Zmxy 
0 .  H. Oarstediek 
Ferdinand ~tntkhslrne~~~ 

They mentioned that thefr purpose in pu'I>lishing a signad statenienB 

O'Vlktor Brscht, & m, p.  92. The book wEs translated from 
the German by ChwPas F r d c  Schmidt, Professor af History, Blinn Nemorinl 
College, Brenktm, Terns, copyrlghB 1931, lBaylolr Prinking Company, S,?s An- 
t o n i ~ ,  Texas. 
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was t o  give Im~i f laa t s ,  who wished to join the I$@\@ B r a m f e L s  settlement, 

a chmca to  ~nrry out their -plena .z6 They urged such imigrants not t o  

remain in the lowlands of %he s t z t e ,  where the c2ima. t~  was unsultabla for 

Europeans, They stressed that the prosperi.t;;y of the c o m i t y  imgresseh 

one, tzhen the ; & r " ~ ~ t *  that the town had been In existence such a short time, 

was tdren into conaideratfon. The extension of streets and the replac* 

ment of the log huts by more dmable pad more oonrfortable homes were evf- 

dence or9 improvement. Lfing hones were surrounded by beautiful, well kept 

gardens, liumsroua new housss were being built each month in town and on 

the farms a&jaceat t o  the town. 

There was a d e m d  for mechanics ,md artisms of all kinds, *These 

were earniw good salaries a d  rrwy more than were available a o d d  find 

anployment In the community, without fmpalring the chances af a l l  f o r  a 

comfaxtiable llving. EJew Br8,nnfola offered provisions of a l l  Icinds fo r  

sale. %eg were 02 high qnalf.ty an& cheaper thnn in moat &her ?arts 0.9 

15mer9cn. &en the products Chat were transported from tha coast t o  the 

interior were cheap as compared t o  the prtces paid. for wtfcles of hone 

:1ro6u~t;ion a&& the wags scale f o r  artisans. The c o ~ m n l t g  had seven or 

eight stores thr7.t were owned by respectable merchants, therefore, scarcity 

of provisioas, such as had occurred two y ~ s . z s  onrlier,  was not poeslble,  

Health wsd snni tary condttione were f;"morqdble i n  the c o m u k t y  . 2? 

Two eqerienaed physicfans sand two phar~m~cists ware avsilrzble, O P ~  there- 

fore, the sick could expect batter medical attention then in any other 
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Texas t o m  o f  equal size. There were e l s o  several b~Jreries  that fup~llsbed 

good breEd ?ad n brewery % k t  Rrmished beer. 

By 1847, the lead values in the r e g i ~ n  frpd tncreasett t o  two  or three 

dollczrs per acre, since t h e  l a d  was very ferbfle if was ansily put 

under cdtilvetioa, islare important than the fertllifiy of the s o f l ,  was the 

location of the settlement on the road f rom h s t f n  t o  Sm Antonio,  which 

mde Rew Brauafels a reedy market for all kinds of produce, and a desirable 

place t o  live. 

Tna subdivis5on of a league of land near :Jew Brcanfels, formerly the 

property of Albert C. Rorton, Eieutsnmt-Governor of l e ~ . ~ ,  1845-7, far  

homesites, was another sign of growth and prosperity. The bes t  evfdence 

t o  refute envious and distorted tales PnbouZ; the oonditiona of the colony 

was the fact tha,t a considerable number of Arlctriaans nrmd old 2 e x e ~ s  ha4 

recently set %Zed in the ns5ghborPlood,28 

The  fortunes of the comimify had increased, by 1850, t o  laclude a 

ferry zcross the Bu,~tdtAupe, which could not be crossed t r i t h o l ~ t  one during 

flood tide.29 %a was astounded thct  the town hnd neat shops of artisans, 

and r~p-nyy S ~ Q F Q S  ;?ad hones, vrllen tho fact ,  th2.t it was only five years old, 

was ~ e c a l l e i t .  30 

293&rbucjh &g 187, p. 26. %%IS is 
one of the series of 64~;:~s haolrlets p~rblislisd by the Z e i . b u . q ,  h t  called 
Jahrbuch rather th:m Kxlender ar Kalender-dG&ebuch. Tl?e word Erz2ender was 
droppsd in 1925 a l l  cdeniters, 1925-43, inclusive, if used. as refer- 
ences in %his paper w f l l  hereinafter be referred t o  as Jjhrbuc4 w I t h  Che 
appropriate date . 
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CKAPTrn IV 

COLii'1iITi41 'PIES IlXAR m! BUUi?XFEXS 

T h e  settlement opened on the, Hortcln Lease ,  1846-7, knom as 

 ort ton town,' in honor of the original owner. It extended along tha east 

bank o f  the Gu&,lupe and soon beeme a prosperous C o i ; ~ ~ i t y ,  however, at 

the  tixile it was being settled the lrnd was a p m t  of Guhlupe G o u t y  

r:%tker than @om& County. L i k e  the aioneers  fn T%ew Brp,unfels, the Zorton- 

towners believeil in  c u l t f ; ~ ~ b  and soon erected a frme church, a d  a school- 

hoasa of LimasCone blocks. 

A s  kime passed t h e  c i t izens  o f  Hortontown becane a w s e  of their dig- 

t ~ a c e  f r om Seguin, the  county seat of Guzdslq2e C o u t r ,  and the diffl ic~xl- 

ties they  encountered when cal led for jury servico. They R ~ S O  realized, 

t h e l r  nearness t o  Sew 13r&miE"els a d  the trade sdvmt?.ges osen t o  then 

t h e r e ,  s o  they called a meeting, EJovembsr, 1855, in which ik. J. Voelcker, 

one  of thei r  group, urzs chosen to csrry a pe t i t i on  t o  Austin to reruest 

9 nnnexa t ion t o  Coma1 County. -- 
?his ~vish WRS ~ r e n t e d  in 1858, when the leg is la ture  o f  Texas tr~ns- 

f e r r e d  Bortontown and. Nsighborsville, ,480 a Guadaluge County settlenent 

nep-r H e w  Brzunfels, to C o x ~ i l  County, and taok part  of the northern 

1 ~ o r t 2 o i 2 .  af  Oom%l County to create B l m c o  County. 1Sew ~rzunfels citizens 

l ~ e r e i n n n  SARI.A, A Short Sketch, 1 , .  6 .  

2 ~ e i t w ,  Ifov. 23, 1855, p. 2, c. 4, 

3~&rbuch_ 1939, p. 64. 

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle



Shortly before se t t l e r s  moved ink0 the brtontown c o m i t y ,  others 

ha,& moved west o f  town up the srslleg of Coml Creek, and those w h o  were 

Just e~riving: f rom Burope purobnsed lots an the east banlc of the C o m d  River, 

where Rafael C, k r z a  la id  oat Comal ~own.4 A t  appoximatelg the erne time 

famis were be- laid out at Mace Syrings, aad a% Mission vdley,5  with the 

Spiess, Uetzel, -Meger, Groas, Lam, and &kine families settling at the 

former, and the fc?glilies o f  II. Kessler, J, Breuher, E,  Diets, Bremer,  

Xkppmeger, Foerater ,  Wdzem, Boehm, Saeller, Stastz, r i d  Xendall starting 

rmches at the l a t t e r .  

In Danvilla, at the eight mile creek, such families as the Schuette, 

Ercrt,haus, Riefkohl,  and El.aus opened farms, while a few miles away J. E. 

Brernar, aad the SehaePer, Hierholzer, lfennel, ,md Jams families established 

khe~~selves. In 18L@, the rne~ohants, E1er@son and Eessler, a r w e d  a farm 

at 3-hrientW, and. soarh there~.fter P a d f  moved to Jneobethal. Along: the 

upper waters of the Olbolo Creek f a m a  were being settled by Sehulnieier, 

Pieper, Voges , Rompel, Vogel, and Wehe brotlzers, Bosrsterr, and Eoch; while 

in 1847, Sisterdsle was startad br N. Zirk and the H o l e k a q  family. By 

18501 i t  extended ! t ts  bound~zy lines t o  include the fzlrns of Behr, Degener, 

After the C, Bremer fsrnily sektled at R u f f d o  Spring in  1848, sane 

other aet t lers  moved UP ~40% the west b a d e  af the kadalupe. Among these 

settlepa were the Eunz, Teusch, B;lsexs,  ad llleinhms femiliea, while 

stfll further up the r iver  the f,anilies o f  Snith, C~.lhoun, Artzt, Bose, 
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Coexs, end Heffter settled. 

B, Snitljsan was the first settler in Smithson's Valley, but he was 

soon joined by R .  Busoh, 0. Kuehn, Ctroeneclce, Gass, Spcqenberg, Loeifler, 

ETillert, Seegara, ,and C, Ohlriab; while the Demijohn Bend bec~me %he horns 

of the Pastermuehl m d  C.  Baetge families. At a still greater disthnce 

from Bew 3raWels, along the west bank of the Guaddqe lived Elmend~xf, 

Gabriel Bemmler, Scherz, and Esser. At; Honey Creek, Hans von Speeht 

settledl o a  the west b d c ,  while J~aes Renderson osd Jowers sattled on the 

east bank abauk 3.950; m d  the f irst  German to move to Spring Branch in 

1852, was Diectrich ICnibbe, Later he was jolnad by 0. Kriegner, TT. Home, 

end Peter Imhof, and nearer t o  the new road t o  Fredericksbwg, the L. Idillke 

family settled. The road was of great interest t o  the C o z 1 ~ 1  County ciltizens 

sinoe it had been laid out by the county before the north portion of the 

county. wae cut off to  make 3lmco6 an~d Kenbl l  CouolCiea. 

Before Blanco and $en&dl Counbies were created, settlements had been 

started on the Little Blanco md Qwryts Creek, \,rhore Judge b'. C Jones 

established h5mselPt and at Rdbscca Creek, where C. Elbal lived on the 

east bank o f  the creek c ~ d  Snttler, Fischer, ssnd Engel on the west  bank.7 
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C m z R  V 

SCHOOLS 

The pioneers believed in educ9,tion d wasted no time in orgmizing 

a school for their chfldren. In Less than five months after thefr arr ival  

at Be%! Br~~unfels, they opened the first German-Xnglish school west o f  the 

Colorado. B e y  engaged Bir. H e m a i n  Seele, n l o c ~ l  cft izen,  as teacher. 

He opened the school soon after six oqclock i n  the morning, August 11, 

1845. Om his w,zg Lo the school gsouflds, he stopped at the home of Pastor 

Ervendberg to discuss %he plms f o r  the morning, because the school. waa 

sponsortid by  the German Yrobestaat Ohurch, and classes were condnctea 

under the same grove of trees thet the services of the church were held 

on S ~ d ~ s .  

\Then a. Seele arrlved ab the school grounds, he was greeted by the 

f i f teen  children who were to  be the  After greeting the children, 

be started classes. He was pleased with their ability a d  attentiveness. 

He instructed them enthusiastically en arithmetic, reading, pnd observa- 

tion or perception. In  the rezding class the pupils used wh8,tever Geman 

readers they hsd brought from the oLd country, nnd lbebsterts snelling baok 

f o r  their  ! ? ~ l I s h  ~eading. The arithmetic class consisted mostly of mental 

arithmetic because only a few slates had v r i  thstood the ocean Journey md 

the t r i p  inlami. The children, who were fortunate enough to have a slate, 

maae crayons from blue cl~y, which they cut fron the c l i f f s  along the C o d  
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gad Guadzlu~e Rivers. A hezvy plmk l a id  across riles, which were driven 

into the ground, served the older pupils as desk to write at or  as c bench 

to siB on, as the occasion p~esented  itself. 

A t  eight o'clock, o r  a f t e r  the chlldren h~,d  been in school two haws, 

they enjoyed a recess, They tumbled on the grass or p l w e d  "hide sad go- 

seek. '' FPlley E J E ~ ~ E I ~  tad their h8,rQ appetites by enting fresh combread 

with c o l d  beefste,& ,?ad as a t i t b i t ,  they ge,thered some of the Sru5.t. from 

i ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ b y  trees - the Zittila red cheeked cherries, ,and the yellow mealy 

!,lexfmn berr ies ,  

After reoess clesses were reamed. Tho surrounding countryside 

of fsred subject matter for the elass in observatf on, When the 8- got 

high in %he sky, the pupils nrad teacher noved t o  a shz.dier spot and. sn4 

fa u clrcle in the grass to aontfnue the le~sans.2 The hours passed hm'- 

riedly ELXI& the class i n  observation olosed with.  a paem, which w a s  in one 

of the readers, a d  whf& the children memorrzed ~pfckly:  

O w3e herrlfch, o wit:  schaen 
1st es 112 die Schae  gehn! 

A t  ten ofolock the children were dismissed f o r  the b y .  The teacher 

walke8 with them tot?,zrd the pastor's home t o  lea,-we his report, and then 

hurried home t o  cook his noon meal. 

The sahool days that followed were sonetilnes i n t e r q t s d  by $he arrival 

of wagon traina from the cozst  wtth food other nocessftfea. When these 

a.rt icles were rationed t o  %he c i t i z ens ,  school dasmisaed f o r  the d ~ y  so the 

child~en could go t o  the corrilissary t o  get the rations t h e i r  parents were 

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle



entitled to .  '175.18 teacher, wbo w;l,s s young; bachelor, d s o  fiad to g e t  his 

provisions3 because his  sa lsy  f o r  teaahing consisted ya r t l y  of tuition, 

f i f t y  cents ?er pupil per aonth a d  paid by the patrons, m d  partly of 

rations frorn the society, The latter were equivalent to afght &ollass 

ner month. 4 

More exciting thm the interruptions caused by the arrival of the 

wagon t r a i n s ,  wsre those occasioned by the calves swklfng the oows i n  the 

pasture, after several families were able t o  haye milch cows. \%en th is  

happened the chtldsen were germitted to Leme ~lchosl  t o  drive the calves 

home and pen 3hem.S Thls dlsturbmce came t o  an end viCh the completion 

of the church for the school was then moved into the building, 

The conunissioaers court agrced, Bebrmry 20, 1849, t o  have the four 

Laaagues of school land, that the county was entitled to, surveyed.6 After 

m m y  delwr?;, Andrew B e l l  Burlesoa, a smeyor from Trmis County, was en- 

gz,,ged ri.n ;hy, 1852.7 t o  e m e y  three md one-half lesgues of land, with 

water and timbsr, and one-half league within the county.8 By September, 

1853, the nacessnry patents f o r  the land wsre oblained.9 

As the county school. l ~ n d  was b e i x  acquired, the citizens of  Mew 

Bri?,ufela begm to dfsoues tho possibility o f  securing a progressive city 

~ c h o o l .  On February 17, 1853, at the ofty council meeting a cormnittee 

~ o , ~ ~ ~ I  Cowtp Oailmissionere Court i4inutes-, Vol. A, p .  51. lIareinafter 
called &inut,as. 

?&i&&., p. 165. 8g&$.. p. 168. 9 ~ , ,  p. 246. 
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was selected t o  draw n~ a plaa for a school pad preaent Tt at t h e  next 

c i ty  council mee%ing. This comit$ee consisted of Oonrad Seabnugh, Julius 

Zggeling, and tJ. V. Fergusori, dl members uf the cameiX. A p1,a.n was are- 

sented t o  the  council at i t s  next meetiag but action was cleferred until 

Ap)ril 4, when in rewar city oouacil mestlng the pxopcsoed p l w  was re- 

vised and. adopted. l?'ttve oPtizens were chosen by secret b a l l a t  t o  same 

RS trustees, 

The schobl plm ws.s handed t o  Mr. Bmenrlberg, a trustee, for further 

revfsi0~.1~ ALL members of the board were present st the first session, 

9 ,  1853. Pk. F. Moveau ssmed 8s s e a r ~ t a y ,  cad L. C. Srvendbexg, 

prseided. ma revised c;onstituCion vw.8 read and donhed,ll Since it ue,s 

believed one hundrea d a l l a s  per r e a r  w o a d  be furnished by the state 

tseesury, it was agreed t o  charge n monthly tuPtlon of twenty-five t o  

f i f t y  cents per pupil. A c ~ m i t t e e  was ~~ppo in t sd  t o  find out how m u c h  

maney could be raised by private subscrlption,12 

!&en the board me% <%gin, July 2.1, 1853, S t  Pound %ha% I t  could. expect 

t o  have seven hwdred ninety-ae~en dolla,rsr and fifty cents o,vai l~~ble  fax 

the school year nnd planrmed t o  engage ttm teachers. The applicants for the 

teaching positions were required go paas exasninnnt5.0zs given by the board 

of educntilon;l3 md acoordinglg, i5r. He4mich Guenther znd Mr. Adolf 

lo~ahrbwh 1943, p . 48. 

ll~eituaq, Frlay 13, 1853, p. 2, c. 2. 

l*Ib-&&, M a y  20, 1853, p. 2, c. 2. 

131bld,. , July 22, 1853, .B. L, a .  6 .  
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Sch3-meus were certified to $each the upper and the lower grades respectively. 

School opened. October 3 ,  Each teacher had t o  subdivide his group because 

more than sifctj. children of different ages registered for olsoses, 'ka 

weekly slchedule,~umounced for the lower pades in both German and English 

9 hours reading and writing 
6 how9 arithmetic 
2 hours n~?twe study 
4 hams geography and history 
1 hour s t o r y  telling 
1 hour g r w w  
2 hours singing 

For the higher grades the schedule include&: 

4 hours grammar 
2 hour5 practice coqos i t ion  or them writing 
2 hours reading andl t;ranslstian 
5 hours English 
3 hours arithmetia 
2 hours wt 
2 hours eiXingl4 

By December the schools were  ell organized. The citeesns were elated 

because Coml County recetved. two hundred nlnetg dol la rs  from the ~ t a , t e ,  and 

with the subscriptions from the c l t y  government end private c i t i zens ,  t h i s  

g m e  them ovar eight hundred dollars to conduct the school. They a l s o  re- 

jofced thsts four years hence the State of Tews would probably have the 

The thonghtful ctit;fzsns beliteve& i t  would be possible t o  Interest 

other fm~il ieg t o  oome t o  l i v e  i n  the coannulity, 19 New Brausfels had good 
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sohools, They also believed t h ~ t  good school would provide culture that 

would be a bless- t o  the gmwth and development of the United stater.16 

'Fhe d e ~ i r ~ b i l i t y  of  ha~ lng  a G e r m  teacher for the lower gm&es was &la- 

cussed. Since the yo- children did not aders tand ths Ezglfsh 1-0, 

it bras decided to hire a G e r m  teacher for them, but t o  hire an Bnglish 

teacher for the olaer pupils. The resaon f o r  t h i s  was that individuals 

of G e r m  deacant rmely pranouncs and enunciate Engliah correctly, and. 

since English i s  the rnoQher tongue of the United States, it was deemed es- 

sential to have the childran taught that 1-ge by the best teacher that 

could be prov~ded.17 

A county board of school ~omissioaers w a s  organized, 2-farah 25, 1854, 

under an act  of tha legislature o f  T O I L ~ S ~ ,  enti t led ItAn Act  tu Establish EI 

System of Soho~ls.~ This board divided the county into f o m  sohool d i s t r i c t s .  

Diatrict  One - Tbe carparation limits of New Bramfels, with 
the exception of  the part  of the city lying above and north of the 
Coml Springs. 

Distr ict  Wa - Come1 Town, Smithson's Valley, the WFco Springs 
settlement ,and all settleclents adja..cent to  the comty road from 
Goml Town t o  Smitheronts Valley, 

Pis t r i c t  Three - Slle Vogel settlement, Iram the county l i n e  md 
southwesb Limits t o  the corporation md thence to Cibolo, thence to 
the old  2rederickabwg road, $0  the corporation l i m i t s  of New Bram- 
f e l s ,  I t  was t o  include all settlemenla between the lines and limits. 

Distr loi i  B o w  - R11 the remainiag- par t  olS the county .la 

A t  the M a y  meeting of the school commissioners, C. B, Patton, chair- 

rtw of a cotxnittea from District  Pour, prosenkd a report 0% s meeting 
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held within the distriot, which requested that District  3our  be subdivided, 

The request was granted and hence the dietticts were t o  be known ws Four, 

Five, ~ix,l9 Seven, and Eight, c ~ d  the Chief Justiae was ordered t o  ca l l  

elections f o r  school trustees in each of these dfatr ic ts .  

The b o w d  of trnatees agreed to keep the city sahool, which had grown 

rapidly, open twelve months of the year.20 It deuided that It&. Church, one 

of the treachers, should Peach all the Englfsh classea. Adolf Sohlameus, 

mother teacher, should conduut the re?ding classes in the two lower grades. 

Jle should a l s o  teach ~xfthmetic, geography, snd history i n  a11 grades, The 

third teacher, Mr. Z, U. Bcrltz, should teach Oermn penmanship ,ad German 

rezding i n  the hfgher gmdes, and grammar, n ~ t u r e  study, singing and art 

in el l  the graderr, A l l  pupfls were to report for the new tern, Jmupfy 2, 

18.55, at nine o'clock i n  the morning, t o  the Germem Protestwt  Church, 

where the classes would again be conducted.21 

In October,1855, it wns decided that the children should have two  

months vacation dwing the year, The two months were to be divided into 

short vacations of several d2ys and given nt different seasons of the gear. 

X t  was further ?greed th8.t ench child must pay tuiCion f o r  each month that 

the school was in  progress, even though the child attended orily one or two 

weela of a month.22 

Tbe New B~amife ls  School uontinued t o  progress i n  1856. The state 

lgbf.inatas, Pol .  B, p. 7, 

7-.20&&,&g, Dac, 1, 1854, P. 2, c- 1. 

211bid,, Dec. 29,  1854, p. 3 ,  0 .  5 .  

2 2 ~ . ,  Oct. 12, 1855, P. 3* c .  4. 
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had passed a law, February 4, which permitted Bhe trustees of ezch school 

district to hold an electlon t o  tas the patrons a specific sum for school 

purposes,23 The comt granted the s e p s t s  of Wet1 Braunfels and District 

TWO to assess a tax for school purposes and ~rdersd the tax assessor-collec- 

t o r  to collect the tax for the nfne months beginning, April 1, 1856, 

endily, December 31, 1856 .24 The beet evidence of progress was the 

3re.nfels Acadeay, the first school building af the cominUity, which was 

dedfcated under the dfrection of 3. A. Staehely, one of the trustees, on 

April 1, 1856.~5 In Jnly the trustees annomoed that no Eaddftionsl pupils 

could be enrolled in the Mew Bra~nf 61s Academy until, October 1, because 

the clitesss were too The crowded ~ond3.t ion lead t o  the c o n s t w -  

tlon of a rock aadftioa, 22' x m ' ,  on the north side of the original 

building, 2'7 

iblawhile, changes were being; made in the school districts wiehin the 

county, The FJaeo Springs c o i ~ i ~ y  pad t h e  Sm?tthsonfs Valley se t t le rs  pe- 

titioned the conmissioners court to be separc,ted from District Two, and to 

be germitted to set up their own school precincts, These petitions were 

granted. The new sohool prscincts, District Efina and Diatrict Ten, were 

organized . 28 

23&eitw7., Beb, 22, 1856, p.  2,  c .  6 .  

2$~linnteI, Vol ,  3, pp. 174-5. 

25~eitun~, Apr. 11, 1056, p. 3, a .  2. 

2 6 ~ .  , 9irl. LC, 1856, p. 3 ,  c. 4. 

Z?Ib-i&., Oct,  31, 1856, p. 4, c. 1. 
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On February 5, 1858, the l e g i s l a t a r e  of Texas incorporated the Haw 

13r~.unfels Academy f o r  twenty y e a s ,  29 <and k x c h  6,  1879% i t  renewed the 

law.30 After the school was inoorporated,  the coolmissioners court  ap-- 

pointed three school exminers, George W. ~ e n d a l l , 3 ~  Hemam Seele, sad 

Perdinand Lindheimer. On August 17, they appcsnred in oourt and took the 

oh th of off ice as sahool examiners. 32 

By l'ovember, 1861, aeven sohool df s t r ic ts  i n  the county had. an enroll- 

ment of 575 pupila end these were divided in the following manner: 

The Fiew Brtmnfe2.s Acedemy 311 
O o d  Creek (~erdinand EJehl s , teacher 73 
Hortontown (3. A ,  Kypfer, teacher) 61 
Oibolo (A. Schlameus, tencher) 29 
Carnal Town ( 5 .  biergale, t aecher ) 50 
'Wac0 Springs (u. He&, teacher) 31 
Gu.~.d.alup Settlemen* (3 ,  Bose, teacher) 2033 

An interesting feature of the Academy was the school examination, as 

conducted publicly, March 28, snd 29, 1867.34 The exe-nlinations for the 

four th  and f i f t h  gro,aes, t h e  two youngest groups of children because grade 

names were the reverse of the l a t e r  system, consisted o f  t e s t s  i n  e,rithmetic, 

oral re~,diag in both the English and German Imguage, in spe&:lng English, 

and singing. The exernin~tions for the third grftde included translwtion 

from the English la,ngunge into the  G e r m .  The second grade was t e s t e d  in 

arf t h e t i c ,  in rending English and Germo,n, in trsnsl:>tion, i n  German g;mmnlas, 

and i n  nature study; while the first grade was tested i n  mathematics, espe- 
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ciclly cube root a d  tdgebra, in Sngli~h reading and t r ~ ~ l a t i o n ,  i n  geog- 

rSo11y, in grarma,  in physics, and in history i n  both the E w l i s h  d the 

G e r m  l a w a g e .  On these hqys, exhibih of cLaligrec?phy p s d  dr~wing were 

a , r t i s t ice l ly  armged along the w5lls of the classrooms. r3n Sa, turhy 

morning, tJarc7rch 30, the pupils of the three up-per g r ~ d e a  rendered a program 

of d e c l n ~ i m t i ~ n ~  and songs, 35 

A mass meeting was c-dled by the trustees of the hew Braanfels Academy, 

June 22, 1873, t o  discuas the problem brought about by %he new school law.36 

The la,w had been passed by the thirteenth legislature d had closed dJI 

public, free schools, June 1, by withholding funds. The l o c d  citizens de- 

cided t o  ~gnin conduct the Aoademy as they had 'oefore the public f r e e  

school w?s organized by the atate.37 The pupils registered on PPfonday, June 

3'J9 a d  clasees started, July 1, with five te~chers  i n  charge. The s m e  

textbooks were used t h ~ t  had 'been used in the public free school. !bit ion 

f o r  the pupils was one dollar m d  twenty-five cents per month for $ha three 

i?.dvc~nced group ~ n d  one dollar per month f o r  the two lower grougs.3 8 

The children wern never burdened with the problems of  the school. The 

p~ronts nncoza%*age& them $0 be &ppy 2nd cLtrefree9 a d  a-ranged special en- 

Gertafmlent fo r  then!. Eexljf i n  the history of itew Bramfals, the school 

sponsored a mssqusrade during Shrove Tide and a picnic later in the ~ear.39 

The masquerkxde has au-rvived f o r  mare tbm a h b e d  years but has been 

352eitw;, Apr. 5 ,  1867. 1). 3 9  cm 2- 

3 6 ~ .  , 2Q, 1873, P. 2, c *  6 .  

3 7 ~ .  , 2TS 1873, 33. 2 ,  C *  2 -  
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c L . e d  in V PespeCts t o  make it sirn5la t o  a &y fete, and the picnfa 

bas been discontinued as an affair f o r  the whole school a d  Bas becone an 

event f o r  speoial groups, such as, a alaas or a club,m 

The citizens of GoraaX County not o n l y  belf  eve& in educatf on for their  

olrn chilben but were faterested in schools far all children. When Callahan 

County desi red 60 orgrznizs sohosls, CoHlal County, which amad soboal land 

with%a OallahaJz County, resolved through Its commissioners c m t  K t o  give 

an& gr,mt unto *he County Judge QP Gdlahan. Connty ead Ma awcessars in, 

office, f o r  public frse e c l ~ o o ~  puqoses four acres of Isnh ... known as part 

of Survey 140. 181. "41 A.gaf n, in 1894, when Coleman County pet ibiorred the 

cofimlissioners court to sell e certain parcel of 1m& to that county for 

school purposes the oourt, granted %he y e t i t i o n .  It ordered the land sold 

f o r  one doll= par acre md anthorizsd t h e  County Judge t o  execute a deed 

t o  said land t o  the Couney Judge of Coleman Connty ,and hie successore i n  

office, f o r  public free school awposes,42 

The i4ew Brrturtfels Schools oontinued to grow, so in 1884, the Acadeny 

was renovated and enl~r~ed.43 A two room brick building was added as a 

high school ,Ind z fx,a,me building was rented for school purposes, u n t i l  a 

bond elect ion i n  1913,44 made it possible to erect a new school buildiw, 

Unfortune.t;ely the new buflding wets pla~ed on the site of the o ld  A c ~ ~ c a m y  

a n d  mde it  necessmy t o  t e r n  dawn this historic bu~lding.~S 

4 0 ~ a c t ~  lcnown Lo the writer xs n. cit;tzen of l?ew Br8,mfels. 
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Ten yeears later tihe cltizens of Coma1 Totm or I'Jprd Five pet1 tioned. 

the bawd of trus%eas to build o, w,ard school for the elementary grndesr 

bec2,use tho school was too craw8ed aga3.n.M lo definite s t e p s  were taken 

mtil Jme,1924, when ;sls election ordered the b a c ~ d  of trustees to issue 

bonds47 t o  finance B building ragram. T.&a ward sohools ;ad a aott,lge 

for  horns economics classas were constract& dur5n.g tho spring aad summer 

of 1 9 ~ 5 , ~ ~  but vhea classes moved into them tri the foll there were still 

more children than o2assrooms. Soon ~dditions were conatmu32ea &Pi each 

wardl school, and i n  1935, a gyimmium was built on the high seheol caripus, 

a d  a new schoal wns built for the Latln-herloan children. I%eae baildtngs 

were cons trucbed with free l ~ b o r  under the 63.1~31 Work ~dminilrrtrator . 43 

World Wrts If crotrded the sohools t o  csverflawing. In Pew Braunfels 

new buildings adctitions to older buildings will be constructed to 

bet te r  craw for the inoreesed enrollment. In the rurd diatrf  c t s ,  contaoli- 

dation of schoolc and bus transportation a r e  steps totsmd iqroafng the 

educational facilities in those areas, 

1 - 6 ~ 1 i n ~ t e ~  & I.&p& Yrusteeg, 3&~ Brrwfels indmendea &&.!& 
i j i s t r f o k ,  Book 3, :p. 174. 

I C ' ( m . ,  Book D, p, 8 .  N ~ b i d . ,  pi?. 56 and 72. 

1 4 9 ~ .  , p. 232. 
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The 8eu Braunfelser Z e i t ; q ,  the oldest German lmg.mge paper pnblfshed 

in the stake, was issued f o r  6h8 f lrst time IJovember 12, 1852, Plans for 

n newspaFar had been diaazzssad as early ass 1851, when Georg Df e t z  , who was 

assistant edftor a9 %he Eeu Yorker ~ t s a e i + q ,  was visitfng fa Bredericks- 

bmg, Texas. It was believed he ~rould 'oa wil . l . l ing t o  accept the position 

of editor for the newiqaper, but when this did not mate r i a l i ze ,  Mr. 

L n c ' r w ,  citizen of S m  Antonio, noved t o  13ew BzraunfsLe, to assme the 

editarship, howover, he died before the Z ? i D q  could be orgaralzed. 

Znrly in 1052, a mags meet%= was callod f o r  the p q a s a  of crrganiz- 

Ing a stock aompany be l>u'blbsh a we&ly pager. Three cltilzens of Eew 

p198d f o r  the editarehip,l to which Zilr. ~indhairner,2 was ~ f m ~ u s l y  

elected. The money t o  purchase a. prfaCXng press and other maberfa2s was 

r ~ i s e d  by subscription and emla ~ubscrlber reaellved a reaeLpt which serve& 

as a shre or shares in Che company, Tn, Jul.y,J.853, a >Ir, George M, von 

b s s ,  whose Identity f s not known, was Listed as co-e8i tar  m d  o ~ ~ n e x , 3  

l ~ s i b w ,  DBC. 15, 1932, p. 17? C, I., ('llhis ma the eightieth ?mi- 
eersclry eai t ion r i d  larger t b n  the regnI~x issues.) 

2~erdiwnd J . Ef ndbeiner had been born at Pr,ulkf ~rk-on- the-~I~in ,  :.Iay 
30, 1301, ,wd hcd ccrine $0 Texzs In the ef&tesn thirt;! se cdte?? havlag lived 
%n Mexico. There he had ~ a l a e d  pineapglas a d  b w s .  He served in the 
Iiwr of InrPspandenae end I.:attrsr studfad bat&uny. In XM4, he Joined Gke 
&rmme under Princle Solma came with them t o  Bew B s a ~ f e l a ,  where he 
narriod one of the Slr.sj.grants, r i d  ssrrred the ooanun/l;y in nosy ways. 
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but on Decem'I~er 1, 18.53, be severed a l l  oonnecbion with the n a ~ e f .  4 fik. 

Llnfiheimer then bought a11 onts tandiq  shares md bec,me so l e  owner of 

the enterprise .5 

The Zei+mqg f i l l e d  a need not only in ComaZ County, but ~blso in 

Gillespie and Medim Counties, where Berm-Americans resiileci . f t 

devoted i%self  t o  p r i ~ t i n g l a c a l  new8 ftens, pwlitiod aawa of world is- 

terest, a d  it p m t i ~ a r l y  tsfed t o  serve the fmn interests by bringing 

5nforns.tion rbout plants and .  s o i l s ,  oo this knawleQe mlght bring e~su110mfo 

~ t ~ b b i l l i t g  t o  a13. western colonlsts.6 Its editor believed the first duEJr 

of .my newspaper WaB t o  report the news f r d c l y  wcl truthfully t o  the 

readfng p-ciblic,  id, if in so doing, some reg,dera f e l t  that their toes 

caore being steppea on, Ghe publicatian were probably serv1~g the be& 

public interests. me edftar 2ointed out thct the red. duty of Gsrmm 

i c ~ ~ i g r ~ n t s  in Tszn~ was t o  build otxiture, first, ma% thernselaaw, nnd 

secondly, m o q  their  A n g l o - ~ , a ~ r  %can neighbors, by sst~,blishing achools , 

l i b ra r i e s ,  ,znd nmspeprs, Esnd by learning t o  mstezl; the arts at& t o  think: 

or reason. Stnce the German-Americms were slow t o  taka the lead in c o w  

n u i  ty enterprf se , €he Z e i t w  ohnllenged 5-La sabscrik~rs to become ~ g r e s -  

sfve bp inviting fhern t o  send, connsnts ,-sd l e t t e r s  t o  the new~~a~er.7 

Xx. Lindhefrnez h d  a prof lcisat helper in the SwedLsh vsriter PT-1 

Jonas Ludvig Almquiat, who later gained fame z.,s rn axthorl md whose workrn 
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have been t rmslc ted  into the other w a r  l ~ e s  of k o p .  In HW 

Brc?nunfeXs he was known by the ~tssmed m e  Qustavi, k l y  in the twentieth 

century $he DniversSty of S t o ~ k h l m  sent grafessor Dr. 3, Gustdson Berg 

to America t o  ratrace the foofsteys of Almquiet; and eqecidly t o  investi- 

gate h4s camcctio~l w i t h .  the New Br~~unfelser ~qitunq.8 

Prom 1852 until A w s t  16, 1872,9 Mr. Llndbeiner worked diligently t o  

produce FL weeklx p~y!m ,lo FA Chat he nmer fsiled is dnast s ni&le, 

because he wes not a printer bad ta deyand on help f a  carry out tbe 

technicality of printing. Re waa fortunate to s e w s  the services of ic. 

Berm,- Schulz, one of the ca-owners of the &e& _ITresss in San Antonio, 

who f inal ly  moved t o  gew Braudels a d  thus gave the Zai tug  a p e r m e s t  

a d  an exuellsnt tgpesetter, !!!his was n great advantage for the contfrm- 

ation of tk8 paper, since German printers wepe rare in  Texas. hrthsrmore, 

during the CSvil W a r ,  %&en help w d  paper were d i f f i cu l t  t o  get ,  Hr. 

Linclheiaer, with the help of h9s &Oner C O U T ~ ~ B O U S ~ ~  czrried on, althowh 

the netrepaper was re&uc%d t o  a one sheet issue af small size. It Came out 

Ln  peeuJ.iar dress ,  depending an the gaper ~~vailable; soatetfmes white tissue 

Baper, necessarily printed on one side only; sometimes meen, SWS or 

yollow in color, 8 ~ d  the Gesture of Che paper, thick azid ram, like wa11- 

pPPper rntbar then regular newsprint, CJ,XI& usuo31y prlnted an both sides of 

tho sheet. ZinaeSrnsr*~ strone adherenoe t o  -%he Confederacy made him some 
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personal enemies, but it c a r t ~ ~ i n l y  helped the town m d  county t o  go unmo- 

lested,ll md his inf luencs may &ve led other citizens to serve the Con- 

f eder~~cy, f o r  in proportion .tro popula%f on ComRJ, esunCy had m m e  volmbeers 

in the servlce than my other county in Cha stste,12 

?,IT. &se2m Eibmd, l o c a l  oitizen, bought the paper in 1872, and con- 

tinued 36 editor a d  awnarr until f i ia  dsath,l3 in 1 8 8 ~ 1 4  He was a e r t ,  

~riBty, and very autspoken, as8 had. 8 keen. senee af humor. Ha waa an excel- 

lent l~sfnter, aad never wrote his articles to &ve Chea set,  but rather 

set Ghel.1 m.s he con~posed them.15 Xis looal  nma items, as well. as the edi- 

t o r i ~ l s ,  bad a zest ,znd color thaPI made them more interoetftg than fiction. 

Xis heirs  so%& the Zeft;ztqg, 2n biasoh 1886, Co i b ,  Z m s t  Roebfg, who had 

been business rumager and editor since hir. 13ibendts illness and death,l6 

pad who contfnuad to purbllsh as excelllea% a newspaper as his predacassors 

had. 

In addition t o  the r e ~ ~ a r  Th'up'aaay eatkitan a f  the paper, Mr. Koa'big 

published. a 5unh3q edhtion ox S o w t a ~ s k l ~  Beu 3 U r g  Z a i t q  

wfth the su%tftlle; 1Taahriabteq ~ptI-&&&d.u~e,  i~rhhclz contained 

~ n ~ i a l y  aotvs from H a y s  and kmd.d!.upe ~awl~ies.l7 i~k. Soablg: wes briefly 

Iz~i"br11uoh 1925, p . 4.9. 

1 3 ~ e i t + w ,  Dac. 15, 1932, g .  l8, c. 1, 

14iair. l3fbmd.l n tornbstons rrhowe the death date: September a, 1084, 

IS-, Dee. 15, 1932, p. 18, c. 1. 

, i~ar .  4, 1086, p* 5 9  a*  1; l 7 ~ .  , APT, 23. lB86, B. 1. 
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followed by Julius Helm a d  A. G. S t a r t z ,  local citizens, as ownere nnd 

editors. hter Ludolph L&rmte, who was editol? of the but-schfemfscherxl 

b l o a t  shef t e , was edit or. 

In the eighteen nlnetf as, the paper was published by the &m Braun- 

gelser Z e i t u m  Pu'bLfshf&g C o m z q ,  which consistea of Captaia Jdius 

Giesecke, busfiness n~mager, who had come t o  Paw Braunfels from Washington 

Oounty, a d  of E~id-ver Church, printer ,  axd w e n  Kcailer, ed i to r ,  ThLs 

com:~s~ny pro8tmed a ?apes simllar to that which had been the accepted 

stadard of the coriurmnity, 

h constant co-wor1;;er t o  dl Lhe early editoxs was Llx, Hermann Saele, 

a man of sterlfng ch~;13.nc+ier znd snrgrisfngly nwty artcom~liahmelzts. Be 

contributed mch t o  the whofasoma develo2ment of the coloay at New Braunfels, 

Alfhough ha b r a s  a talented writer @ad had very definite ide=l.er, he shunned 

newfqx-per caratroverates arid allJ.xys tried t o  aor~~pronisa when differenass af 

oninion were vo-loeit. 9ha results of his sfforla wore a $ o l e r ~ i ~ c e  md co- 

o;~ers t ion  f o r  tho best intercnts o f  the comnunPty, :.ind their  influence 

In 1833 a :i~. BI~txrch @old his interest in tthe 'nusboess t o  Captain 

l a ~ e a r ~ e  21reder$ck Ohefrn m e  born, Hay 7, 2865, i n  Munich, Germmy. 
kt %he pge of faureaen he cane to Texas with ,an older brother and settled 
n k  Ik~rri~bUrg. He ~rarlied as a cowboy &ad 1:xtar 3s f o r e m a  Zn a, brass 
foundry. 4e to ld  the stmer how t Q i ~~~pruve  the f owndry ~-ccarding t o  ra 
~ r t l c l e  113. z &rmm Encyclopedia. The ownor mnodeled. Sharbly thereafter, 
a new hLwd decided t o  use n strong rzcfd solution -instead of the usual df- 
lutad strength, !Phs hot B7nes ki l l ed  him and irqjued &IT, Oheirni s lurig~. 
Tl%en Ohefa 7:r:l.s zble  to travel ho want t o  C o h i  County md accepted a pcrei- 
ti3.0~1 ns te~tchez' 911 the EIoney Creak Scl~o~l, near linhnlfi. $our years later 
he tz,u,yhht the ljskeon School ne2,r iJew B r a , d e L a .  Then he bought  all. interest 
ira. khe 2ei.t;- ,w& spent tho  zest; of  his Life as n p b l l s h a r ,  
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p. Hebergall, a, local ciliaen, who had worked i n  the printing office from 

early youth, a l s o  bought an in te res t  in the business. Co-operation 

harmony smmed t o  be the slog?,n of the new organization, and their t e e  

work produced a netrs~3zper of highest quality asd a business that w a s  a 

c r e d i t  t o  the co1rnunit~.~9 

Mr. Giesecke later sold his i n t e r e ~ t  i n  the business t o  the two  

yomgex men, who continued in the newspager business until desth. !thy 

sponsored the eightieth annfversay eaition of the paper in December 

1932. In it 1.k. Oheim wrote thab  both gnrtners were looking fom?srd t o  

the  day when they would send the c e n t s m i d  edition to the press,20 but 

this wish bras not to materialize, for Mr. Ohefrn d ied ,  June 5 ,  1947, and 

Mr. 2Sebergall ~pyroxfm~.tely a year  later,21 y e t  the 13Fu Br~i.nnfelser Zeitunq 

continues t o  be issued LIB a high class newspaper with H r .  Prederic Oheim, 

son of G. F, Oheirn, as editor.22 

The Xe~r f3rs.mf e l s  Berald, an Inglf sh l-ge newspaper, has been 

issued at Betr Br~,w&els since 1895, when it was founded by T. 3. ifhitley 

(2nd Sons, of Au~tin, Texas, U~fortun~tely, the mrly e d i t i o n s  of the 

paper were not  praservad a d  it is Sm_oossible t o  give i t s  history 01- fa- 

f o r f i a t  ion about  it^ journzlistic s ty le .  23 ESX~Y in the twentieth century, 

ts known to the writer through a;seoci8tion w i t h  the Oheirn and 
ihbergall  families. 

2 3 ~ e r b u l  i n fo rn?~ t i oa  from 14r. Charles I!. Scruggs, editor of the Haw 
U r ~ d ~ f  el8 Her~3.d.. 
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ia. A. 0. Coers, owned atld edited the Herald, bu4 in 1914, he sold it t o  

1.k. 3, lausch a d  Albert Ludwig, local citizens, althciw Pfr. Coers con- 

tfnued .-s editor ad, business nauager.24 Later bir. Tmsch editea the pager 

f o r  a number of years before D. 0.  B e l l  and San (E~F,w) bolaght i t  md served 

es editor md business manager. Xn 1929, PIP. Charles I?. Scmggs, of San 

t4ntoni.0, Texas, c s ~ e  t o  Hew Braunfela t o  manage Rnd edit the payer, whieh 
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CKAPTER VIT 

COfdGmTICATIOH WITHIM !PIE OOUfEY D 

IlITE THE OUTSIDE: WOKm 

!!?he irnn~lgr,mGs realfzed. immediately that they were praatic~Jly-cut- 

off from the out side world, for only the road t o  Seguin, over which they 

had came t o  2Tew Braunfels, md the mili tary highway fxon San Antonio to 

~Jnsagdoches linked them with cfviltzation. These, by comyarison with 

roads as-they had ~ O W A  them in I2bope, were only trails. The pioneers 

were also at?are, tbet f e r r i e s  and+ bridges were needed and hoped t o  build 

them aa aaan s a  roada o o a d  @e leid out. T h a t  these problems wers glgantfc 

they a].>preclated f u l y ,  a d  faced them wlth f u r t i k u d o  and courage. 

Ta L,wing out New E r ~ ~ m f e l . ~ ,  engineer Zirak named the two main streets 

S a n  Anbonf o and Seguin, and each. 'led to the paaa which comneated 9 % ~  Bram- 

fels with the town for whfch it Ftas m e d .  In 1848, the 00-;g cornis- 

sioners c o w t  divided the roacts into two grouga, f irsrt class and second 

clsss. Tha ffrst clnsa roa,ds wers, Lhc old iQ;Taco@aches road, croesfng the 

&3,dalu?~e near Seelet s honse, ,and beginning at the east end of Seguin 

StroeL; .the road t o  Se~;uizl  ad Victoria;  the road  t o  S n n  Antonio; the 

;road st:qrting a,% John Ilorrey's mi11 m d  crossing tha Gu~dalupe above 

CroOt~fordbts Bnrm; and tha new road t o  h'rederickaburg; vihlPe the second class 

roeds rsero divided into sfx, road. precincts w i t h  a raadmaster for eachdL 
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Each year several rural roads were developed,2 in 1854. a new 

rozd t o  S,?n Antonio was surveyed by F. Grothaus o f  ~ m i l l e  -3 Two Ferns 

lzter ,  i~r .  Lindheimer o f f  axed t o  print the new road law i n  f h e  Z e i t w  

9x1 the G e r m m  laayags and let  the comissioners court hvs one hundred 

copf es of the p g e r  for three dollars snd f i f t y  cents, the roadover- 

seers, who were not well versed i n  bhe %.gli& I-?@, c o u l d  read the 

l a w  in Germna. The court accepted the affer  md instructed the oountiy 

olerk t o  get the hundred ~ 6 p % 0 8  and t o  distribute them t o  the roadover- 

seers.& The road precincts were revised w i n  i n  1860, The B i b y  of New 

B r = d e l a  received jurfsdlotlon over the precincts wit;hin the ci ty  limits.5 

1ncxee.se .Ln ponulation an4 the opening of new ag r l c l i lDu~a1  oommunitfes 

created a nbed f o r  more roads. Bebruay 16, 1887, the  court divided the 

county i n t o  thPrty road precincts and nmed these overseers:  

Pritz Htssrns 
Cr),xl Ertzeger 
August If smam 
Thoodor Schwab 
Conrad Wenzsl 
Peter Euber tus 
Adolph Jonas 
Alex Sah~m,l) 
George Rei tkrunp 
G~~st, l ,v  B i e l s t e i n  
Y r i t x  Iiwkel 
Triederich 11eLdrf ah 
Theo. Dose 
!i.uguet; Xruoks~aeysr 
Wi1heI.m Speeht 

George Fischer 
Heinrich Rrdt, Jr , 
Joseph Ealn 
'iiillban Hof fmam 
Gus tm Dmer 
1. H, 3ose 
Heinrich JImse 
August Schulae, Jr, 
Heimicrh lbnrnecke 
T r  S t z 'Irayp 
Oscar Baetge 
O t t o  Pantermuehl 
Carl Scheel 
John Sckaef er  , Jr , 
Iwm Wdlhoef er 6 

2~iinutes,  Vol. A, p.  59. 31bid -. r Vo l .  B, ?* 80- 

41 bid. , p. 226. 51bid -* t Vol. C, ? b  148- 

6 ~ .  , V O ~ .  J', p* 638, 
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EQR!,~L and bridge constmrc.t;ion required money, therefore, in 1903, tha 

colmissloners court mailed itself of the opgortwlity t o  issue road and 

bridge bonds under an sct 09 the twenty-eighth legislztwe,7 an& contimra 

to use sinilar messures 80 finpace c o n s t m t  ion of roads $ad bridges. Xn 

1912, the court  widenea Itlatson L E U J ~ , ~  Timmermasln Lane a48 ;&test ~ ~ a e 9  to 

acaonr:~admte a.utonobile trdfic, 

The Sta te  of 'itexas was also road conscious, and in 1914, constructed 

the Austin-Snn Antonio Post Road, a forermnner of Rl%&w~y 811. Camd County 

con'bsibu%ed its shn~e, $39,000,00, Pn com$y f'unds md an additional do- 

nation frog the citizens, which was deposited in the  Bew Braunfels State 

Bmk, ma used when the county funas were eihana tea. lo Jmwy 27, 1915, 

the c o ~ w t  2.ccepted the bid of A, ii!, CLopton, roed contr~.c tor ,  to build the 

Coa13,l Oounty port ion of the roodall After the United Skates Senior Hiaway 

:E;nginaeer had issued. a s%,zte\?~ent that d l  spciffcat ions had been met, the 

o o w t  cl,ccs-pted the roed, Bef>rua;ry 28, 1926, and ordered that the contractor 

be p-dd.12 

IIe8,vy t r a f f i c  between Austin ~.nd S;?a PslConio called for const& re- 

p , The highwng depsrtnent soon renlizeh thzt ;t; wvidor 2nd 

slrnighter rocd ltrera nee8ed. t o  n~co~~unodete the tre;ffic with 2. ecrtnin 

measurs of safety, rlsn;r minor changes i.:iqxovemsnta ware raade, but not 

untfll. 1934 tras the near ooncrote highway brfdge acrons the Gusdaluge at 

- W '  CC 

7r.iinutaam, Val. I ,  p .  252- 0 ~ .  t Vol. Kt P. w - & m  

 big. , p. 560. . , 2. 614. 

~~pJJ,, 'irol, Ll -!,- 54- "m. , p. 209. 

1 3 ~ .  , p. 455. 
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3ew Brl;.-mfels constructed and the enkire highway re-halt . Heavy trdfio 

during IJorld T;Tm II made cons t s t  repair work neeessay and while Wshs 

B r ~ ~ m f e l s ,  ct its one hundredth birthday anniversary, was linked to neigh- 

bors north m d  south by €his super road, the citizens realized that road 

construction would have to contiinue indefinitely. 

Flie northern part of the county alga needed roads. In Iby 1921, the 

road originally designabea as the Dlwoo-Smi.thsants V,dley road, became a 

p n r t  cs.f State BZp&wrq~ 46, lnne county engaged Joe C~ldwel l ,  an engineer, 

nnd under his supervision cons&moSed its por'cion of the road.IQ Xeillhard 

Bremar m d  Uvin tieber, freeholders, who lived ne,a Blnn~or pstitionea the 

court to olzmga the road for the convsnfencle of themselves and. the publie.ls 

The court arq~oin-tsd five cf tizens, 'Ed. J. Kusbel, W .  IT. Adms, Gus, Xretz- 

meier, Brvlst Eerbst, md Kemy Bender, as a Jury o f  'View, to Iay out pad 

descrfbe a n y  change of road, and t o  make a report  of i t s  findings t o  the 

couxf, at tlze next term. 16 'I'his repart wsls reviewed by the caur t ,  &4ar~h 13, 

and, a3proved. The oo t rb  ordered that darnages be gaf d Ben B. Smf thson, over 

whose property p ~ ~ t  of the roa& would be lafd Etnd ckassiflled the road as 

first cless. The overseer of the precinct opened nnd worked the xoad,l? 

~11d the comt visited Ben 3, Snithson and obtained his consent t o  erect a 

fence BCJTOBS his laad, as outlined by the Jury of ~iew.18 

Since funds t o  co~nplete the highusny were insufficieat, the aourt de- 

cirled to go before the highway commission and agree upon plane t o  raise 

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle



f ~ ~ 1 d s . ~ 9  After terms were arranged, construotion continuad with some 

ch~slges in tho plans pad speoificetions, such as the re-location from the  

i r~ tcrsec l lon  on L a d e  Street  and west t o  the city l i m i t s  of  3ew Braxnfels 

t o  a, point 1 .Lt miles west t o  Ela?~,yenbach H111. 20 In l93&, the road was 

connected w i t h  Ilightlray 66 a t  a point 1.5 miles northwest; of Bew Braunfels, 

2nd Corlr.1 County end Boxer Oaunty jointly built the highway a t  RuZverde 

,-.s s ;3~c i f i ed  by the Sta te  %lighway Pngineer, 21 

Tbe second c12ss roe18s were not neglected becauser a f  highwu construe- 

tion. A new ro2.d connecting FIsr ienths lwftk  the Uew Brawfals-Fiacher Store 

r o ~ d  w a s  surveyed by Alfred R. Rothe, county surveyor. The aommissioners 

court an;oroved i t  a d  ordered it  openei! md worked by the roe.doveraear of 

srecinct thrae. 22 The Ssttler or River R o d  was chwged Prom a thf xd class 

road to  a second class ro~,d  and opened w a r & ~ e d , ~ 3  

;-;emwhile, the c i t i z e n s  of Mew B r ~ ? ~ u n f e l s  wepa ewere of the dust in 

their streets  during hot ,  dry ,  smner d ~ y s  za6. of %he m& and slush during 

the rbfny season. They resolved t o  Garvlnte S:m Antonio asd Seguin streets 

,ad the area around the !sq,in ~~azs , .24  The progxa.m was extended to neigh- 

boring areas until. a.11 the s t r e e t s  i n  the business section l~rere paved and 

nost o f  the  streets fn the rosidentinl section. In 1939, myhalt was pat 

on 16,i!O:~ square yards o f  hnrd surfaced ron,d a.t fine0 ~ - p r i n ~ s , 2 5  and many 

county ro;.-ds kLq,ve since been siii~ilarly treated. 

19i:iinutes, V O ~ .  11, 11. Vt6. 2Q1bia. , BOI. LI, I:), b92. 

?I-., Vol.  0 ,  .n. 197. 3 2 ~ .  , ~01. 11, n. 49. 

' 2 3 ~ % i d , ,  F. 91. 241bid -. 9 V o l .  L, n. 380. 

2 5 ~ b f d  -* 9 Val. P, p. 211. 
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The ferries hn,ve been discontinued In the county, ~~1Chongh they were 

once irn~ort,znt mems f o r  crossing pa rLver, The settlers, who had found 

i t  necessnry t o  carny, on %he enat b~~n!r o f  the G-dalupe until i t s  flood 

w::.ters receded sufficiently t o  m d c e  Fnas;lge possible, inelsled on building 

w fer ry  at the mouth of the Coml. :?hen Hortontown, the settlement on the 

B R S ~  b ~ n k  of  the Gu=..&~,llape developed, their hoges were r e ~ l l z e d .  The com- 

missloslerrj c o u r t  fssued. a license, at efght doll,--,re gar y e a ,  t o  Justus 

Xellner, on November 20, 1848, t o  oper..te a ferry. m d  specified thnt charges 

f o r  ferrying should be r 

1 wr.igon md t e rn  $1.00 
1 n51.n and horse (out o f  county) 0.20 
1 nra  29d, horse (in county) 0.10 
ca t t l e  and horses tpsr heyd) 0.10 
sheep, go:.t a ,  hogs he:.id) 12.05~" 

In July  1049, James Lmon, a carpenter, was instructed t o  build a 

Ssrry~~oa. , t ,  forty-f ow: f e e t  long, and twelve fee t  wide. The boct was t o  

be of c y p e s 9  cnd o~.1t:, pad when delivered the court, tqou3d two  bunbed 

t h l r t y  dollars for f ta27 It was gLaced zt tha mouth 09 the Coma1 or at 

tho olct  f e r r y  p l ~ . c e . ~ ~  To the 1848 list of che.rgas f o r  ferxyfng were 

1 0nyty wngon, buggy, or uarrlnge $0.75 
1 footfilm 0.10 
2 extra yolk of  onsn or span of horses 0 .  1029 

The next y e w  the rates for the night fsrriage wera set  at double the 

d?.g r a t ~ s . 3 ~  The license tax was inore~.sed to twenty-five doll.~?rs per 
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m u m  u d  issued t o  the eatate of Juatus Kellner fn 1853, but Carl 

Bxr&en~.mr~)ez ~,ctiv,lly operated the ferry and furnished a suxety bond 

o f  $1,0~0.00.3~ 

The increase in gopdatiotl by 1858-91 made two ferries desirable. 

One, at the usual ferry place or the mouth of the Comal; the other, about 

a mile north of Mew B s f i d e l s  be%ween %he premises of fiiecterich Krstz- 

meier, n farmer of Hol-tantown, anit 1,d belonging %a Gent;ry aad Seabaugh, 

on the west b& of the b d a 1 ~ s . 3 2  The Ssrry at the Coma1 was t a  be 

operctod by Czrl Floege Instead 09 BartLenwer~sr. The county improved the 

road when a review of the contract with Jastua Eellner revealed that the 

road was a public c o t ~ l t y  r0ad.33 The second ferry was operated by Mr. 

Kretzmaier, after he had filed the required bond.34 

Two yegrs later, another citizen, Louis Brtmne, became the operator 

of the ferry at %he Coma1 and the license tax was redueed to five dollars 

per yea? for e z ~ h  ferry operator, Ferry rates remained the same until 

1863. Then the ferry operators were repired €0 place a, sign, b e ~ x i n g  

ferry r ~ t e s ,  where all passengers arossfng the ferry oould resd it.3 6 

1 lond.ed wagon OP other vehicle of 4 or 5 yokes of oxen $1,2537 
1 loaded wagon with 3 yokes of oxen 1.00 
1 loaded wagon with 2 yokes of oxen -75 
1 loaded w~.,.gon with I yoke of oxen = 50 
1 empty wagon w i Q h  1 yoke of oxm 30 
1 empty wegon with 2 yokes of oxen .40 
1 eoc~ty  wv+gon with 3 yokes of oxen .40 
1 empty wagon with 4 or 5 yokes o f  oxen -75 
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1 loaded wagon with 5 o r  6 horses or mules $1.25 
1 loaded vegan with 4 o r  5 horses or mules 1.03 
1 la9,ded wagon with 2 or 3 horses or mules 75 
1 lu~ded wagon with 1 horse -50 
1 wagon or enbulance laeded wi%h passengers and drawn 
by 4 horses or mules 1.00 

1 loaded wagon or cnrri~,ge with paeasngera and drawn 
by 1 t o  3 arrimals -45 

1 empty wagon or other vehicle drawn by 1 horse ar Jrmle .25 
1 empty wagon o r  other vehicle drawn by 2 or 3 animals .40 
I empty wagon or other vehicle drawn by 4 t o  6 &male ,75 
1 horse and. rider .lo 
1 foot passenger 605 
horses, mnlea* csttle head) . 05 
sheep, goats , hogs (per head) . 0 3 3 ~  

In 1870, tho Kretzmeier ferry, as the ferry across the ~ u ~ d a l u p e  

north of Uew ~kaunfels waa ham, was operated under the f i r m  name, Brandt 

a d  Urb~n. Adolph Urban, member of the firm, w a s  If censed by the com- 

m i  ssionsr a court as o-yerztor. 39 The c o w %  granted pernti ssion to inrcreaee 

tho toll charges 5Cl$ in case of high water-, aad stated that four feet 

&bow nand w e s  cansidered high water.40 

rritz Schulze, local farmer, toak c M g e  of the o r ig ina l  ferry at 

the rnoubh of the Com&L in 1~71~41 T)us t o  Sahrill;et s fa,ilure to keep the 

ferry open, the c o w %  ordered, October 26,  1872, that Florenae Kreua, a 

citizen, hsve boats ready by February 1, 1873. to operate a fer~y-.~2 

llir, Kreuz operated the ferry until July,1877, when he pet i t ioned the court 

t c 3  >errnit him to discon3inue the fsrry.'$3 

Shor t ly  before i4r. Exeuz took over the ComL f e ~ r y ,  Samuel I~iatber and 

0 t h  Groos, residents of the county, petitionad the court to l e t  them es- 
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tablish sad furnish a ferry on tho Cuahlupe, a, few hundred yards above 

the old Kretzmeier ferry. This petitlon was g r a n ~ e d M  and a license 

issued upon p~ynent  o f  the f ive doll= l icense fee.45 

Bridges were soon t a  t h e  the place of ferries at tihe various crosa- 

ings of the h ~ d a l u p e ,  and ferry roads beceame useless. ginxlly, in 1922, 

the court considered end granted a petition of Chae, Eweling, C. W, 'Welso'n, 

Otto Luersea, Sr., Hugo S c h m a ~ ,  Otto Baetge, 0, A.Gmene, Robert 

Linnertz, H, W. Krzft, and Ed, Prelss, t o  close up the ferry mad, which 

was the only evidence left of the long discontinued ferry. Thus the once 

useful f err1 es becane extlncl  , 46 

The first bridge in the county was built across the Comd aj?prozima,tely 

where the Clemens dam was later ereolad, at the foo t  af i43.11 S t r e e t  and 

l a ~ B i n g  from PJew Brc?.unfeTs to G o d  T C J W ~ , ~ ?  Action for the brldge stnstsd 

in tho City  C o u n c i l  of New Brmnfels, #,~,1853, a d  Hr. dames Ferguson, 

member of the council, solicited the help of the oomis8ioners court i n  tihe 

undertaking. Yhe court postponed action, until n,f t er the August elsobion, 

which pertained t o  a specfa1 tax l evy  to build a county e o w t  house and 

j a i l  

L'liile the city council was w~iting for the decision of the a o w t ,  

there w a s  much controversy about %he location of the bridge, f o r  %. Henne, 

EL pxo~iinenl; rderchant , and others, pekitioned t o  have the bric2ge built eC 

- -- 

%dinutea, Vol. D, p. 292. 45~b5d.. 3- 294. 

b i d ,  Vole 1 p 351. 4 7 m ,  Vol. 3, P. 78 

b81bid -* v Vol. A, p. 225. 
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the f o o t  of Scn Antonio s t r e e t Y 4 9  where the new concrate bridge, bui l t  in 

1923, i s  looated. A crmIQass of the c i t izens  fo r  donations t o  finance the 

bridge indicated tha t  more were pledging subscriptions f o r  a bridge at the 

foot o f  1 4 i l l  Street  tbetn at San Anton-Lo ~treet.5~ The comfssionere court 

ai3proved the  contract f o r  the bridge, a f t e r  i t  b , d  been explafned by Mr. 

Julius Xggeling, Mayor of Mew ~ramfe l s  .S1 This contract called for 

$l,L~85.C)0 wortih of masonry by Mr, G. Botthard, and $1,765.00 worth of wocd 

work by carpenter, H .  9. ~er2nger.52 The cour t  contributed six hundred 

dollnrer, In Che fom of three one hundred dallar orders on the county 

treesury, dragm iTmusry,1855,53 and three similar orders b t e d  Ymch 19, 

1855, siwsd by W. A .  Andross, Chief Justice of Comd County, a& attested 

by C. Seabaugh, Counhy ~l.erk.54 

The high wnter, during the summer of 1869, made the citizens r e a l i z e  

that a higher bridge was needed across the rivsr,55 I n  October, 1871, the 

county court contributed to such a bridge,j6 but never prof i t t e a  thereby. 

On the n9ght of June 8 Ga 9 ,  1872, Xew Braunfele had a cloudbmst~ during 

50$ertune;, Dec. 8, 1854, p. 2 ,  c, 1. 

55ndsle Besszcynski , unpublished rlatsrl July 26, 1868, This 
l e t t e r  is p e t  of a collection,  belowing t o  Mrs. R e s a ~ c y n ~ i k i ~ s  grandbughter, 
1:irs. A, E, Benderson. 
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which a little over twelve inches o f  rain fell, ond the bridge washed 

away.  Torreyls m i l l ,  with i ts  expensivs dam, ma several small buil-8 

of the Leads 3lflls were also washed away, while Dr. Koester's m i l l  suffered 

much damage. 57 

Undaaunted by this rnf sf ortnne, the cltizens went t o  work with new de- 

termination t o  bridge the strecam. ?&is time Mr. Carl Floege, contractor ,  

constructed a bridge. When Hew Bramfels age,,fn experienced a thusderatom, 

Hovember 28, 1875* the  c i t i zens  were concerned about the bridge. When 

S ~ t n d c ~ ~  morning dawned., the s t r ee t s  of the t a m  looked l ike  e sea and every- 

thing that had not been securely fastened was f loat ing away, The Oamal had 

risen f i f teen  feet; by Stznd~y noon md an a~~ious crow& wakched the nacfng 

f lood,  as it carried wood, fence pasts,  a d  large trees with f t  , As t he  

people real ized that the bridge was submerged six t o  eight feet, they won- 

dered whether 5.t would withstand the test, Late Sunday nigh$t;, after the 

f l aod  waters keqd fallen, I h .  Joseph Baust, idayor of Hew Br~urifels, acoom- 

pzlnied by his friends, O t t o  Remert, W l l l i n m  Koaslsr, and kse lm X f b d ,  

~ient  back t o  the bri&ge site 4x1 see what damage had been done. Thag weTe 

grateful when they saw the 'bridge still atanding a d  thle next mornfng, E4r. 

Sloego stated that f t was not "blue Mondnyti bu* Mbridge lJonday, ~5~ 

The i n h a b i t a t s  of the rural areas ~ a r o s s  the b b l u p e  were also 

~arious t o  discontinue f'arriss and but ld a bridge. Their problem of 

choice 02 laoetioa was even more comylioated, some preferred a brildge at 

57$eitw, June 14, 1872# p,  2, c. 4. 
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New BraWeXs, where trp,vel betwean Austin Badl 5a.n Antonio would be Saolli- 

tated, bat others preferred a bridge above Hew Braunfela at the Ihetzmeier 

ferry place,59 Since the banks of the Qlladalups were steeper thaa those 

of the Comal, bsfQe buildPng was even more costly dung the GuadQ1u.e. 

therefore, 10 was not until 1885, that my defini te  actim could be t a k a  

i n  the matter. 

In I d l a y ,  1885, the court appropri&ed road fund8 t o  engage an engineer 

t o  ru&e plans end speoificatiane f o r  a. bridge across the Qwtuedalupe:60 

whereupn W. B. Breeman, Civi l  Engineer, was engaged. Bs locatad and 

surveyed a place t w o  hundred ;yards below %ha br9dga 09 the International 

<ad Great Horthern h i l w a y  Gonipmy, and &3:w plvss  arrd specificrtions for 

a bridge. The court acceptad these plane,  February 18, 1887, and the 

county judge e d l e d  f o r  sealed bids t o  be r e c e i ~ e i i  by tihe court unt;il ,  

.&mil 4, 1887. la. 3. Stsoher, County Judge, Chas, Buehler ulld Ghas. 

.rives, Comlssioners, acqulred tfie right-of-wq, for the proposed bridge, 

frozt H. I C i r i ~ ~ e r m  ,wd A. L. Kessler, freeholde~s, who owned the land de- 

sired f o r  the right-of-way.61 

Yhe bids were opened, Ayril 5 ,  1887, :ad  X i n g  Iron ,ma Brf dge Irlmu- 

factwing @omp,my, 09 Cleveland, Ohio, were found t o  be lowest bidder at 

$25,600.00, December 27, the conrt aocspted the brtdge from the contrac- 

tor md ordered the bclmce due the King C o m p q  be patd.62 
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In 13949 when the city of R ~ w  Brmnfels contenplated building a bridge 

over tha Comnl Creek En Seguin Street, the county o o u t  deoreed thea-t; one 

thousand dollars be contributed $0 the buildiw fupd.63  en pears l a t e r  

the cowrey awa-rdod a contraat t o  George B, K i n g  Bridge Cow=, Ddlas, 

Terns, at $12,498,00, to build a bridge at Esserls Crossing on the Gnada- 

lupe, 64 which bridge the court received, December 1, 1~4.65 

Low water bridges were a l s o  bnt l t ,  One across the GuaWupe at the 

Gruen~ ~rossing,~G mother over the Wac* Sn~inga 0reek.67 Still other low 

wztex br idg~g~j  were built across the Gaqddupe, in 19x5, ;ct the $ranse md. 

Baotge ~ords,68 ?nother a.t Spiese ~ o ~ t o m . 6 9  Xn 1920, Be-2 Conntr and 

Cowl  County Jointly built the re-snf"orcsd concrete bridge over the Gibolo 

Creek on the Naco~doohes ~,oad,70 $ad in 1921, a r o s e  the Cibola at 33xaLv~rbe.?~ 

Pralimtnmy surveys far a new bridge across the Coml Greek in S ~ s g u i r t  

Street; were ordered by %he cowt, April la, 1925, ,ad Terrell-Bartleft 

;Engineers, Znc,, of 6m Antonlo, were e m  to  mdce the  awe^.^^ In 

July, after the survey httd beers con~leted, the court petitioned the State 

HipAway Commissiaa for FedsxE13. and State Aid t o  erect s concrete briQe 

aoroas the ~ o r f i d  ~(ree!,-,?3 which request was g a t e d  a d  the brictTe con- 

structsd.74 
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In 1934, when Eighway 81 was bui l t ,  the oonorete brim that was con- 

structed E a r ~ ~ s  the Guaada3upe, approximately five hundred yards belaw the 

old steel brfdge, gave Bets Braunfels a new connection w f  Iih points ta the 

north -md south. 1~iCany of the hopes and &ems of the ffiret settlers were 

realized by 191E5, the hundredth a ~ i v e r a a r y  09 the foundkg of €he town, 

even, the rzilrozd, of- wh2ch Prime Sobs had: visions, had become a realty. 

In 1876, the first concrete steps ~ O P J ~  railroad. bailding had been taken, 

when the county court net eeide three huesbed doLlar8 t o w s 8  bridge con- 

struction, both road and railroad, across the ~u.a&lu$s.?fj 

A s  early as liovsnber 29, 1052, the citizens 09 O o m d  Comtg called a 

rsilraad. meet ing  in the court hons.e,?d ?ad forsled two ~ommit0a8s t o  ]?re 

mote railroad construction. The f irst  committee con~isteB of three members 

only, Dr, k!. Renar, J. 3'. To~rey, ,ad E. Seele. IC was t o  correspond with 

the dfrocGars of the Eouuton-Sm Antonio Rzilway Assoa~ntion, and the 

sacond, i.nd lzrger co~m~ittee,  conwteted or" F e r d i w &  J. Li~dheimer, V. 

Sippel ,  Dr. V. IZemer, L .  C. Ervenilberg, J. 8 .  Arnold, 1;. SeeIrs,,t;z, G. 

ELr;r)pcnbzch, U .  dl. &dross, I). iiurohison, ,and d, I%.~ZIS. 'LfEli8 group woo 

.t;o 2cciuc'fint the legiclature with Chs wishes of t h e  citizens.?? 

Again in Septa~ibsr,l8?j, the c i t izens  held a =ISS rneetillg, which 

chose bir. A ,  I,. Kessler, president of  the body, md Bkc. G. 3. Qroos, 

secretary. i 9 t e x  a lengthy discassion, 141'. i.1, See la ,  emlalned the daaager 



Hew Braunfels would fme, if the rr i l road were t o  build srDnnd the town 

rather t h m  through it. !?hereupon, i(r. U l l l i a m  Clemens, Jr., nov& thst 

a ca~ml tbea  of nine cltizenrr be elected t o  negotiate w i t h  ;h. Pierce, 

PresLdant of the Colmbus iiaflracld. The committee was t o  offer him the 

sum of $75,000.00 psyable in bonds. at ?:$ interest, d &king imn the 

day Chat a dqoL had been caq1et;ed within the raains of one and 05~*fmx%h 

mllaxr froan the 60wC house and tz t r a b  ran regullarly Wow town, The 

motion carriad,?8 ma the committee, whioh wse elected, sent a tslegrm 

t o  blr. Pf #rue, wha awe t o  BBBI B r a W e l s  i n  December, but no agremeat 

was xerachsd,?g Eis line 'b-silt t'hro%gb Fbion, rather than tbro- 23ew 

The Xatsrmtioml a d  Great 8orthem Railroad Conqtay was morganised 

in July,1879, a d  then sLerted bwlldfng 1iae from fizzstin t o  Sbn ~ntanio.81 

l'fhmx the surveyors fo r  the line a x i r e &  in B w  Br~nafels they asked W 

mayor whether the adtiseals would give, the ~i&t-of-waar t o  the railrocad and 

also fiwan6y acrtbs of kmd for a depot .82 The ci ty  ~r?ised the $13,000.00 

zeeacail for the rig%%-of-ww and depot,83 and fhe firsti train t o  Xew 

'3b wpubIili.hed letter of Ulss Clara Heilig, who was e young gir l  of 
IIeu Bravafele whsle the railroad was being eonatmted, gives an account 
o f  the t?lcitement in town aa the road n w e d  co;rpletf-on. !&~8 heette+, dated 



BrEafels  from Palestidas arrive8, December 1, 1880, and the flrst train to 

sw aaton io ,  was nm over tha l i n e  Pebntary 16, 1881.~ 

&rrg hnh, industrialist, irtterestea the f.Pfssourl, Gnszrs, and 

sioners cou r t  donated the right-of-ww over the Gomd Oaun%y Poor 

t o  the Katy ma authorized the county 3-e t o  excaonte a deed to the rail- 

w;ly.g6 The ~ o a d  was Boon built ,  iLad with the alrardy established In%- 

natiancl and Gwat Moriihemr. BdE1m,y, gave- Eha commaity access to products 

from all g a t s  of the warla md a chance t o  w k e t  aqy local sWlus .  

The nabor-freight lines hnve been astablisbed more recently. They 

conCri13ute rnmy tone of fPefghf per yerx to mdlce Hew Bramf'ela 2 busy trade 

The cornurusity hns two ather i iqor t ;anb means of aomrm7utication. 1 b  

enjoys the services of tfia Western Union IPelsgraph Coapczny, which esC9.3- 

If shah en offPo8 fn iqew Bxtzmfels in 1867~~ end those of the Bell Telephone 

liovember 24, 1880, md t . r ~ ~ l a t s d  from the @mian lc-, r e ~ d s  f n part: 
t t & ~ ~ ~ t  Sundc~y the locomotive atme whistling into town for the first t h e .  
811 day there were snch O ~ O W ~ S ~  one could Wdly  ga t  t b o ~ g & ,  In the ,after- 
noon, when a fxiend Ewd f arrived at the end of the line, the conduobar 
asked the ladies if they would car% ha rSde tho dour miles t o  amp with 
I .  Me two, md about twelve others, an8 just as many men went, The 
others did not hws the coww t o  go. It was r e a l l y  f o ~ l h m d y  of la4i to 
go, 203: V8 all shoed an a platform, thus rode over the Guablups brfdge. 
It is eighty-five fee t  high." 

@ k ~ ~ 3 ~ r ~  hada, & A amen~ber, _p . 7 2 .  Thf s 10Spa.ge aafiobf ography was 
?ubl?lshe& in 1945, after I&, had rstired from active business. Xn a 
large measuTe i t  ire a nt,ory af Bew Br~vnfels and all south Texas. It was 
printed by C3xletan P~9nCing Conpangr, San Antonio, 'Pexae. 



Golqany, whfch est~~blished a Line end ofJeXce in 188b.87 The telephone 

company h2.s enlarged i t a  semicres t o  include ~olrns,o8 ~uJ.xerde,~9 Sprilrg 

~rmah,YO &aeock,gl and of2i@r rural c ~ m i t i e ~ ,  BS welt1 as bm.g distmae 

service to dl pat8  of the world. These semicea have ck~nged, %ha tom 

from the once isolated wilderness settlement,, to a c i ty  w91;h w ~ l d  wfde 

co~mwlca t ion  fncilitiles. 
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The 3frst Protestant Church UP %ew 3r~.unfels, now h o r n  as the %?15- 

ge l i cn l  snd Reformed Chmoh, is not onlp the oldest church in Gon?J C m t r  

hu.t a l s o  tlre oldest aorparatian3 %herein, Oa October 5 ,  184.5, under an 

act,  ;l;lprovod by the  Congress o f  Texas, Januc~ulg. 30, 1895, which authorized 

%he appointment of trustees,2 the chwch was incorporated, mil the act of 

incorporn,bian w p . ~  duly recorded at San htonio ,  on STovem%er 6 ,  1845, in 

%he raoorcts of deeds for B~LW Gounty., ~ex8s.3 Bven before the c h m h  

was inco~pornted services were held enah SunG.ag &er a grove of elill ,lad 

hackberry treaa at  the foo t  of the Yereinsberg, aad thetare were cantinned 

until EL bnil&in.g o o a d  be constmroted.4 

.fl ~fJq110 fr,ma etructura was p l z ~ e d  to be builL on the l o t  the 

society had set; aside f o r  the Brotestst~% Gongregation, nnd the carners$ane 

of the building was laid Jmuapy 8. 1846.5 The churoh was dedleEted on 

l~errn~,m Seele, A Short Sketch ,& &g& &!2&gt m,, _n. 7. J5x-e- 
iin;vf tor cnlled A h a r t  m. 

%ir- Beutsc2rProtestanbi.che Oeneinde in lieu 3 r z w  
&&g, cmo~, w, !t@xzc+, p. 2. Mtrute book of ths church, hereinafter 

ca l l a& u. Its companim voPmea w l l l  be nrned far the  y e s  a 
3~articulnr salumo was stiasiied, na 1912, 1925. 
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Palm Sunday, April 5, 1846, hub wiChouk benches bscanse the congregation 

did  not have funds t o  provide all the fwnishlnga inrmediatsl~,~ 

7:Thea. Pnstor Ervenabsrg Lenderad his resigmtiion, April 14, 1850~7 

only one minisber applf ed for  the position, natilely G. W, Eisenlohr, wb.o 

lc~,.,Ler boome a noiied publishfsr of  Ofnofnnnbi, Ohio. He wag electecl, 

Jsmz~ry ,  1851, t o  serve the Rew Br~,wfo%s ~ongre@ttion,a but be was unable 

t o  as r ive  until Iblarch, so Mr. Rermnm Seele coadected the worshfp services 

on ~ u x l d . ~ ~ s , g  Soon after the arr ival  of Reverend Zisedohr, It was decided 

t o  cond~ict semlces ia O o m d  Town every kwo weelzs. !&ass services were 

hold on Sun- mornings before services in the SQetr Brt~urafela Church, for 

the convenience of the cZCftzen,s of Conil. Tom. Services were o l s a  helb 

on three holidays, rmcl commuafovl wes calebrated twice .a year. On the days 

of cammmf on is the Oomal Town Church, Irir. SeaZe conduct%& sarvices in the 

alty ch.urCh,l0 so Pa.sfor Efs&snlohr wc~s free t o  serve c o m i o n .  Services 

in Coma1 Town were cant inusd un t i l  1856, when the Cow& Yawn Congregation 

jolnea. tho c i t y  church.ll 

After six years of fa,ftMul service, Reverend G. V. Oisenlobr left 

3Ja-b.r Bra.unSeLs for  Cincinnati, cand. the congregation was fortunate t o  ob- 

ta.3.n the services of Ruguet Vilhelm ~chuo&rd,l2 who aontinued t o  seme 

12~ho identity of Reverea& Schmhard, before his coning t o  Hew Br~un- 
f e l a ,  i a  not disolosed in culy of the reoorde tW the writer has investi- 
gated, 
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the congreg-o,tion until his de=th, Fsbwlry 29, 18?6,13 when the Reverend 

Bernhard 23ickel14 anme to lesd the ohurch, a d  conducted bhe reguler 

Bernm servicssj, bu% d s o  conducted semice~r 2n the &iglish lmgnage on 

Sund~y af ternoonsS15 Me was succeeded by E4r. G. I.;uelder, of Illlegheny 

County, PelznsyIvania. 16 

Both the interior ajld tho exterior of the ohnrch had besa improved 

fron y e a  to year, so that the congregatbon was jus85y ~roud, Jme 27, 

1868, trhsn an eight stog pigs orgm ttae dedida%ed.l'l iS. 0, F. Blum, who 

h,9d formerly acconpanied the hyMs 0x1 hie trmbone, beozme the organist,l$ 

In Bovember ,l8*J4, def ini Ce pl,ws were Is%d f o r  a, rock chursh, suoh 

as had been contscg3lated f o r  several y e a s ,  for the rnsmbera of the coa- 

gregctf on had subscribed $6,000,00 on the petitions for a. new buildille;. 

The building was to be ereatad on the s ~ n e  lot where the old ohurch stood, 

facing Seguin St ree t ,  nnd the following building cornittee was elsuted: 

J. Meyer, F. Geue, Eerrn~.m Seele, 33. Ebensbergm, Csrl nasgs, J. hng- 

kopf,  J, P. '17riesch.lg % i s  oomnltta-e chose d. L~~lgkopf  as m-per~lsor 

of coastruclion, a.nd rough limestone E?S building By July 

l 4  j 3 .   his reierems does not indicate where Pastor Sickel 
cqme from nor does it reveal where he wen* ??hen he left BBW Br~~unfels.  ) 
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18, 1875, the foundation and lower section of the building were completed, 

the cornerstone was publioly Itat& with a speaial ceremony. On &by 18, 

1079. with the former P a s t o r  Etsenlohr as guest speaker, the building war 

dedicated '21 

The old frame parsonage w a s  replaced by s two story, yellow brick home, 

in 1911, slnd as soon as the Bevoread G ,  Hornhinweg femilg k d  moved into 

the new pmsome, the old one was oonverted iato elassroans for ths S* 

Schc1a1,~2 for which purpose iB aswed until 1930, when the congregntion 

b u f l t  CZYL ~ u d i t a x i ~ ,  which was dedtcated Hag 11, 1930.~3 In later y e a s  

I t  was named Scrtsle Y~trish Boase, in honer of Mr. Rermann Seele, the first 

s e c r e t a y  09 the church, and his son, I k l r .  H w  C. Seeier, who served as 

secretary from MayJ.1902, until lovembsr, 1924. 

Wkbn the congregation realized t k t  the y a w  p e o ~ l e  were losing in- 

tarest in the church bsaauss they did not =ders.tiahd the Germs 1- 

well enough t o  pgtl .cipate In the semices, steps ware taken to wrazige 

f o r  servicen in tho gnglieh l ~ m g e ,  Otto @. Bassler, student minister 

frort: Eden 1Plzeologiccll Saminsrg, who had done Home l 4 i  sslon !Jerk, was in+ 

~ t ? . l l o d  o n  Se2te~nber 25, 3-927, 8s $ha first minigte~ to canduct exclusivelg 

31aglish services. Your years Inter he resigned his position to go to 

Highlaad, 1 ~ . l l n 0 4 ~ , 2 5  and. f o r  the ensuirtg year the Reverend G. Mornhimag, 

2 2 ~ e r ~ b a ~ .  faformtion from %re,  6, I.ior&inweg, the first occupmt of 
the new pwsanMe. 
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who h a  been h r r n  mlnister of the church since 1899, conducted the services 

in both l e m ~ ~ e s .  fn September,1932, Bermas G, Borne, pastor of a 4 1  

d ~ u r c h  i n  Eonston, Texas, Left that charch t o  become minister in M e w  Bra- 

f e b .  With the help of 1-ke, Borne, he was partfculpzlp sctive in work 

w i t h  the Young p e q l e  .26 in May,  1937, Edwin Berger, minister of  Goanell 

Bluff a, Iowa,  became, minister in chage of both German aad lnglish services, 

Lfr. Mornhi nweg retired as Paat or 3rnsrf tue ,27 

Two sans of the church have entered the ministry. ?Ira Richrii B. 

domhinwog, elder son of Reverend md lklrs. G. Worzhinweg, was ordained in 

1930,28 r ~ d  I4r. Roland PmCermuehl, son, of Mr. md W e .  Julius Paatermehl 

of Route One, Eis ordimtion WE~B celebrated duly 9, 1939. with the 

Reverends Herman G. Borne ad. Edwin Bsrgsr pztrticipetlng In the csrenany.3 

In 1940, when the chwoh aelebratad its rdnety-fifth anniversary, i t  

becme 0, pert of the Fiv,mgeLicd end Reformed Church, instead of ramah%ng 

an independent ohureh as it had been from the time of its organfaatlon.~Q 

r i v e  yea r s  l a t e r  the centennial was observed dthbugh world War 11 was in 

progress. The aelebration was solemn mil. d i g n i f ~ e d . 3 ~  m o w o u t  the 

first hmdr-ad y e ~ ~ s  of i t s  l i f e  the ohmoh struggled oonstantly ag&inst 

f ~ ~ 1 p ~ c i a . l  aiff fleuldi es , but d%?riye w i  b h  hi& cowage, friendly cocPe*a- 

t i o n ,  pnd. slaw but steady progress. 

260111xrch &c& 1925, p. 138. 

27verbcl f nf ormt lon f ram Reverend 2dvf n Berger , 

%IIL? &g& 1925, p. 98. 291b5&. , 1935, u. 53, 

30x&ornm,tfo-a from 002y of letter f i l e d  i n  Church Book. 

3 ~ C ~ p u ~ o b  1941, p. 136. 
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The Ca~holic Church was not organized immsdip-tely because Prince 

Gsorg I~fen~el ,  a rnisaion~lry, conducted the first services unbr a l i ve  

oak t r n e ,  near the preeezlt SS. Peter rtnd P3.d church, *XI GasCelL -4venue,33 

Under thia eras n msrker, with the P o L l c i w $ ~  inacrfptZ~%t,  has boen placed: 

S O ~ ~ O ~  SAYS  AT mm xa ~m BA~B OF TZX.IS 
TfESTOBY STOOD Al? IP4DI.lW VXLLAIZrE IZ tiHI6H 
Q2K 02 IYZ Z*c"C&LT 14138 IO3JmTTS JJETc1.P~~ 
I\I&TI DAYS; !lHAT KWB A V'LSLOR OIr' CEITBtS 
DAUGBTEB PRl%R TEE 31RSY G E B f l ~ 9  IN pK&C;. 
T U I T f O L d '  SAYS TFiAT W N i  TRfS 'E@B 
r 1 ~ s  O~WJXE~ BY ~ T I ~ I  B B 1  Ei.i@.lqJXL D O . ~ B C H  f 'ii 184.9. 

!EHXAS EXS2OEIO W$I,P.US 
AS80NA2IU8, J~~ 15, 1917 ,j4 

Olaudi~as Dubuis, pa~tos nC Gastrovflle, md Imowa %n latar  years as 

tho 2.1 ~lllo:l, 09 Texas, cmne t o  Be11 Bradels fn 1849, to conduce services, 

2,nd in  Se:~t~rabsr of Che sm~e y e a ,  $ather 1mnnel Doneneoh organized the 

f Lrs% c l ~ ~ ~ ~ c h  of St. Peter, 35 m d  by the Sollotring y e a  a btzilding was 

constmoted on the land the soofety had donsted for that p~mose.36 

In 1:;71, the pre~lomzt SS. Peter  and Pad .  ChuTch was built md the 

S i s L e ~ s  of Rivfna Provi&sncs toolr over tho school wf the church. A l,mger 

schoolhouse wr1,s b u i l t  in f 900, md in ! I ~ c h  $809, the Roverend 3. X, J. 

l;molr, ne.tj.ve of Zloxlralns, beceme the pastor of the church pad served Zf 

34~lz~c3riIDt ion on rn@lcar in C R ~  t e l l  Avenue. 
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untiZ his death ia 1927. GdhiPe %la was minister, the beautiful, grotto of 

gr091gae~ was erected,37 m6 l<argely tho& his i n ~ ~ n r n c ~  sever& members 

of the churah have entered the prieathoad and religious Life, 2ather 

Calwnb~a Venzel , 0, S . B . , Ptp, Joseph Jacabi , 3Reveren4 J . 3. Rildebrand, 

and Xeverend B m o  Habartns, 

In 1928, the 2f:versnd J a b  S. BobZing T - J ~ E ~  appointed pastor, Be 

served %he church until he retired in 194'7, The presat pastor, Armand, 

J. lfeber, was appointed, m a  37, 1947.38 

The Methodist Shmoh of ITBW Br-t192£~31~ WRB among the first churohes $0 

Be f omClad in the conmm5ty. Idarch 7, 1853, the f i r s t  qurterlg canference 

f o r  %he ltew Brawf els German M3ssePon was held in the house o f  Brother J. 

Rlrsehleber i n  C o i l  Town, with Iianry P. Yomg, nission,.lry, nresid%%, and 

Gnstams Elley, l o c a l  rttfnister, serving as secretmy. PZve y e a 8  later,  

$he first buildlm was e ~ e c t e d  on the awnt bank of the G~~adalupa River, 

la6er Imorm as UnAan Street, in Cow3 Town. This builhtlng !served as a 

house of ~rorshjtp for OVBP fifty gears. X t  my still be seen on Union Street 

but used as a private reeiideme. A modern church, the Karb~ch b~emorial 

ChwcB, tras erectad irz 1993, at 570 tr'esti §an Antollla Street,  Lmh a parsonzqe 

was added In ~ 9 1 6 ~ 3 8  An e8waiional bu5ldfng was addad $0 the ailurch p r g -  

sr%ios in lgLcEf, 3~18 p2,ms hoxe been made for a second educ~~ttional building 

and e new snnctuary, so the ohureh w i l l  continue Do exp~ad. with the oon-iby.l10 

395. l?, R .  Wlllmmn, D.Zreot;oru_ - of j& &,g~g&& pllethq&f.st m, 
1). 13. Tho p : + ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ I e t  t-ass.8 publl~bed wkiLo i.3. Willmmn was pasLor of the ch-icb. 

'gfe3;bal inf  ormc.,.t laz  from C . 2 ,  ibegelin, prssldent of Che church b a u d ,  
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The First B~ptisC Clzurah of Hew Drawfels bsd its beginning in 1905, 

when Che San bwcos Association baq&E a lot at the cornrep 09 SeguZn snd 

Garden Streali~ and erected a  dl chapel. A revival meet* was conducted 

by the Beverend U, D. ~ o & f e n , 4 ~  %is led t o  the orgmiaation o f  a chwch, 

1:Jkbich the S.?a lbxcas Aseoafationr and the State Board supported for the 

next seven years. A t  the end of that time the S m  1.3areus Assoaiatlon eold 

the property and the 1Z%t;.t;le crhurch was left to  sur~Fve or gerish. 

The snall coagregatifon cantinnad, &though the outLoak for Bapt5at 

work in New Bramf'els was glootzy. Tn 1922, the Staka Board again came t o  

the aid of the climch. Sundsy School a d  church sem5casl were resumed for 

e f e w  months, '&am Zz~pti18t aeaemtlise ware held 114 the h rbach  Memorial 

i4etl?,adist CkCm of' Xew DraunfeXs nti an horn when i t s  OWfl cangregatf on 

did aoG bola ssmices, pad they were conduetad by stuaents f r o m  the S a n  

! ? E . ~ c  o E Aewclezuy. 

:t%e Reverend Emrest J, Poung, genera3 missionizr~r of the $(;ate aoard, 

cmiie t o  Iqaw Br~wzfels, in July, 1923, t o  re-open %he work and six people 

gq.thercd 2% a. cslled raeeting, which re-established %be 31Pirst Baytist 

Churah. then the S t a t e  Bomd agreed t o  pay the salary of the l~renchar, 

Reverend Y o m ~  raiii=tizled in Men? Brawfels. !&a hone of G;r. ad. Hrs, 0, W .  

Rlce, m~!rnf.<~!xa of tho chx.cb, oezvsd as meetfng piaea tz~t92 3 a w y  23, 

1924, when the PPPsL Br?,ptlst Church rentad a mall 'oufldlng o n  South 

SegnZn Asrenus f o r  services snd Sunby School. 

The ckr~uch stmted.  B, bullding progrm by purch.zitsing a lot on. Sm 

41.~ha source rnrzlerid does not reveal the identity 09 W .  D. Bowen. 
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Antonio Streat, Tkrf s lot, and a second one, were sold Inter ,and a. build- 

fng site bought on Union Street; in Oomal Town, where a frame brrirlding was 

erected. Shortly &bar the building had been c~nstsucted, the SCate Eloc.ird 

discontinued its a2d ,znd the charoh was wiLhavt e, pastor for sever& months, 

Since the orgL.ln3.zat50n wna in debt for the bullding, 18 was iqrlssible t o  

meet the interest  on the indebtedness. 

The G e r m  Baptist Convention $hen Znterestett itself in the ?Jew 

Braufels Church am3 appealad t o  the Statre Board t o  again take up the 

work. The Beverend A, Becker , secretary of %he krnm Bapt isE ConventSon, 

n;ppealed, t o  R, L. Wittner, student 1x1 Bay-lor Uni~ersftiy, t o  t zke  u? the 

work in Zow Br~mfels, Brother Witker accepted the c a l l  and under hiifi 

g=fdEnce %he ohurch bag= t o  propass.  

In 3.936, 0. A. !j!cdd,b2 repleced Brother littner ;md nnder his &dance 

the ch~mch opene& the id511 9?0m $4;aission, mw Calvary B o . ~ k i s %  chvrch, After 

tke & ~ ~ . t k  of Brather Toad, Se3tenibar 1, L941, the chtlrch h ~ d  severrd postors 

:{no. served short  Loras ady. firtirig the carlg forties the church bough8 

lots, 012 GuenZher Avmue, F.S r3 bui2d.ing site. Shortly thereafter, n 

ranSdence rtgd th ree  l a t s  , ~ d j  o i n i ~ q  the Cmenther Avenne property, were 

bought. residenoe was uaed for z. ~astorls hone m d  the lo-t:s were 

~dCi . ' j ion~L building q n c e .  A fr,?me bu.ilding was constructed and used f o r  

cliwck as waS.1 as Sud.8;~'  9&ool, unt3.l a rock cbmch 60d.d be bui3.L. The 

c o ~ t r a c t  f o r  P, F O C ~  ~Zmc~tw~ WBS l e t ,  A ~ g a s B  2, 3.94,'3, rail. on Jmwiry 8, 

k21,ir , Toad i s  n ~ t  identified. f n  the reference mferiala except ns 

wlnfster of the Pixst Baptist Church a f  Haw BrrcunfeEs. 

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle



1949, the church was dedicate8 ~ n d  ~ppwent ly  its difficultf es were over.43 

There ,we a l s o  a n m b e ~  of more recently established churches ip. 

iJew BratmfaLs which are helping %o optfry on the spirttwl work of the 

com~mity.  To thls group belong the St. Paul  Lutheran ~ h r a h , w  Cross 

Lutherm ~hwrch. 45 St. John f a  Epl scopd ~hurch, the Pent e c o s t d  Church, 

the Chmch of Ghrist , lb7 Ghe 3nf.e~dell0mirmtPdnd ~ h w c h , ~  the airst Pre- 

byter i r i  Churah, a d  fXr fn,Q of Perpetual IXelp.49 

' ~ ~ i l . l i a n  Brigga, H Z s t ~ q  && 3$mk & + ~ k f s t ;  Ghur& 99 Xew Braq&&g. 
Texas. Thin un3ublished h%stolrg was cait~q3fled by bks. J. 3. f~illian) B r i g g ~  

1949, for the dedication of %he tzew oh;uroh. 

46,~bid.. June 30, 1950. p. 7, c. 5. 4 7 ~ .  , p. 7, c. 3, 

4 8 ~ s i t q . g ~  July 20, 1950, n. 15, c= 4, 
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The industrial oenOer that Prince Solma envisioned has develaped in 

Comal Countp, a l t h o w  it took magy y e w s  and sonatfmes suffered severe 

setbacks. The first Pndt-st;- t o  be developed was a grLsk and saw mill, 

w1iPcEn W l i l i e ~ ~  8. kerxi~~ethex, sn in%elllgan$ ;Jnd enterprising Virginten, 

who hnd moved to ?Tow ~ r a m f o l ~ l , ~  'built on a c ' m e l  that he oraered dug 

frorn film 1&0, L%o I&e had been Pomed by h ~ ~ i n g  tha Comal Bfver across 

its m'.:.tur~l C O W B ~ ,  just abava the psesenk swim15 ng pool in Zanda Park. 

Tlze art; ifici ,d chanel led. to the Carnal Greek, and eserved as m i l l  race, 

~.rknieh furnished power for the water wheels. ThSs c-433. .and m i l l  were 

colq3leGed sonleblne in 18&7, a d  the bueinesn flourishsd,~ kherefo~e, in 

1852, i,lerriw'elher built a cotton .gin-3 

idrs. 14erritrelher did no.t lfke Texas, so she mtl her husband left 28ew 

Br~~unfelpl .  Tn 1853, they offered the grist3 m i l l  a d  saw m i l l ,  the cotton 

gin  m d  prase, %he we%er rl&Cs ma 20,030 acres 09 Land f o r  sale, either 

ns EL whole or anbdividsd to ~ u i t  the b ~ e r  or buyers .4 In 1860, Mr. Joseph 

1;enda,3 it~erc'a~mb of l f e ! ~ ~  13lennf e ls  , baught the ent i re  property Pol* $14,000.00 + 

S J O ~ B ~ ~  Lsnda, was born in Ilern?an, near the city of B r a s l a ,  Germany, 
in 1801. Ile aktend~d school in Germany ,a& became proficient in the Xnglfsh, 
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from t4r. E:lerriwether, who then lived in Shelby Gotmty, ~ennsssee.6 

t4r. .Laah inlprotred .the mllla ,ad operated. them successfully u n t i l  the 

Civil W L a  when he had t o  t m n  them over t o  h i s  w i f e  and t h e i r  fa i thfu l  ser- 

vants. He aPld Judge Devina, of San Antonio, were forced to f l e e  to idexico, 

beoauae the seoref ~ o c l s t g ,  h o k m  as the "Golden Oirels," considered them 

~ b o l i t i o n i s t s .  Each of these men had owned eLavee and upon learning of 

Lincoln's Emancilp~ttion Prucl-.tion ha8 told the slaves tb.t they were free, 

although the slaves oontinned t o  work fo r  .the Lmda an& Devlne f m i l i e a ,  2s 

paid semasts, unti l  their deaths, Both men hedl been fried by the court 

Rnd given a short time in which do se t t l e  their affairs a d  l e ~ , ~ %  the 

country. 7 ihs .  Lmda proved hereelf ta. ca~wn~bla 'businees W 0 r r l a  end through- 

out her l i f e  continued Co aesist in the development of La& Iadust~iss. 

Nature was to slow d o w ~  progress, .fox in the snmer of 1869, high kraQsr 

G e r m ,  Pal ish ,  R ~ s ~ i c ~ g  a t  Rebruw lmgunsges. Since h i s  father dealt i n  
Livestock, p,articularly horses, Jose-phle ear l tes t  occugation w ~ s  t o  ride 
cavklry mounts before the Busslan offioera, who were customers of  hfs  father. 
When he l e a n e d  thnt his  parents wished h i m  t o  becone o. &bbf, he raa away 
from home. Ele worked his w q  t o  England, and got  various jobs ,along the 
L1Pveryool w~terfront ,  He took pagsage t o  h?ericar where he arrived in Mew 
York md wtth the help of some of hi9 former Rurapeea townsman found a job.  
filhen he B3,d s@ficient funds, he bough$ n hame and a spring wp,,gon, which 
he loaded with alZ kinds of rnsrohandise, ~tnd s t z r t ed  h i s  journey tb lexas. 
Xe ao ld  goods along the w a y ,  elways seplentshing h'Ls $took i n  the large 
c i t i e s  enrouts. I n  1844, Joseph L n n b  arrived in S p a  hntonio, where he 
b r a s  the seoond rvhike merchtmt. After selling hfs horse nnd %ragon, he rented 

smdl building and con&ue.l;ed a general store. I n  1847, he v io i t ed  New 
Brawfols on mule back and wan 80 Intrigued by the beautiful ootmtrysiae, 
especially the 0or:ml Riper an8 Springs, that he retuned t o  58s Antonio, 
lozded his belongings on four- graf r f ~  schooners ,wd moved t o  13ew Braemf els .  
He oyencsd a tltore at the corner of Sari Antonlo and Caste11 S t r c e t ~ ,  where 
Jacob Sobiidt and Son are located in 19.58. 
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did much damger5 nnd in June 1872, when a twelve inch rain fell, the 

mills were damaged again. They were rapaired and placed baok ia operation 

as BQOn as poasi~~e.9 

In 1896, when Joseph L a & a  died, the business Mas carried on by his  

wife md their sonc X-Tzrry. They soon bough% a l l  the amEitX river front,aga 

OR both sides of the Comd River t o  procure all the riamias. righCs. Then 

they r e%ul l t  the dm across the Carnal Bfver to incre~~se the flow of the 

mill race un t i l  they had wster pawor equivalent to 800 IIorse power .lo By 

the turn of the century the Lwda Power PIe.nt, Imown as L d a  Power and 

Light Company, was established & augmented the 800 Horaa Pawar water 

wheel, by two DIsris2 engines, one large s t e m  engine ma two s t e m  turbtnes, 

thus incre;;sing the Capaaiby t o  7,000 Horse ~ o w e r , ~ ~  

This plant furnished -power for the flour mi13. and PA oil mFI.1, th~t 

had been established, and the surplus w2.8 $old t o  the ci ty  f o r  the street 

lighting system, and t o  citizens Go light prfvate homes. Electrlc lights 

illuminated Lmda Park, which must be considered as a par t  of the fndus- 

t r 2 n . l  emilre of $he Lmda'a, although it Surzlishsd entertaPnment and relax- 

ation for Lhousnads of pay5n.g guests eech yeax, It had been o ~ e n e d  a,f the 

suggestion of ivries Helen Go~iLd, daughter of J n y  Qould, the grenb railroad 

E 3 ~ 4 e l s  Basczcynel:?. , Un~ublZshad ,lat,cr, dated J u l y  28, 1869. 

9 ~ e i t u . n ~ .  June 14, 1872, 3. 2, c.  4. 

1%anda, -, 13. 63. 

Illbfd., p, 65.  
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financier, when she v i s i t e d  Hew Brauaflels, i n  1897, with I*. Leroy Trice, 

general mmager of the International and Great Northern ~ a i l w ~ . l ~  By the 

sprfng of 1898, Leroy 'Price, in cooperation wfth Harry W a ,  had bu i l t  a 

railroad track into the Lanaa l s ta te  t o  b r ing  i n  thoustmds upon thonsnnds 

of yeople f o r  Sunday excnrsions, church picnics, or Xourth of July celebra- 

t ions,  bfr. La& had improved %he axe& near the sp~flnge. Picnic tables 

m d  benches had been constructed a d  placed in s2.led.y spots along the stream. 

Soft drink stmds and e. saloon were dero built, where cold drinka were sold. 

A dance h a l l ,  which wttr~ated young ~ n d  old for gracefnJ, beJlroom dancing, 

was also included i n  the park properties; as we11 as several p.?vflions, 

which'gave protection from rain or sun, and where local bands gerformed in 

concert programs. Patrons- could rent a row boat at the boat house* or pw 

for a ride on the steamboat, which, on saecid holidays, kzd an orchestra 

on deok. In later years, a swimming pool and screened rooms, which could 

be rented fo r  a night's lodging, were d s o  provided, as are11 as a. cafe and 

baseball diamond. In 1900, when the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Roilway 

built through Pdew B r ~ ~ n f e l t 3  to Sen Antonio, ft l a i d  a track into LandLt ~a.rk.l3 

Zxcursfon tru-ins could be seen parked on the tracks elmost every cby of the 

week during the s m e r  season. 

The death of iErs. Joseph Lmda brought about ,z change i n  ownership of  

the Lp,ada Estste. Her four b.ughters a d  son, Harry, w e r e  the heirs. Rer 

w i l l  stipul~.c:.ted tkt IZarry L ~ n b  should be execntor o f  the @state, which 
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wss t o  be sold ten gre~ms after her death. Thus, i n  accordmce with the 

will, Lenda 1.filling Com~xmy, as the estate  bras h o r n ,  except the ?,art 

known as Lmda Ewch, was sold t o  S a a  Antonio cagitalists. The industry, 

which b.d been atfirted on borrowed capital and which h ~ , d  grown t o  a one 

:jnd one-half million dollar enterprise,l4 pasaad out of the hznde of an 

industrie.1 wizard a d  out of  the l i f e  of the, comufzity, which had never 

appreciate& ful ly  how v i t ~ . l  a part of itself the Landa 3Elling: Com~any 

r h e  t o  mieanpaagament, the new owners soon alloweh the industry t o  

:)?ss i n t o  the B d l s  of a recaiversbip, a d  many famflies auffered as a 

resalt. Sarne 09 the former business ~olume was returned t o  New Brmnfela, 

only a f te r  FI. Ifittl?tnger- Roller Wills Company bought the flour mill several 

yeqra 11cter end aut it f a to  o p r a t i o n  as n feed m i l l ,  a d  the City of fdew 

Br ,wnf  els bought; L~adn, ~ar l r .  

Shortly after Mr. Meriwether had started the grist and SEW m i l l ,  an- 

other cit izen, John B. Torrey, built 3 grist mill on the river proper.16 

3,ncI in 1855, d d e d  a sash and blind factory. During the Civil War, ths 

'itorrejr S I E S ~  fzctory and I n i l l  burned, pad i n  1845, Mr. forrey, joined By 

1 1 ~ .  Henry R~mge, of Incti~.ntsln end. VLctoria, buil t  n cot ton  factory, ~*~hich  

h ~ d .  twenty-one loonls.l7 The n111, hotm as the Com5~' l  id,lnuf,zcturing Com- 

:;~:ny, did good business. In 1847, the owners planned t o  on1,irge i t ,  znd 

_L1 

l b ~ ~ ~ d a ,  As Jv Rernernber, p. 96. 

150bservat ions of the writer. 

16$eele, Sketch, p. 6 .  

17~e3,tw, Fab. 20, 1865, p, 4, c. 2. 
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8.ppointed Kr, BeSnrich E. WcCollocb, a broker, to sell the shzres to raise 

$83,000,00 additional Unfor tm~te ly ,  on September 12, 1869, a 

tora?:do, which destroyed a portion of the City of Hew Brc?.unfels, destroyed 

the cotton mill. It was rebuilt shortly thereafter, only to be carried 

away by the flood waters of June 8 and 9, 1872,19 when ?Jew Br-9.UILTeI-s had 

a aloudbarst of slightly more than twelve inches 09 rain,20 

Dr, Theodore KdesCer, tihe pbysieian, whom Cha society had sent with 

the immigrants, and a citizen wEtB maga~ intereats outside hia mediod 

practice , was busy, in 1865, to equip a woolen m i l l  and a sash factor$.Zl 

Thf s pro9erty he sold, In 1867, to the directass. of a stack company, which 

planned t o  operate a wool factory. The company waa known as the Hew Braun- 

fels fdoolen bufec tur lng  Oompany, of whhh Mr. Branz b!oure~u was the pre- 

sident, Lw. George Weber, treasurer, while G ,  3, Judson was buslness man- 

ager, and G. W. Hetten served as secretary.22 The company bought new 

machinerg and started *peration, April 4, 1868,23 difficulties beset 

the new enterprise and on June 27, 1870, the connpany entered into n deed 

of' mortgage with Juliue Harms asd J. J, Groos, two local citizens,24 
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fir. Gustav 3, Grous, local cf tizen, bought the wool. factory. In company 

w i t h  hfm were i gk ,  Julias Gieseake, of F.;,ashington County, mil two local  

citizens, Yxmz Efoureau and Thorns Parryman. l'hey reopenad the business 

as Q prfv~te s n t a q r f  ss, in 1873 ,25 and the nf 11 becme prosperous. In. 

1879, I t  used $100,000.09 worth of raw wool.26 The owners ha& fai led t o  

register their trade mark and mills in the eastern states initate& the 

pattern of bha locd mill, pad t h e  forced it out of business in the 

eighteen-eighties.27 

Breweries were operated in Wew 3raunfels pVt vaxloua tlmes in i t s  

h2story. The7 were aXwa;ys &iscontinued after a  comparative^ short time 

because the Sna Anton10 breweries ooul,d k n i s h  beer at :L che~,per orice 

than i t  could be brewed, locally, and after the railroads built through IJew 

B r m f e l s ,  breweries at more distant  point^ d s o  s q p l i e d  the conunun~tg .~~ 

During the Olvil W a r ,  saltpetre was in New Bramfels and a 

snmgle m y  s t i l l  be seen in the Sophienburg i.lusaum. fdr. Wilhelm Seeketz, 

Sr . , one of the origin& colonists, made the saltpe tre at the Coma1 SprSngs. 

T h e w  syringa have been marked with a stone ta commemore,te the saltpetre 

vorka. jar. Seokatz praduoed the produet f o r  the ComLfeder~.fe Governmen% by 

order of i;le,jor Bee& a d  CapCain Harrison, Gonmders of the W t r e  and 

2?ln!r. Oscar tTa!.e, nltivs of Bet, Hr:~vnfels, hzs long interested 
hSmself In the history of the ~ommmity, furnished the inforrn2tlan. 

28Some years PEO R brewery operated within two blocks of the writer ' a  
home, 



dining Deprtzsnt  of the Yestern District of 'Pexc.8, and i;r. 3clwin Voelcker , 

2, loczl druggfst, refined 1t,~9 

John Torrey's w~.ter rights were sold in 1881, t o  Ju l ius  Bunge, Leon 

Blwn, H. Keurpner, 8, ks'leer, Galveston merahmts, ea& Wflllfam Glenens, a 

dew Braunfels merchant a d  financfer. They built a fine dlam and wheel 

chaubers, which were t o  operate a cotton mill, but which was never built. 

In later years R grist mill. was built, whf ch was the beginning of the 

11. Dittlinger Roller 1dills.30 In 1886, the m%lX w ~ s  moved t o  hi.@er g o n a d  

,and enlarged, A modern grain elevator was built in the twentieth century, 

zlnd 3Xter sixty-four y e u s  the company still produces fine flour aid. high 

grade feeds. The 11. Di t t l i nge r  Company aleo s t a r t e d  two other industries 

i n  the county. The DfLttlingsr Line Campany, about,threa ml:es south of 

Mew Brc7,mfele, Ens sold in 1934, and is oyerated by tihs United Sta tes  

Gypsum Company. A rock crusher, that was formerly operated by the oomnp.sny, 

wns merged with the Lmda Rock O F U S ~ ~ T  ma several. smt?J.ler compmies. 

Since 1930, the Servtex tl~~terir?.ls Conp,any, ca the new rook canlpay is known, 

hqs been under the man~.gement of personnel dr~kEi rn,dnlg. from the origindl 

D l  t t l i n g e r  Rock Goq.m~.y .  3 1 

In 1921, in teres t  in catton rnttnufa.ctme caused New Bra,unfels t o  be 

selected r,s the most desirable pln,ce f a r  the locrtion of a mill. S ,  11. 

&~nso_nher, Biroctor of Trade and Industrinl Eduoctfon at the University 

29i,iies O t  tie Coreth,  custodian of the Sophienburg I4useurn, pointed out 
the je.r of nrdtqetre an the museum shalf. Its l ~ . b e l  furnished the informtion. 

3l1nf armat5.on f rarn i:b. Herbert  Liebscher of B.  Dittlinge~ Roller  1-Tills. 
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of Texas, and. a group o f  Central Texas busiaess nen proposed and built  the 

Planters and Nerahtmts Plil;Zs, near the Intem~tionrzl and Great Eorthern 

&zilroad bridge, on the esst  bank of the Gwhlupe Biver. The coqxaiy 

m u f a c  tured Bluebonnet; G ~ ~ ~ U E I .  32 Unf0rtm.t ely , the i n i l l l a  &ul down 

in 2931, because Door m~n8gement mde it inrpaasible f o r  the campmy to 

operat a rat prof f t . Hew B r u m f e l s  busirresa men, who realized what hard- 

ships the comnunity had suffered when the industries,that the La* heirs 

had sold t o  Ssn Antonio c~?i td is ts ,  vent out of busfneae, called a mass 

neeting. It WE%.% decidetl t a  rec3rg~aize the cct"tton ~~15.11, The Zsw Braunfels 

TeztZLa $3 11s were orgenized., wd the new mrin~gernent , plus the loca l  in- 

terest in the industry, produced a bnainesu +hat h ~ s  grown eqanded 

conat,?a.tIy. In ?Adlition to the 3x111, which m,?,11;es gtnghzn, cbmbrays, suit- 

i q s ,  ,and shfrtings, the co:~q:my .mintsins a retail  store, Carnal Cottons, 

Incorparat ed, 

S m  Antonio citizens wers in need of more eZectric power $ban they 

could groduce easily in I;S,an.htonio, therefore, in the early twenties the 

Sen Batonio Public Ssrvico Ca.q~- bo@b Lm& md wcter righLs from the 

Liira.de, 22state. !?hey F l a i l t  the first mlt of Lhe Cam1 lower Plmt ad, sold 

elec,tric ity t o  the citizeas of Hetd B r ~ ~ m P e l s ,  S a p i n ,  and Boerne, as weZ1 

F,G to S:n Antonio paople. Eevei-:I:!. years le . ter  a secsna unit was bui l t  

?ad oper?.ttion contfnued 3 s  formerly, mtil Beceribsr 1, 1942, when a group 

of Bav Braunfels business nen arg~nized the New Brennfels Uti l i t i e s .  This 

orggnization b w i t  the C o m d  Power Plant  pad operate It sinoe that date. 

32~eu B r ~ m f e l a  Kerald., July 8, 1921, 1,. 1. 
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In 1941, the Eabert I, Pent, Wool Top kufacturing Company, started 

operation in New Bramfels. The plant washed ~ m d  conbe& w o o i  and sent it 

to eastern n i l l a  to be mde into yarn, Several years la te r  the plant was 

enlarged to includ-6 8 spinning plant a d  dye worke, and the name was changed 

to Pioneer Worsted Company, Wool from all parts of the Unitad States and 

from foreignaomtri 'es is utred to make y m +  which is sold to eastern mills. 

'Phe chief by-yrodulot 1s LanoTin, which f s  sold to chernlcd planLs.33 

m e n  Bew B r ~ . m f e l s  celebrated the centennial of its incorporation, 

in 1946, the industrial outlook for tibe community wee 'bright, In addition 

t o  the industries disuussed above, there were also two tanneries and a 

leether goods aompany in New Braunfels, Wo stocking mills were being Be- 

velcrped and have since grown into industries of note, 

3 3 ~ e r b d  informat ion f rorn reliable members of the f Irmrr ment ionecl. 
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Biesele, BudoIph Leopold, Historg of Cmrw~ S_attlementer ill Texas, 
;L$31-1061, Yon BoecEni~m-9~netr Oompslay, Anst+in, 1930, 

3racht, P'iktor , Texas 18.48, Baylor Printing G o q a q ,  San Antonio, 1931. 
Translated from the C-rman by Charles Fr,& Schmidt, Breahm, Texas, 

Brfggs, Lilliw, Hi cct.or~ gc tbe Zirst Baptist Church Ne.bJ lhm.nf'els, 
.Pexas* UnpubLished p ~ p e r  ased i n  dedic~.tion sarvfces of chwcb 1949. 

Corn1 County Commissioners Court tlinutes, Bolume ,& %bough 2, County 
Clerkgs Office, 8ew BraWels, 18M-1940. 

Coma1 County Dee& Becord, Volme and 5, County Clerkls Office, 38w 
Braunf els , 184.5, 1860, 

G.?mmel, ELEELS Peter Nielsen, ' f i e  Laws o f  Texas., 1822-1542, Camel Book 
Compeuly, Austin, 1898. 

Heilig, Clara, Unpublished letter, November 24, 1880. Private collectton 
of Miss H e f l i g t  s niece, San Antonio. 

Kf rchenbueh fuer dfe Deutsch-P3.otestz11tische Geneinde in Neu Br~~unfels, 
Qowel C o u n t ~ ,  !I!a.se&, L:Snister's Study, EJew Brc,unfels. 1845-1943, 

kmda, Harry, As X ~emernber, Carleton Printing Compaq, Scan Antonio, 19&. 

Lucey, Bobtsrt E,, Diz~morrd Jubilee, 1874-1942, Archdiocese & S a n  h t o n i o ,  
Schnsider Printing Conpemy, S m  Antonio, 19k9. 

P'iiautes of  the Board & Trustees, & R r a W e l s  Indene.ndenL School B%striet, 
Books A, 2, and 2, Office of the Superintendant of Schoolrr, mew Sraun- 
fels, Texas. 

Xew Brnunfels Herald, Charles W. Scruggs, Publlsher , llew Brauaf e l s ,  1921, 
1930, 1950. 

Hew Braunf el s ATfeelmfione Directors, Daoenber 1949. (~ubli sher Uah~own. ) 

Ij'eu Brs:.u.nfelser Zei bung, Hew Bramf sls ~ e i t w  Pub1 i shSw C o u p m y ,  Bew 
Brsunfels, 1852, 1833, 1854, 1855, 1856, 1863, 1867 1868, 1872, 1873, 
1874, 1875, 1877, 1879, 1896, 1888, 1894, 1914, 1932, 1933, 1950- 
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Original Bariahts des Prinaen C&& g& S o b s  BBmfe18  Bezue-h des 
Gruendurq von Hew Braunfels , Tern$, 1844-1845, transcripts in 
German script of the xeporta of Dp, de Witt, H e q  2, Pisher, nnd 
Prince Carl of Solrns Braunfelss, Sophienburg ~ . l u s m ,  Bew BraWels, 
1908. 

Besczcynski , Adele, Ungubllshed letter , JuLg 26, 1869. Private aollection 
of Mrs. Resczaynslrits granddaughter, Slul Antonio. 

Seele,  Earmann, A S h w t  Sketch of C O W  Cowty ,  !?exas, Bew Brwnfels 
Zeiburg Prrblf skiing; Company, lew Br~.mfels ,  1885. 

Seele, Herm~mn,  T)iR &press2 p+& GesmeLte SchriPte~, Bar Brwinfelrs 
ZeiGwg Publishing G o m g m ,  Bew BraWeler, 1936. 

Nill-n, J. H. E, ,  Directory. t&g .ECarbacb Memorfal rdethodist Chmch;, 
Hew Braunf els, 1928. (Publisher Unbown. ) 
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