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A LINEAR MODEL FOR THE DYNAMICS OF FISH LARVAE

NOUREDDINE GHOUALI, TARIK MOHAMED TOUAOULA

ABSTRACT. We consider a linear model for the growth and the dispersion of
fish larvae of certain species. Dispersion is modeled as entailed by the combi-
nation of transport and vertical diffusion. We generalize the work of Boushaba,
Arino and Boussouar [5], [6] in the sense that horizontal velocities are uniform
throughout the water column; but we deal with vertical component velocity
and vertical diffusion depending on the space variables and on time, which was
not the case in [B], [6]. This new vision leads us to non-autonomous problems,
the aim of this work is to show the existence, uniqueness, and positivity of
solutions.

1. INTRODUCTION.

In this paper, we introduce a mathematical model for the dynamics of the fish
larvae of certain species. This model takes into account both the physical and
biological effects. For the physical part, the model considered here stresses two
main factors: 1) Transport entailed by the currents: the currents are computed
using Navier-Stokes equations and are introduced in the equations of the larvae
as functions of space and time with sufficient regularity to allow existence and
uniqueness of stream lines. 2) Vertical diffusion induced by vertical mixing in the
upper part of the water column. For the biological part the main parameters are a
function which gives the instantaneous rate of progression within the stages from
the egg fertilization to the end of the yolk-sac period.

The model is expressed in a generality which encompasses a large variety of
situations. The motivation at the origin of this work is the study of the dynamics
of the Bay of Biscay anchovy [4], that is to say, a region of the Atlantic ocean close
to the French coast, bordered eastward by the continental shelf. The Bay of Biscay
goes from the Northern Spanish coast up to about 46° in “latitude”. In this region
at the end of May , a thermocline establishes itself: the top of the thermocline is
roughly at the same distance ziperm from the surface. The thermocline divides the
water column into three regions: the upper part, from the surface to ziperm deep,
the so called mixed layer. This is where the larvae grow. Below is the thermocline, a
rather thin layer where the temperature loses rapidly a few degrees and the vertical
mixing coefficient is negligibly small. Below the thermocline is another well mixed
layer where the temperature is only slowly changing with depth. This region is of no
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concern to us for the rest of the study, which will be confined to the mathematical
issues related to the above mentioned model.

The domain of study has notably been restricted to the upper layer, the so called
mixed layer of the water column.

The purpose of this work is to perform a mathematical analysis of the model,
notably, show existence, uniqueness and positivity of solutions. In a previous work
coauthored by Boushaba, Boussouar; and Arino [6], a simplified version of the model
of the phytoplankton had been investigated. It was assumed that the diffusion rate
and the vertical current does not depend on time and the horizontal current is
uniform throughout the water column. Under this assumption, it was possible to
uncouple the vertical and the horizontal components in the following sense: the
study was restricted to each of the horizontal streamlines: the restriction to such a
line reduces the functions of time horizontal components to functions of time so that
the full model reduces on such a line to a diffusion equation in the vertical variable
coupled with a first order growth equation. Our purpose in this work is to extend
this method to the more realistic situation where the diffusion rate and the vertical
current depends also on time and the horizontal current is uniform throughout the
water column. The idea we exploit here is the same in the first time, that is to
uncouple the vertical and the horizontal components but the restriction on such a
line gives equations of parabolic type with time dependent coefficients. The study
of such equations takes up the main part in this work.

Time dependence is dealt with using results on time-dependent evolution equa-
tions by Acquistapace [Tl 2, B] and several other authors (Lunardi [§], Tanabe [I0]).
A valuable source of information of this work was a monograph by Tanabe [10].
The main result of this part, stated in theorem [4.1] ensures that, under some con-
ditions on the coefficients of the equation, the Cauchy problem associated with the
equation has a unique classical solution, which moreover is nonnegative if the initial
value is non negative. The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 is devoted to
recall some important theorems. Section 3 is devoted to a detailed presentation of
the model. Section 4 is devoted to proving existence, uniqueness and positivity of
solution of our problem.

2. NOTATION AND PRELIMINARY RESULTS

Let Y be a Banach space and [a, b] a finite interval of the real line, then we define
the space
C([a,b;Y) ={f :[a,b] = Y : f is continuous}.
Note that C([a,b];Y) is a Banach space with the norm

I fllcapyy = sup [[f(s)lly-
a,b]

se

We also consider the space C!([a,b]; V) consisting of functions f € C([a,b];Y) such
that f is strongly differentiable in [a,b] and f’ € C([a,b];Y"), with the norm

[fllcranyy = 1flleqabiyy + L loqap:y)-
Let 6 €]0, 1] then we define the following Holder type spaces

OO0, B:Y) = {f € Cla B V) : los qagpyy = sup{ L& =Wy

[t — s/’
t,s € [a,b],t # s} < oo},
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which is equipped with the norm

Il fllceas;yy = Iflleqapsyy + [fleo (apsy) -
Also let
CH([a,b]:Y) = {f € C'([a,0};Y) : f' € C%([a,0];Y)},
with norm
I fllcreappsvy = Iflleqasiyy + 1 Lo aey)-

We consider the problem

ug(t, ) — alt, ©)uge (6, ) — b(t, z)uy(t, ) — c(t, x)u(t,z) =0,
(t,z) € [0,T] x [0,1] 2.1)
ao(t)ult, 0) — Bo(t)us (t,0) = as(Bu(t, 1) + B (Bua(t, 1) =0, ¢ & [0,T],
u(0,2) = ®(x), =« €]0,1],
under the following assumptions:
a,b,c € C([0,T] x [0,1]),
a(.,x),b(.,z),c(.,z) € CH°([0, T]; R) (2.2)

with norms indpendent of = € [0, 1], for some ¢ €]0, 1],
a>0,c<0 1in[0,7] x [0,1],

To recall some propositions, we set E = C([0,1]), [[ullg = sup,¢p,y) lu(z)|, and
define for each t € (0,7,

D(A(t)) = {u € C*([0,1])  ao(t)u(0) — Bo(t)u'(0) = ax(t)u(1) + Bu(t)u'(1) = 0,}
At yu = a(t, )u”" +b(t, )u' + c(t,.)u
(2.3)

Proposition 2.1 ([2]). Let a,b,c be as in (2.1)), , and suppose that u €
C?([0,1)) is a solution of

Au—a(t, )u” —b(t, )u' —c(t, )u= f e C([0,1]),
ap(t)u(0) — Bo(t)u'(0) = 2 € C, (2.4)
ag (u(l) + B (t)u'(1) = z; € C,
where t € [0,T) is fized and X is a complex number lying in the sector
Yk ={2€C:Rez>0}U{z€C:|Imz| > K|Rez|} (K >0.)
Then there exists M > 0, depending on K, a,b,c, but independent of t such that
A+ Dl e+ A+ e +w e < M| flle+Q+AY2) (20| +]|21])). (2.5)
As a consequence of the above proposition we have the following result.

Proposition 2.2 ([2]). Let a,b,c be as in 2.1)), 2.2); let {A(t)}repo,r) be defined
by . Then we have:
(i) [0,00[C p(A(2)) for allt € [0,T); where p(A(t)) is the resolvent set of A(t)
and R(\, A(t)) = (M — A(t)) !
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(ii) Xk C p(A(t)) and for each K > 0 there exists M(K) > 0 (depending also
on a,b,c) such that

M(K)

RN A(t e —_——
IRO AW lew) < 17y

YA € Sk, Wt € [0,T],

where Y is defined above.
Definition 2.3 ([I0]). A classical solution of is a function
u € C([0,T], E)NC((0,T], D(A(t))) N C*((0,T), E),
such that u(0) = z, v'(t) — A(t)u(t) =0 in (0, 7.

Let us assume the following hypotheses:

(AT1) For each t € [0,T], A(t) : D(A(t)) C E — E is a closed linear operator and
there exists M > 0 and 6 € (7, m) such that

p(A(®#)) 2 Sp:={AeC:A#£0,|arg )| < 0} U{0},

IR A®))| < VA € S U {0}, vt € 0,7,

14 Al
(AT2) There exist B > 0 and 6y, ...,0k,v1,. ..,V with 0 < v; < §; < 2 such that

51' I//L'fl

A

b

k
IAM RO, AD)(A() ™ = (AN HI < BY |t —s
i=1

forall A€ Sp— {0}, 0<s<t<T.
It is obvious that Y g and Sy are the same sets.

Theorem 2.4 ([10]). Assume that (AT1) and (AT2) hold. Then, if z € D(A(0)),
problem (2.1)) has a unique classical solution.

Remark 2.5. In general the function ¢ in the problem (2.1)is not negative. More-
over by setting u = ve*! with w € R, the function v is solution of

V() — (A(t) —wD)o(t) =0, te (0,7

v(0) ==x. (2:6)

Hence existence, uniqueness and positivity of solutions of problem ([2.6)) is equivalent
to the same properties of problem (2.1)).

3. THE MODEL

The domain under consideration is Q@ = D x (0, z*), where D is an open subset
of the surface, that is D is a portion of the plane and z* is the distance from the
surface to a region above the thermocline .

The state variable for the dynamics of the larvae is the density of larvae. For
the part of the larval cycle which goes from fertilization to the end of stage, the
density I = [(t, s, P), where s denotes the position within the stages, which we take
specifically of the Bay of Biscay anchovy in [1,12) [4] and P = (z,y, z) represents
a generic point in the physical space.

The region of observation is assimilated to the product of the horizontal plane
and a vertical line. The origin is a point of the surface in the sea, the x axis is
oriented westward, the y axis is oriented northward, and the z axis is oriented
downward. Of course ¢ is the chronological time. [ is a density with respect to the
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stage and the position. The larvae are characterized by their density, that is to say,
at each time ¢t € [0, 7], where T is the maximal time of observation, {(t, s, P) can
be thought of as the larvae biomass per unit of volume evaluated at the point P,
at that time. The full model is as follows

ol o(fl) o ol

l(t,l,x,y,z) = B(tvP)»
o (3.1)
h&_o, z=0,
ol "
ha—() z=2z",

We now discuss in detail the parameters and functions of the model.

The velocity. The velocity vector V (¢, P) = (Vi (t, P), Va(t, P), Va(t, P)) describes
the sea current which is supposed to be known. We assume that the sea water is
incompressible, which yields:

div(V) =0, (3.2)

with Vi (¢, x,y, 2) = Vi(t, z,y), Va(t, x,y, 2) = Va(t, z,y).

The mixing coefficient. The mixing coefficient h = h(t, P) gives the diffusion
rate, supposed to be essentially vertical.

The growth function. The main biological parameters are functions f(t,s),
which gives the instantaneous rate of progression within the stages from the egg
fertilization to the end of the yolk-sac period. For the principle of determination
see [0 [].

The mortality of larvae. The mortality is modelled by the expression p =
u(t, s, P).

Demographic boundary conditions. Demographic boundary conditions are
given at s = 1, at any time during the spawning period, the variable s takes its
values in the interval [1,12), where s = 1 corresponds to the newly fertilized eggs,
and s = 12, to the end of the yolk sac period.

Horizontal boundary conditions. Model does not show any lateral bound-
ary conditions. Choosing the right boundary in the z and y directions is a difficult
issue that we mainly avoid here by assuming that the initial value has a compact
support contained in the interior of the domain and we consider the solution within
a time interval [0, 7] during which the horizontal projection of the support is con-
tained in the interior of the domain D.

Vertical boundary conditions. Vertical boundary conditions are imposed at the
surface and at z*, here we are assuming a no flux conditions.

Initial conditions Initial conditions are given at ¢ = 0 (beginning of the year).
The standing assumption is that there is no larva alive at this period of the year,
so that 1(0, s, z,y,2) = 0.

Remark 3.1. What we call an initial value in the present context is not the value
of the solution at a given time or rather, the only relevant information would be
that at ¢ = 0 (that is 1%¢ January) there is no larva in the sea. What we consider
as an initial value is the distribution of newly fertilized eggs, that is the larvae at
stage s = 1 all over the reproduction season.
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4. EXISTENCE, UNIQUENESS AND POSITIVITY OF THE SOLUTION OF THE
CAUCHY PROBLEM

The aim of this section is to show that model (3.1) possesses a positive, unique
solution. For this we use an approach by the method of characteristics to build a
one dimensional time dependent parabolic equation whose solution will yield the
solution of equation (3.1)). We assume that

(H1) Vi, Vs are functions in C1((0,7) x D) and f € C1((0,T) x (1,12)).

We introduce the flow generated by the horizontal current and the size growth, that
is

¢ = ¢(Ta to; 17 Zo, yo)a
and for each initial value ¢ = (to, 1,0, y0), O(T, f) is the solution of the equation

dt ds dr dy
il
satisfying ¢(0) = to, s(0) = 1, (0) = xq, y(0) = yo, since the theory of ordinary
differential equations guarantees that a unique characteristic curve passes through
each point C.
We denote I(7,z) = I(1,(, 2) = [(¢(7,C), z) the restriction of I along the charac-
teristic line. The equation verified by [ reads

ol(r,z). -

) = (1, f(t,9), Vilt,z,y), Va(t, 2,y)), (4.1)

ol(r,z) - 0l(r,z) 0 - _
_ G pins) I =
or Vs 0z 82'( 0z ) +71(r2) =0,

where V3 := Va(7, C,2), h = h(r, C2), 7 = A, f,z) are the restrictions of
V3, h, B, ~ respectively along the characteristic line and ~ is equation of order

0. So to each (, we have associated the following problem
a ol 0,0l
o Ve "5 "5:

)+ =0,

Z(O,Z)_= B(2),

h(r,0) ol (1,0) =0, (42)

0z

h(r,2*) ol

0z

where B(z) is the restriction of B along the characteristic line. We consider the
operator A(7) : D(A(1)) C C([0, z*]) — C(]0, z*]) defined by

A(T)u = Va(r, Ju' — (h(1, )u") +75(T, . )u,
D(A(7)) ={u € C*([0,27]), h(7,0)u'(0) = h(r,z*)u/(z*) = 0}.

(r,2%) =0,

We now state the assumptions of this section.
(H2) h e CY([0,T] x ), V3 € C([0,T] x Q), v € C([0,T] x [1,12] x Q).
(H3) h, 22, Vi € C19([0,T); C(Q)), and 5 € C13([0, T); C([1,12] x Q).
(H4) h > co in [0,T] x §2 where ¢o > 0.

Theorem 4.1. Assume (H2)-(H/) hold. If the positive function B is in C([0,2*]),
then problem has a unique non-negative classical solution.
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Proof. Without loss of generality we can assume that v > 0, otherwise we can
replace v by v + w > 0 see Remark The main idea is to use theorem [2.4
The first assertion (AT1) follows from the proposition Concerning the second
assertion (AT2), for f € C([0,2*]), t,s € G1, where G7 is some neighborhood of
7=0,\€ Sy —{0}, weset v=(A(s))" f and u = R(\, A(t)) (A — A(s))v, then we
have to estimate the C([0, z*])-norm of

u—v=(A1)RA A®) (A1) ™ — (A(s)) ") f-
Now u — v € C%([0,2*]) and u and v solve

Au— A(t, Ju = v — f,
h(t,0)u’(0) = h(t, z*)u/(z*) = 0,

and

h(s,0)v'(0) = h(s, z*)v'(z*) = 0,
respectively. This shows that
Au —v) = A(t, ) (u—v) = (A(t,.) — A(s, ))v,
h(t,0)(u" —v")(0) = (h(s,0) — h(t,0))v'(0), (4.5)
h(t, 2*)(u' = ') (") = (h(s, ") = h(t, z%))v" (7).
Applying Proposition to (4.4) with A = 0, we have
[olle <clfle. (4.6)
Using again the proposition to (4.5)), we get
Alllu=vlle < M(|[(A(s, ) = At ))olle + (L + [A]Y?)
x (|(h(s,0) = A(t,0))v"(0)] +[(A(s, 2%) —
Using hypothesis (H3) and by virtue of (4.6)),
lu =z < e(lt = slIATHE = sl AT+ 1t = s[IATY2) £

Hence the hypothesis (AT2) holds.

Since D(A(0)) is dense in C([0, z*]) see [2], then according to Theorem for
B € C([0,2*]) we have existence and uniqueness of a classical solution of problem
. It remain to see that the solution is positive which can be proved by the
standard argument. If w is solution of problem , we set u = uT — u~ where
uT and u~ are respectively the positive and negative part of u, so multiplying the
equation by u~, and integrating over (0, z*) we have

(t.2")v'(2)])) -

= ou Oudu~ ou B
/0 (87“ +h(773)$W+V3(772)$u + (7, 2)uu”)dz = 0,

hence

1d, _ = ou ST S
—§%||u (T)”%z(o,z*) 260/0 \Wpdz—mg/o 55 ¢ dz—|—m4/0 lu~|?dz,

with
ms = sup |Va(r,2)l,  ma = inf [3(7,2)].

T,2
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Since i i
Z ou~ z ou~ 1
——udz < — P+ —luP)dz, Vp>0
/o 5 U z_/o (p|az|+p|u\)z, p>0,
it follows that
ou™ (1)

*7||U_(T)||2L2(o,z*) + (co — m3ﬁ)”7”%2(072*)
ms3 _
+ (ma — 3 +w)lu (T)H%Q(O,z*)
<wllu” (T)||2L2(o,z*)v
choosing p and w such that

co—msp >0 and m4—@+w>0,
p

SO
%%Huf(ﬂn;@,ﬁ) < wlu™ (M)220,0);

then
™ ()1 0,24) < lu™ (O)][F20,2-)€*7

which gives u~(7) = 0 provided B > 0, then the solution is positive. O

Recall that for z € [0, 2*] the system
t =T(r,t0,20,50), s=S(7,t0,%0,%0),
x = X(7,t0,0,%0), y=7Y(7,to,T0,Y0),
is a solution of the characteristic system emanating from the point . We have
also
to =T(0,t0,20,%0), 1= 5(0,t0,20,%0),
zo = X(0,%0,70,%0), Yo =Y (0,%0,0,Y0)-

It
ar 9T 9T  OT

or  Olg Oz Oyo
b5 08 98 M
Jac(T,S.X,Y) = 8% 2% 3% 3% #0,
or Oty Oxzg Oyg
ov oY 9 ¥
orT ato 631'0 Byo =0
then the Jacobian does not vanish in a neighborhood of the initial curve. There-
fore, the local inversion theorem guarantees that we can solve for (7, %o, 2o, yo) as
function of (¢, s, z,y) near the initial curve; that is, there exists a neighborhood G

of (0,tg,x0,y0) and a neighborhood G of (¢, s, z,y) such that
(1,5, X,)Y): Gy —» G
is a diffeomorphism. Then
T =11t s,2,y),  to =2t s, 7,Y),
zo =Y3(t,s,2,y), yo=alt,s 2,y),
and for initial data
0 =v1(to, 1,70,%0), to = 2(to, 1,70, %0),
xo = P3(to, 1,20,%0), Yo = Yalto, 1,70, Yo)-
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Once problem is solved, we have
l(t757$7yaz) = 7(7#1’1#2;1#371&4,2)7
in a neighborhood of G. Indeed, by differentiation we obtain that
o _olov | Ol ovs | O vy O oy
ot  or ot Oty 0t  Oxg Ot  Oyp Ot
O Oovs | O ov. | O vy | O du,
ds Ot 9s Oty Os  Oxy Os = Oy Os
O DLov O ovs Ol o ol ow
Vige =G o T ot or T om0 T aye 0r )
o, Dou | OLovs Ol v 0o
Vag, =V 550y T ot oy T 0w 0y oo 0y )

f

Thus

ol ol ol oL ol ,o 0 0 0
+f—+vl—+%—f—(ﬂ+f%+vlﬂ+vgﬂ)

at 7’ ds oz dy or' i oz Ay
rlE REE A A
;;(%?’+f%1f’+vlaaf+w%f’)
i(%‘ﬁ‘*+f%?+v1@f+v2%¢;>.

Then

O 070V 05 000X 00y 0¥ 0un,
Oty 0T Ot Oty Os Oxg Ox Jyo Oy
ol 0T 0y  0S Oy OX Obs DY O

* 920 or 0t T oty 05+ Bwg 0w T ogs By )
O 9L 0vs 0500y OX v OV 0un,

Oyo O Ot Oty Os  Oxg Ox  Oyg Oy’

For Z = (T,5,X, V)l and ¢ = (¥1,v2,%3,%4)T, we have (Z o ¥)(t,s,1,y) =
(t,s,x,y) which implies
Jac(Z). Jac(v) =1d 4. (4.7)

By identification in , we find

OT o0 | 05 0u DX 0us OV o _

or ot Oty s Oxg Ox  Oyy Oy ’

OT Otpy  0S Opa  OX Otpy | QY Otpy

dr Ot ' Oty 9s | dxg dx  Oyo Oy
O3 O3 O3 O3
7+fg+‘/1%+v287y:0’
OT Uy 05 0u DX 0us OV 0w
or ot Oty Os Oxg Ox dyog Oy
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Therefore, -
ol ol ol ol ol
In addition, ~
o _ o
0z 0z’
for the initial data

l(t,17$,y7z) = (1/J1(t71a95a3/>71/}2(ta17%1/)7%(15’17%?/)71#4(15’1’13»?/)72),
= (07tum7y7z)7

:B(t7x,yvz)'

Then [ is a unique solution of (3.1). So the solution [ of (3.1)) can be determined in
terms of the solution I of (4.2)).
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