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About our Library

Texas State University

University Libraries Five Branches 

 Alkek Library

 Archives & Research Center repository

 Round Rock Campus Library

 University Archives

 The Wittliff Collections



Meeting the Needs of our Library Staff

 Acquisitions

 Separate records for each vendor

 Separate records (even if same vendor)

 Purchased

 Leased

 Demand driven

 Easy collection retrieval in the catalog

 Library of Congress classification for 

subject analysis

 Fund codes

 Subject Librarians

 Is resource purchased or leased?

 User access notes

 Library of Congress classification

 LCSH subject headings

 Local subject headings

 Local collection headings

 Fund codes



Tricks we use to meet library staff needs

Separate Records for each vendor/purchased/leased/Demand 

▪ 001 – Bib ID number alpha code prefix is added

▪ Alexander Street Press leased records: asp12345678

▪ Alexander Street Press purchased records: aspp12345678

Easy collection retrieval in catalog

▪ 730 collection titles! Added by Collection Manager or batch processing

▪ Example: 730 0 Springer Education Collection.

Fund codes

▪ Searchable 691 field coded with year, fund code, staff code:  1930L

Purchased or leased notes in bibliographic records (500 note & permanent 9XX fields) 

User access notes in bibliographic records (500 note & permanent 9XX fields) 



What do our researchers need?

 One record per work

 Robust bibliographic description 

 Accurate titles

 Table of contents

 Summaries

 Subjects (both keyword and LCSH)

 Authors

 Uniform titles (particularly for music works)

 Links that actually work



Merging Records from a Single Vendor

 Collection Manager Delivery Files

 Single vendor – Same format – Purchased or Leased 

 Code single delivery file

 For each CM collection, program the addition of a 730 collection access point



All Springer CM Records 

Delivered to Springer Delivery File 



Communication / Communication
What is Cataloging/Acquisitions doing?

 How we simplified communication between departments 

 Spreadsheet in shared folder documenting collection details

 Records: Vendor ; Collection Name ; How cataloged ; 
Purchased/Leased/Demand driven/Evidence based/Open source 
information ; Format ; Notes about the collection

 Internal Cataloging spreadsheet to denote how to process each 

collection

 Coding match points, collection access points, purchased/leased 
information, etc.

 Sharepoint Task Form to assign Cataloging staff work:

 New/existing collection work

 Collections to be cancelled

The Wild West of
Cataloging E-Resources







Receive WorldShare Collection 

Manager Records

 Advantages

 Free! With full membership

 Can update records (metadata or knowledge base)

 Customizable

 Choose frequency of records

 Choose which updates to trigger

 Choose to receive full files each month



Trigger examples



MARC delivery



Processing with CM files

 Process files via a Ruby program called MARC_set_wrangler (credit to 

Kristina Spurgin, Library Data Strategist, of University of North Carolina, 

Chapel Hill) https://github.com/UNC-Libraries/MARC-record-set-wrangler

 Compares full collection loads of the current month with the previous 

month.

 Generates new files specific to our parameters

 New files

 Updated file 

 Delete files 

https://github.com/UNC-Libraries/MARC-record-set-wrangler


Ruby program: Features we Use

 Add fields to records

 Clean up & add prefix to id fields (001 in cataloging speak)

 Authority control: Flags records that have changes to controlled 

access points (author, subject, series) which reduces the 

number of records sent to authority control vendor.

Operates on 

command line



Final Processing of Records

 Electronic Resources cataloger plays key role as last 
stop quality control/troubleshooting. Some activities:

 VERY IMPORTANT: Verifies URLs are working

 Eliminates fields that can cause catalog problems (029)

 Ensures correct collection tracings appears

 LC call number (core subject)

 When possible, matches call number with current tangible holdings

 Subject headings (core subjects)

 Diacritic maintenance & other cleanups

 Loads the records



Case Study: Upgrading Proquest records

 Purchased records from Acquisitions vendor 

 Advantages: 

 Fairly consistent quality

 Ease of cataloging 

 Disadvantages: 

 Standards evolve (RDA, Provider Neutral record), records become outdated

 Missing out on community enhancements, such as TOC or summaries

 Added Challenge: 

 Records include number of users notes in MARC record (Single-user) that need 
to be retained/updated



Phase 1: Create consistent 

matchpoint to overlay vendor records 

with CM records

001 of purchased vendor records 

involved identifier (usually found in 

URL)
ebcp1075080 →

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/txstate/detail

.action?docID=1075080



Step 1: Delete existing 001

 Easily convert identifier (001) in records from CM 

using URL via MarcEdit

 Delete existing 001 of OCLC # (Using Add/Delete 

field)



Step 2: Build New Field in MarcEdit



Step 3: Regular Expression 

replacement

 Using Edit Field, do a replacement to eliminate all 

parts of the links except for the vendor ID.

 Before: 

ebcphttp://libproxy.txstate.edu/login?url=https://e

bookcentral.proquest.com/lib/txstate/detail.action

?docID=408518

 After: ebcp408518



Phase 1, Matchpoint, continued

 Added Challenge: Proquest has absorbed so 
many vendors over the years making it difficult 
to find official “Proquest” identifier for them 
(RIP ebrary, etc.)
 Proquest spreadsheet to the rescue: had many of these 

identifiers listed

 For those that weren’t found, used macro to obtain URL

 Needed to dedup many records



Deduplication of records: Low-tech 

method Using Excel

 1st: Find matchpoint to dedup records (001, URL, etc)

 2nd: Export selected fields from OPAC records in package

 3rd: Open in Excel and sort by matchpoint

 4th: Setup 2 columns with “Exact” formula

 5th: Copy “True” values into tab

 6th: Re-sort and select dups to delete

 7th: Copy dups & save to file to import into ILS

Credit to Matthew Inman for “Tumbeasts”



Spreadsheet containing potential dups







Phase 2: Resolve User Notes

 Out of sync with reality due to multiple mergers, database entropy

 Vendor spreadsheet to the rescue

 Added metadata to local 9XX fields 

 Added Challenge:

 Different models, such as non-linear purchase models (325 use limit annually)

 Compromise: Displayed user note as: 



Phase 3: Overlay records with CM 

records

 Change 001 of incoming records through MarcEdit

 Overlay records (Run test beforehand)

 User access in 970 field: Globally inserted notes after 
overlay

 Example: 970  2 user 

 500  "Two-user access"



Database Rule: Do No Harm

 Some bad apples: Overall records improvement, but 5% 

(~1,000) of CM records worse than existing records

 Bare bones minimal records

 Subject headings were sub-standard (no LCSH).

 505 & 520 often seemed questionable.



Conclusion

 Hopes to someday be able Use Collection Manager 

to combine records for the same e-resource title

 Future Library Systems on the market or in 

development



Questions? Comments? Ideas?

Misty Hopper 

Head of Cataloging & Metadata Services

MH27@txstate.edu

512-245-3005

Mary Aycock

Database & Metadata Management Librarian

MBA18@txstate.edu

(512) 245-0510
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