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PREFACE 

As a resident of Sequin since 1945 and a member of a 

third-generation Guadalupe County family, I have long been 

exposed to the stories and legends that form the tradition 

of this area of Texas. In pursuing a thesis topic, I was 

interested in adding to the historical knowledge of my com- 

munity. For this reason, when my friend and fellow Seguinite 

Ann Malone suggested that a comprehensive study of Guadalupe 

College would be a worthwhile project, my curiosity was imme- 

diately aroused. The ruined buildings and deserted campus of 

the old school had fascinated the youth of my generation. 

Isolated from black history by the wall of segregation, we 

had viewed the defunct college as somewhat of a mystery. 

Like most area citizens, I possessed a little knowledge 

about the institution, but I had no understanding of its 

true significance. The search for a factual history of 

Guadalupe College proved to be a challenging and rewarding 

endeavor. 

In my quest for information about Guadalupe College, I 

became acquainted with a number of black Baptists who were 

intimately associated with the institution. Their generous 

cooperation in sharing their memories was essential to the 

development of my thesis. I shall always remember with 



i v  

p l e a s u r e  t h e  hours  w e  s p e n t  d i s c u s s i n g  Guadalupe Col lege ;  I 

am deep ly  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  and encouragement t h a t  

t h e y  gave t o  my p r o j e c t .  

L ikewise ,  I am g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  members of my t h e s i s  

committee--Dr. E v e r e t t e  Swinney, D r .  Emrnie Craddock, and 

D r .  Theodore Hindson--for t h e i r  t h o u g h t f u l  and c o n s t r u c t i v e  

s u g g e s t i o n s .  The f i n a l  p roduct  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  e x t e n s i v e  

knowledge o f  t h e  a r t  of  w r i t i n g  h i s t o r y .  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  I would l i k e  t o  d e d i c a t e  my t h e s i s  t o  

t h e  many f r i e n d s  and alumni of  Guadalupe Col lege.  Through 

my r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e i r  s t o r y ,  I have inc reased  my knowledge 

o f  Guadalupe County and i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  my appre- 

c i a t i o n  of  t h e  beauty  and t r agedy  of  black h i s t o r y .  



CHAPTER I 

BLACK EDUCATION I N  TEXAS: AN OVERVIEW 

Guadalupe Co l l ege ,  " a  neg ro  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  owned, o f f i -  

c e r e d ,  managed, p a t r o n i z e d ,  and suppor ted  by t h e  negroes  

t h e m s e l v e s I 1 ' l  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Sequin ,  Texas,  i n  1884 and 

" e n t e r e d  upon t h e  work of  h i g h e r  educa t ion  among Negroes of  

t h e  Southwest"  i n  1 8 8 7 . ~  The s t o r y  of  t h i s  s choo l - - i t s  

s t r e n g t h s  and weaknesses ,  i t s  achievements and f a i l u r e s ,  

i t s  good days  and bad--forms a  p a r t  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  h i s t o r y  

o f  b l a c k  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  South  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

While Guadalupe C o l l e g e  had some unique c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  i n  

many ways i t s  development p a r a l l e l e d  t h a t  of  o t h e r  p r i v a t e l y -  

c o n t r o l l e d  Negro e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I ts  hopes and 

dreams were s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  of  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ,  a s  were i t s  

problems and shor tcomings .  The f o r c e s  t h a t  shaped Negro 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  e l s ewhere  a l s o  had a  profound e f f e c t  on t h e  de- 

velopment o f  t h e  Seguin f a c i l i t y .  Although s e v e r a l  b l a c k  

c o l l e g e s  i n  Texas endured f o r  a  l o n g e r  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  

'u. S  . , Department of  I n t e r i o r ,  Bureau of Educa t ion ,  
H i s t o r y  of  Educa t ion  i n  Texas ,  by J. J. Lane, C i r c u l a r  of 
I n f o r m a t i o n  No. 2 ,  1903 (Washington, D . C . :  Government 
P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 0 3 ) ,  p. 118.  

 avid Abner, J r . ,  L e t t e r  t o  t h e  E d i t o r ,  Seguin En te r -  
p r i s e ,  3  February  1893. 



Guadalupe  C o l l e g e  c a n  s e r v e  as a n  example o f  t h e  d e t e r m i n e d  

e f f o r t  o f  t h e  Negro p e o p l e  t o  o b t a i n  an e d u c a t i o n  f o r  them- 

s e l v e s  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  impor tance  

o f  Guadalupe C o l l e g e ,  it i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  examine b r i e f l y  t h e  

background o f  b l a c k  e d u c a t i o n  i n  Texas .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  

War, h a r s h  l a w s  f o r b i d d i n g  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s l a v e s  i n  t h e  

b a s i c  l e a r n i n g  s k i l l s  had been p a s s e d  a s  a  d e f e n s i v e  measure  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S o u t h ;  n o t  more t h a n  t e n  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  Negro 

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  c o u l d  r e a d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  

E m a n c i p a t i o n  P r o c l a m a t i o n .  I n  t h e  pos twar  y e a r s ,  e d u c a t i o n  

became t h e  c h e r i s h e d  g o a l  o f  t h e  Negro r a c e .  Eager  t o  l e a r n ,  

t h e  newly f r e e d  s l a v e s  " f l o c k e d  t o  t h e  g r o v e s ,  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  

on Sunday and weekdays,  by day  and by n i g h t , "  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  

impromptu s c h o o l s  t h a t  s p r a n g  up. The Freedmen 's  Bureau,  

c r e a t e d  by Congress  i n  1865 t o  promote and s u p e r v i s e  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  s l a v e s ,  a s s i s t e d  m i s s i o n a r y  and 

p h i l a n t h r o p i c  a g e n c i e s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  Negro s c h o o l s .  

The Bureau p r o v i d e d  f u n d s  f o r  s a l a r i e s  and b u i l d i n g s ;  t h e  

American M i s s i o n a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p l i e d  t h e  t e a c h e r s .  
5 

3 ~ e v e n t h  
O l i v e r  Wendell  
( N e w  York: n . p .  

Census  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t e d  i n  Dwight 
Holmes, The E v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  Negro C o l l e g e  
, 1934;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  N e w  York: AMS P r e s s ,  

1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  1 0 .  

4 ~ r e d e r i c k  Eby, The Development o f  Educa t ion  i n  Texas 
( N e w  York: Macmil lan  Company, 1 9 2 5 ) ,  p .  264. 

'1bid .  The American M i s s i o n a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a non- 
s e c r e t a r i a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1846,  had l o n g  been 
engaged i n  a n t i s l a v e r y  a c t i v i t i e s  and l e d  t h e  way i n  Negro 
e d u c a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War. I t  e v e n t u a l l y  became t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  a g e n t  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church. 



3 

BY 1867 some 4,198 s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  102 Freedmen ' s  

Bureau  s c h o o l s  i n  Texas ,  s t a f f e d  by 98 t e a c h e r s ,  b o t h  

b l a c k  and w h i t e ;  i n  1868 t h e  number o f  p u p i l s  e n r o l l e d  i n  

t h e  " h i g h e r  b r a n c h e s "  w a s  240. The Bureau c o n t i n u e d  t o  

a i d  and p r o t e c t  t h e  b e n e v o l e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p ro -  

m o t i o n  o f  b l a c k  e d u c a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  1870,  when i t  

began t o  wi thdraw from t h e  f i e l d  and t o  s h i f t  e d u c a t i o n a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  s t a tes ,  and t h e  Negroes 

t h e m s e l v e s .  7  

I n  t h e  meantime,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas made i t s  f i r s t  

t e n t a t i v e  e f f o r t  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  Negro e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1866.  While s p e c i f y i n g  t h a t  income from t h e  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d  b e  employed e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  

o f  w h i t e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  empowered t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

t o  l e v y  a s p e c i a l  t a x  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  purposes .  A l l  money 

r a i s e d  from Negroes  under t h i s  t a x  w a s  " t o  be  used f o r  t h e  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a sys tem o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  f o r  A f r i c a n s  and 

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  " 8  The s t a t e ,  however,  d i d  n o t h i n g  s p e c i f i c  

t o  implement  s u c h  a sys tem.  White o p p o s i t i o n  t o  b l a c k  edu- 

c a t i o n  was f o r m i d a b l e ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by t h e  b u r n i n g  of  

F reedmen ' s  Bureau s c h o o l s  and t h e  f r e q u e n t  i n t i m i d a t i o n  and 

6 1 ~ i s t o r v  o f  S c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  Colored  P o p u l a t i o n "  
i n  S p e c i a l  ~ e ~ o r t  o f  t h e  Commissioner o f   ducati ion on t h e  
Improvement o f  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  i n  t h e  Dis t r ic t  o f  Columbia, 
1 8 7 1  ( r e ~ r i n t  e d . ,  N e w  York: Arno Press and t h e  N e w  York 

7 ~ o l m e s ,  E v o l u t i o n  o f  Negro C o l l e q e ,  p.  4 8 .  

8 ~ b y ,  Development o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  p .  266. 



harassment  of  t h o s e  wh i t e s  who had come from t h e  North t o  

t e a c h .  9 

The impos i t ion  of Congressional  Reconstruct ion i n  1867 

brought  sweeping changes t o  t h e  educa t iona l  system i n  Texas., 

The " r a d i c a l "  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  1869 and t h e  subsequent i m -  

p lement ing l e g i s l a t i o n  provided f o r  a  h igh ly  c e n t r a l i z e d  

system t h a t  pe rmi t t ed  no d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  This  l e g i s l a t i o n  

guaranteed  Negroes an equa l  s h a r e  of t h e  monies a p p r o p r i a t e d  

f o r  p u b l i c  schoo l s ;  a t tendance  was made compulsory f o r  a l l  

c h i l d r e n ,  b l ack  and white .  lo B i t t e r  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  sys- 

t e m  a r o s e  immediately,  l a b e l i n g  it a s  c o r r u p t  and t y r a n n i c a l .  

Whites suspec ted  t h a t  Republican l e a d e r s  favored t h e  edu- 

c a t i o n  of b l a c k s  i n  o rde r  t o  ga in  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  suppor t ;  

many s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  r e fused  t o  coopera te  with  t h e  program. 

When t h e  Democrats rega ined  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Texas l e g i s l a t u r e  

i n  1872, t h e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  e lements  of t h e  pub l i c  school  

system were q u i c k l y  n u l l i f i e d  o r  des t royed .  
11 

The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convention t h a t  met i n  1875 s o  ha ted  

t h e  r a d i c a l  school  system t h a t  it dismant led t h e  e n t i r e  o r -  

g a n i z a t i o n ,  d e s t r o y i n g  i t s  good f e a t u r e s  a long with  t h e  bad. 

 bid., pp. 264-65. 

'O~awrence D.  Rice,  The Negro i n  Texas: 1874-1900 
(Baton Rouge: Louis iana  S t a t e  Un ive r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1971) , p .  10;  
Ann Baenziger  [Malone], "Bold Beginnings: The Radical  Pro- 
gram i n  Texas,  1870-1873" ( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  Southwest Texas 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1970) , pp. 51-53; Eby, Development of  Edu- 
c a t i o n ,  p. 266. 

' l ~ i c e ,  Negro i n  Texas,  pp. 1 0 - 1 1 ;  Eby, Development of 
Educat ion,  pp. 162-65; Baenziger [Malone], "Bold Beginnings,"  
pp. 50=60, 69-70. 



The C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  1876 a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  e s t a b -  

l i s h  and s u p p o r t  " a n  e f f i c i e n t  s y s t e m  o f  p u b l i c  f r e e  s c h o o l s . "  

~ a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  two r a c e s  w e r e  t o  be s e p a r a t e ,  a l t h o u g h  

b l a c k  c h i l d r e n  were t o  s h a r e  i n  t h e  annua l  e d u c a t i o n a l  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  l2 The r e s u l t i n g  s c h o o l  law o f  1876 c r e a t e d  

t h e  "community sys tem"  whereby p a r e n t s  and g u a r d i a n s  o rgan-  

i z e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  s c h o o l  communi t ies  and s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  

c o u n t y  judge  a l i s t  o f  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o o l .  

The judge  t h e n  a p p o i n t e d  t h r e e  t r u s t e e s ,  who employed t h e  

t e a c h e r  and s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  had t o  be  

r e p e a t e d  y e a r l y .  The s c h o o l  communit ies  had no d e f i n i t e  

b o u n d a r i e s ;  any g roup  o f  p a r e n t s ,  no m a t t e r  how few, c o u l d  

fo rm a  s c h o o l  and s h a r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  funds .  T h i s  cumbersome 

s y s t e m  c o n t i n u e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  unchanged u n t i l  1905,  a d v e r s e l y  

a f f e c t i n g  t h e  development  o f  a d e q u a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e i t h e r  

r a c e .  1 3  

With t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  "community s y s t e m , "  w h i t e  

a n t a g o n i s m  toward  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  b l a c k s  was s u p e r s e d e d  by a n  

a t t i t u d e  o f  i n d i f f e r e n c e .  S i n c e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l s  

w a s  o p t i o n a l  w i t h  e a c h  l o c a l  community, and s i n c e  no c e n t r a l  

a u t h o r i t y  e n f o r c e d  t h e  found ing  o f  c o l o r e d  s c h o o l s ,  Negro 

e d u c a t i o n  w a s  l a r g e l y  n e g l e c t e d .  With t h e  s t a t e  a d o p t i n g  

a p a s s i v e  r o l e ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  b o t h  e l e m e n t a r y  and h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n  f e l l  t o  N o r t h e r n  l e a d e r s h i p  and t o  t h e  Negroes 

1 2 ~ e x a s ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n  ( 1 8 7 6 ) ,  a r t .  V I I ,  s e c t i o n s  1 & 7 .  

13 Eby, Development o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  p. 172.  



t h e m s e l v e s .  S o u t h e r n e r s  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  s k e p t i c a l  of t h e  

v a l u e  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  freedman. T y p i c a l  of  t h i s  

a t t i t u d e  w a s  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a  Sou the rn  wri ter :  " I t  i s  

i n d i s p u t a b l e  t h a t ,  a s  a  r a c e ,  t h e  A f r i c a n  is  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e  

C a u c a s i a n  i n  i n t e l l i g e n t  comprehension,  r e a s o n i n g ,  and con- 

s t r u c t i v e  power."  The Negro, t h e r e f o r e ,  shou ld  be g i v e n  a  

"good common s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n , "  r a t h e r  t h a n  high-school  

t r a i n i n g  t h a t  would "de luge  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  s c h o o l  

t e a c h e r s . " l 5  Another  gentleman obse rved  t h a t  " t h i s  h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n ,  a s  it i s  c a l l e d ,  i s  b e i n g  a p p l i e d  t o  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  r i s i n g  g e n e r a t i o n ,  u n f i t t i n g  them f o r  u s e f u l  work, and 

g i v i n g  them i d e a s  a l t o g e t h e r  u n s u i t e d  t o  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  i n  

l i f e . "  H e  c r i t i c i z e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  "ill d i r e c t e d  p h i l a n -  

t h r o p y  o f  t h o s e  e x c e l l e n t  Nor the rn  peop le  who have founded 

s c h o o l s  a t  t h e  Sou th  t o  g i v e  t o  t h e  Negro t h e  advan tages  of  

a c l a s s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n . " 1 6  

Nor the rn  p h i l a n t h r o p y  had i ndeed  l e d  t h e  way i n  e s t a b -  

l i s h i n g  c o l l e g e s  f o r  t h e  freedman i n  many Southern  s t a t e s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  i n  Texas. "The Negro i n  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

and mora l  nakedness  a roused  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  en thus iasm a s  

n o t h i n g  else c o u l d  d o , "  wro t e  Negro s c h o l a r  and e d u c a t o r  

1 4 w i l l i a m  R .  Dav i s ,  The Development and P r e s e n t  S t a t u s  
o f  Negro Educa t i on  i n  E a s t  Texas ( N e w  York C i t y :  Bureau of  
P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e ,  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 3 4 ) ,  
p .  135 .  

S o u t  
1 5 ~ a r n e s  B .  C ra ighead ,  "The 

. h , "  P o p u l a r  S c i e n c e  Monthly 
F u t u r e  o f  t h e  Negro i n  t h e  

26 (November 1884) :39-46. 

1 6 ~ d m u n d  K i r k e ,  "How S h a l l  t h e  Negro B e  Educated?"  
Nor th  American Review 143(November 1886):421-26.  



Kelly ~iller. "1t was in a spasm of virtue that the founda- 

tion of the higher life of the Negro was laid. "17 These 

good people, never doubting the intellectual capabilities 

of the black man, considered it their duty to give him a 

chance, through Christian education, to move upward in life. 

Northern religious bodies most prominent in establishing 

and maintaining colleges for Negroes were the Baptists, the 

Methodists, the Presbyterians, and the Congregationalists. 18 

Northern denominational boards established four black 

colleges in Texas between 1873 and 1887. The earliest was 

Wiley College, founded in 1873 by the Freedmen's Aid Society 

of the Methodist Episcopal Church and located in Marshall. 

Tillotson College in Austin was founded in 1877 by the 

American Missionary Association of the Congregational Church, 

although it was not actually opened until 1381, the same 

year that Bishop College was established in Marshall by the 

American Baptist Home Mission Society. Mary Allen Seminary, 

a girls' school owned and controlled by the Presbyterian 

Board of Missions for Freedmen, opened its doors in 1887 in 

Crockett. Several other institutions were founded in later 

years, including Samuel Huston College in Austin, which 

17Kellv ~iller, "The Hiqher Education of the Nesro is 
at the ~rossGoads, I' Education-~eview 72 (December 1926) : 272. 
Professor Miller was long associated with Howard University, 
as professor of mathematics and Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences. 

Ltl~olmes, Evolution of Negro College, p. 67. 



opened in 1900. 19 

The curricula of these institutions followed in gen- 

eral the pattern of the classical academies and colleges in 

which the white faculties had been trained, a situation 

which generated considerable criticism and ridicule among 

Southern whites. Stories were told of "the kitchen scullion 

descanting upon Kant" and "the hotel waiter revelling in the 

glories of the Renaissance. '20 Many educators, black and 

white, eventually questioned the value of the traditional 

classical education for either race. Nevertheless, the 

early founders, through their dedication and high ideals, 

"gave to the freedmen a more precious heritage than any 

type of curriculum could possibly provide. "21 'However mis- 

taken the Northern denominational bodies may have been in 

their educational theories, without their zeal the Negro 

race would have been lacking the leadership which the first 

generation out of slavery furnished, the greater part of 

which was the product of these schools," wrote one historian 

of the movement. 22 

19u. s . , Department of Interior, Bureau of Education, - 

Negro Education: A Study of the Private and Higher Schools 
for Colored People in the United States, by Thomas Jesse 
Jones, Bulletin, 1916, Nos. 38 and 39 (Washington, D.C.: 
Government Printing Office, 1917; reprint ed., 2 vols., New 
York: Negro Universities Press, 1969), 2:580-84, 594, 596 
(hereafter cited as U.S. Bur. of Ed. Bulletin, 1916). 

20~elly Miller, "The Practical Value of Higher Educa- 
tion of the Negro, It Education 36 (December 1915) : 238. 

2 1 ~ . ~ .  Bur. of Ed. Bulletin, 1916, 1:56. 

22~olmes, Evolution of Negro College, pp. 70-71. 
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Inspired by the example of the Northern-sponsored 

schools, church boards of the various Negro denominations 

established additional institutions. Recognizing that blacks 

could not depend indefinitely on white benevolence, they were 

determined to help themselves wherever possible. The Texas 

Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church estab- 

lished Paul Quinn College in Waco in 1881. The various 

Negro Baptist conventions founded Hearne Academy in Hearne 

(1881) , Guadalupe College in Seguin (1884) , Houston College 

in Houston (1885) , Central Texas College in Waco (1901) , and 

Butler College in Tyler (1905), as well as several less im- 

portant schools. Texas College, opened in 1895 under the 

auspices of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, was also 

located in Tyler. 23 These Negro-sponsored institutions 

adopted the same curricula as those schools under the direc- 

tion of white boards. 

In attempting to provide Negro youth with an oppor- 

tunity for a higher education, the intentions of whites and 

blacks alike were beyond reproach, but the lack of coopera- 

tion and planning was appalling. Two Negro institutions 

existed simultaneously in each of four Texas cities (Mar- 

shall, Tyler, Waco, and Austin), while five such schools 

were located within a sixty mile radius in East Texas. 
24 

Kelly Miller observed that "every denomination is anxious to 

2 3 ~ . ~ .  Bur. of Ed. Bulletin, 1916, 2:576, 586-89. The 
only state-supported school, prairie View Industrial and 
~ormal ~ o l l e ~ e ,  was established in 1879. 

24Davis, Negro Education in East Texas, p. 108. 



have i t s  own s c h o o l s ,  t o  e n f o r c e  i t s  own p r i n c i p l e s ,  and in -  

c u l c a t e  i t s  own d o c t r i n e s  . . . [ t h u s ]  denominat ional  r i v a l r y  

impedes c o o p e r a t i o n .  " 2 5  Some of  t h e  schools  were organized  

t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  ambi t ions  o f  a  church  o r  an i n d i v i d u a l  de- 

s i r i n g  t o  manage a school .  The r e s u l t  w a s  a  was t e fu l  d u p l i -  

c a t i o n  t h a t  made f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  each inadequate .  26 

Another s e r i o u s  problem t h a t  a f f e c t e d  a l l  o f  t h e  so-  

c a l l e d  c o l l e g e s ,  i n  Texas a s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  w a s  t h e  neces- 

s i t y  of  o f f e r i n g  remedia l  work t o  t h e  poor ly  prepared s t u -  

d e n t s .  The i n f e r i o r  q u a l i t y  o f  e lementary schoo l s  and t h e  

s c a r c i t y  of Negro h igh  schoo l s  made i t  impera t ive  f o r  t h e  

b l a c k  c o l l e g e s  t o  d i r e c t  much o f  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  work on 

a lower l e v e l .  A l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  g iven  

i n  t h e  pr imary and secondary depar tments ;  on ly  a  few s t u -  

d e n t s  were engaged i n  c o l l e g i a t e  work. Even when t h e  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l  system ach ieved  some degree  of  p r o f i c i e n c y  on t h e  

e l emen ta ry  l e v e l ,  t h e  chu rch - r e l a t ed  schoo l s  were r e l u c t a n t  

t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  r emed ia l  work. A t  t h e  same t ime ,  t h e  Negro 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e r e  determined t o  o f f e r  c o l l e g e - l e v e l  work, 

a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  funds  and f a c i l i t i e s  were s e v e r e l y  s t r a i n e d .  

"Every schoo l  t h a t  t e a c h e s  t h e  l e a s t  b i t  of c l a s s i c s  i s  am- 

b i t i o u s  t o  c o n f e r  t h e  academic d e g r e e s , "  wrote  P r o f e s s o r  

M i l l e r .  "The smaller and f e e b l e r  c o l l e g e s  seem t o  make up 

2 5 ~ e l l y  M i l l e r ,  'The Educat ion o f  t h e  Negro i n  Report 
o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Commissioner of  Educat ion f o r  1900-1901, 
2  v o l s .  (Washington, D.C.: Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 0 2 ) ,  
1:837 ( h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  Miller, Com. of Ed. Report ,  1 9 0 1 ) .  

2 6 ~ . ~ .  Bur. o f  Ed. B u l l e t i n ,  1916,  1:151; Davis ,  Negro 
Educa t ion  i n  E a s t  Texas ,  p. 110. 
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their deficiencies by the number and variety of degrees 

which they confer." In effect, the Negro institutions 

were attempting to take care of every phase of education 

from the elementary school through the college. Professor 

Miller earnestly recommended that the black colleges con- 

solidate and coordinate their efforts; that the work of 

primary grade be relegated to the public schools; that the 

number of schools offering collegiate work be reduced, 

with some concentrating on thorough secondary work; and that 

those continuing to offer collegiate instruction raise 

their standards to an acceptable level. 27 His advice was 

not heeded. 

Still another devisive element in the early history 

of black education was the controversy over the role of 

vocational courses in the institutions of higher learning. 

General Charles Chapman Armstrong, founder of Hampton 

Institute in Virginia, was among the first to challenge the 

prevailing educational methods, advising that an "abstract 

cultural curriculum was inadequate as a requisite program 

for the whole equation of racial needs. "28 In Armstrong's 

opinion, "the education needed is one that touches upon the 

whole range of life, that aims at the formation of good 

habits and sound principles, that considers the details 

27~iller, Com. of Ed. Report, 1901, 1:831-42. 

28~eneral Charles Chapman Armstrong quoted in Miller, 
"Higher Education at Crossroads, I' p. 273. 



of  each  day.  "29  A t  Hampton h e  s t r e s s e d  manual t r a i n i n g  and 

i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s .  

Armst rong ' s  p u p i l  and pro tege ,  Booker T.. Washington, 

a p p l i e d  t h e s e  same p r i n c i p l e s  a t  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  which 

he  founded i n  1881. Ques t ion ing  t h e  emphasis on c l a s s i c a l  

s t u d i e s  i n  most Negro c o l l e g e s ,  Washington urged t h a t  " t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  people  of my r a c e  be s o  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e  mental  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  masses 

w i l l  be  b rought  t o  b e a r  upon t h e  every-day p r a c t i c a l  t h i n g s  

of  l i f e ,  upon something t h a t  i s  needed t o  be done, and 

something which t h e y  w i l l  be  p e r m i t t e d  t o  do i n  t h e  commu- 

n i t y  i n  which t h e y  r e s i d e .  lf30 H e  was concerned t h a t  young 

men w e r e  b e i n g  educa ted  i n  astronomy and L a t i n ,  b u t  no t  i n  

c a r p e n t r y ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  drawing, farming o r  engineer ing .  

H e  w a s  d i s cou raged  t o  f i n d  young women who knew much about  

geography o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  chemis t ry ,  b u t  no th ing  about  

n u t r i t i o n  and hygiene .  31 The cur r icu lum a t  Tuskegee in -  

c l u d e d  t h i r t y - t h r e e  t r a d e s  and i n d u s t r i e s ;  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

l e a r n e d  by a c t u a l l y  doing t h e  work and were p a i d  f o r  t h e  

commodities t h e y  produced,  t h u s  enab l ing  them t o  pay p a r t  

o r  a l l  o f  t h e i r  expenses .  Nevertheless, Tuskegee from t h e  

f i r s t  ma in t a ined  an academic depar tment ,  r ecogn iz ing  that 

* ' ~ e n e r a l  Armstrong quoted i n  U.S. Bur. of Ed. B u l l e t i n ,  
1916,  1 : l O .  

3 0 ~ o o k e r  T. Washington, ' I n d u s t r i a l  Education f o r  t h e  
Negro" i n  The Negro Problem (New York: James P a t t  & Co., 1903 ;  
r e p r i n t  ed . ,  M i a m i :  Mnemosyne p u b l i s h i n g ,  I n c . ,  1969) , p. 17.  

3 1 ~ b i d . ,  pp. 13-16. 



t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  t e a c h i n g  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  c o u r s e s  i n v o l v e d  a 

c e r t a i n  amount o f  s c h o l a r l y  p r e p a r a t i o n .  Another  g o a l  of 

t h e  school  was t o  supp ly  wel l -equipped t e a c h e r s - - " t e a c h e r s  

a b l e  and eager  t o  t e a c h  ga rden ing  and c a r p e n t r y  as w e l l  as  

grammar and a r i t h m e t i c .  1132 According t o  t h e  "Tuskegee I d e a ,  " 

c o r r e c t  educa t ion  began a t  t h e  bot tom and expanded n a t u r a l l y  

a s  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  t h e  peop le  expanded. 3 3  Washington 

explained:  

I would n o t  by any means have it unde r s tood  t h a t  
I would l i m i t  or c i r c u m s c r i b e  t h e  menta l  development 
of t h e  Negro s t u d e n t .  No r a c e  can be l i f t e d  u n t i l  
i t s  mind i s  awakened and s t r e n g t h e n e d .  B y  t h e  s i d e  
of  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a i n i n g  should  always go  men ta l  and 
moral t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  t h e  push ing  of  mere a b s t r a c t  
knowledge i n t o  t h e  head means l i t t l e .  . . . 

I would n o t  c o n f i n e  t h e  r a c e  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  l i f e ,  
n o t  even t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  . . . b u t  I would t e a c h  t h e  
r a c e  t h a t  i n  i n d u s t r y  t h e  founda t ion  must  b e  l a id - -  
t h a t  t h e  ve ry  b e s t  s e r v i c e  which any one  can  r e n d e r  
t o  what i s  c a l l e d  t h e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t o  t e a c h  
t h e  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  a m a t e r i a l  o r  i n -  
d u s t r i a l  f o u n d a t i o n .  On such a founda t ion  a s  t h i s  
w i l l  grow h a b i t s  o f  t h r i f t ,  a l o v e  of  work, economy, 
ownership o f  p r o p e r t y ,  bank accoun t s .  Out o f  it i n  
t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  grow p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  p r o f e s -  
s i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  p o s i t i o n s  o f  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s i b i l -  
i t y .  Out o f  it w i l l  grow moral  and r e l i g i o u s  
s t r e n g t h .  Out o f  it w i l l  grow wea l th  from which 
a lone  can come l e i s u r e  and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  
enjoyment o f  l i t e r a t u r e  and t h e  f i n e  a r t s . 3 4  

Foremost o f  t h o s e  who opposed t h e  "Tuskegee I d e a "  w a s  

3 2 ~ o o k e r  T. Washington, e d . ,  Tuskegee and I ts People:  
The i r  I d e a l s  and Achievements ( n . p . :  D.  Appleton & C o . ,  
1905; r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New York: Negro U n i v e r s i t i e s  P r e s s ,  1969) , 
pp. 58, 61-62 ;  Washington,  " I n d u s t r i a l  E d u c a t i o n , "  pp. 20-21. 

3 3 ~ a s h i n g t o n ,  Tuskegee and I t s  Peop le ,  p. 11. 

3 4 ~ a s h i n g t o n ,  ' I n d u s t r i a l  Educa t ion ,  " pp. 16-18. 
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t h e  Harvard-educated s c h o l a r  W. E. Burghardt  DuBois. C o n -  

v inced t h a t  t h e  Negro r a c e ,  " l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  r a c e s ,  i s  g o i n g  

t o  be saved by i t s  e x c e p t i o n a l  men," he urged t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  

of b lacks  d e a l  f i r s t  w i th  t h i s  "Ta len ted  Ten th . "  T h i s  

would be accomplished by t h e  maintenance o f  a f ew  q u a l i t y  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  on t h e  o r d e r  o f  A t l a n t a ,  F i s k ,  and Howard 

U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  o f f e r i n g  a cu r r i cu lum t h a t  emphasized L a t i n  

and Greek; E n g l i s h  and modern languages ,  h i s t o r y  and soc ia l  

s c i e n c e ,  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e ,  mathemat ics ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  and  

pedagogy, i n  t h a t  o r d e r .  3 5  DuBois h e l d  t h a t  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  

program of  i n d u s t r i a l  educa t ion  had become " a  g o s p e l  o f  Work 

and Money t o  such  a n  e x t e n t  a s  a p p a r e n t l y  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  

t o  overshadow t h e  h i g h e r  a i m s  of  l i f e , "  and he a c c u s e d  

Washington of  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  Negro 

r a c e .  36 While a f f i r m i n g  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t e a c h i n g  t h e  Negro 

t o  work s t e a d i l y  and  s k i l l f u l l y  and t h e  impor t ance  o f  i n d u s -  

t r i a l  schools  i n  accompl i sh ing  t h e s e  ends ,  DuBois none- 

t h e l e s s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  it was " i n d u s t r i a l i s m  d r u n k  w i t h  i t s  

v i s i o n  of s u c c e s s ,  t o  imagine t h a t  i t s  own work c a n  b e  accom- 

p l i s h e d  wi thout  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  b r ~ a d l y  c u l -  

t u r e d  men and women t o  t e a c h  i t s  own t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  t o  t e a c h  

t h e  t eache r s  of t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  lv3' Any a t t e m p t  t o  

3 5 ~ .  E. Burgha rd t  DuBois, "The T a l e n t e d  T e n t h "  i n  The 
Negro Problem, pp. 3 3 ,  45-49. 

3 6 ~ .  E. B. DuBois, The S o u l s  of  Black F o l k  (Chicago:  
A .  C. McClurg & Co. , 1903; r e p r i n t  e d .  , New York: New 
American L ib ra ry ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p. 87 

3 7 ~ u ~ o i s ,  " T a l e n t e d  Tenth ,  " p. 61. 
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e s t a b l i s h  a  system of common o r  i n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l s  wi thout  

f i r s t  p rov id ing  f o r  t h e  h ighe r  t r a i n i n g  of t e a c h e r s  was a  

waste of money. Thus f o r  DuBois, an e f f e c t i v e  system o f  

educa t ion  f o r  blacks began w i t h  a q u a l i t y  c o l l e g e  o r  un iver -  

s i t y ,  competent t o  t r a i n  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  Negro youth a s  

t e a c h e r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men, and l e a d e r s .  3 8  

The s p i r i t e d  warfare  t h a t  a r o s e  between t h e  two t y p e s  

of educa t ion  was w e l l  underway by t h e  1890 ' s  and cont inued  t o  

be a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e  f o r  some twenty- f ive  y e a r s .  Negro 

l e a d e r s  i n  Texas, a s  e lsewhere,  g e n e r a l l y  p r e f e r r e d  t h e  

c l a s s i c a l  t ype  of school .  They i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  t r e n d  

toward v o c a t i o n a l  educa t ion  a s  a n  e f f o r t  t o  h i n d e r  t h e i r  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s  and t o  keep them conf ined  

t o  t h e  "lower o r d e r  of occupat ions .  B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  

advancement depended on t h e i r  having t h e  same c u l t u r a l  

t r a i n i n g  a s  wh i t e s ,  they  were slow t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  both 

forms of  educa t ion  were e s s e n t i a l  t o  a  f u l l  development of 

t h e  r a c e .  Only a  few of t h e  e a r l y  Negro l e a d e r s  recognized 

t h a t  v o c a t i o n a l  educat ion was a growing t r e n d  i n  wh i t e  a s  

w e l l  a s  b lack  educa t ion .  "Hampton and Tuskegee t y p i f y  

n a t i o n a l ,  r a t h e r  than  r a c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  i d e a l s , "  wrote  

Kel ly  M i l l e r  i n  1915. "The two t y p e s  of  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  no 

longer  c o n t r a s t e d  a s  a n t a g o n i s t i c  and i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  bu t  

3 8 ~ u ~ o i s ,  Sou l s ,  p. 9 0 ;  "Talen ted  Ten th , "  pp. 58-59.  

3 9 ~ b y ,  Development of  Educa t ion ,  p.  2 7 1 .  



compared a s  common f a c t o r s  o f  a j o i n t  p r o d u c t .  " 4 0  Both 

M i l l e r  and D r .  Horace Bumstead, p r e s i d e n t  o f  A t l a n t a  Uni- 

v e r s i t y ,  urged t h a t  educa t ion  f o r  Negro youth  be  adap ted  

t o  t h e  needs,  c a p a c i t i e s ,  and p r o b a b l e  v o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  in -  

d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t .  Negroes d i d  n o t  form a homogeneous mass; 

v a r i e d  forms of  e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f o r t  w e r e  needed.  An i d e a l  

system, wrote Bumstead, would o f f e r  " t o  eve ry  neg ro  youth ,  

a s  t o  every wh i t e  you th ,  an e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  comrnen- 

s u r a t e  w i th  h i s  a b i l i t y  a s  an i n d i v i d u a l .  I t  4 1  

That Negro c o l l e g e s ,  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  of  r e a s o n s ,  f a i l e d  

t o  adapt  t o  t h e  needs  of t h e  r a c e  was i n d i c a t e d  i n  a  massive 

s tudy  of p r i v a t e  and h i g h e r  s c h o o l s  f o r  Negroes p u b l i s h e d  i n  

1917. The purpose o f  t h i s  comprehensive s u r v e y ,  conducted 

through a  c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Bureau 

o f  Education and t h e  Phelps-Stokes  Fund, w a s  " t o  s u p p l y  

through an i m p a r t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a body o f  f a c t s  which 

could  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d ,  showing t h e  s t a t u s  o f  

Negro educa t ion ,  by an examina t ion  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o l l e g e s  

and p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  f o r  c o l o r e d  you th  i n  t h e  

United S t a t e s . "  I t  was b e l i e v e d  t h a t  such  a tho rough  

and i m p a r t i a l  examina t ion  would b r i n g  about  improvement i n  

educa t ion  f o r  b l a c k s  and i n c r e a s e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  more 

4 0 ~ i l l e r ,  " P r a c t i c a l  Value o f  Higher E d u c a t i o n ,  I' 
pp. 235-36.  

4 1 ~ o r a c e  Bumstead, "Higher  Educa t ion  o f  t h e  Negro, 
Its P r a c t i c a l  Value" i n  R e ~ o r t  o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Com- 

& 

miss ione r  of Educa t ion ,  1902, 2 v o l s .  (Washington,  D.C.  : 
Government P r i n t i n q  O f f i c e ,  1903), 1:224-25; Mil ler ,  Corn. of  . . 
Ed.  Report ,  1 9 0 1 ,  i :784 .  
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capable  and dese rv ing  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  4 2  

The s t a t u s  of Negro educa t ion  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  as 

determined by t h e  e x p e r t s  who conducted t h e  s u r v e y  i n  1914 

and 1915,  was most u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  While r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  

e f f o r t s  of  many t o  provide f o r  t h e  r a c e ,  t h e  commit tee  

concluded t h a t  "inadequacy and pove r ty  a r e  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  every type  and grade  of e d u c a t i o n  f o r  

Negroes i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  No form o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  sa t i s -  

f a c t o r i l y  equipped o r  supported.  " Thi s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  

of t h o s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c la iming  t o  g i v e  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n .  To 

begin w i t h ,  o n l y  t e n  pe rcen t  of t h e  t o t a l  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  t h e s e  

s o - c a l l e d  c o l l e g e s  were a c t u a l l y  do ing  c o l l e g e - l e v e l  work, 

whi l e  up t o  seventy- f ive  pe rcen t  o f  t h e  p u p i l s  were e l emen ta ry .  

Main ta in ing  c o l l e g e  c l a s s e s  f o r  s o  s m a l l  a  number worked t o  

t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  t h e  elementary and secondary  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  development of  any r e a l  c o l l e g e  program. Y e t  

most o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  inc luded  a c o l l e g e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  i n  

p a r t  because of  t h e  d e s i r e  of  d i f f e r e n t  denomina t ions  t o  have 

t h e  members of  t h e i r  church a t t e n d  t h e i r  own s c h o o l s .  4 3  

The Negro c o l l e g e s  w e r e  f u r t h e r  handicapped by t h e i r  

con t inued  emphasis upon c l a s s i c a l  r a t h e r  t han  p r a c t i c a l  

educa t ion .  The committee observed t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  

t h e s e  s choo l s  "have had an almost  f a t a l i s t i c  b e l i e f  n o t  o n l y  

4 2 ~ . ~ .  Bur. of Ed. B u l l e t i n ,  1916,  1 :  The Phe lps -  
S tokes  Fund, e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1910, made i t s  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i -  
b u t i o n  t o  Negro educa t ion  a s  a  s o u r c e  and a  d i s s e m i n a t o r  of  
i n fo rma t ion .  
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i n  t h e  powers o f  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  L a t i n  and Greek 

f e a t u r e s  of t h e  cour se .  The m a j o r i t y  of them seem t o  have 

more i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  forms of educa t ion  than i n  

adapt ion t o  t h e  needs of  t h e i r  p u p i l s  and t h e i r  community." 

This a t t i t u d e  w a s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  of Negro 

educators  from modern e d u c a t i o n a l  t r e n d s  due t o  seg rega t ion  

and t o  t h e i r  d i s t r u s t  o f  any d e p a r t u r e  from methods and 

customs which t h e y  thought  were s t a n d a r d  i n  whi te  i n s t i t u -  

t i o n s .  Limited income and f a c u l t i e s ,  a long  w i t h  inadequate  

l abora to ry  and l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  made t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of 

newer c o l l e g e  c o u r s e s  even more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  Negro 

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  4 4  

A f u r t h e r  h indrance  was t h e  poor q u a l i t y  o f  management, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h o s e  schoo l s  owned and managed by Negro 

denominational boa rds .  Whi.3e n o t i n g  t h a t  "it i s  n o t  t o  be 

expected t h a t  t h e  p i o n e e r  e f f o r t s  o f  a  r a c e  w i l l  be made 

without  f a u l t s  and weaknesses," t h e  survey  committee con- 

cluded t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  a  l a rge  

number of i n s t i t u t i o n s  were s e r i o u s l y  d e f i c i e n t .  The most 

common d e f e c t s  w e r e  inadequate  f i n a n c i a l  accounts  and school 

r eco rds ,  e l a b o r a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  work, and i r r e s p o n s i b l e  o r  

i n d i f f e r e n t  boards  o f  t r u s t e e s .  Incompetent f i n a n c i a l  

account ing,  wi thout  adequate  checks on e i t h e r  income o r  

expendi tures ,  was a  u n i v e r s a l  f a i l i n g ;  a u d i t s  were f r equen t ly  

made by m i n i s t e r s  o r  laymen w i t h  p r a c t i c a l l y  no knowl.edge of 



bookkeeping. The d i f f i c u l t y  of  f i n d i n g  c a p a b l e  men t o  d i -  

r e c t  t h e  denominational schools  w a s  c o m p l i c a t e d  by  t h e  i n t e r -  

p l ay  of church p o l i t i c s  and p e r s o n a l  r i v a l r i e s .  
4 5  

Foremost among t h e  problems t h a t  hampered t h e  d e v e l -  

opment of q u a l i t y  educat ion  f o r  Negroes was t h e  l a c k  o f  

f i n a n c i a l  support .  P r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  m o s t  of 

t h e  educat ional  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  above t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  l e v e l ;  

o n l y  28  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  h igher  l e a r n i n g  w e r e  u n d e r  p u b l i c  

c o n t r o l  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  Bureau of  E d u c a t i o n  s u r v e y ,  a s  

opposed t o  6 2 5  Negro schools  under p r i v a t e  c o n t r o l .  4 6  The 

l a t t e r  were almost  e n t i r e l y  dependent  upon p r i v a t e  f u n d s .  

The survey r e p o r t  s t a t e d :  "Though p r i v a t e  a i d  h a s  b e e n  

l i b e r a l l y  given and a number of  t h e  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  do 

ve ry  e f f e c t i v e  work, Negro schoo l s  i n  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  un- 

doubtedly form t h e  most impoverished g r o u p  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  " The commi t t ee  i s s u e d  an I I 
I r 

emphatic appeal  t o  county ,  s t a t e ,  and f e d e r a l  government s  t o  rn 

i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  of Negro e d u c a t i o n .  A t  t h e  same t ime ,  

it urged t h e  b lack  l e a d e r s  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  d e v e l o p i n g  a 

few wel l - se lec ted  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of g e n u i n e  c o l l e g e  g r a d e  and 

t o  adapt  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  t o  t h e  needs  o f  modern s o c i e t y .  4 7  

The p u b l i c a t i o n  of  t h e  Bureau of E d u c a t i o n  r e p o r t  

caused cons ide rab le  dismay and conce rn  ; i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  
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higher  l e a r n i n g  f o r  b l a c k s  needed immediate and s e r i o u s  

a t t e n t i o n .  A f t e r  r e a c t i n g  i n i t i a l l y  w i t h  d i sappo in tmen t  

and resentment ,  a l l  groups invo lved  began a  c o n c e n t r a t e d  

e f f o r t  t o  c o r r e c t  d e f i c i e n c i e s  and upgrade t h e  q u a l i t y  

of  t h e  Negro i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Although slowed by World W a r  I ,  

improvements and ad jus tmen t s  w e r e  e v i d e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  

decade, and i n t e r e s t  i n  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  and a c c r e d i t a t i o n  

began t o  emerge. 4 8  

A t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  Bureau o f  Educa t ion  

made i t s  s tudy  of Negro e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  Texas S t a t e  Department 

of Education began i t s  e f f o r t  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e  a l l  i n s t i t u -  

t i o n s  o f  h igher  l e a r n i n g ,  b l ack  and w h i t e ,  and t o  b r i n g  

them up t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  genuine c o l l e g e  work. The Super in-  

t enden t  of  Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  had been a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1893 t o  i s s u e  s t a t e  t e a c h e r s '  c e r t i f i c a t e s  

and t o  determine which i n s t i t u t i o n s  would be  r ecogn ized  a s  

c o l l e g e s  o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  t h e  " f i r s t  c l a s s . "  However, 

s t anda rds  were low and deg ree  r equ i r emen t s  were l a x .  49 

Then i n  1915 t h e  S t a t e  Board o f  C o l l e g e  Examiners,  working 

w i t h  t h e  Col lege S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Teache r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

adopted s t r i c t e r  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  c o l l e g e s  and 

u n i v e r s i t i e s .  Minimum s t a n d a r d s  were s e t  f o r  d e p a r t m e n t a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  f a c u l t y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  l a b o r a t o r y  and l i b r a r y  

1 
'It 

-1 ' 

4 8 ~ o l m e s ,  E v o l u t i o n  of Negro C o l l e q e ,  pp. 161-62. 181. 

4 9 ~ .  P. N .  Gammel, comp., Laws o f  Texas ,  1822-1897, 1 0  
v o l s .  (Aust in:  Gammel Book Co.,  1 8 9 8 ) ,  10:635; Eby, Develop- 
ment of  Education,  p .  298. 
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f a c i l i t i e s ,  t e a c h i n g  l o a d s ,  and o t h e r  f a c e t s  of  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

ope ra t ion .  Any fou r -yea r  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  mee t ing  

t h e s e  requirements  w a s  p l aced  on t h e  a c c r e d i t e d  l i s t ,  and 

t h e  gradua tes  o f  s u c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  might  t h e n  be  g r a n t e d  

permanent t e a c h i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e s  v a l i d  anywhere i n  t h e  s t a t e  

of Texas. The Board of  Examiners a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  pro- 

cedure  by which an  i n s t i t u t i o n  secu red  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  " f i r s t  

c l a s s .  "50 Although most t e a c h e r s  con t inued  t o  o b t a i n  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  by t a k i n g  s t a t e  examina t ions ,  t h e  s e t t i n g  of  

minimum s t a n d a r d s  f o r  s e n i o r  c o l l e g e s  was a  major  s t e p  t o -  

ward t h e  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  of  Texas '  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  

l ea rn ing .  

Even more s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  movement 

was a  law passed i n  1921 by t h e  Texas L e g i s l a t u r e  which 

s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  c e r t a i n  temporary c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  

a l l  t e ach ing  c e r t i f i c a t e s  i n  Texas would be based on c o l l e g e  

t r a i n i n g .  I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  implementat ion of  t h e  l a w  i n  

1 9 2 5 ,  t h e  Board o f  Examiners i n  1923 adopted minimum 

s t anda rds  f o r  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s ,  t e a c h e r s '  c o l l e g e s ,  and 

c o l l e g e s  f o r  s p e c i a l  s u b j e c t s ;  s t a n d a r d s  p r e v i o u s l y  adopted  

f o r  s e n i o r  c o l l e g e s  remained i n  e f f e c t .  I f  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  

was ranked by t h e  Department of  Educa t ion  as " f i r s t  c l a s s "  

5 0 ~ e x a s ,  Department of Educa t ion ,  Minutes o f  t h e  S t a t e  
Board of Examiners, 1915-1931, Texas Educa t ion  Agency, 
Div is ion  of Teacher Educa t ion ,  A u s t i n ,  Texas ,  p .  33 (here -  
a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  Board of  Examiners Minute Book);  Texas ,  D e -  
partment of  Educa t ion ,  The c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of Teache r s  i n  Texas ,  
B u l l e t i n ,  J u l y  1915,  No. 4 3 ,  pp. 19-21, 2 6 .  



i n  any of t h e s e  g roups ,  work done t h e r e i n  was accepted  

f o r  Texas t e a c h e r s '  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  be  placed 

on t h e  a c c r e d i t e d  l i s t ,  an i n s t i t u t i o n  made a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  

t h e  Board of  Examiners.  The board then  s e n t  a  q u a l i f i e d  

examiner t o  i n s p e c t  equipment and s t a n d a r d s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  

i n  t h e  school  making a p p l i c a t i o n ;  upon h i s  recommendation 

t h e  school  r e c e i v e d  "such r a t i n g  as t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  i t s  

work may j u s t i f y . "  Each schoo l  p l aced  on t h e  a c c r e d i t e d  

l i s t  was t o  be thoroughly  i n s p e c t e d  from y e a r  t o  y e a r  

and could be suspended i f  it f a i l e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  approved 

s t a n d a r d s  of  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  upgrade t h e  

t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t h e  law r e q u i r e d  t h a t  more emphasis be 

g iven  t o  cour ses  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t e a c h i n g  methods. 5  1 

The 1921 c e r t i f i c a t i o n  law, which remained i n  e f f e c t  

f o r  many y e a r s ,  g r e a t l y  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  development of Negro 

c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  and 1 9 3 0 ' ~ ~  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  en ro l l -  

ment and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e i r  r o l e  a s  t h e  pr imary t r a i n i n g  

ground f o r  b l a c k  t e a c h e r s .  Attendance s t e a d i l y  inc reased  i n  

t h e  decade f o l l o w i n g  World War I ,  i n  p a r t  because o f  t h e  

t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  f u n c t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  because o f  h ighe r  wages 

i n  gene ra l  and f e d e r a l  a i d  t o  e x - s o l d i e r s .  5 2  The s h i f t  i n  

5 1 ~ o a r d  of Examiners Minute Book, pp. 220-22; Texas, 
Department of  Educa t ion ,  Rules and Regu la t ions  Governing 
S t a t e  Teachers '  C e r t i f i c a t e s ,  B u l l e t i n ,  1926, No. 2 0 1 ,  
pp. 13-14, 23-27. 

5 2 ~ a r r v  W. Greene,  "The P r e s e n t  S t a t u s  o f  Negro College 
Educat ion in- exa as" i n  Proceedings  o f  t h e  F i r s t  ~ n n u a l  s e s s ion  
o f  t h e  Conference on Educat ion f o r  Neqroes i n  Texas ,  P r a i r i e  
View Standard 1 7 ( J u n e  1930):27;  Eby, Development o f  Education, - 3 7 2  
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t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  from lower t o  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  

was even more n o t a b l e .  Of t h e  t o t a l  e n r o l l e d  i n  Negro 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  i n  1921-22, o n l y  f i f t e e n  

percen t  were of  c o l l e g e  grade ;  e i g h t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  

work was s t i l l  be ing  done on t h e  h igh  s c h o o l  and elementary 

l e v e l s .  By 1931-32, s i x t y  p e r c e n t  w e r e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  

a remarkable r e v e r s a l  o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  j u s t  e leven  years .  53 

Only i n  t h e  yea r s  a f t e r  World War I could  t h e  Negro i n s t i t u -  

t i o n s  be des igna t ed  as c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  t r u e  s e n s e  of  t h e  word, 

so s t r o n g  had been t h e  e lementary  and secondary  emphasis 

before  t h a t  t i m e .  54 

Although t h e  Negro c o l l e g e s  made remarkable  progress  

a long many l i n e s ,  a second su rvey  conducted by t h e  U.S. 

Bureau of Educat ion i n  1926-28 r e v e a l e d  p e r s i s t e n t  weaknesses. 

When measured by American c o l l e g i a t e  s t a n d a r d s  a s  a whole, 

t h e  black i n s t i t u t i o n s  under  p r i v a t e  c o n t r o l  were found 

d e f i c i e n t  i n  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t ,  i n  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n  

s c i e n t i f i c  equipment, i n  pay s c a l e ,  and i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  
55 

Negro educa tors  w e r e  w e l l  aware o f  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  of t h e i r  

p ro fe s s ion :  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  w e l l - t r a i n e d  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  low 

5 3 ~ r e d  McCuist ion,  Higher Educa t ion  o f  Negroes (Nash- 
v i l l e ,  Tennesee: Southern  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o l l e g e s  and Sec- 
ondary Schools ,  1 9 3 3 ) ,  pp. 1 2 - 1 4 .  

5 4 ~ o l r n e s ,  Evo lu t ion  o f  Negro Co l l ege ,  p.  184. 
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5 5 ~ . ~ .  , Department of  I n t e r i o r ,  Bureau of  Education,  
Survey of Negro C o l l e g e s  and U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  B u l l e t i n ,  1 9 2 8 ,  
No. 7 (Washington, D . C . :  Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 2 9 1 ,  
pp. 35-49. While n o t  a s  e x t e n s i v e  a s  t h e  1916 r e p o r t ,  t h i s  
survey suppl ied  a v a l u a b l e  body o f  f a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t i v e  
t o  t h e  Negro c o l l e g e .  
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s a l a r i e s  and l a c k  of  advancement, t h e  l a r g e  y e a r l y  t u rnove r s  

i n  s t a f f ,  t h e  h i g h  t eache r -pup i l  r a t i o ,  and t h e  c u l t u r a l  

and i n t e l l e c t u a l  i s o l a t i o n  of  t h e  black p ro fe s so r .  They 

knew t h a t  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  l acked  b read th ,  l agg ing  behind i n  

v o c a t i o n a l  and l a b o r a t o r y  c o u r s e s ;  they cont inued t o  o f f e r  

t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  because t h e s e  could be t augh t  more 

cheaply.  They l i s t e d  i n s u f f i c i e n t  income and endowment a s  

a  p e r e n n i a l  problem. 56 The o n s e t  of  t h e  Grea t  Depression 

g r e a t l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e s e  problems,  making it i n c r e a s i n g l y  

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  b l a c k  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  keep up wi th  modern 

demands. "The d e p r e s s i o n  b e a r s  h a r d e s t  upon t h e  Negro who 

is l e a s t  a b l e  t o  b e a r  i t ,  and makes him l e a s t  competent t o  

main ta in  h i s  own e d u c a t i o n a l  e n t e r p r i s e , "  wrote  Ke l ly  Mil ler  

i n  1932. 57 

When i n  1930 t h e  Southern Assoc i a t i on  of Co l l eges  and 

Secondary Schools  assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  examining and 

r a t i n g  t h e  Negro c o l l e g e s  i n  i t s  a r e a ,  i t s  f i n d i n g s  con- 

f i rmed what was a l r e a d y  known about  t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  of t h e  

b l a c k  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  When measured by t h e  same s t a n d a r d s  used 

f o r  whi te  s c h o o l s ,  o n l y  f i v e  Texas i n s t i t u t i o n s  were approved 

' b ~ a c k s o n  Dav i s ,  "Outlook f o r  t h e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  and 
Higher Education o f  Negroes,"  J o u r n a l  of Negro Educat ion 
2 ( J u l y  1933) :404; C h a r l e s  H .  Thompson, "The Problem o f  
~ e ~ r o - ~ i ~ h e r  E d u c a t i o n , "  J o u r n a l  of Negro Education 2 ( J u l y  
1933) : 2 6 7 ;  Greene, " p r e s e n t  S t a t u s  of  Negro Educa t ion , "  
pp. 29-32. 

5 7 ~ e l l y  M i l l e r ,  " E d i t o r i a l  Comment: Negro Educat ion 
and t h e  Depress ion ,"  J o u r n a l  of  Negro Educat ion 2 ( Janua ry  
1933) : 2 .  



as meeting requirements of the Southern Association. 58 

While commenting favorably on the great advancement made 

by the blacl: institutions, the Southern Association made 

the following comments 

The lack of financial support and security con- 
stitutes the outstanding problem of the private col- 
leges, many of which are experiencing great diffi- 
culty in supporting an adequate program manned by a 
sufficiently-trained personnel. . . . 

Another major problem of higher education is 
that of the small college. Much of the highest 
quality of college work has been and is being done 
by the small independent college which has had wise 
leadership and a reasonable income. This type of 
college has succeeded because it has placed the 
emphasis on quality of work instead of enrollment 
and buildings. Such colleges will continue to live 
and serve along with the larger and stronger public 
and private institutions which are developing. 

On the other hand there are entirely too many 
small anemic institutions suffering from lack of 
support, lack of vision, denominational prejudice, 
etc. . . . Denominations and boards of control are 
struggling to maintain many of these schools, and 
are expending funds out of proportion to the qual- 
ity of work offered or number of students served. 
They are not necessarily poor because they are 
small but too often they are small because they 
are poor. . . . . . . There are simply more institutions of 
this type than are needed or can expect to live 
and serve on a plane worthy of the church. 

The future of these small, struggling colleges 
is one of the serious problems connected with 
higher education. Most of them have personal and 
denominational ties which are of long standing and 
will be difficult to alter. However, when we con- 
sider that the purpose back of them is to develop 
character and leadership for the church and the 
race, it seems that farsighted church leaders 
would realize these purposes could be attained 

58~c~uistion, Higher, p. 27. The five insti- 
tutions were Bishop College, Wiley College, Prairie View 
State Normal and Industrial College, Mary Allen Seminary, 
and Houston Municiple Junior College for Negroes. 



much b e t t e r  and a t  equa l  o r  less c o s t ,  by main- 
t a i n i n g  fewer b u t  b e t t e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  . . . 59 

Thus, t h e  f a t e  of t h e  Negro c o l l e g e  remained uncer t a in  

a s  t h e  depression deepened. Of the Texas i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  some 

f a i l e d ,  o t h e r s  s t r u g g l e d  t o  s t a y  open, and a  few grew 

s t ronger .  Guadalupe College,  b e s e t  by t h e  problems i d e n t i -  

f i e d  i n  t h e  va r ious  r e p o r t s ,  cont inued t o  o p e r a t e  u n t i l  t h e  

summer of 1936. A d i s a s t r o u s  f i r e ,  which des t royed t h e  

main bu i ld ing  on February 9 t h  of t h a t  yea r ,  d e a l t  a  blow 

from which t h e  school  never recovered.  

The s t o r y  of Guadalupe College,  a s  a  p a r t  of t h e  h i s -  

t o r y  of educat ion f o r  b lacks ,  m e r i t s  c l o s e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  . The i n d i v i d u a l s ,  l o c a t i o n s ,  and events  

descr ibed  i n  t h e  fo l lowing c h a p t e r s  touch upon t h e  l i v e s  of 

many persons i n  Guadalupe County and upon Negro B a p t i s t s  

throughout t h e  s t a t e .  It i s  t h e  purpose of  t h i s  s tudy not  

on ly  t o  ch ron ic le  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  school ,  but  

a l s o  t o  eva lua te  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  development 

of  t h e  Negro people. 

5 9 ~ b i d . ,  pp. 21-24. 



CHAPTER I1 

GUADALUPE COLLEGE: THE EARLY YEARS 

1884-1906 

The development of  educa t ion  f o r  Negroes i n  Guadalupe 

County fol lowed t h e  p a t t e r n  p r e v a l e n t  throughout  Texas. 

The Negro churches ,  which emerged a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War a s  

s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r s  f o r  t h e  r a c e ,  provided t h e  

e a r l i e s t  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  The f i r s t  school  f o r  

b l a c k s  i n  Seguin w a s  opened i n  a one-room Methodist  church,  

i n  an a r e a  known as "Methodist  H i l l . "  P t tp i l s  o f  a l l  ages  

a t t e n d e d ;  t h e  t e a c h e r  was a M r .  VanDine, a Northerner  who 

came t o  Seguin du r ing  ~ e c o n s t r u c t i o n . '  A s choo l  was con- 

duc t ed  f o r  some t i m e  i n  a s m a l l  b u i l d i n g  on E a s t  Court  

S t r e e t ;  a congrega t ion  of b l ack  B a p t i s t  worshipped i n  t h e  

same s t r u c t u r e .  When t h e  B a p t i s t s  moved t o  " B a p t i s t  H i l l "  

i n  1874, t hey  e r e c t e d  a twenty-by-forty f o o t  frame b u i l d i n g  

t o  s e r v e  a s  a church and a p u b l i c  day school .  2 

'1nterview w i t h  M r s .  Marian F e n n e l l ,  Seguin,  Texas, 
2 May 1979. The area on W e s t  Court  S t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  
l o c a t i o n  of Wesley-Harper Uni ted Methodist  Church was c a l l e d  
"Methodist  H i l l "  because  members o f  t h a t  denomination con- 
c e n t r a t e d  t h e i r  homes around t h e i r  church.  The a r e a  on Guada- 
l u p e  S t r e e t  bo rde r ing  t h e  Second B a p t i s t  Church w a s  known a s  
" B a p t i s t  H i l l , "  acco rd ing  t o  M r s .  Fenne l l .  

2 ~ e c o n d  B a p t i s t  Church, C e l e b r a t i n g  Our 112th Church 
Homecoming Anniversary (Seguin,  Texas: 6 0 9  S .  Guadalupe, 



The church-sponsored s c h o o l s  were t h e  only f a c i l i t i e s  

f o r  b l a c k s  u n t i l  t h e  implementat ion of t h e  "community s y s -  

tem" i n  1877. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Guadalupe County r e s i d e n t s  

o rgan ized  s o m e  f i f t y - s e v e n  schoo l  communities; t h o s e  e s t a b -  

l i s h e d  by Negroes i n c l u d e d  Cottonwood, Sweet Home, Zion 

H i l l ,  Abraham L inco ln ,  and Capota Community Schools. 3 

When l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  c r e a t e d  t h e  Seguin Independent School  

Dis t r ic t  i n  1892,  L inco ln  School ,  l o c a t e d  wi th in  t h e  c i t y  

l i m i t s ,  came under  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  a l o n g  

w i t h  Seguin High School .  Both f a c i l i t i e s  included g r a d e s  

one through n i n e .  4 

With c h i l d r e n  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  a t t e n d i n g  the  numerous 

one-room community s c h o o l s  and t h o s e  w i t h i n  t he  c i t y  l i m i t s  

a t t e n d i n g  L i n c o l n  Schoo l ,  educa t ion  f o r  b l acks  w a s  s l o w l y  

making p r o g r e s s .  Much o f  t h e  succes s  was due t o  t h e  e f -  

f o r t s  o f  t h e  Negro B a p t i s t s  of  Guadalupe County, who l e d  

t h e  way i n  o r g a n i z i n g  community s choo l s ,  i n  supplying 

t e a c h e r s ,  and i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  system a s  b e s t  they  cou ld .  

They were gu ided  i n  t h e s e  endeavors by t h e  Reverend Leonard 

1977)-, p. 3 ;  Guadalupe B a p t i s t  D i s t r i c t  ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  
Cen tenn ia l ,  1873-1973 (n.p.  , 1973) , p. 75  : Fennel1 I n t e r -  
view. Th i s  i s  one v e r s i o n  of t h e  founding of schools  f o r  
b l a c k s  i n  Seguin ;  a n o t h e r  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  ho lds  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  
schoo l  for b l a c k s  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by W. B. Ba l l  i n  1871 a t  a 
d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n .  There  a r e  no r eco rds  e x t a n t .  

3 ~ u a d a l u p e  County, County Treasu re r  I s  School Account 
R e g i s t e r ,  v o l .  A ,  pp. 7 - 2 6 ,  Courthouse,  Seguin,  Texas. 

*seguin Independent  School D i s t r i c t ,  Minutes of t h e  
Board of  T r u s t e e s ,  12 J u l y  1892-8 January 1915, Adminis- 
t r a t i v e  O f f i c e s ,  Seguin ,  Texas.  



I l s l e y ,  a  wh i t e  i t i n e r a n t  p reache r  from Bangor, Maine. 

~ l t h o u g h  he had senred  i n  t h e  Confederate Amy, I l s l e y  con- 

s i d e r e d  himself  a  s p e c i a l  miss ionary  t o  t h e  Negroes and de- 

vo ted  h i s  l i f e  t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and educat ional  needs of t h e  

race .5  H e  founded several b l ack  B a p t i s t  churches i n  t h e  

a r e a  and w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  i n  1 8 7 3  of the 

Guadalupe B a p t i s t  D i s t r i c t  Assoc ia t ion ,  cons i s t i ng  of con- 

g r e g a t i o n s  l o c a t e d  i n  Guadalupe and surrounding counties.  

From t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  came t h e  l e a d e r s  who es tab l i shed  

Guadalupe Col lege;  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  founders of  the  school,  

i n c l u d i n g  H i r a m  Wilson, W i l l i a m  B. B a l l ,  M. H. Bradford, and 

P e t e r  Mays, were B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  and "moderators" of t h e  

Guadalupe B a p t i s t  D i s t r i c t  Assoc ia t ion .  6 

Foremost o f  t h e  e a r l y  b lack  l eade r s  was t he    ever end 

D r .  Will iam Baton B a l l ,  who served  e i g h t  y e a r s  as  p r e s i d e n t  

of Guadalupe Col lege  and th i r ty - seven  years  a s  Pastor  of the  

Second B a p t i s t  Church. B a l l ,  a  ve t e ran  of  t h e  c i v i l  and 

'sequin E n t e r p r i s e ,  10 J u l y  1903 and 17 July 1903. 
I l s l e y  had come t o  Seguin be fo re  t h e  C i v i l  War; under h i s  
m i n i s t r y  t h e  f i rs t  w h i t e  B a p t i s t  church was b u i l t  i n  1858 .  
H e  s e r v e d  a s  a p r i v a t e  i n  Company K of t h e  Eighth Texas In-  
f a n t r y  Regiment, C .S .A. ,  a  u n i t  r a i s e d  i n  Guadaiupe County 
by Captain  John I r e l a n d .  A f t e r  t h e  war I l s l e y  moved t o  a 
p i e c e  of  l and  on t h e  Guadalupe River ,  where he farmed rice 
and b u i l t  a g i n .  H e  a l s o  r a i s e d  broom corn,  which he used 
t o  make brooms i n  " t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r y  i n  Guadalupe County. I '  

A b a c h e l o r ,  he gave generous ly  of h i s  t i m e  and h i s  means 
t o  t h e  Negro people .  I n  h i s  l a s t  yea r s  he  l i v e d  w i t h  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  Guadalupe Co l l ege ,  dying i n  1903. Seguin En- 
t e r p r i s e ,  10 J u l y  1903, 17 Ju ly  1903: A l w e r d  Max Moel le r ing ,  
"A His to ry  of  Guadalupe County, Texas" (Master ' s  t h e s i s ,  
Un ive r s i ty  of Texas, 1938) , pp. 1 2 6 ,  236 ;  Fennel1 i n t e r v i e w .  

6 ~ i s t r i c t  Assoc ia t ion  , Centennia l ,  p. 75. The t i t l e  
of moderator is  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  p r e s i d e n t  o r  chairman. 



Indian Wars, arrived in Seguin in 1871; he quickly became 

involved in the education of his people. It was Ball who, 

at a meeting of the Guadalupe Baptist District Association, 

first presented the idea of a Negro Baptist college to 

train leaders in religion and education. Led by Ball, 

Ilsley, Wilson, and Mays, the Association made plans to pur- 

chase a school building owned by Jesuit priests and to es- 

tablish an institution of higher learning. 8 

The property in question, located three blocks west of 

the Court House square, had housed schools of one kind or 

another since the 1850's. The facility was purchased in 

October, 1884, from Father Louis Morandi by the trustees of 

the Guadalupe Baptist District Association for the sum of 

sixty-five hundred dollars. The trustees who signed the 

promissory note were W. B. Ball, M. H. Bradford, John 

Sheffield, H. R. Green,,Jeff Hysaw, Peter Mays, Isham 

'william B. Ball to George W. Brackenridge, 18 Septem- 
ber 1919, Personal Files of Gilbert Denman, Jr., San 
Antonio, Texas; A. W. Jackson, A Sure Foundation (Houston, 
Texas: By the Author, 3304 Holman Avenue, n.d.), pp. 587- 
88. Ball taught in the early church sponsored schools and 
then in several of the community schools throughout the 
county, including Lincoln School from 1877-1893. When 
that school became part of the Seguin Independent School 
District, Ball was elected principal in 1893, but he 
declined for reasons unknown. He accepted the position 
in 1896 and held the job until he resigned in 1906 to be- 
come president of Guadalupe College. In 1925 Lincoln 
School was renamed Ball High School in his honor. County 
Treasurer's School Account Register; Minutes of the Board 
of Trustees, S.I.S.D. 

8~istrict Association, Centennial, p. 75. 
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M c ~ n i g h t  , Louis Stephens,  and Cy Walton. The proper ty  

comprised Lots  One, TWO, Three,  and Four i n  Block Th i r ty  

of t h e  Acre Lo t s  of Seguin,  and a  s t r i p  of l and  s i x t y  f e e t  

wide a d j o i n i n g  Block T h i r t y  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e ,  t o  be held 

i n  t r u s t  " f o r  t h e  uses  and purpose o f  a  school  f o r  s a i d  

k s s o c i a t i o n . "  Included w e r e  a  th ree - s to ry  s t o n e  bui ld ing  

and two frame s t r u c t u r e s .  The t r u s t e e s  pa id  Morandi 

twelve hundred d o l l a r s  i n  cash and executed no tes  f o r  the  

balance,  t o  b e  p a i d  i n  f u l l  by October, 1887. 10 

For s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r  B a l l  conducted a  publ ic  

school  i n  t h e  f a c i l i t y  acqui red  from t h e  J e s u i t s .  Then 

i n  1887 t h e  dream of a  Negro B a p t i s t  c o l l e g e  became a  re- 

a l i t y  when t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  of Guadalupe College opened 

and t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  "entered  upon t h e  work of  h igher  edu- 

c a t i o n  among Negroes of  t h e  Southwest. "11 I n  March, 1888, 

t h e  S t a t e  of Texas g ran ted  a c h a r t e r  t o  t h e  "College of 

t h e  Guadalupe B a p t i s t  Associat ion" under t h e  s t a t e  laws of 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  The purpose of t h i s  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a s  s t a t e d  

i n  t h e  c h a r t e r ,  was t o  "promote educat ion;"  t h e  per iod of 

9 ~ u a d a l u p e  County, Deed Records, v o l .  V ,  pp. 332-34, 
Courthouse, Seguin ,  Texas. B a l l ,  Bradford,  and Mays were 
m i n i s t e r s ;  S h e f f i e l d  and Bradford both t augh t  i n  community 
schools ;  McKnight was a  blacksmith;  t h e  o t h e r s  were farmers. 

l 0 ~ u a d a l u p e  County, Deed Records, vo l .  V, pp. 332-34; 
Lane, H i s t o r y  o f  Education i n  Texas, p. 118. 

" " ~ r i e f  H i s t o r i c a l  Note, I' Cl ipping from t h e  Personal 
F i l e s  of M r s .  Eugenia McKnight, Seguin, Texas; David Abner, 
Jr., t o  t h e  Sequin E n t e r p r i s e ,  22  May 1903; Abner t o  Enter- 
p r i s e ,  3  February  1893. 



i ncorpora t ion  was f i f t y  y e a r s .  The c h a r t e r  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  

t h e  school  p roper ty  could n o t  be converted i n t o  s tock and 

empowered t h e  t r u s t e e s  t o  "make a l l  necessary by-laws, e l e c t  

and employ o f f i c e r s ,  provide  f o r  f i l l i n g  vacancies ,  appoint  

and remove p r o f e s s o r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  agents  and employees, and 

f i x  t h e i r  compensation, confe r  degrees and do and perform 

any necessary a c t s  t o  c a r r y  i n t o  e f f e c t  t h e  o b j e c t  of t h i s  

co rpora t ion . "  The n ine  men who had i n i t i a l l y  purchased t h e  

school  p roper ty  w e r e  named a s  t r u s t e e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  year .  1 2  

They, i n  t u r n ,  chose J. H.  Garnet t  a s  t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t .  13 

Because t h e  debt  a g a i n s t  t h e  school  proper ty  had not  been 

f u l l y  r epa id ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  secured a  loan  i n  t h e  amount of 

$5,760, p a i d  t h e i r  d e b t  t o  Morandi, and proceeded with t h e  

bus iness  of  o p e r a t i n g  a co l l ege .  1 4  

L i t t l e  i s  known about Guadalupe College during t h e  

pres idency of  G a r n e t t , . b u t  t h e  scanty evidence a v a i l a b l e  

sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  school  prospered. G a r n e t t ' s  successor  

desc r ibed  him a s  having done "noble and l a s t i n g  work among 

t h i s  people.  "15 The l o c a l  newspaper complimented Garnet t  

on t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  p resen ted  by h i s  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  Armory 

o f  t h e  Seguin Guards, commenting t h a t  " those  who a t tended 

1 2 ~ e x a s ,  Department of  State ,  Char ter  of t h e  College 
of  t h e  Guadalupe B a p t i s t  Associat ion.  

1 3 ~ a n e ,  His to ry  o f  Education i n  Texas, p. 118. 

1 4 ~ u a d a l u p e  County, Deeds of T r u s t ,  vol .  E I  p .  501; 
Deed Records, v o l .  2, p. 152. 

1 5 ~ b n e r  t o  Seguin E n t e r p r i s e ,  3 February 1893. 



33 

speak i n  p r a i s e  of t h e  manner i n  which the  e laborate  program 

was c a r r i e d  o u t .  "16 I n  October ,  1891, Garnett was succeeded 

by David Abner, Jr . ,  and Guadalupe College entered a  p e r i o d  

of expansion and growth. 

The Reverend David Abner, Jr. ,  Ph.D., possessed ex- 

c e p t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  q u a l i t i e s .  The son of a  former s l a v e  

who himself  became an o u t s t a n d i n g  c i t i z e n  of Harrison 

County, Abner rece ived  an e x t e n s i v e  education for  h i s  day 

and t i m e .  A t  age  twenty-four he was e l ec t ed  t o  the  f a c u l t y  

of Bishop Col lege  where he t a u g h t  u n t i l  ca l led t o  t h e  

pres idency of  Guadalupe Col lege.  If Abner Is educational  

background and f o r c e f u l  p e r s o n a l i t y  served him well i n  h i s  

new p o s i t i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  . Under h i s  d i rec t ion  Guada- 

lupe Col lege  enjoyed i t s  g r e a t e s t  measure of success. A 

spe l l -b ind ing  o r a t o r ,  h e  conducted state-wide fund-ra is ing 

campaigns, reduc ing  t h e .  school  ' s debt  t o  "within two thousand  

16seguin  E n t e r p r i s e ,  1 8  June 1 8 9 1 .  

1 7 ~ o r n  November 2 5 ,  1860, i n  Upshur County, Texas, 
Abner f i rs t  a t t ended  Wiley Col lege ,  then  S t ra igh t  Univer- 
s i t y  and F i s k  Un ive r s i t y ,  major ing i n  La t in  and Greek. He 
r e tu rned  t o  Marshal l  t o  t each  a t  Centennial  Academy, t h e  
fore runner  o f  Bishop Col lege ,  and then entered Bishop i n  
1881, t h e  y e a r  t h a t  it opened. H e  was the  f i r s t  graduate  
of Bishop Co l l ege ,  f i n i s h i n g  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  course i n  1884, 
and t h e  f i r s t  Negro t o  ea rn  a  degree from a  Texas co l l ege .  
While t e a c h i n g  a t  Bishop, Abner a l s o  served as  corres-  

* 

ponding s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convention of Texas 
and e d i t e d  a paper  f o r  t h a t  body. He t r ave l l ed  exten- 
s i v e l y ,  l e c t u r i n g  on beha l f  of t h e  S t a t e  convention and 
t h e  American B a p t i s t  Home Mission Socie ty .  H i s  f a t h e r ,  
David Abner, S r .  , was a member of  the  Fourteenth Texas 
L e g i s l a t u r e  and a  de l ega t e  t o  t h e  1875 cons t i t u t i ona l  Con- 
vent ion.  The s e n i o r  Abner was e l e c t e d  t r ea su re r  of Harri-  
son County and was one of t h e  two o r i g i n a l  black t r u s t e e s  



d o l l a r s "  by February,  189 3. l8 Abner w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s k i l l -  

f u l  a t  c u l t i v a t i n g  community s u p p o r t  f o r  Guadalupe C o l l e g e ,  

d i r e c t i n g  a s e r i e s  of  i n f o r m a t i v e  l e t t e r s  and announcements 

t o  t h e  l o c a l  newspaper and c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  ac t ivi -  

t i e s  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  H i s  l e t t e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  i nc luded  

an  a p p e a l  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  a i d .  H i s  shrewd p lay  on words and  

emotions  can b e  seen i n  h i s  correspondence of February 3 ,  

From 1887 t o  1893 n i n e  hundred and eighty-seven 
d i f f e r e n t  young men and women have a t t ended  t h e  
s choo l .  . . . The at tendanc.e  Last  s e s s i o n  was g r e a t ,  
b u t  t h i s  s e s s i o n  f i n d s  u s  w i t h  about double o u r  num- 
b e r  l a s t  y e a r  and y e t  t h e y  come. Every p a r t  of  
Texas i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  school  b e s i d e s  a f a i r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  from Arizona and Oklahoma t e r r i t o r i e s .  
Neces s i t y  demands t h a t  w e  b u i l d .  Though crowded t o  
over f lowing  s t u d e n t s  come i n  every week from nea r  
and d i s t a n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  W e  c a n ' t  say t o  
them, you must go back ,  s o  w e  squeeze them i n ,  from 
t h r e e  t o  seven i n  a room. . . . 

While t h e  s c h o o l  i s  a l a s t i n g  b e n e f i t  t o  t h i s  
peop le ,  i n  g i v i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a i n i n g ,  i n  e s t ab -  
l i s h i n g  moral  p r i n c i p l e s  and p o l i s h i n g  h a b i t s  and 
manners--endeavoring t o  make good c i t i z e n s  of a l l  
who a t t e n d .  Yet w e  hope t o  make i t  a b l e s s i n g  t o  
a l l  t h e  people--a c r e d i t a b l e  e n t e r p r i s e  t o  ou r  grand 
l i t t l e  c i t y  and e x c e l l e n t  community ban which, and 
I speak it a s  I f e e l  and exper ience  i t ,  t h e r e  i s  
none more generous  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  Hundreds of dol-  
l a r s  w e r e  s p e n t  i n  t h i s  community l a s t  s e s s ion .  We 
appea l  t o  o u r  f r i e n d s ,  w h i t e  and b l a c k ,  t o  h e l p  u s  
i n  o u r  under tak ing .  W e  a r e  encouraged a t  t h e  s p i r i t  
and f i n a n c i a l  a i d  a l r e a d y  g i v e n  and w e  pray a con- 
t i n u a t i o n .  Next s e s s i o n  it i s  our  aim t o  accomodate 
150 boa rde r s  on t h e  premises .  We hope noqt w i l l  
r e f u s e  u s  a s  w e  s t i r  among them f o r  he lp .  

o f  Bishop Col leqe.  Melvin J. Banks, "The Year of t h e  B e l l , "  
B ishop  c b l l e g e  Herald ,  95 (Spr ing  1977) :8-9; W i l l i a m  J.  Sim- 
mons. Men o f  Mark : Eminent. Procrressive and Ris inq (n.p. , ' - - - 

1887;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New ~ o r k :  ~ r A o  Press  and t h e  N ~ W   YO?^ 
Times,  1368) , pp. 1119-1121. 

181\bner t o  E n t e r p r i s e ,  3 February 1893. 
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Nine months l a t e r  Abner aga in  appealed t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  

o f  Seguin t o  suppor t  a p a r t i c u l a r  endeavor of Guadalupe Col- 

l e g e .  I n  l i n e  wi th  t h e  t r e n d  toward voca t iona l  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  

Board of Trus tees  had decided t o  inc lude  sewing and c a r p e n t r y  

t h e  curr iculum, employing "ab le  and experienced t e a c h e r s "  

f o r  t h e  new courses .  Declaring t h a t  " t r a i n i n g  t h e  b r a i n  i n  

i t s e l f  i s  good b u t  t r a i n i n g  t h e  head and hand i s  b e t t e r , "  

Abner l av i shed  p r a i s e  on t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  and asked f o r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s :  

. . . The proclamation has  gone o u t  t h a t  Seguin is 
one of  t h e  most h e a l t h y  p laces  i n  t h e  South,  and i t s  
c i t i z e n s  ve ry  h o s p i t a b l e .  W e  have s i n c e r e l y  given 
t h i s  o u t  a s  t h e  t r u t h .  B e t t e r  t r ea tmen t ,  and g r e a t e r  
wishes of p r o s p e r i t y  have been given no school  i n  t h e  
South than have been given t h i s  school  by i t s  c i t i -  
zens, whi te  and b lack .  . . . W e  s h a l l  no t  soon f o r g e t  
t h e  very h e a r t y  endorsement t h a t  has  been given us by 
a l l  t h e  people ,  and t r u l y  thank them f o r  every f avor  
shown us i n  a s s i s t i n g  us t o  make t h e  school  what it 
should be.  . . . W e  wish t o  make an appeal  t o  f r i e n d s  
t o  h e l p  us i n  o u r  ca rpen t ry  department. We need lum- 
b e r ,  t o o l s ,  and money. We w i l l  h e a r t i l y  accep t  
e i t h e r .  20  

Abner promoted recogn i t ion  f o r  h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  o t h e r  

ways. The c o l l e g e  publ i shed  i ts  own newspaper; t h e  Seguin 

E n t e r p r i s e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  pub l i ca t ion  a s  a c r e d i t  t o  t h e  

schoo l ,  observ ing  t h a t  " i n  t h i s  new e n t e r p r i s e  w e  d e t e c t  t h e  

s k i l l  and energy o f  P ro fesso r  Abner. lt2'  E labora te  programs 

and conce r t s  marked t h e  end of each s e s s i o n ,  wi th  t h e  p u b l i c  

c o r d i a l l y  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d .  The c l o s i n g  e x e r c i s e s  i n  1903 

2 0 ~ a v i d  Abner, Jr. , t o  t h e  Seguin E n t e r p r i s e ,  1 0  No- 
vember 1893. 

2 1 ~ e a u i n  E n t e r ~ r i s e  . 2 March 1894. 



l a s t e d  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  p a r t  o f  a  week and " a t t r a c t e d  a l a r g e  

d e l e g a t i o n  of co lo red  v i s i t o r s  from every p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e , "  

as w e l l  a s  crowds o f  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s ,  "both  w h i t e  and c o l o r e d . "  

Mayor J o e  Zorn addressed  a  morning s e s s i o n ;  t h a t  even ing  t h e  

music  depar tment  p r e s e n t e d  "The P rod iga l  Son" i n  K l e i n ' s  

Opera House. The n e x t  d a y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  f e a t u r e d  ground- 

b r e a k i n g  ceremonies f o r  a  new b u i l d i n g .  2 2  

Recognizing t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s  of Guadalupe Co l l ege  de- 

pended on wh i t e  app rova l  a s  w e l l  a s  money, Abner s t r o v e  t o  

m a i n t a i n  proper  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and t h e  

community. I n v i t a t i o n s  t o  c o l l e g e  f u n c t i o n s  no ted  t h a t  

"p rope r  s e a t i n g  arrangements  w i l l  be made. "23  When a group 

o f  b l a c k s  inc luded  t h e  c o l l e g e  campus a s  p a r t  o f  a  Sunday 

t o u r ,  Abner q u i c k l y  informed t h e  E n t e r p r i s e  t h a t  he  had been 

o u t  of  town on t h e  day o f  t h e  t o u r  and t h a t  n e i t h e r  he  nor  

any  o t h e r  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  s choo l  had been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

e x c u r s i o n .  H e  a s s u r e d  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  no bee r  had been s o l d  

o n  t h e  grounds and t h a t  no i n a p p r o p r i a t e  e x e r c i s e s  had been 

22 Seguin E n t e r p r i s e ,  2 June 1893, 2 4  March 1893,  
2 2  May 1903, 29 May 1903,  27 May 1904, 2 6  May 1905. Accord- 
i n g  t o  D r .  Melvin J. Banks, Abner was a l s o  a c t i v e  i n  Republ i -  
c a n  P a r t y  p o l i t i c s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t ime pe r iod ,  a c t i n g  a s  a  
d e l e g a t e  t o  Republican Na t iona l  Conventions from t h e  t i m e  of 
G a r f i e l d  t o  T a f t .  Abner was h igh ly  involved i n  Texas p o l i -  
t i c s  a s  w e l l ,  a s  ev idenced  by a  l e t t e r  t o  Governor James S. 
Hogg i n  which Abner promised t o  d e l i v e r  n i n e  hundred Negro 
votes from Guadalupe County and "thousands w i t h o u t , "  c l a i m i n g  
c o n t r o l  o f  " t h r e e  good negro j o u r n a l s  of t h e  s t a t e . "  David 
Abner ,  J r . ,  t o  James S. Hogg, 19 September 1892, James 
S t ephen  Hogg Papers ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of Texas Arch ives ,  A u s t i n ,  
Texas .  

"seguin E n t e r p r i s e ,  22 May 1903. 



conducted on t h e  Sabbath. 2 4  

On t h e  whole,  Abner ' s  promotional  e f f o r t s  proved suc- 

c e s s f u l ;  community op in ion  of  t h e  school ,  wh i l e  r e f l e c t i n g  

t h e  whi te  b i a s  of  t h e  t i m e ,  was q u i t e  f avo rab le .  S e g u i n ' s  

mayor complimented t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  on i t s  "excep t iona l  d i s -  

c i p l i n e , "  n o t i n g  t h a t  " n o t  i n  o n e  s i n g l e  i n s t a n c e  had t h e r e  

been a compla in t  made t o  him of any d i s o r d e r ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  more than  2,000 p u p i l s  from every  p a r t  o f  t h e  

United S t a t e s  a t t ended . "  The Reverend T. J. Dodson, p a s t o r  

of  t h e  whi te  B a p t i s t  church,  a t t e s t e d  t o  t h e  " d i s c i p l i n e  and 

moral  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e , "  adding t h a t  " i n  n o t  one s i n -  

g l e  i n s t ance  had t h e r e  been a g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  Guadalupe o r  

any o t h e r  c o l l e g e  charged wi th  t h a t  nameless crime.  "25 In 

o r d e r  t o  promote f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  an un- 

i d e n t i f i e d  w h i t e  f r i e n d  pub l i shed  a pamphlet f e a t u r i n g  favor -  

a b l e  e d i t o r i a l  comments ,from newspapers i n  Galveston and 

Da l l a s  and endorsements from s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  and prominent 

l o c a l  businessmen. Unanimous i n  t h e i r  p r a i s e  of t h e  s c h o o l ' s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and s t u d e n t  body, t h e s e  men concluded t h a t  

harmonious r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  i n  Seguin were g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  

by t h e  presence  and i n f l u e n c e  o f  Guadalupe Col lege.  The pam- 

p h l e t  quoted Mayor Zorn: 

The people  o f  Seguin f e e l  a  p r i d e  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t he  school  h a s ,  s i n c e  i t s  i n c i p i e n c y ,  boasted and 

2 4  Seguin E n t e r p r i s e ,  2 5  September 1 9 0 3 .  

2 5 ~ b i d . ,  29 May 1903. 



b u i l t  up  f rom comparat ively  no th ing  a s  a Southern 
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g .  W e  a r e  proud of your con- 
d u c t  i n  Segu in ,  proud o f  your  advancement, and proud 
t h a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h i s  c o l l e g e  i s  sp read ing  i t s  
wings f rom one end of  t h e  South t o  t h e  o t h e r .  You 
have p roven  t o  t h e  people  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
educa t ion  o f  t h e  negro i s  t h e  on ly  method of s o l v i n g  
t h e  r a c e  problem and you by your cont inued  and per-  
s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s  w i l l  prove it t o  t h e  world .  . . . 26 

I n  t h i s  cl imate o f  community suppor t  and app rova l ,  

Guadalupe C o l l e g e  f l o u r i s h e d .  Annual a t t e n d a n c e  w a s  approx- 

i m a t e l y  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  hundred p u p i l s ,  o f  which 150 t o  200 

w e r e  boa rd ing  s t u d e n t s .  Expenses were r ea sonab le ;  t u i t i o n  

and room r e n t  w e r e  one d o l l a r  p e r  month, board was e i g h t  

d o l l a r s ,  and mus ic  l e s s o n s  were $2.50 p e r  month e x t r a .  27 

I n c r e a s i n g  e n r o l l m e n t  made neces sa ry  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  

two new b u i l d i n g s .  The f i r s t ,  completed i n  1893 and named 

i n  honor of  t h e  Reverend I l s l e y ,  housed s i x t y - f i v e  young 

men and two t e a c h e r s .  28  The second, a f o u r - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  

e r e c t e d  i n  1903-04 a t  a c o s t  of  f i f t e e n  thousand d o l l a r s ,  

p rov ided  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  g i r l s  and a chapel-audi tor ium.  

I t  was named i n  honor  o f  Colonel  George W .  Brackenr idge of 

San Antonio,  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n d i v i d u a l  donor ,  who gave t h r e e  

thousand d o l l a r s  toward i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  29 

2 6 ~ r o s p e c t s  and Genera l  Outlook : The Guadalupe Col lege  
A s  Others  See I t  (n.p . ,  [1903] ) . 

L I Guadalupe Co l l ege ,  F i f t e e n t h  Annual C a t a l o g ,  Ses s ion  
of 1901-1902 (n .p . ,  n .d.)  , p. 10.  

2 8 ~ e g u i n  E n t e r p r i s e ,  2 June 1893; Guadalupe Co l l ege ,  
S i x t h  Annual C 'a ta log , 1892-1893 (Seguin, Texas : E n t e r p r i s e  
J o b  P r i n t ,  1 8 9 3 ) ,  p. 2. 

29 
Seguin E n t e r p r i s e ,  29 May 1903, 27 May 1904; Fennel1 

In t e rv i ew.  Brackenr idge ,  a prominent San Antonio banker ,  



As the enrollment increased, the curriculum expanded 

accordingly. Emphasizing classical, normal, and theological 

training, the college offered courses in Latin, Greek Prose 

Composition, Mental and Moral Philosophy, Roman History, 

and New Testament Greek, as well as English, mathematics, 

history, geography, and science. By 1901 the administration 

had added industrial and mechanical departments, which taught 

sewing and millinery to the girls and carpentry, printing, 

and shoemaking to the boys. These divisions created revenue 

for the school and provided jobs for those students who 

needed financial assistance. 30 The acquisition in 1905 of 

a 216-acre tract of farm land located west of Seguin, a gift 

from Colonel Brackenridge, enabled the administration to in- 

crease its emphasis on "scientific farming." Abner was par- 

ticularly pleased with this addition, since he was of the 

opinion that "there were too many young men of his race en- 

tering the learned professions and the ministry. 11 31 

Although professing to favor vocational education, 

which he recognized as the program that whites advocated for 

was Guadalupe College's principal benefactor. Believing that 
"the only practical solution to the race question was to edu- 
cate the negro up to the highest citizenship he was capaci- 
tated to reach," he made education for blacks one of his 
major philanthropies. He was attracted to Guadalupe College 
through W. B, Ball, although it is not known where or when 
they first met. Marilyn McAdams Sibley, George W. Bracken- 
ridqe: Maverick Philanthropist (Austin: University of Texas 
Press, 1973), p. 168. , 

30~uadalupe Co;lege, Catalog, 1892-1893. pp. 1-6; 
Guadalupe College, Catalog, 1901-1902, pp. 10-15. 

'lseguin Enterprise. 9 June 1905. 
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blacks ,  Abner fought a g a i n s t  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  subjugat ion  

of h i s  peop le  and r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  an a t tempt  by t h e  New 

York-based American B a p t i s t  Home Mission Soc ie ty  t o  r e g u l a t e  

t h e  black B a p t i s t  schools  i n  Texas. A t  t h e  1891 meeting of  

t h e  Negro B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convention, a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  

Home Mission Soc ie ty  submitted a proposed c h a r t e r  of incor-  

pora t ion  c r e a t i n g  t h e  "Bap t i s t  Missionary and Educat ional  

Convention of t h e  S t a t e  of Texas." This  corpora t ion  was t o  

cooperate " f i n a n c i a l l y  and otherwise" wi th  t h e  Home Mission 

Socie ty  i n  t h e  maintenance and d i r e c t i o n  of "such i n s t i t u -  

t i o n s  of l e a r n i n g  a t  such p laces  and under such condi t ions  

a s  may t o  s a i d  Missionary and Educational Convention seem 

d e s i r a b l e . "  I n s t i t u t i o n s  a f f i l i a t e d  wi th  t h i s  corpora t ion  

could g i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n  "only i n  s u b j e c t s  below c o l l e g i a t e  

and u n i v e r s i t y  grade.  1132 Thus, t h e  Texas B a p t i s t s  would be 

p r o h i b i t e d  by t h e  t e rms .o f  t h e  c h a r t e r  from owning o r  con- 

t r o l l i n g  a c o l l e g e  f o r  f i f t y  yea r s ,  t h e  per iod  of incorpo- 

r a t i o n .  T h e i r  schools  would funct ion  a s  mere academies, 

feeding s t u d e n t s  t o  Bishop College,  which was owned and 

c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  Home Mission Society.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  

money c o l l e c t e d  from Texas Bap t i s t s  t o  support  black educa- 

t i o n  would b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  Home Mission Socie ty  o f f i c e  i n  

New York, t o  be  reapport ioned t o  t h e  va r ious  academies. 

The e n t i r e  p r o p o s i t i o n  was unacceptable t o  a l a r g e  number 

3 2 ~ i s t r i c t  Associa t ion ,  Centennial ,  p.  78. 
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of Negro Baptists. 33 

This so-called "Unification Scheme" raised a storm of 

protest; controversy raged for two years, with Abner among 

those leading the opposition. Taking the position that "we 

are in the South white and colored to live and die, and know 

more about ourselves than anybody away from us," Abner 

stirred his followers by demanding, "How long will we let 

the white man keep locks and keys on our sons and daugh- 

ters? "34 While acknowledging that a period of white guard- 

ianship was needed after emancipation, a number of black 

Baptists felt that the time had come for them to prove that 

they could direct their own affairs. Upon learning that the 

controversial charter had already been filed and could not 

be rescinded, a large contingent walked out of the 1893 

meeting of the State Convention and formed a second state 

association, the Missionary Baptist General Convention, 

which would "permit no outside interference to check its 

cause. "35 Some forty-four district associations aligned 

themselves with the General Convention and pledged alle- 

giance to Guadalupe College; unrestricted by outside regu- 

lation, the institution continued to offer a traditional 

33~bid.; Annual Address of President L. L. Campbell 
to the General Convention in Session at San Antonio, Texas, 
October 24, 1923, in Minutes of the Missionary Baptist Gen- 
eral Convention, pp. 1-4, Personal Files of the Rev. Marvin 
C. Griffin, Ebenezer Baptist Church, Austin, Texas. 

34~eguin Enterprise, 10 November 189 3 ;  Jackson, Sure 
Foundation, p. 430. 

35~istrict Association, Centennial, p. 78 ; ~inutes 
of Missionary Baptist General Convention, pp. 2-3. 



collegiate curriculum and to award advanced degrees. 36 

The controversy of 1891-93 created an opportunity for 

greater Negro independence, but the exercise of this freedom 

proved to be more difficult than expected. Personal rival- 

ries and factional maneuvering were common within the ranks 

of the General Convention; cliques developed, consisting of 

strong leaders and loyal followers. Competition for posi- 

tions of authority and for individual recognition hampered 

effective overall planning in the field of education. In- 

stead of promoting Guadalupe College, thus insuring its con- 

tinued success, rival groups within the Missionary Baptist 

General Convention founded competing institutions in Waco, 

Austin, Houston, and Oakwood. While it can be argued that 

the dearth of Negro high schools made necessary the estab- 

lishment of numerous private facilities, nevertheless, these 

schools vied with Guadalupe College for pupils and money and 

divided the meager resources of the black Baptists. 37 

Recognizing that lack of cooperation was hindering 

its cause, the Missionary Baptist General Convention in 

1905 formed an Educational Board to supervise and support 

institutions under its jurisdiction. A "Correlation Plan" 

3 6 Minutes of the Missionary Baptist General Conven- 
tion, p. 4. In the hierarchy of the Negro Baptist Church, 
local congregations voluntarily unite into district asso- 
ciations, which in turn affiliate with one of the state- 
wide organizations known as conventions. There are pre- 
sently four Negro Baptist State Conventions in Texas. 

37~nterview with the Rev. J. A. Kemple, West End 
Baptist Church, San Antonio, Texas, 21  arch 1979; U.S. Bur. 
of Education Bulletin, 1916, 1:153. 



w a s  deve loped  which gave t h e  convention more d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  

o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s .  Under t h i s  " c o r r e l a t e d  system" a 

board of t r u s t e e s  f o r  each school  would be  e l e c t e d  annua l ly  

by t h e  Gene ra l  Convention;  f ive of t h e s e  t r u s t e e s  were t o  

b e  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  community where the schoo l  w a s  l o c a t e d ,  

t o  s e r v e  as a l o c a l  board of management. Schools  i n  t h e  

" c o r r e l a t e d  system" would be allowed t o  do academy- o r  

c o l l e g e - l e v e l  work " i n  p ropor t ion  t o  t h e i r  a b i l i t y "  and 

would r e c e i v e  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  " i n  p ropor t ion  t o  t h e i r  needs 

and c o n d i t i o n .  11 38 

Whatever t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  of t h e  Educa t iona l  Board i n  

proposing t h i s  " C o r r e l a t i o n  P l a n , "  t h e  Abner f a c t i o n  i n t e r -  

p r e t e d  it as an  a t t e m p t  by r i v a l  f a c t i o n s  t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  

o f  Guadalupe Col lege .  Abner had p r e v i o u s l y  warned t h a t  

"Aust in  wan t s  t h e  s choo l  moved up t h e r e .  The c i t i z e n s  have 

guaran teed  $ 5 , 0 0 0  and a11 t h e  land w e  want. '39 Leader of 

t h e  p r o - c o r r e l a t i o n  group was t h e  Reverend L. L .  Campbell 

o f  Aus t in ,  modera tor  of  S t .  John ' s  D i s t r i c t  Assoc i a t i on  and 

p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Miss ionary B a p t i s t  General  Convention. 

B i t t e r  a c c u s a t i o n s  w e r e  made by both s i d e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

charges  o f  f i n a n c i a l  misconduct a g a i n s t  David Abner. The 

Campbell f a c t i o n  p r e v a i l e d ,  and t h e  " C o r r e l a t i o n  P lan"  was 

3 8 ~ i s t r i c t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Cen tenn ia l ,  p. 77 ; Jackson,  
Sure  Foundat ion ,  p .  5 4 7 .  

3 9 ~ u a d a l u p e  Co l l ege  Recorder quoted i n  t h e  Sequin 
E n t e r p r i s e ,  2 0  J u l y  1894. 



adopted. 40  A r e p o r t  o f  t h e  General  Convention expla ined  

t h a t  body ' s p o s i t i o n  : 

I t  i s  o u r  o b s e r v a t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  no 
one o r  t w o  a s s o c i a t i o n s  can o r  w i l l  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
o p e r a t e  a school .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  improbable,  
f o r  t h e  s imp le  reason  t h a t  it t a k e s  more money than  
they  are w i l l i n g  t o  g ive .  

S i n c e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  s t a r t i n g  
Bap t i s t  s c h o o l s  i s  w a s t e f u l  and h u r t f u l ,  making us 
less able t o  meet compet i t ion  i n  e d u c a t i o n  work, w e  
raise t h e  q u e s t i o n  whether it would n o t  b e  b e t t e r  
t o  have  one ,  two, o r  t h r e e  schools  w i s e l y  l o c a t e d ,  
p r o p e r l y  equipped and suppor ted ,  t h a n  t o  have a 
dozen o r  more s o  poor ly  equipped t h a t  t h e y  cannot  
r e n d e r  a h igh  grade  of s e r v i c e .  4 1  

This  r e a s o n a b l e  exp lana t ion  was r e j e c t e d  by die-hard sup- 

p o r t e r s  o f  Guadalupe Col lege ,  who accused  Campbell of  d i -  

v e r t i n g  f u n d s  t o  h i s  pe r sona l  p r o j e c t ,  S t .  J o h n ' s  I n s t i t u t e ,  

and f a u l t e d  t h e  General  Convention f o r  promising a i d  t h a t  

d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e .  4 2  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  adopt ion of t h e  " C o r r e l a t i o n  P l an , "  

Abner w a s  d i s c h a r g e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t  of Guadalupe Col lege.  I n  

June,  1906,  t h e  Board o f  T rus t ee s  r e l i e v e d  him of  h i s  d u t i e s  

and a p p o i n t e d  W. B. B a l l  a s  execut ive  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e .  

They i s s u e d  a c i r c u l a r  defending t h e i r  a c t i o n s ,  a p o r t i o n  of 

which w a s  r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  E n t e r p r i s e :  

W e  a c t e d  i n  good f a i t h ,  w i thou t  b i a s  and f r e e  
from malice, having no c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  us b u t  
t h e  h i g h e s t  good of  Guadalupe C o l l e g e ;  how b e s t  we 

4 0 ~ i s t r i c t  Assoc ia t i on ,  C e n t e n n i a l ,  p. 76. 

4121.9. Bur. of  Ed.  B u l l e t i n ,  1916 ,  1:153. 

4 2 ~ i s t r i c t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  C e n t e n n i a l ,  p. 76 ;  Kemple 
In te rv iew;  I n t e r v i e w  wi th  M r .  William C .  Johns ton ,  Seguin,  
Texas, 19  Feb rua ry  1979. 



could conserve  h e r  i n t e r e s t s  and most f a i t h f u l l y  
c a r r y  o u t  t h e  impor tan t  t r u s t  reposed i n  us  by you. 
We thought  t h e s e  cond i t ions  inexcusably bad. When 
Prof .  Abner took charge f i f t e e n  yea r s  ago t h e r e  
were two b u i l d i n g s  and $4,000 indebtedness  a g a i n s t  
t h e  schoo l ;  now t h e r e  a r e  s i x  b u i l d i n g s ,  a l l  s i x  
mortgaged f o r  only $4,800, y e t  an indebtedness  
a g a i n s t  t h e  school  of  $15,000.00 (P ro f .  Abner 
a s s i s t e d  i n  making t h i s  mortgage; it must have 
been t h e  b e s t  he could make on t h e  proper ty . ) .  

Taking t h i s  mortgage a s  an index of t h e  r e a l  
value o f  t h e s e  improvements it i s  smal l  indeed. 
On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e  deb t  is  a s  d i sappo in t ing ly  
large--$15,000 a g a i n s t  $4,000. Where i s  t h e  pro- 
g res s?  A l o c a l  sent iment  a l t o g e t h e r  favorable  had 
been changed t o  one almost e n t i r e l y  a n t a g o n i s t i c ;  
a  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g ,  t h e  b e s t  i n  t e n  y e a r s ,  
had no t  been taken advantage o f ,  and, a s  a  r e s u l t ,  
t h e  schoo l  was $2,412.21 behind i n  i t s  running ex- 
penses,  t h e  wors t  f i n a n c i a l  condi t ion  i n  i t s  h i s -  
t o r y ;  t h e  accounts  of t h e  school ,  i n s t e a d  of  show- 
ing  t h a t  accuracy  expected,  showed inaccurac ies  and 
d i s c r e p a n c i e s  grave and ques t ionable ;  i n s t e a d  of 
p e r f e c t  l i b e r t y  i n  a l lowing a  pe rusa l  and a u d i t i n g  
t h e  books o f  t h e  school ,  a  s tud ied  and p e r s i s t e n t  
r e f u s a l  t o  a l low such p e r u s a l  and a u d i t i n g ;  con- 
t r a r y  t o  t h e  h e l p f u l  openness i n  l e t t i n g  t h e  Board 
know i ts  indebtedness  t o  him, a cons tan t  and suc- 
c e s s f u l  e f f o r t  t o  keep them from knowing how much 
they owed him; where c a r e  should have been exer-  
c i s e d  t o  keep  i n  r e p a i r  t h e  premises and bu i ld ings ,  
c a r e l e s s  n e g l e c t  ran  r i o t .  

We t h o u g h t  t h e s e  condi t ions  demanded a change. 
We made it, and p r e s e n t  you, r e l u c t a n t l y ,  b u t  t r u t h -  
f u l l y ,  some of  t h e  reasons why.43 

The d i s m i s s a l  of Abner was t h e  f i r s t  i n  a  s e r i e s  of 

even t s  t h a t  s e r i o u s l y  damaged t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of  Guadalupe 

College.  I n  September, 1906, t h e  College of t h e  Guadalupe 

B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  P l a i n t i f f ,  brought s u i t  i n  D i s t r i c t  

Court a g a i n s t  Abner , a l l e g i n g  t h a t  he had misappropriated 

and embezzled $32,408.18 i n  co l l ege  funds. The p l a i n t i f f  

f u r t h e r  charged t h a t  Abner, upon l ea rn ing  of h i s  d i s m i s s a l ,  

4 3 ~ e g u i n  E n t e r p r i s e ,  1 7  August 1 9  0 6 .  
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had removed " b l a n k e t s ,  q u i l t s ,  ba th tubs ,  and o t h e r  equipment 

of t h e  r easonab le  va lue  of $1,000.00" from t h e  c o l l e g e  prem- 

ises and had " s t u d i o u s l y  and wi th  mal ic ious  design in ju red  

t h e  co l l ege  b u i l d i n g s  and o t h e r  proper ty .  "44  The s u i t  

avowed t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  Board of Managers, r e s i d e n t  t r u s t e e s  

charged wi th  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  monthly a u d i t s ,  had never 

been suppl ied  w i t h  i temized s ta tements  of r e c e i p t s  and d i s -  

bursements, b u t  r a t h e r  with r e p o r t s  o f  a genera l  na tu re ,  

"which were n o t  by them thoroughly understood,  and which 

were decep t ive . "  Two of t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r u s t e e s ,  W. B. B a l l  

and P e t e r  Mays, s t i l l  se rv ing  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ,  were among 

those who swore t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  were t r u e  and c o r r e c t .  45 

Abner responded t o  t h e  charges a g a i n s t  him by f i l i n g  

a  c r o s s  a c t i o n  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  owed him $4,835 i n  

back pay. He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h i s  monthly and annual f i n a n c i a l  

r e p o r t s  had been approved without  except ion by t h e  proper 

o f f i c e r s  of t h e  co rpora t ion  and t h a t  t h e  s tockholders  i n  

annual meeting had then  r a t i f i e d  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  o f f i c e r s .  

Fourteen prominent s tockho lde r s ,  inc luding  seven members of 

t h e  Board of ~ r u s t e e s ,  supported Abner, a t t e s t i n g  t o  h i s  

" e a r n e s t ,  s i n c e r e ,  e f f i c i e n t  and capable  management of 

p l a i n t i f f  c o r p o r a t i o n , "  and joined him i n  a  p l e a  f o r  abate- 

ment of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s u i t .  These p a r t i e s  maintained t h a t  

4 4 ~ u a d a l u p e  County , 25th J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  Court 
Records, No. 8035: College of t h e  B a p t i s t  Associat ion v. 
David Abner, Jr . ,  Courthouse, Seguin, Texas. 



t h e  t r u s t e e s  of Guadalupe Co l l ege  had 'neve r  au tho r i zed  t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  of a  s u i t  a g a i n s t  Abner; r a t h e r ,  "one o r  two of 

t h e  T r u s t e e s ,  pe r sona l  enemies o f  de fendan t , "  had i n s t i g a t e d  

t h e  a c t i o n .  46 

The t r u t h  o r  f a l s i t y  o f  t h e  charges  a g a i n s t  Abner w a s  

n e v e r  a s c e r t a i n e d .  The Missionary B a p t i s t  General  Conven- 

t i o n ,  meeting i n  October ,  1906, adopted a  r e s o l u t i o n  urg ing  

b o t h  s i d e s  t o  "compromise t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  

c o u r t s , "  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  " t h e  cou r se  and f i n a l  t e rmina t ion  

of s a i d  s u i t  would prove damaging t o  one, t h e  o t h e r ,  o r  both 

of t h e  p a r t i e s  concerned.  " 4 7  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  d e l a y s  and l e g a l  

maneuvers, bo th  p a r t i e s  agreed t o  se t t le  o u t  of c o u r t .  On 

March 1 4 ,  1907, a  judgment was e n t e r e d  which d i r e c t e d  " t h a t  

t h e  p l a i n t i f f  t a k e  no th ing  by i t s  s u i t ,  and t h a t  defendant  

t a k e  nothing by h i s  c r o s s  a c t i o n ,  and t h a t  t h i s  judgment be  

f i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of  a l 1 , m a t t e r s  i n  cont roversy  between t h e  

p l a i n t i f f  and defendant  h e r e i n .  1148 Thus, t h e  i s s u e s  remained 

unreso lved ,  c r e a t i n g  deep d i v i s i o n s  among b l ack  B a p t i s t s  and 

s e r i o u s l y  impeding t h e  p r o g r e s s  of  Guadalupe Col lege.  

The con t rove r sy  between Abner and t h e  Board of  T rus t ee s  

i l l u s t r a t e s  s e v e r a l  b a s i c  f l aws  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  of  Guadalupe 

Co l l ege .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  an exces s ive  amount of author-  

i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was p laced  i n  t h e  hands of  t h e  p r e s i -  

d e n t .  A s  g e n e r a l  manager, he  had complete c o n t r o l  of t h e  
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affairs of the institution, financial and otherwise. On 

the one hand, this concentration of power created the op- 

portunity for misconduct; on the other, the delegation of 

so many duties to one person led to inefficiency and lax- 

ness, Secondly, inexperience in administrative affairs and 

ignorance of proper financial procedures were apparent in 

the conduct of the Board of Trustees. The entire Board met 

only once a year to review the progress of the college and 

routinely approved the actions of the president. The Board 

admitted that its approval of Abner's financial reports "was 

done unadvisably and through a misunderstanding of such re- 

ports. 1 1 4 '  People of limited education and experience were 

wrestling with problems that called for more expertise. 

Finally, the power and prestige attached to the office of 

the President of Guadalupe College engendered envy and fed 

the factionalism that was prevalent among black Baptists. 

The presidency became a symbol of ultimate achievement, a 

prize to be won, at the expense of others if necessary. 

With the passing of the Abner era, Guadalupe College 

would enter a period of financial distress and decline. 

Whatever his mistakes and shortcomings, Abner had enhanced 

the institution's reputation, had increased enrollment dra- 

matically, and had expanded the facilities and curriculum. 

Never again would the college achieve the prominence that it 



4 9  

enjoyed during the presidency of David Abner, Jr. 50 

50~pon leaving Guadalupe College, Abner became presi- 
dent of Conroe College, a private institution owned by a 
stock company. Abner owned over fifty percent of the stock. 
In 1917 he left Conroe College to become president of the 
Baptist Seminary in Nashville, although he soon resigned 
due to failing health. He died in 1928. U.S'. Bur. of Ed. 
Bulletin, 1916. 2:602; Banks, "Year of the Bell," p. 9; 
Jackson, Sure Foundation, p. 431. 



CHAPTER I11 

HARD TIMES, 1906-1921 

The f i n a n c i a l  problems t h a t  o r i g i n a t e d  dur ing  t h e  

pres idency  of David Abner p re sen ted  a  formidable cha l lenge  

t o  W. B. B a l l ,  who d i r e c t e d  t h e  a f f a i r s  of Guadalupe College 

from 1906 u n t i l  1913.  The t r u s t e e s  had incu r r ed  a  deb t  of 

over f i f t e e n  thousand  d o l l a r s ,  i nc lud ing  a  $4,800 mortgage 

( p l u s  i n t e r e s t )  due  i n  1908, a balance of $1160.16 owed on 

ope ra  c h a i r s  o r d e r e d  f o r  t h e  new audi tor ium,  a  $2,412.12 

d e f i c i t  i n  running  expenses ,  and va r ious  o t h e r  unpaid b i l l s .  1 

To make m a t t e r s  w o r s e ,  a f i r e  s e v e r e l y  damaged I l s l e y  H a l l  

i n  l a t e  1 9 0 6 . ~  B a l l  appealed t o  t h e  black B a p t i s t s  of  Texas 

f o r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  and h i s  t r o u b l e s  appeared t o  b e  reso lved  when, 

a t  a meeting of t h e  Missionary B a p t i s t  General Convention, 

"enough was r a i s e d  and pledged t o  pay o f f  t h e  p re sen t  deb t  

amounting t o  $16,404.00 i n  one y e a r  o r  a l i t t l e  more. 11 3 

I Seguin E n t e r p r i s e ,  2 November 1906, 17 August 1906; 
G u a d a l u ~ e  County, D i s t r i c t  Court  Records, No. 9893: C .  H .  
Myers &- Co. v .  G;adalupe Col lege B a p t i s t  Associa t ion;  Guada- 
l u p e  County, Deeds o f  T r u s t ,  v o l .  K ,  p. 575. 

* " ~ r i e f  Histor ical  Note. " The f i r e  was a l s o  mentioned 
by eyewitnesses  Inman, T o l i v e r ,  and Fenne l l ,  

3 ~ e g u i n  E n t e r p r i s e ,  2 November 1906 ; D i s t r i c t  Associa- 
t i o n ,  Cen tenn ia l ,  p. 76 .  



U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  promised re l ief  d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e ;  

t h e  d e b t  remained u n p a i d .  The o r i g i n a l  no te  w a s  renewed 

i n  1908 and a  second  l o a n  of t w e l v e  thousand d o l l a r s  w a s  

s e c u r e d  i n  1909 from H. P .  Drought & Co. of San Antonio. 4 

The t r u s t e e s  i n c u r r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n d e b t e d n e s s  when they  pur- 

c h a s e d  a  home, l o c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  Court S t r e e t  from t h e  

c o l l e g e  campus, t o  b e  u s e d  as t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e s i d e n c e  of t h e  

p r e s i d e n t .  I n  1912 t h e  M i s s i o n a r y  B a p t i s t  General Conven- 

t i o n  assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  d e b t  due H. P. Drought & 

Co.; i n  r e t u r n ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  conveyed t o  t h e  General  Conven- 

t i o n  t h e  deeds  t o  t h e  town p r o p e r t y .  
6 

I n  one of t h e  few 

p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  t u r b u l e n t  p e r i o d ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  en- 

t e r e d  i n t o  a n  agreement  w i t h  t h e  Guadalupe Water Power Com- 

pany whereby t h a t  company deeded t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  a 15 .9-acre  

t r a c t  o f  l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  farm proper ty .  I n  

exchange ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  g r a n t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  Water Power 

Company t o  back water o v e r  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l and  i n  connec- 

t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  d a m  a c r o s s  t h e  Guadalupe 

River. The Water Power Company a l s o  agreed  t o  f u r n i s h  e l e c -  

t r i c  c u r r e n t  t o  t h e  f a r m  once  i t s  h y d r o e l e c t r i c  p l a n t s  were 

4 
Guadalupe County,  Deeds of  T r u s t ,  v o l .  MI p. 491, 

vol.  N ,  p. 10 .  

5 
Guadalupe County,  Deed Records,  v o l .  30, p.  2 0 .  

' ~ u a d a l u ~ e  County ,  Deed Records,  v o l .  37, pp. 289-291. 
T h e  G e n e r a l  Convent ion  n e v e r  p a i d  t h e  d e b t  t o  H .  P.  Drought 
& Co. The n o t e s  were purchased  from t h e  l a t t e r  by George 
W .  B r a c k e n r i d g e ,  who t h e n  r e l e a s e d  Guadalupe Col lege  from 
a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as p a r t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of a  subsequent  
l a w s u i t .  



i n  o p e r a t i o n .  7 

F a i l u r e  by Guadalupe Col lege  t o  meet i t s  f i n a n c i a l  

o b l i g a t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a series of l a w s u i t s  t h a t  th rea tened  

t h e  continued e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  school .  A smal l  judgment 

w a s  paid  o f f  i n  c a s h  by B a l l ,  and a s u i t  f o r  payment of t h e  

d e b t  owed on t h e  o p e r a  c h a i r s  w a s  s e t t l e d  ou t  of c o u r t  f o r  

8 t h r e e  hundred d o l l a r s .  O f  more s e r i o u s  consequence were two 

l a w s u i t s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  of v a l u a b l e  

c o l l e g e  p rope r ty .  I n  1913 t w o  Guadalupe Col lege t e a c h e r s ,  

P .  H.  Ransome and C .  A .  Wyman, sued t h e i r  employers f o r  non- 

payment of s a l a r i e s .  The County Court found i n  f avo r  of  t h e  

t e a c h e r s ,  and when t h e  judgments were n o t  pa id  i n  f u l l ,  t h e  

county  judge o rde red  t h e  s h e r i f f  t o  se l l  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  prop- 

e r t y  a t  p u b l i c  vendue. ' S h e r i f f  W.  F .  Neubauer s e i z e d  and 

o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  t h e  l o t s  on Court  S t r e e t  t h a t  comprised t h e  

main campus, a s  w e l l  as t h e  l o t  occupied by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  

home, Only t h e  t i m e l y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  of George W. Bracken- 

r i d g e  prevented a d i s a s t e r .  He purchased t h e  c o l l e g e  p r a -  

ises f o r  $317.21 and t h e  r e s idence  f o r  $239.65, t h u s  saving 

Guadalupe Col lege from f i n a n c i a l  r u i n  and a l lowing c l a s s e s  

7 Guadalupe County, Deed Records, v o l .  4 2 ,  pp. 576-78. 
By t h e  terms of t h e  agreement,  t h e  c o l l e g e  r e t a i n e d  ownership 
of t h e  f looded p r o p e r t y ,  which was t o  be used by t h e  Water 
Power Company f o r  a r e s e r v o i r  on ly  and n o t  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  
o r  o t h e r  purposes .  

8 ~ u a d a l u p e  County,  Deed Records, v o l .  3 ,  p. 2 1 4 ;  D i s -  
t r i c t  Court Records,  N o .  9893. 

' ~ u a d a l u ~ e  County,  County Court ,  C i v i l  and Criminal  
Minu te s ,  v o l .  D ,  pp. 132-33. 
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t o  con t inue  u n i n t e r r u p t e d .  10 

I t  was d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod  o f  extreme d i s t r e s s  t h a t  t h e  

Uni ted S t a t e s  Bureau o f  Education Survey Committee, con- 

d u c t i n g  i t s  comprehensive s tudy  o f  Negro h igher  educa t ion ,  

v i s i t e d  t h e  campus of  Guadalupe Col lege .  The r e p o r t  o f  t h a t  

committee,  da t ed  March 1914, r evea l ed  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which 

t h e  school  had d e c l i n e d  i n  t h e  e i g h t  yea r s  of  B a l l ' s  adminis-  

t r a t i o n .  At tendance,  which had been l i s t e d  i n  1907 a s  450 

non- res iden t  b o a r d e r s ,  was recorded a s  e igh ty - s ix  i n  1914. 11 

A f a c i l i t y  t h a t  had been approved by t h e  S t a t e  Department o f  

Educat ion a s  a  s e n i o r  c o l l e g e  from 1902 through 1906 was 

d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  a s  " a  school  o f  elementary grade 

w i t h  a  few p u p i l s  i n  secondary s u b j e c t s .  "12 The committee 

made s e v e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  about t h e  conduct  and c o n d i t i o n s  

of t h e  c o l l e g e .  Of t h e  e igh ty - s ix  p u p i l s  i n  a t t endance ,  

f i f t y - s e v e n  were e lementa ry  and twenty-nine were secondary;  

t h i r t y - e i g h t  were m a l e  and f o r t y - e i g h t  were female. There  

were  e i g h t  t e a c h e r s ;  D .  J .  Hul l  was a c t i n g  p r i n c i p a l .  Elemen- 

t a r y  work was be ing  done i n  t h r e e  "prepara tory"  yea r s  and i n  

l 0 ~ u a d a l u p e  County, Deed Records, vo l .  4 1 ,  pp. 337-38. 

''sequin E n t e r p r i s e ,  22 November 1907; U . S .  Bur. of  Ed. 
B u l l e t i n ,  1 9 1 6 ,  2:576. 

12u.s.  Bur. o f  Ed.  B u l l e t i n ,  1 9 1 6 ,  2:576; In te rv iew 
w i t h  D r .  Edward Vodicka,  Div i s ion  of  Teacher Education,  
Texas  Education Agency, Aus t in ,  Texas, 7 March 1979. Accord- 
i n g  t o  r e s e a r c h  done by t h e  Texas Education Agency, Guadalupe 
Co l l ege  r ece ived  s t a t e  approva l  a s  a  s e n i o r  c o l l e g e  on 
1 7  November 1902 and o p e r a t e d  a s  s u c h u n t i l  26 December 1906,  
when it was r e j e c t e d .  S tandards  app l i ed  i n  g r a n t i n g  app rova l  
are unknown. 



t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  "academic" y e a r s .  Opt iona l  i n d u s t r i a l  

work w a s  l i m i t e d  t o  " b r i e f  t i m e  i n  cooking,  sewing, 

l aunde r ing ,  t a i l o r i n g ,  and iron-work." ~ l t h o u g h  t h e  rooms 

w e r e  f a i r l y  w e l l  k e p t ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  were i n  bad r e p a i r .  

S ince  complete f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  were n o t  being kept a t  

t h e  school  and no d e t a i l s  cou ld  be ob ta ined  from t h e  

t r e a s u r e r ,  t h e  committee e s t i m a t e d  t h e  va lue  of t h e  land 

a t  f i f t e e n  thousand d o l l a r s ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h f  rty-two 

thousand,  and moveable equipment a t  t h r e e  thousand. l3  

I n  l i g h t  o f  i t s  f i n d i n g s ,  t h e  survey group suggested t h a t  

Guadalupe Col lege  be  r eo rgan ized ,  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  elemen- 

t a r y  d i v i s i o n ,  c e n t e r i n g  i t s  work on secondary and t eache r  

t r a i n i n g  cour ses ,  and i n c l u d i n g  t h e  " theo ry  and p r a c t i c e  

of gardening" as a r e q u i r e d  subject. It f u r t h e r  recommended 

t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  be s t r eng thened  and t h a t  a  simple 

system of accounts  be  i n s t a l l e d ,  t o  be  aud i t ed  annually 

by an a c c r e d i t e d  accoun tan t .  14 

The d ismal  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  Guadalupe College were not  

unique t o  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Most of t h e  schools surveyed 
- 

i n  1914-1915 w e r e  d e f i c i e n t  i n  maintenance,  i n  adminis t ra-  

t i o n ,  and i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of courses .  O f  t h e  3,757 Negro 

p u p i l s  a t t e n d i n g  twenty-nine p r i v a t e  schools  i n  Texas, only 

872  were e n r o l l e d  i n  secondary cour ses  and 1 2 9  i n  c o l l e g e  

c l a s s e s .  l5 The  most p r e s s i n g  need, i n  t h e  opinion of t h e  

13u.  S .  Bur. o f  Ed. B u l l e t i n ,  1916, 2:576-77. 
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committee, was t o  e s t a b l i s h  secondary schools  with  teacher  

t r a i n i n g  courses .  Such t r a i n i n g  should be introduced " i n  

e v e r y  educa t iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n  a b l e  t o  o f f e r  any o r  a l l  of 

t h e  s u b j e c t s  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  u s u a l l y  g iven  i n  such courses ."  

A second gene ra l  sugges t ion  c a l l e d  f o r  "more provis ion  f o r  

i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e  problems of r u r a l  l i f e .  ,, 1 6  

Thus, when t h e  s t a t u s  of Guadalupe Col lege i s  measured 

a g a i n s t  t h e  survey f i n d i n g s  a s  a  whole, it i s  apparent t h a t  

t h e  Seguin i n s t i t u t i o n  was s u f f e r i n g  from problems common 

g e n e r a l l y  t o  Negro schoo l s  of t h a t  e r a .  The missionary 

s p i r i t  t h a t  had prompted whi t e  suppor t  of black educat ion 

had dec l ined ,  g iv ing  way to  an  a t t i t u d e  of  ind i f f e rence .  

Most Negro i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  Guadalupe Co l l ege  included,  were 

l e f t  t o  s t r u g g l e  a long  on t h e i r  own and t o  maintain t h e i r  

p rev ious  s t anda rds  a s  b e s t  t hey  could.  They needed ou t s ide  

h e l p ,  so  t h e  Bureau of  ducati ion l o g i c a l l y  recommended t h a t  

t h e  county,  s t a t e ,  and f e d e r a l  governments provide increased 

suppor t .  17 

For Guadalupe Col lege ,  t h i s  c r u c i a l  h e l p  came n o t  from 

t h e  government but from George W .  Brackenridge.  Even a s  t h e  

Bureau of Education was conducting i t s  survey, suppor te rs  of 

t h e  school  w e r e  making p l a n s  f o r  a new and b e t t e r  ~ u a d a l u p e  

Co l l ege ,  t o  be l o c a t e d  on the farm w e s t  o f  Sequin. This 

t r a c t  of l a n d ,  216  a c r e s  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  bank of t h e  ~ u a d a -  

l u p e  River,  had been purchased by t h e  t r u s t e e s  from T .  H .  ~ a k e r  
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o n  A p r i l  29,  1905,  f o r  $7550. l8 Two days l a t e r ,  t h e  prom- 

i s s o r y  n o t e  e x e c u t e d  by t h e  t r u s t e e s  was purchased from 

Baker  by  B r a c k e n r i d g e ,  who t h e n  made a g i f t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  

t o  G u a d a l u p e  C o l l e g e .  The d e e d  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  

and  i t s  s u c c e s s o r s  were  t o  have  f u l l  use  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  

p e r p e t u a l l y  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  t r u s t e e s  

n e v e r  c o n v e y  o r  encumber t h e  l a n d  i n  any way. l9 p r i o r  t o  

1914 t h e  f a r m  p r o p e r t y  was l a r g e l y  c u l t i v a t e d ;  t h e  r e n t  

d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  a c r e a g e  n e t t e d  about  s i x  hundred d o l l a r s  p e r  

y e a r  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e .  2 0  But as c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  town cam- 

p u s  w o r s e n e d ,  w i t h  a t t e n d a n c e  d e c l i n i n g  and t h e  b u i l d i n g s  

d e t e r i o r a t i n g ,  B r a c k e n r i d g e  de te rmined  t h a t  a  move was i n  

o r d e r .  Concerned t h a t  Negro y o u t h s  had no s k i l l s  o r  t r a d e s ,  

h e  i n t e n d e d  t o  c o n v e r t  Guadalupe Col lege  i n t o  a  v o c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n ,  A campus l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  farm p r o p e r t y  would 

p r o v i d e  a m p l e  room f o r  the t e a c h i n g  of a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  c a r p e n t r y ,  t a i l o r i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  t r a d e s .  21 

18Guadalupe  County,  Deed Records ,  v o l .  28, p. 551. 

1 9 ~ u a d a l u p e  County, Deed Records ,  v o l  . 38, pp. 516-17. 

2 0 ~ . ~ .  - Bur .  o f  Ed. B u l l e t i n ,  1916,  2:576. 

' ' ~ n t e r v i e w  w i t h  M r .  J o h n  Inman, San Antonio,  Texas ,  
21  March 1 9 7 9 .  Inman a t t e n d e d  Guadalupe Col lege  f o r  s ix  
y e a r s ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1912 when t h e  schoo l  was i n  town and 
t h e n  a t t e n d e d  c l a s s e s  a t  the new s i t e  a f t e r  1914. H e  knew 
B r a c k e n r i d g e  p e r s o n a l l y ,  o f t e n  accompanying t h e  o l d  g e n t l e -  
man down t o  t h e  r i v e r  whenever h e  v i s i t e d  t h e  campus. Ac- 
c o r d i n g  t o  Inman, B r a c k e n r i d g e  "was n o t  a church  man" and 
w a s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  v o c a t i o n a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e l i g i o u s  educa- 
t i o n .  B r a c k e n r i d g e  t o l d  Inman t h a t  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  was f o r  
" t h e  Negro  y o u t h  of Texas" and  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  B a p t i s t s .  
B r a c k e n r i d g e ' s  b i o g r a p h e r  c o n f i r m s  t h a t  "he pondered con- 
s t a n t l y  over t h e o l o g i c a l  p rob lems  and o f t e n  c o n t r i b u t e d  



With t h i s  g o a l  i n  mind, Brackenr idge ' s  a t t o rneys  drew 

up a c o n t r a c t  w i t h  Windham Bro the r s  Construct ion Company 

o f  Birmingham, Alabama, f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  two modern b r i ck  

b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  farm p rope r ty ;  W.  A .  Rayf ie ld  & Co., 

A r c h i t e c t s ,  s u p p l i e d  drawings and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  The 

l a r g e r  of  t h e  t w o  b u i l d i n g s ,  a  fou r - s to ry  s t r u c t u r e ,  was t o  

house a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  c lassrooms,  a l i b r a r y ,  and a 

c a f e t e r i a - c h a p e l ;  t h e  .top t , w o  f l o o r s  would se rve  a s  a  g i r l s 1  

dormi tory .  A t h r e e - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  was designed t o  house 

t h e  boys.  C o n s t r u c t i o n  began on A p r i l  10 ,  1 9 1 4 ,  and was t o  

b e  completed on o r  b e f o r e  October 1 4 ,  1 9 1 4 .  When t h e  r egu la r  

s p r i n g  s e s s i o n  of  Guadalupe Col lege  c losed  i n  May, t h e  con- 

t r a c t o r s  were a l lowed t o  d i smant le  t h e  bu i ld ings  on t h e  town 

p r o p e r t y  and t o  use sa lvageab le  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of 

t h e  new f a c i l i t i e s .  T o t a l  c o s t  o f  t h e  two bui ld ings  was 

$49,600,  " a l l  h e a t i n g ,  p i p i n g ,  and r a d i a t o r s  omit ted.  11 22 AS 

t h e  " p a r t y  who is f u r n i s h i n g  t h e  l a r g e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  money 

t o  pay f o r  t h e  work,"Brackenridge could "appeal  t o  t h e  pro- 

f e s s o r  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  Texas f o r  ad- 

v i c e .  I' H e  e x e r c i s e d  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e ,  s e l e c t i n g  professor  

F.  E. Gieseche t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  p r o j e c t .  23 

money t o  denomina t iona l  c a u s e s ,  bu t  he never  joined 
a church."  S i b l e y ,  Georqe W .  Brackenridge,  p. 11. 

2 2 ~ u a d a l u p e  County,  Mechanics Lien Records, vo l .  2 ,  
pp.40-41; I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  M r .  Walter  T o l i v e r ,  Seguin, Texas, 
1 4  February 1 9 7 9 .  

2 3 ~ e x a r  County,  73rd J u d i c i a l  District  Court Records, No. 
B-10207: T .  C .  and B .  L.  Windham V.  Col lege of Guadalupe 
B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  e t  a l .  , Courthouse, San Antonio, Texas; 
Guadalupe County, Mechanics Lien Records, vo l .  2 ,  p. 4 1 .  



A t  t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t  was drawn up, t h e  

t r u s t e e s  had t h i r t y - o n e  thousand d o l l a r s  i n  cash.  Bracken- 

r i d g e ' h a d  t o l d  them t h a t  i f  t h e y  r a i s e d  t e n  thousand d o l l a r s  

toward t h e  bu i ld ing  p r o j e c t ,  he  would supply t h e  remainder. 

To ach ieve  t h i s  g o a l ,  they p laced  W. M.  F u l l e r  of Austin i n  

cha rge  of t h e i r  fund-ra i s ing  d r i v e ;  s e v e r a l  farmers mort- 

gaged t h e i r  l and  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  cause.  2 4  The b lack  

B a p t i s t s  m e t  t h e i r  quo ta  of t e n  thousand d o l l a r s ,  and 

Brackenridge added an  a d d i t i o n a l  twenty-one thousand. The 

town p rope r ty ,  bought by Brackenridge a t  a  s h e r i f f ' s  s a l e  

e a r l i e r  t h a t  yea r ,  was t o  be deeded t o  Windham Brothers  i n  

payment of t h e  $18,600 balance due on t h e  c o n t r a c t .  25 

The bu i ld ings  w e r e  completed, and t h e  twenty-eighth 

s e s s i o n  of Guadalupe Col lege opened i n  November, 1 9 1 4 .  A 

new p r e s i d e n t ,  D r .  W i l l i a m  Henry Moses of Tennessee, was 

chosen  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  D r .  B a l l ,  

who r e t a i n e d  t h e  r e s p e c t  of bo th  black ~ a p t i s t s  and t h e  

w h i t e  community i n  s p i t e  of h i s  somewhat unsuccessful  record 

as head of t h e  schoo l ,  r e t i r e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of Pres ident  

Emer i tus ,  wi th  a  s a l a r y  of s i x t y  d o l l a r s  pe r  month. 2 6  on 

2 4  
Kemple In t e rv iew.  

2 5 ~ u a d a l u p e  County, Mechanics Lien  Records, vo l  . 2 ,  
p. 4 1 .  According t o  John Inman, Brackenridge gave a d d i t i o n a l  
money t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  and t o  equip  the  main bu i ld ing  
w i t h  a  furnace.  

2613a11 t o  Brackenridge,  18 September 1 9 1 9 .  A t  B a l l ' s  
r e q u e s t ,  t h e  Board of T r u s t e e s  reduced h i s  s a l a r y  t o  t e n  
d o l l a r s  per  month; by 1 9 1 9  t hey  owed him $2,997.14 i n  back 
pay. H e  continued a s  p a s t o r  of t h e  Second Bap t i s t  Church 



t h e  f i r s t  day of c l a s s e s ,  Brackenridge toured  t h e  f a c i l i t y ,  

"walking a l l  around and i n s p e c t i n g  eve ry th ing . "  He then 

addressed t h e  s t u d e n t s  assembled i n  t h e  chapel ,  saying, 

"This  i s  your school .  . . . W e  t r i e d  t o  p u t  everything here 

t h a t  was a v a i l a b l e .  . . . You a l l  make good of it. 1127 

Approximately f i f t y - f o u r  s t u d e n t s  a t tended Guadalupe 

Col lege  dur ing  t h e  1914-1915 s e s s i o n .  Room and board was 

f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  pe r  month; most s t u d e n t s  paid a t  l e a s t  half  

by working t h e  land. Cotton,  c o r n ,  g r a i n ,  and produce from 

a l a r g e  garden provided both  money f o r  expenses and food f o r  

t h e  c a f e t e r i a .  Boys and g i r l s  a l i k e  performed regu la r  chores 

t h a t  kept t h e  school o p e r a t i n g  on a d a i l y  bas i s .  By p a r t i c i -  

p a t i n g  i n  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  learned "hab i t s  of 

i n d u s t r y "  and " t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t  o f  c u l t i v a t i n g  t h e  s o i l .  " 28 

I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  so -ca l l ed  " i n d u s t r i a l  f e a t u r e "  of t h e  education 

o f f e r e d  was achieved through " l e a r n i n g  by doing" r a t h e r  than 

through s t r u c t u r e d  courses  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a d e s .  

Despite Brackenr idge ' s  v i s i o n  of  Guadalupe College a s  a  

- u n t i l  s h o r t l y  before  h i s  dea th  i n  1923. H i s  ob i tuary  i n  the  
Sequin  En te rp r i se  of 2 February 1923 desc r ibed  him as  a 
"good, law-abiding c i t i z e n ,  r e s p e c t e d  and revered by h i s  own 
r a c e ,  and with many f r i e n d s  among t h e  w h i t e  people. H e  i s  
b u r i e d  i n  Rivers ide  Cemetery beneath  a  marker t h a t  reads 
" D r .  W. B .  B a l l :  M i n i s t e r ,  S o l d i e r ,  and Educator." 

2 7 ~ o l i v e r  In te rv iew.  M r .  T o l i v e r  had j u s t  entered 
Guadalupe College a s  a s ix teen-year -o ld  s tuden t  and was pre- 
s e n t  on t h a t  memorable occas ion .  

2 8 ~ u a d a l u p e  County, District Court  Records, No. 1 0 0 1 6  : 
Col lege  of t h e  Guadalupe B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  v.  Y .  A. 
Maddox, e t  a l . ;  Inman In terv iew;  T o l i v e r  Interview.  
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v o c a t i o n a l  s choo l ,  t h e  cu r r i cu lum con t inued  t o  emphasize 

t r a d i t i o n a l  cou r ses  i n c l u d i n g  L a t i n ,  Greek, mathematics,  

E n g l i s h ,  i n s t r u m e n t a l  music ,  v o c a l  music ,  s c i ence ,  B i b l e ,  

and stenography. 2 9  A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  he ld  bache- 

l o r ' s  degrees  from o u t - o f - s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Unable t o  

f i n d  employment i n  n o r t h e r n  s c h o o l s ,  t h e y  came by n e c e s s i t y  

t o  t h e  smal l  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  South.  The t e a c h e r s  

were  q u i t e  competent; i n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  o f  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  than 

t h a t  o f f e r e d  b lacks  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  30 S t u d e n t s '  

ages and prev ious  l e v e l  of  educa t ion  v a r i e d  cons iderab ly ;  

some had completed th rough  t h e  t e n t h  g rade  before  coming t o  

Guadalupe Col lege ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  w e r e  s t i l l  working on a  

lower  l e v e l .  Both h i g h  school  and c o l l e g e  s tuden t s  were 

t a u g h t  i n  t h e  same classroom; work w a s  organized whereby t h e  

b e t t e r - p r e p a r e d  s t u d e n t s  helped b r i n g  t h e  o t h e r s  up t o  

s t a n d a r d .  31 The c l a s s  o f  1916 l i s t e d  two gradua tes  on t h e  

C o l l e g e  C l a s s  Ro l l  and twenty g r a d u a t e s  on t h e  Normal Class  

~011. 32  

2 9 ~ u a d a l u p e  Co l l ege ,  Graduat ion I n v i t a t i o n  ( n .  p.  . 1916) , 
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Pe r sona l  F i l e s  o f  M r s . .  Marian Fenne l l ,  Seguin, 
Texas .  A r o s t e r  of  t h e  f a c u l t y  and t h e  courses  t a u g h t  i s  
p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n .  

3 0 ~ e m p l e  In t e rv i ew;  T o l i v e r  I n t e r v i e w ;  Johnston I n t e r -  
v i e w .  

3 1 ~ n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  Reverend J. D .  Fears ,  San Antonio, 
T e x a s ,  2 1  March 1979. 

3 2 ~ u a d a l u p e  C o l l e g e ,  Graduat ion I n v i t a t i o n ,  1916. 



3 3 ~ u a d a l u p e  County, Distr ict  Cour t  Records, No. 10016. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  success  i n  academic a f f a i r s  was no t  

matched by succes s  i n  r e s o l v i n g  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

From October ,  1914, th rough  A p r i l ,  1915,  t h e  income f o r  

Guadalupe Col lege  was $3,091.40 d e r i v e d  from t u i t i o n ,  board ,  

r e n t  of t h e  l a n d ,  and dona t ions  from v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  

a n d  church groups.  Expendi tures  f o r  t h e  same per iod w e r e  

$4,478.15,  n o t  i nc lud ing  s a l a r i e s  owed t h e  t eache r s .  33 Loca l  

merchants  p ressed  f o r  payment o f  accounts  p a s t  due; i n  May, 

1915 ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  blocked an a t tempt  by t h e  

s h e r i f f  t o  a u c t i o n  t h e  farm p rope r ty  t o  s a t i s f y  t h r e e  s m a l l  

judgments procured a g a i n s t  t h e  c o l l e g e . 3 4  Brackenridge came 

t o  t h e i r  r e l i e f  on s e v e r a l  occas ions ,  pay ing  ou t s t and ing  

b i l l s  and making s p e c i a l  dona t ions  f o r  food.  35 

F i n a n c i a l  p r e s su re  i nc reased  when i n  1915 t h e  Windham 

B r o t h e r s  Cons t ruc t ion  Company sued  Guadalupe College and 

C o l o n e l  Brackenridge f o r  payment of  t h e  f i n a l  i n s t a l l m e n t  on 

t h e  new b u i l d i n g s .  The Windhams had d i scove red  t h a t  when 

Brackenr idge  deeded t h e  town p rope r ty  t o  them, as agreed 

i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t ,  he d i d  n o t  hold  c l e a r  t i t l e  t o  

t h e  p rope r ty .  The lo t s .  had been conveyed by t h e  t r u s t e e s  of  

3 4 ~ b i d .  S ince  t h e  t h r e e  judgments t o t a l e d  only $266.31 
a n d  t h e  farm p rope r ty  w a s  valued a t  $23,000,  t h e  i n e q u i t y  of  
t h e  proceedings  i s  obvious.  The judge agreed;  he r u l e d  t h a t  
t h e  c o l l e g e  could pay t h e  judgments o u t  of  f u t u r e  income and 
i s s u e d  an i n j u n c t i o n  r e s t r a i n i n g  t h e  s h e r i f f  from s e l l i n g  t h e  
l a n d .  

35~nman In te rv iew.  



t h e  c o l l e g e  t o  t h e  M i s s i o n a r y  B a p t i s t  General Convention 

i n  1912,  a n d  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t i l l  he ld  a s u p e r i o r  o u t -  

s t a n d i n g  t i t l e  t o  t h e  l a n d .  Al though t h e  San Antonio banker 

was  unaware  o f  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t  t h e  t ime t h e  c o n t r a c t  

was  drawn,  h e  n o n e t h e l e s s  w a s  l i a b l e  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  payment 

of $18 ,600 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n  f i l e d  by Windham 

B r o t h e r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  B r a c k e n r i d g e  was made p a r t y  t o  t h e  

s u i t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  Guadalupe C o l l e g e .  36 
A f t e r  s e v e r a l  months 

of l e g a l  b a r g a i n i n g ,  t h e  c a s e  w a s  s e t t l e d  o u t  of  c o u r t .  

B r a c k e n r i d g e  p a i d  Windham B r o t h e r s  $9,045.60, b u t  r e t a i n e d  

t h e  town p r o p e r t y ;  t h e  M i s s i o n a r y  B a p t i s t  Genera l  Convention 

a n d  t h e  t rustees o f  Guadalupe C o l l e g e  provided him w i t h  a 

p r o p e r  d e e d .  
37 

W i t h i n  a y e a r  B r a c k e n r i d g e  a g a i n  in te rvened  on beha l f  

of t h e  S e g u i n  i n s t i t u t i o n .  The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  had been un- 

ab le  t o  pay  a b i l l  of  $309.20,  and a p o r t i o n  of t h e  farm 

p r o p e r t y  h a d  been a d v e r t i z e d  f o r  s a l e  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  d e b t .  

A t  t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  s a l e ,  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  on September 5 ,  1916, 

B r a c k e n r i d g e  b i d  t w o  hundred d o l l a r s  and a c q u i r e d  t h e  15 .9  

acres i n  q u e s t i o n . 3 8  S e v e n t e e n  months l a t e r  he r e t u r n e d  

3 6 ~ e x a r  County,  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  Records, No. 8-10207. 

3 7 ~ e x a r  County, D i s t r i c t  Cour t  Records, No. B-10207; 
Guada lupe  County ,  Deed Records ,  v o l .  4 9 ,  pp. 398-400, 417. 
The p r o p e r t y  was s o l d  by t h e  Brackenr idge  e s t a t e  t o  t h e  
S e g u i n  I n d e p e n d e n t  Schoo l  D i s t r i c t  i n  1927; it t h e n  became 
t h e  s i t e  of Segu in  High S c h o o l ,  The f a c i l i t y  i s  now known 
as Joe  F. S a e g e r t  Middle Schoo l .  

3 8 ~ u a d a l u p e  County,  Deed Records ,  v o l .  48, pp. 198-99. 
The  l a n d  i n v o l v e d  was the 15 .9  a c r e s  acqui red  from t h e  Guada- 
l u p e  Wate r  Power Company i n  1914.  



t h e  land t o  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  same r e s t r i c t i o n s  

t h a t  had been a t t a c h e d  t o  h i s  o r i g i n a l  g i f t  of 2 1 6  ac re s .  3 9 

T h i s  was t h e  l a s t  recorded  t r a n s a c t i o n  between Brackenridge 

and t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  he  had s u p p o r t e d  f o r  more than  

e i g h t e e n  y e a r s .  The r e s p e c t  and a f f e c t i o n  of t h e  b lacks  

f o r  t h e i r  bene fac to r  w a s  c l e a r l y  e x p r e s s e d  i n  a l e t t e r  from 

W. B .  B a l l  t o  Brackenr idge,  w r i t t e n  when both men were q u i t e  

e l d e r l y :  

Honored And Respected S i r :  
I am looking  ove r  your  l e t t e r  dated Jan.30thI  

1900. I n  s a i d  l e t t e r  you s e n t  m e  a check f o r  $100.00 
f o r  t h e  Guadalupe Col lege .  

Your very  generous  g i f t s  t o  t h e  school  has been 
t o  numerous f o r  m e  t o  name. i n  f a c t , t h e r e  would have 
been no Guadalupe Col lege  t o  d a y r i f f  it had no t  been 
f o r  you. 

I am an honored T r u s t e e  o f  t h e  school f o r  l i f e ,  
and have kep t  a v e r y  good r e c o r d  o f  t h e  schoo1,with 
t h e  bene f i c i ence  ,or b e n e f a c t o r s  o f  t h e  school,  and 
I do know you a r e  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  have saved t h e  
schoo1,and we owe it t o  you f o r  i t s  ex i s t ance .  

Language i s  i n  adequate  f o r  o u r  very g r e a t ,  
and h igh  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  you.Your name w i l l  s t and  
when o t h e r s  w i l l  crumble ,and f a d e  a way. 

Some y e a r s  a go,we o f f e r e d  t o  change t h e  name 
of  t h e  school  t o  Brackenr idge Co l l ege .  I am s t i l l  
f o r  it t o  go t o  your  name.1 hope you w i l l  not  ob j ec t  
t o  it. 

I am i n  my 36 y e a r  working f o r  t h e  schoolrand 
I want t h e  chang made whi le  I a m  l i v i n g .  . . . 

They ( I mean t h e  T r u s t e e s )  promised a house 
f o r  me t o  l i v e  in.They have neve r  g o t  t h e  house.1 am 
i n  your house.1 asked t h e  Board abou t  g e t t i n g  your 
house.1 a m  i n  it s i n c e  May 1906. 

H a s  t h e  Board s a i d  anything t o  
you? You s a i d  t o  m e  some t i m e  a g o , t h a t  I might 
remain h e r e  , t h a t  you would n o t  b o t h e r  me t tha t  I 

3 9 Guadalupe County, Deed Records,  v o l .  55,  p. 3 7 .  



might  pay $1.50'1 So, I have been a s  q u i e t  a s  a lamb,  
and a s  harmless  a s  a dove. 

I hope you a r e  e n j o y i n g  t h e  very b e s t  of h e a l t h .  
Very Respect f u l l y ,  

W.  B .  B a l l  4 0  

The  e f f o r t s  of  racke en ridge t o  keep Guadalupe Col lege 

s o l v e n t  w e r e  n o t  enough t o  o f f s e t  t h e  e f f e c t s  of mismanage- 

ment. F i n a n c i a l  problems m u l t i p l i e d  during t h e  pres idency 

of Jesse Washington, who succeeded D r .  Moses i n  1916. A 

t e a c h e r  and businessman from Marl in ,  Texas, Washington was 

g iven  a u t h o r i t y  " t o  c o n t r o l  and manage a l l  of t h e  a f f a i r s  of 

t h e  c o l l e g e ,  c o l l e c t  and r e c e i v e  funds f o r  i t s  suppor t ,  

main tenance ,  and o p e r a t i o n ,  manage t h e  farms conducted and 

h e l d  i n  connec t ion  wi th  s a i d  Col lege ,  c o l l e c t  t h e  r e n t s  and 

r evenues  there f rom,  employ t e a c h e r s ,  and o u t  of t h e  funds  so  

c o l l e c t e d  and rece ived ,  t o  pay t h e  running expenses of  t h e  

c o l l e g e ,  and,  a t  t h e  end of h i s  term of employment t o  pay 

o v e r  t o  [ t h e  t r u s t e e s ]  . a l l  unexpended funds i n  h i s  hands." 

The t e r m  of  h i s  employment w a s  f i v e  years.  41 Thus, t h e  

t r u s t e e s  d e l e g a t e d  t o  Washington sweeping au tho r i t y  i n  t h e  

management of  c o l l e g e  a f f a i r s  and required no r egu la r  r e p o r t  

o f  h i s  a c t i o n s .  I r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  h i s  bookkeeping proce- 

d u r e s  s u r f a c e d  when h i s  books w e r e  f i n a l l y  audi ted i n  1 9 2 1 .  

4 0 ~ a l l  t o  Brackenr idge,  18  September 1 9 1 9 .  This  por-  
t i o n  of t h e  l e t t e r  i s  reproduced a s  o r i g i n a l l y  w r i t t e n ,  
i n c l u d i n g  mis spe l l ed  words and typographical  e r r o r s .  

' ' ~ u a d a l u ~ e  County, D i s t r i c t  Court Records, No. 10777 : 
C o l l e g e  of t h e  Guadalupe B a p t i s t  Associat ion v. J e s s e  Wash- 
i n g t o n  ; In t e rv i ew with  M r .  Leonard C. Merriwether, Seguin,  
Texas ,  1 6  February 1980. 



A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  r e c o r d s ,  c a s h  r e c e i p t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  

1916-1921 w e r e  $51,477.16 and c a s h  payments were $49,548.08,  

l e a v i n g  a b a l a n c e  on hand  of $1,899.08. The a u d i t o r s ,  how- 

e v e r ,  f o u n d  numerous er rors  i n  t h e  books, i n c l u d i n g  r e c e i p t s  

and d o n a t i o n s  i n c o r r e c t l y  e n t e r e d ,  items overcharged o r  m i s -  

r e p r e s e n t e d ,  and w i t h d r a w a l s  n o t  f u l l y  o r  a c c u r a t e l y  ex- 

p l a i n e d .  The a u d i t o r s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  should 

have h a d  a  s u r p l u s  of  $3 ,538 .17 ,  p l u s  an a d d i t i o n a l  f i v e  hun- 

d r e d  d o l l a r s  r emain ing  f rom a fund  c o n t r i b u t e d  by Bracken- 

r i d g e  f o r  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a n  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  p l a n t .  The 

t r u s t e e s  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  s u e d  Washington f o r  recovery  of  t h e  

f u n d s  . 42 

I n  d e f e n s e  o f  Washington,  it should be remembered t h a t  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was a t  w a r  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of  h i s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  s h o r t a g e s  and d e p r i v a t i o n s  e x i s t e d  throughout  

t h e  c o u n t r y .  Washington made e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  keep Guadalupe 

C o l l e g e  s o l v e n t ,  s p e a k i n g  a t  B a p t i s t  churches t o  r a i s e  money 

and p u r c h a s i n g  s u p p l i e s  w h o l e s a l e  whenever p o s s i b l e .  H i s  

e f f o r t s  'wex-e more f r u i t f u l  i n  t h e  postwar y e a r s ;  t h e  schoo l  s 

income rose c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  from $5,532.22 i n  1916-1917 t o  

$13 ,074 .19  i n  1920-1921. Those who knew Washington per-  

s o n a l l y  s p e a k  f a v o r a b l y  o f  h i s  i n t e g r i t y  and devo t ion  t o  du ty .  

I n  t h e i r  o p i n i o n ,  h e  was a v i c t i m  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  power 

2 ~ u a d a l u p e  County ,  District Court  Records, No. 10777. 
A f i v e - y e a r  a u d i t  o f  t h e  books i s  inc luded i n  t h e  f i l e  of 
t h i s  case. 



s t r u g g l e s  t h a t  plagued each s u c c e s s i v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  43 

Although hard-pressed f i n a n c i a l l y  , Washington nonethe- 

less implemented an e x t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  program, o r g a n i z i n g  

t h e  cu r r i cu lum i n t o  n ine  d i v i s i o n s :  t h e  College depar tment ,  

a fou r -yea r  c o u r s e  l ead ing  t o  " t h e  d e g r e e  o f  Bachelor o f  

Arts, Sc i ence ,  L i t e r a t u r e ,  and Pedagogy; " t h e  Academy, 

wh ich  o f f e r e d  f o u r  y e a r s '  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  c o l l e g e  work; t h e  

N o r m a l  depar tment ,  a  s p e c i a l  f o u r - y e a r  c o u r s e  f o r  t e a c h e r s  

p r e p a r i n g  f o r  Texas s t a t e  c e r t i f i c a t e s ;  t h e  grammar schoo l ,  

w h i c h  inc luded  grades  f i v e  t h rough  e i g h t ;  t h e  Theologica l  

d e p a r t m e n t ,  a three-year  c o u r s e  l e a d i n g  t o  a Bachelor o f  

Theology  degree ;  t h e  Music depa r tmen t ,  a  s ix -year  c o u r s e  

u s i n g  t h e  "Matthews graded sys tem;"  a Sewing, Dressmaking 

and M i l l i n e r y  department;  a Domestic S c i e n c e  department;  and 

a Miss ionary  Tra in ing  depar tment ,  which o f f e r e d  " sys t ema t i c  

s t u d y  o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  miss ionary work, and a Sunday School  t e a -  

chers' t r a i n i n g  course .  " 4 4  To supplement  t h e s e  c o u r s e s ,  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was "endeavoring t o  i n s t a l l  t h e  fo l lowing  

t r a d e s :  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F lo ra  C u l t u r e ,  Gardening,    lack smith, 

C a r p e n t r y ,  T a i l o r i n g ,  and Laundrying . 1145 

Washington and h i s  s t a f f  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  

4 3 ~ u a d a l u p e  County, Dis t r ic t  Cour t  Records, No. 1 0 7 7 7  ; 
I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Mrs. L e l i a  F r i d a y ,  Segu in ,  Texas, 15 February 
1 9 8 0 ;  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  M r s .  Eugenia McKnight, Seguin, Texas,  
8 Feb rua ry  1 9 8 0 ;  Merriwether I n t e r v i e w .  

4 4 ~ u a d a l u p e  Col lege,  Annual Announcement f o r  t h e  Ses- 
s i o n  1 9 2 0 - 1 9 2 1  (n .p . ,  n . d . ) ,  p. 13.  



6 7  

a b i d e  by s t r i c t  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  " a d m i n i s t e r e d  w i t h  a view t o  t h e  

b e s t  t r a i n i n g  i n  manner and m o r a l . "  They e x p e c t e d  " h o n e s t y  

and u p r i g h t n e s s "  o f  each  and e v e r y  one .  Both g i r l s  and boys 

worked one  and a h a l f  hours  e a c h  d a y  " f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ; "  t h e y  

were p a i d  f o r  e x t r a  work. S t u d e n t s  c o u l d  n o t  l e a v e  t h e  prem- 

ises w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n  o r  s t a y  off-campus o v e r n i g h t  w i t h o u t  

a  n o t e  from t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  They c o u l d  n o t  u s e  tobacco  o r  

f i r e a r m s .  The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e s e r v e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  examine 

a t  any t i m e  t h e  rooms, t r u n k s ,  l e t te rs ,  and packages o f  

s t u d e n t s .  The g i r l s '  d r e s s  code  r e q u i r e d  them t o  d r e s s  con- 

s e r v a t i v e l y ,  t o  be "masters o f  f a s h i o n  and n o t  s l a v e s  t o  i t , "  

and t o  " l e a v e  a l l  f i n e r y  and v a l u a b l e s  a t  home, as t h e r e  w i l l  

be no o c c a s i o n  t o  u s e  them i n  s c h o o l .  11 46 

A c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  a s t r o n g  C h r i s t i a n  emphasis  were p a r t  

o f  t h e  weekly regimen.  Sunday Schoo l  w a s  h e l d  each Sabba th  

i n  t h e  c h a p e l ,  f o l l o w e d  by a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Young Women's 

A s s o c i a t i o n .  The B a p t i s t  Young P e o p l e ' s  Union m e t  e a c h  

Sunday a f t e r n o o n ;  p r e a c h i n g  services were conducted  on 

Sunday n i g h t .  R e g u l a r  p r a y e r  m e e t i n g s  were h e l d  on Wednesday 

n i g h t s ,  and an a n n u a l  r e v i v a l  w a s  conducted  " f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  

of  n o n - C h r i s t i a n  s t u d e n t s . "  Lyceum m e t  e a c h  F r i d a y  n i g h t ,  

managed by s t u d e n t s  under  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s .  

The o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  endeavor  was " t o  g i v e  s t u d e n t s  t a c t  i n  

h a n d l i n g  d e l i b e r a t i v e  a s s e m b l i e s  and advance them from a 

4 6 ~ b i d . ,  pp. 10-11.  
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l i t e r a r y  s t andpo in t .  I f  47 

Following t h e  lyceum, t h e  s t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a 

c lose ly-superv ised  s o c i a l  hour he ld  i n  t h e  cafe te r ia -chape l .  

~ a n c i n g  was forb idden ,  b u t  t h e  young people could "march," 

accompanied by a p i a n i s t .  G i r l s  marched i n  one d i r e c t i o n  i n  

a c i r c l e ,  wh i l e  boys marched i n  t h e  opposi te  d i r e c t i o n .  When 

t h e  music s topped,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  could t a l k  t o  t h e  pa r tne r  of 

t h e i r  cho ice .  However, no s t u d e n t  could s t a y  wi th  one p a r t -  

ne r  f o r  more than  t e n  minutes ;  when t h e  teacher  i n  charge 

tapped a b e l l ,  t h e  couples  changed pos i t i ons .  4 8  Addi t ional  

s o c i a l  c o n t a c t  between t h e  sexes  was very l imi t ed .  Boys 

could n o t  l o i t e r  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  g i r l s '  dormitory; t h e  

c o l l e g e  matron r e g u l a r l y  counseled g i r l s  on proper behavior  

and s u i t a b l e  d r e s s .  Th i s  emphasis on p rop r i e ty ,  s e l f -  

c o n t r o l ,  and obedience r e f l e c t s  t h e  long-standing a t t i t u d e  

t h a t  t h e  t each ing  o f  "good moral c h a r a c t e r "  was an e s s e n t i a l  

f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  b l ack  c o l l e g e s .  Guadalupe College was 

s t r i v i n g ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  ' i t s  a b i l i t y ,  t o  f o s t e r  i n  i t s  s tu -  

den t s  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  would advance them i n  f u t u r e  years .  

4 7 ~ b i d . ,  pp. 12-13. 

481nterview wi th  M r .  Henry F. Wilson, Sequin, Texas, 
10 A p r i l  1979; McKnight In te rv iew.  

4 9 ~ c ~ n i g h t  In t e rv i ew.  



CHAPTER IV 

THE COLLEGE COMES OF AGE 

1921-1936 

Charles H. Griggs, a 1904 graduate of Guadalupe College 

and a former teacher at Prairie View Normal and Industrial 

College, succeeded Jesse Washington as president in 1921. I 

Combining administrative skill with practical knowledge, he 

raised the status of the school, both financially and aca- 

demically. Assets in 1923 included 231 acres of land, two 

heating plants, one Delco light system, and other equipment, 

for a total value of $119,375. Not included in that figure 

were pianos, sewing machines, adding machines, typewriters, 

furniture, or books. An inventory of farm equipment and 

produce listed five mules, two wagons, three cows, sixty 

hogs, thirty chickens, eighteen turkeys, 120 bushels of corn, 

ten tons of hay, and "beans, peas, beets, etc. in abundance. " 

Income for 1922-23 was $8,781.30, and expenditures were 

$8,44 4.22. ' Enrollment in the early twenties was 

l~uadalu~e College, Annual Announcement, 1920-19 21, 
p. 40; "Brief Historical Note." 

2~eport of the Trustee Board of Guadalupe College in 
Minutes of the Missionary Baptist General Convention, 
pp. 31-32. 



a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s e v e n t y ;  g radua tes  i n  1923 numbered t h i r t y -  

3 f i v e .  Gradua t ion  c e r t i f i c a t e s  were granted i n  Theology, 

Domes t i c  S c i e n c e ,  Domestic A r t ,  ~ i s s i o n a r y  T r a i n i n g ,  and 

H i g h  Normal. Most o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were completing t h e i r  

high schoo l  e d u c a t i o n s ;  on ly  a few were t a k i n g  c o l l e g e  

c o u r s e s .  4 

Thus, by t r a i n i n g  young men and women t o  be m i n i s t e r s  

a n d  l a y  l e a d e r s  and by augmenting t h e  educa t ion  o f f e r e d  

b l a c k s  i n  t h e  common schoo l s ,  Guadalupe Col lege was s e r v i n g  

a u s e f u l  purpose .  Never the le s s ,  i t s  l e a d e r s ,  recogniz ing  

t h e  g r e a t  need f o r  b e t t e r - t r a i n e d  Negro t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  pub- 

l i c  schoo l  sys tem,  w e r e  determined t o  upgrade t h e  cur r icu lum 

and t o  m e e t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  a s  adopted i n  

1 9 2 3  by t h e  S t a t e  Department of Education.  They achieved 

t h e i r  g o a l  i n  1926 when t h e  S t a t e  Board of Examiners, which 

h a d  denied  Guadalupe Col.lege r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  1915, c l a s s i f i e d  

t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a s  a s t anda rd  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e ,  based on i t s  
5 

1925-26 c a t a l o g .  T h i s  meant t h a t  work done a t  t h e  school  

w o u l d  be a c c e p t e d  i n  g r a n t i n g  Texas t e a c h e r s  ' c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  

s o  long  a s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  main ta ined  t h e  necessary  s t anda rds .  

3 ~ e q r o  Year Book, 1925:-26 (Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  Alabama: 
N e g r o  Year Book P u b l i s h i n g  Co. 1 p. 325; Report of  t h e  
T r u s t e e  Board of Guadalupe Co l l ege ,  p .  31. 

4 ~ n t e r v i e w  w i t h  M r s .  Ruth Harper ,  N e w  Braunfe l s ,  Texas, 
8 February 1979; Repor t  of  t h e  T r u s t e e  Board of Guadalupe 
C o l l e g e ,  p .  31. 

 exas as, Department of Educat ion,  Twenty-Fourth B ienn ia l  
R e p o r t ,  B u l l e t i n ,  December 1926, No, 2 2 0 ,  p. 135; Board of 
Examiners  Minute  Book, p. 2 5 .  



S i n c e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  v a l i d  f o r  a s  long  a s  s i x  yea r s  could be 

o b t a i n e d  by completing on ly  two y e a r s  of c o l l e g e  work, a 

j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  ranking a t t r a c t e d  many p o t e n t i a l  t e ache r s  t o  

Guadalupe c o l l e g e .  Enrollment i n  c o l l e g e - l e v e l  courses  in-  

c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  from t h r e e  s t u d e n t s  i n  1924 t o  seventy- 

f i v e  s t u d e n t s  i n  1929. Thirty-two s t u d e n t s  were t ak ing  

c o l l e g e  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1932, s i x t y - s i x  i n  t h e  f a l l  

semester o f  t h e  1932-33 school  y e a r ,  and s i x t y  i n  the  f i r s t  

semester o f  t h e  1933-34 se s s ion .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  prepara- 

t o r y  d i v i s i o n ,  known a s  Guadalupe Col lege  Academy, was 

approved  a s  a four-year high school  and a t t r a c t e d  an average 

o f  125  s t u d e n t s  per  year .  7  

Guadalupe Col lege opera ted  a s  a  j un io r  co l l ege  u n t i l  

May 21 ,  1929,  when it w a s  des igna ted  "a Senior  co l l ege  wi th  

no c o n d i t i o n s ,  based on t h e  c a t a l o g  of  1928-1929. The 

Reverend D r .  F. G.  S .  E v e r e t t ,  who assumed t h e  presidency i n  

1927 ,  had concen t r a t ed  h i s  e f f o r t s  on upgrading t h e  school .  

A n a t i v e  o f  F l o r i d a ,  E v e r e t t  was a  capable  and i n t e l l i g e n t  

6 ~ e x a s ,  Department of Educat ion,  Publ ic  School Laws of 
t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas, B u l l e t i n ,  January  1924, No. 178, 
pp. 120-21. 

' ~ e g r o  Year Book, 1925-26, p .  325: Negro Year Book, 
1931-32, p. 234; McCuistion, Higher Education,  p.  1 0 ;  Texas, 
Department o f  Educat ion,  Negro Educat ion i n  Texas, B u l l e t i n ,  
September  1931,  No. 294, p. 2 2 .  

8 ~ o a r d  of Examiners Minute Book, p. 263; Texas, Depart- 
ment o f  Educat ion,  Laws, Rules and Regulat ions  Governing 
S t a t e  Teachers '  C e r t i f i c a t e s ,  B u l l e t i n ,  Nos. 2 2 2 ,  231, 252, 
267, 283. Each of t h e s e  y e a r l y  b u l l e t i n s  l i s t s  accred i ted  
j u n i o r  and s e n i o r  c o l l e g e s  i n  Texas,  both  black and white.  



man. ~ i d e d  by t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  of t h e  l a t e  t w e n t i e s ,  

he expanded t h e  cur r icu lum,  made improvements on t h e  bu i ld -  

i n g s ,  and b u i l t  a two-story p r e s i d e n t i a l  r e s idence  on t h e  

edge of t h e  campus. 9 

The c a r e e r  of  Guadalupe Col lege a s  a  s e n i o r  c o l l e g e  was 

s h o r t - l i v e d .  With t h e  advent  of t h e  Great  Depression,  t h e  

Seguin i n s t i t u t i o n ,  l i k e  o t h e r  b lack  schools  throughout t h e  

South,  s u f f e r e d  g r e a t l y  from l o s s  of  income. The school  

could  n o t  ma in t a in  t h e  s e p a r a t e  c l a s s e s  f o r  c o l l e g e  and high 

school  d i v i s i o n s  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  S t a t e ,  and t h e  Col lege  Exam- 

i n e r  found t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  and l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  be d e f i -  

c i e n t .  lo For t h e s e  and o t h e r  undisc losed  reasons ,  t h e  r a t i n g  

of Guadalupe Co l l ege  was reduced i n  1931 t o  t h a t  of  a  j un io r  

c o l l e g e .  The minutes  of t h e  S t a t e  Board of Examiners recorded 

t h a t  

The r a t i n g  of  Guadalupe Col lege  a s  a  Senior  Col- 
l e g e ,  al lowed f o r  t h e  yea r s  1928-1929 and 1929-1930 
ceased on September l s t ,  1930. A t e n t a t i v e  r a t i n g  
a s  a J u n i o r  Co l l ege  was allowed f o r  t h e  years  1930- 
31, t h i s  r a t i n g  t o  inc lude  t h e  summer se s s ion  of 
1931. The f u t u r e  r a t i n g  of Guadalupe Col lege de- 
pends e n t i r e l y  upon t h e  a c t i o n  taken  by t h e  O f f i c i a l  
Board r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  recommendations contained i n  
t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Col lege  Examiner made on J u l y  2nd 
1931 t o  t h  S t a t e  Super in tendent  and S t a t e  Board of 
Examiners. 71 

' " ~ r i e f  H i s t o r i c a l  Note;" Fr iday  Interview.  Like h i s  
p redeces so r s ,  E v e r e t t  i n c u r r e d  t h e  enmity of t h e  Board of 
T r u s t e e s  and was d i smis sed  a s  p r e s i d e n t  a t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  
s p r i n g  s e s s i o n  i n  1930.  

' O ~ i l s o n  In t e rv i ew.  

11 
Board of Examiners Minute Book, p. 290. 
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A loss of accreditation would have been disasterous for 

Guadalupe College. Fortunately, the administration was 

able to make corrections to the satisfaction of the Board of 

Examiners, so the school continued to be ranked as a stan- 

dard junior college until it closed its doors in 1936. 12 

The struggle to maintain accreditation was only one 

of the problems faced by Professor J. R. Lockett, elected 

president in 1930. l3 The shortage of money became acute as 

the economic depression deepened; without the farm, the 

institution would have failed. Worked by the students, the 

land provided much of the food they consumed, primarily pork, 

molasses, buttermilk, pinto beans, collard greens, and cab- 

bage. l4 To raise additional money, a quartet of male stu- 

dents travelling throughout Texas presented programs in Bap- 

tist churches, sometimes collecting as much as five hundred 

dollars, a considerable sum in those days. At the end of 

each spring term, the college staged a "Gala ~ a y "  on the 

campus, combining commencement exercises with fund-raising 

efforts. Friends and patrons from all over the state gath- 

ered to hear speeches and singing at the morning commencement 

I L  Texas, Department of Education, Laws, Rules, and 
Regulations Governing State Teachers' Certificates, Bulletin, 
Nos. 299, 317, 327, 346, 362. 

13~ccording to H. F. Wilson, Professor Lockett, a 
native of Beeville, Texas, was the first president to hold 
a master's degree. He was a graduate of the University of 
Colorado. 

14wilson Interview; Kernple Interview. Farmers in the 
area also sent meat and produce to help feed the pupils and 
teachers. 
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e x e r c i s e s  and t o  s h a r e  i n  a p i c n i c  lunch  a t  noon. A b a s e b a l l  

game was t h e  f e a t u r e  e v e n t  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  I n d i v i d u a l s  and 

church g r o u p s  b r o u g h t  w i t h  them whatever  d o n a t i o n s  t h e y  had 

pledged t o  Guadalupe C o l l e g e ,  which o c c a s i o n a l l y  amounted 

t o  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .  The l a r g e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  monies 

c o l l e c t e d  a l w a y s  came from t h e  Guadalupe B a p t i s t  D i s t r i c t  

A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  M t .  Zion D i s t r i c t  A s s o c i a t i o n .  15  

Guadalupe C o l l e g e  s u f f e r e d  a  s e v e r e  f i n a n c i a l  l o s s  

when t h e  Texas  Hydro-Elec t r i c  C o r p o r a t i o n  a c q u i r e d  41 .5  

acres of t h e  f a r m  p r o p e r t y  t h r o u g h  condemnation p roceed ings  

conducted  i n  1932.  The a c r e a g e  w a s  t o  be  used  a s  a  r e s e r -  

v o i r  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a dam t h a t  was t o  be b u i l d  downstream. 

The c o l l e g e  w a s  awarded $4,150 f o r  t h e  v a l u a b l e  w a t e r f r o n t  . 

p r o p e r t y ;  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  such m a t t e r s ,  

made no p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  q u e s t i o n a b l e  p roceed ings .  16 

D e s p i t e  t h e  problems t h a t  plagued Guadalupe C o l l e g e ,  

s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s  remained b a s i c a l l y  un- 

changed. The u p d a t e d  c u r r i c u l u m  p r e p a r e d  s t u d e n t s  f o r  

t e a c h i n g  o r  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  two f i e l d s  t h a t  o f f e r e d  b l a c k s  

1 5 ~ o h n s t o n  I n t e r v i e w ;  Kemple I n t e r v i e w :  Wilson I n t e r -  
view. 

1 6 ~ u a d a l u p e  County,  County C o u r t ,  C i v i l  and Cr iminal  
Minutes,  vol .  1, p. 4 4 4 .  The p r o p e r t y  was never  used f o r  t h e  
purpose o f  a  r e s e r v o i r .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  Hydro-Elec t r i c  Corpora- 
t i o n  s o l d  t h e  41 .5  a c r e s  i n  1940 t o  A l b e r t  W .  S a e g e r t  of 
Seguin.  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n  a t t empted  t o  
r e g a i n  o w n e r s h i p  i n  1960 ,  c a r r y i n g  t h e i r  c a s e  t o  t h e  Texas 
Cour t  o f  C i v i l  Appea l s ,  b u t  t o  no a v a i l .  Guadalupe County, 
Distr ic t  C o u r t  Records ,  No. A-4029: C o l l e g e  o f  t h e  Guadalupe 
B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  v .  A. W. S a e g e r t  and Texas Hydro-Elec t r i c  
C o r p o r a t i o n .  



o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  advancement. A s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  s t u d e n t s  p e r -  

formed a  v a r i e t y  of  d u t i e s ;  t h e i r  s o c i a l  l i f e  was s t i l l  

c l o s e l y  supe rv i sed .  C h r i s t i a n  educa t ion ,  always a  p r imary  

c o n c e r n ,  w a s  f u r t h e r e d  by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a wooden c h a p e l ,  

l o c a t e d  between t h e  two o r i g i n a l  b r i c k  bu i ld ings .  17 

By t h e  m i d - t h i r t i e s  it appeared t h a t  Guadalupe C o l l e g e  

was a t  l a s t  ach i ev ing  i t s  g o a l  o f  p rov id ing  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  b l a c k  youth of c e n t r a l  Texas. However, on F e b r u a r y  9 ,  

t h e  l i t t l e  i n s t i t u t i o n  s u s t a i n e d  a blow from which it 

n e v e r  recovered .  F i r e  broke o u t  i n  t h e  basement of  t h e  m a i n  

b u i l d i n g ,  q u i c k l y  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e ,  and w i t h  

i t  t h e  hopes and dreams of t h e  black B a p t i s t s .  The Sequ in  

E n t e r p r i s e  c a r r i e d  t h e  fo l lowing  f r o n t  page s t o r y :  

The $100,000 main b u i l d i n g  and g i r l s '  do rmi to ry  
of Guadalupe C o l l e g e  w e s t  o f  Seguin was des t royed  
by f i r e  e a r l y  Sunday. No l i v e s  w e r e  l o s t ,  t h e  
e i g h t y  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  escaping by t h e  f i r e  e s -  
capes  and s e v e r a l  jumping from t h e  second s t o r y  wi th -  
o u t  i n j u r y .  

The b u i l d i n g ,  a  4 -s to ry  b r i c k  and wood s t r u c t u r e ,  
w a s  e r e c t e d  twenty y e a r s  ago wi th  funds  c o n t r i b u t e d  
by Col. George W .  Brackenr idge  of San Antonio, who 
a l s o  gave  t h e  c o l l e g e  t h e  l a n d  on which it i s  lo -  
c a t e d .  I n  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  were qua r t e r ed  t h e  g e n e r a l  
o f f i c e s  of  t h e  s choo l ,  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  k i t c h e n ,  d i n i n g  
room, music  room and g i r l s 1  dormitory.  The b u i l d -  
i n g  and i t s  c o n t e n t s  were a  t o t a l  l o s s ,  t h e  inmates  
e scap ing  wi th  b a r e l y  enough c l o t h e s  t o  cover them 
and no t  enough t o  p r o t e c t  them from t h e  co ld .  Bare- 
f o o t  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  f u r n i s h e d  b l anke t s  and brought  t o  
Seguin where t h e y  w e r e  housed from t h e  i n t e n s e  c o l d .  

The c o l l e g e  is  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  w e s t  of town and 
t h e  Seguin f i r e  depa r tmen t ,  which responded t o  t h e  
c a l l ,  was unab le  t o  cope w i t h  t h e  b l a z e  due t o  l a c k  
o f  wa te r .  The c o l l e g e  wa te r  system was f rozen .  

P r e s i d e n t  L u c k e t t  [ s i c ]  - of  t h e  c o l l e g e  s a i d  
c l a s s e s  w i l l  have t o  be t empora r i l y  d i scon t inued  

1 7 ~ i l s o n  I n t e r v i e w .  



u n t i l  arrangements can be made t o  continue t h e  
school. Guadalupe College i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  co l lege  
f o r  Negroes- i n  t h e  s t a t e  and h a s  been located i n  
Seguin f o r  some f i f t y  y e a r s .  

P r e s i d e n t  Lucket t  I s i c l  was i n  Austin Monday - i n  conference w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  Department of Educa- 
t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n  and f u t u r e  of the  
co l l ege .  M r .  Nelson of  t h e  Board gave every as- 
surance of coopera t ion  and a s s i s t a n c e .  A f f i l i a -  
t i o n  was g r a n t e d  on a l l  work done l a s t  semester 
and a l lowances  w i l l  be made f o r  work done t h i s  
semester ,  pending r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of t h e  col lege .  
F r i ends  of t h e  c o l l e g e  are urged t o  o f f e r  a l l  as- 
s i s t a n c e  s o  t h a t  t h e  s p l e n d i d  work may be con- 
t inued.  

The k i t c h e n ,  d in ing  room and general  o f f i c e s  
w i l l  be moved t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  now used a s  t h e  boys' 
dormitory. The g i r l s  w i l l  a l s o  l i v e  i n  t h i s  build- 
ing.  The boys w i l l  l i v e  i n  t h e  chapel bui ld ing  
and temporary q u a r t e r s  e r e c t e d  on the  campus.l* 

C i t i z e n s  o f  Guadalupe County, both black and white,  

r a l l i e d  t o  assist  t h e  s t r i c k e n  school .  City and county 

o f f i c i a l s  s e n t  te legrams t o  Sena to r s  Tom Connally and Morr is  

Sheppard and t o  Congressman Richard M. Kleberg, r eques t ing  

f e d e r a l  a i d  f o r  Guadalupe College.  A s  a r e s u l t ,  the  War 

Department c o n t a c t e d  Headquarters i n  San Antonio, where 

arrangements w e r e  made t o  send t e n t s ,  c o t s ,  mat t resses ,  

b l anke t s ,  and o t h e r  e s s e n t i a l s  t o  be used by t h e  d e s t i t u t e  

s tuden t s .  The Seguin Chamber of Commerce appointed a 

Building Fund Committee, headed by prominent w h i t e  c i t i z e n s ,  

t o  a s s i s t  c o l l e g e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  p l a n s  fo r  rebuilding.' '  P r e s -  

i d e n t  Locket t  expressed  h i s  apprec ia t ion  and h i s  optimism 

about t h e  f u t u r e  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Seguin Enterpr i se :  

W e  t a k e  t h i s  method t o  express  our g r a t i t u d e  t o  
our p a t r o n s  and f r i e n d s  of Seguin,  Guadalupe County 

18seguin E n t e r p r i s e ,  1 4  February 1936. 

191bid. , 2 1  February 1936. 



and  ne ighbor ing  towns and c i t i e s .  We a p p r e c i a t e  
t h e  l o y a l t y  shown i n  t h e i r  w i l l i n g  g i f t s  o f  c l o t h -  
i n g ,  s h e l t e r ,  food  and money f o r  o u r  immediate re- 
l i e f  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e ,  Feb. 9 ,  1936, which complete- 
l y  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  main b u i l d i n g  of  o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
G i f t s  have come i n  c o n s t a n t l y  s i n c e  and some have 
made l i b e r a l  d o n a t i o n s .  

Temporary f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  and 
s c h o o l  w i l l  re-open Monday, Feb. 24, 8:00 a . m .  
P l a n s  a r e  b e i n g  p e r f e c t e d  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  pe r -  
manent b u i l d i n g s  and t h e  development o f  a b i g g e r  
and b e t t e r  Guadalupe Co l l ege .  Any i n d i v i d u a l  o r  
g roup  d e s i r i n g  t o  a s s i s t  u s  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  b u i l d i n g  
program need n o t  b e  h e s i t a n t ,  f o r  it w i l l  b e  g l a d l y  
a c c e p t e d  and g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  20  

L o c k e t t ' s  optimism w a s  misguided,  however, f o r  a 

b i g g e r  and b e t t e r  Guadalupe C o l l e g e  w a s  n o t  t o  be.  Dif-  

f e r e n c e s  o f  o p i n i o n  between t h e  Missionary B a p t i s t  General  

Convent ion and t h e  Guadalupe B a p t i s t  D i s t r i c t  A s s o c i a t i o n  

s u r f a c e d  a g a i n ,  t h w a r t i n g  e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  

new b u i l d i n g .  With t h e  people  s t i l l  s u f f e r i n g  from t h e  

e f f e c t s  of  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n ,  adequa te  funds were n o t  f o r t h -  

coming. I n  e a r l y  t h e  Seguin E n t e r p r i s e  noted t h a t  

The Guadalupe C o l l e g e  Bu i ld ing  Fund Committee. . . 
m e t  Tuesday,  J a n u a r y  1 2 ,  1937, and unanimously 
pas sed  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  "That due t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  fund ,  known as t h e  Guadalupe Col lege  
B u i l d i n g  Fund, which i s  on d e p o s i t  i n  t h e  F i r s t  
N a t i o n a l  Bank, Seguin ,  has  n o t  been used f o r  t h e  
pu rpose  f o r  which it was s u b s c r i b e d  (no p rogres s  
hav ing  been  made toward r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  Co l l ege )  it 
i s  hereby  o r d e r e d  by t h i s  committee t h a t  t h e  Secre- 
t a r y  r e f u n d  e a c h  f i r m  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  t h e  f u l l  amount 
c o n t r i b u t e d  w i t h  a l e t t e r  a t t a c h e d  t o  each  check 
a d v i s i n g  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  r e f u n d ,  a t  t h e  same t ime 
g i v i n g  P r e s i d e n t  L o c k e t t  due c r e d i t  f o r  h i s  i n -  
terest  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  and t h e  
h o n e s t  manner i n  which h e  h a s  handled t h e  e n t i r e  
s i t u a t i o n ,  which was n o t  under  h i s  c o n t r o l  and f o r  
which h e  i s  no way r e s p o n s i b l e .  " 21 

211bid., 29 J a n u a r y  1937. 



For a number of y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  Missionary Bap- 

t is t  General Convention ope ra ted  a r e l i g i o u s  school on t h e  

grounds of Guadalupe College.  That body erec ted  a concre te  

block s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  foundat ion  of t h e  burned-out main 

bu i ld ing  and conducted n i g h t  classes, pr imari ly  f o r  t h e  

t r a i n i n g  of  m i n i s t e r s  and l a y  l eade r s .  No agreement could 

be reached on t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  of Guadalupe College, even i n  

more prosperous t i m e s ,  because t h e  Guadalupe Bapt is t  D i s t r i c t  

Assoc ia t ion  could n o t  and would n o t  re l inquish  ownership of 

t h e  farm p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  Missionary B a p t i s t  General Conven- 

t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' ~ ~  t h e  c l a s s e s  were moved t o  

Tr ied  Stone B a p t i s t  Church i n  San Antonio, where a t r a i n i n g  

school  known a s  Guadalupe Seminary i s  s t i l l  i n  opera t ion  

22  today. 

The t r u e  s p i r i t  of  Guadalupe College,  howwer, does 

n o t  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  o f f s p r i n g  seminary, but i n  the  h e a r t s  of 

t h e  many s t u d e n t s  who a t t ended  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

The campus i s  d e s e r t e d ,  excep t  f o r  a few head of c a t t l e ;  t h e  

remains of t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  are i n  d i s r e p a i r .  In 1979 t h e  

Guadalupe B a p t i s t  D i s t r i c t  Associa t ion  began a p ro jec t  t o  

r e s t o r e  and r e f u r b i s h  t h e  wooden chapel ;  it w i l l  be used f o r  

a s s o c i a t i o n a l  meet ings and church gather ings.  The f i r s t  

annual  reunion o f  former s t u d e n t s  was held i n  t h e  Seguin 

2 2 ~ e m p l e  In te rv iew.  Because of r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
deed, t h e  farm p r o p e r t y  could  n o t  be deeded t o  the  Missionary 
B a p t i s t  General  Convention.  I n  any event ,  the Guadalupe 
B a p t i s t  D i s t r i c t  A s s o c i a t i o n  would have fought such a t r a n s -  
f e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  Genera l  Convention had owned and supported 
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  b l a c k  schoo l s  and had l o s t  every one because 
of  mismanagement, accord ing  t o  t h e  Reverend Kemple. 



Col iseum on J u l y  2 6 ,  1979, w i t h  some two hundred alumni i n  

a t t e n d a n c e .  Some alumni s t i l l  dream of r e e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  a s  a f u l l - f l e d g e d  c o l l e g e ,  b u t  changing needs of 

t h e  Negro race, f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  h i g h e r  educa t ion ,  and in-  

f l a t i o n  make t h a t  even t  u n l i k e l y .  Never the le s s ,  s o  long  as 

t h e r e  a r e  former  s t u d e n t s  still a l i v e ,  Guadalupe Col lege  w i l l  

be remembered with .  p r i d e  and a f f e c t i o n ,  s o  w e l l  expressed  i n  

the alma mater :  

Guadalupe Co l l ege ,  Guadalupe Col lege  
So n o b l e  and so f r e e  
From t h e s e  e n d l e s s  f i e l d s  o f  v i c t o r y  
Your s o n s  and daugh te r s  l i v e  and d i e  f o r  you. 
And f o r  d e a r  O l e  Guadalupe Co l l ege  
W e  ' 11 work and f i g h t  f o r  you, 
And w e ' l l  s i n g  thy  p r a i s e s  loud  i n  every land  
Guadalupe Co l l ege ,  now and f o r  you! 

Dear O l e  Guadalupe Col lege  
You're t h e  wor ld  t o  me 
Dear O l e  Guadalupe Col lege  
You w i l l  a lways be. 
For  you g i v e  u s  sunshine  everywhere w e  roam 
I ' m  always t h i n k i n g  o f  you when t h e  shadows round me c reep  
I ' m  always p r a y i n g  f o r  you when I l a y  m e  down t o  s l e e p .  
Dear O l e  Guadalupe Co l l ege ,  I ' m  i n  love  wi th  you!23 

2 3 ~ i l s o n  In t e rv iew.  



CHAPTER V 

GUADALUPE COLLEGE I N  HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

  he s t o r y  of Guadalupe Co l l ege ,  wh i l e  unique i n  some 

r e s p e c t s ,  p a r a l l e l s  c l o s e l y  t h e  broader  h i s t o r y  of  American 

h i g h e r  educa t ion  f o r  b lacks .  The d e f e c t s  o f  Negro c o l l e g e s  

as d e s c r i b e d  by t h e  United S t a t e s  Bureau o f  Education and 

t h e  Southern ~ s s o c i a t i o n  of Co l l eges  and Secondary Schools-- 

i n a d e q u a t e  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t ,  i n e p t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  e lab-  

o r a t e  and i m p r a c t i c a l  c u r r i c u l a ,  p e r s o n a l  and denominational 

r i v a l r y - - a l l  w e r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  Seguin i n s t i t u t i o n .  

T h a t  Guadalupe Col lege  f a i l e d  t o  r each  i t s  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  

c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s ,  most o f  which were 

common t o  Negro schoo l s  of  t h a t  e r a .  

The major  reason  f o r  t h e  u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  

s c h o o l  w a s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  income, a c o n s t a n t  problem through- 

o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  school .  Government funds  were not  

a v a i l a b l e ,  and Guadalupe Col lege  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  a i d  from 

a n y  o f  t h e  major p h i l a n t h r o p i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  only George 

W. Brackenr idge made s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ;  f o r  t h e  most 

p a r t ,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  depended on t h e  meager r e sou rces  of 

the  b lack  B a p t i s t s .  

A l s o ,  t h e  B p a t i s t s  themselves  were neve r  un i t ed  i n  

t h e i r  suppor t  of Guadalupe Col lege.  I n s t e a d  o f  devoting 
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t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  developing t h e  Seguin f a c i l i t y ,  t h e y  d i v i d e d  

t h e i r  money among s e v e r a l  s t r u g g l i n g  black s c h o o l s ,  t o  t h e  

u l t i m a t e  d e t r i m e n t  of a l l .  Although the  need f o r  s c h o o l s  

w a s  g r e a t ,  t h i s  d u p l i c a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  p r i m a r i l y  from p e r s o n a l  

and f a c t i o n a l  r i v a l r i e s .  Each group wanted t o  b u i l d  up i t s  

own f a v o r e d  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  wi thout  regard f o r  t h e  o v e r a l l  

n e e d s  o f  t h e  people .  Guadalupe Col lege,  because o f  i t s  

g e o g r a p h i c  l o c a t i o n  and we l l - e s t ab l i shed  r e p u t a t i o n ,  d e s e r v e d  

more s u p p o r t  t h a n  it rece ived  from t h e  Miss ionary B a p t i s t  

G e n e r a l  Convention. 

Mismanagement, l i kewise ,  con t r ibu t ed  t o  t h e  downfa l l  

o f  Guadalupe Col lege .  Most of  i t s  p r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  t r a i n e d  

a s  ministers  and n o t  a s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  Having had l i t t l e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c q u i r e  p r a c t i c a l  bus iness  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e s e  

men m a d e  many e r r o r s  i n  judgment. Throughout t h e  y e a r s ,  

t h e i r  i n e x p e r i e n c e  i n  f i n a n c i a l  ma t t e r s  l e f t  them v u l n e r a b l e  

t o  e x p l o i t a t i o n  by groups and i n d i v i d u a l s  who cove ted  t h e i r  

v a l u a b l e  p rope r ty .  D i r ec t ion  from q u a l i f i e d  b u s i n e s s  and 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  men, bo th  b lack  and whi te ,  would have s t r e n g t h -  

ened  t h e  s choo l ,  f i n a n c i a l l y  and otherwise .  

C e r t a i n  unsound a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  i n t e n s i f i e d  

t h e  p rob lem o f  mismanagement. T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  Guadalupe 

C o l l e g e  w a s  under t h e  c o n t r o l  of an educa t iona l  c o r p o r a t i o n  

c h a r t e r e d  f o r  t h e  s o l e  purpose o f  conducting t h e  s choo l ;  i n  

p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  Miss ionary B a p t i s t  General Convention named 

t h e  ~ ~ a r d  of T r u s t e e s .  Members o f  t h e  Board were i n v a r i a b l y  

m i n i s t e r s ,  heads of prominent b l ack  churches th roughout  t h e  



s t a t e ,  who had l i t t l e  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  adminis-  

t r a t i o n .  T o t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n s  l a y  wi th  

t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  who c o l l e c t e d  and d i spensed  

funds ,  h i r e d  and f i r e d  t e a c h e r s ,  and set schoo l  p o l i c y .  

These e x t e n s i v e  d u t i e s  s t r a i n e d  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  execu- 

t i v e  o f f i c e r  and l e f t  him open t o  cha rges  o f  misconduct .  

Each p r e s i d e n t  a c t e d  as h i s  own bookkeeper,  a p r a c t i c e  t h a t  

i n e v i t a b l y  l e d  t o  d i s s e n t i o n  o v e r  hand l ing  of  t h e  money. 

Whenever t h e  Board h e l d  i t s  annua l  mee t ing ,  i t s  members 

found f a u l t  w i t h  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  conduct  of  s c h o o l  a f f a i r s .  

C o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  Board o f  T r u s t e e s  l e d  t o  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  

o r  d i smis sa l  o f  e v e r y  p r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Guadalupe 

C o l l e g e .  

F i n a l l y ,  chu rch  p o l i t i c s  h indered  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  

Guadalupe C o l l e g e .  Compet i t ion  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  

d i v i d e d  the B a p t i s t s  and c louded  t h e i r  v i s i o n ;  p e r s o n a l  

ambi t ions  t o o  o f t e n  t o o k  precedence ove r  sound p o l i c y .  A s  

no ted  i n  t h e  U . S .  Bureau of  Educa t ion  r e p o r t ,  t h e  problem was 

"not  o n l y  f i n d i n g  men o f  adequa te  t r a i n i n g  and expe r i ence  

b u t  a l s o  o f  e d u c a t i n g  church  conven t ions  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  be- 

tween c h u r c h  p o l i t i c i a n s  and men known f o r  t h e i r  i n t e g r i t y  

and a b i l i t y .  '1 1 

I n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  shor tcomings  and e v e n t u a l  demise,  

Guadalupe C o l l e g e  w a s  n o t  a f a i l u r e .  I t  f i l l e d  a d e f i n i t e  

need d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  p r o v i d i n g  q u a l i t y  

'u.s. Bur. o f  Ed. B u l l e t i n ,  1 9 1 6 ,  1 : 1 5 2 .  



e d u c a t i o n  a t  a t ime when publ ic  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  b lacks  were 

woefu l ly  inadequate .  I t  provided l ea rn ing  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f o r  a r e a  s t u d e n t s ,  many of whom could not have a f forded  t o  

a t t e n d  d i s t a n t  c o l l e g e s ,  t u rn ing  none away f o r  i n a b i l i t y  

t o  pay. A s  a church- re la ted  schoo l ,  i t  o f f e r e d  r e l i g i o u s  

t r a i n i n g  f o r  i t s  preachers  and laymen, an important  f u n c t i o n  

f o r  a r a c e  t h a t  looked t o  t h e  church f o r  guidance and d i r e c -  

t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  it developed l eade r sh ip  q u a l i t i e s  i n  

t h e  many young men and women who entered  t h e  f i e l d  of  educa- 

t i o n ;  t h e  r eco rd  of  t h e s e  t eache r s  i n  the  p u b l i c  schools  is 

o u t s t a n d i n g .  Most s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  it f o s t e r e d  p r i d e  

and s e l f - r e s p e c t  i n  a people who had been denied t h e  oppor- 

t u n i t y  f o r  advancement. 

I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  accomplishments of G u a d a l u p e  

C o l l e g e  f a r  outweigh i t s  f a i l u r e s .  I t s  impact can be seen 

i n  t h e  l i v e s  of  many black B a p t i s t s  today who a r e  l e a d e r s  

i n  t h e i r  churches ,  t h e i r  communities, and t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  

F o r  i ts  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  development of t h e  Negro people  

of c e n t r a l  Texas, Guadalupe Col lege earned an honored p l a c e  

i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  b lack  educa t ion .  

2 ~ h i l e  complete records  a r e  unava i l ab le  (many were d e s  - 
t r o y e d  i n  t h e  f i r e ,  o t h e r s  were l o s t ) ,  t h e  au thor  knows of 
a number of  Guadalupe College alumni who t augh t  i n  a r e a  
s c h o o l s .  S e v e r a l ,  i nc lud ing  William C . Johnston and Henry 
F. Wilson, ob ta ined  mas te r ' s  degrees  from o t h e r  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  and se rved  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  pub l i c  
s c h o o l  system. The b iograph ica l  sketches  i n  A. W .  J a c k s o n ' s  
A Sure  Foundation i n c l u d e  many Guadalupe Col lege graduates 
who became e i t h e r  t e a c h e r s  o r  m i n i s t e r s .  
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