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POREWORD

In compil@ng this thesig, the author aimg at originale
15y rather than trangposing, recasting and reproduoing
reading m@tﬁar contoined in bhooks of like import. The
fleld covered by this thesis ig not entirely negleoted.
For instence, the narratives of Rudolf F, Lafventz, P. W.
Luhn, Dr. R. L. Blepele, Mrs. Ottilie von Coethe, Dr. 3. W.
Gelper, Chardes Nagel, €. . Schnidf, Mordtsz Tiling, Hugo
Moeller, and others are esvefully preserved. Then, too,
about fthe year 1888, W. A, "renclmann, editor of %Dag ¥Wo-
chenblatt, " then looasted at Dellville, publlshed a booklet
entitled "Augtin County." About the year 1914, the eminent
wrlter and historian, Profugsor Duncan of fMhicsge, bhegan
the compilation of a mogt comprehonsive trestisge on ploneer
1ife. Valuable Dlits of informeoblon were gotten fyon the
Originel Minuters of the Austin County Apriculiural Soclety,
the Plret Public Solwol Saocleby of Cat TJoring, ond fvom the

diary of Hebert J. Kleberg, %S,

briefly with edusationsl, soocial, religlous, and polltical

sobivitics, because Dp., Diesele in hlg book Y"fhe History of
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Gorman Settlementes in Texss," has writben very extensgively
on these subjeata. However, an effort wlll be made at a
more extenslve study of the Founding of Ca% Spring, and of
the "Selentific Studles in Agriculture’ made by the Germen
immigrante a2t Cabt Spring and surrounding communities,

It ie only a 1itV¥le more than four score years since
the colenization of Cabt Spring began. The ploneers of
that period are all dead, and of thely sons and daughters
only a few remaln to tell their children of the 1ife and
the struggle ¢f the early frontiersmen.

The present generstion, living in well organiged
cities or communities, surrounded by all comforts and
luxuries, ssemingly indispensgable in modewn life, ¢an hard-
ly coneeive or properly sppresiste the hardships and priva-
tions of the sarly Germen plonsers at Cst Spring; but it has
avary reason to hold these men in ocherished and revered re-
membrance. In order to preserve the highly interesting
resords of the "soientific studies of agriculiure,” and the
important part the Germang fook in the colonlzation of Cat
Spring snd surrounding communities, the suthor has compiled
this thesla.

The write» wiches to express hig appreciastion to Dr.
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Alfred H. Nolle and Dr., Claude Elllot%, Spescial acknowl-
edgment iz mads to Mr. H. ¥, Greens, gpscisl advisor, for
his helpful suggestions, oritlcisms, and courtesies shown
in the preparation of this manuscript. Thanke are also due
to Hiss Alma luedars, Mr. Joe Malecek, snd the many friends
who have helped in msking thie study possible.
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THE GERMAN JETTLERS OF CAT SPRING
D THEIR
SOIENTIFIC 9TUDY OF AGRYCULTURE

CEAPTER I

THE FOUNDING OF CAT SPRING

1% may be an unnecessary repebltion of the published
materials %o olte the operstion of the Austine in their
colonies in Texas. It 1s felt, however, thai their asgtiv-
1tles are an inbtegral part of this narrative, bepsuse the
center of the grestest progregs of the Geyman .wétlars waB
in the oripginal grant to the Austing.

On Pebruary 1, 1822, some of the first Anglo-Saxons
settled on the banks of New Yearts creek in Washington
County, near the county line of Austin County in the orlg-
inal grant to the Austins.’ On April 3, 1831, however,

lgugene C. Barker, Resdingsin Texas History, pp. 69-70.

Frederick Em@sﬁ and hisg family from the Duchy of Oldenburg,
Germeny, sebliled »nd founded the Yovm of Industry, Austin

1



Oounty.® Although individusl German travelers and

“Morits Tiling, The Cewnan Elements in Texas, pp. 17-

18,

sdventurers had been in Texss at an earliey da‘ae,s Hrg.

%’inng, Ibid., pp. 3~8. BSee also L. ¥, Lafrenty,
sultische~-Texaninche Monabtshefts, vol. 11, No. 1, July 1,
: §. Benjamin, The Geraans in Texas, pp. 1li-

Em@efa As generally oredited with having besn the first

Gorman woman in Texes.® PFrederick Ewn@at, the fatheyr of

50 32‘%‘111&& Ibid., p. 18. See also Benjamin, Ibid., Dp.

the Germen immigrants in Austin County,® became the chief

Sottilie von Goothk, Was Grossmutter Erzashlt, pp.
30-52. Also B, L. Blesele, The KLgtory of Gevman Settle-
mente in Texes, pp. 44-47. ‘ )

Pacter in causing the Ceyman inmigrants to settle snd
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found Cat 8pring, instead of selecting one of the northern
states. A few excerpts from the diarye of Robert J.

Sowned by Miss Lulu Kleberg.

Xleberg, Sr.,7 will help to substantiate this statement.

Thobert J. Kleberg, 8Sr., wag born in Herstelle, West-
phelia, Germany, on September 10, 1803. He graduated from
the gymnasium et Holzminden. He studled law at the Uni-
verslty of Goettingen. He became dissatisfied with condi-
tiong in Pruassin and ceme to Texas., In hig adopted country
he became an outstanding leader. In 1841 he was appointed
the first Justice of the Peace at Cat Spring, and in 1846
he was appointed Chief Justice by President Houston. He
served under Genersl Houston and took an asctive part in
the battle of San Jacinto. He wap with General Rusk in his
campalign which drove the Mexlcan Army from the Texan soil.

In hie dlary Kleberg writes:
We had acclidentally gotten hold of a letter®

8"E‘.'in Deutscher Brief ags Texas vor hundert?fuenf
Jehren, " Neu-Braunfelser Zeltung, vol. 85, No, 17, Decem-
ber 511 1956.  Also Blesele, *E.’oit., pp. 44-45. Tiling,
ep. cit., p. 26. Benjamin, op. cit., pp. 16-19,




written by & gentleman who had emlgrated some
time before us from the Duchy of Oldenburg,
describing Texas, then a province of Mexiceo,

in & very glowing coler, mentioning also the
advantages offered to the immigrants by the
Mexlocan Government, namely, a league and &
labor of land to every married man with a
family end one~half league to every single

man. This letter caused us to change our first
intention te go to one of the northern states,

- and choose Texas for our future home. . . . We
gent our company, namely, Louls, Albrecht, and
Joachim von Roeder, and thely gister Valesgks,
shead of us to come %o Texas for the purpoge of
selecting & polint vwhere we all could meet and
commence operation. They were all well provided
with money, clothing, and farm utensgils. They
slmed t0o go to Mr. Ernest, the writer of the
letter that induced us to come %o Texas. We fol-
lowed on the lapt of September 1834. After a
voyage of sixty days we arrived at New Orleans.

At the time we left hardly anything was known of
Texas, except that my ideas snd those of others
were Fformed by the sbove mentioned letter in
which Texas was desoribed as a besutiful country,
with enchanting scenery and delightful soll and
republican government, with unbounded personal
Preedom and political liberty, free from so many
disadvantages and evils of the old countries, We
were enthuslastic lovers of republican institu-
tlong, full of romantle notlons and belleved to
find Texas befors all the countries the blesgged
land of our hopes.

Here at New Orleans we heard very bad sccounts of
Texas, and we wsre advlised not to go there; for,
they saild there were only robbers, nurderers and
wild Indians in the country. Bub we wers deter-
mined to risk i1t and would not digappolint our
relatives who had gone bsfore us.
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8
¢. C. Amslerg had come to Texas as early as 1832, He

QG* C. Amgler {Charles Amsler) was born in Schints.
nacht, Bwitzerland, November 28, 1808. He became a look~-
smith and was oconsidered a master in his profession. He
and his young wife salled for America, Janusry 19, 1833,
end finally settled at Cab Spring. Here he opened an Inn
which became famous in the history of Cat Spring.

had been granted a league of land by the Mexlosn govern-
ment., which was very profuse in donating land to atbtract
immigrants. When the Wer of Texas Independence broke out,
he left hls young wife with friends at Industry and went
to fight in the Mexivcan War. Land wes granted to him by
the Republic of Texas in payment for his service. He now
hed plenty of land bu¥% not &« cent in his pocket to pay

for 1its loocation and survey. Happlly for him at this time
Louis, Albrecht, end Joachim von Roeder, and thelr sister
Valdska made their sppearance. Louls ven Roeder had $8000,
which was considered a large sum of cash %o have on hand.
Now with the help of s loan from Loulse von Roeder, Amsler
gucceeded in purchssing what 48 now called the Louls von
Roeder league and other lends in the neighborhood, but in
payment on this loan he had %o glve one-~third of the
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1o
league to Louis von Roedern.

10tme Originel Deed s on file in the County Clerk's
Office, Bellville, Austin County, Texas. Ses also W. A.

Kleb@rg continues Iin his diary:

When we finally reached them (von Roeders), we
had lesrnied that Josehlm and Valeska had died.

1 found Louls and Albresht in a miserable hut
end in a pisiful condition. They were emagianbted
by disecasesd snd went of proper treatment snd
nourisiment .

e had formed a partnership with the view to ald
each other and %o build farms snd homes for each
hesd of the family in our party; and we went to
work in good earnest to break up and fence land
snd bulld houges. It was our intention to move
the balasnce of our party from Harrisburg to ocur
new pettlement, as soon as we sould srect the
negeasary houges. Although we were very induse
trious, we got along very slowly, none of ue
belng sosustoned to hard work.

Early in Septsmber we had finished building two
comforteble log houses. Ona of them even had
floors below and above, We sawed the planks
from postosk trees and inclosed and planted a
field of ten avres in corn and cotton. We moved
the members of our family whom we had left at
Herrigburg %o our settlement with our wagon and
teams., Buoch goods for which we had no room as
yet we left at our houses in Harrisburg to ge%
at our lelsure. . . .

The first night affer lsnding in Austin Colony, the
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o
voun Roeders pltched camp near & c¢lear, never-failing spring
on whioh the setitlers were relying for thelr water supply.
They callesd this spring "Eetzenquelle” (Cat Spring). This
famous Llendmark later became known as Wild Cat Spring, and
J. H. Fostlek gerved the community as the unofficiel post-
magteyr until one could be appointed. The neme "Wild Cab
Spring" wam changed to "Cat Spring® on Desember 13, 1853,
when the United Stabes Government established a post office
with C. C, Amsler as the first aommigsioned postmaster,ll

1lw. W. Howe, First Assietent Pogtmaster Generasl, in a
letter dated Pebrusry 29, 1836.

Thus "Cat Spring' became the offlcoisl name of the community.
Although thers are several versions of how and why this
never-falling spring got its name, it seems that 1t came
from the fact that the larpge area of timberlond survounding
the spring was the nsbtursl home of the wildeoat. C. W.
gehmidt in his booklet, "Foobprints of Five Cenerations®
writes that "one of Mr. Rosder's sons shot snd killed a
Hexican puma on Gloorts faym. The puma haod vome o the

gpying, wien spled by ithe successful hunter, ¥



&8
fnma J. PBngelking, s relstive of the von Roeders, in
giving information on this sublect, relstes that "the
first night that my sncestors, grest uncle snd sunt wvon
Roeder camped ot this epring s wildeat came %o drink st
the spring end they prouptly pave it the nome of 'Eabzen~

quelle® (Cat Spring).ti%

121 6sela, op. cit., ». 48, Ses slso the map of
Austin County, Infra., p. 9. That part inelosed with a
cirele ig the lmmedliabe center of the narrative.

It ig intererting, but of 1ittle vslue, how thim
apring got lve name, because ploneers had no get rules
for selecting namee for thelr communitien. The names
thet men aeleoted for certaln localltles were based on
certaln peeullarities of the localities, or the influences
of Indisn, Mexioan, or Anglo-Baxon lore.

The yeay 1848 brought s good meny immigrants to Cab
Spring. Jcohn Hollien, also a soldler of the War of Texas
Independence had gone back %o Germany and brought over
his wife, her brother, F. Ramm snd his wife. Other new-
comers were, C. Welhaugen, F. Laas, Jacob Kinkler, John
Glaum, Chriet Dittert, C. Palm, Amslers, Klehergs, Klosses,
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Trenckmanne, Amthors, Bergmenns, Meetwes, and others.ld

— —— , s _ _
Biesele, op. o0it., »p. 48.50., Alsgo Trenckmann, op.
Git., pp. 28.5L. 0 T » SR

Wow community setivitise soon Legan. Louls von
Roeder erected 2 grist mill driven by the wabers supplied
by the spring., In 1854, Robert J. Kleberg, Sr., who is
generally called the founder of Cat Spring,'% although the

l%iling, op. cil., pp. 2428,

von Roeders webliled aof Cal Sprlng before he 8id, built the
first store, Mereuwg Arsler Bullt s desnce hall, snd €. €.
Anglor erected the fanous Arsler Inn. This Inn became &
plece of galety, of ploneer fnshion for the Anglo-Saxon as
wall ge for the Gernan sgettlors. VMeny men of imporbsncg.
Prince Solms, Tagbtro ~nd Heusebsche rested thelr tirved
bodies at this Inn s they »asged throush fron Harrisburg
Lo Thiolr fettlerents % Prelsbureg, Rastrop, Rutersville,
New Brouwnfels, znd Fredericksburg.

About 1880, H. Lengsr of Monmburg srected s saw mill,



1l

and F. Leas bullt = cotton pln snd crist will. After
Langer's desth Fedor Solder rebuilt ths gin bullding snd

uged 1t for 5 sbore, Leoter Rey, ¥ ?jez'g;«.mmlﬁ uped this

187is resl neme wee eunpsse? 4o have baen Rev.

Joseph A, Bergmann. Infra., p. 161, Footnote No. 4,

store ag » church, This log bullding was looa%eé at the
present slte of the Kollstechney cemetery. It was later
destroyed by & hwarricans, €. 0. Amsler then built s cot~
ton gin and prist mill powered by owxen. He later used
gteam. He sold hie gin and grist mill to P. Schlapota and
moved to Spring Creek. Some time later Hassler and Kink-
ler, ~nd Henry Lenghammer built a store at Cat Spring.ls

18ngat ﬁéring ¥ %he Aughin County Times, vol. 4, No.
4d, S@ptamber* lﬁ,‘ie&‘%. Alac Biespele, op. cib., pp. 48-

Karl Palm =nd Jseob Peshick establiched the first
blackesuith ghop, while Kollastechney opened up a harness
and saddle ghop. The Rev. Mr. Bergmsnn, Hartoenn, and
Mmﬁw gerved ms the flrst school teachers in the COat

Spring acmﬁmnity. The Rev. Mr. Bergmann, the Rev. Mr.
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Erdvenberg, Fev. <, C. Roghm, and ZBev, P, CGspreinann as-

guned the role of spiritual guides, while Dr. H. Nagal,l'?

7np, 1, Nagel wag the father of the late (herles
¥agel, sSeocretsry of Commerce in Taft's ocablinet., Charles
was borm et Cat gpring.

and Dr. F. A, Zchmidt were the first ones Yo practice
medicine st Cat Spring.m

13700 Malecek's letter dated 1836, Mp. Malecek has
kept a racord of the events as they happened. He has
furnished valuable information sbout the early Ggech and
German ssttlers at Oal Spring.

How began s j,.i,fe ¢f work cnd heydeldy :nd privation
of thoge fomilies fopr which they vere 111l-fitted. In
Germeny they belonged te the best oclrgses, hed nmoved
there Iin bigh wsocliety and in the tzetb eircles, and theiy
pducetilon war of high order. They bors the change brovéw
1y. Thelr coclel petlerings vere very nttpsctlve; thelr
converartions moved on a high vlene, =nd vere animghed

by wit and hoz., +9

1‘9”0&1: Spring," The g_a‘tin unty 1meg, vol. 4,
No. 44, Semtembar 15,,




CHAPTER IIX
EDUCATION

The cultural beeckground of the German immigrants ot
Cat 8pring demsnded that sducationsl facilities for
thelr children be supplied, because to them i1litersacy
was 8 stipma, 1f not a orime. Those who could afford it
engaged private tutors for their children, others, who
were less fortunste finanelally, taught their own. It
is interesting to nots at this point that "Emile,” a book
written Ly Roussesu, became the basis for charscter

building.

1R, L. Lafrentz, "Die Deutschen in der unabhaengigen
Republik Texasg," 22. Jahrbuch, New Braunfels Publishing
Company, Hew Braunfels, Texas, pp. 25-27.

Az esrly aos 1842 Rev. Joseph A. Bergmann,z A. F.

21n a letter quoted in the Sealy News, July 15, 1836,
Joseph Mikogovsky stated:

"Joseph Arnost Bergmann was born 1798 in Zapudov, Bo-
henls, of Roman Catholle parents. He graduated from the
gymnasium at Mlaedsa, Boleslay, 1816-1825. He entered the
monastic order., He taught for many yeare in the college
of Litomysl. In 1826 he renounced the monastic order and
priegthood. Ho thon studled phllosophy and Protestant the-
ology in the University of Breslau, 8ileslia, and became &

13
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nesiber of the Mvengeticel churet in 1827. - was ordained
to the Protestant ministry in 1830 at Breslau, and until
1849 wag nastor o7 the CGreoll Uvengellicsl Church im Strous-
ny, Prussian Silesin. In 1849 he migreted to Cat 8pring,
where 18 engagsd. Sn feoring snd elee trcochirg o $hose
early settlers, both Czech and German language, as there
vare quite a nunbker of Twech imrigrsrts in Get Spring. He
died at Cat Spring in 1871.¢

The minutes of the Agricultural Soeiedy reveal that
The Rev. Uz, Perygguenn took the lLepding interest in agri-
culture., He wea insbrumentsl in having the Agriculftural
Soclety organized. He gave many leoturesz dealing with
problems In sgriculture. When signing the consiitution he
gipned e rewe EB. Berprann., e woe elveys referred to as
Rev. Bergmenn. See Infre, p». 151, Footnote 15,

Trenckmann, and other lesders were entertaining the thought
of establishing sn institudion of higher learning at Cab
Spring.ﬁ This 1des not only found faver among the German

Stafrentz, loc. oit., pp. 25-27. Also Tiling, Op.

L

oit., pp. BB.566. DBlesele, op. pik., ». 215.

gettlors at (et Spring, but alse among the Anglo-Saxons.
9Mmen the German setitlevs =t Cat Ynring began an actlve

gcampalen for a German University, President Hougton seem-

4

ad to look Pavorably upon thelr ubopisn plan.” On

4pyling, log. git, pp. 5B-586.
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Jamaary 27, 1«'44 the Texes Jongress zrented a franchise
4o the “Lemm Univeraity,” which was to Le the "alma
mater! of philosonhy, nedicine, thealogy, ~nd jurigpru-
dence. The »rofesgors of there four Proultiss must be
competent to lecture in both the English and German lange
uages, whlle the professor of theoclogy should not belong
to a special religious denomination nor tesch dostrines
of sny sect. Seotlon 7 of the act sulhorizing the uni-
verglity statczd the following: "Ssction 7. &e it furtherxr
enaoted that noe person 81211 be eligible to a professor-
shilp in sald univereity who Jdoes not understand both the
Geyman and Englieh lsnguages, unleesg by 2 unanimous vote

of the btrustees suoh qualifications ehall be diaregarded.“ﬁ

e i

%afmmzz, loc. oib., po. “7-28. Also Tiling, Ibid.,
p* 56. V. von BOnenberE, Kritik ¢ Geschichte des Verelns

ghutsze der ewbsehan Auwan&amr nach Texas, pp. S-9.
g. ¥, Geliser, Natursll of Xhg Fronmbler, oo, 120-121,

Phie shetwg pleinly the irfiusnce nnd roalninze accorded
to the Moprsn eloments in Tewse oF thle errly date.

e Joostion of the wrosdective walvewrsity apparently
wes intended to Te somerhars between V1ML ani Cumnings

Creeks either in the present Austin, Colorado, or Washing-



18
ton County. To finance. the undertaking the charter au-
thorized the board of regents o levy sn excise tax on
spirituous liquors within the radius of £ifty miles from
the university and to raise money selling shares, and "a
large grant® was almo suthorized for the benefit of the
university. 7The management was to conslet of one presi-

dent and twelve trustees. L. C. Erdvenb‘erg,s F. Em’fk‘b,

SGeiser, gp. cit., pp. 106-156.

*E, L. Erdvenberg was born May 3, 1808, in Rhoden,
Waldeck, Germany. He came to America about 1837-38. He
maryied in Chioapgs in 1839, Here he served a congregation
until he moved to Houston, Texss in late December, 1838.

In Houston he presacshed in the Protestant Evangeliocal Ger-
man ochurches, and oyganized churches at Cat Spring, Austin
County, slso in Washington and Colorado Counties. In 1846
he founded the Western Texas Orxphan Asylum at New Braunfels.
In 1850 he became president of the Western Texas University.
He established an agricultural experiment farm at New Braun-
fels. He became e prominent member of the Agricultural and
Hoxrticulbural Socliety of Comal County. In 1855 Erdvenberg
went to Mexico, leaving hls wife to oars for herself. Here
he lived at the German Colony, Wertenburg. He dled'in Vex-
igo." Dr. Geiser conocludsed the blography as follows: *Out
¢f obsourity he came, into obscurity he went.®

H. Schmidt, H, Amthor, J. G. Lieper, G. Stoehr, F. V. Hues-

mann, and E. Franke are ligted as the ermoratcrs.7

7Ip48., pp. 120-121.
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For a time everything seemed propitious for the un~
dertaking, but, when the trustees tried to ssll the "uni-
versity shares,” they met with insurmounfable ocbatacles.
The par value of the shares wag fifty dollars, but money
was s0 soarce thet the shares oould only be exchanged for
land, a commodity with which the universlty was slready
averstocked., The attempt to ralee the neosspary funds,
therefore, proved s failure, and in Jénuany, 1846, the
franchige was snnulled, but it was renewed on April 11 of
the game year. The insorporstors were: H, Amthor, E.
Franke, H. Dremb, H. Brnest, Jacob Rien, E. Miller, E. H.
Yordt, Dr, E. Beoker, William Trieb, Charles Yordt, Herman
Frels, and Ed. Rubhmann. To nake the shares more attrastive,
the subsceription price was reduced from fAfby to fifteen
dollars, By this neana the trustees succeedsd in cobtaining
enough money to build a large, two-story stone bu&;lding,a

8gee photostat, Infra, p. 19.

at Frelsburg instead of at Cat Spring, wheve it was orig-
inally planned to establish the university. Why it was lo-

cated at Frelgburg, a German setblement about twenty miles



is
wapt of Cat 8pring, was not regorded. The bullding was
later used for a public school, snd thus in & measure Tule
filled ite miesion, even though it 414 not bear the proud
name of "university." In later years it became known as
"Herman Seminar® and wes used as a public school until
1926, when it was destroyed by fire. The school was im-
medistely rebullt with funds obteined from the sales of
lend %o which 1t hed retained title.”

SLefventz, op. cit., pp. 26-27. See also Blesele,
op. gi%., pp. PLB-2IE.

The plan of emtablishing a higher institution of
learning in Texss in 1845 was premature. Even if the
trustees had succeeded in raising funds for the operation
of the wlversitsy, theré would have been few students to
enroll, beocause, 8% that time there were no schools in

Texas squipped to prepare shudents for college.m

10ps1ing, op. sit., pp. 5B-57,

The ides of establishing an institutlion where their
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children could be educated survived the fallure %o estab-

11

1ish a university. Adolphua Fuchs™ and thirty other -

Myre. Ottilie von ﬁ—oethﬁ’, Was Grossmubttexr Ergaehlt,

Adolphug Fuchs was born on September 19, 1805, in
Guestrow, Germany. He lost hig talented mother when he was
only four years old, He was more interested in books than
work, He recelved hls slementory educstion at home. Later
he gtudied ak the universities of Jena, Halle, and graduat-
ed in Theclogy 2t Gosttingen., His later astion and life
was very much the results of the teaohing of Friee at Jena.
His philosophical thoughte brought him in confliet with the
orthodox. Hisg firat sermon was seversly oritloised for not
being in harmony with the Bible. He was, however, sppoint.
ed pagbor at Koelgow and served there from 1836 to 184B.

In 1845 he, like po many young Germans, was caught with the
"wanderiugt® and came %o Texmz., He finally landed at the
Anglerts Inn a% Cat Sopring, Texas. Here, instead of fol-
lowing his profession, he sbarted to teach music. He had
inherited hia mother'e rare musical talent. Whevever he
went and stayed he became the renognized leader and direoc-
tor in singing socistlen. From (at Spring he moved to In-
dependence, Texas, here he was engaged as & muslc teacher
£t the Young Ladies Ingbitute of Independenve.

German settlers éf Cab Spring petitloned the Legislature -
of Texas on Osctober 29, 1848, for aid in bullding and main-
talning a public school. Fuchs steted thet Engiish schoolse
were "undenlably the best wey to Amerlcanize the German
papula%ion‘af Texas and to make good oitizens of them,"1?

1284 egele, op. oit., p. 213.




Whether the petition presented by Fuchs wag asted
upon by the Legiglature of Texas was not recorded. Under
the lesdership of the Rev. Mr. Bergnann, Adolphus Fuchs,

and Ernest I‘f{m‘kae,l‘s sorne of the best minds that Germany

134, P, Trencknann, "Hrmest G. Mastze," Jochenblatt,
vol. 40, No. 81, SBeptember 17, 1331, Trenckmann WrlGeB]

fEmest G. laetze was born September 12, 1817, in
Bllesls, Cermany. He gresdusted in the Protestant Theolo-
gy at the University of Breslau. It is gald that he
presched only one sermon. He was appointed rector of the
tovn sehool st Bernstadt, Sllesia. In 1848 he was elect.
ed to represent his city in the Prussian Netional Assem-
bly. He Jolned the demoeratice wing of the Assembly. This
wing was persecuted beoauge it opposed the king. He took
active part in the Revolution of 1848, snd while in the
Hational Amsembly he had many sherp verbal duels with the
"mad Junker," Biesmarck. Since the revolution was a fall-
urs, Maetze had to fles. He barely msde L1t asross the
border. He csme to Anerices and finally landed a¥% Wew Ulm,
Texas. Hers he worked £8 p commwon lsboyew on the farm.
Leter he gebtled st Millhelim, neer Cal Spring, and opened
Wwp & private school.”

Cherles Nagel, Seopebery of Commerce in Taft's admin-
ietrabion, in his Look YA Boy's Civil War Story" writes:
"one of the moet influentisl in our midst wes Maetge, who
was to be our teacher, gilving lmpressions and ilneplretion
far beyond our youthful appreclistion. As I lock back upon
that time, I cennot resiet the feeling that Gustave lMaetze
was probebly ss grest a teachor as I ever had.”

Moetze was a natural-born teacher. All his pupils
admired and revered him, The treining that the studente
ragelved from him in that little log cabin a¥ ¥illheim wasg
equal %o that of nmeny colleges. Later years he served
Austin and adjoining Counties as stots senalor. He was a
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trained theologlan, but he wss a borm ¢
WE E&Chﬂr. He v
Preached n sermon in Texas. never

had had, private sohools were opensi whersver the demand
Juptified 4t. The Rev. lir. Bergnann opened & private
sehiwol in the log cabin thebt wss located on a hill near
the prepaent Kollatbschney Cessbery A4

ldroe Malecek in a 1

etter, dated 1936. Bupra, p. 1ll.

Trae to the treditionsl Germsn love for educatbion,
sbout Lifty-one Larmers, dockors and businessmen met De-
gember 1, 1878, and organized the first Public School So-
clety of Cat 9nring. The more importent sections of the
original minutes sond by-laws sre;

The purpcese of this soclety shell be: To es-
tablgah and build a school house that will
meet the requirements with reference o proper
size, safety, convenience, and %o guarsniee
our children s good eduosbtion. To aeccomplish
thie we haeve, therefore, drawn up the followlng
by-Lawgs:

Piret, The eoclety solemnly decleres that re-
1iglous instructions would be forever excluded
fpom the awrriculum, and the use of the school-
house for religlous services would be strictly
anfl foreyvey forbidden.
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Eleventh, Parentg, who are not members, must pay
an annual tultion of two dollars per child, The
boaxd of trustees sbhall have the right to admit
shildren free, If their parents wers not able
to pay the tultion, it 1s to be paid by the so-
clety.

a @9 & @® B &% & % 4 =2 e ® @& @ A ¢ @ 4 8 & v wW &« e s

Thirteenth, Every member muet pay the annual
dues of Fifty cents, to help pay for the neces-
sary expenses that mey occur,

L] [ [ [ s L] . [ Ta 'y & a A L] o LY a8 .3 » [y [ L} » o ']

Pinslly, 1%t is resolved that as poon sa the so-
ciety's fund permite 1%, the soelebty would pay
the tuition for sll children vhoge parents ave
in financlsl sirvesnsg.

- & [ ] L) » L L3 3 * - [ » 4 - - £ [ ® - * [ » [ ] [ e

Amendment two: I sny menmber took the liberhy
to oriticize the teacher, or cpenly alander
without cause the school soclety, or do things
that vere detrimental fto the welfsare of the
sohiool; he would, Lf twoethirds of the menbers
sustsaln the action, be openly dismlesed from
the ascoisty, and should not be permitted o
send hie children to thoe seheopl,l®

19gea Appendiz "A." The Chnrter membors,

The Ilrst wofficlal board of trustees consinted of

Samiel Gloow, president; C. Dittert, trsamurer; and Dy,
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F. A, schuid$, secrsbary. They were slected Januery 1,

1877, 4o serve temporarily ss Srusgtees. Cn Augugt 17,

1837, the County Judge sppointed H. Yens, Chug. Ditters,
end Joe Hirseh to serve ns the first officlal trustess,
Thie board eleched Prof. Thonmes Meyer (some say that it

was Theodore HMeyer) fo serve sz their first teacher, 10

w"ﬁ"r@m the originel minutes snd by-laws of the first
Public Schocl Boclety of Gt Sprinsz, They are in the
German language, snhd are nhow in poessession of the seore-
tary of the vresent ot Spring Indspendent 9chool Die-
trict, Cat Spring, Texss.

The preceding narrstlve has dealt mainly with the
theordes 2nd attempte of the CGermsn settlers at Cat
8pring to estsblish some memns of educating their children.
Now an effort will be made Ho shovw {:he progtical spplica-
'Bionl of the knowlsdge of those who planned so well for the
youth of thelr community.

One aof Bhé firet acts after they had organized the
Agricultursl Soclety was Yo order the "Southern Cultivator,®
g paper published in Georgia. Later other papers were added

to the 1ist as a source of information on matters pertaining
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to sgriculbure. Avony thege pepers vers, "Wearmers Ad-
vorgbe, " "Wilveukes Agriculiurel Journsl," "Southern

)

Buralist," "Feym «nd Rench, " "Pom: ond Gawlen Jouwrnal,®
bpmerican Agrioculturish,™ and ssvevrsl local papers. Heme
bere who could resd the Ingllsh papers were detailed %o
sbudy ihe articleg of gr@&ﬁegt importonoes and explain
them in the ﬂexﬁ'm&ﬁting. The Rev. lir. Perpuenn, Andreas

Trenckuann, E. Kloss, and &, Himlylv did most of this

l?ﬂlex Ay vesse Dora in the beglnning of the mine-

teenth century. He was a highly educetoed man, progressive
and 1Liberty-loving. Revoluablon and pppression esused him
to leave Geymany ln 1848, He landed e Galvezton, Texzas
and from thers he vent and settiled at Son Bernardo, ad-
Joinling German settlenent of Cal Jpring, He had gtudled
oekonouie {Agriculbure pursuli) in Germany. Thizg ac.
countg for his grest interest in the Agrlicullural Socleby.

type of work. According to the minubter they wers well
qualified For this assignm&nt.lg

1B nutes of July 10, 1858; August 2, 12597; Auguet 30,
1857; Sepbember 19, 1858; November &, 1858; Ooteber, 1861;
Fesbruery 6, 1B76; December, 1858; March, 1873,




Oinutes of Septenher 12, 1858; Cotover 17, 1858;
November, 1858; Degembew, 18868,

1.
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An article decling with the method of improving

scll,

The polsonous effects of vild cherry seed,

A pimple method of weking eheese,

Cold watey i » resady Tor bums,

Towve, »ntience, end pereistence, the seeret in
brepking horses,

A method of curing lenpos, or cverhegted horses.
Spirit of Hevbtshorn, nenegeary nedicine for
travelers -8 & renedy ag-in:ht bitos of polmonous
insects.

An experiment vith ¢ gbern plov.

Shwepralsing and evoss-breeding of varlous breeds
of cattle, eta,

e farw, the netural bene or hebltstlon of the

humen voaoe,

At Cat Soring in those dsys Lfavn popers were the mosi

importent cepers in the household, beosuse the people wers



28
intensely interested in farming. The officers of the So-
plety wers puthoidocd to 2wnd romoadlly 2 sus not to ex-
need Ten dollare for ohdeiniig Informeilon ond dats dealing
vith ppriculiure for the berwfit of 1%e menbers,

The records indloste thwet, vien discussions 4id nob
bring about the desired mnewer, soneone was sppointed to
search for the sneswer., If 1% Involved carvying on sn 6%
perinent and mrking = report ot thes end of the ssason, the
one To whom the task wse aasisned took it in good falth

end msde his report exnlalning his fin&iﬂgs.go

phpicedes

POiinutes of Jume 7, 1857; July 10, 1956; Septsmber ¥,
1R663; March 13, 1859; Ooctliober 6, 1859; Mareh 17V, 1887,

Divergs vipupoinks on verious natitesrs appeared frew
quently, a nabural seguencs for lotellectuals. It would
be unnatursl for men with the tralning of those German
gattlers of fat 9nring to agree, Those vwho lived on hilly
and Lase Tertile leond recommendzd certeoln ldens denling
with cultivetion of the land, wnlle those vho lived on
level, fertile, or bottom lond ridiculed these ldses. Mo,

Conatant <l surgestsd thet 171211 Creek should be npde



£9

“lop, s, 7, Gelger srd tha suthkor heve mode seversl
shitenpte to trace the 1life story of Congtand, but without
puccess, All ftraces of this peorson sesnsd to have vanlsh-
ed., Al that we know aboubt him 1o thet he was an astor by

nrofession,

navigable, others coneldernd the ldem fartaphtie, beesupe
the stresn wes not floving during the summer. One member

(=15 \
pointed out 1% the Terss Plucbommet®™ wrs £ soll building

“Hranubes of Heptevber 7, L85G,

plent, snd spupgested thet it should be cultiveted for that

purpose, others seid: "y this unnecsssery work, our
land is fertile encugh and willl never vesr oub.?

Thoae who lived on upland wanted » figh hatahery, bub
thelir neiphbors, who Llived on the creekbs and had plenly
figh, recommended thst the Scoledy should poink i’cs &N~
deavors in another direotion more Yo thelr liking. This
continual compelition in ideas and friendly opposibion
meant progress for these German seltlers of Cat Spring.

However diverse their oplnions may have tsen, they

were usually and eventuaslly tested by aotual experiments
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and obeerebion.,

20

“ﬁ" ‘Lm» £y ,‘3’ Vasdet 30, 1WBLHE: fenterber B,
June, M&F’ﬂ; Omt@b@r 8, 1858- Octobes 4, 1880,
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CHAPTER I1I
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

The German immipgranta at Cat Spring were pro-
eminently & scolal minded group of people, They cultle
vated with reverence the strongest family life and ties.
They were bound together in friendship by innumerable Bo-
cial, benevolent, literary socleties, and seeret orders.
In a1l these organizations "Dle Gemustlichkelit® (good
fellowship) predominated, diffusing good cheer among the
members.

After the first few stXrenuous years hed psssed and
ﬁhe German settlements at Cat Spring had been firmly es-
tablished, the German's love for sooisbllity, intellec-
tual entertainment, mutual proteotion and pleasure ssgert-
ed itself, Soon such organizatlons as "The Singing Club,®
"the Sone of Hermann," "The Turners' Socisty,? and "Agri-
cultural Socolety® were formed. They were all, aside Ffrom
their main purpose, aimed to further the ceuse of culbural

progress .-

l?iling, op. git., p. 48, See aleo Blesele, op. cik.,
Chapber XI. -

Sl
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On the evening of Whitsunday, 1841, a number of Ger-

man gevtlers from (at Spring and nglghboring communities,
under the leadsrship of w};der* ck bmﬂ;t organized the
"Teutonto Order.® Within a month the order had f1fty-
three members. Aside from bringing the Germans together,
the c‘rder wished %o further immigration, Pagilitate corres-
pondenns between Texas and Germany, practice Vphilanthropy,
and, presawa the Germsn traits and character., The order
wag made up of many degrees. Talent, ability, =nd educa-
tlon were requisltes for admisslion to the second and third
classes of the order. Intellectual entei-tainment to com-
pensate for the last Joys of the Fatherland was provided
for. On Palm Sunday, 1842, 1t hed s great celebration on
M11l Creek. On March 2, 1843, the membsrs gsve proof of
their patrlotliem by celebrabting the anniverssry of Texas
Independence, Although the Teutonlc Order wse of short
duration, 1t clearly demongtrated the tondency of the Gen-
mang of the Pirst half of the lest century %o try the es-
tablighment of 2 New Germany on this side of the Aflantioc.
They spoke of s reluvensted German State, which would, of
course, have to be a member of the Unlted States.2
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The love for music was another dietinguishing char-
aoberistic of the Germen settlere abt Cat Spring. Amthor's
Inn becnme famous ps a rendezvous for singers end singing
sooletlen., It was here that Adolphus Fuchs made his first
appearance, snd, while Mrs., Amthor gocompsnied him, he
‘pang srias from Haydn's "Greation' and Beethoven's
#adelaide.® Thelr musie snd songs were of the highest
type, snd cheered fronbiernen and brdightened the homes of
nmany depressel and home-gick settlers. This further re-
veals the class of people that hsd settled rt Catb Spring.a

Sy esele, Ibid., pp. 219-220. Also Tiling, Ibid.,
pp. 14-15. | ~

The younger sef, besids keeping thelr interest in
music and literature alive, enjoyed dancing and horseback
riding, John C. Amgler wrlites: "1y mother and her sis-
Lepg were sscomplished riders, When Count Solms spent a

nlght or two et the Amsgler Inn, the young ladiss, thrilled
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with the horsemanship of the Cownt's followers in riding
unbroken horges, reciprocsted by demonstrating their
skill,"?

450hn G, Amsler, Hempet ‘
. L wpstead, Texes, 1g a grandehdld
of C. €, Amsler, Seé Footnote é‘, p. Bo

The Agrioulbural Soclety had their regular festivals.
Thelyr pionlics gradually grew into annusl affairs, such Bs
"Dasg S’tlftuﬁgm Fegt" and "Ernte Austellung." HDas 8tif-
tunge Fost" was thelr anniversary celebration on June 7.
It dstes back to the founding of the Agricultursl Society
on June 7, 1856 .5 On June 7, 1936, the centennial year,

Spnotostat, Infra, p. 55.

this celebration was attended by approximately 8,000
people.

"Die Ernte Ausstelliung,’ or Harvest Festlval was
held twice a year, in June snd October. The Harvest Fes-
tivel became s miniaturs faiyr. Prizes were offered for
the best dlsplaey of agriculfural products and livestook.

Prominent speslers wers invited to address the people.
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The fesbival bedame so Lamous that it was abttended by
thougands of people. Other Agriouliurel organizatiions
and cities pent delegates to anbudy the exhibite, and find
out how a community a8 small as Cat Spring gouwld have
gush puccessful falvs. Purther, the Soclety was repre-
gonted at falrs aof e‘ther places, and ita exhibits general~
Ly éiarr'ite& sway the honors. AL the Houston Agriculture
Falr, May, 1877, The Ausgtin County Agricultural Soclety
reseived n diploma in redognition of the best exhibiis

and reports on agriaultum.a The Soalely was urged o

‘5Pmmmn, Infra, p. 37.

to mend asn apricultursl exhibit to the HBxhibition ab
Philadelohin. 7

Piinutes of August 30, 1857; Cotober 4, 1868; Nay,
1872 July 11, 16765 July 11, 1876; June 18, 1861,







CHAPTER IV
RELIGIOUS AND POLIWICAL, ACTIVITIES

The German settlers at Cat Spring, whe Wers g0 greate
1? interested in agriculture, eduecation, literature, musie
aend sar%, menifested little inderest in religien. A number
of these settlers, who showed so 1litfle interest in re-
ligion, were dgaeenﬁanta of religious parents. Some of
thelr sires were Luthersn pagtore in Germsny. Even %o
this very day they contlnue the "Laissez fairs" attitude
in religion. They were descendants of those men and women,
vho, when writing the congtitution for the first Public
School for Cat Spring, saids '"We solemnly deslare that
religious instruction ghall forever be excluded from the
currisulum of the school, and the use of the schoolhouse
for religlous service shall, strictly and forever, be for-
bidden.*®

The German settlers of Cak Spring worshiped free
land, Tree air and sunshine, and freedom to work out thelr
own soclal and economic problems, Thelr descendents have
malntained and cherished this attituds.

Perhang the flryst church or congregation was organig-
sd by Rev. Louls Cachand Erdvenberg. He landed in Housbon

58
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in December, 1830, snd there organized a Lutheran congrega-
tlon., He was forsed %o lesve Houston for a higher altitude
for hlg health's seke. Hig Yraveles inm 1840 led him through
Cat 8pring, Industry, and othsr places whers he organized
oongregationa. He organised the Firet Evangeliocal Chureh
8t Ceb Spring in 1840. Some of his parighioners were the
Amglers, 8toeldges, von Roeders, Klebergs and Dannkers,
Big influence in religlon =nd educatlonal endeavers were
A famz‘eaching.l

. ;gewﬁi». 8%;1., pp. 106-158, See slso Blesele,
‘ BLu.es . B

Pollowing the Rev, Mpr. Endvenbery was the Rev. Mr.
Beygmenn, teacher, former snd theologlan. The Rev. ir.
Bergmenn presched in o small church nesr Cat Spring. In
later :,r@ax:ﬁ the church was diaem’bima&‘ 'A new ¢hurch
was tuilt at New Burpg in Wovember, 1877, a gnall Gexman
sattlonent aboubt geven miles west of Cat Spring. Oat
Spring was without a chureh until 1827, vhen the old
church szt Iﬂsa% Hurg was torn down 2nd rebullt at Cat Spring.
This work was acoonplished by the Rev. Mz, Pogh of Bellville,
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During all the years of atruggle the Lutheran Chureh wasg
the only ons to survive, The »ressent congregation has
about thirty-five members. The pastors serving the con~
gregation after the Rev., Mr, Dopguann were the Reverend
Heasrg, Gerstmann, Leng, Hawler, 9211laf, Oftto Lindberg,
all of Frelgburg, The Reverend Mesars. Pooh and Sohlis-
gor of Bellville, the Rev. ir. Wolff of Tagle Lal{a, and
the Rev. Mr. Mansur of Veloona,

The “evman gettlers a2t Oat Spring sffilisted them-
pelves with the Democwatlc party, beosuse the prineiples
and tendencies of that perly avpsaled to them. They bee
1ieved with the Democratioc party in equality.

When the people of Texas were asked to decids the
annexation dquestion, only eight Teraans 2% Cab Spring
votad for 1%, The vobing was done at Carld Auaglert's house.
The eight Germsne that voted were C. Ausler, M. Amsler,

J. Holllien, Lavermann, Weltt, C. A. lattern, Louls Kleberg,
and Rabert Klebwg.g

“rrenokmenn, gp. eit., pp. 17-16.

s

Rarly in 1861 at the 0at Springs-iillheim voting box



ninety-nine votes were cast spgainst snd enly sight for
glthdrewing from the Union. This vobts did not indicste
opposlition Ho slavery but & desire to pregerve the Union.
In general, bowever, the Gaernan gebttlevs st Cat Spring were
agalinst slavery. This atiitude was o¢lenrly expresssed by
Robert J. Kleberg, Sr., when he wrots in his dlary: "e
wished to live under a republican form of govertment, with
mbounded pergenal, rveliglous, and politicsl liberty, fres
from the pebtity tyrannies and the many disadvantages and
evils of the old countriss." At the 8an Antonic conven-
tlon it peemed thet the slavery question was the paramount
igane, snd in one of the mw‘luﬁio:m pagsed st this con-
vention reeds: *Negro slavery ls an evil whioch threatens
the continued existence of the Unlon., Its abolition must
be left %o the smeversl states in which 4% exlsts. We
German-gpeakting Texans are not in a position to suggest a
solution but fesl thet the federsl government should no¥

interfere in this gquestion,"

“piessle, op. oit., pp. 26, 198,

HSoon after the Civil War was over and sfier the
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gooiety had reorgenized, the matter of forming a Unlon
Club was discussged, and 1t was declded that all unlon men
of Augtin County meis preparabtlon snd take the nsssssary
steps to organize. They proposed to hold & conventlon to
atopt & platform, and scoept & tloket Tor State and
Jounty offtcers. After the Civil Var the South was under
the conlrol of the Norkh, or Unlon men, Thess northern
politiclans organized unlon slubs throughout the country.
The Geruas sebtlers ab Cab Ypring Joined 4in with thia
novenent, not betause they were in sympatlhy with the Union
men, but bescsuss they wighed to estebligh a sound govern-

ment as soon ag porsivis,
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CHAPTER ¥
AGRICULTURE

If you look for momsthing new, seek smong

the old; i1f you look for some%hing 6ld,

gesk among the new. Anonymous .

The early German Amwigrants at Oabt Spring were mogl.
1y agriculturiste. Some of the Germans at Cat Spring were
ghips
of eultivating the =moil, yet they choerfully smbreced
thelyr new vooablion.

better Fitted for the dvawing room thsn for the hard

As thie digcourse im continued it will be sghown that
thess German farmers (someotimew referrsd to as book-
farmers) dealt with many problemg. Thess book-farmers bullb
better than their descendants; they refused to be carried
swey by theories and hearsay. They inglsted on experimenta~
tion as a basls for adeptlon or rejeotion of procedures in
agriculture. This little group of book-Tarmers at Calb
Bpring were smong the first in Texas to spply the modewn
method of field research or "the selentific method? for so-
lutions of thelr problems.” It was in this field that they

, lp, ¢. Rlohardson, “Glory to Them Who Trust in the
Plow, " Feym and Ranch, June, 18936,

A3
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made the grestest contributlonz to thelyr zdopted shats.

hen these German innigrents lended sf Cal Spring,
they were mostly Inexperienced in the art of agrisulture
ap prackiced in thisg coundry. They knew what had besn prao-
ticed in dernany, bul vhen they oome hepe itliey had to desml
wAth & different environment and with virgin soll. In Gere
noany they ommed their lond and had 1% tilled by their ser«
vanty; in thelr adopled country vhere sveryons could own
land, eaocl hed %o $i11 Lis ~un fern. Inheritance 4id nod
count. . Roemer in hie beok "Texaes" meds this stotenenti
"Army offisers, counte, barons, noblemen are seen heye
trangformed to gxdrivers, temmsters, innkeapers, farmors,

2
and gervania, ®

Priling, ep. eit., p. 129,

Yome of thege Georuan sehtlers at Cat dpring could
spesk seversl languages, bub it took o negro to nake the
oxen perform. When these book-farmers dquoted Pliny or ve-
pited the Odyseey, or even resorted to polysyllsbie High
ﬁérman, the oxen planidly stood supine and chewed their
cuds. Often resigning the thankless task %o a negro, the
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university gradustes stood aside and watched with aston-
lshment end disgust ss the oxen leaned sgeinst the yoke,
the chaln tAghtened, the sxle groaned rnd the wheels
turned. All thet the negre aeid wes a loud "T.i-ikel"

Mrs. Ottilie von Gﬁetﬁkﬁ in her book, "Was Grossmubter

Sottilie von Gaethk wag bthe daughter of Adolphus
Fuchg. 8See Footnote 11, Supras, p. £0.

Arzachlit" dzew n very pabthetic pleture of thess book-
farmers after they had settled at Cab Spring, when she
wrote:

Wie mochten dem Gelehrten hinterm PLfluge zu mute
pein, wle ungeschick and schwerfaellig ihm alles
von der Hand ging, dis Viclinbogen und die
leichiere Garten Qoheere zu Handheben gewusst.
Aber disese Qchsen, dieser PIflug! Was nuetzte
all Geometrie, mechs Svrachen un Lopavithemen,
e ging nicht. TUnd hielt da nleht zu Pferde am
Felde Mephigtopheles in honellischer Parson und
gpottete wie einsgt in der Hexenkueche;

'Ernaehre dlch mit ungemischter, Speise,
Leb 'mit dem Vieh ale Vieh und acht?

es nicht fuer Raub,
Den Acker, den du srniest

selbet zu duengen.!

FPreely translated, it resdes?

4Miss Almg Lueders, Teachers College, San Marcos
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Taxas, nade the frsnalation.

What Peelings the learned men must hinve hed;
hov difficult and awkword the work of follow-
ing the plow when hig hiend wag accusboned
only te handling the violin bow and the light
ravrden ghears. Thesa oxen! This plow! 0Of
what use were goometyy, =ixX lronguages and
logrrithms. It was futile. And vagnt Fhat
Mephtetopheles himself on the horsebsck, stop-
ping at the field, moeking as he once 4id In
the witeh's Xiltchen:

"Wourdeh thysslf with unmized food,

Live with oattle asz ovatile,

And do not considsz 1t thefd

to msnure the goil from which

thou nust reap.’
But the Publlity of their olsesionl learning in the

sinple task of primitive forming 41d not prevent thelr
naking other uses of 1%. Contempbuously dubbed the

¥letin Farmewﬁ“ﬁ by theilr Llags learned Tubt nore experlenced

o " ol - " g wp

& ﬁmh@y were frequently refervred to =i *y.a4in Farmers”
baa?usﬁ of their university training and thelr knowledge of
Latin.

nelghborg, this group of Germpn immi@rmﬂta »h Gat Spring,
Mastin Oounty, prooeeded to ovgenise o Aprleulfural Bos

ciety pf Austin (‘}mmtyg whiloh ok he eredited with the
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firet efforts in Texes dirested %o the sindy of agriculs
ture and relsted probleme with what we now eall the "aolen-
tifie approach,”

7

Prior to June 7, 1888, A, F, Trenckmann, BRev. Joseph

Andreas F. Trenckmann was born at Efendischen, Mag-
deburg, Prussla, July, 1809. After receiving his education
in a geninar, he became a sucgesaful temcher in a private
sohool at Magdeburg., The citizeng of Megdeburg appointed
him to0 go before the King of Prussia snd ask for politicsl
reforms., In all activitles he was progressive, howsver he
opposed uproar and rebellion. He came to Texas in 1858
and settled at firet in Colorade County, from here he moved
in 1858 o MAllheim, Austin County. He took motive part in
the development of hig sdopted state and community, and was
lergely the driving force that brought about the orgenizs-
tion of the Auptin County Agrioultural Sovlety. He served
ap the first president,

A Ber@mann,a E. Klaaa,g M. Harﬁmann,lo and otheras were

8gee Footnote 2, Bupra, p. 18,

mnil X1ose was born at Roatook Garmani. Hls father
was regtor in the 8%. Pebrli Church a% Rostopk, Emil, after
finighing et the gymnasium, entered the wnlversity and
graduated in the Jurisprudence. He came to Ameriocs
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about 1850, He took great intersst in everything pertaln.
ing %o sgriculture, and was elected the firgt secretary

of the Agrioulfural Soclely. Laber he moved to Llano
County ond operated a sheep ranch. This ranch 1life was
too lonegome for hip wife. He sold out and moved to Italy,
where he bought & villa at Leke Garda, Tyrol, Here he
lived as a retlired lawyer the regt of hig 14ifs.

‘mM. Hartmenn was born in Berg-Rheinfsld, Unterfyank.
én, Geymany, on Septembsr 8, 1817. Hs sgbudl 4 %o bs 8 mar-
chant. He omme %o Texams and settled st Cat Spring in 1847,
He took attlve part in organizing the Agriouliural Sosiety.
He was albternate %o the flrst ssoretiary. Later he was
elsoted peoretary snd served for a number of years. Be-
sides sorving as Justioe of the Pence for (at Spring and
surrounding community, he also taught sohool.

disoussing the gm?ﬁiaabimw of having sone kina of ar-
ganigation In which they could oome hogether smd discussa
problems pertaining te agyioulture, A, F. Trenokmann and
the Rey. Mr, Berpgmann called a meeting and ebout thirty
Parmers met at the church bullding at Jat Spring, and
after a thorough snd lengbhy distugeion, they organized a
"Landwirthechaftlichaer Verein =t Cat Spring' {Agrioultural
Soclety of Cat Spring) for the purposse of developing inter-
et in agriouliure and to =olve releted probiems. This o1
ganization was perfected on June 7, 1866,1% snd incorporat-

1lgee Original Minutes. Infra, p. 94,




49
ed on Septenber 15, 1888.1% Thes emblem of the Soclaty is

. ,

1%pnotostat of the Article of Insorporation, Infra,
pp s 50-*55 .

a plow, sucompanied by a motto, "Hell dem Vplk des ibm
vertraut.* Preely translated, "Glewyy to the people vho
trust it (the plow)." This organization is etill in

exlgtence and keeps 1is ninutes in the German language.
Regenbrecht 4in hig book ™The German Sebilers of Mill-
heim Before the Civil War' gtated: "In ’s}ﬁ.s goolety the
book~Lomers of Millhelm met and exchanged ideas with the
practicel farners of Gat Spring." During its existence
the orgenirzetion had mafde wvalusble contributions in the
£10ld of agrleoulture. In its sarly period of activities
i% bessme so important that the Unlted States Department
of Agriculture™ designsted it a8 an experiment station,

idpne Deparbment, gt this period was az branch of the
United States Patent Office.-

v - = o o s

The records of the Socleby vonsititute a vave contribution
to the story of agriculiture in Texag.

S ’M“« \\;Eﬂ ‘ 25 B3A
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Aepurtment of TDtate.
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B4

To preseyve ‘hha. rogords for Purther uss of anyons who
might be intepested, the suthor has translated the original
minutes of the Booleby, covering the perivd from 1856 to
1880, That part of the minutes, hovever, covering the.
period from 1886 to 1862 is mede = part of thiw thesis.

When reeding these minutes, one ssnnot help admiring
the fargipghbedness of there s-é‘btler&. The Soclety was or-
ganiged for "the purpese of developing an interest in
agrienlture snd of golving rvelated preblema,® Henee theilr
teschings were not based altogether on information gotten
from books, bul gobual resulis of soll depletion and
eyozion as 1% hed trangpired in thelyr "Fatherland.® Their
familiariby with the history of anclent peoples, snd the
dignsters that always followed the decline of ngriculture
gave these men an intellegtnal perspestive far beyond
that enjoyed by othere in thelr adopted country.

It is unforbunste that the results of their observe~
%leng and sexperiments ,M repeatedly mentioned in the

L4 nutes of September 7, 3.856; July 16, 1868; May 1B,
18593 June 19, 1859; October 6, 1888; April 1, 1860; Ooto-
ber 13, 1861; April 20, 1866.




85
minutes, wers losh. Reports of the resulte of the sxperi-
men¥s were sent %o the Depeviment of Agriouwlture, Washing.
ton, and doubtless in some forgottsn pigeon hols somevhers
in the Dopartment these reports still repose. So far enly
one repord has heen looated in the Agricultural Natilonsl
Archive at Washington.:S

1% Kmas, _ﬁaﬂa to the Department af
Wationsl Arohives. » Departuens of LEriouil
D, C., vol. XX, pp. 89-92. Infys, pp. 56«-59.

As am gtudies the mimﬁes of ﬂaé. Agﬁinﬂl‘hural 80—
slety, 1t will w digcavered that thess CGerman farmers did
not meroly disouss problems dealing with agriculture, but
gave legturses on matters pertasining o geclogy, law, human
disesses, sodial activitles, sstrology, botany, and meteor-
ology. This will be illustrated by the fellowing transla-
tion and eomments on impertant parts ¢f the minutes of the
Agrionliural Society.

Record of Maxks nnd Brends
Perhaps one of the Tirst regords of eaidtle "marks and

brends” in Texos wag established by the CGerman farmers ab
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80
Jat Spring, because at the very beginning of the Agricul.
tural Boclety, a resclubtion wam passed, requesting all
owners of livestock to write thelr "marke and brands® on a
glip of paper snd give 1t fo the mecretary, who would make

a record of maem.m

yinutes of July 10, 1886; March 24, 1860.

The Immigration Wuestion
In view of the Ffaot thaf these German soettlers a% Cat

Apring knew what 1% mesnt to lesve their homeland and
gsettle in an unknown country, they Telt very sympathetie
bowards thelr kinsmen vho fled Murops. The Boelety used
its good name snd influence in helping the immigrsnts. A
regolution offering old to these lLumigronts wes drawn up
and publisghed in one of the lea~dlng Geraan nevspapers —-

The Vesglohe zaimﬂg.w Louls Constant, & nevber of the

L77mepe articles arve in the Arohives of the State
Library, Berlin, Germany. Hitler suspended the Voeslche
Zelitung, because 1% was %oo democraile.
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Agrioulbural Sociely, wrote an esesy attacking the ariiscle
sent in by the Sooilety. After Oonstant'a article was read
by the 1ea&ing nembors, a mesting was aplled snd s heated
debalie Lollowed. AY the end of this dshate = resolution
was dvawn dp, requesting Constant $o withdraw as a member
of the Scalety. In laber years thls resoludlon was with-
drawn and Congtant was reingtatod ss a menber of the So-
elety.

The AgrioulBurasl Socliety continued to glve ald and ade
vios to the lmmigrants, and together with the YHouslon
Tuwney Versin,® lesued warnlngs ageinst the immigration
Yust, ageingt zoeepbing contracts from slave owners, end
payling any fees for theip passage befors they left their
homelznd, The Apriculbuyal Soclety and the "Houston Turner
Verein® offered %o 214 thoss who were not able %o pay for

thely own pama@e.w

8minutes of April 29, 1866; September 16, 1866.

gare and guiture of Fymit Tross

S8inoa the Socledty ensouraged the plantlag of fruld

trees, much attentlon was glven to the oulture of frult



troew. The Rev. lr, Berguann, Huver, Trenckmann, and
Himly, from tiwe Yo time, offersd to teasch the members how
to graft and bud frult tress, and how te¢ improve their or.
cherdas. The Rev, ¥r. Bergmamn brought young fruit trees
%o the meebings and demonstrated the varioim gteps in bud.
ding. He rescommendsd that frult tysss should not be
planted too deep, and the trees should be frimmed low in
thing elimate to' prevent the sun from infjupring the bark on
the skem. H6 sald the usefulness of frult trees may be
greatly improved by proper pmxmg and fertilizing,

The members brought oub in theiy lsctures and debatesn
that lye ond sshes were good for siskly-locking frult
Preps. A pear tree belongling to ons of the members had
sproubed weakly ?;1;51. gpring. He transplanted this pear tree
and treated At with lye and ashes. It started to grow and
prodused fruit the next ysar.

A mizturs of liguid oow menure, or a mixbure of urine
snd olay psinted on the stems of fruit trees would prevent
rabbitis from destroying the bark of frult treses, Thie
mixbure was also recommended for damared trees.

Grepe outtings, it was taugh$, would grow better when
laid in the ground with one end up and tied to a eteke and



Gd
gand piled avound L%, so that st leasd one of the solons
wonld be above the ground,

It was ﬁuggesta& that one pint of galt thrown direot.
1y sround ths shem would stimuiabe the prowth of trans-
plonted trees. In the question box an lnquiry was made
whether pecnn trees could he trensplanted., The answer
given was, Thaet a peoan tree nould not be trensplanted.

It was thought that the pecan would grow only from pesds, 19

Pyinutes of Mareh, 1870; Ochober 13, 1672; April 26,
1874; geptember 4, 1881; February 18, 1882; Harch 18, 1882,

The Oulture of Irlsh Potatges

Ynce the Irish pobnbo woe one of the chief sources
of food for *hese Geruen sebtlers b Cel Spring, 1%t becams
necessary to davelop some me‘-i;haﬂs? of preserving them. They
dlscovered that Irlgh potaboes, when piled up in smsll hills
with holes in the genter, wers belter preserved. One member
of the Soelety stated that Irish potatoss could be beat pre-
served by using the following method: Y"dpread the Irish po-
fiatoes out on a floor and cover them with hay or straw. A

flue bullt out of boards ls placed in the middle of the woom
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where the potatoeﬁ sre suresd oul. This fiue <41l permit
the molginwre that Isg sjlven of# by the sotetoes to escepe,
end thue, they vill stay dry and not rot."

To protect the Fall evon of ITrish potatoes sgainst
early frost, 1t weg urged that the sbems be choppad off
cloce to the ground snd then coveresd with dird., Bome
members asseried that helf-rips Ivish potaloes, when
planted, would produce a largsy crop than ripe ones. Early
Irish potadoes, ag one member stabed, ecould e had by
planfing them in a het-bed ,

Dpinutes of iarch, 1870; April 26, 1475,

The Qulture of Cobtbon end Gorn

Quite naburally sotlion, Jfuich was of nHerenniasl in-
Yerest to the Agricultursl Socisty, recelved much akten~
thon, Thay sypsriaented vith differant varlstles of cot~
ton, because they wure anxious to Lasrn vhich veriety
would produne the greatest anount of lint, snd whieh one
would be rust reslobant.

The more sxyperienced Tarners underbtook the task of
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toaching those who had 11%tls or no exnerisnce in cotten
raleling. In several meetings the mesbers of the Soclety
diseussed the subleet, ¥Hov to ralsge sotton successfully.”®
Luring scme of these dlpoussions reveral mermbers pointed
oub that I3 wvould he bebter Lf the lend wene "flst-broken,®
and before plerbing leid off in sousres with = bulltongue.
Lvery remaer elonld plsnt hle ecottor vith o planter, then,
after 1% hed ceme up, he should plow the cotten and then
shop 1t, After it was chopned 4t shonld be nlowed with a
gultivator., This mothad of cultivetion would protect the
cotbon from grass, weeds, and, in case of » drought, 1%
would congerve the noisture.

A variety of silk aotton, eithey Peruvisan or Sea Ig-
land, wae dlseussed by the menmbsrs. Howsver, the majority
of the members were of the opinlon that they should con-
tinve %o plant the variehy of cotton now in general use.

A. F. Trenoknenn reporfted the resulis of his experi-
ment made with cotton. He sbabted that the coltton plants
which he had topped ylelded more than the untopped planks.
The tepping, they thought, should be done affer the sap
had cessed to pass oo freely.

The members of the Soocleby gave very much attention to
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the selectlon of prover cotion seed, To %them a prolitable
Field depended largely upon proper and careful seleciion of
seed, The best method of gelecting seed, they declded, was
Por the famier to go through the f’ield =il gather the cot-
ton froom the eBallks thet hnd the begt frmiting limbsg and
the largest bolls. They thousht 4t best to select the
bolls that would open far snough that the locks sould be
aaglly gathered with one pull. Bolls that opened toe far,
they thought, would let the locks hang out, and eaeh look
would have %o be gathered saparat-aly:. By this method the
farmers were able to select the desirabie types and keep
pure varietles.

Farmers were urged to inberchange cotton meed produced
on sandy land with sesd produced on blaek land., If thig
were done from time Yo tine, they thought, better cotion
could be producsd.

Gptton, 1t wam belleved, should not be planted imme-
diately after the land had been msnured, because fresh
menure would form gas when it sbarted rotting, This gas,
they thought, was hermful to young and tender eotton
planta,

Tn one of the minutes one finds this resolutioni
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1TE wem unamiméusly decided to meke use of 2ll avellsble
meang Lo destroy the cotlen-leaf worms,” Dvery farmer
was Wrged o bulld fives cround their cotion paiohes o
efitract the nothe during tYhe night, The moths would £y
into the Tire rnd would be dectroyed, Pane 7illed with
molecses, or weber melene cut inte halveg and polsoned
with cobalt vere vut at vexlove »leces in the flelds. The
noths 'wo'a_'id be abttrected by the sweet scent. They would
feed on the rweeb liguid and thus be polsoned.

The United Stoter Depeorinent of Lgriculturs appointed
a coumittee, coneleting of members of the Agricenitursl Ho-
cleby, to atudy the origin of the cotton-leal worm. Affer
peveral monthe of careful observabtion, the committes made
the Following repork: "The moths of the cotbten-lesf worns
come Prom the weet, end Mexice, and the motha shay over
during the winter."

Cotton planted in dry sandy lend, the Boclety believe
od, should be trested with sshes o prevent rust. A mnem~
ber claimed that cobton lond treatied with salt waber would
prevent cobtbon weot ro¥. A general experine 4 was garried
on by esome members of the Soclety with menure mixed with
urine and seld o prevent sotton from dyiag from root roi.
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Oorn, & nesggsary crop for the plonser, eame up for
fraguent dlacusglon, The question of propor cultivetion
end proper seed selection wes disoussad on numerous oo
ceslons., One member of the Soclety gave a lesture on "How
to ralse forty buchels of sorn per acre.® He gheted thaet
the lend should be prepared in Jenwary. It should he plow-
ed from ¢ilx Yo elght inghes Jeep. & soeond furvew showld
be drswn in the samws furrow with a bullfongue zo thet the
subeoll mipght be dnoroughly stirred ond oxpossd Yo the
weather., In Meoreh the £isld should be laid off in squares,
and g handful of bawn-yard mesnurs snd gotfongced mesl
thrown where the furrowe ercgged sach other, After this
was done and the gomrn wase planted, the land was to be ocule
tivated in the umial monnewr,

Another member of the Soclety delivered o discourse
on "How %o raise corn without wrain.” In his discourse he
siated that a furvew chould be drawn first with s fwo-
horse bulltongue and then followed with a seooter sweep
thus throwing up "hedg." The "beds" should be broken open
with s socooter sweep snd the corn planted in the furrow
thus formed. This method, he though%, would prevent the
moigture from escaping, asnd the roota of the corn would
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seek the Tertiilty ond wolsture stoved durdng the winter
months, Tris method, if properly ¢ong, he neintained,
would eneble the fryuer to ralse o Paly yisld of corm in
rplte of o dry season,

With the eullnure of comn cene ircethe 1 ALEOBECE,
Thie produosd for the faraers b fod Srring new problens.
The cora ecvl? in perbilovler ceused s prest Senl of dis-
curesloa.  In apite of el the debates the weevils persist-
ed, A nember of the Soclety stohed thot he hed 8 sure
method of destroying this rest. He sugzestced thet the cern
ghould e husked in spring ond noved sbout cocasionally.,
Thls method would dleturb the weevils, vhich would leave
the covheridb wnd dle, becallse they would be unsbls %o f£ind
eny fceod on the oulteglde, Jeveral naembers revesled thel
they had kept thelr corn free from wesvlls by sprinkling
strong salt water, worunwood snd tobacco dust on and be-
tween the sorn. This mathod »»& »roven to be very effect-
ive.in destroying the pesst,

The question, "What caumes bPlight end rust in cotteon
snd ocorn?®™ "How did 4t asttiack the plants?® "How could At
be prevented?? were dlisocugsed frequently snd a coneldersbls

smount of research work wae done, The Questions remalned
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unanswered for the time being. However, after several

years of obmervation snd experimentation, the members of
the Agriocultural Society arrived at the coneluﬁion that
these @;seases were heredltary, bubt that they could be
prevented by practicing crop rotation, and planting seed
from healthy cotton and cormn stslks,Zl

Ryinuten of Cotober 17, 1868; February 13, 1859;
May 15, 18859; July 10, 1859; October 6, 1869; February 17,
1861; March 21, 1861; April 13, 1862; April 26, 1866;
March, 1867; August 2, 1868; Ootober 25, 1868; February
13, 1869; August, 1868,

fare and Improvements of Livesbook

The German settlers at Cat Spring did no¥ only show
 great interest in the care and improvement of crope, but
slso in livestock. During the enrly daye of exlistence of
the Agriocultural Soeiaﬁy, one of the first acte of the
members was to pass a resolubtion to ascertain whether
there were laws on Texas Statute books that would perml%
g community to do awsy with "scrub bulls® that were roam-
ing over the prairie. After a thorough discussion of the

‘matter, the Soelety went on record demanding the. removal
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¢l such livestook. According 6 experience, and as gener-
2lly admitted, a good many bulls with the herd would pro-
duce a grsater number of calves than would fewer bulls.

In order to keep the members of the Soclety informed
on the conditions of cattle and rangs the secrotary was
ingtructed to subsoribe for the *Brenham Enquirer" and the
ifeolorado County Citizens.*® One of the members was ap-
pointed to prepare a discussion on articles dealing with
the range problems, snd present it at each meeting, or as
often as such articles would sppear in the newspsper.
Subseription for the newsgpaspers were to be dlscontinued
a8 soon as they had served theiy purpose.

Hogs received little abttention, at least not very
much was found in the minutes that woenld indicate a great
interest in hog ralsing.

The Svclety received ssveral Chufa plants from the
Department of Agrioulture to be planted for hog feed, The
Chufa plent 18 a kind of sage., It produces small tubers
of which hogs are fond. It is a plant that grows in
Slouthern Turops, but it is also cultivated in many other
countries. |

To prevent hoge frem eating chickens or bresking
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through fences, a member recommended to eew their eyelids
together with a few stitohes. Some menbers offered to try
this suggestlion.

Since horses were the only mesns of power snd of loco-
motion, the members were enooursged %o razige horges and
myles, with emphasis on mules. In a general digcusslon i%
wag bmught out that horses have smaller stomachs then any
other animal. Hence they ehould be glven less feed, but
fed more frequently. '

Emest G. Haetze gave & lecture on the best method of
giving medicine to horere‘s., The old nethod was too danger-
ous, so he paild, because the tongue was pulled out, aﬁd
this ;ﬁmvénted ﬁhe animal ri’qm ewallowing the medieins,
thus allowlng it to run down the windplpe snd cauge pneu-
monia, The newer method, he sald, was far the most guo-
cessful, beaau_se' the medloine was smeared on the tongue
of the sick animal in the presoribed amount,

The ages of horses, they taught, could be determined
by counting the ringlets under the eyellids, because hors-
es between the ages of elght and thirbeen would develop
one ringlet for each year. The ages of the older horses
could be told by counting the vertebrae in the tall.
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As livestosk raising incressed, dissases became more
prevalent, and the farmers lost many valusble heads of
horsen &nﬂ cattle, bsoauaa they did net know how to care
for them. Veterinarisns were soarce at that time, and the
farmeys had to resort to home remedies. To be of greater
service to its members, the Boolety ordered a beok dealing
with livestook diseases. No repords were left showing the
results of their self.made veterinsrisn art, No doubt
such recerds would be of great inberest to the resder,

It might be of interest %o mention, st this point,
gome of the remedles suggested by some of the members,

Chimney soot, salt and alum were recommended for
"Mapa.! This diseass might have been the "foot and
mouth" disease. The loin disease, which is still a
problem in the Gulf Coast Country, was discussed, but no
remedy was offered, For the "bloody murrpin’ one bottle
of whipgky mixed with one bottle of raw milX was recom-
mended, to be repested 1f nevessary.

Symptome indicating thet hormes were afflictied with
bots were, that when working moderately, the horse would
lose welght, or it would not eat, or the animal would
frequently appear to laok at itis own sldes. Chloroform
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mixed with muoilsge and hickory ashes, or meat and herring
brine were highly recommended for bots., To prevent horses
from being afxlichad'wiﬁh thege dissasses, it was thought
one should frequantly glve them hickory é@hes with their
feed.

"Hypochendriasis® {sic) might be cured by glving the
enimel & small knife point full of tartar of emetic every
one-half hour until it belshes. "Hypochandriasis" is &
gplenio dlsorder go prevalent among asnimsls,

The Rev, Mr, Bergmann deslared that loekjaw could be
cured by pouring chloreform on a rag snd holding it ageinst
the noge of the afflicted animal until it falla down, or a
pistol fired near the head of the animal would also ocure
it. When horses werse foundered, it was thought, the hoof
of the affllicted snimsl should be filled with turpentine
and then burned oul,

Injuries caused by the pressure of saddles or collars
should be treated with seversl spplications of gresse from
the axle of & wagon, or by washing the areas with a strong
golubion of water obteined by boiling the lsaves and
frults of thornespples (Bals D'Are).

One of the members of the Socclety polnted out that
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worms in the sbtomaochs of horses dld not cause the death
of the animalg: However, if the horge hsd any other
dlserse that would cause gas to Torm in the stomsch, this
gag would csuse the worng to set through the walls of the
gtomeoh snd bring on death.

Colic, 1% was claimed, weg the reeult of feeding
horges vhen they were overheated. 8ince the horses were
overheated, the feed did nol get a chanee Lo digest and 1t
would gtart to ferment. Thig fermeontetion would create a
dampness or shortwindedness through the sccunmulation of
gascg in the intestinal treact. This ges would not relesse
1tealf and colic would result. This melady, 1% was taught,
could be cured by glving the animal one tablespoonful of
galeratus-bicarbonate of goda, or ocne-half ounce of sgpirlt
of hartshorn very nmuch dlluted. This treatment wag to be
folloved by sloe. The aloe should be well mixed wlth a
tomspoonful of salersbtus, to mske 1t essier to administer.

When the president, Trenckmsann, ralsed the quesgtlon,
“whéther anlt was harmful to Livestock during wet measong?"
Mr. Himly stated that the surest way to determine this wes
to leave 1t to the Anstinet of animols, becsuse in its une

regtirained and free way nature would gulde i%.
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A menber of the Sopiety recounended pulverized ver-
digrlis mixed with honey as & good remedy for gorev-worms
in wounde, snd warts would disappesr when coated several
times with grease, or sanimal might be fed three or four
timee & week s teamspoonful of sulphur for twenty-one days
untill the warts would ﬁlsa’ppeam

Garlic or shallots were recommended by & member as &
sure remedy for chioken cholera. It was thought that a
good meny chicken disenses were caused by too much exposure
to cold westher. Farmsrs were urged to build chigken hous-

et to keep the chickeng warm and é.ry.gz

“%rinutes of sem‘uember 7, 1858; Hovember #, 1856
May 3, 1857; August 2, 1887; October 17, 1858; March 13
1859; July 10, 1869; Augusk 17, 1859; October, 1859; Octo-
ber 13, 1861; Febmm‘y 17, 18673 Febmary 21, 1859 'March
21, 1859} August 16, 1069, May B, 1870; Ootober 17, 1869
Mamh 18703 June 12, 1870.

8oil Joneervation
Although the German settlers st Cst Spring had virgin

#oil that hod not been affected by erosion, they advocated
congervation of the soil and other natural resgources, be-

cause in theiy "Patherlsnd" they had witnessed the results
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of Woth, erosion and lack of conservation,

Jr. Himly recommended that porghum should be planted

Yo cheok erasien,gé This suggestlon came fully seventy-

, 23y, B, Younghlood, Principal Expsriment Stntion Ad-
ninletrator, Department of Agriculture, Washington, remark-
#d; "The minutes of sugust 18, 1861 msking reference to
soll erosion end ite control, santidebes snykhing that I
have heard of concerning soll erosion work.* Letier datied
June 20, 1838,

Tive yesrs ahend of the resént discovery of Agronomic
methodg 6f combastfing erosion, and thelr adoption by pro-
fepslonal soll congervationiets.

It wes pointed ouf by a nember thst everyone should
dan off oreeks snd branches. This practice, he gtated,
would not only prevent soil from helny uvashed awsy, bub
would congerve water for use in the fulture.

The Gewnan farmers snd nermbers of the Agrioultural
goelety malntained that "sourlend" could he nede fit for
agrioulture by uslng propey drainege. To droin swampy
plroes, it was sugpested theb pipes be leld In the ground
t0 enable the weter to dresin. Afbter the sverpy places

were denined, they vere coversd with & layey of send.


sk03
Rectangle


79
Thia, they sugerbed, would mek: the land very productive.
Bandy placesg ghould be treated rith olay o nake thenm
mere produetive. The nembers were urged nct to burn crop
grass or weels 1n tholr fislde, dbooouse 14 would destroy
the humug 50 necessary to retain the fertility of the
soil,”%

Piinutes of July 1, 1860; August 18, 1861; April 13,
1862; February, 1873; Augush 23, 1874; April 18, 1875; Oo-
Sober 21, 1877; March 6, 1887.

To oreste s gréaﬁer interest in the development and
improvement of farm fmplements, the Soclety invited arti-
sang, blacksniths, and vheelrightz %o design and manufac-
ture any kind of farm implements, and, vhen completed, %o
bring theiry iftnventions %o the meeting for inspection by a
comuittes appointed for that purpose. The Soclety would
pay a premium of ten dollars to the one whose implement or
invention should be Pound to be the most prastical and
aoonomical.

Wr., Adelbert Maleecak®® exhibited ome plow with bull-



eBadelbert Malscek was born in Mehous, Austris,
Aprll 21, 1834, He received hig elementsrr education et
Hemtrlze, At the age of twelve be sterted to work og an
apprentice in e Plagkemiih ehop. At the age of eighteen
he enligbed in the Austrian Techiniosl Artillery, and perv-
ed untll 1868, In 1887 he helped %o construct an lce
plant ot Visnna., After his relense frem the aymy he work-
ed 1in a railrosd manufacturing shop unbil 1860, He left
Augiria in 3epltenber, 1860, and lsnded at New Burg, Texas
In November the same ysar. Here he opened a blacksmith
shop, In 1867 he nmoved to fat Spring vhers he srected a
bleckanith sheop. Hers he monufastured msny practical farm
implements. He invented and improved a double ghovel plow,
eultlvabor, cotton planter, a well boring outfit. He was
very much Interesked in agriculbure and weloomed the oppor.
Tunlty to Join the Agricultursl Snclety, and later served
as president of thisx Soolaety.

tongue, and one oculbivator, both of his own design, The
committes, after Ilnepestion, denlared that the plow and
bullbongue were good and practival and ordsred that the
ten dollars premimm be paild to Malssek., Lster he rsported
thet he had designed and built s new oultivator, and in.
vited the members of the Agriculbural Socclety to come %o
his farm and Ainspect it. He promiged %o explaln the
mechanienm and demonstrate its usefulness.

Since the so-called "buggy plow" had appesred on the
market st this time (1867), the members of the Soclety
suggested that they should take the surplus money of the
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Soclety and buy one of the "buggy plows" for demonstration.
This suggestion found favor among the members. At this
time the mowing machine also sppeared on the market. The
question, whether 1t would be‘ wige for the Soolety to buy
one for Yoommunity usze,® wae discussed, However, it wae
.:t‘inally decided that it would be far more profitable for
an individual to buy one to do the mowing in the community.

Every farm implement that was put on the market by
gome concern was inspected by a commiitee. If the commit-
tes found the implement useful, it was recommended %o the
members. The Soclety by thip means tried to protect its
members against fraud, A certain agent tried very per-
sigtently to sell a Brinkly plow to the farmers in the Cat
Spring community. Beosuse he tried so persistently, the
Soclety appointed s committee to make an investlgation,
The committee went into sotion and made a thorough investi-
getion and made its report at the next meeting. The fol-
lowing ':r'epaxvt was recorded: "The Brinkly plow works well,
but 1% has seversl objectionsble features, namely, 1t
pulls too heavy, it wears out too easlly, and ls too ex~
pengive for farmers living on sandy land farme. "

The members were urged by the Society to have thelr
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implements made by the local blacksmith go that they could
see whal they were getting snd their money would stey in
the ocommunity., 26

“Hinutes of July 22, 18663 August 19, 1886; lMarch 17
1867; November 10, 1867; December 8, 1867; February 2,
iggg; March, 1870; January 29, 1871; April 30, 1871; May 28,

A Plan for Killing Rats

When the ques‘e;ﬂ.on‘of how to get rid of rats came up
for discussion, one member suggested a sure method. He
said: “One should take four boards, about twenty-four
inchas long and three inches wide, and na,il-them together
to form a two inches square box, large enough that a rat
can'drawl through essily. Before nailing the last board
on, nsil a bacon rind in the middle of the box, then soat-
ter & spoonful of flour mixed with a thimble full of an-
senic over the bacon rind, and then nail the fourth board
ont to prevent the rind from falling out, The flour and
arsenic should bé replaced two or three times during the
year, Several boxes should be plsced in the cornorib.

Arsenle s better than strychnine, becsuse the latter had
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a bliter taste and kills ralbs and mice immediately and the
carcasses would remain and it would be necessary to remove
them, Argenlc, on the other hand, when eaten by the rats,
would cause them to go for water and die outside, thus
eliminating the trouble nf gathering the dead ones.

To make a cornerdb rat proof, the Soclety thought,
one should bulld 1t on posts, two or three feet off the
ground. A plece of tin should be nailed on top of the post
go that the side of the tin extende six inches over. This
would prevent the rats from elimbing up the post into the
house, because they would not he able to get over the sldes

of the tin.=?

“?inubos of July 22, 1866; August 18, 1866; March 17,
1867; Wovember 1O, 1867; December 8, 1867; February 2,
1868; iarch, 1B?0; January 29, 1871; April 30, 1871; May 28,
1871,

Tle Production of Honey and Holasses
Since honey and molasges were in genoral used as & gub-
siitute for sugar, the farmers hed a few beas hives %o ralse
thely own honey, or went oub 1nto the woods, hunted for bee

trees, and robbed them of their heney supply. The members
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were told by the more experienced ones to plant Reseda, or

Higﬂﬂnaﬁte,ﬁg aB a8 honey produsing plant. One acres, they

2B8Rreseds 1s‘an annual plan%,‘a native of Egypt, but
universslly cultivaded in gardens on account of the sweet
socented flowers.

said, would furnish enough nectar for one hundred beea

hivaa.gg

Ehinutes of July 25, 1877; April 14, 1878; August 11,
1878; January, 1879.

To mske molasmes ragemble honey, 1t was thought that
one ghould build seversl contailners to cateh the Julce as
it came from the press. When the containers werse full, a
bunket full of liquid olany was suppoged %o be poured into
aagh sontainer and stirred thoroupghly and then left to
setile. All impurities were expected to settle with the
¢lay end ﬁhe Juloe would look like water. Thiz, too,
would save the work of removing the foam, when cooking the

judice, 0

Opinutes of January 4, 1879.
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The Remle o Boeheuerls Plant

The Department of Agriculture sent the Soclety several
gpeclmens of the Ramle plant, and asked the Society to car-
ry on an experiment with them, snd meke a report to the De-

par%ment.al

“rhe Remie, or Boehamerias plant, is & genus of plants
belonglng to the nettle family, cne snecie of which is the
source of the commerclal fiber remie. Ramie ig cultivatsd
chiefly in Chine, but elso in Jepen. It ig commonly propa~
gated by roect ocuttinge. In China the fiber 1s stripped
from the stelk by hand, while in Armevicen factories s chem-
ical process 1s used to remove 1%. It 1e & fine quality,
very durable, white end lustrous. In the Orient it is wov-
en into attrsotive febrio. In America the yern is ohiefly
used for gas mantles. Ramle is now heing ralsed in Cali-
fornla and Arizons as an experiment.

The Cork Osk

The Dapesrtment of Agrieulture gent the Soclety several
boxss of cork oask acorns, vhilech the weubers were asked to
plant to determine vhether they would grow in Texas. Sonme
of the memhers who nlanftied the poormne, reportsd that they
were sprouting. Reports, to throw 1llght on the result of
the exzperiment, are not svellable. It is gnite possible
thet somewhere around those old homesteads the pork oak is

still growing.32
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Minutes of April 1, 1858, Alzo Farm and Re -
cember, 1941, p. 41, ! Fars and Renoh, De

Hox %o Ralge Good Shepherd Dogs

A lecture desling with a method of raising a good
shepherd dog was resorded in the minutes. The spesker
sald: "You should taks a very young puppy end lst hin
nurge on an ewe that dyopped a dead lamb, and let him roam
and play constanbly with the ghesp. During this perlod of
%Hraining he should not play with any humsn being. After
he hed grown up he would stay 7ith the flook 2nd take care
of 1t, "33

SBinutes of August 19, 1877,

Humsn Dlgeasos end Ingech Bltos

Due to the moargity of doctors, frontier sebtlers had
%0 depend largely on home romediop. Ths Sermen settlers
of Ont Spring wers no exeeption to thie rule. The minutesn
of the Agricultural Socleby reveal seversl pugcestions and

propoged vemedles for disesses. The followlng are some of



the remedisB recorded 4n the minutes:

1.
2.

e

&,

8.

8.

Sores could be cured by weshing thexm with kerosens,
A solution made by boiling the leaves snd frulte of
Bols D'Aroc wem recommendsd for itokh cnd other skin
dleenses,

Sweet milk was recommended for snake snd sentipede
biltes,

Eucalyptus Globulus was a good prevenkive medieine
for fever. Some plents were obialned from the De-
partment of Agrioultura.

Webtor contalning lime wes indiepensable as & bone
buillder for ehildven,

Bince smallpox wae becoming more prevalent, doctors
were urged to provide themselves with the proper
vacoline.

gunstroke and overhesting could be cured by apply-
ing hot waler.

Every former wes urged to plsnt frult trees, be-
cause Frull was abasolutely essential for children's
health,%4

S4rinutes of September 19, 1858; April, 18%0; November,



8":4

18%1; rebpusry 18, 1872r awveh 20, 1875 m .
March, 1882, ’ » 1875; angust 19, 1877;

Pregerving Pood,

-egetables end Yool

dedern ways of preserving food, or meats and vege-
tables, as well as wood, were unknown to the ploneers.
Henee they had to resort %o other methods of preserving
these articles. BSous of Llhicse methods are still in use.

It‘ wes Geught thet egge might De keptd fresh by cover-
ing them with butter, or packing them in lime. Bubter
sould be kepd fresh by putting it in small sacks snd packe
Iing it awsy in ssl%.

Although wood was plentiful around Cal Spring the
sebilers there tried lo conserve it. The hed besn reared
end oducated in a countyry whers wood was scarce. Thelr
training wag not forgotten. They passed thelr knowledge
on to thelr less fortunate neighbors. The members of the
Soclety maintalned that fencescould be made to last longer
by painting them with seversl ccals of keregene.

ifeat and vegetables ocould be pregerved by treating
them with Baro-Gliceside. Oabbage could be kept fresh by

burying the heads in the ground with the roots up.as
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Srnutes of August 19, 1877,

Elscellaneous Ifens of Intereat

One must not get the erronecus ides thaet these German

Tarmers 2t Cak Spring were interested only in agriculture.
The minutes meke frequent mentioning of natters pertaining
to boteny, meteorolopy, astrology, geology, and surveying.
As one conbinuee to study the nminutes it will be discovered
that the mewbere were interested in the toplos listed.

Rose Elebarg, wrove in her dlrry: "Perdinand Lind-
heimer, an amateur botnnist, csne to Cat S»mring to collech
vorious plentg for a gongeyn in RBerlin., %Yhile on a colleg-
tion tour, he pot lact in the Rraros river bottom. My huse-
bond found him, two deys later, derd. He had honged hime
gelf,"

A menber intorested in botany eleimed thet the "larch
tree® wag a ugsfil trae, heeause 1% grew An any werm
olimete, and the wood wag juet ms goed ns ook wood. It wes
besutiful for furniture. It would meotups in £ALty years,
while % would Take an osk fTree one hundred £1f%y years to

moature. It wag recommended the seed be planted in the
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£211, and thet svery farmer se% aside a plot of land for
laroh trees,

Bome members were always ready o discneg mathers
dealing with nebeorology and sstrology. They brought out
1n thelr dlscussions that the moon grestly influsnced
plent snd snima® life. They saild Ffresh meat, except fish,
would spoll limsdiabtely when butchered during f211 moon.
Ganlves should not be ecastrated during declining moon, be-
cauge the inolgions would not heal., They also teught
that 811 vegetables growing in the ground should be plant-
ed elght daye before the new moon.

Honme members on an occasion predicted a wet summer,
beoaguse thers had besn a long and heavy snow in the Rocky

Mountning.%® Past experiences and observations, they

3Cyinutes of Februsry 6, 1881,

thought, hed proved that, whensver there was so much snow
in the north, 1t would generally mesn a wet summer in the
gsouth..

My, Himly, an emateur geologlst, geve an interesting

ond ingtruckive lecture on artesisn wells drilled in
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Illineis, He 1llustpated his looture by using mape showing
the formatlong of the earth., He auggested, vhen drillling
~wells, one ghould arill vhere ants hed thelr nesta, boocsuse
water wos ghallow ot thess places. A resolntiosn was passaed
ingbructing Hiqly to Ay aore resesrch work in this line,
and to make Wis ropsrt as goon ag he had sollected sufficlent
data on this motter.

The Hamnebersd Tarm Club nglad the Asriculiural Soclety
to suonort a resolubtisn thal thay hed sont o the Ftato Leg-
iglature. Thies resclution agked the Otate Leglslaturs %o
onact & law that rould nake cabtle steeling a felony. The
menmbers digeussed thig resolution, but no ackion wae tzken.
The 9nclety sent a petition to the Ytste Leglelature asking
1t to 2mgs & lzw to give drotootion sgaingt the foo reesing
menece of wslves.

Some members hed discovered that, vwhen a surveyor
would make a regurvey the field lines would vary, becadsme
in thig part of Texas the mapnetioc needle d1d not point
directly to the north. It was recommended that the eurvey.
ore be instructed to sel thelr instruments correctly to
overcome this variation.

The members argued that they oould not have s meeting
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or a soclal without s glass of wine and their favorite
pipe. To encourage the making of wine a reward was offer-
ed to anyone who would produce a recipe for making good
wine, They said: "Such recipe would be a real contridbu-
tion,¥

Since they liked thelr pipes tobacto ralsing was en-
coursged. To produce, they maintained, a good quallty of
tobacco they suggested that the seed should be sowed under
cotton stalks, They discouraged the gathering of tobacco
leaves from o0ld plants, because the tobacco would be of
poor quslity.

Various kinds of grasses were disoussed with reference
to thelr merits and food value. Some members claimed that
mesquite grass was the best yet dlscovered in this country,
Elghty years later, after importing hundreds, perhaps
thousands of graeseg from agll parts of the world, the Texas
mesquite specie ig stlll supreme for certain soil and cli-
mgtic conditions.

The Society found that vwhen mileh cows were fed too
much soprghum hay the milk would turn sour immediately
after milking, and turkey eggs should be moistened with

lukewarm water during the lagt week of incubstion, thus
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preventing poults from eticking to the shell before hatoh-
ing.,

One member of the Soolety instructed ‘the farmers in
protecting frulte againet birds. He stated: "To protect
grapes and other fruits against bir«is, one ghould take a
double mirror and hang it conspicuously in a tree so that
the sun and win could strike it, As the wlnd moves the
mirror back and forth reflections from the sun would be
thrown in various directions and thus frighten the birds
away." '

To prevent rugt in wheat one member recommended the
following recipe to his fellow farmers: "Take three parts
of unslsked llme, well mixed with ten parts urine, énd
pour 1% st the rate of two quartse on one peck of wheat,
One should s%ir 1t thoroughly until 81l graine are well
sosked, and plant it eight hours after this trestment."57

3yinutes of May 3, 1866; October 12, 1856; April,
1866; February 13, 1889; March 13, 185893 April i, 1859;
March 4, 1860; May 8, 1870; September 4, 1872; July 13
1872; Jsnuary, 18733 March, 1873; Dessmber, 1875; Aprii 18,
1675; August 13, 1875; September, 1870; Febwuary, 1875
September 135, 1875; November 7, 18%75; Appril £, 1876; June
21, 1876; Ju."i.y 1, 1877; September 18, 1B7?7; August il, 1a878;
May 5, 1872; February 22, 1880.
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Throughout Chapter Five frequsnt references were made

to reports and expermems,. Although the fact that the
mpgrts ahd experiments were mads, there are no records of

the full reports onm the resuits of these experiments.



CHAPTER VI
THE ORIGINAL NINUTHS

The ninutes of the first meeting of the Apricultural
Soclety of Cel dYoring, and surroundinc territory, whilch
wag held in the church at Cat 8pring, June 7th, 1856,

3:30 P. M.

As e resulld of an invitation extended %o the public
by Rev. Bergmann and Meassrs. Kloss and Trencknsnn, a RUk-
ber of nperconeg sgaenhled todsy Te dispusa the feesibility
o% ovgonizinge sn Agricultunrel Seoolety. After » few introduc-
tory words by Rev. Bergmann songerning the purpose of call-
ing this meeting snd the usefulnegs of an fgrloultural or-
genizatlion, a2 temmorery chaimen sand secrefary were elected
v acclamestlon. The seovetisyy placed hefore the meetlng sn

1

outline of the consgtitubtlon™ which was edonted after a

Lnern, p. 148.

thoroush disgugelon.

Aftey the consbitutlion wag sdopted forty men Qrgahized
hamgelves 1nto 2 soclety end gave evidence of thelr wem-
bership by signing the constitubion., Immedisiely,

94
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preparations were mede for the election of permenent of-
ficers for the comlng year. The following were elected:
Mr. A. Trenckmann, president,
Rev. Beyrgmann, flirst vice-.president,
Mr. Kleberg, second vice-president,
Mr. E. Kloss, mecretary,
HMy. Hartnann, sassistant eseeretary, and
Mr. Soder, Treagurer.
The newly elected officers declared themselves willing
and ready to accept thelr officlsl positions.
A resolution, that the annual dues for every member
for the year beginning June 7th, 1886, and ending June 7%h,
1857, should be fifty cents, wag adopted. Mr. Soder was
instructed to recelve the dues znd issue a recelpt to each
who had paid them.
It was deelded to have the next meeting on July 1l0th.

member

The meeting adjourned.
| Trenockman, president

E. Klogs, secrebary

SECOND MEETING
July loth, 1886, 3:00 P. M.
After reading and spproving the minutes of the first
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neeting, a resolution was adopted requesbing owners of
cattle to write on a slip of paper their "marks and brands,"
and to give 1t to the secretary who would enber it on
record for further reference.

The best way of providing for feed-shortage ceussd by
the drought was debated.

A reaalutt;io—n was adopted that hereafter all regular
neetings must be held on every second Sunday after each new
moon, at 2:00 P. M,

It was deoclded to esgtablish a "question box.?

1% wae declded that the Soclety should subsoribe for
the "Southern Cultivator."® The contents of this paper
gshould be read and explained in German to the members ab
each meeting, Theresfter, it might be loaned to individ-
uals, but for no longer period than eight days and only
one copy ot s time,

The best ways of protecting corn agalnst weevils was
debated.

Trenckmann

E. Kloss, seoretary
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THYRD MFETING
kugeet 10th, 1868, 3:00 P, 1.

The ugefulness of summer rye, which would ripen in
May and would be of good value next spring, was discussed
and debated.

Mr, Sehluens reperted hls sxperiences and the results
of fighing in the nelghboring streams and ponds.

Ways and means of aseertalning the beset way of messur-
ing and weipghlng corn when selling it was dlsoussed and de-
termined.

Rev, Bergmann showed some sanples of improvad pears,
whioch received the unanimous approval of those present.

E. Kloss

FOURTH MEETING
feptember 7th, 1858

Mr, Soder attémpted in a lengthy dliscourse, and by
quoting examplses and results obtained in Germany, to prove
thet the blusbonnet was of great value ag green manure,
egpeolally the blue and the yellew kinds., After several
debetes toncerning this guegtion between Schulz, Himly and
goder, 1t wee decided to ask the Patent Office to send a

large quantity of seed, so that several members would be
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sble to carry on experiments simylbansously.

IIzgarg, Trencikmenn and Schulz nffered %o carry on an
exporiment vith buckwheat snd weport the result to the
Boclety. However, 1t was declded that the Socisty should
furnish the seed. (The weports are not availsble).

Upon the quastion by the president wnethsr salt was
harmful %o stock during wel weather, Hr. Himly answered
that the suvest way to deternmine this was to leave that to
the instinet of the catile, besanse in thelr unrestralned
and free ways nature would guide the cattle.

Rev. Bergmann stated that lye was s good remedy for a
brood sow, whish wag to be fattened during the heat psriod)
1t would make her quiet and cause her to galn weight. ¥Mr.
Reibenstein stabted that he had s brood sow which had worms
in the spleen, the symptoms were that the animal's hindpart
broke down and 4t appeared to have a broken back. The ani-
mal was oured by soaking ite fesd with lye.

Upon a proposal by the president, Mr. Relbenstein de-
olsred himself ready and willing %o socept one-twelfth
part of raw sotton for his ginning toll, since the cotton

orop was 8o shor®t and the price was so high,
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The meeting sdjourned.
Trensgkmann

E. Kloas

PIFTH MFETING
Oetober 12th, 1866, 3:00 P. H.
The minutes of the last meeting were resd snd approved.
The propopal by the directors that the Jociety should

bs called the Agrioulbural Joclety of Austin County was ap-
proved, The Patent Offlce? wag instructed %o sddress all

Prng Deparbment of Agriculture was z division of the
Patent Office.

communicatione to that nsme. The "Southern Cultivator®
from Januery to July Anclusive was returned by Rev. Berge
mann and loaned to a few other members. The loan period
was extended to fourteen days.

How to prevent the unlawful burning of the pralrie was
dsbated. The Soclety would meke &t its business to prsvent
guch unlawful burning of the prailrie, 1f possible, and hold
the violators accountable for causing fires. A publle

notice dealing with this matter was to be placed before the
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next meelling and dlscussed,
These minutes were read and anproved.
Trancknanm

Ylogs

8IXTH MEETING
Hovember 9th, 1866, 3:00 P. I,

¥r, Soder'ta offer o have the meetings of the Soclsty
during the months of December, January, snd February st hls
gbore was asceapled.

The reply from the Patent 0ffice was read (this reply
18 not on record). Howaver 1t was desided that five pack-
ages of sorghum seed just recelved from the nbove office
ghonld not be divided smong the members until the expected
larger quantity of seed hed arrived.

The georetery placed before the meeting o draft of a
notice concerning prairie fires, as agreed upon in the
previous meeting. After some dlessussion it was deolded %o
8dd the Socletyls redquest that =211 gtrange stock should be
removed immedistely. Hessrs. Huber, Engelking and Hegemann
were appointed to draw up a notice gebting forth the twe
pointe agrsed upon snd to beer the responsibllity of pube
1ishing it.



101
The minutes were reed and spproved.
Trenckmnann

B, Kloas

SEVENTH MEETING
Heoting held at Soder’s store,
Degember 7th, 1856, 33100 P. ¥,

The varieties of seced cofn were dispussed snd debated.

Hubey finished hirs educations)l disvourse concerning
the bee culbure vhich was begun in the fifth meeting. It
was decided that in every neeting s short report of the
pravalling farm work for eath month he glven. Rev. Berge
nern was instructed %o tend to this matter.

It was ordered to subsoribe for sn agriouliural jour-
nsl published in the Cerman language. Hr. Huber was in-
sbructed to investipgete whether such a journasl was publish-
ed for the South.

These minutes were resd and spproved.

E. Kloss

EIGHTH MEETING
Januayy lsg%, 18BY, 5:00 P. M.

Rev. Bergmann gave a report on the approasching farm
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work for the manth of Janusry, espsoially the method of
treating peer trees, |

Rev, Bergmann, and Mpr, Huber offersd to glve instruc-
tione on the method of budding and improving psar trees.

The beet method of plenting Irish potatoes and the
raising and presgerving; greon hedges were disouased snd de-
bated.

A committce conslsting of Mesgra. B. Xloss of Mill-
heim, Trengkrmann of Bernerrdo, end Rev. DBergrann of Cab
Spring wes sppointed Yo dlstribute the seeds received from
the Petent 0ffice.

NINTH MEETING
February 8th, 1867, 3:00 P, 4,

Pregident Trenckmsnn divided the surplums reed packages.

Mr. C. WVelhsusen gave o ILec‘ﬁ.uré on ralsing tobaccse. A
debate followed.

Upon the vrequest of the president it was decided to
hold all future meetings of the Soclety in the churech at Cat
fSoring, the regular nmeeting plsoe,

Rey. Bepgmann recommended thet potintoes should not be
planted nesr trees, espeainlly voung trees, because gophers

and other verming would be drawn toe them snd would be drawn
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to them end would dsmege the roots 2P the trees. He offer-
ed young vins pzttinge %o eny cne vhe wented some.

Yeeking edjourned.

. Yaytnann

TENTH MEEPYNG
Hareh 7th, 1867, 3:00 P, M.
Rev. Bergmenn sxplained the nmeaning of an article ap-
pearing in the "gouthern Cultlvator' concerning the ocul-

tivation of potatoes, and hedges.

ELEVENTH MERTING
Fay drd, 1857, 3100 P, .

My, Hinly describsd a gimple method nf keeninz flies
and worms from getting on llvestock. (The method is not
evallable),

It was decided thalt at the next meeting the range-
rent problem ghould be discussed snd considered. It should
be ascertalned whather there ig a law that would permilt
farmers to do sway with "gerub bulls.”

My, Trenckmenn gave informsbion concerning hls experi-
ences with suekers from cane sbtalks. He steted that they

could be tsken off and planted, and that they would grow
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. ‘ 3
It wan Aeclded to have the Gensrel Annusi Heeting of

L)

9Tt will De noted that throughout the entire transla-
tlon, two kinds of meetlngs are msnbloned, namely, (1) the
Geuweral Anntal Heebilug urdlnerily held on the Tirst Hunday
in June of eoach year fo hear the annual reports and %o
¢legt olficers for the yesr, sad (2} s seversl MHoeting
held whenever the meloriiy of the members demended it. In
thils weelling mebbers of ganepel routine veres Yrangseted and
discussed., (Ref. Article VIII of Consgtitution).

e Socleby ob fundsy, Jung 7, 1847, snd $o inforn the pube-
1le by posting a notice on the sbore.

E. Kloss, Seoretsry

- EWRLITH MRRTTING

Gencral Annusl Meehing

June T, 1857, 3:100 P. M.

Th was movad snd unanimously cervried that the annual
dunes for every nemboer in rood stending in the SBaclety should
remsdin PLAEy cents. The wresident, Mr. Trepnckmenn, gave a
reatmé of the sotivitiss and spcomplishments of the Socleby
Aurine the past yesr. The Soclely now had fifty-five mem-
bers of whioch sn average of iwenty-one members hed attended

the meetings during ite first year of existencs. The
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treagurer, Mr, Soder, made his report dealing with the

fineneiel conditien of the Socisty. His report showed that
the 30@1‘5"33 had & cash balance of twenty-one dollars.
Mewsrs. Bergnsnn and llagsmann wers spoointed by the presi-
dent to audit the troasurer’s books., They found the books
to be correct.

The followlng officers were elected %o serve for the
engulng years

Mr, Trenckmann, 22 votes, president

Mr, Hagemann, 22 vote#s, vice.president

M. Bergnann, 13 votesn, second vice.president
Hr. Kloss, 19 votes, seorefary

iy, Hardmann, assistent zecretary

Mr, Relmewshofer, treasurer.

"5 two-third's malority of the members present st the
neoting is necessary for the spproval &nﬂ‘acceptanoe of any
shange in the Congtitution.*

Paragraph nine was smended Yo resd:

“The administretion is suthorized to spend annually a
pum not %o exceed ten dollars for obtaining information and
dete desling with agrioulturs for the benefit of the go-

clety.
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Thls expenditure 1 subject %o the approval of the So-
clety at itae General Annual Meeting.®

Paragraph six wes smended to read as follows:

"For the adoption of resolutionz and like matters two-
thirds ma)ority of the members present a¥ the meeting is
necesgary, and resolutions mo pagsed are binding upon members
not prepent.”

The minutes were read snd accepted.

Trenckusnn
E. Klosas

THIRTELNTH MEETING
July 8, 1867, 3:00 P. H.

The turnip seeds recelilved from the Patent Office were
gilven to Mesgrs, Trenchnuann, Bergnenn, snd Kloss for distri-
bution smong the members.

It wos sgresd %o order from Europs an axﬁuunt of agported
geeds for e sur not excesding flve dollars., This seed was to
be dlrbtributed among the members. An squsl smound ghould be
spent for tress and shrubbery. MHessrs, Himly, Bergmann, and
Kloss were ingtructed to meke the selection.

The mimites were rosd and adophed.

E. Klogs, Secretary
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POURTEENTH MEETTING
August 2nd, 1887, 3:00 P. .

It weg ordeved to subseribe to the "Brenham Inquirer®
end the Columbus Paper in order thst the Suslety cowld keep
poeted an the cattle and ranch conditlens. 1. Hartmann ac-
cepted the vesponslbilily of reading and interpreting the
artliocles in these papers dealing with thie madter,

A% the next meetling Mr. Schluens eshould glve a report
on the Government'e charges for lsasing the public lends
for cattle range purpuse.

The members debated the ugefulnesa of eorghum, chicken
corn, Cregon and Japsnese lentlle, and Chinese prolific peas.

E. Klosg, secretary

PIPTEENTH MEETING
August 30th, 1857, 3:00 P. M.

Rev. Bergmam scted chalrman pro tenm,

Yr, Huber delivered the seeds regelved from the Patent
Office, namely: Gwenty-two bapgs of red vheat, and eleven
begs of white whest from Turkey; eleven bags of hard whest
from Alperls; nine bags of Tuscany #ocf% vheat; Ilve packages
of Argentine Sohickarrss or Spanish peas; nine peskages of
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Peruvian or Lime besns; and a hundred bags of English black-
seeded letince,

A% least ong member in ssch commmity- Oat Soring,
¥iliheim, snd Bermardo- should have the responsibility of
dlviding the ssed smong the members residing in these com-
muniiies., The Peruvian lentils and barley was divided be-
tween Trenoknsnn and Reibenstein.

The oauger for the ovremmy coler of lint cotton were
disoussed and debated.

It wap deglded %o have a frollic for the members and
their famllies ab the next meeting. Each member was to
bring hisg own lunch, and he was also permitted to invite
gome friends. He would bé held responsible for the behav-
ior of his gueefs. This camp mesting or frolic was to be
held at a plagve near ‘ﬁhé ¢a% Spring school house on Konow's

farm,

SINTLENTH METTING
November 28%h, 1887, 5:00 P, l.
Hr. Welnausgen explained an arfiicle that appeared in a
Gemusn newspaper printed in Germany (Vossiche Zeltwng) .
This ardicle dealt with the immigratien %o Enet Texas. 8Slnes
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Mr. Welhausen's report was not complete, Messrs. Himly,

Welhausen, and Rey. Bergmann were ordered to study the are

Tlele in question and make & report at the next mesting.

EIGHTEENTH MEETING
December 27th, 1857, 3:00 P. M,

Messrs. Himly, Welhausen, and Rev. Bergmann requested
that they be given time until next meeting, because they
had not completed thelr study. (The report on the East
Texas Emigration wae not recorded).

It was ordered to call a specilal meeting to be held on
next Sunday st Mr., Schluen'e residence to divide the expect-
ed plante ordered from Germany. If the plants should not ar-
rive by that time, the meeting was to be postponed and held
elght days later.

NINETEENTH MEETING
Held January 18th, 1858, 3:00 P. M. at
Mr. Huber!s house
As per agreement in a previous neeting several members
met 4in Mr. Huber!'s houge to divide the twelve "magnum bonum"
plum plantg. Other plants that were ordered are still in
Hockley. Mr. Kleberg was elected by acclamation to act as



110
pregident pro tem. After the nemey of the nenbers present
were weltbon on ellps of peper snd pisced in & ha%, the fol-
lowing neames were drawn; Slcvert, Relinicke, Amthor, Engelking,
W. Bclnelder, Dekelbery, Franz Heycr, end Relchardt, ecach was
deolared the winner of one of the sbove nemed pianks.

E. Klosg, segretary

TWENTIETH MEETING
Jmu&ry BOth, 1858, 8;00 P. M.
Heating wag hold in Mr. Kloes' home

The plante ordered from Germany srrived on January 27th.
Mr. Robert Kloss delivered them. Seversl membere met upon
ﬁﬁe request of E. Klosgs at his house and drew for the plants.
After drswing the following members recelved the blue Kath-
arine plum treesy August Goebsl, Bolten, Jolm, Himly, Lite-
mann, Harbmenn, Kueffel, Liermamn, and Yagel., Droes and Vor-
beok each recelved e mulberry tree,

Meegting edlourned.

E. Xlose, seorebary

TWENTY-FIRST MEETING
The meebing was held at Schluen's home, Peb-
mary 2let, 1888, 3:00 P. M.
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Lt was ordered that hereafter all mestings shouwld be
held 1n the ehwrch,

It wag deelded ta prap‘we a .11&‘# of the nsmes of the
members of the Scolehy for sach offiser and one for the pub-
lie. Baoi member should report hig nsme to the sesrobary
vheo would preperse g liet and make s report st the next meet-
ing.

My, Mastze offered to ecach member a gample of Wyndotd
corn for trisl,

It was ordered fo instruet Me. Huber, with $he assis-
bance of the menbers, to prépure & report on the work of the
Patent Office, Rev, Bergmann gave a report, prepared by his
committen, on the propress of luuigration to East Texas. |

The report wes glven to Mr, Nagel for sventual publicadlon.

TWENTY-SECORD [TEETING

There is no record of this March meeting.

TYENTY-THIRD HEETING
April 2Bth, 1858, 3300 B. M.
Mr. S8ohul®, a member of the Bellville Agriculbural As-
soolation, rained some objections to the report on the im-

mnigration to Eash Texas; however, 1t wasg signed by the
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Asgoclation., I% was deotded to matl this report to the Vos-
slohe Zeltung for publication. Mpr. Hubsr read his report,
end 1t wam ordersd to send 1% to the Patent Office.

It was deeiled %o discontlinue ths subserdptions to the
"Branhem Inguirer® and "Colorsds Ol%tizens,” but tc conbinue
the “"douthern Cultivetoy,”

It wae deoglded that the Soelety have s f1%ting Fourth
of July celebration., A commitbee consigbing of Umland,
Yaetre, Schluens, Reimershofer, and Himly was sleated by ac-
clamation to prepare plang end make recommendshions for this
celobration at the May meeting.

M, Hubey, repregenting Hf. Hagemann, showed gampleg of
CGarrison prairle olover.

Me, Gleum wee instrusted 4o Lulld ten bhenghies.

E. Klogs, seorebary

TWENTY-FOURTH HMEZTING
May 20»d, 18548, 3:00 P. .
After reading and acoastilng ths minmutes of the previous
reehing, e grouid alionds were 2vided smong the members.
Ve, (1. Anolar shoved his natent bheoard fenco.

My, Hinly made his report prepared by the Fourtdh of July
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commities. As o result of thlg repsrt the nsjority dscld-
ed in favor of hoving thoe celetbration oa Ches, Auslerts
Plece, batwsen H. Susler sad Jinterfs farm, Trhs band should
play from noon until the next woraing, Hr as long as the
managenent permits. MWessra. A. Anglep, Gotlieb Hillboldd,
H, L. Swearingen, Hartmann, John Reimeyshofer, J. Laas, Koy,
Schluens, and Hollien weps eleoted a2z the comnities to work
out rules and regulations for this celebration snd make a
report st the next meeting. The subgerintion totaled
thirty-nine dollarg =nd £if%y cents, This money should be
used for the Fourth of July celsbration. The committee was
instruoted to buy a United Statea Plag.

TWENTY-FIFTH MEETING
June 21sb, 1888, 3:100 P, I,

Genersd Annual Mesting
A debate poncerning ths Fourth of July celsbration

followed. Mr., T. Svesvingen sent e wrilten protest re-
quegbing thet the celebration should be held on Saturday
insteea‘df of Sundey. This gqusstion wae put to a vote. A
large majority voted %o have the celebrefilon on Sundey, the
regulay holidsy. Feast commitiee offered 1ts program for

acceptance or rejection. After s debate the program was
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accepted.,

The constitution was read. After the constitution was
read, a vote was taken on the question whether Mr. Constant
should remain a member of the Soolety after what he had
written concerning the members of the Soclety taking issue
with the Eset Texss Emigration. He was barred from the
meetings by a vote of twenty-eight to twenty-iwo. The vot-
Ang was done by writing "yes" or "no" on a slip of paper.

Paragraph three of the oconstitution was smended so as
to read "annually at the General Meeting in June," It was
desided that the annusl dues should remain f£ifty cents per
member,

Mr. Kloss was eleched president,

Mr. Welhaugen was elected firet vice-president,

Mr. Himly wae elected second vice-president,

Mr. Maebze was elected secretary,

My, Haptmann was eleocted assistant seoretary, and

Mr. Reimershofer was elected treasurer.

TWENTY-SIXTH MEETING
July 18th, 1858

The minubtes of the previcus meeting were approved.
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After some dlscussion 1%t was depided that it was not
necessary to change the constitution so as to bar, or ex—
clude members Trom attending meeifings, because the members
were of the oplinion that the president was vested with suf-
ficlent power to bar any intruder.

The turnip ‘aeeds received from the Patent Offlice were
divided smong the memberg. The letters and report forms
on which to make reports to the department were read and
explalned.

It was declded to inform the Patent 0ffice that the
Soclety was ready to perform the experiments proposed by
the Patient O0ffilce, and requested the department to furnish
the necessary seeds.

Maetze made s report dealing with the management of
Augtin County during the time that he served as county com-
missloner,

Mr. Reimershofer made a report dealing with the ex.
penges ingurred by the Fourth of July celebration. He
pointed out thet the expenses had exceeded the amount pre-
viously subsoribed by eight dollars and sixty cents. To
cover this deficit the subsoription list was to be placed

before those membere who had not contributed at the time
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when the first subseription list was cireulabted.

It was declded to save the boards bought for the
Fourth of July celebratlon and give them to Charles Amsler
who promised to take care of them,

Rev. Bergmann gave a digcourse on "The Method of
Ploughing in Horizontal Furrows," sn artloele appearing in
the "Southern Cultivator.®

A proposal to smend the constitubtlon with reference v
the admliesion end exelusion of membere wee put on the agenda
of the next meeting according to the order of the day.

A proposal to adopt a definite order of the day or

parlliamentary rules wag turned down,

TWENTY-SEVENTH MEETING
August 22nd, 1858
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and ap-
proved,

The following merchandise had been recelved:

l. Seven large bags of whlte Tuscan wheat.

2. Monthly bulletins from The Unlted States Departe

ment of Agrioculture.
3. A blogrsphy of Dr. Brown, and an article on the

manufacturing of sugar and molasses.
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4. A disoourse on an article appesring in the

"Southern Oultivator" dealing extensively with
raleing of French shickens and how to dry fruit.

The proposal, held over fronm the last meeting, to amend
the constitutlon was tabled. An smendment desling with the
soceptance of guests was added to the constibution.

To make the distribution of geed more convenient, the
Soclety was divided in%e eight sections representing various
commuynities.

It was deecided to sell the bhoards bought for the Fourth
of July oelebration to the highest bidder on August 29th at
the place of celebration. vthice of this order should be
posted gt the storesin Cat Spring, Millheim, and Bellville.
The money to pay the deficlt left over from the celebration
should be taken out of the Soclety's treasury.

TWENTY~EIGHTH MEETING
September 18th, 1858
Rev. Bergmann and Mr. Kloss explained the following
artiocles sppearing in the "Southern Cultivator;"
1. Dealing with the different methods of improving
Bodl.
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2. A slmuple method of msking good cheese and the
nagessary refreshments.

3. The polsonous effects of wild oherry meeds.

4. Cold water ms a remedy for burms. (Mr. Reiben-
stein, in connecltion with the preceding subject,
recommends heat for euring sunstroke, or overheat-
ing) .

5. A remsdy for curing lampag among horses.

The chairman reported that the boards left over from
the Fourth of July celebratlon had been sold on August 29th,
acoording to s resolution pasged szt & previoug meeting.
However, a report was not avalleble because the treagurer
could not be present.

My, Himly gave a lecture dealing with arteslsn wells in
general, wlth egpeeial emphaslis on those drilled in Illinois.
He presented several illustrations and plotures showing the
formations of the earth. Upon request of the members, Mr.
Klose agreed to get more information and detalls concerning
these wells.

Max Me‘lasner snd Adolph fSc¢hulze were accepied, snd if
no objections were ralsed, they would become members of the

Soclety at ’ﬂhé next meeting, by signing their names %o the
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sonstlitution, ;

Mr. Kloss gave a report dealing with the usefulness
of the sewing machine bought from Mr. Fissler, and suggest-
ed that one should be bought by the Soclety. This matter
wag left for later discussion.

llore infoymetions were glven about the csne presses,
corn, and cotlon plsnters.

After a report dealing with the wine culture and the
making of wine in Mismouri, several members related their
experiences in making wine. From these discussions and ex-
pressiong of opinions we could draw safe conoclusion that
our wild grapes snd fruits were well sulted for making wine.
{Reports not avalilable).

TWENTY-NINTH MEETING
Octobeyr 17th, 1868

Mr. Himly presided at the neeting.

The minubtes of the two lagh meebings were read and ap-
proved.

Mr. Moy Melgsner and Adelph Schulze were elected mem-
berg of the Boclety, Meserg. Robert Wegner of New Ulm and
Robert Dehnish of Bernardo made applicetions for membership

in the Soclety and, since no objestlons were raised, thelr
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applleations were mocepted for future spproval.

Rev. Bergnenn gove n discourse on the following ar-
tieles appearing in the "Southern Cultivator;®

1,

“
F3

4.

Ba

8.

"“The Method of Irrigating and Fertilizing the
Flolda, "

"Love, Patienge, and Persistence, the Seoret in
the Breaking of Horges."

"Applying Salt on the Flelds ss a Method of De-
stroylng Hermful Insests and Incressing i%s Produo-
tione."

"Gpivit of Harbshorn, Negeasary Medlcine for
Trevelers as a Hemedy Against Bites of Poisonous
Ingects."

"The Building of Reservolirs for Storing Water for
Cattle snd for Hatching Fisgh.®

"optober, s good Month for Planting Hedges.”

Wy, Himly vecommended as a remedy against rust or
blight in the whest, the following:!

First, plant an esrly variety of wheat; second, wash

the seed; end third, spray the goed with sulphate of copper.

A question, how to prevent weevils from destroying

beane in storage, was agked; however, it remained unanswered.
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It was deelded that aceording to experience and as
generally conoeded, a great number of bulls with a herd

will produce s grester number of aslves thsan » few bulls,

THIRTIETH MERTRING
Hovenber, 18568

Mr. E, Klost presided.

After reading and mpcepting the minutes of the last
meetiing, 1t was deoclded to allow two dollare for carrying
drinking water for the past meetings. It was also decided
that, until further desision by the meeting, no more drink-
Ing water ghould be brought to the meetings.

In case that durding a meeting in the winter, a strong
norther shonld come wup, the meetings of the Agriocultural
Soclety should be held a¥ Rev. Bergmonn'g home.

It was pointed out that, beosuse lir. Relmershoffer was
moving swsy, & new treasurer had to be elected at the next
meoting.

Rov. Bergmenn explained the following toplos that ap-
pearsd in the ‘Southern Cultivetor!:

1. "Experimentg Performed with a Sfesmplow.”

2., "he Fapm, the Natural Habitation of the Humen

b4

Rape ."
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% "The Experiments and Experiences with Olover and

Alfelfe ehoved thet Clover is the Lesst Desirable
RBecauge 1t Gives Uneatisfectory Results.?

After o debate soncerning the verlous ¥inds of grase-

g8, especlally mesquits gress and 1%s culturs, the meeting

ad)ourned.

THIRTY-FIRST MEETING
Decegmber, 1858

Mr. Kloss preeided at the meeting.

The verlous seeds: Pollish wheal, Rabray beans, Wash-
ington peas and loe eream melonm, rscéeived from the Patend
Office were distributed.

In plape of the former treasurer, Mr. Dross was elech.
ed by ascclamation. !r, Amthor was appointed to examine the
formey treasurer's books and found them correct. The ocash
balsnce of thirty dollars snd ninebty cents was turned over
to the new treasurer. Hecguse of hils service to the So-
cleby Mr. Relmershoffer, the former tressurer, was made
honorery member of the Socleby.

Tt was decided to subseribe to eight Germen coples and

one Englieh copy of the "American Agrisulture.” The
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"SBouthern Cultlvator' should be continued for another year.
Rov. DBorgmann gave a dlscourse on "Sheepraising,” "The
Crossing of Varlous Breeds of Cattle,® and "Fertiliszing
with Bran,"

THIRIY.SECOND MEETING
Januwary 1éth, 1889

Hp. Welliaugmen presided at the meeting.

John Kohlhoff was adnitted asm s member.

The seoretary reported that he had veceived notice
that the Patent Qffice hed sent the seed, but %hat it had
not srrived, Mr, Himly suggested thet s complaint be enter-
ed with the P&s‘bm‘aaﬁer (General, iY the geeds would not ar-
rive within the next elght days.

Mr. Scohluens veported that of the several varieties of
wheat planted last yeer, the Califomis variety alone remain-
ed free from rush, Nr. Trencknasnn recomnended tha¥ the eul-
tivetion of oats for gresn or dry feed for horses should be
practiced by every Cfarmer, Carrots wien plented in early
Pall would produce s surer crok.

The Soelety was informed that the present chalrman, Mr.

Kloes, was moving ewsy. A general rcgret for hig departure
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wag expressed, and, as an expression of gratituds for his
service te the Soclety, he wes mede honorsry gorresponding
secretary.

Niry Glaum egreed o build a table four feed long and

three feet wide, znd a chaiz.

THIRTY-THIRD MERTING
Pebrusry 13th, 1859

Mr. Welhaugen presided at the meeting.

Mr. Dross reported that the "Golorade Citizens" was
8till coming and thet they, the Scclety, had undoubtedly
forgotten %o notify the publisher to disgcontinue the paper.
A notice ghould be sent immedistely.

The garden seeds that liad besn sent off by the Patent
Office wers recelved and distributed among the members in
the various seotions. If s nurber of members would not eall
Tor thelr allotted smount of seed, 1t should after four weeks
be returned.

In order tc have early tobacce plants, it was smuggested
to sow the seed under cotion stslks., Thils would give the
plantlets shede. 014 end freshly-sprouted plents would not

yield ae well as young plunts.
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Deep plovwing wee [eners1lly zdmitted to be the best
method %o give cotbon & heelthy growth. Meny farmers gath-
erefl corngtialke 2nd 1aid them in the furrew and covered them
up with dirk, and then plented cotton on it, Thig method
would produce loose soil. It was veported that early plant~
ed corn looked glckly, however, 1t could withstend drought
much bebter and produged a good crop. The perisd from Feb-
puary fAfteen to Meroh fifteen wes recomuended as the best
time for plenting corn, and M&fﬁh fifteen %o April fifteen
was the best period foy planiing cotton. |

My, Boder recomnended the culture of Chili clover for
green faed. In hig oplinfon 1t was almost as good as the
YGerman Band Lugérne,“ It pgrew four years without reseed-
ing and its roots would grow desep into the subseil. Rye,
vhen planted alone, would £all down before it gould be cut
for hay. To prevent this it would be advigsble to plant
1t together with osats and English peas.

If polons Trom sweet potatoer were planted, théy'would
produce & good crop. Tar, boards, thornes, and strychnine
were reaommendeﬁ‘to keop destructive gophers away from
potiatoes.

From a genersl discussion it was learned that Duroc
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commn vould yleld three cropg in p veaw. It resembled aBwanp
nlllet, ond n delicicue neal could be made from it

Through pe‘&?sona‘i experiences geversl nenbers voushed
for the fact that horses like %e eat the fry ptems of mugar
millet. VYerious renarke end dlscussions concerning the oul-

ture of asporagus vers mede.

THIRTY-FOURTH MEETING
March 13th, 1858

Mr. W. Mersnann of Millheim wag admittefl as a member.

It was reported thab twelve boxes of cork osk agorns
hzd been reGeived from the Patent Office, snd were distrib-
uted among the merbews. {No records ere availeble %o show
whether this experiment wes a success).

Upon reconmandrtlon by He. Himly, 1% was ordered thgt
at the next resular mestine o fefinite period for exter-
minating wolves through poison ghould be set. Blackbirds,
because of thelir peoullsar usefulness, or merits, should be
rrotected.

Tt wae suggestod thot hops infested vith quinsy be
trented by burning o hole thyouph the skin with a elean

white iron.
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Aev. Borgmenn promised to give g lochure dealing with

froit culbure ab the next nectine.
£

THIRTY-FIFTH MERTING
April 17¢h, 1859

Additional twelve boxes of cork scorne were recelived
and distributed,

ey, Bergmann gave his lecture, as promised, desling
with fruit culture end fmprovenent by grafting and trans.
planting,

Fr. Amthor informed the members that IMw. Congtant hag
sent sn easay to the Vosslche Zeltung denouncing the ar.
ticle publighed by the Boelety. This article dealt with the
controverslal East Texes Imnlgration question. Tt wes de-
olded to appoint a committes to study Constant's article,
end to write a refutstion, HMessre. Nagel and liaetze were
appointed to gerve on this commlites to study the article by
Donstent, and prepars a steteucnt Tfor approval at the next
meehiing, They wepre authowrlzed to geb other members to help

.
)1,

THIRTY-SINTH MEETING
May 15th, 1859
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The stateneny prepered by Fegel s14 lsetze was acoept-
ed ond the ocemitlee wrg ordered te send 1t to the Vossiche
Zeltung for publlontion. (Mis peper is, or was, on file
In the Btete Liorsry In Bevlin, Sepepay. This LAPET WS
sugponded vy Wtler because 1% wee too desccratio).

Heversl asmberg reporbed thet the oork scorns hed
sprouted well, The Fungarien grass dld not sprout so well
and doe8 not nroduce nuch feed.

e, Hmly reported thet he %aed brosdeassted his sotion

end then plow them off, (This paragreph wes not olear).

THIRTY.-8EYINTH MEIDTING
June 19th, 1858

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and ap-
DrPOVEQA. -

A genorel uveeting wes celled tec order ond the members
proeesded to elect the officers for the ensguing year a8
directed by the congtibubicn. The £alloving nombers were
plected Ly bellat;

i, Trenciuenn, prosldent) Fe, Himly flrst vice-
eresident;y Mr. Jglheieer, accon’ vice-nrosidert, The follow-

ing were slected by acelevetlon; ¥r. Merbraun, mecrelary; Mr,
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Kauffel, assistant seorebary; mnd Ur. Dross, treasurer.

P
i

e, Roplseh nade opuplication Tor meubershipy in the So-

[ @]

iety. Since he le sXigible under Lhs by-levs, he expeched

bo be adnitted ot the next reguler neeting.

Mr. Zinly guggested thet paragreph ten to the consti-
tutlon be amended to read as follows: "That in the fubure
all nenbers uush pey, without excspiion, their pmnual dues
of fifty cents by Jeanuzry flvst of the following year, or
recelve o notice fron the tressurer.”

ilartuwann, John, and doder gndliizd the books of the
trecsurcr and reported a cash bolsuce of thirty-three dol-

lars and fifbeen eonts,

THIRTY-BICHTH MOIRTING
July 1oth, 1858

e, Trenckmann presided st thie meebing.

The aimutes of tle Llagt weeting vere read snd approved,

Reév. DRergasnn brought several young peach tress along
Yo the neeting for the purgoge of decorebrnting the varlous
steps in budding.

The president releed e Quietlon vhet to do Yo save
the comm frov weuvilso, After goue (lscuselon and debsobs

concerning this mabtter, 1t was brought out that experiments



rede DY sons pembors revssled thot atveny solt wabtew

W] TR

SRrbltiled over the eom vme Teloafl, Gaea strong scented

waeds proved offeotive in srevertiing weevllic 4n the corn.

Apoao ramady agsinst "Pleps® o routh dissnoe affeciing
2hoc™k) Mr. Sena vaported fhst he hsd ueed vith sucsess chim-
ney sool, ealt, and slum. Ve ueed the sons snount of salk
and. egnot, but e 11%%1e less alom. He rubbed the tongue of
the sfiek enimel untsl 1% hied.

The president deelered resting adjourned,

¥. Hertuann

THIREN..NINTT o Tns
Mipnist 178k, 1058

Mimtes of the pest mesting were resd snd aporoved.

Tt was reported by sore nesbers thet & cure for hypoe
chendxiagis (o0 Infection of the tonells of stock) weg gured
by the use of a enall koife volrt full of fertar of emstic
to be glven every helf hour until the =ninel rclches, or
throws up. I¥ wem 2 surc rencdy.

The meoting odinurned,

Hrobeonn
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Qntoher Gth, 1250

Wirutaes of the Laect senting were vesd snd annroved,

Por "cudns" 1% was recormended to host a nell until ik
wos vhite hot ond then drill e hole with 4t through the
gkin ot the thront. Tt wonld heln slmoet *rmndiaptely. A
bottle of rhisky and a hettle of —warm rmilk were recommended
by sonc nomboevs for stock pagsine off blond in the urine,
This medlolns weg %o be plven once, twice, or as often ag
necessary.

Prepldent Trenckmrnn brounght Eprptisn ngursh seed
along to the meeting ond diztributed 1% arong the members.

My, Hinly emended his motion made in a previous meebing
that paragraph ten would yead, "Thet every member in ths So-
clety whe is in srrear with his dues st the beglianing of the
new business year, shall cease Yo be a member of the Boolely
aven though the treasurer had not sent him a notice.”

Tt was ordered that a date for General mesting be set
et the next meeting.

My, Trenelmann made s report of an experiment that he
had performed with cotton stelks. He stated that he had
out off the tope of the stalks and that they »roduced greater
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retvrn. Thle, hovever, nust be done after thc sap coames

to pare freely. o astlced slea that antton ghnika not froze
en wonld vield n greeter orop, Blon the cotton -lanted that
year. Mo TAaly mugpected $heb eovarsl manbers out off the
pinlis bafere Yhe winter cenes, eaver thes v with dirt te
provent frosh fron injuring thes, end o reke the 4irt off
vhen spring comes. Himly, Amthor, Wotipke, Waack, Berg-
manpn, Trenckannn, (. L. Aaeer, Barben, snd Litzmann agreed
to perform thisg cirepineny,

The seoyetary wee instrmocted to dipcontinue the "Agri-
culturigh. Hr. Xopiseh supgested to svbeeribe for the
Hempgterd paper.

The meeting sdjourned,

Hartmenn

PORTY.FIRAT MIERING
¥averher Sth, 1659
Mo minutes of the past meetins were read and approved.
Tpan the reeomrendation of Mp. Herbtmonn, 1t wae ordered
to oot =eide ¢ oo guftintent to Yuy rome secds to be dlse
trabuted amons the renbers.  Trenchrenn snd Hecoemann agreed

to order the seed se supoested by Farbmenn, It war decided
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to leave the sum of money needed for the seaed in the ftreas-
ury until the seed had arrived.

Mr. Heissner promised to give a lecture dealing with
the "Improved Agriculbural Implements."

If the weather ig agreesble during the winter months,
the meetings should be held in the church, and, vhen it would
be tooc cold, the meetings would be held a% the home of Mr.
Kopisch who wss go oourteous to offer his house for this pur-
posge.

Paragreph was amended to read, "If in a General Meeting
by written ballot a malority vote decldes, any member ceases
to be m member of the Soolety, who has glven his verbal or
written notlce of withdrawal to the secoretary; or, when,
upon notice by the treasurer during November preceding, he
faile to pay his annusl dues for the current year beginning
June 7th,

FORTY~-8ECOND MEETING

January 1lat, 1860
Fred Ecokelberg, Jr., filed appliocstion for membership.
One-~half pound premium Flat Dutoh cabbage; one pound

long scarlet redish; one pound drumhead early cabbage; one-
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half pound early blood tumip beets; two pounds large early
york cebbage; one pound long orange carrots ordered by Mr.
Trenckmann and Rev. Bergmann arrived.

M. Hartmann

FORTY.THIRD MEETING
February Bth, 1860

The meeting was held in Mr. Glaum's home,

NMessrs. Helnike ana Henry Welhausen were nominated for
membership.

The productiveness of the seed ordered by the Society
was discussed., It was notleced that the Early York cabbage
wap especlally adapted for spring planting, and drumhead
cabbage for fall planting. Mr. Maetze told the members
about hisg method of sowing carrots. He recommended drilling

the seed in rows three feet spart.

FORTY-FOURTH MEETING
March 4th, 1860
The minutesg of the lmst meeting were read and approved.
Chalrman Trenokmanﬁ puggested that several members
ghould make & tour to Brenham and vlicinity %o 1napeet'the

agrioultural implements, orchards, snd other useful improve-
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mente. A% the next meetiing a dats for this %our should be
set,

Ur. Himly recommended thaet sorghum ghould be out as
closely tc the ground as possible, because the new sprouts
would be stronger and healthier when they would sprout oud
of the roots lnstead of out of the ptem. It was suggested
to plant cropgrass to prevent feed.shortage.

Mr. Himly gave hls promiged lecture on the culture of
Bois d'Aroc for hedges. A debhate followed. Young Bois dlAre
plantr could be obkalned from Schluens on the 014 Crump's
plage in Ruterville and from Walker's plage at Frelsburg.
Mr. Himly distributed some head letiuce sesd smong the
members,

Mr. Heinlke was admittsd ng a membey, while Mr. Wel-
hausen, Jr., was relected, beoause his nomination was not
in socordance with the congtltution., Chas. Amsler, Jr.,

made application for membership.

FORTYFIFTH MEETING
April lsk, 1860
The minutes of the last meeiing were resd and approved.

¢, Welhsugen, Jr., and §. L. Amsler, Jr. became members.
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My, Sturm made appliocation for membewship.

The projected tour %o Brenham and vicinity was poste
poned, upon request of seversl members.

Mr. Welhaugsen, 8r., through Mr. Harbmann, sent his
sincere regret that he could not be present in psrson at the
meeting to bid farewsll to the members., He sxtended his
heartiest greetings snd promiged to continue encoursging the
future growth of the Socisty, Upon recommendation of chair-
man Trenckmenn, Mr. Welhsusen, Sr., was unanimeuaiy declared
an honorary member,

Chalrman Tranekmaﬁn recommended the culture of tomatoes
as. a8 subgtitute for peaches. As an experiment the chairuen
aleo suggested planting Resoue grase seed together with com
and peags in sccordance with the plan recommended in the

"Southern Culbivator! as & method of ralsing more feed.

FORTY-SIXTH MEETING

Genersl Meebing
June 4th, 1860
I5 wag ordered that the following smendment should be
added Lo the constitution: "That the acceptance of honorary
members be lefd entirely to the dlseretion of the Society.”
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Hereafter the meetings of the Jociety should be held
quarterly, instesd of monthly, every Sunday sfter esch new
moon, during the mow¥hs of April, July, Octeber, and Jan-
wary. A notlce of each meeting must be posted at every
store two weeks prior to the date of the meeting.

The directors were instmicted to order the necessary
seeds for the voming year, and that twenty-five dollars an-
nually should be %aken out of the treamiry for that purpose.

An audit of the treasurer's books was ordered to be
nede at the next méeting, because the auditors were not
ready ot this time,

John Haybmanm was electsd fourth vice-president in
place of Cerl Welhausen, Sr,

Rev. Bergmann suggested that the Soclety should have a
fepbival similer Yo the celebration held three years ago.
After some discussion it was declded %o take ¢this matter wup
at the next meeting.

The meeting adjourned.

M, Hartmenn

FORTY-SEVENTH HEETING
July lat, 1860
The minutes of the last meeting were read snd approved.
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My, Xoplsch and Rev. Rergmann were appolnted to audib
the $ressurer's hooks. The cormittee found the books vor-
ragt. The books showed a cash belance of forty-eight dol-
lars and thirty cents, and two dollers sutglanding.

Mr. Himly suggested that the proposed festival should
be left to a committes of three. This committee should
make all arrangements, .vauggest‘:ians, and reeommendations at
the next meeting in Oc¢tober. This committese should also
get the date of the feativsl, All repommendatlons by thie
committee should be final.

Rev. Bergmenn advocated & closer relstlon with the
Bgtent 0ffice through correspondence and requested that ve-
ports should be sent regulerly %o the office. He also sug-
gested that the seoretary would be insgtructed te draw up
guch report and present it to the menbers at the next meet-
ing for approval.

Mr. C. H. Stuesgsel made spplication for membership.

Chslrmen Himly pointed out te the members the ilmpor-
teance of deamming off branches or creeks #toring water fox
the use of the stoek and provide plaeces for ralsing fish,
He reported that he had formed a lake in his pasture by dam~
ming off oreeks.
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FORTY-EIGHTH MERTING
October 4%h, 1860

The proposed Ffestival was dlscusced, I% was finally
decided %o ham the frolic on Saturday, Qetgber 20th, st
Mare Anglerts Hall, | Every member had %o bring their lunch.
Coffee and other drinks were Yo be furmished by the Socisty.
Any puest brought slong by o member had to be introduced to
the preeldent, and every male of age had to pay hisg prorsted
ghare of the expenses,

The committee appointed o distribute the peeds in his
seotion, reported that they had csompleted their Job.

Cotton glalke when left standing were not as good as
fresbly planted cotton, because they would die sooner and
esgler. Sweet potatoes plented from smell plants could
ptand more drought then slips.

Megars. Stuesgel and Stomm, whe hed made spplication
for membership at a previcus meeting, were accepted without

objeotions.

FORTY-NIMTH HOFTING
Decenber, 1860
Meggrs., Hinbze of MAllheinm, and Luedke made applica-

tion for membership. Mr, Kloass, whose applicetion was
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overlooked at the lash meeting, was unanimously declared a
member.
It was dsolded that hersaftor tha 8oclsty should ageln
hold its mestinge monthly instesd of quarterly.
The meeting sdlourned.

M. Hartmann

FIFPIETH MEETING
February 17th, 18861
Rev, Bergmann gave a leocturs dealing with the advan-
fages of planting and treating pear trees. He especlally
recommended thet the pear tree should be planted shallow.
Hr. Trenckmann resommended the painting of the stems of
young pear trees with a mixzbure of clay and cow manure as a
proteotion agalnst rabbits. He also gave a talk on the cul-~
ture of s#ilk cotton. However, the majortity of the members
present were of the opinion that we should continue to plant
the variety now in genersl use. Mr. Trenckmann also recom-
nended that rhubarb should be planted, and Hungarian grass
be sowed, bacause 1t was especially adspted for feeding and
graning.
Hintze and Luodie wewe pecented ag nenbers, snd Bubsek,

Howe, Severin, Brune, Chester Eckelberg, end Olam
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Bvenringen, Jdr., nede eppilcation,

FIFTY-FIRST MEETING
March 24th, 1861

The minutes of the last meeting were reed snd approved.

Buback, Severin, Howe, Brune, Chester Eckelberg, and
Clem Bwearingen wore nccepted =8 members.

It wag ordeved to glve the flsg of the Sceiety %o ¥r.
Mroes for safe-~keeping, and thet no one hed the right %o
say how the flag should be taken care of, except by order
of the focliety.

Upon request the verious seotions of the LHstray Law
were explsined by Hartmenn., Mr. Hagemann offered to prepare
g liet of "werk and brend" for the members., This list should
be supplezented by members and be posted in the Soclety's
hell., If s member ghould find some stock roaming around, it
would be hip duby to notify the floclety, or post it in the
hall,

Opinions and dlgsussions concerning the various types of
threshing machines weve heard, hewever, no definite cholece of
type wag nmade.

Tt wag found that seeds stored sway uwith sulphur were
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net eaton by weovils but iV geruineted, however, the seeds
stored away with cemphor were found to hsve lost their
vitellily, Leceuse the eubrye wes destroyed. The sced wes
not destroyed by weevila,

¥. Hertienn

FIFTY-SECOND MEETING
April £0th, 1861

The minutes of the previgus mesting were resd and ap-
proved.

My, Himly questioned the legslity of the minubtes of the
two previous meetings, becsuse st the General Annual Meeting,
June 4, 1860, it was decided that the members could meet
only every three months, and that such dee¢lision could only
be set aslde st the Genepsl Meeting., It wes then declded
that a CGeneral Meeting should be called %o decide whether
the membeys sghould hereafter meet monthly.

Mr., Soechting was declsred & member.

FIFTY~THIRD MEETING

Seneral
June &th, 1881

geting

The constitution was read by Mr. XKeuffel, acting
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secratary, end chelrman Trenckmann appointed Hinly and
Welhausen to sudit the tressurer's booka. They reported

that they were correcth and showed & receipt of

$84.88
37.77 Expenses

g

$47.08 Cagh on hend
The following offloers were sleobed by acclamation:
G, HMaetze, president,
W. Xeuffel, first vice-president,
A, Hagemann, second vice-president,
iI. Harimann, secretary,
Krancher, asslstant eecrelary, and
Drosgs, treasurer,

It was devided thab, until further actions, the So-
olety should meet svery twe months, and that the sgecretary
must post a notice at the store al lesst elght days before
guch mpeting.

The annual dues of f47ty cents remsine the same for
the ensuing year.

The meeting adjourned.
M. Hartmann



144
FIFTY-FOURTE MIETING
August 18%h, 1861,

Mr. San Meyer wee scteptsd oe a member.

804l erosion can be lessened by planting gorghum,
provided the weshing is not too severe.

It was decided that the surplus money of the Soclety
ghould not lay 1dle, I% ghould be loaned %o members atb
ten per cent. In aocordance with this resolution, the sum
of forty dollare wae loaned to Franz Drose, with the pro-
viso that 1% could be recslled upon e three monthe notice.

Hagewann and Cerl Pslm signed the note as sureties.

¥, Hertmann

FIFTY-FIFTH MERTING
Oetober 13th, 1261
The minutes of the last meeting were resd and approved.
It wap avdered thet, hereofter, rew members admitted
muet nay in addition to the snnuel duss sn sdmiselon fee of
P49%y centbe,
Rev., Bergaemn Coecloref thet look]aw suong horses could
be oured with chloreforn. The chlovoform should be poured

on e reg vhich ghovld be held =gzzinst the ncee nf the
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afflicted animal until it breaks down. TIf = plstol was

Tired near the afflicted animal's head this would produce
the deslired result,

Chalrmen Maetze gave a lecture on a late report by the
Patent Office Commissloner, This report dealt with an im-~
proved method by a German veterinarian surgeon, of glving
medicine to horses. The report stated that the old method
of pulling the tongue out was a dangerous practice, becsause
In dolng so, the anlmal would be prevented from swallowing
the medlcine., The medicine might run down into the wind-
pipe and into the lungs and cause pneumonia., The new meth-
od was by far the most auccessgful and effectlve, because
the mediecine would be smeared upon the tongue of the slck
animal in the prescribed amount.

Ur, Himly agreed to continue at the next meeting the
disoussion on a sublect of his own cholce.

The meeting adlourned.

M. Hartmann

FIFTY~8IXTH MEETING
April 13th, 1862
The minuteg of the meeting of October 13, 1861, were
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read and approved.

The dquestlon vwhat caused blight or rust, how it at-
tacked plants, and how it could be prevented, caused a
splrlted debate. However, the question remsined unanswered
at thls tims,

It was agreed that the next meeting in June should be
a General Annual Meeting. The treasurer was instructed to
take no further action against those members who, so far,
had failed to pay thelr annusl dues.

The matter of bullding permanent reservolre at a low
cost was consldered.

Rev. Bergmann recommended the cultivation of rye,
wheat, and barley for feed purpose.

M. Hartmann

. FIFTY.SEVENTH MEETING

General Annusl Meebting

July, 1862
The minutes of this meeting were incomplete. The
greater part of the minutes could not be translated, because
the writing had faded so much that it could not be read.

These, too, were the 1logt minutes of the Soclely on
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record until July 23, 1865. This period of inactivity on
the part of the members of the Agricultursl Society was
due to the Clvil War, which was raging at this time. How-
ever as goon ae the war olouds hed cleared away, the old
members, true to form and established princlples, immedi-
ately set to work to revive the organizsation so dear to
them. A meetlng was called for reorganization purpose on
July 23, 1865. Some very interesting activities were re-

corded.
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CONSTITUTION
The following constitution of the Agricultural So-
clety of Cat Spring and Surrounding Territory was adopted.

Article I
The officisle of the Agricultural Society of Cat Spring
and surrounding territory are to be president and two vice-
presidente, a gecretary and asslstant secrebary, and a

cashier.

Artiecle IT
The election of the officials is to be by secret ballot
and a majority of the members present determines the re-
pults, In exceptional cases, when a member demands it, such

an election may be by moclamatlon.

Artiele IIX
Any male pergon of at lemst sixteen years of age and

of good morsl character may become a member of the soclety.

Article IV
The purpose of thig Soclety is solely to develop an

interest in agriculture, and to solve related problems.
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Article V

The Boclety shell hold regular meetings in an appoint-
ed plscwe, the time of meeting 1s to be decilded st some laster
date, temporarily in the church bullding a% Cat Spring,
where resolutions are to6 be formed, and educstionsl snd en-
tortaining lectures, and discussions of agricultural matters

are 1o be held,

Article VI
Resolutlons can be drawn up and passed only when one-

half of the members of the Soclety are present. In case a

tle, the president will cast the decliding vote.

Arbiocle VIT

In urgent cagep the president is authorized to call a
special mesting. A notice of such special meetings must be
posted by the president elght days prior to the date of the

meeting.

Arttole VIIT |
Every year in the month of June the Genersl Annugl Meet-

ing must be held to hear the varlous reports. In this meet-

ing the annual dues for the coming yesr are %o be determined;
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officlals'! reports dealing with the actlvities and achleve-
nents of the Soolety are to be given; the statement dealing
with the finanelsl conditlons ls to be made; and new offl-

clals for the coming year are to be chosen.

Artiele IX
The administration is %o contact the Patent Office in
Washington. It is aleo auvthorirzed to contact similar So-
clsties in order to obtain information concerning agricul-

ture,

Artlele X
A person ceases to be a member of the Soslety when he
maites an oral or written statement of withdrawal to the
secretary, or when he at the end of the year ignores the
invitation from the treasurer to pay hils dues, or when in

the General Meeting the majority request his withdrawal.

Artiole XI
Any amendments to the congbitution, which must bhe re-
ported in & pfevious meeting, can be suthorlzed only when
two-thirds of the membera approve.

The following i1s a list of those sceepted se members
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gt the first meeting of the Agricultursl Society in the
church at Cat 8pring, June 7th, 1856;

Slgned
E. Kloss L. Constant Wm. Schnelder
Vornkehl Louls Brune Johann Glaum
E. Bergmann* Fr. Sens Charles Necker

4Hls real name geems to have been Joseph A. Bergmann.

BE. G. Maetze Jacob Kinkler W. 8cheller

H. Nagel B. Biegert F. Drosgs

E. Kleberg R. Goebel F. Fanentzky

A. Koplsch A, Goebel A. C. Sohulze
¥. Melgterlin F. Soder Johann Laas

¢. Relbenstein H. Auensel Wilhelm Keuffel
C. Welhausen A. Regenbrecht Ludwig Litzmann

Charles Sehneider G. Hirsch

John gehluens
¢. Palm
J. Relmerghoffenr

The following nsmes were slgned after 1856:

. Kretzgchmar E. N. Clarke

John Krancher Robert Berner Frans Langhammexr

Karl Melganer Kluver Christ Meyer
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5
Bignatures of menmbers contlinued;

, 5The names appear in the game order ams they were
glgned to the original document. A few corrections in the
gpelling of the names were made to agree wlth the spelling
at other places in the minutes. In gome cvases the de~
scendants do not write thelr names today ag thelr ancesbors

did.,

H. Umland
John Slegfrisd
Chag. Amsler
John Holllen
H. Amgler
8chnelder Relnicke
M. Hartmann

A. Hagemamn

F, Hamm

H. gievert

H. Bolton

A. P, Trenckmann

These names signed after 1866:

Johann Vorbsck Johann Salomon
¢. Niemann I, Prahnm
¥. Bekelberg G. Waack

Henry Amthor, 8r.
F., Engelking

Herer
R. Beoker, M, D.

Wilhelm CGaetke

F,
F.

Johanmn Liermenn H, Welhausen
W. Brune
B

0. Relchardt H, Stuesssl

B, F. Mueller Karl Howe

I, Hueller F. Litedecke

Salomon Ohrisgtian Hckelberg
Hingst C. Severin

fi. dohn August Soschting
Frits Amsler Somuel Meyer

E. L. Theumann, and 278 others that

glgned in later years.



APPOHDIE "pH

Gat Spring, Austin County, Texas, December 1, 1875.

Wir dle folgenden Buerger von Cet Spring, vereinlgen

uns heute den Ersten December, 1875, um eine Gesellschaft

z4 bilden, welche den Namen Cat Spring Schulverein fuehren

goll:

A, Hlrsch
Franz Peter

C. L, Dittert
I. Keding, Sr.
I. Hubewr
Theodore Meyer
W, Kooppen

Bam MHeyer

J. Gloum

Albert Kveton
A. Ditterd
Casper Stuessel
W. Wotipka
Frenz Glueck, Jr.
H. Schuette

W, Hartmann

J. Hrenitzky

Chartor membors

Dr. F, A, Schmidt
H, Lenghammer

4, Kinkler

A. Ewald

A. Luedecke

John Ifaw

J. Schwanheclk
John Hartuznn

. Howe

A. Soechting
Rudolph Braesicke
¢. Sell, S».
John Mirzwick
Cerl Brast

H. Hess

H. Sievert

J. Baade

W, Kveton

H. Hassler

8. Gloor

Herm. Zens

A, Malecek

Franz Glueck, 8r,
Chr. Schwenbeek
John Suhr

F, ¥inkler

Fred. Schwanbeck
A, Breesicke

J. Doligel

¥, Koy, Sr.

Fr. Eckelberg

E. Buchtien

J. Schlapota
Theo. Glueck
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AFFEMOTX g

LIST OF LETTERS FROM TEXAS IN THE "LETTE
RIRORTY, RSBAYS, WIC." OF THD pAvENT
OFFICE, 1849.1860

- R B

Letter in response to a olrcular of the Patent Office,
dated July 28, 1849, inviting Ythe friends of agricul-
ture to communicate the result of their observation end
exporlence, " stating that "whatever mar have been test-
ed and found new snd useful practice, together with im-
portent agrioultursl statisties, will b2 acceptable."

From I. Besumont, Lavaca, Texas, Nov. P25, 1849,

Letters in remponse to the Patent Office circular of
July 9, 1863, to postmagters throughout the country,
requesting the names and postoffice addresses "of the
more enterpriging and practical” farmers 4in the coun~
tles, snd suggesting that officers of asgricultural so-
eletles furnish the naznes of members to whom the Agri-
gultural Reports and geeds of the Patent Office might
he dietributed. Apg 2 result of this eircularizetion,
many agriculiursl sccistles wore formed, to become dls-
tributing centers for reporis ond geeds. The following
letters were recelved:

From Nell McGaffey, Georgetown, Texas, October 29,
1853, Vol, IV, P, 725,

My, ¥olaffey stated the ciroular wags handed to
him by the postmaster, since he wes the only clti-
ven. in the county who had joined the Stete Agricul-
tursl ‘Hociety, and added thal lnterested cltizens
Ighall soon be able to orgenize a very respechable
county assoclation, embracing both the agricultural
snd mechanieal, and to mveil ourselves of your

proffered kindness.”
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0., Letterg from Agrlsuliursl 8ocietlies, ag follows:

Payette County Agrilcwltursel Socilety

Albert Glessoke, VWeet Hilleresk, Texas, Dee. 18,
1884, VYol. VI, p. 237, snnouncing the forma~
tion of the soolety and requesting seeds for
dlstributlon among its menbers and agreeing
%0 report upon them. '

Albert Glesecke, West Milloresk, Texas, Oct, 17,
1858, Vol. VII, p. 875, complaining sbout
the pillfering of bthe seeds intended for the
soolety by the postmaster,

Alvert Olegpecke, Wast Milloreek, Texas, Nov. 185,
1888, Vol. VII, p. 1085, acknowledging re-
calpt of ten copies of the 1654 Report, and
complaining that the sea kale geed, the
gllver buckwheatl, the turnip seeds, the Carob
tree meed, the Spaniglh onlons, =snd the hemp
geed have not yet crrived; also offering %o
try avrow wot, rhwberb, gsllerdone, large
Hght celored lenbils, esrth-zlimonds, prunes,
relsin grepe vines, =nd Peragusy tea.

Albert Glesecks, illlloreek, Texas, Nov. 1§, 1855,
Vol. VII, p. 1105, submitiing agricultural
report.

Albert Giemecke, Milloreek, Texas, Aug. 2, 1867,
Vol. XVI, p. 458, acknovledging receipt of
white goft wheat seed.

Gonzeles County Aprlculinrsl Soclety

Tdmund Bellinger, CGouzales, Texas, Oobt. 27, 18885,
Vol. VII, p. 921, revorting upon the forma-
tion of the Gonzaies County Agricultural So-
clety.

Edmund Bellinpgey, Gonzales, Texss, Jan. 25, 1856,
Vnl. X, », 281, requesting books and seeds
for the egoclely.

George W. T. M1y, Aug. &, 1858, Vol. XII, p. 43,
reporting on sgricultural aonditions.

H. B. Nicheols, Oct, 17, 1886, Vel., XII, p. 515,
reporting on Turkigh bent wheat ylelding
101-2/3 Tushels per acre.
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Fayebts Cownty Apricultursgl Society
G. ﬂarckmann, LaGrange, Texas, Feb. 5, 18857,
Yol. XV, ». 667, announcing th= organiva—

ticn ef the sonieﬁv and requegtlng geeds
for dlstrlbution among Lts members.

Jackson County Agricultural (lub
D. Pennett, Texana, Texas, Nov. 12, 1857, Vol.

AVII, p. 239, solieiting donations Gf seeds
and rppawts.

RBell County Agriculbural Soclety
A. Margchalk, Belton, Toxas, (alsc editor of the
Belton Independent), Nov. 24, 1AB7, Vol,
XVITI, p. 7, requestxng seeds.
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