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PREFACE 

Mot iva t ion  f o r  t h e  w r i t i n g  of t h i s  paper came from many sources : 

Dr. C e c i l  0. Hahn, chairman of t h e  H i s t o r y  Department suggested t h a t  a  

h i s t o r y  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  Col lege ,  which had n o t  been compiled 

s i n c e  1939, might be a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o p i c ;  D r .  Leland E. Derr ick ,  Dean 

of t h e  Graduate  School ,  adv i sed  t h a t ,  whi le  a  complete h i s t o r y  of t h e  

co l lege  would be beyond t h e  limits of a  m a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  a  s tudy  of 

t h e  Flowers ' a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  would be a va luab le  cont r ibu t ion .  Since 

many of t h e  ou t s t and ing  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  development of t h e  co l l ege  have 

t r ansp i r ed  i n  t h e  p a s t  twenty-f i v e  y e a r s ,  i t  seemed proper t o  br ing 

t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  u p  t o  d a t e .  

The purpose of t h e  f i r s t  two chap te r s  i s  t o  survey t h e  h i s t o r y  

of t h e  c o l l e g e  from i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  1903 t o  September 1, 1942, when 

John Gar land Flowers became p r e s i d e n t ,  and t o  record  b iographica l  

information abou t  P r e s i d e n t  Flowers.  The remaining chapters  d e a l  with 

the  growth o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  i n  two main a r e a s :  t h a t  of the  curriculum 

and teacher  educa t ion ,  and t h a t  of t h e  c o l l e g e  p l an t .  The f i n a l  chapter 

records some of t h e  ou t s t and ing  a s p e c t s  of Dr.   lower's term of o f f i c e .  

The paper i s  no t  in tended  t o  be a n  eva lua t ion  of P re s iden t  Flowers or 

of h i s  t e n u r e  of o f f i c e ,  b u t  t o  r eco rd  a s  a c c u r a t e l y  a s  poss ib l e  some 

of t he  ou t s t and ing  phases ,  e v e n t s ,  and changes du r ing  t h e  twenty-two 

year per iod . In fo rma t ion  concerning t h e s e  developments i f  n o t  obtained 

now, might be  u n a v a i l a b l e  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  and v e r i f i c a t i o n  of events  



by those  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  them or observed them, impossible ,  

One of t h e  problems i n  w r i t i n g  contemporary h i s t o r y  i s  access  t o  

primary m a t e r i a l s .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  some of t h e  c o l l e g e  r eco rds ,  such 

as  minutes of t h e  Board of Regents meet ings,  Aud i to r ' s  Reports ,  Minutes 

of Facul ty  meet ings ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Board of Regents,  

and t h e  l i k e ,  have a g r e a t  d e a l  of informat ion  of a personal  n a t u r e  

concerning many people s t i l l  involved i n  t h e  co l l ege ,  and such r eco rds ,  

t he re fo re ,  were not  a v a i l a b l e .  Another d i f f i c u l t y  i s  t h a t  much of t h e  

mater ia l  needed f o r  a complete and thorough work i s  s c a t t e r e d  i n  so  

many d i f f e r e n t  p l aces  t h a t  it would involve  a g r e a t  d e a l  of time on t h e  

part  of t o o  many c o l l e g e  personnel  t o  make t h e  informat ion  a v a i l a b l e .  

Information was ob ta ined ,  however, from some reco rds  on f i l e  i n  t h e  

R e g i s t r a r ' s  O f f i c e  and t h e  Of f i ce  of F i s c a l  A f f a i r s ,  and acknowledgement 

of such h e l p  i s  hereby expressed.  

There a r e  advantages,  however, i n  t h i s  t ype  of s tudy:  a g r e a t  

many people can r e c a l l  c e r t a i n  even t s  as t h e y  happened, and personal  

in te rv iews have been a va luab le  source  of informat ion .  P a r t i c u l a r  

apprec ia t ion  i s  extended t o  John G .  Flowers,  Jr . , son of Pres ident  

Flowers; t o  D r .  Al f red  H. No l l e ,  dean emer i tus  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  

College; and Bruce Roche, chairman of t h e  Journal ism Department and 

d i r e c t o r  of t h e  c o l l e g e  news s e r v i c e .  One of t h e  most va luable  sources 

of informat ion  was a series of t h r e e  one-hour t a p e s  made by D r .  Flowers 

under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Mr. Roche f o r  use i n  an  a r t i c l e  about t h e  

president  f o r  t h e  Aus t in  American-Statesman upon h i s  r e t i r emen t  i n  August, 

1964. I n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  D r .  Flowers gave h i s  philosophy of educat ion as 

w e l l  a s  much b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n fo rma t ion  and h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  concerning 



t h e  c o l l e g e .  The author  made a t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of these  tapes t o  f a c i l i t a t e  

t h e i r  use  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Another source  of informat ion was t h e  b o o k .  

Emphasis Upon Excellence authored by D r .  William F. Brown and v a r i o u s  

members of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f  of t h e  c o l l e g e ,  including P r e s i d e n t  

Flowers, who wrote  t h r e e  of t h e  eleven chap te r s ,  The College Ca ta log ,  

publ ished y e a r l y  s i n c e  1903; The College Star, weekly p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  

c o l l e g e ;  and t h e  l o c a l  weekly newspaper, t h e  San Marcos Record, were a l l  

most h e l p f u l  sources .  

Beginning i n  1911, when t h e  s t a t e  created a s i n g l e  Board o f  Regent: 

f o r  a l l  s t a t e  normal schools  of T exa s ,  t h e  r e p o r t s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  

s ta te  c o l l e g e s  t o  t h e  Regents were p r i n t e d  and cop ies  of t h e s e  a r e  i n  t h e  

Southwest Texas College l i b r a r y .  Some of t h e s e  provide va luab le  and 

a c c u r a t e  d a t a .  Information used i n  Chapter I was obtained from t h e  

Minutes of t h e  C i t y  Council of San Marcos housed i n  t h e  Ci ty  Hall and 

from t h e  Hays County Courthouse i n  San Marcos, where copies of t h e  

deeds  and deeds  of t r u s t  a r e  recorded,  Also of g r e a t  h e l p  were t h e  news 

r e l e a s e s  and b iograph ica l  sketches  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  news s e r v i c e  f i l e s .  

Great  thanks and a p p r e c i a t i o n  go t o  Dr, Emmie Craddock, who as 

chairman of t h e  t h e s i s  committee, supervised t h i s  study; her c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

i n  t h e  unusual ly  long d e l a y  i n  completing t h i s  paper i s  g r a t e f u l l y  

acknowledged. To Professor Tom W .  Nichols ,  who provided i n v a l u a b l e  

m a t e r i a l s  from t h e  papers of Dr. C e c i l  Evans t o  which he has been g iven  

f u l l  a c c e s s ,  and t o  Dr. William C .  Pool ,  t h e  t h i r d  member of t h e  t h e s i s  

committee, a p p r e c i a t i o n  i s  a l s o  expressed.  The guidance and d i r e c t i o n  

of Dr. D e r r i c k ,  Dean of t h e  Graduate School, i s  a l s o  deeply  a p p r e c i a t e d .  
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CHAPTER I 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE PRIOR TO 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF JOHN GAFLLAND FLOWEXS 

I n  The Beginning 

I A s  e a r l y  a s  1861, Ferg Kyle, f o r  whom t h e  town of Kyle was l a t e r  

named, i s  s a i d  t o  have envisaged a school  on t h e  spo t  where Southwest 

Texas S t a t e  College now stands.  The C i v i l  War, Reconstruction, and 

o ther  t h i n g s  in te rvened ,  however, and not  u n t i l  four decades l a t e r  d i d  

Kyle, then  Texas s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from the  ninety-eighth d i s t r i c t ,  

make a motion t o  t ake  up Senate B i l l  142, and thus  h e l p  f u l f i l l  h i s  

dream of a school  on Chautauqua H i l l .  This b i l l ,  e s t ab l i sh ing  Southwest 

Texas S t a t e  Normal School i n  San Marcos, passed t h e  House on March 14,  

1901, e x a c t l y  f o r t y  years  from the  time young Ferg revealed h i s  

educa t iona l  dream. 
2 

$erg was t h e  t h i r d  chi,ld and second son of Colonel Claiborne Kyle 
of M i s s i s s i p p i  who, with h i s  wi fe  Lucy ard e i g h t  ch i ld ren ,  s e t t l e d  near 
Kyle, Texas. They a r e  l i s t e d  i n  the  August 26, 1850 census of Hays County, 
Ferg was commander t ~ a ~ t a i n ]  of Company D, Eighth Texas Cavalry, during the  
C i v i l  War; four  of h i s  b ro the r s  served i n  h i s  company. The town of Kyle 
i s  named i n  h i s  honor (see  T. F. Harwell ,  Confederate B i o ~ r a o h ~  [K l e ,  "i Texas, By t h e  a u t h o r ,  1 9 ~ 4 ~  p. 86. I n  Tula Townsend Wyatt papers . 

 he Peda o u e ,  1906, Third Yearbook of The Southwest Texas S t a t e  
Normal~ch&Marcos, Texas, p. 4 ;  C. E. Evans, "Establishment and 
Appropriat ions Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College" ( ~ o u t h w e s t  Texas 
State Teaohera Col lege ,  San Marcos , Texas, 1943))  p. 1 (Mimeographed. 
Hereafter  c i t e d  a s  Evans, "Establishment a d  Appropriat ions Southwest 
Texas S t a t e  Teachers College." 



The Chautauqua 

Sixteen years p r i o ~  t o  the  passage of t h i s  b i l l ,  i n  August, 1885, 

however the  f i r s t  school, a Surday School a d  Summer I n s t i t u t e ,  was 

established on "the h i l l ,  Although the  school, known a3 The Chautauqua, 

las ted but a decade, the  name "Chautauqua H i l l n  remained, The San Marcos 

i n s t i t u t e  was patterned a f t e r  the New York establishment which was begun 

on August 4, 1874, a s  a summer school fo r  teaoher s ,  "especially Sunday 

School t eacherson  The program, organized on h k e  Chautauqua i n  New York, 

was primarily re l ig ious ;  none-the-less, the annual summer lec tures  and 

classes "were quickly expanded t o  embrace a wide range of l i t e r a r y ,  

h i s to r i ca l ,  sociological ,  and s c i e n t i f i c  subjects ,  Enjoying an amazing 

growth and a t t r a c t i n g  la rge  crowds each summer, t h i s  eight-week pioneer 

course included d i rec ted  home reading, regular correspondence courses, 

and un ivers i ty  extension work. 3 

The Rev. Horace M, Duboae, youthful pastor of a Methodist Church i n  

Houston, Texas, had attended the  New York Chautauqua and was most eager 

t o  organize one i n  Texas. I n  t he  ea r ly  part  of June, 1885, he investigated 

the p o s s i b i l i t y  of es tabl ishing such a group i n  San Marooso A week later, 
4 he par t io ipa ted  i n  the  commencement exercises of Coronal I n s t i t u t e  a t  

4 
Coronal I n s t i t u t e  was or anized i n  1866 as a r ivate  co-educational. 

school with military %paining for boys. It became !he property of the 
Methodist Q&sltrict Conference <of Sari Marcog, Texas, in 1876 ad wse. 
operated as a boarding ~4 day school u n t i l  1914 when it  w e d  t o  
function, It was said t o  have been the  most popular h o t e a t a n t  educational 
institute i n  t h e  Southwest during i t s  exLater)ee (see Marcos Record, 
December 9, 1932, p. 1) .  



which time he surveyed the  scen ic  beauty of San Marcos from Woods H i l l ,  

The enthusiasm of Dubose was contagious and leading  c i t i z e n s  soon i n i t i a t e d  

plans t o  purchase t h e  h i l l  from W. D, Wood, b e t t e r  known a s  Judge Wood. 5 

nThe San Marcos Sunday School Assembly and Summer I n s t i t u t e  ( the  Texas 

chautauqua) was organized June 10,  1885, and received i t s  cha r t e r  from 

the  S t a t e  of Texas J u l y  1, 1885, under t h e  name of the  $an h r c o s  Real  

Es ta te  Associat ion.  J .  [~ohn] E. P r i t c h e t t  was e l ec t ed  pres ident ,  and Judge 

S te r l ing  F i s h e r  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  new corpora t ion .  The following men were 

chosen t o  s e r v e  a s  d i r e c t o ~ s  t h e  f i r s t  year :  H. Hardy, S. V. Daniels,  

W. 0. Hutehinson, N, K. F a r i s ,  and Ed. Nor thcraf t ,  Shares of s tock were 

sold a t  t e n  d o l l a r s  ($10.00) each,  and one such share e n t i t l e d  a person 

t o  membership i n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  and a r i g h t  t o  vote, On Ju ly  3, 1885, 

Wood sold h i s  h i l l s i t e  and surrounding a r e a  t o  t h e  San Marcos Real E s t a t e  

Associat ion f o r  the  sum of f i v e  thousand d o l l a r s  ($5,000) ; he received 

one thousand d o l l a r s  ($1,000) cash ,  f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s  ($500) stock i n  

the Associa t ion ,  and a note f o r  t h e  balance of t h ree  thousand f i v e  hundred 

6 
d o l l a r s  ($3,500).  Almost immediately Woods H i l l  became known a s  

Chautauqua H i l l ,  and on February 14 ,  1890, t h e  name of the San Marcos Real 

Es t a t e  Associa t ion  was o f f i c i a l l y  changed t o  t h e  San Marcos Chautauqua. 

The f i r s t  Chautauqua meetings,  conducted i n  August, 1885 under a 

long t e n t ?  were both r e l i g i o u s  and educat ional .  The Sunday program 

included morning and evening s e r v i c e s  and a t t r a c t e d  an  audience of from 

5~ubg Henderson, "A Source Book of t h e  San Marcos Chautauqua. 1885- 
1895, " (unpublished r e sea rch  paper ,  Un ive r s i ty  of Texas, 1938)$ PPO 1-2, 69 
c i t i n g  Sari Marcos Free  P r e s s ,  June 11, 1885; August 20, 1885. Hereafter 
c i t e d  a s  Henderson, "San Marcos Chautauqua," 

6 f l ~ h e  San Marcos Sunday School Assembly and Summer I n s t i t u t e  ftha Texas 
~ h a u t a u ~ u a ~ " H i s t , o r y  of t h e  Chautauqua p r in t ed  on the back of photographs 
(Series  of 32 by  F. B. Ba i l ey ,  Photographer,  P a l e s t i n e ,   exa as), No, 1. 
I n  Tula Townsend Wyatt pape r so  Herea f t e r  c i t e d  The Texas Chautauqua 
Photos; Hays County, Texas. Deed Record, Vol. ItT, pp. 407-409; 
Henderson, "Sari Mar COB Chautauqua, st pp, 2,5-6. 



one thousand t o  twelve hundred a t  each meeting. Organized during the  f i r s t  

year,  a S t u d e n t ' s  Union provided a course of home study i n  h i s t o r y ,  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  sc ience ,  a r t ,  and r e l i g i o n O 7  By ea r ly  1892, the  San Marcos 

Chautauqua seemed t o  be on the  wane, f o r  i t  s t i l l  owed W. D. Wood t h e  sum 

of four thousand one hundred f i f  ty- f ive  d o l l a r s  and f i f ty- four  cents  

($4J55.54), inc luding i n t e r e s t ,  which was secured by two notes. The f i r s t  

note,  dated February 18,  1890, i n  t h e  amount of three  thousand f ive hundred 

d o l l a r s  ($3,500) represented a mortgage on a l l  the land which t h e  Chautauqua 

o r i g i n a l l y  purchased from him on J u l y  3, 1885; the  second note was secured 

by a l i e n  on t h e  personal property of t h e  corporation. Unable t o  meet 

ob l iga t ions ,  the re fo re ,  on February 19,  1892, the  organization deeded 

back t o  Wood approximately twenty-five ac res  of the o r ig ina l  t r a c t  of 

land purchased from him. The e n t e r p r i s e  a l s o  paid him eight  hundred 

d o l l a r s  ($800) cash, f o r  which Wood gave t h e  corporation a c l e a r  t i t l e  

t o  Chautauqua H i l l ,  the  improvements thereon,  and the surrounding land 

enclosed by t h e  Chautauqua fenceO8 This property was estimated to  

include about eleven ac res  of land. 

By 1895, t h e  summer Chautauqua was suffering from "the pressure  of 

other and mom imperat ive mat ters ,  'I and the re  is no evidence t h a t  a program 

exis ted  beyond t h a t  da te .  Although t h e  Chautauqua I n s t i t u t e  may have 

collapsed by 1895, t h e  corpora t ion known a s  the San Marcos Chautauqua 

continued t o  e x i s t  d e s p i t e  i t s  precarious f inanc ia l  s i tua t ion .  On June 

7 Henderson, "San Marcos Chautauqua, " pp. 6-7,16 ; Amended char te r  of 
the  San Marcos Chautauqua i n  Tula Townsend Wyatt papers, San Marcos, Texas. 

8 ~ h s  Chautauqua had previously  sold  th ree  l o t s  t o  W. G. Bagley and 
one l o t  t o  Owen Ford from t h e  aforementioned o r i g i n a l  t r a c t  of land;  these  
l o t s  were ou t s ide  t h e  a rea  enclosed by the Chautauqua fence; the re fo re ,  
the  deed t o  Wood excluded these  l o t s  and secured them t o  the a fo resa id  
purchasers. I n  Hays County, Texas, Deed Record, Vol, XXVIII, pp.550-552, 



17, 1895, for reasons not recorded, the  organizat ion owed Mrs. Lucy LO 

Eturleson the sum of one thousand s ix ty - s ix  d o l l a f s  ($1,%6) and Ed 

Northcraft four hundred twenty d o l l a r s  ($420). To secure these  notes,  the  

San Piarcos Chautauqua deeded the  Chautauqua H i l l  property t o  W. 0. Hutehison 

; as t rus tee  to  s e l l  i n  the  event t h a t  the  corporat ion de fau l t ed  on payment 

9 
of the  aforesaid notes. Two years  later t h e  company was s t i l l  f i n a n c i a l l y  

embarrassed a s  evidenced by a loan made to  them on A p r i l  7, 1897, by t h e  

City of San Marcos, This four teen hundred d o l l a r  ($1,400) loan was 

secured by a l e g a l  instrument dated  Apr i l  20, 1897, i n  ~ , i c h  t h e  Chautauqua 

again made W. 0, Hutchison t r u s t e e ,  t h i s  deed of t r u s t  being subordinate 

to  the aforementioned one dated June 17, 1895. By June 7, 1899, the 

City of San Marcos was t h e  owner of the  notes yecured i n  both deeds of  

t r u s t ,  s ince the  insolvent  San Marcos Chautauqua had f a i l e d  t o  pay t h e  

said notes and i n t e r e s t  when due. Whereupon, on June 7 ,  1899, Judge Wood 

presented a reso lu t ion  t o  the C i t y  Council of t h e  Ci ty  of San Marcos 

requesting the Ci ty  t o  i n s t r u c t  W e  0, Hutchison, t r u s t e e ,  t o  foreclose  

' t he  deeds and s e l l  t h e  Chautauqua property a s  spec i f i ed  i n  t h e  deeds of 

t r u s t .  The reso lu t ion  was adopted by the  Ci ty  Council and no t i ce  given 

t o  Hutchison, 10 

On July 5 ,  1899, i n  order t o  seuure vested i n t e r e s t s  which the Ci ty  

of San Mar~os  bad i n  t h e  Chautauqua r e a l  e s t a t e ,  t h e  Ci ty  Council requested 

t h a t  the Mayor and the  Ci ty  Attorney a t t end  t h e  p l b l i c  s a l e  of the  property 

and bid on it f o r  the  Ci ty  of San Marcos. Af ter  g iv ing due not ice  t o  

9 Hays County, Texas, Deed of Trus t ,  Vol. I1H, pp. 138-139; Vol. "1," 
pp, 310-314; Henderson, "San Marcos Chautauqua, " p, 314. : 

' ou~inutea  of the  Ci ty  Council, " San Marcos, Texas, Apri l  7 ,  1897, 
Vole 11, p. 360; June 7 ,  L899, Vol. 11, p, 413; Hays County, Texas, 
Deed --- of Trust,  Vol. 'I J ,  " pp. 268-271. 



E, P, Raynolds, president of t he  San Marcos Chautauqua, and placing notices 

of the  public s a l e  i n  the  proper places a s  specif ied by law, on August 1, 

1899, a t  t he  door of the  Hays County Court House, San Marcos, Texas, 

Hutchison sold the  r e a l t y  of t he  San Marcos Chautauqua. The City of San 

Marcos, the  high bidder, paid two thousand th ree  hundred seventy-five 

d o l l a r s  ($2,375) for  the r e a l  property. A s  a r e s u l t  of the  purchase, the  

City had a t o t a l  investment, including i n t e r e s t ,  of about s i x  thousand 

do l l a r s  ($6,000) i n  the  approximately eleven acres.'' On August 2,  1899, 

t he  Ci ty  Council of San Marcos authorized t he  Judiciary Committee t o  

secure an abs t rac t  of the  property and t o  execute a deed conveying the 

Chautauqua H i l l  property t o  the  S t a t e  of Texas for  the  express plrpose 

of es tabl ishing a normal school thereon. 12 

The Normal School 

After the  f i r s t  normal school i n  America was established i n  Lexington, 

Massachusetts, i n  1839 by Horace Mann, similar i n s t i t u t i o n s  were soon 

organiaed i n  almost every s t a t e - ; i n  the  Union. The primary objective of 

these  schools was t o  prepare teachers. The f i r s t  normal school i n  Texas, 

es tabl ished i n  1879 a t  Huntsville,was named t h e  Sam Houston Normal 

''on Apr i l  19, 1897, t he  o r i g i n a l  t r a c t  had been increased by the  
purchase of other  proper t ies ,  namely two and a half  l o t s  i n  the Coffield 
addi t ion for  which the  Chautauqua paid three  hundred t h i r t y  do l la r s  
($330). This property was included i n  the  Deed of Trust t o  the  c i t y  on 
Apr i l  20, 1897; Hays County, Texas, Deed Record, Vol. XXXVI, pp. 222-223; 
Hays County, Texas, Deed of Trust ,  Vol. "J,  " pp. 268-273. 

1 2 " ~ i n u t e s  of the  City Council, San Marcos, Texas, July  5 ,  1899, 
Vol. 11, p. 415; August 2 ,  1899, p. 418; Hays County, Texas, Deed 
Record, Vol. XXXVIII, pp. 313-314; 344-347. 



1ns t i t u t e ;13  by 1881, R a i r i e  View Normal at  Hempstead, Terns, was i n  

progress f o r  Negro students.  I n  1881, Governor 0. M. Roberts, i n  h i s  

message t o  the  Seventeenth Leg is la tu re ,  emphasized the need fo r  two more 

such schools i n  the  s t a t e ,  one i n  north Texas ard another i n  the  Southwest. 

Eleven years  l a t e r ,  on December 7 ,  1892, teachers of the twenty-first- 

Senator ia l  D i s t r i c t  who were a t t end ing  a Teacher's I n s t i t u t e  i n  San Marcoa 

framed a reso lu t ion  requesting t he  T e a s  Leg i ab tu r e  t o  establish a S t a t e  

Normal School i n  the  3 0 u t h x e s t . ~ ~  Although t h e  Twenty-third Legislature 

did not take s t ep s  t o  e s t ab l i sh  the  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  it did pass an enactment 

which provided t h a t  with the  add i t ion  of c e r t a i n  oourses to the curriculum 

of Coronal 1ns t i t u t e15  a t  San Maroos, teachers who obtained diplomas 

therefrom might have the  equivalent  of permanent t eaohing ce r t i f i c a t e s ,  

The I n s t i t u t e  f a i l e d  t o  devise  a course of study t o  meet the requirements 

speci f ied  by the  S t a t e  Board of Education, but the  action by the 

l eg i s l a t u r e  focused a t t e n t i o n  on San Mar cos as an  advantageous location 

for a state normal school.16 S ix  years  l a t e r ,  on March 3, 1899, Fred 

Cocke, r epresen ta t ive  from the  ninety-eighth d i s t r i c t  ,17 proposed tha t  

13dohn Marvin Smith, "The His tory  and Growth of the Southwest Texas 
S ta te  Teachers College, I' (unpublished Master s .Thesis, University of 
Texas, Austin, Texas, 19301, pp. 2-3. Hereafter c i t ed  as Smith, "The 
History and Growth of t he  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College. " 

14 
Ruby Henderson, "Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College: A 

Documentary His tory ,  Vol. I" (unpublished research paper, University of 
Texas, Austin, Texas, 1939), pp. 17-18 c i t i ng  Hays County Times, 
December- 23, 1892; January 25, 1900. 

" ~ e e  above, p. 2. 

l6~nnouncernent Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal School for the  Annual 
Session Beginning 2, 1903, and Ending Ma;y 2, m, San Marcos, 
w ~ i r s t  Von Boeckmann-Jones Company, Sta te  Pr in ters ,  
1903), p. 7. a s  College Cataloq wi th  respective year. 

1 7 ~ h e  ninety-eighth d i s t r i c t  was composed of Blanco, Comal, 
Gillesp5.e , and Hays Counties (see Evans, "Establishment and Appropriations 
Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College, p, 1 ) .  



such a school be b u i l t  on Chautauqua R i l l ,  Although the  Education 

Committee i n  t h e  House was i n c l i n e d  t o  favor Cocke's b i l l  and so r e p o r t e d  

on March 7 ,  1899, t h e  proposa l  d i e d  f o r  lack of ac t ion .  

Not t o  be d e t e r r e d ,  Senator  J .  B. D i b r e l l  of t h e  twenty-f irs t  

d i s t r i c t , 1 8  in t roduced i n  t h e  Senate  on March 15 ,  1899, a b i l l  ( s ena te  B i l l  

260) i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  of Cocke, which passed t h e  Senate on March 30 and 

t h e  House on A p r i l  20. On May 1 0 ,  1899, Governor J .  D. Sayers s igned t h e  

b i l l  t o  l o c a t e  a S t a t e  Normal School  a t  San Marcos provided t h a t  t h e  c i t y  

donate the  e leven  a c r e s  of t h e  Chautauqua proper ty  and any bui ldings o r  

improvements the reon  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of Texas. It was further  s t i p u l a t e d  

t h a t  the C i t y  of San Marcos should "convey a good and perfect  t i t l e i 1  of 

t h e  property t o  t h e  S t a t e .  19  

On October 16,  1899, t h e  C i t y  Council  of San Marcos ca l led  a s p e c i a l  

s e s s ion  t o  "provide f o r  t h e  execut ion  and tender  of a deed of t h e  

Chautauqua H i l l  Property t o  t h e  S t a t e  of Texas. I' Mayor Hammett Hardy 

presided over t h e  meeting; o t h e r s  p re sen t  were C i t y  Secretary W. P. 

Donalson, Aldermen F a r i s ,  Wood, Aul t  , Taylor,  and Johnson. Judge Wood Is 

r e so lu t ion  t o  deed t h e  a f o r e s a i d  p rope r ty  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of Texas f o r  t h e  

establ ishment  of t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal School was accepted 

and approved by t h e  Council  and the  Mayor, and became a part  of t h e  deed 

known a s  Exh ib i t  "A."~' On t h e  same day,  October 16 ,  1899, t h e  Mayor on 

1 8 ~ l a n c o ,  Caldwell,  Comal, Gonzales. Guadalupe, a d  Hays Counties 
cons t i t u t ed  t h e  twen ty - f i r s t  S e n a t o r i a l  D i s t r i c t  ( see  Evans, lBstablishment 
and Appropriat ions Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College, l1 p. 1 ) .  

198ays County, Terns, @& Record, Vol. XXXM, p. 198; Evans, 
llEstablishment and Appropr ia t ions  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers 
College, pp. 1, 4. 

2 0 i 1 ~ i n u t e s  of t h e  C i t y  Council .  It  San Marcos , Texas, October 16 ,  
1899, Vol. 11, pp. 425-427, 



behalf of t h e  c i t y ,  "without charge o r  cos t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of Texas," 

conveyed "good and pe r fec t  t i t l e "  t o  a l l  of t h e  Chautauqua H i l l  property 

comprising approximately e leven  a c r e s  wi th in  t h e  City of San Marcos t o  
2 1 

the  S t a t e  of Texas. 

Again it was Senator  D i b r e l l  who i n t ~ a d u c e d  i n  t h e  Twenty-seventh 

Legis la ture  Senate  B i l l  142, which provided f o r  t h e  immediate e rec t ion  

of t h e  Southwest Texas Normal School.  The Senate approved t h e  b i l l  on 

February 21 ,  1901, and Ferg  Kyle, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  ninety-eighth 

d i s t r i c t  made t h e  motion t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  b i l l  i n  t h e  House, The House 

r a t i f i e d  t h e  a c t  on March 14, 1901,and wi th  t h e  a f f i x e d  s ignature  of 

Governor J .  D .  Sayers  on March 28, 1901, t h e  enactment became a law. This 

b i l l  a l s o  provided f o r  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of t h i r t y - f i v e  thousand d o l l a r s ,  

twenty-five thousand of which was des ignated  f o r  t h e  e rec t ion  of f a c i l i t i e s  

and t e n  thousand f o r  ope ra t ing  expenses, The enactment fur ther  spec i f ied  

t h a t  t h e  school  be under t h e  supe rv i s ion  and r egu la t ion  of t h e  S t a t e  

Board of Educat ion whioh was t o  adminis te r  t h e  school so f a r  a s  was 

f e a s i b l e  according t o  t h e  p o l i c i e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  of Sam Houston Normal 

I n s t i t u t e ,  The S t a t e  Board of Educat ion was a l s o  authorized t o  appoint a 

l o c a l  board of t h r e e  San Marcos c i t i z e n s  t o  serve a s  t r u s t e e s  who would 
22 

perform d u t i e s  similar t o  t h e  duties af Wstees af Sam H&m. S. V, Daniel ,  

Ed J ,  L. Green, and W. Do Wood were chosen and these  men, with Wood a s  

chairman, i n i t i a t e d  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  bu i ld ing  of t he  co l lege  on 

Chautauqua H i l l ,  The Twenty-seventh Leg i s l a tu re  aga in  favored t h e  school 

on October 2 ,  1901, when it approprkated another  twenty thousand d o l l a r s  t o  

21~ays County, Texas, Deed Record, Vol. XXXM, pp. 198-202. 

2 2 ~ v a n s ,  "Establishment and Appropr ia t ions  Southwest Texas S t a t e  
Teachers Col lege ,  " pp, 1 ,  4-5. 



f in i sh  and equip the building. The Southwest Texas S ta te  Normal School, 

with i t s  one "magnificent brick building,  was scheduled t o  open 

September 9 ,  1903. 

Pr incipal  Thomas G. Harris  a d  h i s  facul ty  of sixteenz3 welcomed 

three hundred th ree  students t o  the  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal School 

the f i r s t  year .24 An idea of the  curriculum which was offered can be 

obtained by l i s t i n g  the facu l ty  members, including Principal  Harris, 

a d  t h e i r  respect ive  subjects : 

Thomas G .  Harr is ,  Pr incipal  
J, E. Blai r  
J .  S .  Brown 
Mrs. Lucy Burleson 

Miss Mary S tuar t  Butler 
Mrs. Fitz-Hugh Foster 
Alfred Fr e s  hney 
Miss Lula Hines 

Miss Helen Hornsby 
W. A. Palmer 
Miss Annie Pear s a l l  

John E. Pr i tche t t  
Miss J e s s i e  A .  Sayers 
Mrs, L i l l i e  T .  Shaver 
Miss Maud Shipe 
S .  W. S tanf ie ld  
Miss Kate E.  White 

Professional Work 
English 
Mathematics 
Secretary,  Librarian,  ard 
Assistant  i n  English 
Vocal Music 
Assistant  i n  History 
Physics a d  Chemistry 
Primary Work, Reading, and 
Physical Culture 
German 
History and Civics 
FY imar y WOP k , Geography , and 
Drawing 
Latin 
Assistant  i n  Mathematics 
Assistant i n  English 
Assistant  i n  Professional Work 
Biological Science a d  Penmanship 
Assistant  i n  English 

Some of the above names a r e  qu i t e  famil iar  t o  Southwest Texas S ta te  

College students of 1966, fo r  Harris  Hal l ,  (Boy's ~ o r m i t o r y ) ,  Hornsby, 

Sayers, and Bur leson (Girl's Dormitories 1, and Lula Hines (Women ' s ) 

Gymnasium, serve a s  l as t ing  memorials t o  the dedicated teachers of the  

begifining years of the S t a t e  Normal School. 

The Normal School was founded for  t he  sole purpose of teacher 

education. The f i r s t  announcement was spec i f ic  i n  s t a t i ng  t ha t  it was 

2 3 ~ o l l e g e  Catalog, 1903-1904, pp. 5-6,8. 

24College Catalog, 1904-1905, p. 5. 



ne i the r  a c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v ~ r s i t y  and t h a t  "only those  des i r ing  t o  prepare 

f o r  t h e  g r e a t  work of t h e  t eache r  should come t o  t h e  Normal." I n  f a c t ,  

those  who a t t e n d e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  had t o  s i g n  an  agreement t o  teach 

a s  many years  i n  publ ic  schoo l  as they  a t tended sess ions  of t h e  Normal. 

Three yea r s  was requi red  t o  f i n i s h  a complete course,  A t  t h e  end of t h e  

freshman cour se ,  hcwever , a second- grade c e r t i f i c a t e  was given au thor i z ing  

t h e  owner t o  t e a c h  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  schools  of Texas fo r  a three-year per iod  

without f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g ;  a t  t h e  completion of t h e  junior year ,  a f i r s t -  

grade c e r t i f i c a t e  was presented  which was v a l i d  f o r  six year's teaching 

without f u r t h e r  examination, Upon completion of t h e  t h i r d  or senior  yea r ,  

a diploma was awarded which e n t i t l e d  t h e  graduate t o  a permanent or  

l i f e t i m e  c e r t i f i c a t e  v a l i d  d u r i n g  good behavior.  25 

When t h e  f i r s t  term of t h e  Normal School ended on May 17, 1904, 

twenty-eight s e n i o r s  were awarded diplomas ; one hundred four f i r s t -  grade 

c e r t i f i c a t e s  were presented  t o  jun io r s ,  and eighty-two second-grade 

c e r t i f i c a t e s  were granted t o  those  who completed t h e  freshman course. Of 

the  t h r e e  hundred t h r e e  s t u d e n t s  who a t tended t h e  f i r s t  sess ion  of t h e  

Normal, f i f t y - e i g h t  were boys and two hundred s i x  were g i r l s ,  The 

d i sp ropor t iona te  number of women l e d  t h e  Local Board of Trustees under 

Chairman Wood t o  recommend t o  t h e  S t a t e  Board of Education t h a t  more men 

be r e c r u i t e d  f o r  t h e  t each ing  profess ion .  
26 

The f i r s t  p re s iden t  of t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal School was 

Thomas Green H a r r i s ,  a man of va r i ed  experience i n  t h e  f i e l d  of educat ion,  

He was born May 27 ,  1854, i n  Sweetwater,  Monroe County, Tennessee, and 

2 5 ~ o l l e g e  Catalog,  1903-1904, pp. 5-6, 9, l o ,  19,  20, 2b1 

2 6 ~ o l l e a e  Catalog. 1904-1901, p. 5 .  



educated i n  t h e  r u r a l  schools  of h i s  place of b i r t h .  H e  rece ived  t h e  

Bachelor of Arts Degree i n  1876 and the  Master of ~ r t s  Degree i n  1880, 
+ .. 

both from t h e  c a r  son-~ewman c o l l e g e  'of J e f f e r son  City,  Tennessee, H i s  

f i r s t  t each ing  experience was i n  E l i j a h ,  Georgia, but i n  1879 he came t o  

T e e s .  From 1881-1883, he served a s  superintendent  of schools  a t  

weather ford ,  Texas; from 1883-1884, he was professor  of mathematics a t  t h e  

Mansfield College,  Mansfield, Texas; next he  taught  i n  Plano, Texas,where, 

on December 21, 1886, he married Miss Lou Oglesby. I n  1887, he became 

p r i n c i p a l  of t h e  on ly  high schoo l  i n  Dal las ,  Texas, where he served u n t i l  

1893, a t  which time he accepted  t h e  job of p r i n c i p a l  of t h e  so le  h igh  

school  of which t h e  c i t y  of Houston could boast.27 After  two yea r s  t h e r e ,  

he became super in tendent  of t h e  Aust in  Schools,where he remained u n t i l  1903, 

when he was e l e c t e d  chief execut ive  of t h e  newly-formed Southwest Texas 

S t a t e  ~ o r t n k l  School i n  San Marcos. He served as pres ident  of t h i s  

i n s t i t u t i o n  u n t i l  August, l 9 l l  a t  which time he became t h e  secord p res iden t  

of the  B a p t i s t  ~c ;de rn~  i n  San Marcos, which post he f i l l e d  u n t i l  1916, 

Later  h e  t augh t  mathematics a t  S u l  Ross College i n  Alpine f o r  s i x  y e a r s  

and served as super in tendent  of schools  i n  San Benito f o r  some t h r e e  

years .  He d i e d  January 26,  1934, i n  San Marcos. 28 

P res iden t  H a r r i s  was a s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  and a s t i c k l e r  f o r  

punctua l i ty .  Among t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  hundred t h r e e  s tudents  was Mary 

Davis HcGehee (now Mrs. George ~ o n a l s o n )  who enrol led  i n  t h e  Normal School 

. . 
2 7 ~ h e  f i r s t  municipal h igh  school  i n  Texas w a s e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Brenham 

i n  1875; t h e  Houston High School was organized i n  1878 a d  t h e  one i n  D a l l a s  
i n  1887 ( see  Freder ick  Eby, The Development of Education -- i n  Texas [ ~ e w  
York : The MacMillan Company, 19257 , pp. 243-253). 

2 8 ~ l b e r t  Nelson Marquis (ed. ) Who Is Who America, 1916-1917, Vol. 
I X  (chicago : A. N. M a ~ q u i s  a r d  Co. 1, p. 10- Who's Who I n  America, 1922- 
1923, Vol. X I I ,  p. 1420; Marcos Record, January 30, 1 9 9 ,  p a l ,  



on opening day,  September 9,  1903, and completed t h e  three-year course i n  

May, 1906. She reca l l ed  t h a t  " the  students were scared t o  death of 

Pr inc ipa l  Har r i s ;  he was very pos i t ive  and very s t r i c t ;  he had a twinkle 

i n  h i s  eye and loved t o  make u s  c ry ,  but he d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  want t o  hur t  u s ;  

we sure ly  d id  l i k e  him though. I jus t  thought so much of him."29 H. A. 

Nelson,who came t o  the  Normal School i n  the  f a l l  of 1908 a s  a senior 

student t o  ob ta in  h i s  permanent teaching c e r t i f i c a t e  enrolled i n  t he  

ag r i cu l t u r e  course taught by F'resident Harris .  After  two weeks, upon 

learning t h a t  Nelson had taken two years of ag r i cu l t u r e  a t  Texas 

Agr icu l tun l  and Mechanical College, Harr is  turned t he  c l a s s  over t o  him. 

After  receiving h i s  diploma i n  1909, Nelson was h i red  t o  teach agr icu l tu re  

i n  t h e  Normal School. He s ta ted ,  "As f a r  a s  I know, I was the  f i r s t  

graduate of t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal School t o  be employed a s  a 
- 

member of t h e  f a cu l t y ,  " Nelson r e t i r e d  i n  August, 1945, having served on 

t h e  s t a f f s  of t h e  f i r s t  t h r ee  pres idents  of Southwest Texas S ta te  College. 

H e  taught John Garland Flowers and h i s  wife ( b r a  ~ o g a n ) ,  both of whom were 

a t tending t h e  Normal i n  1912 and whom he described a s  "ood s t u d e n t s . " H e  

a l so  taught ag r i cu l t u r e  t o  t h e  wife of president  Ceci l  Eugene Evans. 

Nelson s a id  t h a t  Res iden t  Ha r r i s  "was t he  most vigorous executive you 

could th ink  o f . "  He was a l a r g e  man about f i v e  f e e t ,  eleven inches t a l l ,  

ard weighed about one hundred e igh ty  pounds ; h i s  h a i r  was grey, and he 

wore t h e  customary mustache. Mr. Nelson described Harris  a s  follows: 

He was an administrator--an executive. . . . I can ' t  remember but 
one teacher t h a t  I ever had t h a t  characterized executive a b i l i t y  
and adminis t ra t ive  a b i l i t y  l i k e  President  Harr is .  The others  
were good men and f i n e  i n  t h e i r  l i n e ,  but i n  t he se  l i n e s  not qu i te  

2 9 ~ n t e r v i e u  with Mrs. George Donalson, San Marcos, Texas, July 11. 
1966, 



a s  s t rong a s  he was; he was j u s t  a d i f f e r e n t  type of personal i ty .  . . . a very  s t rong personal i ty .  He d i d n ' t  h e s i t a t e  a minute t o  
t a k e  on t h e  Governor i n  a d i ~ c u s s i o n . 3 ~  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of 0. B. Colqui t t  a s  Governor of Texas brought 

about t h e  d i smissa l  of President  Harr is  from the  col lege ,  While serving 

a s  p r i nc ipa l  of t he  Dallas High School, Harr is  became ed i to r  of The Texas 

School Journal ,  a notable school magazine; he continued t o  e d i t  t h e  

pe r i od i ca l  while he served as superintendent of the  Austin public schools. 

On one occasion Senator Colqui t t  proclaimed t o  the  Texas Senate t h a t  

"school t eachers  were not tax-payep s but tax-eater s ; 'I whereupon, Harr is  

wrote an  a r t i c l e  i n  The Texas School Journal disagreeing with him, 

Similar  a r t i c l e s  followed and soon Colqui t t  and Harr is  were adversaries.  

When Colqu i t t  became governor, he discharged Harr is  a s  president  of t h e  

co l l ege .  3 1 

The Governor's animosity toward President  Harr is  was not shared by 

t h e  col lege .  I n  May, 1911, t h e  f i r s t  homecoming of t he  Normal School was 

held  i n  connection with t he  commencement exercises.  Representatives from 

every c l a s s  s ince  1903 were p resen t ,  and t he  message of h e s i d e n t  Harr is  

was a rden t l y  received.  On t h i s  occasion, the  Alumni Association passed 

t he  following reso lu t ion :  "Whereas, t h e  man who so e f f i c i e n t l y  guided 

t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal since i t s  organization,  w i l l  

no longer be connected with t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  . . . be it resolved,  t h a t  

we t h e  members of t he  Alumni Associat ion,  expreds our s incere  appreciat ion 

f o r  t h e  se rv ices  rendered t h i s  sshool by our beloved pr incipal ,  Mr. Thomas 

G. Harris." Perhaps airdthel i nd i ca t i on  of admiration and esteem for Harr is  

3 0 ~ n t e r v i s w  with H. A. Nelson, San Marcos , Texas, Ju ly  9, 1966. 

31~mith,  llThe His tory  and Growth of t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  
Teachers Col lege , "  pp. 31-32, 



was shown i n  t h e  l o y a l t y  of h i s  f a c u l t y .  A l l  but four  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  

s i x t e e n  t e a c h e r s  were s t i l l  w i th  him dur ing  h i s  l a s t  year a t  Southwest 

Texas S t a t e ,  1910-1911. A l f r ed  Freshney was one, who d ied  while  s t i l l  on  

t h e  s t a f f  on November 21, 1906; another  was Mrs. Fitz-Hugh Foster,who 

married Dr. J. M. Hons of San Marcos, a member of t he  Board of Trus tees  

of t h e  Normal W. A. Palmer l e f t  i n  1908 t o  t ake  u p  t h e  stydudy 

of law, and i n  1909, J .  E. Blair res igned and l a t e r  accepted a p o s i t i o n  

i n  t h e  Education Department of t h e  North Texas S t a t e  Teachers College,  

Denton, Texas, t h e  only one who l e f t  t o  teach elsewhere. 

Upon h i s  r e t i r emen t  i n  August, 1911, t h e  facul ty  members presented a 

lov ing  cup t o  Pres ident  H a r r i s , a t  which t ime they made b r i e f  t a l k s .  A 

member of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a c u l t y ,  Mrs. Charles  Crawford (nee Helen ~ o r n s b ~ ) ,  

r e c a l l e d  t h a t  P r i n c i p a l  Harris "was a very s trong man, but he cou ldn ' t  

keep back t h e  t e a r s "  on t h i s  occasion.  Among h i s  many accomplishments 

was t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a s c i ence  bu i ld ing  i n  1906, t he  bui ld ing  of t he  

p r e s i d e n t ' s  home i n  1908, and t h e  completion of the  new l i b r a r y  dur ing  

t h e  summer of 1910, br inging  t h e  t o t a l  of permanent i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h r e e  by t h e  time H a r r i s  completed h i s  term of o f f i c e  i n  

1911. 33 Under his a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  enrollment had doubled, from t h r e e  

hundred t h r e e  i n  1903 t o  six hundred n ine  i n  t h e  summer of 1911, t h e  

f a c u l t y  had inc reased  from s i x t e e n  t o  twenty, and a t o t a l  of one hundred 

3 2 ~ o l l e g e  Catalog,  November, 1911, p. 6 ;  The Pedapog. m, pp. 54-57. 

3 3 ~ n t e r v i e w  with H. A .  Nelson, - San Marcos, Texas, Ju ly  9 ,  1966; 
Henderson, "Southwest 'Texas S t a t e  Teachers College: A Documentary His tory ,  
Vol.1, " p ,  30; Joe  B. Voge) (comp. ) ,  F i f t y  Years of Teacher Educat ion:  
A_ Brief His tor  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers ~ o ' m ~ a n  Marcos, 
T e ~ l d p ~ 5 - 6 .  Herea f t e r  c i t e d  a s  Vogel, F i f t y  Years of Teacher 
Edu o a t  i o n .  



seventy-one diplomas had been awarded. 9 

C e c i l  Eugene Evans 

On March 27, 1911, t h e  S t a t e  Board of Education e lec ted  Cec i l  Eugene 

Evans t o  succeed Harr is  a s  pres ident  of the  Southwest Texas Normal College. 

When he assumed h i s  d u t i e s  i n  August, 1911, he was t h e  youngest of t h e  

s t a te -co l l ege  p res iden t s ,  Evans was born i n  1871 i n  Bowdoin, Georgia, 

t h e  second c h i l d  and e l d e s t  son of seven ch i ld ren  born t o  Hiram Martin 

and Georgia ( ~ t r i p l i n )  Evans. I n  1874, t h e  family moved t o  Oaklone, 

Alabama, then i n  1880 t o  Ashland, Clay County, Alabama, ~ i h e r e  Hiram Evans 

was Probate Judge f o r  over f i f t e e n  years .  35 Hiram was a school teacher 

and a devoted Methodist who spent  t h e  l a s t  t e n  years  of h i s  l i f e  (1916-1926 ) 

a s  a s s i s t a n t  pas tor  of t h e  F i r s t  Methodist Church i n  Temple, Texas. Ceci l  

Eugene joined t h e  church i n  1883 a t  age twelve, and became "a g rea t  l a y  

Methodis t , "  according t o  h i s  hal f -brother ,  Mark Evans, who l ived  with D r .  

Evans i n  1911 dur ing h i s  f i r s t  year a s  president  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  

Normal School. 36 

Ceci l  Eugene received h i s  3. A. a t  Oxford College Alabama i n  1888, 

h i s  M. A ,  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Texas i n  1906, and an LL.D. degree from 

t h e  Southwestern Univers i ty  i n  Georgetown i n  1923. Upon r e c e i p t  of h i s  

Bachelor of Arts i n  1888, the  s e v e n t e e n - y e a ~ o l d  Ceci l  became c le rk  i n  

34F'irst Biennia l  Report of t h e  S t a t e  
f o r  t h e  Years Ending Au u s t  2, 1911, --- 
Boeckmann-Jones Co., "r; 1913 pp. 9 ,  10-11; 

Normal School Board of Regents 
August 2, 1912  usti tin: Von- 

College Catalog, 1910-1911, 
p. 64; College Catalog, 191111912, p, 1 0  

3 5 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  August 20, 1942, pp. 1-2; C o l l e ~ e  Catalog, November, 
1911, p. 5 ;  l e t t e r  from Mrs. Erwin L, Soyars (nee Bernice Evans, only - 
c h i l d  of Cec i l  Eugene ~ v a n s ) ,  t o  Tom W. Nichols, February 9 ,  1961, i n  
Nichols papers,  San Marcos, Texas. 

3 6 ~ e t t e r  from Mark A. Evans t o  Tom W. Nichols, March 2 ,  1961, i n  
Nichols papers,  San Marcos, Texas; College S t a r ,  August 20 ,  1942, p.1, 



t h e  Probate  O f f i c e  i n  Clay County, Ashland, Alabama, where h i s  f a t h e r  was 

Probate  Judge. From 1889 t o  1893, h e  was p r i n c i p a l  and teacher  i n  s e v e r a l  

p u b l i c  schoo l s  i n  Alabama, and i n  t h e  summers of 1891 and 1892, he a t t ended  

t h e  S t a t e  Normal College a t  Troy, Alabama. I n  1893, t h e  Hiram Evans f ami ly  

moved t o  F rees tone ,  County, Texas,and p a r t  of t h a t  year  Cec i l  taught  wi th  

h i s  f a t h e r  i n  t h e  F a i r f i e l d ,  Texas, schools .  Although C e c i l  went back t o  

Thomasville,  Alabama,and t augh t  du r ing  t h e  1893-1894 school  term, t h e  f a l l  

of 1894 found him back i n  Texas,where he was t o  spend t h e  r e s t  of h i s  l i f e .  

I n  1894-1895, he  served t h e  Mexia High School as a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l  and 

i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1895 The went t o  Anson, Texaq a s  superintendent  of t h e  

p u b l i c  schools .  A never- to-be-forgotten experience a t  Anson came when a 

gentleman drove  u p  i n  h i s  buggy, c a l l e d  out  t o  him, "per fessor ,  h e r e ' s  

Tode, " l e t  h i s  young daughter  o u t ,  and drove away. "Tode" ( h l l i e  

Maxwell) became t h e  outs tanding  s t u d e n t  of  t h e  young teacher  and two yea r s  

l a t e r  g radua ted  as v a l e d i c t o r i a n  of t h e  c l a s s .  37 

C e c i l  a d  "Tode" were marr ied  on May 1 8 ,  1899, and t h e i r  on ly  c h i l d ,  

Bernice ,  was born  i n  1901. The E v a n ~ ~  remained a t  Anson u n t i l  1902 when 

he was appoin ted  super in tendent  of schools  a t  Merkel, Texaq where he 

s t ayed  f o r  t h r e e  yea r s .  I n  t h e  summers of 1901 and 1906 . and i n  t h e  

r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  of 1905-1906, he a t t ended  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of Texas, 

r e c e i v i n g  h i s  Master of Arts i n  1906 a t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  summer sess ion .  

I n  t h e  f a l l  of t h a t  y e a r ,  he became super in tendent  of schools  a t  Abilene, 

Texas,where he remained u n t i l  1908,when he res igned t o  accep t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

3 7 ~ a l e d i c t o r  i a n  speech e n t i t l e d  "Gaining The Heights.  " Let t e r  from 
Mrs. Erwin L. Soyars  t o  Tom W. Nichols ,  February 9,  19610 



as  general  agent  f o r  the  Conference of Education i n  � ex as.^^ During 

h i s  years i n  t h a t  o f f i c e ,  he l e d  campaigns f o r  the  advancement of 

education i n  Texas and was successful  i n  securing needed amendments 

t o  the  S t a t e  ~ o n s t i t u t i o n . ~ ~  On August 10,  1911, he became second 

president  of t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal School, San Marcos, 

Texas. 4 0 

The th i r ty-one years, from August 10, 1911, t o  August 31, 1942, 

i n  which Evans was p res iden t ,  were indeed dynamic ones, During the 

same month t h a t  he took o f f i c e  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  a ca l led  session 

d i rec ted  t h e  Governor t o  appoint  a Board of Regents t o  govern a l l  

the  Normal Schools, and one of t he  f i r s t  ac t ions  of the  new board 

was t o  request  t h e  establishment of t r a in ing  schools within the 

Normal Schools t o  provide s tudents  an opportunity fo r  p rac t i ce  

3 8 ~ h e  assoc ia t ion  was organized i n  1907 t o  promote improved 
s c h o o l ' l e g i s l a t i o n ~  An executive board of seven members d i rec ted  
the  conference and F. Me Bra l ley  was appointed t h e  f i r s t  general 
agent t o  campaign f o r  cons t i t u t i ona l  amendments, When Bralley 
resigned September 8, 1908, he was succeeded by C o  E. Evans (see 
C .  E. Evans, The Story of Texas Schools r ~ u s t i n :  The Steck Co., 
19551, p. 1 1 5 r  Hereafter c i t e d  a s  Evans, The S torv  of Texas Schools. 

j9An amendment approved by voters  i n  l a t e  1908 and adopted by 
the  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  January, 1909, provided fo r  "raising the  l i m i t  
of d i s t r i c t  t axa t ion  from twenty cents  t o  f i f t y  cents  on the one 
hundred d o l l a r s  and subs t i t u t i ng  a majori ty vote fo r  a two-thirds 
vote. " Others provided f o r  t h r ee  and a half mi l l ion d o l l a r s  for  
school -d i s t r i c t  bonds and a l s o  approved the  establishment of county- 
l i n e  a c h o o l d i s t r i c t s .  Another provided for a school t a x  fo r  
"maintenance of public schools . . . and f r e e  textbooks." (see 
Evans, The S tory  of Texas Schools, pp. 115-118), 

''Albert Nelson Marquis (ad. ), Who's Who America. 1914-1912, 
Vole VII, p. 744; College S t a r ,  August 20,  1942, pp. 1-2; Letter  
from Mrs. Erwin L, Soyars t o  Tom Nichols, February 9 ,  1961. 



t e a c h i n g O 4 l  I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1912, a course  i n  p r a c t i c e  teaching was 

l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  c a t a l o g ,  and Misses Annie and Dove 

Covet t  supe rv i sed  t h e  program. By 1914, seven o the r  t eache r s  were 

recorded  under t h e  Training School D i v i s i o n ,  wi th  W. I. Woodson a s  

d i r e c t o r .  P r a c t i c e  teaching  was more f u l l y  descr ibed  i n  t h i s  ca t a log  

and a more e f f i c i e n t  program of t eache r  t r a i n i n g  was implemented. 

Another impor tant  change which t h e  Board of Regents suggested i n  

i t s  h i s t o r i c  f i r s t  meeting was t h e  adding of a fourth yea r ,  thus  g iv ing  

t o  t h e  Normal Schools  t h e  s t a t u s  of junior  co l l eges .  P r io r  t o  t h i s  

t i m e ,  t h e  Normals were t h e  equ iva len t  of the l a s t  two yea r s  of high 

s c h o o l  and one year  of post-high school  work, bu t  wi th  t h i s  innovat ion 

t h e y  became c o l l e g e s .  There was t o  be  a gradual  t r a n s i t i o n  from t h e  

three-year  t o  t h e  four-year school  w i t h  t h e  p lan  f u l l y  implemented by 

1914; however, t h e  name c o l l e g e  d i d  n o t  appear i n  t h e  ca t a log  u n t i l  

1918.42 I n  October ,  1916, t h e  Board of Regents provided t h a t  t h e  

Normal Col leges  be made four-year schools  wi th  degree  grant ing  programs; 

''~he t r a i n i n g  school  i nc luded  grades  one through eleven;  i t  was a 
complete schoo l  w i t h i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  organized t o  provide teaching  
exper ience  f o r  prospect ive  t eache r s .  The s tudent  t eache r s  of t h e  Normal 
t a u g h t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  school  w i t h  t h e  supervis ion  of t h e  co l l ege  f acu l ty .  
P u p i l s  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  school  were s o l i c i t e d  from t h e  c i t y ;  s u ~ e r i r ~ t e n d e n c e  
by c o l l e g e  f a c u l t y  compensated f o r  t h e  s tuden t  t e a c h e r s ,  and ent rance  i n t o  
t h e  Normal College was s i m p l i f i e d  f o r  those  who a t tended t h e  t r a i n i n g  
school .  Th i s  system continued u n t i l  1933pwhen Pres iden t  Evans reached 
a n  agreement w i t h  t h e  San Marcos Publ ic  School D i s t r i c t  whereby a l l  
t h e i r  s choo l s  would become t h e  Tra in ing  School o r  Demonstration School 
of t h e  Col lege .  U n t i l  1951, a l l  t h e  pub l i c  schools  were loca ted  on t h e  
c o l l e g e  campus, and n o t  u n t i l  1965 d i d  t h e  l a s t  publ ic  school  move from 
t h e  campus. The pub l i c  schools  s t i l l  permit s tuden t  t e a c h e r s  t o  do 
p r a c t i c e  t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  ( see  Tom W e  Nichols ,  "T e 
Labora tory  School ,  Cunpublished t h e s i s  i n  Nichols paper r s ,  19663, 
PPO 1, 6 ) .  

4 2 ~ h e  - Normal S t a r ,  February 9 ,  1912, p. 2 ;  College Catalog, 1912- 
1913,  PP. 7, 14; College_ Cata log ,  1914-1915, pp, 6 ,  31; College Catalog,  
July 1, 1918, pp, 1 ,  22. 



the  f i r s t  degrees offered a t  Southwest Texas were the  Bachelor of Arts 

i n  Education and the  Bachelor of Science i n  Education. Miss Mamie E. 

Brown received t h e  f i r s t  bachelor Is degree from t h e  college i n  1919. 43 

Another s i g n i f i c a n t  change occurred during t h e  Evans' administration 

i n  1923 when t h e  Thirty-eighth Legis la ture  changed the name of the  

i n s t i t u t i o n  from the  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal College t o  Southwest 

Texas S t a t e  Teachers College. Ten years  a f t e r  t h i s  name change, President 

Evans was a b l e  t o  secure what seemed t o  him t o  be the "near idea l "  

pract ice-teaching arrangement. On June 12,  193J1 culminating a long-time 

dream and years of labor on h i s  p a r t ,  Dr. Evans acquired the en t i r e  San 

Marcos Public School System a s  t h e  Demonstration School for  the  college. 

The f i r s t  e igh t  grades,  with approximately f i v e  hundred students and 

s ix teen  teachers ,  met i n  t h e  Education building on the college campus, 

and the  high school of about two hundred f i f t y  students and ten teachers 

44 was within four  blocks of t h e  campus. Two years  l a t e r  i n  June, 1935, 

t h e  Board of Regents approved the add i t ion  of t h e  graduate school t o  

Southwest Texas, and i n  t h e  summer of 1936 a program of work leading 

t o  t h e  degree of Master of Arts  with a major i n  education was proffered, 

The f i r s t  degree of Master of Arts was conferred upon Margaret McClung 

45 Walker i n  1937. 

4 3 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  August 20, 1942, p. 2 ;  College Catalog, 1919-1920, 
p. 103; College Catalog, 1921-1922, p. 9. 

w~om W. Nichols, "The Laboratory School, " (unpublished thes is  i n  
Nichols papers, 19661, pp. 1, 6 ,  See above footnote  number 41, College 
Catalog, 1924-1925, p. 12. 

4 5 ~ o l l a a e  Catalog, 1936-1937, p. 57 ; College Catalog, m7-1938,  
p, 144, 



The co l l ege  enjoyed a cons ide rab le  growth under t h e  second p res iden t :  

t h e  enrollment expanded from s i x  hundred n ine  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1911, t o  

s i x t e e n  hundred twelve by August 31, 1940, b u t  dropped back t o  f o u r t e e n  

hundred one i n  August 31, 1942.% The f a c u l t y  grew from twenty t o  s i x t y -  

two, while t h e  co l l ege  p l a n t  expanded from four  t o  f o r t y  bu i ld ings ,  

twelve of which were i n s t r u c t i o n a l  bu i ld ings ,  t e n  miscellaneous s t r u c t u r e s ,  

and eighteen do rmi to r i e s  and Although most of t h e  l i v i n g  ' 

q u a r t e r s  were frame s t r u c t u r e s ,  s t e p s  toward modernization were taken t o  

provide permanent f i r e p r o o f  d o r m i t o r i e s  by t h e  e r e c t i o n  of t h e  J e s s i e  A. 

Sayers Hal l  f o r  women, completed i n  19361 and Thomas G o  Har r i s  H a l l  f o r  

men,finished i n  1937., Dr. Evans acqu i red  f o r t y - t h ~ e e  pieces of land a t  

a cos t  Of one hundred s i x t y - s i x  thousand, t h r e e  hundred f o r t y  d o l l a r s  and 

f i f t y - t h r e e  c e n t s  ($166,340.53), according t o  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  h a r d  of 

Regents August 25, 1942, j u s t  p r i o r  t o  h i s  r e t i r emen t .  These a c q u i s i t i o n s  

included the  c o l l e g e  farm, purchased from E, J. Hafheinz i n  1923, and t h e  

Riverside Proper ty ,  acqui red  from t h e  Fede ra l  Government i n  1942. 48 The 

o r i g i n a l  eleven-acre s i t e  of Chautauqua H i l l  was t h u s  increased  t o  t h i r t y -  

f i v e  a c r e s ,  p l u s  t h e  forty-seven a c r e  farm, and t h e  s e v e r a l  a c r e s  a long 

t h e  San Marcos River known a s  R i v e r s i d e  Recreat ion Park. The t o t a l  p l a n t  

investment a s  of September 1, 1942, was one m i l l i o n  e i g h t  hundred e igh teen  

thousand, two hundred twenty d o l l a r s  and seven cen t s  ($1,818,22 0.07 1, 

By August, 1942, when he r e t i r e d ,  P res iden t  Ehans had become known 

a s  the Dean of College Educators  i n  Texas. Among t h e  r e spons ib le  s t a t e  

- - -  

4 6 ~ h e  e f f e c t s  of World War I1 were revea led  i n  t h e  enrol lment  by 1942* 

'(?see Appendix I. 

4 8 ~ .  E. Evana, Sauthwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College,  A_ Report t o  
t h e  Board of Regents ,  Nacogdoches, Texas, August 25-26, 1942 (San Marcos: 
19427, 12* 



pos i t ions  he had f i l l e d  were s ec r e t a ry  of the Council of Teachers College 

Pres idents  from 1911  t o  1923; member of t he  S t a t e  Textbook Board in  1912, 

and a l s o  a member of the  S t a t e  Textbook Nominating Committee; member of 

t h e  board of t r u s t e e s  of Southwestern University i n  Georgetown from 1920 

t o  1936; represen ta t ive  of t h e  teachers  colleges on the  Committee on 

, M f i l i a t i o n  of High Schools from 1921 t o  1942; and president  of the  

Counail of Teachers College Pres idents  from 1923 t o  1942. J . A . H i 1 1 ,  

p res iden t  emeritus of West Texas S t a t e  College a t  Canyon and long-time 

colleague of Dr , Evans, commented on Evans q e a d e r s h i p  i n  the  a t a t e  a s  

fo l lows : 

Another outstanding q u a l i t y  of D r .  Evans was h i s  well-known respect  
f o r  f a c t s .  He would never undertake t o  solve a problem or meet an 
adversary without a f u l l  knowledge of pe r t inen t  data .  He was a near 
genius a t  ge t t i ng  and keeping a l l  re levant  f a c t u a l  information. He 
was t h e  acknowledged walking encyclopedia among t h e  Teacher's 
College Pres idents ,  This t a l e n t  guaranteed him a place of leader- 
s h i p  among h i s  fellows . 5 O  

D r .  Evans became we l l  known f o r  " l i t t l e  r ed  books" i n  which he recorded 

f a c t s  and f i gu re s .  He began keeping t h e  l i t t l e  journals or d i a r i e s  i n  

1896 and continued t h e  p rac t i ce  u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1958; one hundred 

fo r ty - th ree  of t he  l i t t l e  red c h ~ o n i c l e s  ape i n  t h e  Evans' papers, 51 

4 9 ~ o l l e g e  Catalog, 1943-1944, p. 20; Sixteenth Biennial Report of 
t h e  Board or Regents of t h e  Texas S t a t e  Teaohers Colleges for  the  Years -- 
Ending August 2, 1941, and August 2, ~ ( A u s t i n ;  no publisher,  1943), 
p. 17 ;  College S t a r ,  August 20, 1942, p. 1, 

5 0 ~ .  A .  H i l l ,  "Eulogy a t  Memorial Service i n  San Marcos , October 18, 
1958, Honoring D r .  C .  E, Evans, President  Emeritus of Southwest Texas 
S t a t e  Teachers Col lege ,"  ( i n  Tom W. Nichols papers). 

51~he Evans ' papers a r e  i n  t h e  possession of Tom W. Nichols. Tom 
W, Nichols, I1The L i t t l e  Redbook Encyclopedia, (unpublished manuscript 
i n  Nichols papers;  t o  be published soon under the  t i t l e  of R U F I P ~ ~  Summit: 
The Biography of C. E, Evans), Interview with Tom W o  Nichols, San Marcos, - 
Texas, June 28, lm College S t a r ,  March 30, 1943, p. 5. 



Upon t h e  occas ion  of P res iden t  Evanss r e t i r emen t ,  t h e  College S t a r ,  

August, 1942, d e c l a r e d  t h a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College "has 

an envied p l a c e  among t h e  b e t t e r ,  more success fu l  co l l eges  of t h e  United 

S t a t e s . "  Whether t h i s  s ta tement  could be s u b s t a n t i a t e d  o r  n o t ,  t h e  

co l l ege  had become a member of t h e  Associa t ion  of Texas Col leges ;  t h e  

Nat ional  Education Associa t ion  of Teachers Colleges,  a branch of t h e  

National  Educat ion Associa t ion  by 1922; and i n  December, 1925.a member 

of t h e  Southern Assoc ia t i an  of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 52 When 

Pres iden t  Evans r e t i r e d  i n  August, 1942, a 1930 graduate  of t h e  co l l ege ,  

Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson, who had wopked i n  D r ,  E v a n s o f f i e e  during 

h i s  y e a r s  as a s tuden t ,  expressed h i s  apprec ia t ion  of Evanse achievements 

a s  fo l lows :  

I n  my boyish dreams, I had thought  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h ings  i n  l i f e  
were p l e a s u r e  and poweP and weal th.  I had n o t  been i n  Dr, Zvansn 
v i c i n i t y  long before  I began t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t he  supreme e s s e n t i a l  
i n  l i f e  i s  s e r v i c e ;  making t h e  world a b e t t e r  place t o  l i v e  i n ;  
b r i n g i n g  h e a l t h ,  enlightenment and advancement t o  a l l  our people; 
he lp ing  t o  make the  democrat ic  way of l i v i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s d l  way.53 

Following h i s  r e t i r e m e n t ,  D r ,  Evans continued t o  v i s i t  t h e  co l l ege  

r e g u l a r l y  and a g r e a t  dea.1 of t ime was spent  working on h i s  book The 
Sto ry  - of Educat ion i n  Texas, publ i shed  by t h e  Steck  Company of Austin 

i n  1955. The fol lowing comments were pr'inted on t h e  jacket  cover of t h e  

book: "As a n  educator  i n  Texas f o r  h a l f  a century ,  he l i v e d  every  page. 

. . . Few s i g n i f i c a n t  p rogres s ive  movements i n  t h e  educa t iona l  f i e l d  

developed, p r i o r  t o  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1942, which he d i d  n o t  f o s t e r  or 

5 2 ~ o l l e a e  S t a r .  August 20 ,  1942. pp, 1 ,  6 ;  Smith, "The His tory  and 
Growth of t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers Col lege ,"  pp, 99-100, 

53~011ege  S t a r .  August 20. 1942, pp. 1 ,  6. 



a c t i v e l y  support. "$ Dr. Evans resided i n  San Marcos u n t i l  h i s  death 

August 22, 1958, a t  which time Senator Johnson flew from Washington, D. C. 

t o  a t t end  the  funeral .  A memorial service  was held i n  Dr. Evans' hanor 

a t  t h e  Homecoming, October 18, 1958, and a memorial fund established,  55 

When the  Board of Regents se lec ted  a successor t o  President Evans 

on May 15,  1942, they chose a former student,  Dr. John Garland Flowers, 

who was  a na t i ve  Texan al ready on the  road to na t iona l  prominence i n  

t h e  educational world . .% 

54so.llepe a ,  November 19, 1955, p. 4. 

55~nterv iew with D r .  Alfred H. Nolle, r e t i r e d  dean of Southwest 
Texas S t a t e  College, San Marcos , Texas, December Is 1966; C o l l e ~  S t a r ,  
September 19, 1958, p. 1. 



CHAPTER TWO 

THE BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN GARLAND FLO'RBRS 

The s t o r y  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College from August 31, 1942, to 

August 1, 1964, i s  i n  e f f e c t ,  t he  s t o r y  of John Garland Flowers, t h e  

t h i r d  p res iden t  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  H i s  tenupe of o f f i c e  has been 

r e f  e r r e d  t o  va r ious ly  as "Dr. Flowers ' Era,  I t  "Twenty-Two Years of 

P rogres s , "  "Stage 111--The Most Productive Era of t h e  College 's  H i s to ry , "  

and an admin i s t r a t ion  with an Emphasis UE Excellence. 1 

John Garland Flowers was born October 17 ,  1895, i n  Karnes County, 

Texas, i n  t h e  small r u r a l  community of Davy, which i s  no longer i n  

ex i s t ence .  He was t h e  youngest of six sons born t o  Richard Morton, a 

farmer - rancher ,  and Mary Frances (Eh t t s  ) Flowers . The Richard Flowers 

fami ly  provided a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  atmosphere i n  t h e  home by encouraging 

members of t h e  fami ly  t o  read .  Mrs. T, D .  McCaughan, t h e  daughter- 

in-law of a ha l f -bro ther  t o  Richard Flowers,who became acquainted 

wi th  John when he was four years of* s t a t e d  t h a t  he became i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  books and reading  a t  t h a t  e a r l y  age, p a r t i a l l y  due t o  the  inf luence 

l ~ o l l e  a S t a r ,  August 21, 1964, p. 1; October 25, 1963, p. 1 ;  
F e b r u a d l m  p. 2 ; ! John G. Flowers,  e t  a l .  , Emphasis. U r n  
Excel lence   an Marcos: Southwest Texas S t a t e  College Press ,  1964),  
pp. iv-v. Herea f t e r  c i t e d  a s  Flowers,  e t  a l . ,  Emphasis Upon 
Excellence. 



of the  community school-teacher who l i v e d  i n  t h e  Flowers' home.' A t  t h e  

age  of f i v e ,  John attended t h e  Brushy School i n  t h e  l o c a l  commnity where 

he  was born,  and was taught  by t h e  teacher  who res ided  i n  h i s  home. Almost 

f o r t y - t h r e e  yea r s  l a t e r ,  on March 27, 1943, t h i s  teacher ,  Mrs. Ora Hines 

Bradford, was an honored gues t  a t  t h e  ceremonies when Dr. John Garland 

Flowers was inaugurated a s  t h e  t h i r d  pres ident  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  

Teachers College. Dr. Alfred H, Nolle,  Dean of t h e  College, introduced 

Mrs. Bradford and presented her with a small book from Dr. Flowers with 

an  appropr i a t e  i n s c r i p t i o n  acknowledging her dedica t ion  t o  the  teaching 

profess ion .  A poem, honoring Mrs. Bradford, w r i t t e n  by D r .  L. N, Wright 

of t h e  College English Department, was read by Doris  Muelker, 3 

Although h i s  parents  had received l i t t l e  formal education themselves 

because of t h e  d is turbances  of t h e  C i v i l  War, they  had a deep apprec ia t ion  

f o r  educat ion.  Acknowledging t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of a two-teacher high school ,  

t h e  Flowers1 supplemented t h e  education of t h e i r  s i x  sons by encouraging 

them t o  read  extens ive ly .  D r .  Flowers s a i d ,  "One of t h e  fondes t  memories 

I have of my pa ren t s  and of my home l i f e  i s  the  f a c t  t h a t  w e  were taught  

t o  read--a l l  members of our family--and f o r  enter tainment  and f o r  

d i v e r s i o n ,  w e  r e a d . V o o k s  by Victor  Hugo, W D e c l i n e  and F a l l  of t h e  

Roman Empire by Edward Gibbon, and s imi l a r  books were provided by a 

bachelor unc le  who l ived  i n  t h e  Flowers'  home and who was an e n t h u s i a s t i c  

' ~ n t e r v i e w  wi th  John G. Flowers, J r  . , Austin, Texas, March 25 , 
6 Marquis (ed. ) , Who ' s Who I n  America, Vol X X I I  (1942-1943), 
p,  822; in te rv iew with Mrs. T. D.  McCaughan by a r epor t e r  of The 
College S t a r ,  San Marcos, Texas, May 20, 1942, pp, 1 ,  4. 

3 ~ o l l e p e  Star, March 30, 1943, p. 5. 



reader  himself  .4 This u n c l e ,  Adoniran Judson Flowers, o lder  brother  of 

Richard Morton, was a musician and taught  short-term rap id  reading  music 

schools5 all over t h e  Southwest. During h i s  t r a v e l s ,  "Uncle Donny" 

purchased books and brought them home t o  h i s  nephews, thus  g iv ing  them 

a " c u l t u r a l  h e a d s t a r t . "  He a l s o  i m p a ~ t e d  h i s  musical  knowledge t o  t h e  

s i x  Flowers boys. 

I n d i c a t i v e  of  John ' s  e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  young people,and of h i s  

d e s i r e  t o  be of pub l i c  serv ice ,was  h i s  a s soc ia t ion  with t h e  Boy Scouts 

of America soon a f t e r  t h e  o ~ g a n i z a t i o n  was incorporated i n  1910. 

Becoming a scoutmaster i n  191L, while  s t i l l  i n  h i s  t eens ,  John was one 

of t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  scoutmasters  i n  t h e  s t a t e  of Texas. 
6 

On September 12, 1912, j u s t  p r i o r  t o  h i s  seventeenth b i r thday ,  he 

en ro l l ed  as J. Garland Flowers i n  t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal 

School i n  San Marcos, Texas. D r .  M. L. Arnold* of t h e  h i s t o r y  

department ,  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Garland,  a s  h e  was then  c a l l e d ,  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

musical ;  he  was a member of t h e  mixed chorus and "had published one o r  

more p i e c e s  of music by t h e  t ime he w a s  twenty-one," He remained i n  

school  through t h e  summer of 1913 and re turned  again t h e  summer of 1916. 

During t h i s  same t ime,  b r a  Hogan, t h e  f u t u r e  Mrs. Flowers,  was a l s o  a 

4 ~ n t e r v i e w  (on t a p e s )  w i th  John Garland Flowers by B ~ u c e  Roche, 
San Marcos, Texas, March 16 ,  1964 ( t r ansc r ibed  by Tommy Ruth Ba l l ,  March, 
1966; t a p e s  and t r a n s c r i p t i o n  i n  P u b l i c i t y  F i l e  o f  Southwest Texas S t a t e  
College and d u p l i c a t e  copies  i n  Tommy Ruth B a l l  papers ) , pp. 4-5. 
Hereaf te r  c i t e d  a s  Flowers Tape. 

' ~ h e s e  schoo l s  were designed t o  teach  people t o  " s igh t  r e a d , "  
t h a t  i s ,  r ead  t h e  n o t e s  and the reby  s i n g  without  t h e  a i d  of a musical 
ins t rument ,  They were normally from a week t o  t e n  days i n  length  arid 
were known a s  "s inging  schools .  " 

6 ~ n t e r v i e w  wi th  John G. Flowers,  J r . ,  Aus t in ,  Texas, March 25, 
1966. 



s tudent  at t h e  Normal, a rd  i n  add i t ion  earned a degree i n  music at  t h e  

O l d  Coronal I n s t i t u t e  i n  San Marcos i n  1913. John and Lora were 

married December 24, 1916, and a year 1 a t e r . o n  December 20, 1917, t h e i r  

son,  John Garland, J r . ,  was born i n  Premont, Texas near where John was 

employed as t h e  p ~ i n c i p a l  of a small  school. Nine years l a t e r ,  a 

daughter ,  Mary Frances, was born on A p r i l  1, 1926, i n  Commerce, Texas, 

and t h e  f i r s t  grandchild,  John Garland, 111, was born on t h e  campus of 

Southwest Texas S t a t e  College on January 19,  1943, while t h e  c h i l d ' s  

f a t h e r ,  John, J r , ,  was i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  service.  8 

John Flowers had q u i t e  a var ied  background of experience by 1921 

when he accepted t h e  p r inc ipa l sh ip  of t h e  demonstration school a t  the  

Eas t  Texas S t a t e  Teachers College i n  Commerce, Texas. From 1913 t o  

1917 and aga in  from 1919 t o  1921, he had served t h e  public schools of 

Cooper, Texas a s  teacher ,  p r i n c i p a l ,  arid supervising p r inc ipa l ;  during 

t h e  two years ,  1918 t o  1920, of World War I, he was an educational  

d i r e c t o r  i n  s e v e r a l  army camps, While working a t  t h e  col lege  i n  Commerce, 

Flowers was a b l e  t o  continue h i s  education and received h i s  k h e l o r  of 

Arts Degree i n  1924. Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  while v i s i t i n g  Randolph Binion, 

p res iden t  of East  Texas S t a t e ,  who was recuperating from an i l l n e s s ,  

Flowers was  s t a r t l e d  by Binionus  recommendation t h a t  he go t o  Columbia 

Univers i ty  i n  New York and begin h i s  graduate work. There were severa l  

'college t r a n s a r  i p t  of J . ( ~ o h n )  Garland Flowers (1912-1913; 1916 ) 
on f i l e  with Of f ice  of the  R e g i s t r a r ,  Southwest Texas S t a t e  College; ah 
Pedagog, 1913, pp. 129-130; College S t a r ,  May 20, 1942, pL; College Catalog, 
J u l y ,  w, p, 49, JohnDs  home address was Sandia, Jim d e l l s  County, 
Texas, He roomed a t  t h e  J. F. Alsup boarding house i n  1912. 

'~n te ro iew wi th  John Flowers, Jr . ,  Austin, Texas, March 23, 1966. 
John Garland I11 has a younger b ro the r ,  Richard Morton, and Mary Franoes 
(Mrs. Wayne  ole) has t h r e e  chi ldren.  
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obs t ac l e s ,  however, not  t h e  l e a s t  of which was t he  problem of f inance,  

and Flowers began t o  p ro t e s t ,  but Binion was ins f  s t en t .  Although up t o  

t h i s  t ime,  Columbia Univers i ty  had not  admitted students from any of t h e  

teachers  co l l eges  i n  Texas i n t o  i t s  graduate school, President  Binion, 

without Flowers knowledge, had wr i t t en  Columbia and the  Universi ty had 

agreed t o  admit him f o r  one semester; i f  he d id  acceptable work, Columbia 

would recognize him as a fu l l - f ledged graduate student.  Also Binion had 

made f i n a n c i a l  arrangements a t  a l o c a l  bank to  enable Flowers t o  go t o  

school ;  i n  f a c t  he suggested t h a t  Mrs, Flowers a l s o  e n r o l l  i n  the  

graduate school a t  the  same time. Dr, Flowers described the  summer 

af ternoon v i s i t  with Randolph Binion as1'one of t h e  most valuable th ine5 

t h a t  ever happened t o  meo l t9  

I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1925, John and Lora Flowers were i n  New York, the  

f i r s t  graduated from any of t h e  S t a t e  Teachers Colleges of Texas t o  be 

admitted t o  t he  Columbia graduate school, Flowers proved t o  be such an 

exce l l en t  s tuden t  t h a t  e a r l y  i n  the  second semester he was advised t o  

t ake  t h e  prel iminary examination fo r  a doctorate.  He received h i s  

Master 5 Degree i n  1925 and re turned t o  East Texas S t a t e  College i n  

Commerce, Texas, where he became Director  of Training and Professor of 

Secondary Education. 

Three years  l a t e r  he was offered and accepted the  posi t ion a s  

Director  of I n t eg ra t i on  and Professor of Education a t  the  S t a t e  Teachers 

College, Montclair ,  New Jersey.  While a t  Montclair, he received h i s  

doc tora te  from Columbia Universi ty i n  1932, and i n  the  same ceremonies 

Mrs. Flowers was awarded her Master 's Degree i n  Home Economics. Also 

9 ~ l o w e r s  Tape, March 16, 1964, p. 10; Biographical Information 
Sheet prepared a t  Lock Haven, Pennsylvania i n  Flower 's F i l e  i n  t he  
P re s iden t ' s  Of f ice ,  Southwest Texas S t a t e  College. 



dur ing  t h e  yea r s  a t  Montclair (1934-1938)9 he was v i s i t i n g  Professor  i n  

t h e  School  of Education a t  New York Univers i ty  and a t  Northwestern 

U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Evanston, I l l i n o i s .  He l e f t  Montclair i n  1937 and 

became p res iden t  of t h e  S t a t e  Teachers College, Lock Haven, Pennsylvania,  

where he remained u n t i l  1942. I n  t h e  summers of 1937 and 1938, he 

l e c t u r e d  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of Arkansas, and i n  t h e  summer of 1941, he 

was a g a i n  a t  Northwestern Un ive r s i ty  a s  consul tan t  t o  t h e  National 

Commission on Teacher Education. I n  May, 1942, t h e  Board of Regents 

of Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College,  San Marcos, Texas, e l ec t ed  

him p r e s i d e n t  t o  succeed C e c i l  Eugene Evans. Thus on September 1, 

1942, John Garland Flowers began h i s  d u t i e s  a s  p re s iden t  of t h e  co l l ege  

where t h i r t y  y e a r s  before  (1912) he had e n ~ o l l e d  a s  a s tudent .  10 

The t h i r t y  y e a r s  which in t e rvened  between t h e  t ime t h a t  John 

Flowers became a s tuden t  a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  College and when he 

became p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  same schoo l  were a c t i v e  yea r s ,  To h i s  t e a c h e r ' s  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  r ece ived  i n  1913 and i n  1916 from t h e  Southwest Texas 

S t a t e  Normal ~ c h o o 1 , l l  he had added t h e  Bzchelor of Arts Degree from 

I U  
Biographica l  Information Sheet  prepared a t  Lock Haven, 

Pennsylvania i n  Flowers F i l e  i n  t h e  President  % Off i c e ,  Southwest 
Texas S t a t e  College;  Marquis ( e d . ) ,  ' rhous ldho I n  Ame~ica ,  Vol. X X I I  
(1942-1943), p. 822; Flowers Tape, March 16, 1964, p, 10;  College 
S t a r ,  September 16, 1942, pp, 1 ,  4;  College S t a r ,  May 20, 1942, p. 1, - 

l l l n  t h e  summer of 1913, he r ece ived  a second grade c e r t i f i c a t e  
a t  t h e  h igh  schoo l  l e v e l  which enabled him t o  t each  t h r e e  yea r s  i n  Texas; 
i n  t h e  summer of 1916 , he r e t u r n e d  and received a f i r s t  grade c e r t i f i c a t e  
v a l i d  f o r  s i x  yea r s  wi thout  examination (see College t r a n s c r i p t s ,  1912- 
1913 and 1916 i n  t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  ~ e g i s t r a r ) .  S ince  he rece ived  both 
of h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e s  a t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  summer s e s s i o n s ,  and t h e r e  was 
n o t  a s e p a r a t e  l i s t i n g  of c e r t i f i c a t e s  awarded a t  t h e  summer se s s ions ,  
J .  Garland Flowers name does n o t  appear i n  the  c o l l e g e  ca t a logs  as having 
r ece ived  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  c e r t i f i c a t e s ;  however, t h e  c o l l e g e  t r a n s c r i p t s  
c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he d i d  ea rn  them a t  t he  Southwest Texas S t a t e  
gormal School.  



E a s t  Texas S t a t e  Teachers College,  Commerce, Texas i n  1924, and t h e  Master 

of Arts Degree i n  1925 from Columbia, New York, A t  t h e  same t ime he had 

pioneered t h e  way f o r  t h e  acceptance  by Columbia of o ther  s tuden t s  from 

t h e  t e a c h e r s  c o l l e g e s  i n  Texas, and had done graduate work i n  1927- 

1928 a t  Southern Methodist U n i v e r s i t y ,  D a l l a s ,  Texase He had crowned 

h i s  educat ion  w i t h  a d o c t o r a t e  i n  philosophy from Columbia i n  1932. I n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  educa t iona l  achievements and broad experience,  he  had 

been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  an impressive number of p ro fes s iona l  and community 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  He was a member of t h e  Nat ional  Education Associa t ion ,  

e d i t o r  of t h e  Na t iona l  Yearbook Supervisors  of Student  Teaching from 

19% t o  1937, chairman of a R e s e a ~ c h  Committee of t h e  American 

Assoc ia t ion  of Teacher ' s  Col leges ,  a member of Rotary I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  

and a member of t h e  Methodist Church, He had been l i s t e d  i n  Who's Who 

i n  America, 1942, Who I s  Who i n  American Education, and Who 's Who i n  - 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l   ducati ion.^ The p o s i t i o n s  i n  which he had served and 

t h e  honors he had rece ived  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a wide 

v a r i e t y  of a c t i v i t i e s .  D r ,  Flowers w a s  t he  au thor  of s e v e ~ a l  books and 

of numerous a r t i c l e s  , inc luding  Content of Student-Teaching Courses 

Designed f o r  t h e  Training of Secondary Teachers i n  S t a t e  Teachers 

C o l l e g e s ,  & I n t e g r a t e d  Survey Course, The Observation Teaching, 

and Organiza t ion  9 Teacher Education Programs. 13 

A person c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the  Flowers fami ly  f ~ o m  John ' s  

1 2 ~ o r  a complete l i s t  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  and community o rgan iza t ions ,  
s e e  Appendix 11, 

1 3 ~ i o g r a p h i c a l  Sheet  i n  Flowers ' F i l e  i n  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Of f i ce  of 
Southwest Texas S t a t e  Col lege ;  College Star, March 30, 1943, pp, 1, 5. 
See Appendix I11 f o r  a complete resume of pub l i ca t ions  by D r ,  Flowers. 
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e a r l y  childhood commented, " D r .  Flowers has always been an outs tanding  

member of t h e  fami ly ,  and none of them have been p a r t i c u l a r l y  su rp r i sed  

a t  h i s  achievements.  "14 H i s  son s a i d ,  "He r e a l l y  became t h e  head of t h e  

f ami ly  a t  a n  e a r l y  a g e ;  by middle-age a l l  t h e  fami ly  looked t o  him f o r  

guidance and l eade r sh ip ,  'I a r a t h e r  remarkable circumstance s i n c e  he 

w a s  t h e  youngest of s i x  boys, 15 

When he  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  campus of Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers 

Col lege  i n  August,  1942, t h e  new p res iden t  gave t h e  impression "of 

competence, energy,  and v i s i o n , "  The College S t a r  published a personal  

d e s c r i p t i o n  of him a t  t h a t  t ime: "Aged forty-seven,  brown-haired, 

s t u r d y  of s t a t u r e ,  average of h e i g h t ,  a f f a b l e ,  y e t  e f f i c i e n t  and 

bus iness - l ike ,  D r .  Flowers has a f i rm handclasp and a ready smi le  t h a t  

insp i res  conf idence* Obviously, D r .  Evans has seen t o  i t  t h a t  t he  r e i n s  

were l e f t  i n  good hands, 1 1 1 6  By t h e  t ime of h i s  o f f i c i a l  inaugura t ion  

a s  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  c o l l e g e  on March 27,  1943, D r ,  Flowers had a l ready 

se rved  seven months i n  t h a t  capac i ty .  According t o  an  e d i t o r i a l  i n  

The College S t a r ,  t h e  new p res iden t  had assumed a pos i t i on  of vigorous - 
l e a d e r s h i p  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  but  i n  t h e  community. He had spoken 

t o  almost  every  o rgan iza t ion  i n  San Marcos and t o  numerous groups i n  

t h e  surrounding towns and communities, "He has revea led  himself a s  a 

man of va r i ed  a b i l i t i e s  and a p t i t u d e s  . . . he has helped s e l l  bonds, 

h e ' s  boosted t h e  Red Cross Dr ive ,  h e 0 s  been an a c t i v e  church worker, 

"col lege S t a r ,  May 20, 1942, p.  4. 

15~n te rv iew wi th  John Flowers,  J r . .  Aust in,  Texas, March 25 ,  1966. 

I 6 c o l l e g e  S t a r ,  August 20 ,  1942, p. 6. 



and so  on and on, a l l  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  heavy war-time d u t i e s  a s  p r e s i d e n t  

of Southwest Texas S t a t e  f eache r s  College. "17 Wri t ing  of Dr . Flowers ' 

f i r s t  months of s e r v i c e  t o  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Col lege ,  Otha Grisham, 

s tudent  e d i t o r  of The Collepe Star, s t a t e d ,  "So t h e  new pres ident  of 

Southwest Texas S t a t e  College was chosen; t h e  f a c t  t h a t  nobody stopped 

t h i s  s i d e  of Pennsylvania t o  g e t  a man f o r  t h e  job proved thaC Dr. 

Flowers undoubtedly knew a g r e a t  d e a l  about running a school ."  
18  

Grisham f u r t h e r  commented t h a t  i f  t h e  f i r s t  few months of s e r v i c e  were 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t he  admin i s t r a t ion  t o  fo l low it would indeed be a 

success fu l  one, f o r  D r .  Flowers had a l r eady  d i s t ingu i shed  himself as 

a man of a b i l i t y  and act ion.19 Evidence of h i s  c a p a b i l i t y  and 

performance may be found i n  t h e  pos i t i ons  of l e a d e r s h i p  which Dr. 

Flowers held through t h e  succeeding y e a r s ,  i n  var ious  organiza t ions  

on the n a t i o n a l ,  r e g i o n a l ,  s t a t e ,  and l o c a l  l e v e l s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  

various honors accorded him. 

American Associat ion of Colleges f o r  Teacher Education 

The American Associat ion of Colleges f o r  Teacher Education (AACTE), 

a department of t h e  National  Education Associa t ion ,  was organieed i n  

February, 1948, a t  t h e  annual  Convention of t h e  parent  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  

A t l a n t i c  C i ty ,  New Jersey .  The AACTE was not  a new o rgan iza t ion ,  but  

a merger of t h e  t h r e e  leading  n a t i o n a l  teacher  groups r ep resen t ing  some 

two hundred s i x t y  co l leges  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t h e  United d t a t e s :  The 

Y f ~ o l l e g e  S t a r .  March 30, 1943, p. 1. 



American Associa t ion  of Teachers Colleges,  The National  Associa t ion  of  

Colleges and Departments of Educat ion,  and The National  Associa t ion  of 

Teacher Education I n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Metropoli tan D i s t r i c t s ,  Present  a t  

t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  meeting a s  a d e l e g a t e ,  Dr. Flowers was appointed 

chairman of t h e  Committee on S t u d i e s  and Standards i n  t h e  newly-formed 

fede ra t ion .  He had been a c t i v e  i n  t h e  American Associa t ion  of Teachers 

Colleges f o r  a number of y e a r s  and had served a s  a member of t h e  

Committee on Standards and Surveys s i n c e  1944. This committee had 

made a d e t a i l e d  s tudy of t e a c h e r s  co l l eges  and t h e i r  goa l s ,  t h e  completed 

r e p o r t  being e n t i t l e d  ltSchool and Community Laboratory Experiences i n  

Teacher Education. " This r e p o r t  was presented by D r .  Flowers t o  t h r e e  

s e p a r a t e  groups a t  t h e  1948 convention and was published i n  book form 

i n  t h e  summer of 1948 by t h e  American Associat ion of Teachers Colleges. 
20 

Continuing h i s  work i n  t h e  AACTE, Dr. Flowers was e lec ted  v ice-pres ident  

of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a t  t h e  S t .  Louis Convention i n  1949;21 and i n  

February,  1950, a t  t h e  A t l a n t i c  C i t y  Convention, he  was e l e c t e d  

p res iden t .  E n t h u s i a s t i c  about  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  he 

s a i d ,  "I f e e l  s a f e  i n  saying t h a t  t h e  American Associat ion of Colleges 

f o r  Teacher Education i s  r a p i d l y  becoming t o  t h e  teaching profess ion  

what t h e  American Medical Associa t ion  i s  t o  d o c t o r s . "  He f u r t h e r  

dec la red ,  "We must bui ld  a teaching  profess ion  t h a t  i s  as jealous of 

i t s  h igh  s t anda rds  a s  t h e  medical  p ro fes s ion , "  Ten n a t i o n a l  workshops 

2 0 ~ h e  - American Assoc ia t ion  o+ Colleges for Teacher Education, 
F i r s t  Yearbook, 1948, pp. 3, 99;  College Star, February 25, 1948, p. 4; - 
The American Associa t ion  of Teachers Colleges,  Twenty-third Yearbook, - 
1944, p. 2. 

' l ~ h e  - American Associa t ion  of Colleges for Teacher Education, 
Second Yearbook, 1949, p. 3 ;  Col lege  S t a r ,  March 9 ,  1949, p. 1. 



were scheduled f o r  t he  summer; the  t op i c  for  study was "The Improvement 

of Profess ional  Laboratory Experiences i n  the  Education of Teachers. " 

The surveys of teachers col leges  by the  Committee on Standards and 

Surveys which Dr. Flowers chaired for f i v e  years were u t i l i z ed  i n  the  

workshops. 
22 

Even a f t e r  the  conclusion of h i s  term of o f f i c e  as president of 

t h e  organizat ion,  D r .  Flowers continued t o  be ac t i ve  i n  i t ,  and i n  

1953 was made chairman of the  National Religious Education Committee. 

A t  a Ju ly  meeting i n  Chicago, t he  committee approved the  employment of 

a ful l - t ime coordinator t o  " v i s i t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and serve a s  a consultant 

i n  r e l i g ious  mat ters ,"  The primary object  of t he  program, sponsored by 

t h e  Danforth Foundation, was t o  develop and r e f ine  courses on the  

co l lege  Serving a s  chairman of t h i s  group for  four years, he 

met with his committee members i n  1957 a s  they climaxed the i r  e f fo r t s  

by preparing a repor t  t o  be published i n  book form on the  Danforth 

Foundation experimental program i n  f i f t e e n  colleges.24 In  1965. Dr. 

Flowers concluded almost seventeen years of ac t i ve  par t ic ipat ion i n  

t h e  AACTE when he attended t h e  meeting i n  Chicago, a t  which time he and 

a l l  t he  past  pres idents  of t h e  associat ion were honored a t  a spec ia l  

d inner .  25 

2 2 ~ h e  - American Association Colleges for Teacher Education, 
Third Yearbook, 1950, p. 3; College S t a r ,  March 1, 1950, p, 1; March - 
8, 19-50, p. 1 ;  Joe B. Vogel, "Texas Educator Heads AACTE, " The Texas 
Outlook, Vol. XXXIV ( ~ u l y ,  1950), p. 19. 

Z 3 ~ o l l e p e  S t a r ,  Ju ly  17, 1953, p. 1. 

% ~ a n  - Marcos Record, November 15, 1957, p. 1. 

Z 5 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  February 19, 1965, p. 1. 



The Tr ip  To Germany 

In  1949, t h e  United S t a t e s  Office of Mi l i t a ry  Government invi ted  

President  Flowers "to serve during t h e  summer months as  a special  

consultant  i n  higher education i n  s e t t i ng  up a teacher training program 

i n  Germany. " Accordingly, he l e f t  San Marcos fo r  Washington on May 15, 

and along with eleven other American educators was flown by mil i tary  

plane t o  the  American zone i n  Germany. The workshop, conducted from 

May 15 t o  August 15 a t  Wurttemberg S t a t e  Teachers College i n  Esslingen, 

was under t he  auspices of t h e  Educational Branch of the American 

Mi l i t a ry  Government o f  Occupied Germany, and included five representat ives 

from fore ign countr ies  i n  add i t ion  t o  the  American educators. Dr. 

Flowers worked i n  the spec i a l  a r ea s  of student teaching and in-service 

t ra in ing  .26 I n  a l e t t e r  dated May 27, 1949, t o  Dean Alfred A. Nolle, 

ac t ing  president  of the  col lege  during h i s  absence, Dr. Flowers wrote, 

"I s h a l l  ever be g r a t e fu l  t o  you for your helpfulness,  This i s  an 

opportunity beyond expectat ions.  Near the  c lose  of h is  special  work 

i n  Germany, he wrote, "I am s t i l l  g r ea t l y  stimulated and pleased a t  the  

prospects of good r e s u l t s  but am very busy--almost a night and day 

arrangement now. " 27 The ob jec t  of the  three-months workshop with t h e  

Educational Branch of the  American Mi l i t a ry  Government was t o  a s s i s t  i n  

the  reorganization of the educational  system i n  Germany, The r e su l t s  

were l a t e r  t r an s l a t ed  i n to  French f o r  use i n  the  French schools as  w e l l .  
28 

2 6 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  May 11,  1949, p. 1. 

2 7 ~ b i d  * ) June 8 ,  1949, p p  1, 2 ;  August 10. 1949, p. 1. 
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John Flowers,  J r .  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  t r i p  abroad as a milestone i n  h i s  

f a t h e r ' s  exper ience .  29 

P r e s i d e n t  Flowers was q u i t e  modest about h i s  l eade r sh ip  i n  educat ion 

on t h e  n a t i o n a l  scene.  He remarked, "Now t h a t  was t h e  acc iden t  of  having 

been i n  a c e r t a i n  p o s i t i o n  on a c e r t a i n  committee a t  a c e r t a i n  time. . . . 
I ' v e  been f o r t u n a t e  i n  having t h e s e  n a t i o n a l  con tac t s . "  He a t t r i b u t e d  

h i s  r i s e  t o  n a t i o n a l  importance p a r t l y  t o  h i s  graduate  s tudy a t  Columbia, 

t o  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  outs tanding  people i n  educat ion i n  t h e  East ,  and 

t o  h i s  membership i n  n a t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ions  and subsequent p laces  of 

l e a d e r s h i p  i n  them. D r .  Flowers a l s o  s t r e s s e d  h i s  having followed Dr. 

B i n i o n ' s  admonition t o  go t o  Columbia, a move which " s t a r t e d  t h e  wheels 

t o  r o l l i n g ,  " l e d  him t o  a p o s i t  i o n  of n a t i o n a l  prominence i n  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  wor ld ,  and u l t i m a t e l y  inf luenced  h i s  e n t i r e  career .  30 

Regional  and S t a t e  Committees 

D r .  Flowers was n o t  on ly  a c t i v e  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  i n  educat ion,  

b u t  a l s o  served i n  va r ious  c a p a c i t i e s  on r e g i o n a l  and s t a t e  l e v e l s ,  I n  

January ,  1944, he served on t h e  Regional  Postwar Educat ional  Committee, 

which c o n s i s t e d  of  one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from each s t a t e  wi th in  t h e  a r e a  of 

t h e  Southern Associa t ion  of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Designated 

aa chairman i n  h i s  s t a t e ,  each r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on t h e  r eg iona l  committee 

a p p ~ i n t e d  a s t a t e  postwar educa t iona l  committee t o  work i n  cooperat ion 

w i t h  t h e  r e g i o n a l  committee and t h e  United S t a t e s  Of f i ce  of Education, 

2 9 ~ n t e r v i e w  wi th  John Flowers,  Jr., Austin,  Texas, March 25, 1966. 

30Flowers a ,  June 1 0 ,  1964, p. 9. 



Both reg iona l  and s t a t e  committees s tudied programs of education f o r  

returned mi l i t a ry  veterans and f o r  c i v i l i an s , bo th  on a col lege  and a 

pr e-college l eve l .  31 

Leadership on a S t a t e  Level 

Pa r t i cu l a r l y  ac t ive  i n  t he  Texas Educational Association, Dr. 

Flowers served t h e  various organizat ions  i n  a number of capac i t i e s .  

A t  a work conference of the  Texas Council of Teachers of Education i n  

1948, he acted a s  chairman of a group making a study e n t i t l e d   evelo loping 

Laboratory Experiences i n  Teacher Preparation;" t he  next year he was 

chairman of the  committee on Class i f i ca t ion  and Accreditat ion of 

Teacher Education In s t i t u t i ons .  Presiding over one of the  general  

sessions of the  Mid-Winter Administrators' Conference i n  Austin i n  
i 

1951, he l ed  a discuss ion on "Professional  Education f o r  Teachers and 

Administrators. n32 In 1952 he was appointed vice-chairman of the 

newly-organized S t a t e  Board of Examiners fo r  Teacher Education i n  Texas, 

a group with the  primary purpose of studying t he  ove ra l l  program of 

teacher education and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  Texas, of formulating standards 

f o r  the  teacher education program, of advising t he  S t a t e  Board of 
i 

Eduaation of i t s  f indings and recommendations, and of i s su ing  teachers  

c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  I n  1955 Dr .  Flowers served as president  of the  S t a t e  

" ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  January lr? , 1944, pp. 1, 4. 

3 2 ~ b i d  -* October 20, 1948, p. 1 ; .  February 9 ,  1949, p. 4; 
January 10 ,  1951, P. 1. 



Board of Examiners fo r  Teacher Education i n  Texas. 33 

The Texas Socie ty  fo r  Crippled Children 

Dr. Flowers' a c t i v i t i e s  were n o t  l imi ted  t o  the  f i e l d  of d u c a t i o n ;  

he was a leader a l s o  i n  various o ther  organizat ions.  One was the  Texas 

Soc ie ty  f o r  Crippled Children, the  o l d e s t  associa t ion i n  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  organized s o l e l y  t o  administer treatment t o  crippled children.  

F i r s t  a member of t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s ,  he served as vice-president 

and then pres ident  of the  organisationj.W Martin M. Ricker, executive 

s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  assoc ia t ion ,  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Dr. Flowers represented 

t h e  Texas group on t h e  profess ional  advisory committee fo r  the  National 

Soc ie ty  f o r  Crippled Children and Adults ,  and t h a t  he was a t  d i f f e r e n t  

t imes a member of various committees, including those on Consti tut ions 

and Bylaws, Leg i s la t ive  Budget, and Nominations. "Dr .  Flowers was 

ins t rumenta l  i n  es tab l i sh ing  permanent headquarters f o r  the  Socie ty ,"  

s a i d  Ricker ,35 and it was while he was serving t h e  second time a s  

v ice-pres ident  t h a t  t h e  Socie ty  su rpr i sed  him wi th  a cake honoring h i s  

s ix ty - four th  bir thday.  ? 6 

3 3 ~ a n  - Marcos Record, November 21, 1952, p. 3; College w, 
February 4, 19559 p. 2. 

3 4 ~ r .  Flowers was pres ident  of t h e  organizat ion from October, 
1949 t o  October, 1951. 

3%artin M. Ricker t o  Tommy Ruth Ba l l ,  March 14, 1966 ( l e t t e r  i n  
Tommy Ruth B a l l  papers ) ; College S t a r ,  October 19,  1949, p. 4. 

3 6 ~ h e  annual  convention met i n  Abilene on October 17, 1959 (sea 
College S t a r ,  October 23, 1959, p. 4 ) .  



R ~ t a r y  . >. I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Another o rgan iza t ion  i n  which D r .  John Flowers r o s e  t o  l e a d e r s h i p  

was t h e  Rotary I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  of which he became a member i n  1938. 

Having served on various committees f o r  four teen  yea r s ,  he became 

p res iden t  of  t h e  San Marcos Rotary Club i n  1952; j u s t  f i v e  yea r s  later 

he was e l e c t e d  Governor of D i s t r i c t  504 of Rotary I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  becoming 

cus tod ian  f o r  a year  of thir ty-seven Xotary Clubs with a composite 

membership of over e ighteen  hundred, During h i s  term of o f f i c e  as 

D i s t r i c t  Governor, he made a personal  v i s i t  t o  each of t h e  th i r ty-seven 

chap te r s  i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  3 7 

Local Civ ic  A f f a i r s  

D r .  Flowers p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  so many l o c a l  c i v i c  a f f a i r s  t h a t  

cons ide ra t ion  of a l l  of them would f i l l  numerous pages; a b r i e f  mention 

of h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  two groups--the d r i v e  f o r  a new h o s p i t a l ,  and t h e  

campaign f o r  a new hote l - -wi l l ,  however, s e rve  a s  examples. It was i n  

t h e  f a l l  of 1957 t h a t  r e s i d e n t s  of San Marcos began studying t h e  need 

f o r  improved h o s p i t a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  D r .  Flowers was a member of t h e  

s t e e r i n g  committee f o r  the  new h o s p i t a l  when Dr. Dean F. Winn, h o s p i t a l ,  

s e r v i c e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Texas Department of Heal th,  addressed i n t e r e s t e d  

c i t i z e n s  a t  a meeting i n  Evans Auditorium i n  l a t e  November. Mr. Whit 

P h i l l i p s  of Page, Southerland and Page Arch i t ec tu ra l  Firm a l s o  spoke t o  

t h e  group, o u t l i n i n g  a proposal f o r  a forty-bed h o s p i t a l  a t  an  approximate 

37~ews  Releases i n  College P u b l i c i t y  F i l e s ,  1957, John Flowers; 
Sari Marcos Record, March 8 ,  1957, p. 1; June 5, 1958, p. 1. 



c o s t  of s i x  hundred thousand d o l l a r s  ($600,000). P e t i t i o n s  asking t h e  

County Clerk  t o  c a l l  a bond vo te  t o  r a i s e  the  needed funds were 

c i r cu la t ed ;38  and t h e  h o s p i t a l  bond v o t e  was approved by a margin of 

f o r t y - e i g h t  vo te s .  Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  Dean F. Winn of t h e  S t a t e  

Department a s s u r e d  Hays County of a con t r ibu t ion  of two hundred seventy- 

f i v e  thousand d o l l a r s  ($275,000) by t h e  Fede ra l  government. 39 The 

h o s p i t a l  was e r e c t e d  by t h e  J. C.  Evans Cons t ruc t ion  Company wi th  

John Linn S c o t t  a s  a r c h i t e c t  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  Commissioners 

Court of Hays County, and was o f f i c i a l l y  opened on March 7 ,  1960. A t  

t h a t  t ime t h e  admin i s t r a t ion  of t h e  forty- two bed h o s p i t a l  was given 

t o  t h e  Seventh Day Advent i s t s .  
4 0 

I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1959, wh i l e  t h e  h o s p i t a l  was being cons t ruc ted ,  

San Marcos c i t i z e n s  launched a campaign f o r  a n  eighty-room, modern 

h o t e l ,  and D r .  Flowers was named chairman of t h e  t h i r t y - e i g h t  member 

execut ive  committee t o  d i r e c t  t h e  d r i v e .  By e a r l y  December advance 

cond i t iona l  s a l e  of s tock  i n  t h e  h o t e l  had reached one hundred twenty- 

e igh t  thousand f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s  ($128,500) ; however, t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  

i n  t h e  s e l l i n g  of the  s tock ,  i nvo lv ing  t h e  purchase of l i c e n s e s  f o r  a l l  

who would be secur ing  pledges,  r e s u l t e d  i n  a postponement of t he  s a l e s  

campaign u n t i l  January,  1960. Af t e r  f u r t h e r  d e l a y  i n  order  t o  meet t h e  

j8san - Marcos Record, November 21 ,  1957, p. 1; November 28 ,  1957, p. 1. 

3 9 ~ b i d . ,  - A p r i l  10 ,  1958, p. 1; June 12. 1958, p. 1. Af te r  approval  
of t h e  bond i s s u e ,  t h e  s t e e r i n g  committee was abo l i shed  as t h e  County 
Commissioners Cour t  supervised t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  h o s p i t a l .  
In terv iew w i t h  Hazel Duncan, D i s t r i c t  C le rk ,  Hays County Courthouse, 
San Marcos, Texas, A p r i l  11, 1967- 

4 0 ~ o u r  Hos i t a l ,  Booklet by Hays Memorial H o s p i t a l ,  San Marcos, 
Texas, 1965, -7- p. 3 Hosp i t a l  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  Inc .  , Cleveland,  ~ e n n e s s e e ) .  
Bronze plaque i n  lobby of Hays County Memorial H o s p i t a l ,  San Marcos. 



requirements of t h e  S e c u r i t i e s  Commission, i n  A p r i l  Paul Rogers, owner 

of t h e  Aquarena and Glass Bottom Boat Scenic Attract ions,  a s  w e l l  as a 

commitkeanan and an  inves to r  i n  t h e  community h o t e l ,  s ta ted  t h a t  he 

wished t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of p r i v a t e l y  financing a h o t e l  

a t  t h e  head of t h e  San Marcos River .  The h o t e l  committee agreed t o  

g i v e  Rogers t ime t o  pursue h i s  p l ans ,  and i n  September, 1960, t h e  

Executive Committee of t h e  Community Hotel  "authorized d i s so lu t ion  of 

t h e  corpora t ion ,  " and "threw a l l  t h e  support of t h e  group t o  Paul  

Rogers i n  t h e  development of h o t e l  p l ans*  ltcl I n  an unexpected way, 

t h e  wishes of D r .  Flowers and h i s  committee t h u s  became a r e a l i t y .  

The F i r s t  Methodist Church 

Dr. Flowers was a n  a c t i v e  member of t h e  Methodist Church, and he 

served on The O f f i c i a l  Boa~d  of t h e  church almost a l l  of the years  he 

was a member of t h e  F i r s t  Methodist Church of San Marcos. A t  var ious  

t imes he ta lked  t o  t h e  congregat ion on such sub jec t s  a3 church f inance ,  

and he was o f t e n  t h e  speaker on laymen's Sunday. "He was a very  s t rong ,  

genuine church member. " s a i d  D r .  A. A ,  Grusendorf , a fellow member of 

The O f f i c i a l  Board, Professor  Grusendorf,  of t h e  Sociology Department 

of Southwest Texas S t a t e ,  commented f u r t h e r ,  "As a friend and co-worker 

of D r .  Flowers,  I. th ink  he t r i e d  t o  conduct himself a t  a l l  times a s  a 

C h r i s t i a n  gentlemen . . . . Methodism was proud of Dr , Flowers. "42 

''~an - Marcos Record, December 10,  1959, p. 1 ;  September 15, 1960, 
p. 1; September 2-0, p. 1. 

4 2 ~ n t e r v i e w  wi th  Dr. A.  A. Grusendorf , San Marcos, Texas, August 
22,  1966. 



The Reverend Raymond Wilson, a former min i s t e r  of t h e  F i r s t  

Methodist Church i n  San Marcos, and a long-time f r i end  of D r .  Flowers, 

had t h i s  t o  say  about him : 

In personal  fe l lowship ,  i n  community i n t e r e s t ,  even i n  c r i s e s ,  
Dr. John Flowers revealed a cons is tency  of cha rac te r  and purpose. 
He exh ib i t ed  a wi l l i ngness  t o  l i s t e n ;  he revealed a c a r e f u l  
d i r e c t i v e n e s s  t o  the  experience of t he  moment. D r .  Flowers could 
r i s e  i n  r igh teous  indignat ion  when dea l ing  wi th  s i t u a t i o n s  where 
such an  a t t i t u d e  was thought t o  be b e s t  f o r  t h e  moment. I always 
f e l t  t h a t  Dr. Flowers tended t o  assume too much of t h e  d e t a i l s  of 
an opera t ion ,  which o f t en  l e d  him i n t o  appearing t o  be ove r ly  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t r i v i a l ,  t o  t h e  exclusion of t h e  bas ic  i s s u e  a t  
hand. As a f r i e n d ,  D r .  Flowers was warm and cons idera te ;  he d id  
no t  h e s i t a t e  t o  t a k e  a f r i e n d  t o  t a s k  over t h e  way he was ac t ing .  
Dr. Flowers was q u i t e  conscious of how he appeared;  h i s  image of 
himself was c l e a r  t o  a l l  who knew him, He a l s o  had an i d e a  of 
what o t h e r s  should look l i k e  i n  t h e i r  r o l e s  of l i v i n g .  It i s  a 
memory of p leasantness  t o  r e c a l l  Dr. Flowers ' f r i endsh ip .  43 

Heart At tack  

About midnight on A p r i l  30, 1961, h e s i d e n t  Flowers su f fe red  a 

h e a r t  a t t a c k  and was c r i t i c a l l y  ill when admit ted t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  e a r l y  

Sunday morning. The i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  condi t ion  w a s  s o  keen both on the  

campus and i n  downtown San Marcos t h a t  a d a i l y  b u l l e t i n  was i ssued  by 

t h e  co l l ege  t o  keep people informed of h i s  progress .  By Wednesday, 

P res iden t  Flowers had passed t h e  f i r s t  seventy-two hours  t h a t  a r e  always 

c r i t i c a l  i n  such an  i l l n e s s ,  and h i s  case  was r epor t ed  as " se r ious ,  but 

wi th  hope. "4.4 By May 18, Dr. Flowers had passed the  danger s t a g e  and 

was on t h e  road t o  recovery. His most famous v i s i t o r  whi le  i n  t he  

h o s p i t a l  was Vice-President Lyndon B. Johnson, a 1930 graduate of t h e  

4 3 ~ t a t e m e n t  by The Reverend Raymond Wilson, A p r i l  11, 1967, 
Mr. Wilson w a s  pas tor  i n  San Marcos from June, 1957 t o  June, 1964. 

w ~ a n  - Marcas Record, May 4 ,  1961, p. 1. 



c o l l e g e ,  who dur ing  h i s  v i s i t  on May 28, showed D r .  Flowers h i s  own 

membership card  i n  t h e  "Coronary Club." Dr. Flowers was r e l eased  from 

t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  e a r l y  June, and i n  l a t e r  Ju ly ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  adminis t ra t ion  

o f f i c e s  O f  t h e  col lege .  By September 15,  he was working four  t o  f i v e  

hours a day i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  and by l a t e  October, he had re turned t o  a 

"near f u l l - t i m e  schedule. u45 

F i n a l  Months wi th  t h e  College 

The next  two years ,  a period of unusual  growth and expansion 

f o r  Southwest Texas, were, of course ,  busy years  f o r  t h e  schoo l ' s  

p res iden t .  Enrollment,having been a t  an  a l l - t ime  high of two thousand 

six hundred s i x t y  (2,660) i n  t h e  f a l l  of 196 0 ,  reached t h r e e  

thousand e i g h t  hundred f i f t y  (3,850) by t h e  f a l l  of 1963. 46 J u s t  t h e  

year  before ,  i n  1962, a p p l i c a t i o n  had been made f o r  f e d e r a l  a i d  t o  

assist both t h e  c i t y  of San Marcos and Southwest S t a t e  College i n  plans 

f o r  expansion, and the  people of San Marcos had voted ove~whelningly i n  

favor of t h e  General Neighborhood Renewal Plan, a s  it was ca l l ed .  San 

Marcos t h u s  became the  f i r s t  c i t y  i n  Texas t o  u s e  t h e  open space land 

program47 of t h e  f e d e r a l  government. Known a s  t h e  Chautauqua H i l l  

4 5 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  June 9 ,  1961, p. 1 ;  September 15, 1961, p. 1 ;  
October 27, 1961, p. 6 ;  a Marcos Record, May 18,  1961, Ju ly  27, 
1961, po lo 

46San - Marcos Record, October 3,  1963, p. 1. 

4 7 ~ h e  open apace land or  urban renewal p o g r a n  provided f e d e r a l  a i d  
t o  a c i t y  for . i rn ovements on a three-to-one r a t i o ,  A c i t y  wi th  a co l l ege  
rece ived c r e d l t  ? or  t h e  r vious seven e a r s  c o l l e  e improvements; 

P outhwest Texas had spen! $370,000 whicE made San karcos e l i  i b l e  f o r  
1,110,000.  The c l t y  used part of t h e  money t o  purchase l a n i  surrounding 
he  c o l l e g e ,  c l ea red  t h e  buildings, and sold t h e  land t o  t h e  col lege .  

The program saved t h e  co l l ege  about  $600,000, and provided money fo r  
San Marcos t o  make needed improvements. 
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Pro jec t  , the  c o l l e g e  phase of t h e  ven tu re  "encompassed a forty-two a c r e  

a r e a  around t h e  co l l ege ,  and was t o  be used f o r  expansion of t h e  co l l ege  

pr o per . "48 A s  p re s iden t  of t h i s  f a s t  growing educa t iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

Dr. Flowers n e c e s s a r i l y  but  uncomplainingly c a r r i e d  a burden t h a t  would 

have been arduous fo r  a younger, h e a l t h i e r  mann 

Announcement of Retirement 

Regardless  of t h e  personal  s a t i d a c t i o n  he must have f e l t  i n  having 

a l a r g e  p a r t  i n  t h e  rap id  expansion of Southwest S t a t e  College, t h i s  

unusual  growth and t h e  consequent heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  must have been 

important  f a c t o r s  i n  prompting Dr. Flowers t o  r e t i r e  a year e a r l i e r  than 

he had planned. It was on September 9 ,  1963, a t  t he  f i r s t  general  f a c u l t y  

meeting, t h a t  P re s iden t  Flowers announced h i s  i n t e n t i o n  of r e t i r i n g  a t  t h e  

end of t h a t  school  year .  He s a i d ,  "Southwest Texas S t a t e  needs a 

younger,  more vigorous person t o  guide  i t  during t h i s  c r i t i c a l  period 

of growth, expansion,  and development." He observed fu r the r  t h a t  h i s  

r e t i r e m e n t  a year e a r l i e r  than was r e q u i r e d  would enable  him and Mrs. 

Flowers t o  f u l f i l l  such personal  plans a s  spending a year in Europe. 49 

The l a s t  year  as ch ief  admin i s t r a to r  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  

Col lege  was f i l l e d  with occasions of honor and t r i b u t e  for  the  

r e spec t ed  p re s iden t .  I n  October ,  1963, t h e  Homecoming themet "Twenty-two 
I 

Years of P rog res s , "  f ea tu red  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  of h i s  admin i s t r a t i on , a t  

which time t h r e e  prominent alumni eu logized  the  r e t i r i n g  president 

dur ing  a s p e c i a l  assembly a t  t h e  school .  Texas Senator  Walter Richter ,  

a 1938 graduate  and former f a c u l t y  member, spoke of  t h e  high esteem 

4 8 ~ o l l e  e S t a r ,  J u l y  27, 1962, p. 1; September 1 4 ,  1962, p. 1 ;  
S e p t e m b d l m  p. 1; Marcos Record. February 7 ,  1963, p. 1. 

4 9 ~ a l l e g e  S t a r ,  September 13, 1964,  p. 1 ;  Marcos Record, 
September 1 2 ,  l m  p. 1. 



46 

which s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  had f o r  D r .  Flowers. Declar ing  tha t  he had heard 

nothing but  p r a i s e  f o r  Pres ident  Flowers i n  Aus t in ,  Senator Richter 

descr ibed  him a s  a " f i g h t e r  wi th  f i n e s s e ; "  then he spoke d i r e c t l y  t o  

Pres ident  Flowers when he s a i d ,  "The f o l k s  i n  Aus t in  admire you for  your 

candor, your l o y a l  oppos i t ion ,  and youp tenac ious  support of anything 

t h a t  he lps  h igher  educat ion."  Mrs. Sad ie  Ray Powell, a 1943 graduate 

of t he  c o l l e g e ,  and a pas t  p re s iden t  of Texas S t a t e  Teachers Associat ion,  

was complimentary of t h e  school" f i n e  teacher  t r a i n i n g  program, 

c r e d i t i n g  Dr, Flowers with s t ay ing  "ahead of t h e  needs of teacher 

educat ion ,  " M r .  J o  C o  Kellam, a 1923 g ~ a d a u t e  and current ly  v i ce  - 
pres iden t  of t h e  Board of Regents of t h e  co l l ege ,  affirmed t h a t  the  

r egen t s  he ld  Dr. Flowers " i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  esteem," I n  addit ion to making 

h i s  own obse rva t ions ,  Mr. Kellam read  a l e t t e r  from another famous 

s t u d e n t ,  United S t a t e s  Vice-President Lyndon B. Johnson. Addressed t o  

Dr. Flowers,  t h e  l e t t e r  concluded, "You have become such a p a r t  of 

Southwest Texas S t a t e  College t h a t  you can never r e a l l y  leave. , 50  

I n  response t o  t h e  many words of acclaim, Pres ident  Flowers s t a t ed  

simply, "My predecessors  and I have done t h e  b e s t  we know how to  bui ld 

t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  However, a l l  t h a t  has  happened i s  prologue to what 

w i l l  happen i n  t h e  fu tu re .  It  The r e t i r i n g  chief  adminis t ra tor  predicted 

t h a t  t h e  co l l ege  would double i n  enrol lment  and p l a n t  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  

next t e n  yea r s ,  "The dedica ted  scho la r s  a t  t h i s  co l l ege  have been t h e  

reason f o r  i t s  g r e a t n e s s , "  s a i d  D r .  Flowers. He a l s o  proclaimed t h a t  

t h e  t e a c h e r s  and t h e  s tuden t s  were t h e  key people i n  the  co l lege  and 

t h a t  t h e  teaching  and l ea rn ing  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  classrooms, l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  

5 0 ~ a n  - Marcos Record, October 24. 1963, p. 1 ;  October 31, 1963, p. 8. 



and shops were t h e  most important  phases of t h e  co l lege  program, 51 

Another event t h a t  h igh l igh ted  t h e  Homecoming was the recognit ion 

of t h e  golden anniversary  of D r .  Flowel u ' c l a s s  a t  Southwest Texas, a t  

which twenty-f ive graduates  of t h e  1913 c l a s s  were present ,  The climax 

of t h e  Homecoming ceremonies was t h e  p resen ta t ion  of the Ga i l l a rd i ans ,  

six women and s i x  men s tuden t s  who had been e l e c t e d  a s  campus f a v o r i t e s  

during t h e  week, bu t  whose i d e n t i t y  was kept  s e c r e t  u n t i l  the  Saturday 

n igh t  dance. D r .  and Mrs. Flowers were chosen a s  honor Ga i l l a rd i ans  

and were "presented before  t h e  crowd wi th  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  bouquet of 

roses  and a key chain ."  This was t h e  f i r s t  t ime such an event had ever 

occurred,and a photograph of Dr, and Mrsa Flowers, taken a t  the  time of 

announcement of t h e  G a i l l a r d i a n s ,  meri ted a f u l l  page i n  the  school 

annual ,  The Pedagog. 52 

On March 7 ,  1964, t h e  f a c u l t y  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College 

gave a banquet honoring D P ,  Flowers f o r  h i s  twenty-two years of 

mer i tor ious  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  co l l ege .  D r ,  Joe  H. Wilson, d3an of t h e  

co l l ege ,  was Master of Ceremonies; t h e  Rev, Glenn Norris,  d i r e c t o r  of 

t h e  Bap t i s t  S tudent  Center ,  gave t h e  invocat ion;  and Dr, Buford Williams, 

p re s iden t  of t h e  Facul ty  Sena te ,  in t roduced t h e  gues ts ,  Again sending 

h i s  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  was Lyndon B, Johnson, a  1930 graduate of Southwest 

Texas S t a t e  Col lege  who was now Pres iden t  of t h e  United S ta t e s .  

Pres ident  Johnson's  telegram conveyed t h i s  message: "Our warm f r i endsh ip  

over t h e  y e a r s  has  given me much s a t i s f a c t i o n .  Southwest Texas S t a t e  

"sari - Marcos Record, October 31, 1963, p. 8. 

5 2 ~ b i d .  - : Pedagog, 1964, p. 23. 
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College owes you a d e b t  of g r a t i t u d e  f o r  your more than two decades of 

devoted s e r v i c e ,  You have l e f t  an  ehduring mark i n  San Marcos, I am 

pe r sona l ly  g r a t e f u l  f o r  your S i n e  example of courageous, dedicated 

s e r v i c e  t o  educat ion .  n53 Dr. Harry Ransom. Chancellor of t he  Univers i ty  

of Texas, and p r i n c i p a l  speaker f o r  t h e  occasion,  lauded D r .  Flowers f o r  

h i s  "s teady i n f l u e n c e  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  advancement of education. . . . He 

has helped make t h e  d i s t a n c e  between San h r c o s  and Austin the s h o r t e s t  

t h i r t y  miles i n  t h e  educa t iona l  geography. of t h e  United S t a t e s .  

Chancellor Ransom spoke on behalf of t h e  Un ive r s i ty  when he s t a t ed ,  "We 

a l l  f e e l  %he nearness  of h i s  f r i e n d s h i p .  I, 54 

Among t h e  some f i v e  hundred p resen t  a t  t h e  banquet was Jhoon Goo 

~ h e e , ~ ~  a young Korean who was a 1960 graduate  of t h e  col lege.  He 

came from h i s  home i n  Washington, D. C,, t o  p r e s e n t  a plaque t o  h i s  

'American pa ren t s t t  and t o  express  h i s  personal  g r a t i t u d e  and t h e  

apprec ia t ion  .Of t h e  s tuden t  body of Southwest Texas. D r .  Emmie Craddock, 

professor  of h i s t o r y ,  gave a survey of t h e  growth and progress of 

Southwest Texas S t a t e  dur ing  t h e  twenty-two year  admitiistration of 

President  Flowers. On behalf  of t h e  f a c u l t y ,  D r .  Craddock presented 

g i f t s  of pas spor t  cases  and money t o  D r .  and Mrs. Flowers, who had 

t e n t a t i v e l y  planned a t r i p  t o  Europe a f t e r  h i s  ret i rement .  The fbllowing 

"col lege S t a r .  March 1 3 ,  1964, p. 4. 

5 5 ~ h e e  had been in fo rma l ly  'ladopted inton t h e  Flowers1 family. 
John G .  Flowers,  J r .  r e f e r r e d  t o  him as h i s  ' s tep-bother .  " I n t e r v i e w  
with John Flowers,  J r . ,  Aus t in ,  Texas, March 25,  1966. 



i s  an excerpt  from the  program of t he  banquet: 

THE F13WERS DINNER i s  given by t h e  f acu l t y  of Southwest Texas 
S t a t e  College i n  honor of President  John Garland Flowers and i n  
recogni t ion of h i s  twenty-two years  of dist inguished service t o  
th co l lege  and h i s  l i f e t ime  devotion t o  t h e  cause of education 
throughout t he  nation.  

The f acu l t y  and s t a f f  take  t h i s  means of expressing t o  Dr. Flowers 
t h e i r  apprecia t ion of him as a man, a s  a l eader ,  and as  a f r i e d ,  
and t o  both him and Mrs. Flowers bes t  wis es for  health and 
happiness during t he i r  re t i rement  years .5 k 
Another apprecia t ion d inner ,  sponsored by t h e  Kyle, Texas Lions 

Club, was given Dr. Flowers on March 12, 1964. Following Dr. Flowers' 

t a l k  about h i s  re t i rement  and t h e  fu tu r e  growth of Southwest Texas 

S t a t e  College, he was presented a trophy of appreciat ion for h i s  

contr ibut ions  t o  t h e  f i e l d  of education and for  h i s  services "rendered 

t o  the  Cent ra l  Texas area .  ,157 

On May 2 ,  D r .  and Mrs. Flowers were fe ted  a t  a Community Appreciation 

Dinner sponsored by l oca l  c i v i c  and profess ional  clubs and held i n  the  

dining h a l l  a t  t h e  San Marcos Bapt is t  Academy, Master of Ceremonies 
* 

f o r  t he  occasion was Ernest Morgan, United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Attorney, 

and the  invocation was given by t he  Reverend Raymond Wilson, pastor of 

the  F i r s t  Methodist Church. For the  two hundred f i f t y  friends who were 

present ,  Dr. William H. Crook, Pres ident  of t he  Academy, express* 

g r a t i t ude  fo r  the  achievements of D r .  Flowers, and D i s t r i c t  Attorney 

Morgan presented a g i f t  which he sa id  he hoped would "add to  t h e  pleasure 

56Rogran of 'Banquet Honoring R e s i d e n t  John Garland Flowers , 
Southwest Texas S t a t e  College, San Marcos, Texas, March 7 ,  1964, i n  
Pub l ic i ty  F i l e s ' o f  t he  College; Col le  e S t a r ,  March 13, 1964, p. 4 ;  
San Marcos Record, March 12,  1 9 6 4 d  - 

5 7 ~ a n  - Marcos Record, March 19 ,  1964, p. 3. 



of your European tour  next  yea r .  r, 58 

On May 24, D r .  Flowers gave t h e  commencement address a t  Eas t  Texas 

S t a t e  College i n  Commerce where, four  decades before ,  he had received 

h i s  Bachelor of A r t s  Degree. The fol lowing evening,  May 25, 1964, he  

spoke a t  t h e  graduat ion  exe rc i se s  of t h e  San Marcos High School; and 

on May 31, he gave the  commencement address  f o r  Southwest Texas S t a t e  

College. It i s  n o t  su rp r i s ing  t h a t  The College S t a r  selected D r .  

Flowers as t h e  t o p  newsmaker of t h e  year .  E d i t o r s  of the  publ ica t ion  

declared t h a t  t h e  1963-1964 school  year  had been "one of t he  newsiest  

years  i n  c o l l e g e  h i s t o r y , "  and t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e ' s  president had been 

chosen chief  newsmaker by t h e  s t a f f  because of " t h e  consistency with 

which Dr. Flowers has appeared i n  t h e  news throughout the year o 11 59 

Dr. Flowers was t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of y e t  another  honor on May 29 when 

t h e  San Marcos B a p t i s t  Academy, i n  i t s  commencement ceremonies, recognized 
' 2  

him f o r  h i s  "cont r ibut ion  t o  C h r i s t i a n  educat ion as well a s  secular  

educat ion."  D r .  Alfred Nolle ,  Dean Emeritus of Southwest Texas S t a t e  

,College,  made t h e  presenta t ion .  6 0  

On J u l y  1 5 ,  1964, D r .  Flowers w a s  saddened by the  death of h i s  
. . 

wife, who died a f t e r  a long and g a l l a n t  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  cancer. A 

scho la r sh ip  i n  honor of John and b r a  Flowers was establ ished immediately 

by t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  Mrs, Wayne Cole and John, J r ,  Such a fund had been 

contemplated and discussed by t h e  1912-1913 c l a s s  of Southwest Texas, 

5 8 ~ a n  - Marcos Record, A p r i l  30, 1964, p. 1; May 7 , 1964, p. 4. 

5 9 ~ o l l e g e  Star,  May 15, 1964. p. 1. 

6 0 ~ a n  - Marcoa Record, June 4. 1964, p. 1. 



of which Dr. Flowers had been a member,on t h e  occasion of t h e i r  golden 

anniversary  i n  October,  1963, and members of t h e  c l a s s  began t o  respond 

immediately wi th  con t r ibu t ions  t o  t h e  fund. 6 1  

I n  h i s  o f f i c i a l  capac i ty  as p res iden t  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  

College, D r .  Flowers presented degrees  t o  graduates  for  the l a s t  t ime 

on Wednesday, August 26, 1964, i n  t h e  Men's Gymnasium. Dr. Edmund 

Heinsohn, min i s t e r  emeri tus  of t h e  Un ive r s i ty  Methodist Church i n  

Austin, d e l i v e r e d  the  commencement addres s ,  a t  which time he sa id ,  "A 

monument f o r  Dr. Flowers i s  present  a l l  about t h e  college--in i t s  

phys ica l  p l a n t  and i n  graduates  func t ion ing  wi th in  t h e  American way of 

l i f e .  ,162 

A t  t h e  s t r o k e  of midnight,  August 31, 1964, t h e  twenty-two year 

admin i s t r a t ion  of Dr. John Garland Flowers,  t h i r d  pres ident  of Southwest 

Texas S t a t e  Col lege ,  came t o  an  o f f i c i a l  end. Succeeding him as 

p res iden t  of t h e  c o l l e g e  was D r .  James Henry McCrocklin, professor of 

government and head of t h e  department a t  Texas College of Arts and 

I n d u s t r i e s ,  K ingsv i l l e ,  Texas ,63 who was inaugurated a s  t h e  fourth 

pres ident  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  Col lege  on F r iday ,  November 20,  1964, 

i n  S t rahan  Gymnasium, San Marcos, Texas. As pres iden t  emeritus of 

Southwest Texas, D r .  Flowers in t roduced t h e  inaugura l  speaker, an 

i l l u s t r i o u s  g radua te  of t h e  c o l l e g e ,  Lyndon Baines Johnson, President 

6 1 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  J u l y  24 ,  1964, p. 1. 

6 2 ~ a n  - Marcos Record, September 3 ,  1964, p. 6.  

6 3 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  August 21, 1964, p. 1. 



52 

of the  United S t a t e s .  64 

Dr. Flowers was t o  enjoy only s i x  months of r e t i r e m e n t ,  however, 

f o r  unexpectedly,  on Tuesday n i g h t ,  February 23 1965,  he su f fe red  

another h e a r t  a t t a c k  and d ied  i n  Har l ingen ,  Texas. His  f u n e r a l  was 

held i n  t h e  F i r s t  Methodist Church i n  San Marcos on F r iday ,  February 

26, a t  3 : 0 0  p.m. I n  h i s  honor, c l a s s e s  a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  

College were d ismissed  a t  2:00 p.m. on t h a t  da te .65  Conducting h i s  

funera l  were t h e  Reverend Leroy R u s s e l l ,  pastor  of t h e  F i r s t  Methodist 

Church, San Marcos, and t h e  Reverend Troy Hickman, pas tor  of t h e  F i r s t  

Methodist Church i n  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  With the  except ion  of S t a t e  

Senator Walter R i c h t e r ,  t h e  p a l l b e a r e r s  were a l l  members of t h e  

adminis t ra t ion  and f a c u l t y  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College! Joe H. 

Wilson, Leland E, Derr ick ,  Martin 0. J u e l ,  Pat H. Norwood, and Buford 

W. Williams. The honorary p a l l b e a ~ e r s  were a l s o  a l l  members of t h e  

f a c u l t y  or  employees of t h e  co l l ege  wi th  t h e  except ion  of Dr. Flowers1 

long time f r i e n d ,  co-owner and publ i sher  of t h e  9an Marcos Record, 

Walter Buckner . The Reverend Troy Hickman s a i d  t h a t  Southwest Texas 

S t a t e  "is a monument t o  h i s  v i s i o n  and i d e a l s O 1 l  Also he s t a t e d ,  " t h e  

inf luence of John Garland Flowers w i l l  l i v e  on t h i s  campus and i n  t h e  

Southwest and i n  h i s  f i e l d  of educat ion  and i n  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  s tuden t s  

who drank of t h e  sp r ing  of knowledge when he was p res iden t  of t h e  

co l lege .  It 66 

64~rogram of "The Idaugura t ion  of James Henry McCrocklin as Fourth 
President  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  ~ o l l e g e , ' ~  San M a ~ c o s ,  Texas, November 
20 ,  1964, p. 4, i n  h b 1 i c i t y  F i l e s  of ' the c611eges. 

6 5 ~ e a  Appendix IV. 

66nReferences t o  Dr. John Garland Flowers During His  Funera l  S e r v i c e ,  
Notes by Bruce Roche, P u b l i c i t y  Department of Southwest Texas S t a t e  
College, February 26s 1965, i n  P u b l i c i t y  F i l e s  of t h e  co l l ege .  



I n  March, 1965,  t h e  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g ,  t he  middle :. and west wing 

having been b u i l t  du r ing  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  was renamed John Garland 

Flowers ~ a 1 1  .67 A t  t h e  formal ceremony November 21 ,  1965,  D r .  ElcCr?cklin, 

fou r th  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  c o l l e g e ,  s a i d ,  "Wet r e  pleased t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  

has been named i n  D r .  Flowers'  honor. H i s  major r o l e  i n  t h e  development 

of Southwest Texas S t a t e  l e f t  a f i t t i n g  and ever-present  memorial t o  

him. 1168 

Although many t r i b u t e s  were awarded John Garland Flowers,  an 

ardent  and  d e d i c a t e d  educator  f o r  h a l f  a cen tu ry ,  t h e  commendations of 

t h e e  people whoknew him we l l  w i l l  exemplify o ther  t e s t i m o n i a l s  which 

must go unrecorded.  One came from Miss Clara  E, Taylor ,  s e c r e t a r y  t o  

Dr. Flowers f o r  f o u r t e e n  yea r s .  Commenting upon h i s  unusual  a b i l i t y  t o  

encourage and i n s p i r e  o t h e r s ,  she  s a i d ,  "He made people f e e l  t h a t  they  

were r e a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and t h a t  t hey  had important  p l aces  t o  f i l l .  I' 

Miss Taylor noted t h a t  she had never heard Dr, Flowers u t t e r  one unkind 

or ungentlemanly remark, and t h a t  "he never asked f o r  a r a i s e  or 

anything f o r  h imse l f ,  b u t  was always concerned about  o the r s .  Another 

t r i b u t e  ms p a i d  by  Dr, Flowers son ,  John who, i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  

outstanding g o a l s  and ambit ions of h i s  f a t h e r ,  s t a t e d :  

I would have t o  search  my memory from now on t o  f i n d  a goa l  o r  
ambit ion t h a t  my f a t h e r  had f o r  himself personal ly .  . . . His 

6 7 ~ h e  Ex-Students Associa t ion  had recommended i n  September, 1964 
t h a t  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  b e  renamed f o r  D r .  Flowers; however, t h e  a c t i o n  had 
t o  be approved by t h e  Board of Regents who only met q u a r t e r l y ,  thus  
the  de lay .  Marcos Record, September 24, 1964, p. 3. 

6 8 ~ a n  Marcos Record, November 25,  1965, p. 9;  News Release,  March 
9, 1965% Flowers P u b l i c i t y  F i l e s  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College,  

6 9 ~ n t e r v i e w  wi th  Miss C l a r a  E. Taylor ,  San Marcos , Texas, February 
25, 1966. 



g r e a t e s t  achievements were what he d i d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  people ;  he 
helped d i r e c t  and motivate o t h e r s ;  he made them a c h i e v e r s ,  and i n  
t h e  process,  he became a he ro  himself , 7 O  

A t h i r d  tes t imonia l  was g iven  by D r .  Al f red  H, Nolle who came t o  

Southwest Texas S t a t e  i n  1919 and became dean of t h e  c o l l e g e  i n  19222 

It was my r a r e  p r iv i l ege  du r ing  t h e  l a s t  seventeen  y e a r s  of 
my tenure a s  Dean of t h e  College of Southwest Texas S t a t e  Col lege  
t o  be c lose ly  assoc ia ted  wi th  Dr, John Garland Flowers i n  h i s  
capaci ty  of Pres ident  of t h e  Col legeo  Dr. Flowers was t e a c h e r ,  
s cho la r ,  adminis t ra tor ,  and w i t h a l  a C h r i s t i a n  gentleman. 

Southwest Texas S t a t e  College w a s  founded t o  promote t h e  
advancement of t h e  profess ion  of teaching.  From i t s  i n c e p t i o n  
i t  was dedicated t o  the cause of b e t t e r  schools  and devoted t o  
t h e  welfare of ch i ld ren  and youth. 

Dr. Flowers during h i s  long t enure  a s  Pres ident  never l o s t  s i g h t  
of t h e  fundamental purpose of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a s  thus  espoused. 
His inf luence  f o r  the  improvement of educat ion  went f a r  beyond 
t h e  confines of h i s  own campus- A s  sometime Pres iden t  of t h e  
American Associat ion of Col leges  fo r  Teacher Education, he 
earned t h e  confidence and r e s p e c t  of educat ional  l e a d e r s  
throughout t h e  s t a t e  and n a t i o n ,  winning f avorab le  r ecogn i t ion  
both of himself and of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  which he served.  

D r .  Flowers bel ieved t h a t  p rospec t ive  teachers  should r e c e i v e  
t h e  bes t  genera l ,  spec ia l i zed  and p ro fes s iona l  educat ion  poss ib le .  
I n  h i s  r o l e  of Chairman of Teacher Education and Re l ig ion  P ro jec t  
Committee of t h e  American Assoc ia t ion  of Col leges  f o r  Teacher 
Education he was i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  the  f a c u l t y  and admin i s t r a t ion  
must accept t h e  idea  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  proper f u n c t i o n  of co l l eges  
and u n i v e r s i t i e s  preparing t eache r s ,  t o  a f f o r d  them a l s o  
an i n t e l l i g e n t  understanding of t h e  r o l e  of r e l i g i o n  i n  human 
a f f a i r s .  

Dr. F l o w e r s h o r k s  do fo l low him, H i s  i n f luence  abides .  71 

The s i g n i f i c a n t  changes which took place i n  t h e  curr iculum of 

Southwest Texas S t a t e  College du r ing  t h e  admin i s t r a t ion  of P res iden t  

Flowers w i l l  be d iscussed  i n  t h e  fo l lowing chapter ,  

7 0 ~ n t e r v i e w  w i t h  John Flowers, Jr. ,  Aust in,  Texas, March 25,  1966. 

' l ~ e t t e r  from Alfred H. Nolle t o  Tommy Ruth B a l l .  A p r i l  13, 1967. 
Interview with Alfred H, Nolle,  San Marcos, Texas, A p r i l  14 ,  1967. 



CHAPTER I11 

THE COLLEGE CURRICULA 

The s p e c i f i c  purpose of t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal School, 

which opened i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1903,was " to  f i t  young men and young women 

for  t h e  profess ion of teaching"; however, the  school was not a col lege  

or u n i v e r s i t y .  The three-year Normal School was, i n  essence, a high 

school wi th  added professional  t r a i n i n g  t o  enable the student  t o  teach 

L i n  t h e  publ ic  schools-  It was exclusively f a r  teachers,  and each 

person signed a pledge t h a t  he would teach one month i n  a public sahool 

for each month spent a t  the  Normal School. Required subjects  were 

these:  English;  mathematics; the  s o c i a l  sciences--history, c i v i c s ,  

and geography; t h e  sciences prescribed by s t a t u t e  f o r  public scho0.1~-- 

physiology, physics,  and chemistry; and professional  warkV2 The 

following were e l e c t i v e s :  Lat in ;  Geman; and the  sciences not prescribed 

by s t a t u t e  f o r  public schools--botany, physiography, and zoology. The 

complete school program included t h r e e  years of nine scholas t ic  months 

or t h i r t y - s i x  weeks each; t h e  years were designated freshman, junior, 

and sen io r .  Granted a t  the  end of t h e  freshman course or year was a 

Catalog, 1903-1904, ppe 9 ,  1 0 0  22-24; C- Catalop:, 
July  1, 1917, PP- 18-19, 

< 

'professional  work gave student a "pract ica l  knowledge of matter s 
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  profession of teaching. (see College Catalog, m- 
1904, - p. 1 6 ) .  



second-grade c e r t i f i c a t e ,  which enabled t h e  person t o  t e a c h  i n  t he  

publ ic  schools  of Texas f o r  t h r e e  yea r s  without  f u r t h e r  examination; 

upon completion of t h e  junior course ,  a f i r s t - g r a d e  c e r t i f i c a t e  v a l i d  

f o r  s i x  yea r s  was g iven;  and upon completion of t h e  sen io r  year  course 

a diploma equ iva l en t  t o  a s t a t e  c e r t i f i c a t e  "va l id  f o r  l i f e  o r  during 

good behavioru was awarded. The sen io r  year was considered t o  be 

post-high school  workO4 I n  February, 1912, t h e  Board of Regents added 

a fou r th  year which was t o  be  implemented i n  t h e  f a l l  of t h a t  year ,  but  

t h e  change would not  become f u l l y  e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  1914. This add i t i on  

a c t u a l l y  gave t h e  normal schools  t h e  s t a t u s  of a junior  co l l ege ,  I n  

October, 1916, t h e  Board of Regents au thor ized  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of two more 

yea r s ,  thus making it  a fu l l - f l edged  s e n i o r  co l l ege ,  The junior  year 

of col lege was added i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1917, and t h e  s e n i o r  year i n  1918. 5 

On June 2 ,  1919, Miss Mamie E. Brown rece ived  t h e  f i r s t  degree ,  a Bachelor 

of Science i n  Educat ion,  from t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal College. 

The o r i g i n a l  diploma i s  i n  t h e  Alumni Off ice  of t h e  College;  i t  was 

signed by t h e  p re s iden t  of t he  c o l l e g e ,  C, E. Evans, and p re s iden t  of 

t he  Board of Regents ,  A. C .  Goeth. 6 

'college Cata log ,  1903-1904, ppa 1 0 ,  1 9 ,  200 

4 ~ d ~ i n i s t r a t i v e  and I n s t r u c t i o n a l  S t a f f s ,  Southwest Texas S t a t e  
Teachers Col lege ,  A College Re-Examines Program, A Sequel t o  A_ 
Self-Examination Made i n  1948   an Marcos: Southwest Texas S t a t e  
Teachers Col lege) ,  p. 15. Hereaf te r  c i t e d  a s  College S t a f f ,  A 
College Re-Examines Its Program. 

5w Normal S t a r ,  February 9,  1912, p. 2 ;  College S t a r ,  August 
20, 1942, p. 2 ; College Catalog,  J u l y  L, m, pp. 18-19. 

6 ~ o l l e a e  Ca ta log ,  1919-1920, p. 103. Mamie Brown was t h e  daughter 
of J .  S .  Brown, Professor  of Mathematics, one of t he  o r i g i n a l  seventeen 
f a c u l t y  members of t h e  Normal School.  



The Bachelor of Arts i n  Education and the  Bachelor of Science i n  

Education were t h e  two degrees f i r s t  of fered  1 t h e  only  difference i n  t h e  

two offerings was t h a t  the  Bachelor of Arts requi red  a foreign language. 

I n  1921, t h e  " i n  Education" was d e l e t e d  from both degreesO7 Other than  

the  required p ro fess iona l  courses ,  candidates f o r  both degrees were 

required t o  t a k e  two years  of English,  one year of s o c i a l  science, one 

year of b i o l o g i c a l  sc ience ,  and one year of physical  science. Available 

majors were Engl ish  and public  speaking, French, German, Latin, Spanish, 

mathematics, mathematical and physical  sc ience ,  and s o c i a l  science. 

Minors were o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  same f i e l d s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  ag r i cu l tu re ,  ar t .  

business a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  music, and phys ica l  education. 8 

A s  l a t e  as 1938, t h e  ca ta log  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  main purpose of t h e  

college was t o  "prepare t eache r s  f o r  t h e  public schools  d f  the Sta te .  

The e n t i r e  machinery of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  organized i n  harmony with 

t h i s  purpose." However, i n  1939 a f i e l d  of t r a i n i n g  and emphasis o ther  

than teacher  t r a i n i n g  was recognized: 

The primary purpose of t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College 
continues t o  be  t h a t  of preparing teachers  f o r  the  public schools 
of Texas. I n  view of r ecen t  t r e n d s ,  however, it has become 
advisable  t o  enable s tudents  who do not expect t o  qual ify for  the  
profess ion  of teaching t o  complete a t  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  such work 
f o r  t h e  B a c h e l o r s s  degree a s  w i l l  be i n  l i n e  wi th  major i n t e r e s t s ,  
without r e q u i r i n g  such s tuden t s  t o  complete courses i n  Education. . . . 
This c o l l e g e  i s  adequately equipped t o  meet t h e  requirements of 
s tuden t s  who expect  t o  earn  degrees  i n  t h e  Arts and Sciences, or 
Business Adminis t ra t ion ,  o r  who l a t e r  expect t o  enter  professional  
sdmols such as Law or ~ e d i c i n e . 9  

7 ~ o l l e g e  Cata log ,  J u l y  1, m, pp. 18-19; College catalog,  Ju ly  
1, w, p, 22; College Catalog, 1921-1922, pp. 9, 10 ,  27. 

' ~ l o w e r s ,  e t  a l .  . Emphasis Upon Excellence,  p. 23. 

9 ~ o l l e  e Catalog,  1938-1939, p. 15: College Catalo 1929-1940. 
Pp. 3 5 h ;  College Catalog. 1942-1949, pp. 1 d 5 .  



The Bachelor of Business Adminis t ra t ion  w a s  added t o  t h e  o t h e r  two 

degrees a t - t h e  same t ime,  and t h e  mandatory courses i n  educat ion were 

el iminated from the  degrees of s t u d e n t s  who wished t o  major i n  t h e  Arts 

and Sciences,  o r  who wished t o  do pre-profess ional  work i n  law o r  

medicine, The purposes and o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  co l l ege ,  a s  w e l l  as t h e  

degree o f f e r i n g s ,  wepe s t i l l  t h e  same when Ppesident Flowers assumed 

l eade r sh ip  on September 1, 1942." Thus by  t h e  time D r .  Flowers became 

p res iden t ,  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College had moved through t h e  

normal school  s t age ,  t h e  junior  c o l l e g e  s t a g e ,  and f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  

purposes, t m t h e  status of a c o l l e g e  ded ica t ed  t o  the  t r a i n i n g  of 

teachers .  I n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  changes through which t h e  co l l ege  had 

passed were e f f o r t s  t o  change t h e  name of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  e f f o r t s  

i n i t i a t e d  a s  e a r l y  as 1941 when a b i l l  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  change was 

introduced i n  t h e  Texas l e g i s l a t u r e .  This  b i l l  d i d  not pass ,  however, 

a t  i t  was t o  be  almost two decades be fo re  t h e  word "Teacher" would be 

de le t ed  from t h e  co l l ege  t i t l e .  11 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  months of h i s  admin i s t r a t ion ,  Dr, Flowers pointed 

t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  growth and change of t h e  c u r ~ i c u l u m .  He 

a n t i c i p a t e d  a two-year program i n  t h e  near f u t u ~ e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of 

a g r i c u l t u r e ,  commerce, i n d u s t r y ,  and a number of o ther  vocat ions,  The 

f i r s t  annual ca t a log  of t h e  Flowers admin i s t r a t ion ,  t h e  1943-1944' i s s u e ,  

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  curriculum inc luded I t three major a r e a s  of concent ra ted  

l o c o l l e g e  Cataloa. 1939-1940, pp. 35. 40-41 ; College Cata log ,  
1942-1943, pp. 16 ,  44-45. 

l lColleae Star, January 26, 1949, p. 1 ;  Aust in American, 
March 5 ,  1959, PO 11. 



study: t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  curr iculum f o r  the  p repa ra t ion  of t eache r s ;  t h e  

pre-profess ional  curriculum i n  d e n t i s t r y ,  engineering,  law, medicine, and 

nursing; and a two-year gene ra l  curr iculum f o r  such vocations as 

a g r i c u l t u r e ,  commerce, homemaking, and indus t ry .  " l2 I n  January. 1944, 

President  Flowers was appointed t o  t h e  Regional Postwar Educational 

Committee, which cons i s t ed  of one member from each s t a t e  within the  

t e r r i t o r y  of t he  Southern Associa t ion  of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 

Each member of t h e  r e g i o n a l  committee was des ignated  t o  serve a s  

chairman i n  h i s  r e s p e c t i v e  s t a t e  and t o  organize  a s t a t e  committee t o  

work wi th  t h e  r e g i o n a l  group " i n  coopera t ion  wi th  the  United S t a t e s  

Office of Educat ion."  The committees were t o  s tudy  the needs of 

re turn ing  war ve te rans  and t o  propose voca t iona l  t r a i n i n g  on a co l l ege  

l e v e l  a s  w e l l  as on a sub-col lege l e v e l .  The r e - o ~ g a n i z a t i o n  of higher 

education f o r  c i v i l i a n  needs was a l s o  t o  be s t u d i e d  by the  s t a t e  and 

regional  committees. 

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e s e  s t u d i e s ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  summer of 1944, President  

Flowers submit ted  t o  t h e  Veterans Adminis t ra t ion  i n  Washington a 

brochure i n  which he  proposed a comprehensive c u r r i c u l a  of vocat ional  

t r a i n i n g  geared  t o  meet t h e  needs of t h e  r e t u r n i n g  veterans of World 

War 11. The curriculum of voca t iona l  educat ion  was designed t o  inc lude  

" a l l  types  of s t u d e n t s . "  It would n o t  only  embrace those who were 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a Bachelor 's  or a Master ' s  Degree or those  preparing f o r  
I 

such pre-profess ional  t r a i n i n g  a s  d e n t i s t r y ,  engineering,  law, medicine, 

and nurs ing ,  o r  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a two-year program of t r a i n i n g ,  but  

12 Co l l e  e S t a r ,  February 24 ,  1943, p. 1; College Catalog, 1943- + 1944, P 2 



it would provide also for t h o s e  #shing .b tdke a short, concentrated 

courae in a special vocalion. The new program started a3 a result of 

Br . Flowers recommendation a t  Southwest Texas State was under the  

direction of Dr. Victor L. Bowers of the Industrial Arts department. 13 

Specia l  Education, a Pioneer Program 

In  the summer of LW, the adnttnistralion of Southwest Texas 

announced long-range plans train teachers for exceptional children, 

which would include those for t he  mentally and physica'fly handicapped 

and the  soc ia l ly  maladjusted boy and gir&$ and i n  1945, tha  Texas 

l eg is la ture  authorized for the first time a program of spec ia l  education 

i n  the state.  lfX4 I n  January. 1946, Dr. Margaret B. Barker, who had 

servod as director of special education at the State Teachers College 

i n  Oneonta, New York, came t o  Southwest Texas aa the first profaasor of 

i$N$sj ~8SsS&p& igtrllea. Five oour se s i n  special  education plus a $urnrner 

workshop were off @red t h a t  year, and i n  1947, Dr. Elton Abernathy, 

&airman of the fdpeech D~partment , and Dr. Leland 3 .  Burgum, professor 

of #pecial,&luoation, established a l'Demonstration Speech Coracaotion 

Cliqic t o  be used as a laboratory school for  student instructfon! and 

which would provide service t o  South Texas children with speech defects, 

Mrs. Geneva Thomson Foster, a member of the American Speech Correction 

l%ollege S t a r ,  January 12, 1944, pp. 4 ;  August 23, 194.4, p. 1. 
Most of the veberans of World War I1 who attended Southwest Texas were 
not in te res ted  i n  a .@hort vocational, caurse; $heref,we, %b19 iwograrn: 
waz: never ds f fec t ive .  

14c011ege Star, August 23, 1944, p. 7 ;  Flowers, et a l . ,  Emphasis 
Upon Excellence, p. 57, @ 



Association and speech teacher a t  Edgewood High School i n  g i n  

Antonio, supervised the  summer program. I n  June of 1948, it was 

announced t h a t  t h e  Speech Cl in ic  Course would become a regular  offer ing.  

Dr. Burgum s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  audiometer t e s t s  and t h e  v i s i o n  t e s t  devised 

by the  Massachusetts S t a t e  Board of Health were t o  be given t o  screen 

the children r a t h e r  than t o  diagnose t h e i r  problems and t h a t  t h e  t e s t s  

were t o  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  anyone who wished t o  take them. The c l i n i c  was 

one of th ree  o f f e r i n g s  provided by t h e  Specia l  Education department f o r  

the summer. 15 

I n  1951, t h e  Texas S t a t e  Leg i s la tu re  passed a law t o  include 

studies of mental r e t a r d a t i o n  i n  t h e  spec ia l  education program, and i n  

the summer of 1952, per t inent  courses were added t o  t h e  curriculum a t  

Southweat Texas S t a t e  College, I n  t h e  same year ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  

Off i c e  of Mucat ion conducted a n a t i o n a l  study on t h e  "Qualif icat ion 

and Preparation of Teachers of Exceptional Children." D r ,  Leland S. 

Wlrgum was appointed chairman of t h e  na t iona l  committee i n  t h e  phase 

of the  study i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  c r ipp led  child.  A gran t  of four  hundred 

twenty-five thousand f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s  ($425,500) from the  Association 

for the Aid of Crippled Children made t h e  na t iona l  study possible.  16 

A t  t h i s  time it was estimated t h a t  t h e r e  were f i v e  mi l l ion  school 

children i n  t h e  na t ion  who needed s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  which would require  

over one hundred thousand (100,000) s p e c i a l  education teachers.  Dr. 

Burgum emphasized t h a t  t h e r e  was a l s o  a g r e a t  demand i n  Texas fo r  

15~ol lege  S t a r ,  February 1 0 ,  1946, p. 4;  June 18 ,  1947, P o  1; 
June 16, 1948, p. 1; College Cataloq, 1946-1947, p, 3.1. 

16~lowerg. et. al . ,  h a s i s  U on Excellence, pp. 57-58; Colle e 
S t a r ,  August 8, 1 , ;  i r Leland S.  Wlrgum,  ads, - B Texas, April 12 ,  1 9  7. 



teachers  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  and Southwest Texas S t a t e  became t h e  f i r s t  Texas 

col lege t o  o f f e r  a M a s t e r ' s  Degree i n  t h i s  a rea ,  The fo l lowing summer, 

i n  1953, an achievement cen te r  program, sponsored by t h e  Department of 

Education a t  Southwest Texas, was designed f o r  "educa t iona l ly  and/or 

mentally r e t a r d e d  c h i l d r e n  between t h e  ages  of s i x  and e igh teen  yea r s  

and t h e i r  parents . "  Dr. Burgum d i r e c t e d  t h i s  program, which continued 

t o  be an annual  a f f a i r  through t h e  summer of 1964, when D r .  Flowers 

r e t i r e d .  During t h e  twelve yea r s  of summer t r a i n i n g ,  over two hundred 

chi ldren and t h e i r  pa ren t s  had b e n e f i t e d  from t h e  program. This  

venture a l s o  served  a s  a  t r a i n i n g  program f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r s  of s p e c i a l  

education. The six-weeks program inc luded psychological  and achievement 

t e s t s  given a t  v a r i o u s  i n t e r v a l s  dur ing  t h e  program, and a w r i t t e n  

r epor t  t o  t h e  pa ren t  of each c h i l d , a s  w e l l  as t o  t h e  cooperat ing school. 

In  1964, t e a c h e r s  from f i f t e e n  pub l i c  schools  from t h e  San Marcos a rea  

were enro l led  i n  t h e  program, The primary o b j e c t i v e  was t o  encourage 

an understanding of and a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  educat ion program 

i n  each school.  The u l t i m a t e  goa l  of s p e c i a l  educa t ion ,  and t h e  program 

f o r  t h e  handicapped was t o  graduate  t h e s e  s tuden t s  from high  school  as 

employable i n d i v i d u a l s  and persons "capable of becoming se l f -suppor t ing  

and s e l f  - sus ta in ing  member 3 of s o c i e t y .  1117 

The Speech and Hearing C l i n i c  

I n  the  f a l l  of 1948, Empress Young Zedler came t o  Southwest Texas 

S t a t e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a speech c l i n i c  under t h e  supe rv i s ion  of D r .  E l ton  

17co l l e  g S t a r ,  August 8 ,  1952, p. 1 ;  Marcos Record, May 2 8 ,  
1964, pa"- a n t z r v i e w  wi th  D r .  Leland S. Burgum, San Marcos, TexaS, 
Apri l  1 2 ,  1967. 



, . 
Abernathy, Chairman of t h e  Speech Department. Courses t i t l e d  Speech 

C l i n i c  I and Speech C l i n i c  I1 were added t o  t h e  speech curriculum and 

f i r s t  appeared i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  College Cata log  i n  1949 .18 I n  1953, t h e  

same year  t h a t  Mrs. Zedler rece ived  her  d o c t o r a t e  from t h e  Un ive r s i ty  

of Texas, she was awarded a t l C e r t i f i c a t e  of c l i n i c a l  Competence i n  

Speech Pathology" by t h e  American Speech and Hearing Associa t ion ,  t h e  

o rgan iza t ion  f o r  speech and hear ing  t h e r a p i s t s  which i s  t h e  equiva lent  

t o  t h e  American Medical Associa t ion  f o r  medical d o c t o r s .  This  out-  

s tanding  recognition, awarded t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r  i n  on ly  one o the r  Texas 

c o l l e g e  p r i o r  t o  1953, assured  Southwest Texas S t a t e  College t r a i n e e s  

of r e c e i v i n g  t h e  h ighes t  l e v e l  of t r a i n i n g  i n  speech and hear ing  

therapy.  T,he year  fo l lowing t h e  r e c e i p t  of t h i s  honor, D r .  Zedler 

presanted  t o  t h e  American Speech and Hearing Associa t ion  Convention 

m a t e r i a l  from L i s t e n i n g  f o r  Speech Sounds, her book which con ta ins  

s t o r i e s  t o  a i d  elementary school t e a c h e r s  and speech c l i n i c  t h e r a p i s t s  

i n  t each ing  c h i l d r e n  t o  s p e l l ,  1 9  

I n  1956,  t h e  speech c l i n i c  a t  Southwest Texas w a s  l i s t e d  i n  a 

b u l l e t i n  from t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  P res iden t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  and 

des ignated  a s  one of t h e  one hundred f i f t e e n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  t r a i n  speech t h e r a p i s t s  and t o  g r a n t  b a s i c  

c e r t i f i a a t i o n  i n  t h e  American Speech and Hearing Associa t ion .  I n  1956, 

Professor  Zedler a l s o  served twice a  week as c o n s u l t a n t  i n  speech therapy 

181ntarview w i t h  Empress Young Zed le r ,  San Marcos, Texas, J u l y  9,  
1966; C o l l e ~ e  C a t a l z ,  1949-1950, p. 100,  

1 9 ~ h e .  book was published by Harper-Rowe of New York i n  1955; 
Biographica l  Sketch of Empress Young Zedler  , A p r i l ,  1966, R z b l i p i t y  
F i l e  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College; College S t a r ,  November 7 ,  
1953, p. 8; November 5, 1954, p, 5, 



f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t s  a t  the Gonzales Warn Spr ings  ~ounda t ion . "  By 1958, 

her work had become n a t i o n a l l y  recognized. I n  November, 1958, while  

i n  New York C i t y  f o r  t h e  annual  American Speech and Hearing Associat ion 

Convention, she appeared on Dave Garroway's "Todayt' t e l e v i s i o n  program. 

Garroway's i n t e r v i e w  included ques t ions  about "aphasia,  a language 

d i so rde r  caused by damage t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  nervous system." While i n  New 

York, she presented  a paper t o  t h e  American Speech and Hearing Convention 

on "Current Research i n  Aphasia." Later i n  the  same m a r ,  t h e  

admin i s t r a to r s  of Southwest Texas d t a t e  decided t h a t  D r .  Zedler ' s  work 

was more p e r t i n e n t  t o  s p e c i a l  educat ion  than  t o  speech; she was, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  r eass igned  t o  t h e  Education Department, 21 

Between 1955 and 1958, Dr. Zedler  had been a b l e  t o  secure grants  

from t h e  Hogg Foundation f o r  Mental Health t o  a s s i s t  i n  her research  

a c t i v i t i e s  d e a l i n g  wi th  speech d i s o r d e r s  i n  ch i ld ren ,  I n  1958, t h e  

T ,  J. Brown and C .  A .  Lupton Foundation, Incorpora ted ,  made a personal 

grant  of two thousand f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s  ($2,500) to Dr* fkdk2; she in turn 

donated t h i s  g r a n t  t o  Southwest Texas S t a t e  College t o  s t a r t  t h e  Special  

Education Foundation a t  t h e  col lege .  From 1959 t o  1963, g ran t s  from the 

s t a t e  of Texas t o  t h e  co l l ege  enabled Professor  Zedler t o  continue 

r e sea rch  i n  her  f i e l d ,  I n  1963, t h e  United S t a t e s  Department of Health, 

Education, and Welfare, Public  Health Se rv ice ,  Divis ion  of Chronic 

Diseases ,  made a g r a n t  of t h i r t y - e i g h t  thousand n ine  hundred s i x t e e n  

2 0 ~ h e  - Pedaaog, m, p. 1%; College m, October 18,  1956, p. 4. 

2 1 ~ o l l a g e  S t a r ,  November 21,  1958, p. 4; Flowers, e t  a l .  , Emphasis 
Upon Excel lence ,  p. 57; i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1966, D r .  Zedler became chairman 
of t h e  s p e c i a l  educat ion  department a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  College,  



d o l l a r s  ($38,916) t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  which D r .  Zedler used t o  make t h e  s tudy 

c a l l e d  "An I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of R e l a t i o n s  between 'dechsler I n t e l l i g e n c e  

S c a l e  f o r  Children:  R e s u l t s  and Neurological  Findings i n  Underachievers." 

A medical team of seventeen d o c t o r s  a s s i s t e d  her  i n  t h e  study. 
22 

The fo l lowing  year  i n  June,  1964, t h e  Speech and Hearing C l i n i c  of 

t h e  c o l l e g e  r ece ived  another  g r a n t ,  t h i s  one f o r  one hundred f i f t y - e i g h t  

thousand fou r  hundred seventy-seven d o l l a r s  ($158,477 1, from t h e  Uriited 

S t a t e s  Department of Heal th,  Educat ion,  and Welfare;  but  t h i s  t ime t h e  

money came from t h e  Cooperative Research Branch of t h e  United S t a t e s  

Of f i ce  of Educat ion.  D r .  Zedler  explained t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  g rant  was t o  

be used t o  d i scove r  s tuden t s  who had s p e c i f i c  language d i so rde r s ;  t he  

second was t o  assist i n  t h e  d i scove ry  of ways of t each ing  these  

s t u d e n t s .  The f i r s t  s tudy was conducted i n  coopera t ion  wi th  medical 

d o c t o r s ;  t h e  second, e n t i t l e d  nEducat ional  Programming f o r  Pupi l s  With 

Neurologica l ly  Based Language D i s o r d e r s , "  involved cooperatiol4 with 

people i n  t h e  educa t iona l  f i e l d .  For some f i v e  y e a r s  Professor  Zedler 

had been making f o r  t h e  San Marcos Schools p i l o t  s t u d i e s  of ch i ld ren  

wi th  neurologica l ly-based  language d i s o r d e r s .  The 1964 f e d e r a l  grant  

enabled h e r  t o  make a more i n t e n s i f i e d  s tudy of such p u p i l s  under 

d i f f e r e n t  teaching  circumstances t o  determine which methods were bes t  

s u i t e d  t o  t h e i r  needs. One important  f a c t o r  of t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  was t h a t  

i t  allowed f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of t h e r a p i s t s  and t e a c h e r s ,  2 3 

- - -  - 

2 2 ~ l o g r a p h i c a l  Sketch of Empress Young Zedler i n  R t b l i c i t y  F i l e  of 
t h e  c o l l e g e ;  Col lege  S t a r ,  September 27 ,  1963, p. 1. 

2 3 ~ o l l e g e  Star, June 12 .  1964, p. 1 ;  Biographica l  Sketch of 
Empress Young Zedler  i n  P u b l i c i t y  F i l e  of t h e  c o l l e g e .  



President  Flowers had g r e a t  p r a i s e  f o r  Dr. Zedler and her  

achievements: 

I am extremely p ~ o u d  of what s h e ' s  done; she  has done a pioneer job, 
and here  we have a person who i s  recognized throughout t h e  na t ion  
now; s h e ' s  n o t  j u s t  a l o c a l  f i g u r e  o r  even a s t a t e  f i g u r e ,  bu t  her  
wr i t ings  and h e r  r e sea rch  ape known now by t h e  l e a d e r s  throughout 
t h i s  na t ion  . . , , She i s  c a l l e d  upon t o  appear b e f o ~ e  a l l  . . . 
kinds of groups where medical men only  a r e  p resen t  and where she 
gives her i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of what she  f i n d s  i n  regard  t o  t h i s  
s p e c i a l i t y  t h a t  she has developed i n  t h e  neuro log ica l ly  damaged a d .  

Pleased with t h e  two g ran t s  from t h e  Department of Heal th,  Education, and 

Welfare, D r .  Flowers a n t i c i p a t e d  success fu l  r e s u l t s .  24 

Addi t ional  Degrees and Programs 

I n  1918, t h e  requirements  f o r  t h e  Bachelor of Arts i n  Education 

and t h e  Bachelor of Science i n  Education ~ e ~ r e e s ' ~  were i d e n t i c a l  wi th  

the  exception t h a t  a fo re ign  language was requi red  f o r  t h e  Bachelor of 

Arts ,  A s  time went on and course o f f e r i n g s  increased ,  t h e s e  degrees 

"became meaningless c a t c h a l l s ;  t h i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  a f t e r  1939, when 

the  courses i n  educat ion were no l d n g e r  mandatory f o r  graduat ion.  The 

Bachelor of Science Degree was p a r t i c u l a r l y  anomalous, f o r  i t  w a s  o f t en  

awarded i n  f i e l d s  o the r  than sc ience .  When the  f i r s t  s e l f - s u ~ v e y  of t h e  

col lege was made i n  1947 by t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s t a f f s ,  

the dean of t h e  c o l l e g e ,  Dr. Alf red  H u  Nolle,  suggested t h a t  a Bachelor 

of Science i n  Educat ion Degree be awarded t o  those  s tuden t s  who e l ec t ed  

t o  fol low the  curr iculum f o r  elementary or secondary educat ion leading  

24~ lowers  a March 24. 1964, p. 8. 

2 5 ~ n  1921, t h e  Itin Education" was de le t ed  from both degrees .  The 
phrase was r e i n s t a t e d  i n  1949 t o  d e s i g n a t e  the  degree  which included 
teacher c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  from t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Bachelor 
of Science Degree. 



t o  teacher  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1949, t h e  Bachelor of 

Science i n  Education Degree was introduced and w a s  awarded t o  s tuden t s  

who followed t h e  curr iculum f o r  elementary t eache r s  o r  t o  those  who 

followed t h e  curr iculum f o r  high school  t eache r s .  Three o the r  degrees 

were a l s o  added: A Bachelor of Science i n  Home Economics, a Bachelor 

of Science i n  I n d u s t r i a l  Arts, and a Bachelor of Science i n  Vocational 

Agr icul ture .  26 

On November 1 6 ,  1949, t h e  Agr icu l tu re  Department of t h e  c o l l e g e  

received f i n a l  approval  from the  S t a t e  Board of Vocational Education 

" t o  t r a i n  and c e r t i f y  t e a c h e r s ,  I t  and i n  July, 1950, such graduates  were 

" c e r t i f i e d  under t h e  Smith-Hughes Federal  Agr icul ture  Act. " Under t h e  

Gilmer-Aiken Law, c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was mandatory f o r  graduates  who proposed 

t o  teach i n  t h e  publ ic  schools of Texas. P r io r  t o  t h i s  develo?ment, 

many of t h e  advanced s tuden t s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  found i t  necessary t o  

t r ans fe r  from Southwest Texas S t a t e  College t o  co l l eges  c e r t i f i e d  by 

the  f e d e r a l  government. Dr. Flowers s a i d  of t h i s  development: 

We go t  Smith-Hughes Approval when i t  requi red  so  much e f f o r t  on 
our p a r t  t o  g e t  people t o  support  i t .  And t h i s  was a hard fought 
b a t t l e  a l l  t h e  way from Austin t o  Washington. I might say  t h a t  
it was t h e  on ly  time i n  twenty-two years  t h a t  I have been here  
t h a t  I had t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  t o  s u s t a i n  u s ,  and they 
d i d ,  a  hundred percent ,  and we got wha we f e l t  we were e n t i t l e d  
to - - tha t  was a . . . t h r i l l i n g  moment. b 

26College S t a f f ,  College Re-Examines @ Program, pp. 15-16; 
Administrative and I n s t r u c t i o n a l  S t a f f s ,  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers 
College, A_ College Looks At Its Prcgram   an Marcos: Southwest Texas 
Sta te  Teachers ~ o l l e s e ; 1 9 4 7 ) , ~ .  41. Hereaf ter  c i t e d  as College S ta f f  , 
A_ College Looks A t  I t s  Pro~ram;  College Catalog,  1949-1950, pp. 48-49. 

27 College - S t a r ,  November 30. 1949, p P  1, 4;  J u l y  19 .  195O. Pa 1; 
Flowers m, March 24,  1964, p. 9. 



Early i n  1951, nego t i a t ions  f o r  an A i r  Force iieserve Of f i ce r s  

Training Corps (ROTC) were under way. On February 23, a two-man team 

inspected the  c o l l e g e ,  and on A p r i l  20 school a u t h o r i t i e s  were informed 

t h a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  was q u a l i f i e d  t o  be a t r a i n i n g  center .  The 

u n i t  was a c t i v a t e d  on Ju ly  1, and t r a i n i n g  began September 17,  Each 

phase of t h e  ROTC program, b a s i c  and advanced, comprised a two-year 

s tudy,  Upon completion of t h e  two-year bas i c  course ,  a s tudent  was 

q u a l i f i e d  t o  app ly  t o  en te r  advanced t r a i n i n g ;  how eve-^, i f  accepted,  he 

would be bound by con t rac t  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  course and be  commissioned 

upon graduation a s  a second l i e u t e n a n t  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  Air Force Reserve 

or i n  the  r e g u l a r  A i r  Force, Lieutenant  Colonel E a r l  W. Lewis was the  

commander of t h e  f i r  s t  ROTC u n i t ,  

I n  1957* a new degree was added, ''Curriculum f o r  Speech Therapists  

Leading t o  t h e  Degree of Bachelor of Science i n  Education w i t h  

Provisional  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  Speech Therapy and i n  Elementary Education." 

It was d e s c ~ i b e d  t h e  next  year a s  t'Curriculum f o r  Speech Cor rec t ion i s t s  

and Hearing Therap i s t s  Leading t o  t h e  Degree of Bachelor of Science i n  

Education wi th  Provis ional  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  These Areas of Spec ia l  

Education," and another  degree was added, t t C u ~ ~ i c u l u m  f o ~  Elementary 

Teachers Leading t o  t h e  Degree of Bachelor of Science i n  Education with 

Endorsement f o r  Teaching Mentally Retarded or  Phys ica l ly  Handicapped 

Children, t,28 

C ~ l l e g e  S t a r ,  May 2 ,  1951, P O  I; September 1 9 ,  1951, P O  1 ;  
college-catalog, 1951-1952, p. 2a; College Catalog, 1957-1958, PP. 3, 
18-19; College Cata loa ,  1958-1959, pPo 76-77. 
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An Honors Program was i n s t i t u t e d  a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  i n  t h e  

f a l l  of 19-58, when twenty freshmen were chosen t o  a t t e n d  s p e c i a l  c l a s s e s  

i n  English and Speech. More advanced work was done i n  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  

c lasses  t h a n  i n  t h e  regular  o f f e r i n g s  t o  chal lenge  t h e  super ior  s tudents .  

On January 8, 1959, t h e  Faculty I n s t r u c t i o n a l  Council approved a second 

phase of t h e  Honors Program, permi t t ing  s tudents  t o  t a k e  advanced 

standing examinations and t h u s  by-pass c e r t a i n  courses.  Not more than 

s i x  semester hours  i n  any one department could be obtained through the  

advanced t e s t s ,  and t h e  maximum t o t a l  was f i f t e e n  semester hours i n  a l l  

departments. Each department w a s  t o  determine whether o r  not  advanced 

standing examinations would be permi t ted ,  i n  which courses  t h e s e  would 

be o f fe red ,  and which s tuden t s  would be e l i g i b l e  t o  t ake  t h e  examinations. 

The Msthematics Department was t h e  f i r s t  t o  schedule advanced standing 

examinations, which were o f fe red  i n  t h e  sophomore mathematics courses,  A 

p r e r e q u i s i t e  was a t  l e a s t  a "B" i n  freshman mathematics. I f  a s tudent  

passed t h e  advanced examination i n  t h e  courses o f f e r e d ,  he would receive 

f u l l  academic c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  course. This phase of t h e  honors program 

permitted supe r io r  s tuden t s  t o  graduate i n  l e s s  t ime than  was usua l ly  

required. 29 

Telev i s ion  has had an  e f f e c t  upon t h e  coulose of s tudy a t  Southwest 

Texas. I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1961 , the  San Marcos co l l ege  joined eleven other 

Texas co l l eges  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  o f f e r i n g  some courses  by way of 

c losed-c i r cu i t  t e l e v i s i o n o  I n  f a c t ,  seven of t h e  e i g h t  courses 

a d a b l e  through t h e  educat ional  t e l e v i s i o n  system were u t i l i z e d  by t h e  

Z 9 ~ o l l e  e S t a r ,  January 16, 1959, p. 1; College Catalog,  
1 9 5 9 - 1 9 e 7 8 .  



college. The primary o.b j ec t ive  of education via t e l e v i s i o n  was t o  
i .  

enable s t u d e n t s  t o  bec,ome acquainted wi th  outstanding p ro fessor s  i n  

various f i e l d s .  Two years  l a t e r ,  D r .  Flowers s t a t e d  t h a t  educat ional  

t e l ev i s ion  was "sti l l  an  experimental program, but  i t  has good 

1130 p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  

General Education Requirements 

When Dr. Flowers became pres ident ,  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  courses,  known 

a s  "cu l tu ra l  background'' courses "designed t o  g ive  a co r rec t  understanding 

of the  problems of contemporary l i f e , "  were requi red  of a l l  s tudents .  

Const i tu t ing  approximately one-third of the  t o t a l  courses r e q u i s i t e  

fo r  graduation,  these  o f fe r ings  were i n  the  fol lowing "broad fiel@s of 

human knowledge:" t h e  humanities, the  s o c i a l  sc iences ,  the  pure 

sciences, and t h e  arts.  The required sub jec t s  included twelve hours 

i n  English, six hours i n  American h i s t o r y ,  six hours i n  biology or  

chemistry or  physics,  and four one-semester hour courses i n  physical  

education, For a Bachelor of Arts degree,  the  fol lowing courses ware 

added t o  those  l i s t e d  above: s i x  hours i n  mathematics and a t  l e a s t  

twelve hours of f o r e i g n  language, By 1 9 9 ,  the  b a s i c  requirements had 

changed b u t  l i t t l e .  They involved twelve hours of English,  twelve hours 

of soc ia l  sc i ence ,  s ix  hours of sc ience ,  th ree  hours of speech, and 

th ree  hours of o r i e n t a t i o n .  31 

3 0 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  February 23, 1962, p. 2; Flowers, e t  a l .  , Bnphasis 
U p o n  Excellence, p, 125. 

"college Catalog,  1943-1944, pp. 40,  48: College Catalog, 
199-1955, p. 41, 



Dr. Al f r ed  H. Nolle ,  Dean of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College from 

1922 u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r emen t  i n  1959, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i g  change i n  

curriculum dur ing  Dr. Flowersf  admin i s t r a t ion  occurred i n  t h e  a r e a  of 

general  educat ion .  Beginning i n  1955, every graduate of t h e  c o l l e g e  was 

required t o  t a k e  f i f ty - two  semester hours " i n  genera l  educat ion  courses 

a f ford ing  common backgrounds and foundat ions of our soc ia1 , and  c u l t u r a l  

her i tage .  'I j2 The courses were d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  fol lows:  

Soc ia l  Sc iences ,  1 2  hours: 6 hours h i s t o r y ;  6 hours government 
Humanities, 1 0  hours:  6 hours  English L i t e r a t u r e ;  2 hours Arts 

( ~ u m a n i t i e s ) ;  2 hours Philosophy o r  Rel ig ion  o r  Bib le  
Science and Mathematics, 9 hours:  6 hours Sc ience ,  3 hours 

mathematics 
Communications, 9 hours : 6 hours English (reading and w r i t i n g )  ; 

3 hours  speech 
Heal th and Phys ica l  Well-Being, 4 semester hours  
Other Courses,  t o  make t h e  requi red  t o t a l  of 52 hours  t o  be 

chosen from e i t h e r  Humanities Courses, r e l i g i o n ,  Bib le ,  
Fore ign  Language (8 hours)  or a second l abora to ry  science.  

According t o  Dr. Nol le ,  D r .  Flowers was p a r t i c u l a r l y  pleased wi th  t h e  

add i t ion  of r e q u i r e d  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  humanities and i n  r e l i g i o n  o r  

~ i b l e , j j  and t h e  p res iden t  a l s o  commented t h a t ,  "In genera l  we a r e  

extremely proud of t h i s  l i t t l e  program i n  what we c a l l  t h e  a r t s  and 

the  humanities.  j4 He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  "a g r e a t  many  college^^^ 

had s tudied  t h e  gene ra l  educat ion program a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  and 

t h a t  some of them had u t i l i z e d  va r ious  f a c e t s  of it. He d i d  not  know, 

however, i f  t h e  p r o j e c t  had been i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  caus ing  the  Board of 
I 

j21nterview wi th  D r .  Alfred H. Nol le ,  San Marcos, Texas, August 
6 ,  1966; Col lege  Catalog,  1955-1956, pp. 4-6. 

*j?lowqrs Tape, March 24, 1964, pp. 1-2. 
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Regents t o  r e q u i r e  a l l  Texas c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  set u p  s i m i l a r  

programs. Also, he  gave t h e  f a c u l t y  of t h e  co l l ege  a great d e a l  of 

c r e d i t  f o r  i t s  I n  1962, t h e  name of t h e  program was changed 

t o  t h a t  of Academic Foundations, and t h e  requirements  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s  

extended t o  "approximately two y e a r s  of work, ,136 

The Graduate School - 

Author iza t ion  and Adminis t ra t ion  

On June 15, 1935, t h e  Board of Regents f o r  t h e  S t a t e  Teachers  

Colleges sanct ioned t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of a Graduate S:hool a t  Southwest 

Texas S t a t e  College,  and graduate  cour ses  l ead ing  t o  t h e  Master o f  A r t s  

degree wi th  a major i n  educat ion  were f i r s t  made a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  

summer of 1936. 

The Graduate Council was r e spons ib le  f o r  management of t h e  schoo l ;  

members of t he  f i r s t  Council were as fo l lows:  C. E, Evans, P r e s i d e n t  

of the! Col lege ,  Chairman; A ,  H. Nolle ,  Dean of t h e  pacu l ty ;  E. 0. Wiley, 

Director  of  Teaching Tra in ing;  David Votaw, Professor  of  Educat ion,  

Secretary;  C. S .  Smith, Professor  of Biology; Gates Thomas, P r o f e s s o r  

of English;  and M. Lo Arnold, Professor  of H i s to ry ,  Members of t h e  

Council  were appointed each year  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Q o l l e g e ,  

and the  Dean served a s  ex o f f i c i o  member and chairman of t h e  C o u n c i l  

a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  yea r .  Other members remained t h e  same except  t h a t  

35~ lowers  Tape, March 24, 1964, pp. 1-2. 

3 6 ~ o l l e g e  Cata log ,  1962-1963, pp. 81-82. 



Dr. Herschel Hopson replaced Dr. David Votaw a s  s e c r e t a r y  t h e  second 

year.  37 

Students  were admitted t o  t h e  Graduate School,  however, by t h e  

r e g i s t r a r ;  t h e  major advisor  of a s tudent  out l ined  h i s  course of s tudy 

t o  be presented t o  t h e  Daan of t h e  Fscu l ty ,  Appl ica t ions  f o r  candidacy 

f o r  t h e  Mas te r ' s  Degree and a l s o  t h e  completed t h e s e s  were f i l e d  with 

t h e  Dsan of t h e  Facul ty .  The S x r e t a r y  of t h e  Oraduate Gquncil b r i e fed  

t h e  s tudents  a s  t o  t h e  requirements f o r  t h e  prepara t ion  of t h e  t h e s i s .  

I n  1938, an execu t ive  s e c r e t a r y  was appointed t o  approve app l i ca t ions  

f o r  candidacy, t o  a s s ign  t h e s i s  committees, t o  approve theses  when 

f in i shed ,  and t o  recommend s tudents  t o  t h e  Dean of t h e  C9llege f o r  

graduation from t h e  Graduate School; however, admission was s t i l l  

handled by t h e  r s g i s t r a r .  The two o f f i c e s  of P s g i s t r a r  and Executive 

Qyre tary  of t h e  Graduate School merged i n  1942, and i n  1946, t h e  

o f f i c e r  became known as Rag i s t r a r  and D3an I - of Graduate S tud ies .  By 

1950, the  Graduate S3h00l merited a fu l l - t ime  D3an of Graduate Studies ,  

and Dr. Claude E l l i o t t  was named t o  t h e  pos i t ion .  The Graduate C x n c i l  

had expanded t o  inc lude  a de lega te  from each department t h a t  o f fe red  a 

major graduate program, and t h e  Qean of t h e  Graduate S tud ies  was 

chairman of t h e  Council.  The h g s i d e n t ,  t he  Daan of t h e  W l l e g e ,  and 

t h e  Bag i s t r a r  a l l  served a s  ex o f f i c i o  members of t h e  Council. Following 

t h e  death of Dean E l l i o t t ,  Dr, Leland E. Derrick,  Fhairman of t h e  English 

Department, became t h e  D2an of Graduate Studies on November 1, 1958. 38 

3 7 ~ o l l e g e  Cata log ,  1935-1936, pp. 49, 58; College C a t a l o ~ ,  
1936-1937 PO 57 a 

38~lowers  e t  a l . ,  Bn h a s i s  Upon Excellence,  pp. 30-31; College 
S t a r ,  October i 4 ~ ~ 8 ,  - 



Graduate Curriculum 

When t h e  graduate program was f i r  a t  implemented i n  1936, t h e  only 

major offered was i n  education; however, s ince a l l  graduates of t h e  

college were required  t o  take  education courses, "advanced t r a i n i n g  for  

adminis t ra t ion ,  supervis ion,  and mare e f fec t ive  classroom teaching@3p 

were e s p e c i a l l y  emphadzd i n  t h e  graduate program of study. Eighteen 

of the t h i r t y  hours required f o r  t h e  Master o f  Arts degree were taken 

i n  education a s  t h e  major, and t h e  minor consisted of e i t h e r  twelve 

hours i n  one f i e l d  o r  six hours each i n  two d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s .  Minors 

were offered i n  biology,  chemistry, English, h i s t o r y ,  and Spanish, and, 

"within limits," courses were a l s o  ava i l ab le  i n  eaonomics, German, 

government, home economics, mathematics, physics, sociology, and speech, 

Although t h e  t h e s i s  was usua l ly  recorded as education, i t  could be 

wri t ten  i n  an academic f i e l d ,  "but always with respect  t o  i t s  

professional a p p l i c a t i o n m t t W  I n  1938, majors fo r  t h e  advanced degree 

were ava i l ab le  i n  s o c i a l  science,  science and mathematics, and language 

and l i t e r a t u r e ,  provided t h a t  the  student  minored i n  education. 

By l%5,  a student  might do t h i r t y  hours of course work and six 

houre i n  r e sea rch  problems courses i n  l i e u  of a t h e s i a  f o r  t h e  Master of 

Arts degree. The research problems could be done i n  the major, or 

three semester hours might be presented i n  both t h e  major and the  minor 

f i e l d s .  I n  November, 1949, the  Board of Regent3 decreed t h a t  t h e  t h e s i s  

was no longer mandatory f o r  a Master 's Ilsgree; however, a s tudent  was 

- -- 

39C~11ege Catalog,  1936-1937, p. 57. 
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required t o  do t h i r t y - s i x  semester hours of work without a t h e s i s ,  and 

t h e  degree was t o  be designated a s  a Master of Education r a t h e r  than a 

Master of Arts .  Under the  t h i r t y - s i x  hour plan without a t h e s i s ,  a 

major thus cons i s t ed  of twenty-one semester hours and a minor of f i f t e e n  

semester hours,  or  two minors of six and nine hours respec t ive ly ,  This 

change was e f f e c t i v e  immediately and appeared i n  the  summer school 

b u l l e t i n  f o r  1950. 4 1  

I n  1 9 9 ,  majors were offered i n  t h e  following f i e l d s ;  ag r icu l tu re ,  

education, bus iness  adminis t ra t ion ,  education, home economics, i n d u s t r i a l  

a r t s ,  health and physica l  education, t h e  soc ia l  sc iences ,  t h e  sciences,  

English, and music. The Catalog indicated  t h a t  majors were 

avai lable  i n  t h e  fol lowing a reas  of subject  matter: education, a g r i c u l t u r a l  

editstion, biology,  business education, chemistry, English,  hea l th  and 

m c a l  education, h i s t o r y ,  home economics education, i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s ,  

music education, and speech and hearing therapy. There was no change 

i n  the  l i s t  of majors offered u n t i l  1963 when a major i n  mathematics 

was added t o  t h e  l i s t ,  The graduate program was f u r t h e r  strengthened 

when, i n  the  f a l l  of 1948, graduate a s s i s t a n t s h i p s  wepe granted f o r  the 

f i r s t  time, A two hundred f i f t y  d o l l a r  ($250) allotment was made 

avai lable  t o  e i t h e r  teachers  OF prospective teachers who i n  r e t u r n  

would give " l imi ted  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e i r  major departments," From t h e  

inception of t h e  graduate school i n  1936 through t h e  summer term of 

August, 1964, a t o t a l  of two thousand seven hundred sixty-one $laster ' s 

Degrees had been conferred by the graduate school; twelve hundred were 

''~ollege Cataloq,  1949-1950, p. 74; College Cataloq. 1950-1951, 
pp. 74-75; College S t a r ,  Deaember 7,  1949, p. 1; Flowers, & &., , 
Emphasis Upon Excellenoe, ppo 31-33. 



Master of Arts degrees and f i f t e e n  hundred f i f t e e n  were Master of 

Education degrees. 
42 

Teacher Education 

Southwest Texas S ta t e  Normal School was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1903 fo r  t h e  

so le  purpose of , t r a in ing  teachers ,  and the  1938 College Catalog s t i l l  

v e r i f i e d  t h a t  the  "ent i re  machinery of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  organized i n  

harmony with t h i s  purpose. I' Although it was i n  1939 that  s t u d e n t s  were 

permitted t o  graduate from Southwest Texas S t a t e  College without  courses 

i n  edwcation, t h e  ca ta log  still indica ted  t h a t  " the primary purpose of 

the  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College continues t o  be t h a t  of 

preparing teachers  for  the public schools of Texas." Twenty-five years  

l a t e r ,  a t  t h e  c lose  of the  Flowers ' adminis t ra t ion ,  t h e  1964-1965 

Catalog r ead ,  ". , , , while t h e  preparat ion of t eache r s  continues t o  

be a primary ob jec t ive  of the  col lege ,  new emphasis has been given t o  

those academic a r e a s  which cont r ibute  t o  genera l  l i b e r a l  education. 1143 

As l a t e  as 1958, the Southwest Texas ca ta log  poin ted  t o  the  f a c t  

t h a t  "usual ly about ninety percent of our graduates have completed 

requirements f o r  teaching or  spec ia l  serv ices  i n  t h e  publ ic  schools ,  and 

about eighty-four percent of those who graduate e n t e r  t h e  profess ion  

immediately. P4 I n  1961, seventy-one percent of t h e  four  hundred 

4 2 ~ o l l e g e  Catalog, 199-1955, p., 81; College Catalog, 1959-1960, 
p* 95 Colle e Catalo 1964-1 6 , p. 113; Colle e Catalo 1965-1966, 
P P  2k1 ,-2753?2681264;g1 F d t  sl. , Em h d o d e n a e ,  
P P ~  33-34; College S t a r ,  June 1 6 3 9 4 8 ,  

4 3 ~ o l l e g e  Catalog,  1 8-19 9, p. 15;  College Catalog,  1939-1940, v p. 40; College Catalog, 1 9  4-196.5, p. 50. 

4 4 ~ ~ 1 1 e ~ e  Catalog, 1958-1959, P O  40. 



e igh ty - s ix  graduates  were q u a l i f i e d  t o  teach ,  and e igh ty - s ix  pe rcen t  of 

them d i d  teach t h e  fol lowing year. 

When D r .  Flowers became pres ident  i n  1942, t h e  publ ic  schools  o f  

t h e  San Marcos Independent School D i s t r i c t  were used a s  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  

schools  f o r  the  co l l ege ;  t h a t  i s ,  s tudent  teachers  were a b l e  t o  observe  

and a l s o  t o  do t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  teaching,  as it was t h e n  c a l l e d ,  i n  t h e  

p H i c  schools ,  The super in tendent ,  p r i n c i p a l s ,  and t eache r s  of t h e  

public  schools  were l i s t e d  i n  the  var ious  e d i t i o n s  of t h e  c o l l e g e  

ca t a log  a s  o f f i c e r s  and t eache r s  of t h e  co l lege  l a b o r a t o r y  sehoole. 

Also i n  1942, a l l  of the  publ ic  schools  were housed i n  c o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g s  

on t h e  campus of Southwest Texas S t a t e .  The k inde rga r t en  a d  elementary 

grades one through s i x  met i n  t h e  Auditorium Laboratory Building,  and 

t h e  h igher  grades used t h e  Education Building. Because of t h e  

expansion of t h e  c i t y  of San Marcos,as well  a s  t h e  growth of t h e  

co l l ege ,  t h e  publ ic  school system i n  t h e  e a r l y  1950 ' s  e rec t ed  a  

bu i ld ing  f o r  grades  seven through twelve and vacated t h e  Education 

Building. Subsequently, a s  new bui ld ings  were needed f o r  t h e  public  

schools ,  they  were b u i l t  by t h e  Independent School System; and 

even tua l ly  because of growth of t h e  co l l ege ,  i n  1963, p lans  were made 

t o  remove t h e  l a s t  segment of t he  public  schools ,  t h e  Campus Elementary 

School, from t h e  co l l ege  campus.45 The convenient and workable 

arrangement between t h e  pub l i c  schools and the  c o l l e g e  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  

of s tuden t  t eache r s  h a s ,  however, continued t o  e x i s t ,  46 

4 5 ~ h e  Elementary School vacated t h e  co l lege  premises i n  1965. 

4 6 ~ o l l e g e  Catalog,  1964-1965, p. 50: Flowers, e t  a l . ,  ,Emphasis 
~ p o n  Excel lence ,  pp. 44, 50; College S t a r ,  b y  10 ,  1963, P O  1. 
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A very s i g n i f i c a n t  change was made i n  the  a rea  of s tudent  teaching 

under the  adminis t ra t ion  of President Flowers. I n  1942, p rac t i ce  

teaching had consis ted  of one hour a day i n  the  public schools housed 

on the college campus. Beginning i n  1942-1943, th ree  semester hours i n  

pract ice  teaching was required,  but as much a s  s ix  hours was permitted, 

and by 1945, a l l  elementary ma jors  were required t o  do p rac t i ce  teaching 

a half day f o r  one semester,for which they were given s i x  semester hours 

of c r e d i t ,  This sane half-day requirement fo r  p rac t i ce  teaching--or 

d i rec ted  teaching,  a s  it was by nou ca l l ed ,  became mandatory fo r  

secondary majors i n  1952. This arrangement gave a student  a c t u a l  

teaching experience under i d e a l  circumstances; i n  a public school and 

under the  supervision of the cooperating public school teacher ,  The 

increase of s tudent  teaching from one hour a day t o  a f u l l  half-day 

marked a great  s t e p  forward and was, i n  t h e  opinion of Dr. Flowers, 

"the d i f ference  i n  depth and concentra t ione"  47 

Another change i n  the  teacher-education program t h a t  developed 

under President Flowers was t h e  provision of a col lege  supervisor from 

the  department i n  which the  student  teacher was majoring r a t h e r  than 

from the  &ducation Department. He s a i d ,  . . . i n  a l l  of our 

departments we've go t  a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  every subject  matter department 

who i s  not only a scholar  i n  h i s  own r i g h t ,  and i n  h i s  own f i e l d ,  but 

he i s  a l s o  a scholar  i n  h i s  own r i g h t  because of experience and because 

of study a s  a teacher-educator i n  h i s  subject  matter f i e l d .  This is 

unique, I think.lP Also, i n  the  preparat ion of eleraentary teachers ,  

4 7 ~ l o n e r s  Tapes, June 10,  1964, p. 8 ;  Flowers, e t  a l . ,  Emphasis 
Upon Excellence, pp. 52-53. 

48 
Flowers Tapes, March 24, 1964, pp. . l - 4 ,  



various subject-matter departments provided i n s t r u c t i o n  fo r  c e r t a i n  

speci f ic  courses: a course i n  ch i ld ren ' s  l i t e r a t u r e  was taught by the  

English department; methods of teaching mathematics t o  elementary 

pupils WE taught by t h e  mathematics department; t h e  same was t r u e  of 

a r t ,  music, and var ious  other subjects  a s  well.  This procedure d i d  

not  minimize the  tremendous foundation work done by t h e  Education 

Dspartment i n  preparing teachers ,  f o r  t h e  courses i n  education 

contributed the  e s s e n t i a l  "whole area  of educational philosophy, and 

t h e  whole learning process, the  management of the  school i n  our 

democ~acy and i n  our soc ie ty , "  t h e  President declared.. 49 

The teacher education program a t  Southwest Texas benefited 

g rea t ly  from the  repor t  made by t h e  American Association of Colleges 

f o r  Teacher Education (AACTE) which was published i n  1949 under the 

t i t l e  School Community Laboratory Experiences in Teacher Education. 

Dr. Flowers was chairman of the  AACTE committee a t  the  time t h i s  repor t  

was made and was, a s  he sa id ,  "up t o  h i s  neck" i n  t h e  projec t  which 

was an intensive s tudy of "the b e s t  pract ices  i n  teacher education i n  

t h i s  country.t5 Beginning i n  1949, the  college,  including various 

members of t h e  f a c u l t y  who were most v i t a l l y  connected with t h e  teacher- 

t r a i n i n g  program--the e n t i r e  department of Education, representa t ives  

of each academic department, and t h e  complete public school s t a f f - -  

joined i n  a yea r ' s  s tudy of the  AACTE repor t .  This comprehensive study 

proved t o  be mutually benef ic ia l  t o  the  public schools and t o  the  college,  

49~lowers  Tape, March 24, 1964. pp. 1-4. 

5 0 ~ b i d  s June 1 0 ,  1964, p. 9.  



and many of t h e  important changes made i n  the  teacher-educat ion program 

since 1950 a r e  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  survey. 51 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  years  of the  teacher-education program, t h e  Qhairman 

of the  Education Department d i r ec ted  it and administered t h e  d e t a i l s .  

Following t h e  expansion of t h e  col lege  i n  the  1 9 5 0 1 s ,  a Teacher Education 

Council was formed t o  e s t ab l i sh  po l i c i e s  and t o  approve changes i n  the  

program. The Dean of the  College became t h e  permanent chairman, and t h e  

Gr sduate Dean of the  College, and t h e  Direc tor  of T sacher Education 

were assigned as permanent members. The Pres ident  appointed t h e  other  

seven council  members t o  serve a l t e r n a t i n g  terms i n  order  t o  g ive  

adequate r ep resen ta t ion  from a l l  a reas  of t h e  co l l ege ,  Membership on 

t h e  council  was a l s o  ro ta ted  so t h a t  representa t ion  might be given each 

department over a period of time; however, the  Di rec to r  of Education 

continued t o  administer the d e t a i l s  of the  program. In  1950, a 

part-time D i r e c t o r  of Sscondary Education was appointed t o  a s s i s t  t h e  

public school teacher  i n  supervising secondary s tudent  t eache r s ,  and 

i n  1955, a s imi la r  d i r e c t o r  of elementary s tudent  teaching was 

designated.  I n  evaluat ing the  student-teaching program, Pres ident  

Flowers sa id  t h a t  he d id  not "know of anything q u i t e  l i k e  it i n  t h e  

country." He emphasized tha t  h i s  administrat ion had taken some ideas  

t h a t  D r .  Evans had and had expanded and perhaps improved them. He 

s t a t e d  "I th ink  t h a t  we have taken some ideas  t h a t  he  had and some 

t h a t  I had and combined them, and we 've come up wi th  [something] t h a t  Is 

" ~ l o w e r s ,  3 &., Enphasis Upon Excellence, pp. 51-52* 
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very dynamic, and not only  do the  p b l i c  schools l i k e  i t ,  but we l i k e  

i t  here a t  t h e  col lege .  a 52 

The increased curriculum of fe r ings  and the enlarged s t u d e n t  body 

demanded an inc rease  i n  p lant  f a c i l i t i e s .  The b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  

campus and a sys temat ic  bui ld ing  program,which w i l l  be d i scussed  i n  

the  next chapter, were major accomplishments of President  Flowers '  

administrat ion.  

52~ lowers  w, June 10,  1964, p. 8; John G. Flowers, e t  al., 
Emphasis Upon Excellence, pp. 52-55. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE PHYSICAL PLANT 

Near the  c l o s e  of h i s  administrat ion as president  of Southwest 

Texas S t a t e  College,  D r .  Flowers adknowledged: 

I think one of t h e  most discouraging th ings  t h a t  h i t  me when I 
came t o  t h i s  campus i n  1942 was t h e  r a the r  deplorable  condi t ion  
of our phys ica l  p lant .  We had come through a depress ion  . . . a d  
t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  had not given u s  any money f o r  improvements, and 
very l i t t l e  f o r  r epa i r s .  . , , The col lege was jus t  i n  a t e r r i b l 2  
condit ion,  run-down bui ld ings ,  and leaky roofs.  I was simply 
dismayed when I got i n t o  i t . l  

D r .  Flowers d i d  not  censure h i s  predecessor f o r  the  dismal condi t ion  of 

the  overa l l  phys ica l  p l an t ;  i n  f a c t ,  he praised Dr. Evans f o r  what had 

been accomplished through d i f f i c u l t y .  Although t he  Texas l e g i s l a t u r e  

had not appropr ia ted  any money fo r  new buildings s ince  the  e r e c t i o n  of 

the  science bu i ld ing  i n  1925 a t  a cos t  of one hundred f i f t y  thousand 

d o l l a r s  ($150,000), President Evans had secured some nine hundred 

thousand d o l l a r s  ($900,000) f o r  col lege  buildings through a bonding 

program and through Federa l  a s s i s t ance .  Again i n  1964, ju s t  p r io r  . t o  

h i s  re t i rement ,  President  Flowers had these  words of p ra i se  f o r  D r .  

Evans ; 

He had a very  r i c h  philosophy, and a very r i c h  background of 
experience. I respected him profoundly because he came here 
a t  a co l l ege  t h a t  was poor and poorly supported, and as a 
matter of f a c t ,  here  was a man t h a t  had t o  s t rugg le  f o r  everything 

I Flowers m, Maroh 24, 1964, p, 12. 



i n  t h e  world t h e  col lege  ever got; i n  other words, t h e  co l l ege  
was l i t e r a l l y  s t a rved  t o  dea th  during the depression;  then  the 
war came on,  and t h e  man d i d n l t  have a  chance, . . . 2 

When D r .  Flowers became pres ident  of Southwest Texas i n  1942, t h e  

t o t a l  value of t h e  physical  p l an t  was one mil l ion e igh t  hundred eighteen 

thousand two hundred twenty d o l l a r s  ($1,818,220) ; twenty-two years  l a t e r  

a t  the  c lose  of h i s  admin i s t ra t ion ,  the t o t a l  investment, including 

buildings a l ready  under const ruct ion,  was f i f t e e n  mi l l i on  one hundred 

f o r t y  thousand two hundred ninety-seven do l la r s  ($15,140,297). A 

comparison of campus property i n  September, 1942, and i n  September, 

1964, i s  given below; 

September, 1942 September, 1964 

Campus proper 35 a c r e s  65 ac r e s  
College farm 47 a c r e s  443 ac res  
College campsite 125 ac res  
Total Buildings 40 ( including a t ,  107 ( t he  majori ty permanent- 

l e a s t  26 wooden type masonry f i r e -  
frame residen- proof s t r u c t u r e s  )3 
t i a l  buildings of 
temporary nature)  

Land Procurement 

During h i s  th i r ty -one  year administrat ion of the  col lege ,  President 

Evans purchased forty-one pieces  of property adjoining t h e  campus proper, 

thus t r i p l i n g  the  ac reage  of t h e  o r i g ina l  campus of "about eleven acres ."  

C, 
Flowers T a e ,  June 10 ,  1964, p. 4; College S t a r ,  J u l y  10 ,  1946, 

p. 1; March 2&47, p. 1. 

'sixteenth Bienn ia l  Report - of - t h e  -,, Texas - - Sta te  Teachers Colleges 
Board of Regents f o r  t h e  Years Ending August 31, a, and August 2, -- 
1942 (Austin: Von Boeckmann-Jones Co. , 1942), p. 17; Flowers, @ a. 
k p h a s i s  Upon Excel lence ,  p. 1 0 4 ;  College Catalog, 1943-1944, p, 20; 
College Catalog, 1964-1965, p. 41. 



I n  addit ion t o  these  parce ls  of land,  he acquired a l s o  two o t h e r  pieces 

of property: t h e  co l l ege  farm of some forty-seven a c r e s ,  l oca ted  about 

a mile from t h e  co l l ege  and e a s t  of Evans f i e l d ;  and t h e  Riverside 

Property p a r a l l e l i n g  the  3an Marcos River which t h e  col lege  had 

heretofore leased  from the  Fsderal G~vernment and which, on J u l y  31, 

1942, jus t  one month pr ior  t o  h i s  re t i rement ,  had been so ld  t o  t h e  

col lege by the  government f o r  the  sum of one thousand d o l l a r s  ($1,000). 

The t o t a l  amount of investment i n  land a s  reported by D r .  Evans t o  t h e  

Board of Regents upon h i s  ret i rement  was one hundred s ix ty - s ix  thousand 

three  hundred f o r t y  d o l l a r s  ($166,340) ; however, f igu res  given by D r .  

Flowers c r e d i t  him wi th  one hundred sixty-seven thousand one hundred 

f o r t y  d o l l a r s  ($167,140 ) , 4 

From 1942 t o  1963, President  Flowers purchased f i f ty- two pieces 

of land adjacent  t o  t h e  campus, and th ree  other property acqu i s i t ions  

brought the t o t a l  number t o  f i f ty - f ive .  The t h ree  add i t iona l  pieces of 

property were t h e  col lege  farm of almost four hundred a c r e s ,  made 

possible through l e g i s l a t i v e  appropriat ion;  eighteen ac res  of land 

where Riverside Homes and Apartments a r e  located;  and a co l l ege  campsite 

of one hundred twenty-five ac res  donated by Mrs. J. K .  Bere t t a  of 

San ~ n t o n i o .  The t o t a l  cos t  of these  f i f t y - f i v e  p ieces  of land was 

f i v e  hundred f i f t y - e i g h t  thousand, t h r e e  hundred twenty-six d o l l a r s  

($558,326). I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  f i f  ty-f i v e  proper t i e s  purchased through 

4 ~ n  page 100  of Emphasis Upcn Excellence, only forty-one pieces of 
property a r e  l i s t e d  as purchased during the  Evanss adminis t ra t ion;  t h e r e  
were only forty-one p ieces  of property adjacent  t o  the  campus ( ~ ~ 9 9 ) ;  
however, t h i s  d i d  n o t  include t h e  col lege  farm o r  the  Riverside Property, 
ye t  the t o t a l  investment cos t  on page 100 d id  include t h e  l a t t e r  two 
parcels  of land. 

5M.rs. Beret ta  served e i  hteen years a s  a member of t h e  Board of k Regents f o r  the  co l l ege ,  3a l i e  Ward Bere t ta  Hall i s  named i n  her  honor. 



1963, another s ix ty - th ree  p a ~ c e l s  of land adjo in ing  t h e  campus proper 

were scheduled t o  become ava i l ab le  t o  t h e  co l lege  through cooperat ion 

with the  c i t y  of San Marcos and t h e  Federal Renewal Program, known as 

t h e  General Neighborhood Renewal Program. This p r o j e c t ,  designated a s  

the  Chautauqua H i l l  P ro jec t ,  added another e ighteen  a c r e s  t o  t h e  

campus proper.  6 

Development of a Master Plan 

Almost immediately a f t e r  assuming o f f i c e  i n  September, 1942, 

President Flowers requested t h e  Board of Regents t o  au thor i ze  him t o  

r e t a i n  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  firm t o  a s s i s t  i n  developing a master plan f o r  

t he  campus of gouthwest Texas College, Harvey P. Smith and Associates  

of San Antonio were secured, and the  master plan was drawn up  i n  1943. 

A t  the end of h i s  f i r s t  year a s  pres ident  of the  co l lege ,  Dr. Flowers 

requested t h a t  Harvey P, Smith be appointed a s  consul t ing  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  

t h e  school i n  planning a postwar bui ld ing  program, s t i p u l a t i n g  t h a t  

Smith was t o  r ece ive  the  con t rac t s  when t h e  bui ld ing  program was 

implemented, This agreement proving t o  b e  s a t i s t a c t o r y ,  Smith became 

t h e  college a r c h i t e c t ,  The master plan,  projected over a period of 

twenty-five yeaps, provided f o r  o rde r ly  expansion of a l l  phases of 

campus development; it spec i f ied  t h a t l t h e  center  of t h e  campus be 

reserved f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  bui ldings and t h a t  the  outer  edge be  

designated f o r  dormi tor ies  and o ther  a u a a r y  W i n g s .  W @k d.echd was 

6 Flowers, e t  al., Emphasis U s  Excellence, pp, 99-100; "P res iden t ' s  
Report t o  t h e  Board of Re e n t s ,  S t a t e  Teachers Colleges,  I' (~acogdoches ,  
Texas. August 25-26, 19427, p. 12;  C o l l e ~ e  S t a r ,  August 20, 1942, p. 2; 
July 31, 1942, p. 1 ;  J u l y  27, 1962, p.  1 ;  June 7, 1963, p. 1. 



a Spanish Colonial archi tec ture  for  new buildings,  a type more 

appropriate t o  t h e  rugged, h i l l y  t e r r a i n  of the  campus. A l l  new 

construction was to b e  a permanent masonry; most of t h e  f i r s t  buildings 

were of white limestone with red t i l e  roofs and arched p i l a s t a r  facades. 

The sixteen buildings specif ied by the  master plan are l i s t e d  below: 

Buildings 

Dormitories f OF Women 
(~ccommodations fo r  402 ) 3 

Dormitories f o r  Men 
(~ccommodations for 280 ) 2 

Dining Hal l  and Apartments 
( ~ i n i n g  Hal l  accommodating 650; 32 apartments) 

Cooperative Houses 
(~ccommodations for  256) 5 

Fine Arts Building 1 
Classroom Building 1 
Library Addition 1 
Indus t r i a l  Arts Addition 1 
Mu s eum - 1 

TOTAL 16 

Older buildings,  when renovated, would be made t o  harmonize with the  

Spanish Colonial pat tern  of archi tec ture .  I n  1946, for  example, a red 

t i l e  roof was added t o  t he  main building t o  make it blend with the new 

s t ructures .  Although some of the  older buildings were qu i te  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  remodel, a l l  of them--instructional, auxi l iary ,  and service,--were 

madernized and redecorated, and about half  of the  o f f i c e s  and 

classrooms were air-conditioned during the  Flowers administration. 7 

7~lower  s , e t  al., h p h a s i s  U J  Excellence, pp. 98, 102; John On 
Flowers, Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College, Sari Marcos, Texas, 
President 's  Report t o  the  Board of Regents, S ta te  Teachers Colleges 
 a all as, Texas, August 5, 1943), pa 12;  College Star, March 20, 1946, 
p. 1 ; October 23, 1946, p. 1; College Staff  , A Colleae Looks A t  I t 3  

Program   an Marcos , Texas, 1947), pp, 78-79. 
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A s  he approached retirement i n  1964, the  President  sa id ,  " In  

re t rospect ,  i t  i s  amazing how near lyl the  campus has evolved a s  a result 

of the i n i t i a l  plan. "8 I n  February of 1958, a second master plan for  

the  Southwest Texas Sta t e  campus,which was designed t o  provide 

f a c i l i t i e s  u n t i l  1980, was approved by the  Board of Regents. The f i r s t  

plan of 1943 had been scheduled f o r  completion i n  1968; because of the  

rapid growth of t he  col lege ,  however, the plan had t o  be revised a f t e r  

only f i f t e e n  years .  9 

I n  t he  f a l l  of 1942, e igh t  humired seventy-eight (878) students were 

enrolled a t  Southwest Texas College; housing f a c i l i t i e s  were avai lable  

fo r  about f i v e  hundred. I n  the  f a l l  of 1963, the enrollment was 

three  thousand e i g h t  hundred f i f t y  (3,8501, approximately two thousand 

f i v e  hundred (2,500) of whom were accommodated i n  campus residenca 

h a l l s  ard apartments. l0 It i s  in te res t ing  t o  note t h e  projected 

enrollment a t  Southwest Texas a3 given i n  1958: 

Year - Number of Students 

The three thousand e i g h t  hundred f i f t y  (3,850) Southwest Texas Sta t e  

College s tudents  enrol led  i n  1963 exceeded by f i f t y ,  theref ore,  the 

'~ lowers ,  &. , Emphasis U p o n  Excellence, p. 102. 

9 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  March 7. 1958, Po 1 0  

10Re&strargs p e ~ o r t  fo r  1942-1943 and 1963-1964 (o f f i c e  o f  the  
Registrar ,  Southwest Texas Sta te  c o l l e g 7 ,  p, 1 ;  Flowers, e t  a l . ,  
Em hasis Upon Excellence, pp, 98, 104, 130; College Catalog,, 
5 ,  p~ 56-571 61. 



predicted number fo r  1968; and the enrollment has continued t o  run ahead 

of predictions . 11 

Ins t ruc t iona l  Buildings 

The 1964-1965 College Catalog l i s t e d  f i f t e e n  classroom buildings. 

Although perhaps only one-third of these were en t i r e l y  new s t ruc tu res  

erected under President  Flowers administration, some addi t ions  and 

remodeling of buildings already standing were so extensive a s  t o  make 

12 them i n  e f fec t  new edif ices .  Unfortunately much of t he  information 

about these bui ld ings  i s  sparse and scattered;  therefore  t h e  h i s to ry  

of each i s  necessar i ly  b r ie f .  

Main Building.--The cas t l e - l ike  main building of permanent brick - 
was erected i n  1902. Ed Northcraft was the a r ch i t e c t  and Francis  Fisher 

and R. C. Lambie were t he  contractors.  The Twenty-seventh Texas 

l eg i s la tu re  on March 28, 1901 appropriated twenty-five thousand do l la r s  

($25,000) for  t h e  erect ion of the  f i r s t  building; On October 2 ,  1901, 

the  same l e g i s l a t u r e  appropriated an addi t ional  twenty thousand do l la r s  

($20,000) t o  f i n i s h  and furnish the  s t ruc tu re ,  the  ac tua l  cos t  

amounting t o  th i r ty - four  thousand two hundred twenty-six d o l l a r s  

''1, 1966, the  f a l l  enrollment was 6,850 which was approximately 
t he  estimate fo r  1970-1971; & Marcos Record, October 6 ,  1966, p o  1; 
College S ta f f ,  A_ College Re-Examines Its Program, p. 128; Flowers, 
e t  a l .  , Emphasis Upon Excellence, p, 126, -- 

12~lowera .  e t  &. , Emphasis Upon Excellence, pp. 104, 130; Colleaa 
Catalog, 1964-19G, p. 41. The student union building,  although l i s t e d  
under ins t ruc t iona l  building% should be more properly l i s t e d  under 
service buildings,according t o  the Vice President of F i sca l  Af fa i r s  
f o r  the college, 



I n  1946, t h e  o l d  roof was rep laced  and t h e  audi tor ium on t h e  second 

f l o o r  was converted i n t o  a l i t t l e  t h e a t e r ,  i n t o  l a b o r a t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  

speech-arts department , and into classrooms and o f f i c e s  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  

science department .  I n  1959 complete remodeling of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r , a s  

we l l  as a i r  cond i t i on ing  of t h e  o f f i c e s , w a s  completed a t  a c o s t  of 

s i x t een  thousand d o l l a r s  ($16,000). These renovations,  a long  wi th  

minor improvements through t h e  year3,brought  t h e  "carrying c o s t , "  o r  

investment c o s t ,  according t o  t h e  Off ice  of t he  Vice-President of 

F i s c a l  A f f a i r s  f o r  t h e  co l l ege ,  t o  f i f t y  seven thousand seven hundred 

for ty- three  d o l l a r s  ($57,743); however, when Pres ident  Flowers r e t i r e d  

August 31, 1964, t h e  replacement va lue  of t he  main bu i ld ing  was assessed 

a t  t h r e e  hundred f i f t y - e i g h t  thousand t h r e e  hundred six d o l l a r s  

($358,306). On May 23 ,  1963, "Old Main, ' I  a s  t h i s  bu i ld ing  had come t o  

be known, was des igna t ed  by t h e  Texas S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Commission a s  a 

h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e ,  The o l d e s t  landmark on t h e  campus i s  a "symbol of 

higher  educat ion i n  Texas, I' s a i d  Walter Buckner, co-owner and publisher 

of t he  Sari Marcos Record, a s  he spoke a t  t h e  ceremony of presen ta t ion ,  

Mrs. W .  A .  Wyatt, S r , ,  of t h e  Hays County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i e ty ,  presented 

t h e  c a s t  medal l ion t o  Sidney Hughes, p res ident  of t h e  Alumni Associat ion 

13 of t he  co l l ege ,  and Hughes i n  t u r n  presented the  plaque t o  D r .  Flowers. 

13~nformation on corners tone  of bu i ld ing ;  Announcement Southwest 
Texas S t a t e  Normal School f o r  t h e  Annual Session Beginning September 2, -=, and Ending Mag 12, lm, p. 78; Sari Marcos Record, August 30, 
1946, p. 1; May 30, 1963, p. 6 ;  Pedagog, ~ ~ . ~ l l ~ e q u e s t  f o r  
Leg i s l a t i ve  Appropr ia t ions  f o r  F i s c a l  Years Ending 1968-1969 of 
Southwest Texas S t a t e  Col lege,  December, 1966,"  pp. 6 8 f f .  i n  Off ice  of 
Vice President  f o r  F i s c a l  A f f a i r s  of t h e  co l lege .  



Language A& BuiJdinq (Lueder a Hall ) , --ThSs building was emoted 

in 1909 a t  a c a s t  of f&#teen thousand dol lars  ($15,000), according t o  

President Evans. In 1941-1942, another th f~ ty- two  thousarld four  hundred 

forty-one d o l l a r s  ()32,44$) was spent on the  b u i l ~ I i n @ , ' ~  and again in 

1947 the  building underwent a complete renovation fop a cost of 

seventeen thousand two hundred dollars ($17,200). It has been a 

building of many uses during i t s  fifty-six years. It housed t h e  library 

of the  college u n t i l  t h e  new library was erected i n  1938; t he  English 

department was already occupying the building i n  1938, and it became 

kn~wn as t he  @lassroam plilding when tihe l t lbra~y moved out;  in 1943, 

i t  was renamed the Language Arts Building, Following the remodeling 

in 1947, t he  Bgme B2onomics P2partment occupied the f i ~ s t  f loQp. A t  

one t i m e  i t  housed the $gc ia l83 ience  Department, and when t h i s  

department moved t o  t he  new l i b r a r y  in the f a l l  of 1959, the  G31Lege 

&seum occupied the  seaond f L o o ~ .  I n  1967, the tlome Economics 

Bspartment s t i l l  occupied the f i r s t  f l oo r ,  and the ;oiEioss cof t r p 1 ' ~  

aaademic deana, the  Journalism P apar tment, the  Ex-$ tudent Association 

Office, and t h e  offices for  The P m  a l so  u t i l i zed  the structure.  

I n  August, 1964, t h e  ''carleying cost t t  was a%xty-two thousand six  hundred 

" ~ f t e r  t h e  1941-1942 renovation, t he  building contained f i f t y  
claasroams plus three assembly rooms for larger gatherings, The 

Collepe Catalog (pp. 16,17) repor tsd t ha t  fo r  ty-two thousand 
had been expended remodeling the  buildtng ; however, 

the Office of F i s c a l  Affairs had a total coat  f igure  of for ty-f ive  
thousand four hundred ninety-two dol la rs ;  no record of rsmodeLing i n  
1941 was given. Most l i k e l y  a t  some previous time, the  f f gures were 
lumped together,  or the  forty-two thousand dollar ($42,000) figure 
could have &cJuded some furnishings, 



ninety-two d o l l a r s  ($62,692) and t h e  replacement va lue  was four .  hundred 

thousand d o l l a r s  ($400,000). l5 

A& Building.--Original ly known as t h e  Manual Arts Building, t h i s  

&iSce was cons t ruc ted  i n  1912. Behles and Boelhauwe were the  a r c h i t e c t s ,  

and A . A .  Mundt was t h e  con t rac to r  f o r  t h e  twenty-five thousand d o l l a r  

($25,000) bu i ld ing .  An a d d i t i o n a l  f i f t e e n  thousand d o l l a r s  ($15,000) . 

was spent on t h e  bui ld ing  i n  1931. By 1942, it was known a s  the  Home 

Economics Building and contained s u i t a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h a t  department; 

a t  t h e  time, t h e  co l l ege  d in ing  h a l l  was a l s o  loca ted  i n  the  building. 

The old Ar t  Building was t h e  f i r s t  s t r u c t u ~ e  t o  be renovated completely 

during t h e  Flowers adminis t ra t ion .  On November 23, 1945, t h e  Board of 

Regents approved a bonding ppogram of t h r e e  hundred thousand d o l l a r s  

($300,000) for  a new dormitory f o r  g i r l s  and f o r  t h e  conversion of t h e  

Home Economics Building i n t o  a s tuden t  union bui ld ing .  I n  add i t ion  t o  

the  f i f t y  thousand do l l ap  ($50,000) bond i s s u e  for t h i s  bui ld ing ,  t h e  

Ex-Student Associat ion r a i s e d  twenty-three thousand d o l l a r s  ($23,000) 

t o  equip i t ;  and t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  of t h e  renovated Spanish Colonial  s t y l e  

bui lding i n  1947 was eighty-four  thousand, e i g h t  hundred f i f t y - e i g h t  

d o l l a r s  ($84,858). A t  one t ime,  t h e  College Exchangea which came t o  be 

known a s  The L a i r ,  occupied t h e  lower p a r t  of t h e  bui ld ing .  When t h e  

new Student Union Building was completed i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1962, t h e  A r t  

Department moved i n t o  t h e  bu i ld ing*  By 1964, t h e  bu i ld ing  c o s t  was 

15Evans, "Establishment and Appropriat ions Southwest Texas S t a t e  



one hundred f i f t y  thousand seven hundred seventy-one d o l l a r s  ($150,771) ; 

t he  replacement cos t  seven hundred twenty-five thousand seven hundred 

f o r  ty-nine d o l l a r s  ($725,749 1. 16 

Education Building.--The Education Building was erec ted  i n  1918. 

Jake Wettinger and Son were t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s ;  W. R. Hendrickson was t h e  

superintendent  of masonry, and C ,  H. Page and Brothers were t h e  

a r c h i t e c t s .  This eighty-f i v e  thousand d o l l a r  ($85,000) bui ld ing  was 

r e h a b i l i t a t e d  a t  a cost of twenty thousand d o l l a r s  ($20,000) i n  1929 

and again  i n  1938 a tSa  cos t  of twenty-five thousand d o l l a r s  ($25,000). 

I n  1942, i t  contained twenty-five classrooms, an auditorium, t e n  

o f f i c e s  f o r  t eache r s ,  s t o r e  rooms f o r  textbooks, and a r e fe rence  

l i b r a r y .  U n t i l  1952, grades seven through twelve of t h e  public  schools  

were housed i n  i t  and i t  was u t i l i z e d  as t h e  l a b o ~ a t o r y  or t r a i n i n g  

school  f o r  t h e  college. I n  1952, t h e  San Marcos Independent School 

D i s t r i c t  b u i l t  a new public school ,  and the  rooms formerly used by the 

high school grades were u t i l i z e d  by t h e  Education and Business 

Administrat ion Departments, Although i t s  car ry ing  c o s t  was  o n l y  

one hundred twenty-two thousand four  hundred f i f t y - n i n e  d o l l a r s  

($122,459) i n  August, 1964, the  replacement c o s t  on t h i s  bu i ld ing  was 

est imated t o  be four hundred n ine ty - s ix  thousand n ine  hundred e l even  

d o l l a r  s ($496,911 ) .I7 

161nf ormation from cornerstone of bui ld ing;  "Request from 
Leg i s l a t ive  Appropriations f o r  F i s c a l  Years Ending 1968-1969, 'I pp. 68f f .  
Evans, "Establishment and Appropriat ions Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers  
Col lege ,"  p. 1 4 ;  College Catalog, 1942-1943, p. 17 ;  College S t a r ,  
March 26, 1947, p. 1 ;  January 16,  19%, p. 1 ;  June 8 ,  1962, p. 1; 
San Marcos Record, August 30, 19%, p.1. - 

171nf ormation from cornerstone of bui ld ing  : College Cata log ,  
1942-1943, p, 17 ;  "Request f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  Appropriat ions f o r  F i s c a l  
Years Ending 1968-1969, 'I pp. 68f f . 
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A l l i e  Evans Cottage.--This demonstrat ion house f o r  home economics 

majors was a frame s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  1921 a t  a c o s t  of f i v e  thousand 

d o l l a r s  ($5,000). It was designed t o  g ive  s tuden t s  f i r s t -hand 

experience i n  buying, planning,  and serv ing  meals. The replacement 

value a t  Dr. Flowers '  r e t i r emen t  w a s  twenty thousand four  hundred 

f i f t y  d o l l a r s  ($20,450),  

Science Building.--The sc i ence  bui ld ing  was designed i n  1925 by 

Page Brothers a r c h i t e c t s ;  Dielmann Construct ion Company were t h e  

cont rac tors ,  The fou r - s to ry  f i re-proof  bui lding cos t  one hundred f i f t y  

thousand d o l l a r s  ($150, OOO), and i n  1927 an a d d i t i o n a l  twenty thousand 

d o l l a r s  ($20,000) was inves ted  i n  t h e  e d i f i c e .  I n  1942, it housed not 

only  the  Physics ,  Chemistry, and Biology Departments, but a l s o  the  

Department of Business  Adminis t ra t ion  and the  College Exchange or  

s t o r e .  I n  1958, a fou r - s to ry  no r th  wing was added when the  bui lding 

was completely remodeled a t  a c o s t  of f i v e  hundred one thousand f i v e  

hundred s i x t y  d o l l a r s  ($501,560), and t h e  Mathematics Department was 

moved i n t o  it. The building, which had been cons t ruc ted  a t  a cos t  of 

s i x  hundred s ix ty - f ive  thousand four  hundred eighty-three d o l l a r s  

($665,483), had a replacement va lue  of one m i l l i o n  two hundred twenty- 

two thousand tour  hundred seventy d o l l a r s  ($1,222,470) i n  1964. Before 

h i s  ret i rement  P res iden t  Flowers had pro jec ted  another  a d d i t i o n  a t  a 

c o s t  of seven hundred s ix ty -e igh t  thousand four  hundred n ine  ($768,409) 

t o  give a t o t a l  investment va lue  when completed of one m i l l i o n  four  

18  
h u d r e d  t h i r t y - t h r e e  thousand e i g h t  hundred ninety-two d o l l a r s  ($1,433,892)~ 

lacorner s tone information;  College Catalog, 1942-1941, pp. 17-18; 
"Request f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  Appropriat ions f o r  F i s c a l  Years Ending 1968- 
1969,"  pp. 68f f .  



Lula Hines Building.  --(Women s Gymnasium ) This bui ld ing ,  named 

f o r  one of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a c u l t y  m e m b e ~ s ~  Miss Lula Hines, was b u i l t  i n  

1938 f o r  t he  sum of sixty-two thousand t h i r  ty-e ight  d o l l a r s  ($62,038 ) . 
A t  t h a t  t ime,  and u n t i l  1942, it was considered t o  be a modern a d  

"adequately equipped two-story s t r u c t u r e ; "  however, i t  was extensively 

remodeled with a n  e a s t  wing a d d i t i o n  i n  3959 at  an a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  of 

two hundred f i f  t y - s ix  thousand fou r  hundred n ine ty  d o l l a r s  ($256,490). 

Minor r e p a i r s  i n  1961 brought t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  t o  t h ~ e e  hundred nineteen 

thousand four  hundred t h i r  ty-e ight  d o l l a r s  ($319,438) i n  1964, with a 

replacement value of f i v e  hundred eighty-two thousand s i x  hundred 

seventy-thr ee d o l l a r s  ($582,673) ., 

Library Building,--The e a s t  wing of t h e  l i b r a r y  was s t a r t e d  i n  

1937 by H i l l  and Combs c o n t r a c t o r s ;  Wirtz  and Calhoun were t h e  

a r c h i t e c t s  of t h e  one hundred n ine teen  thousand two hurdred th i r ty - fou r  

d o l l a r  ($119,234) s t r u c t u r e  completed i n  1938. I n  1950-1951, t h e  . 

bui ld ing  was a l t e r e d  cons iderably  and a two hundred e i g h t  thousand 

e i g h t  hundred s ix ty - s ix  d o l l a r  ($208,866) centpa l  a d d i t i o n  made, Again 

i n  1958-1959, the  bui lding was enlarged  when a f i v e  hundred f i f t y - s i x  

thousand two hundred eighty-seven d o l l a r  ($556,287) west wing was added. 19 

. After  t h e  l a s t  add i t ion  most of t h e  second f l o o r  and a l l  of t he  t h i r d  

f l o o r  were u t i l i z e d  f o r  classrooms f o r  t h e  English,  Foreign Language, 

:and Soc ia l  Science Departments. The t o t a l  investment i n  t h e  bui lding 

- - 

19*n outstanding f e a t u r e  of t h i s  wing was t h e  four-s tory  mural 
designed and sculped by J .  B. (Buck) Winn of Wimberley, n a t i o n a l l y  known 
mura l i s t .  The one hundred t h i r t y - e i g h t  concre te  blocks weighing twenty- 
two and one ha l f  tons ,  po r t r ay  tlie c o l l e g e  s tuden t  i n  d i v e r s  a r e a s  of 
campus a c t i v i t y  such a s  a r t ,  music, t h e a t e r ,  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s ,  t h e  
sc iences ,  and includes a v i s iona ry  dream of t h e  f u t u r e ,  Colleae Star, 
February 20, 1959, p. 3. 



was e i g h t  hundred e ighty- four  thousand t h r e e  hurdred eighty-seven 

d o l l a r s  ($88J+, 3871, w i t h  t h e  replacement value one m i l l i o n  f i v e  hundred 

f orty-two thousand seven hundred s i x t y - e i g h t  d o l l a r s  ($1,542,768). The 

s t r u c t u r e  was renamed Flowers Hall i n  1965 i n  honor of D r .  John G. 

Flowers, t h i r d  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  co l l ege .  
2 0 

Evans Auditorium-Laboratory School.--This e d i f i c e ,  completed i n  

1939 a t  a cos t  of one hundred f o r t y - f i v e  thousand four  hundred f i f t y -  

four  d o l l a r s  ($145,454.), contained a n  auditorium wi th  a sea t ing  capaci ty  

of s ix t een  hundred, and t e n  c o l l e g e  classrooms. I n  1942, t h e  elementary 

grades of t he  p u b l i c  schoo l s , a s  we l l  a s  t h e  Textbook Library,were 

housed i n  t h i s  bu i ld ing .  It was known a t  f i r s t  merely a s  t h e  Auditorium- 

Laboratory School,  I n  1947, it was remodeled a t  a c o s t  of th i r ty-one  

thousand d o l l a r s  ($31,000) and i n d i r e c t  l i g h t i n g ,  a new c e i l i n g ,  new 

drapes ,  a p ro jec t ion  booth, and an  o rches t r a  p i t  were added. A t  t h e  

dedica t ion  on January 27,  1948, t h e  auditorium was o f f i c i a l l y  named 

Evans Auditorium i n  honor of Pres ident  Emeritus, D r .  C. E, Evans, a t  

which time Pres ident  Flowers remarked; "We a r e  gathered here today t o  

pay t r i b u t e  t o  a g r e a t  person, one who has done more than  anyone e l s e  

i n  making t h e  co l l ege  what it i s  today. 21 I n  1957, a n  a d d i t i o n  was 

20~nfo rma t ion  from cornerstone of build-; "Request f o r  
Leg i s l a t ive  Appropriat ions f o r  F i s c a l  Years Ending 1968-1969, pp. 68ff  r 
College Catalog, 1942-1943, pp. 16, 1 7 ;  College S t a r ,  May 20, 1942, p.1; 
Flowers e t  a l . ,  Emphasis Upon Excel lence,  p. 37; News Release,  March 
9 ,  1965, i n  P u b l i c i t y  F i l e  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College. 

21~o l l ege  S t a r ,  January 28, 1948, p.1; College Catalog,  1942- 
1943, p. 17;  - "Request f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  Appropriat ions f o r  F i s c a l  Years 
Ending 1968-1969, I' pp. 68f f . 



made t o  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  school  a r e a  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t  a cos t  of seventy- 

f i v e  thousand s i x  hundred t h i r t y  d o l l a r s  ($75,630),  bringing t h e  t o t a l  

investment c o s t  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  August, 1964, t o  two hundred s ix ty -  

s i x  thousand seven hundred t h i r t y - e i g h t  d o l l a r s  ($266,738), Projected 

plans t o  remodel t h e  bu i ld ing  a t  a c o s t  of two h u d r e d  . . t h r e e  thousand 

four  hundred f o u r  d o l l a r s  ($203,404) were a l r eady  under way when D r .  

Flowers r e t i r e d .  
22 

A ~ r i c u l t u r a l  Farm Shop mi ld ing , - -Th i s  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  i n  1948 

f o r  t he  sum of t h i r t y - o n e  thousand t h r e e  hundred nineteen d o l l a r s  

($31,3191, had a replacement value of f o r t y - s i x  thousand two hulrlred 

four  d o l l a r s  ($46,204) a t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  Flowers'  administpation. 

This bui lding served a s  a shop f o r  equipment f o r  t h e  farm used by t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r e  department , 

A* Science Building.  --This s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  compos.ite of former 

United S t a t e s  Army bu i ld ings  acqui red  i n  1949 a t  a  coa t  of t en  thousand 

t h r e e  hundred ninety-nine d o l l a r s  ($10,399) t o  house t h e  Reserved Officer  

Training Corps e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  campus. As of August, 1964, t he  

replacement cos t  was est imated t o  be f i f t e e n  thousand eighk hundred s i x  

d o l l a r s  ($15,806), 

Fine Ar ts  Building.--This was t h e  f i r s t  e n t i r e l y  new i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

bui lding of any s i z e  cons t ruc ted  du r ing  t h e  Flowers'  adminis t ra t ion;  i t  

was erected i n  1950 a t  a c o s t  of two hundred eight-nine thousand n ine  

22~o l lowing  t h e  renovat ion of t h e  t u i l d i n g  i n  1965, t h e  replacement 
va lue  was one m i l l i o n  seventy thousand one hundred seventy one d o l l a r s  
($1 ,070 ,171)~  The bu i ld ing  was renamed Evans Academic Center i n  t h e  
summer of 1966 when the  Departments of His tory ,  Government, Economics, 
Sociology, and Gsography moved i n t o  it. 



hundred e ighty-s ix  d o l l a r s  ($289,986), and improvements i n  1952 ran 

t h e  cos t  t o  two hundred ninety-one thousand one hundred nine d o l l a r s  

($291,109). The replacement c o s t  i n  August, 1964, was four hundred 

eighty-six thousand seventy  four  d o l l a r s  ($486,074) ; S. 0. Yarbrough 

was the  con t rac to r ,  and Harvey P. Smith of San Antonio was the 

a r c h i t e c t .  A small auditor ium f o r  r e c i t a l s  was included i n  t h i s  

23 bui lding which housed both t h e  music and a r t  departments  

Men's Gymnasium ( ~ t r a h a n  ~ymnasiurn)?'~-hilt i n  19-55 f o r  f i v e  

hundred f i f ty-seven thousand seven hundred f o r t y - s i x  d o l l a r s  ($557,746), 

t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  provided adequate space f o r  such events  a s  graduation 

exenises and other  l a r g e  ga the r ings ,  as we l l  a s  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  physical  education. The dormitory sec t ion  of t h e  

bui lding cos t  one hurdred seventeen thousand seven hurdred ninety-two 

d o l l a r s  ($117,792) ; t h e  replacement va lue  of t h e  e n t i r e  bui lding when 

President  Flowers r e t i r e d  was seven hundred seventy-five thousard two 

hundred sixty-seven d o l l a r s  ($775,267). 

I r d u s t r i a l  Arts  Bui ld iw.- - In  September, 1959, t he  three-uni t  

i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  bui lding was f in i shed  fo r  a t o t a l  sum of th ree  hurdred 

seventy-f i v e  t h o u s a d  th i r ty-seven d o l l a r s  ($375,037). U t i l i z i n g  

equipment and too l s  received from t h e  f e d e r a l  government following 

World War 11,  f a c i l i t i e s  were valued a t  almost a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  The 

c o s t  of t he  building replacement i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1964 w a s  four  hurdred 

23 ~ F t e ~ u e s  t for  Leg i s l a t ive  Appropriations f o r  F i s c a l  Years Ending 
1968-1969, " pp. 68ff ;  College S t a r ,  June 7 ,  1950, p. 1 ;  August 16 ,  
1950, p. 1; nterview wi th  Jerome C, Cates ,  San Marcos, Texas, December 
8, 1966. 

24~ollowing R e s i d e n t  Flowers ' re t i rement  t h e  bui ld ing  was named 
Strahan Gymnasium fo r  Oscar S t rahan ,  former Chairman of t h e  Pnysical  
Education Department, now r e t i r e d .  
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sixty-one thousand two hundred ninety-f  i v e  d o l l a r s  ($461,295). 

Student Union Building,--William Matera of San Antonio was the 

contractor  fo r  t h e  t h r e e  hundred ninety-seven thousand e igh t  hundred 

s ix ty- three  d o l l a r  ($397,863)edif i c e ,  which was considered t o  be the 

outstanding s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  campus when i t  was completed i n  the  f a l l  

of 1962, The three-s tory  bui ld ing  contained a gym-sized ballroom, six 

rooms f o r  various c lub  meetings, ard of i ces  for the s tudent  center  

personnel,  a s  well  a s  a co l l ege  snack shop, bookstore, and r ec rea t ion  

a rea  . 25 

Auxi l ia ry  Buildings 

Although the re  wepe some e ighteen  bui ldings used a s  dormitories  

and apartments when P r e s i d e n t  Flowers took over t h e  r e i n s  of Southwest 

Texas i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1942, t h e r e  were only two modern fire-proof 

dormi tor ies :  Sayers Hal l  f o r  women., and Harr i s  H a l l  f o r  men. The 

o thers  were c h i e f l y  res idences  acquired along with land secured f o r  

expansion purposes, and were u t i l i z e d  a s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  s tudents*  

Almost t e n  mi l l ion  d o l l a r s  worth of res idence  h a l l s  and apartments 
26 

were e rec ted  during h i s  twenty-two year  adminis t ra t ion ,  seventeen of 

which were modern masonry s t r u c t u r e s  designed i n  keeping with the  

2 5 t 1 ~ e q u e s t  f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  Appropriations f o r  F i s c a l  Years Erding 
1968-1969, " pp. 68 f f ;  C o l l e ~ e  S t a r ,  December 18 ,  1959, p. 3; Ju ly  29, 
1960, p. 1; June 8 ,  1962, p. lo 

26~or tn i to r i e s  fo r  women ware Beret ta,  Brogdon, Commons, Lantana, 
Laure l ,  Retama, Speck, Burleson, Hornsby, and a l r e a d y  scheduled was 
But le r .  Men's Dormitories were Arnold, E l l i o t t ,  Harr i s  Annex, Smith, 
Thomas, A th le t i c  ( ~ e n ' s  ~ymnasiurn) , and scheduled wele another u n i t  of 
Thomas and Read Hall. 
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Spanish Colonial  type a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  o ther  campus bui ldings.  

There were s i x  add i t ions  t o  do rmi to r i e s  during t h e s e  yea r s ;  housing i n  

permanent f i re-proof  d o r m i t o r i e s  was thus  provided i n  1942 for  a t o t a l  

of two hundred eighty-three(283) men and women. I n  the  f a l l  of 1964 

dormitory space was a v a i l a b l e  f o r  two thousand t h r e e  hundred sixty-one 

(2 ,361 ) s tudents  wi th  t h r e e  o ther  residence h a l l s  under cons t ruc t ion  t o  

house another f i v e  hundred t h i r t y - e i g h t  (538) ,  bringing the  t o t a l  t o  

two thousand e igh t  hundred ninety-nine (2,899) s i n g l e  s tudents  who 

could be lodged, 

During World War 11, t h e  co l l ege  leased  i ts  Riverside a rea  t o  t h e  

government f o r  a f e d e r a l  housing p ro jec t  b u i l t  by t h e  United S t a t e s  Army 

Air Corps f o r  Camp Gary A i r  Force Base loca ted  a t  t h e  edge of San Marcos. 

A t  t h e  end of t he  war, t h e  co l l ege  purchased these  barrack-type bui ld ings  

from the  government a t  a c o s t  of s ixty-four  thousand d o l l a r s  ($64, OOO), 

t hus  providing adequate housing f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  married s tudents ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  veterans. A s  a matter  of f a c t ,  on January 1, 1946, 

Southwest Texas was the  only s t a t e  co l l ege  i n  Texas which had such 

f a c i l i t i e s .  A t  t h a t  t ime twenty-two ve terans  and t h e i r  f ami l i e s  were 

l i v i n g  i n  the  Riverside Homes. As these  bui ld ings  began t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  

and a s  the  number of married s tudents  increased,  t h e  co l lege  constructed 

s i x  u n i t s  of e igh t  apartments each i n  1957. These res idences ,  named 

Rivers ide  Apartments and loca ted  ac ross  from the  f o o t b a l l  stadium, 

were b u i l t  with a loan from t h e  Federal  Housing Authori ty,  t h e  f i r s t  

l oan  obtained from the Federal  Government f o r  bui ld ing  purposes s i n c e  

1936 when Sayers and ~ a r r i s  d o r q i t o r i e s  had been erec ted  under t h e  

governmentb Workers Pro jec t  Administrat ion 'program. A t o t a l  of 



t h r e e  hundred f i f t e e n  thousand f o u r  hurdred four  d o l l a r s  ($315,404) 

was spent cons t ruc t ing  t h e  permanent b r i ck  apartments.  Some of 

Riverside Homes t h a t  were beyond r e p a i r  were demolished; a t  l e a s t  ha l f  

of them, however, were being u t i l i z e d  i n  1967. It was planned t h a t  a l l  

of these  would even tua l ly  be replaced wi th  permanent, concrete ,  f i r e -  

proof ,  modern apartments t o  provide f o r  t h e  ever- increasing number of 

married s tudents .  I n  1964, sixty-one dormi tor ies  and apartments were 

i n  use  on t h e  campus of  Southwest Texas. 2  7 

Service Buildings 

I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  seventy-six i n s t r u c t i o n a l  and a u x i l i a r y  

bui ld ings ,  t h e  co l lege  p lant  embodied i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1964 th i r ty-one  

o the r  bui ldings,  ranging from t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  home t o  t h e  var ious  

bui ld ings  on the  co l l ege  farm and on t h e  co l lege  campsite. Included 

a r e  t h e  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d  house, t he  ba th  house, t h e  Commons Cafe t e r i a ,  

t h e  Inf i rmary ,  and the  power p l a n t ,  a s  we l l  a s  o ther  s e rv ice  and 

maintenance f a c i l i t i e s .  The t h r e e  bui ld ings  which a r e  outstanding 

i n  co l l ege  usefulness  and which were b u i l t  during President  Flowers' 

term of o f f i c e  a r e  the  Inf i rmary ,  t h e  Commons c a f e t e r i a ,  and t h e  

p res iden t  Is home. 

The Infirmary.--This bui lding was erec ted  i n  19-50 on t h e  corner - 
of Edward Gary and Wood s t r e e t s  a t  a cos t  of one hundred f i f t y - f o u r  

2 7 t f ~ e q u e s t  for  Leg i s l a t ive  Appropriat ions f o r  F i s c a l  Years Ending 
1968-1969, " pp. 68ff ;  Colle  e  Catalog,  1943-1944, p. 20; C o l l e ~ e  Catalog, 
1964-1965, pp. 14 ,  41, -sf- 5 -57 Flowers,  e t  a l . ,  Emphasis Uwn Excellence, 
pp. 99, 104; College S t a r ,  October 25, 1957, P.  2 ;  October 9 ,  1959, p.4; 
San Marcos Record January 4 ,  1946, p. 1. - - -' 
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thousand one hundred eighty-f i v e  d o l l a r s  ( $ 1 9 , 1 8 5 )  t o  accommodate 

twenty pa t i en t s .  

The Commons Cafeter ia . --Construct ion on t h e  c a f e t e r i a  began i n  t h e  - 
spr ing  of 1950 and was completed i n  September, 1951; a t  t h a t  time, t he  

l a r g e  d in ing  room on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  had a s e a t i n g  capaci ty  of f i v e  

hundred eighty-eight  (588). I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he re  was a spec ia l  banquet 

room designed t o  accommodate one hundred twenty ( 1 2 0 ) ~  The c a f e t e r i a  

was expanded i n  the  summer of 1960 a t  a cos t  of two hundred th i r ty-n ine  

thousand d o l l a r s  ($239,000). Commons, loca ted  between two g i r l s  

dormi tor ies ,  Bere t ta  and Brogdon Ha l l s ,  f aces  Roanoke S t r e e t  and the  

Library   lowers ~ a 1 1 ) .  28 It also incldd dormitory spsce f o r  forty-two gir ls .  

The P res iden t ' s  Home.--This e d i f i c e  was erected i n  1956 fo r  - 
eighty-four thousand e igh t  hundred  t h i r t y  -e i g h t d o 11 a r s 

($84,838). J u s t  before Christmas, President  and Mrs. Flowers moved 

i n t o  the  home which was designed t o  serve a l s o  a s  a guest  home f o r  

outstanding v i s i t o r s  t o  the  campus,as we l l  a s  a place f o r  some of t h e  

l a r g e  recept ions given each year  by t h e  co l lege ,  On January 11, 1957, 

t h e  sen io r s  of the  mid-winter graduat ing c l a s s ,  along wi th  t h e  f a c u l t y  

members, were the  f i r s t  t o  be honored a t  a recept ion  i n  the  new home. 

The following week, members of t h e  s t a f f  of t he  College Star were 

given a spec ia l  tour  of t he  b e a u t i f u l  new s t r u c t u r e .  When President  

Flowers rel inquished it t o  h i s  successor i n  August, 1964, i t s  

2 8 u ~ e q u e s t  f o r  Legis la t ive  Appropriations f o r  F i s c a l  Years Ending 
1968-1969, pp. 68 f f ;  College Cataloq,  1964-1965, p. 41; College Star, 
May 11 ,  1949, p. 1 ;  November 30, 1949, p. 1 ;  June 7 ,  1950, p. 1 ;  August 
1 6 ,  1950, p. 1 ;  September 1.9, 1951, p. 1 . 
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estimated value was one hundred seventeen thousand n ine  hundred twenty- 

f i v e  d o l l a r s  ($117.925) .29 

The College Farm 

I n  add i t ion  t o  the  s i x t y - f i v e  a c r e s  on t h e  campus proper and the  

r ec rea t iona l  a r e a  loca ted  on the  San Marcos Eiivern3' the  co l lege  owns 

two other  l a r g e  pieces of property,  one of which i s  the  co l lege  farm, 

To supplement the  forty-seven a c r e  farm which was purchased during the  

Evans adminis t ra t ion ,  wh i c h i s  l o  c  a  t e d  one mi le  from the  col lege 

ard which adjoins the football stadium (Evans Fie ld  ) on t h e  e a s t ,  t he  college 

bought another th ree  hundred e ighty-e ight  (388) ac res  from Mr. Charles 

Feh l i s  i n  February 1948 f o r  experimental and p r a c t i c a l  use by the  

Agr icul ture  Department, Located on t h e  Old Hunter Road about t h ree  

miles south of San Marcos, almost one-third of t h e  farm i s  of the  h i l l  

country ranching land;  a  por t ion  of b e t t e r  than two hundred (200) acres  

i s  black land s u i t a b l e  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n *  Both Pres ident  Flowers and 

T, R o  Wlie, Chairman of the  A g ~ i c u l t u ~ e  Department, praised Feh l i s  f o r  

h i s  generos i ty  and cooperation i n  s e l l i n g  the farm t o  t h e  col lege.  

The purchase p r i ce  was twenty-one thousand one hundred eighty-six d o l l a r s  

2 9 t t ~ e q u e g t  for  Leg i s l a t ive  Appropriations f o r  F i s c a l  Years Ending 
1968-1969, It  pp, 68ff ; Gollege, Catalog,  1964-1965, p, 41; College Star, 
December 20, 1956, p. 2 ;  January 17 ,  1957, P. 1 ;  May 1 3 ,  1960, p b  2 .  

'O~he col lege owns seve ra l  a c r e s  along the  San Marcos River known 
as Sewell Park; the r i v e r  i s  u t i l i z e d  a3  a  swimming pool and p icnic  
t a b l e s  a r e  a l s o  provided f o r  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  area .  
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and seventy-f i v e  c e n t s  ($21,186.75), but  t h e  e s t ab l i shed  value a t  t h a t  

time was twenty-five thousand n ine  hundred twenty-three d o l l a r s  

and seventy-five c e n t s  ($25,923.75); t h e  value of t h e  land i n  the  f a l l  

of 1964 was est imated t o  be f i f ty - seven  thousand d o l l a r s  ($57,000). 31 

The College Campsite 

The o ther  l a r g e  p i ece  of proper ty  owned by the  col lege is  t h e  

co l lege  campsite. On January 1 0 ,  1951, Mrs. J. K .  Beret ta  of San 

Antonio, an eighteen-year member of t h e  Board of Regents f o r  Texas 

S t a t e  Colleges,  donated a campsite of one hundred twenty-five (125) 

ac res  t o  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College. The camp, located 

on the  Blanco River s ix miles  southeas t  of Wimberley,is only e ight  

miles  from San Marcos by way of t h e  o ld  Wimberley highway; however, 

t h e  d i s t ance  i s  n ine teen  mi les  through Wimberley proper. The camp, 

across  t h e  r i v e r  from t h e  Nance ranch,  was a t  one time the  Zapalec 

property but had been acquired by Jim Crews, a San Marcos businessman, 

years  before,  Mrs. Bere t ta  had purchased the  property from Crews and 

t h e  same day deeded it t o  t h e  co l lege .  A ranch house and seve ra l  

o ther  ranch bui ldings were included i n  t h e  twenty-five thousand d o l l a r  

($25,000) campsite. Oscar Strahan , Chairman of t h e  Physical  Education 

Department of t h e  co l lege  a t  t h e  time commented t h a t  t h e  camp was "one 

of t he  most scenic places along t h e  Blanco River and one of t h e  most 

i d e a l  campsites i n  t h i s  a r e a , "  and he was en thus iks t i c  about t he  many 

3 1 ~ o l l e  e Star, February 1 8 ,  1948, p. 1; College Catalog,  m- m, p*ollege Catalog,  1941-19&, p. 20: i n t e r v i e w  with Jerome 
C. Cates,  Vice President  of F i s c a l  A f f a i r s ,  Southwest Texas S t a t e  
College,  San Ma~cos ,  Texas, December 8 ,  1966. 



possible  uses  of t h e  camp. 32 

Landscaping 

I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  bui ld ing  improvements, Dr. Flowers i n i t i a t e d  

a landscaping program e a r l y  i n  h i s  term of o f f i c e  a s  pres ident .  Mrs. 

Gates Thomas was chairman of the  landscaping committee which included 

s o i l  erosion con t ro l .  Mrs. Flowers a l s o  took an  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t he  

campus b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  nineteen f o r t i e s ;  through her e f f o r t s ,  

t r e e s ,  bushes, and f lowers were e i t h e r  planted or l e f t  i n t a c t  even 

during t h e  bui lding programs. A t  t h a t  time the  custom was t o  remove 

a l l  shrubbery and greenery when bui lding construct ion was under 

development. Not only was Mrs. Flowers instrumental  i n  see ing  t h a t  

c e r t a i n  t r e e s  and shrubbery were l e f t  i n t a c t ,  but she a l s o  managed 

t o  implement a program t o  p lant  greenery and thus not  only r e t a i n  

o r i g i n a l  beauty, but t o  enhance the  landscaping program whi le  

construct ion was i n  progress.  Shor t ly  before D r .  Flowers' r e t i r emen t ,  

h i s  wife sa id  "It was wonderful t o  watch the  t ransformation of t h e  

campus. Beauty developed as walks and p lant ings  were added. This 

has given us a s  much s a t i s f a c t i o n  a s  anything I know of .  ,133 

The Huntington S ta tue  

One of t h e  g r e a t e s t  cont r ibut ions  t o  campus b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  came 

i n  the f a l l  of 1951 with t h e  donat ion of the Huntington s t a t u e ,  e n t i t l e d  

321nterview wi th  Jerome C .  Ca tes ,  San Marcos, Texas, December 8 ,  
1966; College S t a r ,  January 1 7 ,  1951, pp. 1, 4 .  

3 3 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  March 17 ,  1948, p. 1; Apr i l  1 0 ,  1964, p. 4. 



"Fight of t h e  S t a l l i o n s ,  " The seventeen-foot cast aluminum s t a t u e  i s  

t h e  work of Mrs. Anna Hyatt  Huntington, and was a g i f t  from the  noted 

American s c u l p t r e s s  and her p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  husband, Archer Huntington. 

Along wi th  Pres ident  Flowers,  a r t i s t  Euck Wim of Wimberley was 

e n t h u s i a s t i c  about  t h e  s t a tue .  H e  s a i d ,  "This g i f t  i s  one of t he  most 

wonderful t h ings  t h a t  has ever come t o  Texas. . . . As a work of ar t  

it i s  p r i c e l e s s . "  Winn donated h i s  s e rv ices  i n  helping t o  choose t h e  

l o c a t i o n  and designing a s u i t a b l e  mounting f o r  t h e  s t a tue .  San Marcos 

c i v i c  l eade r s  were a l s o  e n t h s i a s t i c  about t h e  g i f t  and r a i s e d  seve ra l  

thousand d o l l a r s  t o  provide f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  oval-shaped 

base composed of na t ive  s tone  and itsurrounded by a g ras s  moat planted 

i n  low shrubs and protected around t h e  outer  rim by a low s tone  wall.  11 3 

Pres ident  ~ i o w e r s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  pleased with t h e  t h e  s t a l l i o n s ,  

l a t e r  valued a t  f o r t y  thousand d o l l a r s  ($40,000), and remarked, "We 

f e e l  g r e a t l y  honored t o  be picked ou t  of a l l  t he  co l leges  i n  the  count ry  

t o  rece ive  t h i s  wonderful g i f t .  It w i l l  be cherished fo reve r ,  a th ing  of 

beauty . . . . We can never g i v e  adequate thanks t o  Mr. and Mrs. 

Huntington. " 35 The s t a t u e  i s  down t h e  mall from Old Main, located 

between t h e  Evans Academic Center and t h e  Fine Arts  m i l d i n g .  

Under President  Flowers t h e  campus almost doubled i n  s i z e ,  and 

t h e  purchase of a four hundred fo r ty - th ree  ac re  farm, t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  

of a one hundred twenty-five a c r e  campsite,  and t h e  e rec t ion  o r  

- -- 

3 4 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  October 10 .  1951, p. 1. 

j51bid -* * p. 2 .  
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remodeling of t h e  one hundred seven buildings owned by the  col lege 

was achieved. The orderly,  sys temat ic  arrangement of t h e  white masonry, 

red-topped buildings of the  Southwest Texas S t a t e  College are a s t r i k i n g  

achievement of the  Flowers administrat ion,  during which many notable 

events  t r ansp i red ,  some of which w i l l  be considered i n  the chapter 

which follows. 



CHAPTER V 

SOME NOTABLE AS P E  TS OF PRESIDENT FLOdERS' ADMINISTRATION 

When Dr. Flowers became p res iden t  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College 

i n  1942, t h e  f a l l  enrollment was e i g h t  hundred seventy-eight (878); it 

was t h r e e  thousand e i g h t  hundred f i f t y  (3,850) i n  1963. The facul ty  

numbered sixty-one (61) i n  1942; i t  was one hundred seventy-two (172) 

i n  1963. The p lant  investment was one mi l l i on  e ight  hundred eighteen 

thousand two hundred twenty d o l l a r s  ($1,818,220) i n  the  f a l l  of 1942; 

it w a s  f i f t e e n  mi l l i on  one hundred f o r t y  thousand two hundred ninety- 

seven d o l l a r s  ($15,140,297) when president  Flowers r e t i r e d  i n  1964. 

Since t h e  replacement value was very conservat ively estimated t o  be a t  

least one-third of t h e  investment c o s t ,  t h e  t o t a l  plant  value exceeded 

twenty m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  The 1.941-1942 budget of t h e  col lege was t h r e e  

hundred s i x t y  thousand four  hundred s ixty-f  our d o l l a r s  ($360,464 ) ; i n  

1963-1964 it  was four  mi l l i on  seven hundred t h i r t y - s i x  thousand f i v e  

hundred thir ty- two d o l l a r s  ($4,736,532 ) , and i f  t h e  bui ld ing  budget of 

four hundred eleven thousand s i x  hundred s i x t e e n  d o l l a r s  ($411,616 ) i s  

added t o  t h i s ,  the  t o t a l  f i g u r e  is  f i v e  m i l l i o n  one hundred for ty-e ight  

thousand one hundred for ty-e ight  d o l l a r s  ($5,148,148). The 1964-1965 

budget projected by D r .  Flowers i s  even more impressive, t o t a l i n g  

e i g h t  mi l l i on  two hurdred ninety-nine thousand s ix  hundred two d o l l a r s  

($8,299,602),  including t h r e e  m i l l i o n  t h r e e  hundred eleven thousand 
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six hundred e ighty- f  i v e  d o l l a r s  ($3,311,685) f o r  bu i ld ings .  These 

f i g u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  tremendous growth, but President  Flowers des i r ed  

t h a t  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  be charac te r ized  by q u a l i t y  r a t h e r  than  quan t i t y .  

Excellence was a goal  which he s e t  no t  only f o r  h imsel f ,  but f o r  t he  

co l lege  he d i r e c t e d  f o r  a  l i t t l e  over two decades.' H i s  admin i s t r a t i on  

embraced some no tab le  a c t i v i t i e s  and events .  

Se l f - s tud ie s  and Evaluations 

Playing a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  development and growth of 

Southwest Texas S t a t e  College were t h e  s e l f - s t u d i e s  made by t h e  

admin i s t r a t i on  and f a c u l t y ,  and t h e  evaluat ions made by ou t s ide  

organizat ions.  During h i s  admin i s t r a t i on ,  President  Flowers i n i t i a t e d  

t h r e e  s e l f  - eva lua t ions .  The f i r s t ,  conducted i n  1947, was e n t i t l e d  & 

College Looks a t  I t s  Program; t h e  second, in  1958, was named A_ College 

Re-Examines - Its Program; and t h e  third,conducted i n  1964 and published 

under t h e  t i t l e  Emphasis Upon Excel lence,  included a  r e p o r t  o f  Dr. 

Flowers '  years  of s e r v i c e  a s  co l l ege  president .  There were a l s o  two 

eva lua t ions  or  supveys made by ou t s ide  agencies: i n  January, 1951, t h e  

American Assoc ia t ion  of Colleges f o r  Teacher Education (AACTE) began 

a s e r i e s  of s t u d i e s  of var ious  member co l leges ,and  Southwest Texas was 

I Sixteenth  B ienn ia l  Report of t h e  Texas S t a t e  Teachers C o l l e ~ e s  
Board of  Regents f o r  t he  Years Endin5 Au u s t  2, 1941, and August 31, -- 
1942 (Austinr Von Boeckmann-Jones Co., -? 1942 , p. 1 7 ;  Flowers, e t  a l .  - - - 
Emphasis Upon Excel lence ,  p, la ; Evans, " ~ s t a b l i s h m e n t  and 
Appropriat ions,  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers Co l l ege , "  p ,  1 3 ;  Austin - - 

American Statesman,  August 30, 1964, pp. 1 ,  6 ;  R e g i s t r a r ' s  Report ,  
-3; 1963-1964, i n  R e g i s t r a r ' s  Off ice  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  
College; i n t e rv i ew wi th  ~ e r o m e  C .  Cates ,  Vice-President of F i s c a l  
A f f a i r s  f o r  Southwest Texas S t a t e  College, San Marcos, Texas, 
December 1 ,  1966* 



one of t h e  f i r s t  four  t o  be evaluated. I n  February, 1959, combining 

t o  study various phases of t h e  program a t  Southwest Texas were th ree  

organizations: t h e  National Commission fo r  Accreditat ion of Teacher 

Education, t h e  Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, 

and the Texas Board of Examiners. 
2 

A_ College Looks a t  I t s  Program.--This study, made i n  1947 by the 

col lege s t a f f ,  l isted the  following goals: 

(1) To c l a r i f y ,  f o r  ourselves,  t he  objec t ives  of the  college. 
(2) To analyze  and evaluate the  procedures followed by t h e  

admin i s t r a t ive  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s t a f f s .  
(3) To d iscover  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  needs and t o  recommend means fo r  

improvement. 
(4) To se rve  a s  a  professional  stimulus t o  the  s t a f f .  

This se l f -evalua t ion  of the  col lege disclosed a g r e a t  many a s s e t s  and 

resources;  however, i t  a l s o  revealed a reas  i n  which improvement should 

be made. Many of t h e  suggestions and recommendations of t h i s  study 

were subsequently implemented, 3 

AACTE Evaluat ion in =.--The Southwest Texas S t a t e  College was 

one of four member col leges  chosen by the AACTE, the  o f f i c i a l  

accredi t ing  agency fo r  the teaching profession, t o  begin an inves t iga t ion  

which would l a t e r  be conducted i n  some twelve hundred col leges  throughout 

the  nat ion.  The purpose of the  evaluat ion was t o  s tudy each department 

of t h e  col lege and t o  determine i f  it was adequately preparing teachers 

f o r  t h e  public schools .  The following professors l e d  t h e  inves t iga t ion:  

D r .  E. J .  Ashbaugh, Dean Emeritus, School of Education, Miami University,, 

2 ~ l o w e r s ,  et &. , Enohasis U t l  Excellence, pp. i i i - i v  ; College 
Star; January 1 0 ,  1951, p.  1; February 20, 1959, p. 1. 

%allege S t a f f  , A College Looks , a t  I ts F-rogram, p p  i i i - i n .  



Oxford, Ohio; Dr. E. S ,  Evenden, Professor Emeritus, Teachers College, 

Columbia Univers i ty ,  New York; Dr. Charles W. Hunt, Pres ident ,  S t a t e  

Teachers College, Oneonta, New ~ o r k ; '  and Dr. W. W. Wright, Dean, School 

of Education, Indiana Universi ty,  Bloornington, Indiana. Nineteen o ther  

educators  a s s i s t e d  i n  the  three-day inves t iga t ion  i n  January. The 

group lauded the  s p i r i t  of unanimity between the  s tudents  and the  

f a c u l t y ,  t he  c o r d i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  col lege  and t h e  c i t y ,  and 

t h e  serv ices  by t h e  co l l ege  personnel; they a l s o  commended t h e  

curriculum, t h e  l abora to ry  experiences, and f a c u l t y  preparation. There 

were, however, s eve ra l  recommendations fo r  improvement which t h e  

evaluat ion team suggested. The f a c u l t y  should have sabbat ica l  leaves 

t o  spend i n  one of t h e  following ways: academic study, wr i t ing ,  research,  

o r  t r a v e l .  The f a c u l t y  load of a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  hours of classroom 

teaching was immoderate, e spec ia l ly  s ince  there  were such o ther  time- 

consuming r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  committee assignments and counseling. 

This inordina te  load was p a r t i c u l a r l y  burdensome on f a c u l t y  members 

assigned t o  graduate teaching,  The team a l s o  suggested t h a t  t h e  general 

education requirements might be increased t o  a s  much a s  f o r t y  percent, 

o r  about for ty- f ive  t o  f i f t y  semester hours,of t h e  t o t a l  academic 

program. These requirements should embrace a r a the r  broad f i e l d  t o  

include t h e  a r t s ,  music, speech, and a well-rounded general  program 

D E S Evenden supervised Dr. Flowers' d i s s e r t a t i o n  a t  Columbia; 
Dr. Hunt served as executive s e c r e t a r y  of the  AACTE and was c lose ly  
associa ted  wi th  President  Flowers during h i s  years of a c t i v i t y  i n  the  
organizat ion.  D r ,  Flowers s t a t e d  t h a t  both of these men had a profound 
influence on h i s  philosophy of education and t h a t  they were two of the  
most i n f l u e n t i a l  persons i n  h i s  l i f e .  Flowers m, June 10,  1964, 
pp. 1-4. 



for  those en te r ing  t h e  f i e l d  of teaching. The evaluat ion committee 

recommended f u r t h e r  t h a t  the policy of supplying textbooks through 

the  textbook fund be el iminated,  t h a t  s tudents  should purchase t h e i r  

own books and thus  begin t h e i r  own l i b r a r i e s .  They recommended 

increased use  of t h e  l i b r a r y  and suggested tha t  , f acu l ty  members request 

the  l i b r a r i a n  t o  order  more books.5 Many of t h e r e  suggestions were 

l a t e r  implemented. 

A College Re-Examines I t s  Program. --This s e l f  -study in 1958 was - 
"A Sequel t o  a Self-Examination Made i n  1948 k9471. I' The reasons 

f o r  t h i s  evalua t ion  a r e  given below: 

Growth i n  s tudent  body, f acu l ty ,  and physical p l an t ;  new 
developments i n  educat ional  philosophies and procedures; and 
changing demardsupon the  i n s t i t u t i o n  by the  people i t  serves 
necess i t a t e  changes i n  objec t ives ,  revis ion  of cu r r i cu la ,  
refinement of methods, and broader concepts and longer range 
i n  planning. 6 

I n  January, 1957 , President  Flowers appointed Dean Nolle and Librarian 

Ernest Jackson chairmen of a committee of nine members t o  re-examine 

the  o v e r a l l  program of the col lege.  The committee was stimulated t o  

make t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  when i t  became aware of the  evaluat ion of the 

col lege by t h r e e  ou t s ide  agencies, and the r e s u l t s  of i t s  study were 

published under t h e  t i t l e  A College Re-Examines Its Program. 

Outside Evaluat ion i n  1959.--In l a t e  February, 1959, th ree  outs ide  

agencies , inc luding t h e  National Commission for  Accreditat ion of 

Teacher Education, the  Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary 

'College S t a r ,  January 10, 1951, p. 1; January 17 ,  19-51, p. 1 ;  
February 7 ,  1951, pp. 1 ,  4. 

6 ~ o l l e g e  S t a f f  , A College Re-Examines I-& Program, P. 1. 



Schools, and t h e  Texas B a r d  of Examiners, made a j o i n t  evaluat ion of 

the  col lege.  Thei rs  was an unprecedented e f f o r t ,  f o r  these  t h r e e  

associa t ions  had never previously conducted a jo in t  study. President  

Flowers s t a t e d  t h a t  i t s  purpose was " to  discover i n s t i t u t i o n a l  needs 

and recommend means of improvement." The evaluating teams fo recas t  

a  g rea t  e ra  of growth fop the  col lege ,  The educators were generous 

i n  t h e i r  p ra i se  of v i r t u a l l y  a l l  programs a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  

College, S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  they lauded t h e  student teaching program; 

the  general  educat ion program which was "very e f fec t ive ly t t  blended 

wi th  the teacher educat ion program; t h e  "well prepared and capable" 

f a c u l t y ;  t h e  phys ica l  p l a n t ;  t he  concern of f acu l ty  and administrat ion 

f o r  s tudent  wel fare ;  t h e  s tudent  guidance programt'sthe "absence of a 

separa te  s e t  of s tandards  f o r  a t h l e t e s ; "  and, notably,  t he  

adminis t ra t ive  l eade r sh ip  of both President Flowers and Dean Nolle. 

The only phase of the  col lege  program which the  evaluators  suggested 

should be f u r t h e r  developed was t h e  graduate program. Dean E. B. 

Robert of t h e  College of Education of Louisiana S t a t e  Universi ty,  

representing the  National Council f o r  Accreditat ion of Teacher 

Education, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  graduate program would "be your biggest 

problem i n  the  next  twenty years  o 11 7 

Emphasis Upon Excellence.--Near t h e  end of 1963, the  s t a f f  and 

adminis t ra tors  of t h e  col lege  undertook a t h i r d  self-evaluat ion.  This 

s tudy was prompted by t h e  conclusion of threescore years  of h i s t o r y  by 

Southwest Texas S t a t e  College, over one-third (twenty-two years)  of 

"col lege Star, February 20, 1959. p. 1; Maroh 6 ,  1959, P a  10 



which had embraced t h e  adminis t ra t ion of r e t i r i n g  Pres ident  John G. 

Flowersu The u s u a l  goa l s  of apprais ing resources and weaknesses and 

ascer ta in ing  f u t u r e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  motivated the  survey. The study was 

published i n  1964 under the t i t l e  Emphasis Upon Excellence ,and the 

book i s  considered t o  be the  s p e c i a l  c rea t ion  of Dr. Flowers. He 

authored th ree  c h a p t e r s ,  the  l a s t  of which, according t o  D r .  Leland 

Derrick,  Graduate Dean, was a personal  r epo r t  on "his  stewardship 

8 
during h i s  term of o f f i c e , ' '  The book a l so  embodied seven other  chapters 

wr i t t en  by members of the  adminis t ra t ive  and i n s t ruc t i ona l  s t a f f s  of the  

co l l ege ,  some of which provide an exce l l en t  h i s to ry  of t h e  col lege ,  

The Facul ty  

Dr. Flower~s stated t h a t  h i s  most important s ing le  r o l e  a s  

pres ident  was  t o  r e c r u i t  capable and e f f i c i e n t  facul ty  inembeys whose 

f i r s t  ob l iga t ion  was as follows: 

To c ~ e a t e  an atmosphere i n  your classroom t h a t  i s  conducive t o  
good teaching and where the  l ea rn ing  process can take  place ; and 
everything e l s e  i s  of secondary importance t o  tha t ,  because it is 
i n  the  classroom, and what t ake s  place i n  the  classroom, tha t  is  
important on t h e  campus , , . . A s  I u v e  seen my r o l e  over a l l  
these  yea r s ,  i t  was t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h a t  one thing above everything 
e l s e , 9  

Theye were only s ixty-one f acu l t y  members when President Flowers came 

t o  Southwest Texas i n  1942, but by t h e  f a l l  of 196J9 t he r e  were one 

hundred seventy-two f a c u l t y  members and s ix teen  graduate i n s t ruc to r s .  

8 ~ l o w e r s ,  et a. , Emphasis Upon Excellence, pp. i i i - i v .  

in bid., - p. 121; Flowers March 24, 1964, p. 11. 
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I n  1942, approximately one-third (twenty-one of t h e  sixty-one) held 

10  
doc to ra t e s ;  by 1947, t h e  number of D3ctor1s Degrees had increased 

t o  t h i r t y - f i v e  percent ,  and an add i t iona l  twenty-three percent  of t h e  

f a c u l t y  had s i x t y  hours of graduate work beyond t h e  bachelor ' s  degree. 

A t  t h a t  t ime, i n  a survey of t h e  one hundred e igh ty  teachers  co l leges  

and u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  the  f acu l ty  ranked i n  t h e  upper 

f i f t e e n  percent i n  academic preparat ion.  I n  1956, t he  number of 

doc to ra l  degrees held by t h e  f a c u l t y  w a s  almost for ty-nine percent ;  

t h i s  number had dec l ined  t o  th i r ty- four  percent by 1963, however, a3 a 

r e s u l t  of t h e  rap id  growth of Southwest Texas and t h e  need f o r  

a d d i t i o n a l  professors .  The l imi t ed  s a l a r i e s  which t h e  s t a t e  provided 

=re a l s o  a major f a c t o r  i n  t h e  school ' s  i n a b i l i t y  to  secure more 

f a c u l t y  wi th  doctor  ' 8  degrees.'' Nonetheless, President  Flowers 

secured exce l len t  and experienced f a c u l t y  members t o  s t a f f  t h e  

co l lege .  

The f a c u l t y  has  manifested outstanding leadersh ip  i n  various 

profess ional  organiza t ions  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  i n  the  region,  and i n  the  

na t ion .  The 1963 Pedagog f o r  example, c i t e d  s i x  professors  f o r  

outstanding honors i n  t h e  1962-1963 school year: Dr, Thomas L. 

Brasher,  English professor  who edi ted The Early Writings of Whitman, 

one volume i n  a s e r i e s  of Whitman's complete works published by the  

10~us t in -~mer ican  Statesman, August 30, 1964, Sec. A ,  p. 1 ;  
C. E.  Evans, Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers Colle e ,  A Report t o  the  
Board of Regents, Nacogdoches, T ~ M s ,  A u g u s t d  1942, p. 3. 

l l co l l age  S ta f f  , A College Looks a t  I t s  Pro ram, pp. 14-15; + Flowers, e t  a l . ,  Emphasis Upon Excellence, p. 1 1 
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New York Universi ty Press ;  D F .  Emmie Craddock, p ro fes so r  of h i s t o r y  

who received t h e  Minnie Stevens Piper ~ r o f e s s a ~ l ~  award of one thousand 

d o l l a r s  ($1,000); Dan Farlow, government i n s t r u c t o r ,  who was one  of t h e  

two professors  i n  Texas t o  r ece ive  t h e  Danforth Foundation Teachers  ' 
Study Grant;  Milton Jowers, head f o o t b a l l  coach and a t h l e t i c  d i r e c t o r ,  

who was named t o  t h e  National Associat ion of I n t e r - C o l l e g i a t e  A t h l e t i c s t  

Basketbal l  Ha l l  of Fame f o r  twenty-eight years  of o u t s t a n d i n g  coaching  

with two hundred e igh ty - f ive  (285) baske tba l l  wins and one  hundred f i v e  

(105) l o s s e s ;  DF .  William C ,  Pool,  h i s t o r y  professor ,  co-author  w i t h  

t h e  l a t e  D r .  Claude ~ l l i o t t ' ~  of t he  h i s t o r y  t e x t ,  Texas : Wilderness  

t o  Space Age, who was honored by having h i s  book recommended by t h e  - 
S t a t e  Textbook Committee f o r  u se  i n  t h e  publ ic  schools ;  and  Dr. Jenny 

Lind Por t e r ,  a s s i s t a n t  professor of Engl i sh ,  who was s e l e c t e d  Poet  

k u r e a t e  of Texas. 16 

 his i s  the  f i r s t  complete e d i t i o n  of Whitman's works s i n c e  1902 
when they were published by h i s  l i t e ~ a r y  executors .  T h i s  new series 
w i l l  be a d e f i n i t i v e  work; i n t e rv iew wi th  Dr. Thomas L. B r a s h e r ,  San 
Marcos, Texas, Apr i l  24, 1967. 

l 3 ~ r .  Craddock was e l e c t e d  p res iden t  of t h e  Texas A s s o c i a t i o n  of 
College Teachers March 14, 1964, t h e  second woman t o  l e a d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
s ince  i t s  inception i n  1948; Marcos Record, March 19, 1964,  p. 1. 

1 4 ~ h e  Minnie Stevens Piper Fourdat ion .  i nco rpora t ed  i n  1950  i n  t h e  
S t a t e  of Texas, was o r g a n i z 4  " t o  suppor t  c h a r i t a b l e ,  l i t e r a r y ,  s c i e n t i f i c  
o r  educational under tak ings ,  one of t h e  main purposes be ing  t o  p rov ide  
loans  f o r  worthy s tuden t s  t o  a t t e n d  c o l l e g e .  Named f o r  Minnie S t e v e n s  
Piper and her husband, Randall  Gordon P i p e r ,  p r i n c i p a l  d o n o r s ,  t h e  P i p e r  
Professor Awards fo r  Su e r i o r  Teaching, granted  t o  t e n  o u t s t a n d i n g  
teachers  i n  co l leges  a$ u n i v e r s i t i e s  each yea r ,  a r e  u n r e s t r i c t e d  awards 
of one thousand d o l l a r s  each. The P ipe r  Professors  are nominated by  t h e  
adminis t ra tors ,  f a c u l t y ,  and s tuden t s  of  t h e  c o l l e g e s  from which t h e y  
a r e  se lec ted;  The Minnie Stevens Piper  Foundation, B i e n n i a l  R e  o r t ,  
January 1, lJ&, to December z, 1965  an Antonio, Texas,  1 9 6 5  
pp. 6 ,  27. 

E l l i o t t  served a s  Dean of t h e  Graduate School  u n t i l  h i s  
d e a t h  i n  1958. 

16The - Pedagog, 1962, pp. 109, 241. 
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A Pioneer Counseling Program 

An outs tanding  program developed a t  the co l lege  with Dr. Flowers' 

f u l l  support  was t h e  counseling program under t h e  d i r ec t i on  of Dr. 

William Frank Brown. Dr. Brown, who came t o  Southwest Texas S t a t e  

Col lege a s  A3sociate Professor i n  Education i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1958, "found 

t h a t  t h e  t e s t i n g  program was e x c e l l e n t ,  but t h e  guidance program was 

d e f i n i t e l y  lack ing .  " A s  funds were not a v a i l a b l e  f o r  professional 

counse lors ,  Dr. Brown began t o  t r a i n  s tudent  counselors  to a s s i s t  i n  

guiding freshmen s o  t h a t  they  might make a b e t t e r  adjustment t o  c o l l e p  

l i f e .  The program was implemented i n  t h e  spr ing  of 1959, and one 

hundred twelve freshmen were chosen f o r  the  experiment. They were 

given t h e  s t anda rd i  z e d t e s t ,  "Survey of Study Habi ts  and Att i tudes,  " 

which Dr. Brown and Dr. Wayne H. Holtzman of t h e  Universi ty  of Texas 

had designed i n  1953. Half of t h e  s tuden t s  were counseled by student 

counselors  and r e s u l t s  of freshmen t e s t s  on academic ap t i tude  were 

d i s cus sed ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a t t i t u d e s ,  achievement, and adjustment t o  college. 

The other  s tuden t s  were no t  counseled. Further  tests and surveys of 

grades ind ica ted  conclusive d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t he  counseled and non- 

counseled group o f  freshmen. Again i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1959, some freshmen 

were counseled, and o t h e r s  were no t ;  a November follow-up t e s t  denoted 

t h a t  t h e  counseled freshmen had an average ga in  of twenty-four p i n t s  

over t h e  non-counseled group. Dr, Brown s t a t e d  t h a t  although most 

p ro fe s s iona l  counselors  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a person must have a t  l e a s t  a 

mas t e r ' s  degree i n  counseling t o  do a meaningful job, "we have 

demonstrated here  t h a t  f i r s t - l e v e l  r o u t i n e  test  i n t e rp re t a t i on  



counseling can be e f f i c i e n t l y  done by students. "17 

I n  the  f a l l  of 1960, a g ran t  from the Hogg Foundation f o r  Mental 

Health made possible another s tudy i n  l i n e  with D r .  Brown's unique 

student counseling program. The student counselors were selected on 

the  bas is  of scho las t i c  a b i l i t y ,  peer acceptance, academic h i s t o r y ,  

study, o r i en ta t ion ,  leadership  experience, and conversational 

e f fec t iveness .  They received f o r t y  hours of t raining;  approximately 

t h i r t y  hours of thorough t r a in ing  weE given i n  the  spring, and t e n  

hours of review- given i n  the  f a l l .  The instruct ional  program f o r  

t h e  student counselors included l ec tu res ,  discussion periods, p r a c t i c e  

exerc ises ,  and demonstrations. These student counselors were supervised 

and supported by t h i r t y - t h r  e e  f a c u l t y  advisors and three profess ional  

counselors. I n  1960, two groups of two hundred sixteen freshmen 

students  were chosen, equal ly divided between men and women, The non- 

counseled, or cont ro l ,  group was ca re fu l ly  matched with the counseled, 

or  experimental, group a s  t o  sex,  s i z e  of high school attended, h igh  

school rank, scho las t i c  a b i l i t y ,  and study orientat ion.  The unique 

component of the program was the "systematic adjustment counseling by 

upperclassmen, sa id  h o f  essor Brown, which enabled the beginning 

students  t o  make b e t t e r  adjustment t o  college routine than those who 

were not counseled. The following c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were used i n  the 

student-counseling program: 

(1) u t i l i z a t i o n  of the ~ e e r  approach i n  t h a t  the counseling i s  
accomplished by ca re fu l ly  s e l e c t e d ,  t r a ined ,  and supervised 
upper classmen; (2 )  u t i l i z a t i o n  of the group approach i n  t h a t  

1 7 ~ o l l e ~ e  S t a r ,  November 15, 1958, p. 4;  December 11, 1959, p. 2 ;  
interview with D r .  William F. Brown, San Marcos, Texas, July 7 ,  1966. 



t h e  counseling i s  done i n  smal l  d iscuss ion  groups; ( 3 )  u t i l i z a t i o n  
of t h e  motivat ion approach i n  t h a t  each freshman's s tudy behavior 
and academic values a r e  sys t ema t i ca l ly  surveyed; and (4)  
u t i l i z a t i o n  of t he  prevention approach i n  t h a t  emphasis i s  given 
t o  i d e n t i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  academic problems and planning 
appropr i a t e  co r rec t ive  ac t ions  . l 8  

D r .  Brown emphasized fu r the r  t h a t  t h e  uniqueness of h i s  counseling 

program was i n  t h e  combination of t hese  fou r  f a c t o r s .  The program 

consis ted of t h r e e  successive meetings of two hours each. The f i r s t  

meeting, conducted i n  t h e  freshman res idence  h a l l s ,  was a "surv iva l  

o r i e n t a t i o n  meeting;'l t h e  second ga ther ing  was a t  t h e  Test ing and 

Guidance Center where t e s t s  were i n t e r p r e t e d  and discussed by the  

s tudent  counselors  and t h e i r  counselees;  t h e  t h i r d  sess ion ,  again held 

i n  t h e  do rmi to r i e s ,  cons is ted  of guidance i n  s tudy s k i l l s .  Both groups 

of two hundred s i x t e e n  s tuden t s  were t e s t e d  i n  September and again i n  

December. The counseled group of freshmen men gained an average of 

31.3 poin ts  on one t e s t ,  whereas' t he  uncounseled men l o s t  an average 

of 3.2 poin ts  during t h e  same period. A gain  of 28.2 poin ts  was 

made by t h e  freshmen women who were counseled, but t h e i r  uncounseled 

col leagues l o s t  a n  average of 2.5 poin ts .  The t e s t s  revealed a l s o  

t h a t  t he  experimental group of men earned an  average of .4 l e t t e r  

grades higher and 6 .4  q u a l i t y  po in t s  h igher  f o r  t h e  semester than 

d id  t h e  men who were n o t  counseled. The counseled women ra ted  even 

b e t t e r ,  with a n  average of .6 l e t t e r  grade and 10 .3  q u a l i t y  poin ts  

higher than t h e  c o n t r o l  o r  uncounseled group of freshmen women. The 

'$illiam F.  o n ,  "Student-to-Student Counseling f o r  Academic 
Adjustment , If The Personnel  Guidance Journa l ,  Vol. XLIII ( ~ p r i l ,  
1965),  pp. 811-817; in te rv iew wi th  Dr. William Brown, San Marcos, 
Texas, Ju ly  7 ,  1966. 



success of t he  s tudent  counselor was due i n  par t  t o  the f ac t  t h a t  t he  

freshmen were aware t h a t  t h e  counselor "speaks the  same language and 

shares  the  same problems. ,119 

President  Flowers had g r e a t  pra ise  for  Dr. Brown and h i s  counseling 

program which, by 1964, was being s tudied by seven other colleges. 20 

The i n t e r e s t  i n  the  program manifested by educators in  numerous s t a t e s  

brought nation-wide recogni t ion  t o  Dr. Brown a s  well as to the  college. 

By Ju ly ,  1966, there  were eighteen col leges i n  and out of the  s t a t e  

which were using Dr. Brown ' s  student-to-student counseling program. A t  

l e a s t  f i f t y  other  co l l eges  had obtained h i s  material  and were u t i l i z i n g  

it i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways. 2 1  

The Danf or t h  Foundat ion Grant 

During h i s  twenty-two years  of adminis t ra t ion ,  President Flowers 

was instrumental  i n  obta in ing  f o r  t h e  college over a million d o l l a r s  i n  

t h e  form of g ran t s ,  g i f t s ,  and bequests.  This money was, of course, i n  

add i t ion  t o  t h e  s t a t e  appropr ia t ions  and student fees  for upkeep, 

improvement, and maintenance of t h e  co l lege .  These funds were procured 

from foundations, u n i v e r s i t i e s  , corporat ions , individuals,  and s t a t e  

19william F. Brown, "Student-to-Student Counseling for Academic 
Ad justmenb, " The Personnel Guidance Journal ,  Vol. X L I I I  ( ~ p r i l ,  
1965),  pp. 811-817; in te rv iew w i t h  DP. William Brown, San Marcos, 
Texas, Ju ly  7 ,  1966. 

2 0 ~ l o n e r s  T~JE,  March 24, 1964, p. 12;  interview with Dr. William 
Brown, San Marcos, Texas. July 7 ,  1966; the  seven colleges were Texas 
L u t h e ~ a n ,  Seguin ; Huston T i l l o t s o n  Negro College, Austin; Stephen F. 
Austin, Nacogdoches; Arl ington S t a t e ,  Arlington; West Texas S t a t e ,  
Canyon; and Abilene Chr i s t i an ,  Abilene; a l l  of Texas* 

' l ~ n t e r v i e w  with Dr. CJilliam F. Brown, San Marcos, Texas, July 7, 
1966. 
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and f e d e r a l  governments. Prominent among the foundations were g r a n t s  

from t h e  Hogg Foundation and the  Danforth Foundation, both of which Dr. 

Flowers pra i sed  very h igh ly .  The f i f t e e n  thousand dol lar  ($15,000) 

g r a n t  from t h e  Danforth Foundation i n  t h e  spr ing of 1956 i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

noteworthy. This Foundation was formed by the  l a t e  W. H. Danforth, 

founder of t h e  Purina Corporat ion,  a s t ock  feeds and rat ions company 

of S t .  Louis ,  Missouri. Pres ident  Flowers,  having known the 

ph i l an th rop i s t  persona l ly ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  Danf o r t h  was qui te  in te res ted  

i n  t h e  program of t h e  teacher  c o l l e g e s ,  bel ieving tha t  "they came 

nearer  represen t ing  t h e  g ra s s  r o o t s  of American cu l tu re  than any o the r  

kind of i n s t i t u t i o n .  " Southwest Texas was one of t h i r t y  teachers 

co l l eges  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  asked i n  e a r l y  19% t o  present t o  t he  

t r u s t e e s  of t h e  Danf o r t h  Foundation " ideas  f o r  p ro jec t s  which might 

develop b e t t e r  c i t i z e n s  f o r  t h e  coun t ry , "  and it was among nine o the r  

co l l eges  t o  rece ive  g r a n t s  of f i f t e e n  thousand d o l l a r s  ($15,000) t o  be 

used t o  implement c i v i c ,  s o c i a l ,  and s p i r i t u a l  values  a t  the co l leges .  

The gran t  t o  Southwest Texas, t o  be  u t i l i z e d  over a three-year per iod,  

covered f i v e  approved p ro j ec t s :  Great  I ssues  Lectures and Seminars, 

Student  Problems i n  Family Living,  Improvement of t h e  ~uman i t i e s  

Program, Improvement of Dormitory Living,  and ~ e v e l o p n e n t  of s tudent  

Dr. PLalph Houston of t h e  Ehglish ~epa r tmen t  was chairman 

of t h e  Great I ssues  Lectures ; Dr. E l ton  Abernathy, chairman of t he  

speech department,  planned and conducted t h e  seminars held i n  

2 2 ~ l o u e r a  m, March 24, 1964, pp. 6 - 7 ,  9 ,  10 ;  @&g2 m, 
J u l y  19, p. 1 ;  J u l y  17 ,  1959, p. 1 ;  The Pedagog;, m, P* 9 ;  
Flowers, e t  a l . ,  Emphasis U r n  Exce l l ence ,  pp. 134-135. 



conjunction with t h e  l e c t u r e s .  The speakers f o r  t he  Great Issues 

Lectures f o r  t he  1956-1957 school  year  were Dr , 'vJ. Norwood Brigance, 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Mr. Norman Cousins, and Dr. Henry S. Commager; 

speakers f o r  the  1957-1958 terms were Dr. Ekerett  R. Clinchy, Professor 

John C ia rd i ,  Mr. Robert Florsheim, Professor Roger J .  Williams, and 

Mr. Willey Ley; for  t h e  1958-1959 semesters,  t h e  speakers included 

Dr. David R.  Mace, Professor  Walter S ta rk ie ,  Professor R. H. Montgomery, 

and Dr. R .  G .  Gustavson. Dr. Houston s t a t ed  t h a t  although the college 

had endeavored t o  br ing such renowned persons t o  the  campus i n  the past,  

they were "never ab le  t o  br ing so  many i n  so shor t  a period of time. ,123 

Perhaps the  bes t  known person t o  appear i n  the  Great Issues 

Program was Eleanor Roosevelt ,  who was ' ' f i r s t  lady of the land" for 

t h i r t e e n  years .  By 1957, she had been designated " f i r s t  lady of the 

world,"  "the most admired woman l i v i n g  today i n  any part  of the world," 

and "the most popular l i v i n g  American of e i the r  sex. " A great deal of 

her fame came a f t e r  t he  dea th  of her  husband, President Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt. She served as the  United S t a t e s  delegate t o  the General 

Assembly of the United Nations i n  1945, and was e lec ted  chairman of the 

Commission on Human Rights  of t h e  United Nations Economic and Social 

Council (UNESCO) i n  A p r i l ,  1946. The ed i to r  of t h e  1957 Peda~og said,  

"One of the  most d is t inguished  persons ever t o  v i s i t  the SWT campus, Mrs. 

Frankl in  D.  Roosevelt spoke on sWorld Concepts of ~ommunism' i n  February 

before a capaci ty crowd i n  Evans Auditorium. " Mrs. Roosevelt emphasized 

education i n  her speesh, dec la r ing ,  "The t h r e a t  t o  our educational system 

z ;j 
College S t a r ,  November 22, 1956, p. 1. 
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is  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  democracy of our time. 'I She pointed out 

t h a t  t h e  most e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c h a l l e n g e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of education came 

from t h e  Communist l e a d e r s  of t h e  S o v i e t  Union who educated Russian 

youth  t o  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  c a p a c i t y .  The United S t a t e s ,  on the  other hand, 

pe rmi t t ed  "many t a l e n t e d  young people  t o  miss o u t  on an  education 

a l t o g e t h e r . "  The seven ty- th ree  year  o l d  world t r a v e l e r  accentuated 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  democrat ic  e d u c a t i o n  is t h e  g r e a t e s t  enemy of ideological  

Communism. 

I n  t h e  course  of he r  t a l k  s h e  warned t h a t  a l though Japan had been 

g i v e n  a c o  n s t i t  u t i o n, t h e y  d i d  n o t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have a democracy. 

She s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Communistic i d e a s  of e q u a l i t y  f o r  a l l  men and t h e  

s h a r i n g  of t h e i r  food wi th  t h e  s t a r v i n g  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  appealing t o  

I n d i a .  She s t r e s s e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of commercial exchange and t r a d e  

between t h e  United S t a t e s  and Communist c o u n t r i e s ,  and she concluded 

t h a t  a s t r o n g e r  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  people  and i n  t h e  democratic concept i s  

o u r  g r e a t e s t  hope. "You d o n ' t  p u t  a s t o p  t o  Communism by a s ing le  a c t .  

You l e a r n  t o  l i v e  w i t h  i t ,  i f  you want t o  keep c i v i l i z a t i o n  together .  " 
Following her  one hour and a h a l f  l e c t u r e ?  Eleanor  Roosevelt answered 

q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  audience.  The immediate response t o  the  questions 

r e v e a l e d  t h e  depth and b r e a d t h  of h e r  knowledge. Pres ident  Flowers 

r e f e r r e d  t o  her v i s i t  a s  one of t h e  ou t s tand ing  e v e n t s  of h i s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  24 

Miss Marjor ie  S t e w a r t ,  A s s o c i a t e  D3an of S t u d e n t s  and Director  of 

Women's H m s i n g ,  was chairman of t h e  Committee on Improvements of 

2 4 ~ o l l e p e  m, February 1 4 ,  1957, p. 1 ;  February 28, 1957, p.4; 
The Pedagog, m, p. 1 1 ;  Flowers Tape9 March 24,  1964, pa l o 0  - 



Dormitory Living which i n c l u d e d  " t h e  improvement of  t h e  counseling 

s e r v i c e ,  t h e  improvement of  p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and t h e  improvement 

o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  d o r m i t o r i e s . "  The ways i n  which those 

g o a l s  were accomplished were t h e s e :  t h e  committee conducted a  na t ion-  

wide su rvey  of  counse l ing  p r a c t i c e s  i n  d o r m i t o r i e s  of o ther  colleges;  

t h e  t r a i n i n g  program f o r  s t u d e n t  counse lo r s  was eva lua ted  and improved; 

a l l  of t h e  dormitory  head r e s i d e n t s  took a  g r a d u a t e  course i n  counseling 

t echn iques ;  manuals were p repared  f o r  t h e  head r e s i d e n t s ;  a  handbook was 

developed f o r  s t u d e n t  c o u n s e l o r s ;  and a  pe r sonne l  f o l d e r  was arranged 

f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  d o r m i t o r i e s .  

The Committee on Developing S tuden t  Leaders a c t u a l l y  broadened 

i t s  s t u d y  t o  inc lude  t h e  whole a r e a  of e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s .  A 

complete  su rvey  of e v e r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  on t h e  campus was made; t h i s  

s t u d y  inc luded  purposes,  g o a l s ,  accomplishments, and f u t u r e  plans. As 

a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  some o r g a n i z a t i o n s  made s p e c i f i c  changes and 

some groups were even d i s p e r s e d  because  t h e y  d i d  n o t  meet acceptable 

s t a n d a r d s .  The S tuden t -Facu l ty  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Board was organized t o  

s e r v e  a s  a  channel  of  communication among s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  and 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ;  a  s t u d y  was made of  t h e  number of  s t u d e n t s  who 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  two success ive  years,  

and a  ca rd  was developed f o r  each  r e g u l a r  s t u d e n t  t o  record h i s  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  e x t r a  f u n c t i o n s .  The s t u d e n t  s e n a t e  conducted 

s e v e r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  r e t r e a t s  and seminars ;  t h e  s e n a t e  i t s e l f  was 

i n c r e a s e d  from n i n e t e e n  t o  t h i r t y - t h r e e  members t o  a l l o w  fo r  the  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of more s t u d e n t s ;  and  t h e  s e n a t e  developed a  "point 

system" t o  a l low more s t u d e n t s  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  l e a d e r s h i p  on t h e  
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campus and t o  p roh ib i t  a few s tudents  from being i n  too many leadership 

pos i t i ons ,  Also a co l lege  calendar was published and kept up-to-date 

by t h e  s tudents .  This survey and t h e  emendations t h a t  followed 

increased  t h e  number of s tuden t s  co l labora t ing  i n  the  various extra- 

c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s o  25 

The Committee on t h e  Improvement of the Humanities Program was 

headed by Professor I r a  Renay Bowles of t h e  Erusic department, Charles 

3 ,  Suckle, a s s i s t a n t  professor  of a r t s ,  and James G o  Barton, associate 

professor  of speech. P r io r  t o  t h e  Danforth Foundation grant i n  1956, 

a survey had r e v e a l d  a weakness i n  t h e  emphasis of the humanities i n  

t h e  genera l  education program of t h e  co l lege ,  and s t eps  had been taken 

t o  co r rec t  t h i s  def ic iency;  however, t h e  Danforth grant  strengthened 

and improved t h e  humanities program by providing a higher qual i ty  of 

ex t r a -cu r r i cu la r  a c t i v i t i e q  including t h e  Fine Arts Fes t iva l ,  v i s i t ing  

l e c t u r e r s ,  emphasis upon t h e  modern dance, and t h e  L i t t l e  Theatre 

product ions,  & greatep degree of cooperation gtong the N d c ,  OM, a$ Spwch 

newkments, an1 :in? T ~ ~ ~ %  Ilmisbn of gez l th  and ',IJ.~ >pa% $d  cation Departments, 

was e f f ec t ed ;  be t t e r  and more e f f i c i e n t  v i s u a l  a i d s  were obtained for  

teachirig t h e  humanities; a g rea t e r  degree  of s tudent  part ic ipat ion i n  

t h e  f i e l d  of t h e  humanities was procured. The splendid ~ e s u l t s  were 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  evident i n  t h e  i n a u g u ~ a t i o n  of an annual Fine Arts Fest ival ,  

whioh emphasis& a l l  phases of t h e  arts i n  an eight-day convocation. 

The Committee on t h e  Improvement of Family Living $as led by Dr. 

A .  A .  Grusendorf , head of t h e  Sociology departmento In 1956, a b u t  

2 5 ~ o l l e ~ e  S t a r ,  July 17, 1959, p. 1; Ju ly  24, 1959. p. 1; July 31, 
1959,  P O  20 
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twenty percent  of t h e  Southwest Texas S t a t e  College students were 

marr ied,  and the  t rend was toward e a r l i e r  marrisges. This committee 

sponsored programs i n  marriage counseling, lec tures  by outstanding 

authori3jlks on marriage and t h e  family. and spec i f ic  training s e s s i o n s  - 
i n  grbip' a i d  i n d i v i  t h  facul ty  members and s t u d e n t s  

'C1, . 
who worked .in t h i s  e r e  $is an jqreased i n t e r e s t  - .  - \ I .  ,. 
i n  t h e '  couxses o family and marriage whi&' were offered i n  t h e  

" '  / - .  

c u ~ r i c u l u m ,  and magazipeq ,??, thise topics were placed i n  
I .  

@:dormitories f p r  ea s i e r  accdss ib i$ i ty ,  
I 

A l l  in a l l ,  t he  t o t a l  three-year progkant i n  t he  f ive  separate  
I .  

areas 'of co l lege  l i f e  made poss ib le  by t h e  f i f t een  thousand d o l l a r  

i(,$~5, Q8Q 3 Danfor t h  Foundation grant  was most successfulo Approximately 

tw$ hul?8rled Pif&y, students and f i f t y  f a c u l t y  members participated in 

aome manner during t h e  fhree-par period a t  campus snfichment provided 

by t h e  Danforth g i f t ,  President  Flowers said* "or the stud%nts and 

members of t h e  f a c u l t y  who pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n  planning and p&&sntiW the 

l e c t u r e s  and t h e  seminars, t h e r e  has been a growth i n  expdllisnae whhh 

w i l l  remain as an a s s e t  i n  developing s imi l a r  educational p h s ,  " 26 

Lyndon Baines Johnson 

I n  one sense, t he  f a o t  t h a t  a graduate of Southweet Texas State 

Col lege  became the  t h i r t y - s i x t h  R e s i d e n t  of the United 3totet l  wag a 

a l imax t o  t he  administrat ion of Pres ident  John 0 ,  FLowerel Ths t rag ia  

a l ay ing  of President  John Fi t zge ra ld  Kennedy on November 22r L96j1 

2 6 ~ o l l e  e Star, July 17. 1959, p. 1 ;  Aqguat 79 1959. P b  2 ;  * u ~ a t  
14, 1959 3 PO o 



i n  Da l l a s ,  Texas, placed Liyndon Baines Johnson, a 1930 graduate of 

Southwest Texas, i n  t h e  White House. I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  t h i r t y - s i q h  

p re s iden t  of t h e  na t ion  was sworn i n t o  o f f i c e  on t h e  s o i l  of h i s  

n a t i v e  s t a t e .  A t  2:38 porno, aboard t h e  p re s iden t i a l  plane i n  Dallas,  

with h i s  hand on t h e  Bible ,  Lyndon B. Jahnson took the  oath which 

e l eva t ed  him t o  t h e  h ighes t  o f f i c e  of t h e  land. Tkie ascension of 

Johnson t o  t h e  gpasidency focused t h e  eyes of t he  nation upon Southwe$+ 

Texas College which joined t h e  ranks of t h e  f i f t e e n  colleges which can 

boas t  ~f having had one o$ their graduates  become p p s i d e n t  of the  Unite3 

S t a t e s .  27 

Young Lyndon, aged e igh teen ,  en ro l l ed  a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  

Teachers College as a freshman on March 20, 1927, a f t e r  having spent 

s ix  weeks ( ~ r o m  February 8 t o  March 1 9 )  i n  t he  sub-college t o  prove a 

po r t i on  of h i s  high school  work, He worked s t e a d i l y  toward h i s  degree, 

summer and winter , u n w  gradua t ion  on August 19,  1930, when he received 

a Bachelor of Science Degree and a permanent secondary teaching 

c e ~ t i f  i c a t e .  While s t i l l  an undergraduate,  he t augh t  i n  Cotulla daring 

t h e  1928-1929 school year i n  order t o  have funds t o  continue h i s  college 

educa t ion ;  he was a t  t h a t  time e n r o l l e d  i n  t he  extension divis ion of 

t h e  col lege.  Mr, JohnsonDs academic r e c o ~ d  r e f l e c t e d  a "B" average 

wi th  top  grades i n  h i s  majoy of s o c i a l  sc ience  and minor of English, 

R e  was a l s o  very a c t i v e  i n  e x t r a c u ~ r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and was a 

member of t h e  Harr i s  B l a i r s  Soc i e ty  ( l a t e r  P i  Sigma Chi and more 

2 7 ~ a n  Marcos R e c o ~ d ,  November 28, 1963, p. 1: College S ta r .  
~ e c e m b e r 6 ~ 1 9 6 3 ,  p. 2;  William C ,  Pool ,  Fhmie Craddock, and David ED 
Conrad, Lyndon Baines Johnson The Formative Years  an Marcos: 19651, 
p. 68. Hereaf ter  cited Pool ,  et a l . ,  Lyndon B i n e s  Johnson. 
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r e c e n t l y  P i  Kappa ~ l p h a ) ,  Pi Gammu Mu ( soc ia l  scienae honorary society) ,  

t h e  Press Club, and the stndent a&, and he served on t h e  s t a f f  of The - 
College S ta r .  He was a l s o  s e c r e t a r y  of t he  Schoolmasterls Club, an 

organiza t ion  composed of men s tudents  and f a c u l t y  members, and was a 

member of a most successfu l  v a r s i t y  debate team coached by h i s  government 

p ro fes so r ,  H. M, Green, I n  t h e  19201s ,  t h e  debate team achieved almost 

a8 much p res t ige  on t h e  campus a s  the a t h l e t i c  teams. 

President Johnson "worked h i s  way through col lege.  "his was not 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  unusual,  however, a s  over ha l f  the  boys a t  Southwest Texas 

had job8 of some type. His jobs ranged from being a member of the  

c o l l e g e  "cus todia l  s t a f f "  t o  serving a s  "executive a e c r e t a r y v o  

R e s i d e n t  hransOe8 Johnaon himself described h i s  d u t i e s  a s  "having 

been former j an i to r  and worker out on t h e  rocks on t h e  campts and 

part- t ime sec re t a ry  wi th  Tom Nichols i n  the  pres ident ' s  o f f i ce  . . . 11~9 

Nichols  served a s  s e c r e t a r y  t o  President  Evans f o r  b e t t e r  than ten  

y e a r s ;  during t h i s  period, Johnson was a student ,  and, according to  

Dean Nolle,  began h i s  work i n  D r ,  Evans ' off  i c e  a s  a "messenger boy" 

who, i n  t h e  absence of inter-departmental  telephones, relayed messages 

from the  president  t o  var ious  departments, As a r e s u l t  of h i s  courtesy 

and f r i e n d l i n e s s ,  Johnson became well-known among co l l ege  personnel, 

Because of t h e i r  mutual i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  Johnson and Evans became 

2 8 ~ o o l ,  e t  a l . ,  don Baines Johnson, ppL 79, 101; "don ~ohnaon's  
S tudent  Days E€ SiSuthw s e x m a  a m e g e ,  ( ~ e w s  r e l ease  i n  College epe. 1-4; College t r a n s c r i p t  of -don 8. News  Service F i l e s ,  19  5 
Johnson i n  Office of t h e  Reg s t r a r ,  Southwest Texas S t a t e  College. 
Colle~&a.r, September 29, 1955, p. 1 ;  December 6, 1963, p. 2. 

2g~vndon B. Johnson. "~ne I n a u m r a l  Addreas. Froce&ings of the  



c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  Evans kept  contact  wi th  Johnson a f t e r  h i s  graduation, 

and Johnson was a f requent  v i s i t o r  t o  the  campus; severa l  times on 

such occasions D r ,  Evans introduced MP.  Johnson a s  h i s  former "executive 

secpetary  , "30 When h e s i d e f i t  Evans r e t i r e d  i n  1942, Congressman Johnson 

was the p r inc ipa l  speaker f o r  t he  August Commencement exercises a t  

which time he praised Dr, Evans h ighly  and spoke of h i s  influence i n  

h i s  own l i f e :  

Dr, Evans and t h e  teachers  around him have not  placed t h e b  
investments i n  apartment h o t e l s ,  i n  flowing o i l  wells  or 
p r ~ d u c t i v e  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  but i n s t e a d  the  modest s a l a ~ i e s  they 
have received f o r  t h e i r  work have been invested i n  men and 
women--the men and women who today must match t h e  leadership 
of t h e  Nazi and F a s c i s t  chal lenge t o  the  w o ~ l d ,  

Johnson i n  some ways p ~ o p h e s i e d  h i s  own iutupe a s  he s t a t ed :  "You were 

educated f o r  peace, and you a r e  gpaduating i n t o  war, and never did a 

g ~ a d u a t i n g  c l a s s  emerge i n t o  a world t h a t  needed it more and about 

whase des t iny  it could have more t o  say. I, 31 

Followi,ng hi.s graduaxion from Southwest Texas i n  19309 Johnson 

t augh t  a t  Pea r sa l l  and then i n  t h e  o ld  Sam Houston High School i n  

Houston, In 1932, Congressman Richard M. Kleberg i n v i t e d  Johnson to  

become h i s  sec re t a ry  a rd  while se rv ing  i n  t h i s  capaci ty  i n  Washingtoe, 

DQ C o ,  t he  e n e ~ g e z i c  young Texas made an impression on President 

Fr'anklir, Roosevelt, who appointed him d i r e c t o r  of the  National Youth 

Administrat ion i n  Texas i n  1935. It was on t h e  campus of h is  alma 

30~n te rv iew wi th  D r .  AlfPed H, Nolle,  r e t i r e d  dean of Southwest 
Texas S t a t e  College, San Marcos, Texas, December 1, 1966 s "Lyndon 
JohnsonPs Student Days a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  College, I' (News release 
i n  College News Service  F i l e s ,  1965) ,  pp. 1-4. 

31~ol lege  S ta r ,  August 20, 9 4 2  pp. 1,5. 
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mater t h a t  Johnson, j u s t  two years  l a t e r ,  made h i s  f i r s t  announcement 

t o  run f o r  ZsAgress. When James Buchanan of Brenham died i n  1937, 

Johnson was e l e c t e d  t o  f u l f i l l  h i s  unexpired term i n  the United S t a t e s  

House of Representa t ives .  He was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Senate i n  1948, became 

chairman of t h e  Senate  Armed Serv ices  Preparedness Committee i n  1950, 

was minori ty  leader  of t h e  Democratic par ty  i n  1952; and when the  

Democratic Par ty  regained con t ro l  of t h e  Senate i n  1955, he was e l ec t ed  

ma jo r i t y  leader  a t  t h e  age of f o r t y - f i v e ,  t he  youngest Senate f l oo r  

l eade r  ever e l ec t ed  by a major par ty  . 32 

On Monday, September 2 5 ,  1955, President  Flowers and President 

Emeritus C .  E.  Evans v i s i t e d  Senator Johnson a t  h i s  Johnson City ranch 

and extended an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  him t o  speak a t  t he  November homecoming 

a t  t h e  co l lege .  Although t h e  S?nate K z j o r i t y  g a d e r  was s t i l l  

r ecupe ra t i ng  from a h e a r t  a t t a c k  su f f e r ed  i n  t h e  e a r l y  part of t h e  year ,  

h e  agreed t o  a t t e n d ,  and t h e  event was named ''Lyndon Johnson DayN i n  

h i s  honor. j3 On November 19 ,  Johnson was introduced by President 

Flowers a s  "Southwest Texas most i l l u s t r i o ~ a  graduate .  " I n  h i s  speech 

t o  t he  two thousand s t u d e n t s ,  alumni,  and f r i e n d s ,  Jghnson said t h a t  

most congressmen and t h e  major i ty  of t h e  American people were now a b l e  

t o  view t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  and fo re ign  c r i s e s  i n  a non-partisan 

manner. Among h i s  remarks were t h e  fol lowing:  

The American people have passed t h e  s t age  where foreign policy 
i s  a ' p o l i t i c k i n g '  i s s u e .  There are s t i l l  individuals  who see  
pa r t i s an  advantage from t h a t  k i d  of p o l i t i c s .  They have 

3 2 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  December 6 ,  1963, p.  2. 

3 3 ~ b i d  * ) September 29, 1955, p. 1; November 3,  1955, P- 1- 



harrassed every President  f o r  20 years ,  but on every decisive 
t e s t ,  they  have been r e j e c t e d a y l  

A l i f e - s i z e d  color  pkotograph of Senator Johnson was presented t o  the  

co l l ege  a t  t h i s  time. President  Flowers l a t e r  s t a t ed  t h a t  "Lyndon 

Johnson Day turned out  t o  be one of t h e  f i n e s t  i n  our his tory.  . , . 
I have never seen f i n e r  , more whole-hearted cooperation between facul ty,  

s t u d e n t s  , ex-students , and f r i ends  than we saw on t h a t  day, n35 

I n  1956, Senator Johnson was the  " favor i te  son" candidate of Texas 

f o r  t he  p res iden t i a l  nomination a t  the  Democratic Party Convention i n  

Chicago. After  h i s  bid fo r  t h e  presidency failed36 and a s p i r i t &  

c o n t e s t  f o r  t h e  vice-presidency developed between Senator John F. 

Kennedy and Senator Es tes  Kefauver, Johnson threw h i s  support t o  

Kennedy. 3 7 

Another person whom the  f u t u r e  President g r e a t l y  admired during 

h i s  co l l ege  days and t o  whom he expressed appreciat ion through the 

Years was D r .  Alfred H. Nolle,  who came t o  Southwest Texas i n  1919 as 

t h e  f i r s t  professor with a d o c t o r ' s  degree ,  a d i s t i n c t i o n  which went 

unchallenged fo r  nine years.38 He was t h e  f i r s t  Professor of Modern 

%college S t a r ,  December 1 ,  1955, p. 1. 

3 6 ~ d l a i  Stevenson was nominated on t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o t  receiving p05t 
o f  the  1,372 votes  c a s t ;  the o the r  votes  y e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  as follows: 
A v e r e l l  Harriman 210, S tua r t  Symington 452, Lyndon Johnson 80, and other 
candida tes  received a t o t a l  of 131. New York Times, August 17,  1956, 
PP. 1 1  6 .  

'"~ew York Times, August 18, 1956, pp. 1, 6 .  

3 8 ~ n  1923, President Evans was awarded an honorary doctorate from 
Southwestern Universi ty i n  Georgetown, Texas. 



Language s ,  and i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1922 he succeeded Professor A. W, 

Birdwell  a s  dean of t h e  co l l ege .  When Dean Nolle was awarded an 

honorary doc to ra t e  from East Texas Bap t i s t  College i n  the spring of 

1957, Senate Major i ty  Leader Lyndon Johnson wrote a l e t t e r  of 

congra tu la t ion :  

Looking back over t h e  yea r s ,  my warmest and most strengthening 
memories cen te r  around San Marcos. It was t h e r e  tha t  you and 
t h e  res t  of t h e  f a c u l t y  took a raw H i l l  country boy and t r i e d  
t o  make an  educated man of me. 

To t h e  ex t en t  t h a t  I have succeeded i n  l i f e ,  I can claim t h a t  
you were success fu l .  But t h i s  was because no one could go 
through t h e  school  without absorbing some of your character 
and high s tandards  of i n t e g r i t y .  39 

Upon Dean Nolle Is re t i rement  i n  1959, Johnson, then Majority Leader of 

t h e  Senate ,  gave t h e  fol lowing t r i b u t e  i n  the Senate Chamber: 

Mr. Pres ident ,  a f t e r  40 yea r s  of s e rv i ce ,  D r .  Alfred H. Nolle 
i s  r e t i r i n g  t h i s  f a l l  as dean of Southwest Texas State College 
a t  San Marcos, Texas. 

This school ,  Mr. Pres ident ,  i s  my alma mater. 

To me, a s  he h a s  been t o  thousands, Dean Nolle was a guide, a 
counselor ,  a f r i e n d  and g r e a t  i n s p i r a t i o n .  

Announcement of t h i s  good man's approaching retirement was carried 
August 16 ,  1959 i n  t he  Aust in   e ex as) American Statesman, i n  an 
a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Southwest Texas Dean Nolle Ret i r ing,  " and I 
ask unanimous consent ,  Mr. Pres ident  t h a t  it be printed i n  the 
appendix of t h e  Record. 

There being no ob jec t ion ,  t h e  f u l l  s t o r y  was placed i n  the Congressional 

Record of t he  Eighty-s ixth Congress. 
40 

39~yndon Johnson t o  Alfred H. Nolle ,  Apr i l  10,  1957 ( in  Nolle papers 
and College S t a r ,  June 7 ,  19-57, p. 2 ) ;  in te rv iew with Dr. Alfred H. 
Nol le ,  San Marcos, Texas,  December 1, 1966. 

4 0 ~ .  S o  Congress, Congressional Record, 86th Congress, 1st Session, 
August 20, 1959, pp. A719l-A7192. 
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Again i n  1960, Senator Johnson was considered a s  a p s s i b l e  

p r e s i d e n t i a l  candida te  of t h e  Democratic par ty,  but John F. Kennedy 

received t h e  nomination and i n  t u r n  persuaded Johnson t o  run as h i s  

vice-president .  The Kennedy-Johnson team won t h e  ' e lec t ion  on November 

8 ,  1960; and on January 20, 1961, John Fi tzgera ld  Kennedy became President 

a d  L ~ b n  W e s  J o h a n  Vice-President of t he  United S ta t e s .  Always 

l o y a l  t o  h i s  alma mater ,  Vice-President-elect Johnson invi ted the 

Southwest Texas S t a t e  band t o  march i n  t h e  inaugural  parade. He made 

arrangements f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of e ighty  persons aboard a Continental 

A i r l i n e s  plane;  he l ikewise  secured lodging f o r  t h e  s tudents .  The 

a i r l i n e s  cont r ibu ted  two thousand f l v e  hundred d o l l a r s  ($2,500) toward 

o the r  expenses involved i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  band t o  Washington, and c i t izens  

of  San Marcos, s tuden t s  and f a c u l t y  of t he  co l l ege ,  and ex-students a l l  

a s s i s t e d  i n  making it  poss ib l e  f o r  both the  band ard t h e  S t ru t t e r s ,  a 

p rec i s idk  dance group, t o  march i n  the inaugural  parade on January 20, 

1961, t o  s ee  Southwest Texas "most i l l u s t r i o u s  graduate"  syorn i n  as  

Vice-President of t h e  United S t a t e s .  
4 1 

Although Johnson had spoken f o r  t h e  commencement exercises a s  

r e c e n t l y  a s  May, 1959, he re turned  on May 28, 1961 as t h e  nat ion 's  

vice-president  and aga in  addressed t h e  spring graduates  of Southwest 

Texas. It was a t  t h i s  time t h a t  he v i s i t e d  D r ,  Flowers,who was s t i l l  

i n  t he  Hays County Hosp i t a l  recupera t ing  from a coronary at tack of 

May lok2 The fol lowing year ,, on May 27,  t h e  f i rs t  honorary Doctor of 

41~o l l ege  S t a r ,  December 16, 1960, p. 1 ;  February 3 ,  1961, PO 1 ;  
December 6 ,  1963, p. 2 ;  The Pedagog, 1961, pp. 110-111. 

4 2 ~ o l l e p e  S t a r ,  May 22,  1959, p. 1; June 9 ,  1961, p. 1. 



Laws degree ever awarded by t h e  co l lege  was conferred upon t h e  Vice- 

President .  A song by Theron Kirk e n t i t l e d  "Now Let U s  P ra i se  Famous 

Men," and wr i t t en  e spec ia l ly  fo r  the occa$jon was presented by t h e  

co l lege  choir and band d i r e c t e d  by I r a  Bowles, chairman of t h e  'nusic 

department. Pres ident  Flowers conferred the  degree;  Dr. Lelahd E. 

Derr ick,  Dean of Graduate S tudies  and Dr, Archie Parks, chairman of 

t h e  chemig$ry department,  draped the  Doctor of Laws hood about Vice- 

President  Johnson's shoulders;  and Dean Joe H. Wilson read t h e  

following c i t a t i o n :  

, . . .[~e h a s 3  r a i sed  h i s  o f f i c e  t o  a l e v e l  of s e rv ice  and 
p res t ige  unprecedented i n  the  h i s t o r y  of t h e  na t ion ,  A s  
ambassador t o  t h e  world, he has warmed the  h e a r t s  of people 
everywhere as he has ca r r i ed  a message of hope and f r i e n d s h i p  
and goodwi 11. 43 

Dr. and Mrs. Flowers were among t h e  gues ts  who awaited t h e  

p r e s i d e n t i a l  pa r ty  f o r  t he  noon luncheon i n  Dal las  on November 22, 

1963. The a s sas s in  b u l l e t  which f a t a l l y  wounded President  Kennedy, 

t h e  sad and t r a g i c  announcement t o  a shocked na t ion  of t h e  young 

P res iden t ' s  death,  t h e  quick and sudden oath of o f f i c e  taken by Lyndon 

Johnson a s  he ascended t o  t h e  Rps idency  a l l  weighed heavily upon t he  

man who was president  of t he  co l l ege  t h a t  had produced t h e  t h i r t y - s i x t h  

President  of t h e  United S ta t e s .  Returning t o  San Marcoa by au to  t h a t  

same evening, Dr. Flowers was i n  h i s  o f f i c e  t h e  next morning t o  diaause 

wi th  Bruce Roche, head of t h e  College News Servioe,  t h e  impact of the  

pub l i c i ty  which 3outhwest Texas wae a l r eady  reoe iv ing .  Immediately 

4 3 ~ o l l e g e  S t a r ,  June 8, 1962, p. 4 ;  March 16, 1962, p.1. 



following t h e  t r a g i c  and untimely dea th  of Pres ident  Kennedy and the  

ascendancy of Johnson t o  t h e  presidency, br ie f  l i f e  sketches of the new 

president were given on t e l e v i s i o n ,  on r ad io ,  and i n  news a r t i c l e s  

across  t h e  na t ion .  Southwest Texas came i n t o  t h e  l imelight  
44 

simultaneously wi th  i t s  former alumnus. A s  D r .  Flowers and Professor 

Roche s a t  d i scuss ing  t h e  r o l e  of Southwest Texas i n  the  immediate fu tu re ,  

t h e  thought suddenly occurred t o  president  Flowers about 9:15 a.m. tha t  

he must send a telegram t o  President  Johnson. The wire read:  

Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson 
President of t h e  United S t a t e s  
Washington 

The e n t i r e  co l l ege  community of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College 
joins Mrs. Flowers and me i n  expressions of profound sorrow on 
the  passing of the  l a t e  Pres ident  John F. Kennedy. We extend 
t o  you and Mrs. Johnson our bes t  wishes as you undertake the  
g rea t  burden of t h e  Presidency, Our prayers are with you. 

J ,  G. Flowers 45 

Dr. Flowers "was caught u p  i n  a whirlpool of a c t i v i t y  t h a t  

followed behind t h e  assumption of t h e  Presidency by a graduate of 

Southwest Texas S t a t e b  The campus was v i s i t e d  by numerous newsmen 

seeking information about t h e  new Pres ident ,  and most of them wanted t o  

t a l k  t o  D r .  Flowers.Ip6 Within a month, D r .  Flowers announced t h a t  a 

book concerning t h e  qol lege days of t h e  &sident  was t o  be wr i t t en .  

Three Southwest Texas S t a t e  College h i s t o r y  professors--Dr, David Conrad, 

4 4 ~ a n  -- Marcos Record, November 28. 1963, p. 1 ;  in te rv iew wi th  Bruce 
Roche, Southwest Texas S t a t e  College, San Mar cos , Texas, November 29,1966. 

4 5 ~ r i g i n a l  copy of telegram i n  D r .  Flowers ' handwriting i n  Bruce 
Roche papers; in te rv iew with Brure Roche, San Marcos, Texas, November 29, 
1966; a t  Mr, Roche Is r eques t ,  Pr,e.sident Flowers gave t h e  o r i g i n a l  t o  
him. D r .  Flowers seemed surpr i sed  y e t  pleased t h a t  Mr, Roche would deem 
i t  valuable enough t o  keep. 

4 6 ~ u c e  Roche, ' l ~ o a l :  Ekcellence , D r .  Flowers ' Lifelong Watchword, ' 
Austin American-Statesman, August 30, 1964, Sec. A ,  p. 6, 



Dr. Emmie Craddock, and D r .  William Pool--were i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  the  p ro jec t .  D r .  Leland Derr ick ,  Dean of Graduate , s t u d i e s  and 

chairman of the  f a c u l t y  e d i t o r i a l  board, served a s  coordinator fo r  t h e  

book. Although Pres ident  Flowers and s t a f f  members had f o r  some time 

contemplated such a  proposal t o  compensate f o r  "sketchy and o f t en  unt rue  

or  ha l f - t rue  s t o r i e s  t o l d  of Mr. Johnson during t h i s  period, 'I two 

f a c t o r s  gave immediate a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  proposi t ion:  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

famous 1930 graduate of t h e  co l lege  was now president  of t h e  United 

S t a t e s ;  a r d  the knaddgp " tha t  those  who knsw President  Johnson when he 

was a s tudent  w i l l  not always be around." The book was t o  be a biography 

of t h e  p res iden t ' s  ea r ly  yea r s  including h i s  s tudent  and teaching 

careers  pr ior  t o  h i s  en t rance  i n t o  p o l i t i c s .  47 

Despite the f a c t  t h a t  Newsweek Kagazine ca l led  Southwest Texas a 

It square and unpretent ious co l lege ,  I' and o ther  periodicals r e f e r  red t o  

it a s  "bbscureIn  most of t h e  a r t i c l e s  dea l ing  w i t h  t h e  co l lege  were t r u e  

and accurate .  Always proud of h i s  alma mater,  t h e  President  of t h e  

United S t a t e s  himself took time t o  w r i t e  a reassur ing  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  

fe l low ex-students which was published i n  SWT Killviews,  t h e  b u l l e t i n  

of Southwest Texas S t a t e  Ex-Students Associat ion.  The l e t t e r  read as 

follows : 

My dear Fellow Ex-Student s : 

February 11,  1964 

Among my warmest memories a r e  those  spent on 'The H i l l .  1 The 
guidance I received and t h e  f r i endsh ips  I made have done much 

47 Sari Marcos Record, December 26, 1963, p. 1 ;  December 23, 1965, p. 
4; ~ r u c e o ~ G ~ c e l l e n c e ,  D r .  Flowers ' Life lon  Watchword, 
Austin American-Statesman, August 30, 1964, Sec. A, p. g ;  t h e  book 
e n t i t l e d  L ndon Baines Johnson, The Formative Years, was published 
December, .*bthes-t =s S t a t e  CO- Press ,  San Marcos , 
Texas. Yon-E?oec!&ann- ones Press  of .Aust in pr in ted  t h e  book . Pool, 
e t  a l .  , Lyndon Balnes Johnson, pp. 111-iv. -- 



t o  prepare ma for  my ro le  In l i f e ,  

As I undertake th id  aqeaoia burden, I am reminded of t h e  great  
necd t o  improve tbe  educational oppor.tuni.tiad for  a l l  olir ci.ti$ei~a-+- 
P ~ g a r d l e s s  o f  raoo, oresd, or r e l i g i o n ,  Greater educational 
o ~ p a r t u n i t i e s  will en r i ch  Qlxr society and give sur ch i ld ren  
inareased Zsapeot for t h e  d i g n i t y  and r i g h t s  of their f e l l ~ w m e n .  

Tbs u l t ima te  resuLt oan 4nLy be a atrongar,  healthier Nat ion ,  and 
a better and safer world Ah which t o  Live ar~cl saise our c h i l d r e n l  

May God'a sichast bless ings  come $0 yo11 a l l .  

S incere ly ,  

'!,d 
(signed) Lyndon B. John~ ion  

presidency as fol.loi.~s: 

Of course r.ro wore t h r i l l e d  a t  t h a t ,  b u t  I: was t h r i l l e d  when he 
was made v ice-pres ident ;  I was t h ~ i l l d  when be was m a j o r i t y  
l e a d e r ,  and t h a t  of cou r se - - a l l  of that  gives me a g r e a t  t h r i l l ,  
but  ws have had othea' graduated who have been h ighly  s u c c e s s f u l  
i n  t h e i r  f ie lds  of endeavor, and a t ' s  a saurce of great p r i de  tQ 
me i n  a l l  of t h e i r  aohievements t o o ,  but of cQurae t h i s  one  happens 
t o  be an ext raord inary  situ:l.t.ion ; a f t e r  a l l ,  how many c a l  kage3 in 
America have had a man graduate  from t h e i r  college and 'oocolfl~ 
President  of t h e  United 2 t a t e s  ? Obviously, t h a t  ' s q u i t e  unusual ,  
and I ' m  egot iat ;boal  enough t o  believe t h a t  he had some of h i s  
beginnings r i g h t  here  on t h i s  campus; we know for  cer ta in  , . . 
t h a t  t he re  were certain people he re  who oant r ibu ted  r i a h l y  t o  h i e  
llnder s tanding of p o l i t i c a l  phenomena and so on. I 've ment ianed 
former President  Evans and Professor  Green as two men who were 
perhaps c losar  t o  him than  any others ,  Pres ident  Johnaon himself 
has s a i d  t o  me t h a t  he owed a g r e a t  deal  t o  t h e s e  two rmn, and T 
hope t h a t  someday t h a t  s t o r y  w i l l  be written, in such n Wily -1;hnl; >I:! 

w i l l  know what it was t h a t  t h e y  c ~ n t r i h i - t e i ~ ~ ' ~  

The f i r s t  v i s i t  t h a t  I r l a~ iAon t  Johnson made ta  the c o l l e g e  in his 

new capacity as Chief Executive of t he  2and was fo r  t h e  inauguration of 

Dr , James Henry McCrocklin on November 29, 1964, as t h s  f o ~ ~ r l l l  o ! - i ido~r l ;  

v Plowers m, Maroh 24, 1964, pp, LO-11, 
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of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College. This  was indeed a memorable 

oc5asion and it was, without  ques t i on ,  a l l red- le t te r ' l  day f o r  t h e  young 

f o r  ty-one year  -old government prof e s s8 r  , James Henry McCrocklin, who, 

wi th  a long and impressive record of accomplishments, became four th  

Pres ident  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College. 

It was a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  occurrence t o  t h e  man who b e t t e r  than ha l f  

a century be fo re  (1912) had en te red  Southwest Texas Normal School a s  a 

lad  of s i x t e e n  and who could v iv id ly  r e c a l l  h i s  own inaugurat ion as t h e  

t h i r d  pres ident  of t h e  co l lege  twenty-two years  before.  It was a l s o  

important t o  John Garland Flowers t h a t  t he  man t h a t  he introduced a s  

t h e  inaugura l  speaker was an ex-student who almost four decades before 

had enro l led  a s  a freshman a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Teachers College. 

Although Dr. Flowers had introduced t h e  now-famous 1930 graduate  on 

numerous occas ions ,  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  time on t h e  co l l ege  campus t h a t  

he  had introduced Mr. Johnson a s  Pres ident  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  Dr. 

Flowers o r d i n a r i l y  presented Johnson with an e l a b o r a t e  i n t roduc t ion  of 

h i s  accomplishments and the  customary phrase,  but  " to  u s ,  he i s  j u s t  

Lyndon Johnson, 1930 graduate  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  Col lege."  On 

t h i s  occasion, r a t h e r  than  adhering s t r i c t l y  t o  p ro toco l ,  Dr. Flowers 

s a i d ,  "Ladies and gentlemen, it i s  my p r i v i l e g e  t o  present  t o  you the  

President  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  Lyndon Baines Johnson." 
5 0 

Although P re s iden t  Johnson s t a t e d  a t  t h e  beginning of h i s  speech, 

" I f  I &re  t o  g e t  sen t imenta l ,  you'd miss your d inner  t h i s  evening. 

50~?roceedinns of t h e  Inaugura t ion  of -- James Henry McCrocklin a s  
Fourth P re s iden t  of Southwest Texas -- S t a t e  Col lege,  Fr iday,  ~ o v e m b e r  20, 

m ~ t r a h a n  ~ymnasium, San Marcos, Texas, pp. 3 ,11 ,  12; i n t e rv i ew  
wi th  Bruce Roche, San Marcos, Texas,  November 29 ,  1966. 



So I hope y o u ' l l  f o rg ive  me f o r  not  reminiscing t h i s  morning and 

understand t h a t  y o u ' r e  the  winner ,"  y e t  he in te rspersed  h i s  address  

with re ferences  t o  h i s  co l lege  days and made s p e c i a l  re ference  t o  Dr. 

Flowers and t o  Dr. Evans seve ra l  t imes.  He s a i d ,  "I am so happy t o  be 

back home and t o  s e e  so  many friends--some of whom I knew when I f i r s t  

came here  f o r t y  yea r s  ago and some whom I welcome a s  t h e  new leaders  of 

t h i s  g r e a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  . . . I ' m  very happy t o  be a t  t h e  inauguration 

of your new president .  I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  I l i k e  i t  so  much I bel ieve 

I ' l l  very soon j u s t  have one of my own. 1 1 5 1  He f u r t h e r  s t a t ed  : *; 

I take  g r e a t  pr ide  i n  t h e  l eade r sh ip  of D r .  Flowers, Dr. Evans, 
and many memorable f a c u l t y  members of t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  And, 
having been former j an i to r  and worker out on t h e  rocks on the  
campus and part- t ime sec re t a ry  wi th  Tom Nichols i n  t he  presidents  
o f f i c e ,  I am very deeply impressed with t h e  importance of t h e  
head of t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  . . . 
I have t rave led  a long way from t h i s  co l lege  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  I 
m x c u p y .  I n  few t imes,  yes  i n  very few na t ions ,  i n  man's 
journey has it been poss ib le  f o r  any man t o  t r a v e l  such a road. . . . 
America has succeeded--more than  any other  na t ion  i n  t h e  world-- 
i n  making it poss ib le  f o r  a man t o  achieve whatever h i s  a b i l i t y  
would allow. The idea  t h a t  man's on ly  l i m i t a t i o n  would be h i s  
t a l e n t  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  and h i s  wi l l ingness  t o  work has been a t  
t h e  hear t  of t h e  American dream. And f o r  some of u s ,  it has 
come t r u e ,  

The P p s i d e n t  used t h i s  occasion t o  announce t h e  establishment of 

a Job Corps Unit i n  San Marcos t o  t r a i n  young men t o  provide f o r  them- 

se lves  and t o  become leaders  i n  t h e i r  communities. He sa id  

It was one hundred years  ago, i n  1864, t h a t  Abraham Lincoln Abolished 
s lavery  i n  t h i s  country. One hundred years  l a t e r  here i n  t he  h i l l s  
of home, we a r e  inaugurat ing a movement t o  abo l i sh  poverty i n  t h i s  
country. 

j l j u s t  a few days before.  Johnson had been overwhelmingly e l ec t ed  
t o  t he  presidency i n  h i s  own r i g h t ,  San Marcos Record, November 5 ,  
1964, p. 1. 



He reques ted  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  and h e l p  of t h o s e  i n  h i s  aud ience ,  "No one 

man can l e a d  t h i s  n a t i o n .  . , . A P r e s i d e n t  can l e a d  and t e a c h  and 

e x p l o r e  and s e t  g o a l s .  . . , B u t  no l e a d e r  can make a people more than  

t h e y  a r e  or  make them more t h a n  t h e y  r e a l l y  want t o  be. My s u c c e s s ,  and 

America 's  s u c c e s s ;  w i l l  depend on you. " 52 

D r .  F lowers  and P r e s i d e n t  Johnson had been f r i e n d s  f o r  many y e a r s  

and t h e  ch ie f  e x e c u t i v e  had f r e q u e n t l y  expressed  h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of 

P r e s i d e n t  F l o w e r s '  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  educat ion.  On a n  e a r l i e r  occas ion ,  

he had remarked :  

Our warm f r i e n d s h i p  over t h e  y e a r s  has given me much s a t i s f a c t i o n .  
Southwest Texas S t a t e  Col lege  owes you a d e b t  of g r a t i t u d e  f o r  
your more t h a n  two decades  of devoted s e r v i c e .  You have l e f t  
a n  endur ing  mark i n  San Marcos. I am p e r s o n a l l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  53 your f i n e  example of courageous ,  d e d i c a t e d  s e r v i c e  t o  educat ion;  

On August 3 1 ,  1964, D r  , Flowers ' t e n u r e  as P r s s i d e n t  of Southwest 

Texas came t o  a c l o s e ,  t h u s  marking t h e  end o f  f i f t y  y e a r s  of l e a d e r s h i p  

i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  educa t ion  and twenty-two y e a r s  as t h i r d  P r e i i d e n t  of 

Southwest Texas S t a t e  Col lege.  At h i s  memorial f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  on 

February 26, 1965 ,  t h e  Rev Troy Hickman a p p r o p r i a t e l y  remarked ttiat 

" t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  John Garland Flowers w i l l  l i v e  on t h i s  campus, and i n  

t h e  Southwest,  and  i n  h i s  f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  and i n  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  

s t u d e n t s  who d r a n k  of t h e  s p r i n g  of knowledge when he was p r e s i d e n t  of 
59 

t h e  c o l l e g e . " - . .  'Phis was "fitting t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  man under whose 

52 Proceed in  s of  t h e  I n a u  u r a t i o n  of James Henry McCrocklin a s  
Four th  I ' d 0  ~ o u t h w e ~ t ~ C ~ e ~ i d a ~ ,  NovembE 
20,-r964-, pp. j, 11-12, 1 4 ,  17- - 

53 - San Marcos Record, March 1 2 ,  1964,  p. 6. 

54 
"References t o  Dr. John Garland Flowers During His Funera l  

S e r v i c e ,  " g i v e n  by t h e  Reverend Troy Hickman, E'ebruary 26, 1965; News 
S e r v i c e  F i l e  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  C o l l e g e ,  San Marcos, Texas. 



guidance and d i r e c t i o n  t h e  c o l l e g e  had seen such remarkable growth 

and expansion. H i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was we l l  de f ined  a s  "Stage 3--  

The Most Produc t ive  Era of t h e  Col lege  I s  History.  1155 

5 5 ~ o l l e g e  - S t a r ,  February 26, 1965, p. 2.  



APPENDIX I 

BUf DINGS AS OF AUGUST 31, 1942 

I n s t r u c t i o n a l  Buildings 

Main Building Auditorium-Laboratory School 
Science Building Library m i l d i n g  
Language- A r t s  Building Home Economics Building 
I n d u s t r i a l  A r t s  Building Men s Gymnasium 
Education Building Lula Hines (women ' s Gymnasium 
A l l i e  Evans P r a c t i c e  Cottage Music Ha l l  

Regular and Cooperative Dormitories and Apartments 

J e s s i e  A .  Sayers Hall 
J e s s i e  A. Sayers Annex 
Berta bwman Baines Hall 
Main C l i f f s i d e  Ha l l  
East C l i f f s i d e  Hall  
Pickard Hal l  
Pickard H a l l  Annex 
Austin S t r e e t  Apartments 
In t e r  -American House 

Har r i s  Ha l l  
Oakwood Ha l l  
Terry b m a n  H a l l  
North Side Apartments 
North Side Co-op 
North Side Annex 
Cole House 
Home Economics Co-op 
Home Economics Co-op Annex 

Miscellaneous a i l d i n g s  

Power Plant 
A th le t i c  F ie ld  House 
Riverview House 
Store House 
Jani tor  Is Cottage 

President  ' s Home 
b u n d r  y 
Farm House 
Farm Barns and Sheds 
Inf irmary 

'college Catalog,  1943-1944, p. 20. 
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APPENDIX I1 

PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY AFFIUTIONS OF JOHN G. FLOWERS 

Alpha Chi 

A$erican Assoc ia t ion  of Colleges f o r  Teacher Education 
Chairman of t h e  Committee on S tud ie s  and Standards i n  1948 
Vice-President i n  1949 
R e s i d e n t  i n  1950 
Chairman of t h e  National Rel ig ious  Education Committee, 1953-1958 

American Assoc ia t ion  of Teacher ' s  Colleges 
Chairman of a Research Committee Inves t iga t ing  Extension Services  

of Teachers Colleges i n  1942 
Chairman of Committee on Standards and Surveys 1944-1948 

Boy Scouts of America 
Member of Committee on Research and Program Making, Nat ional  Off ice  

E d i t o r ,  Nat ional  Yearbook, Superv isors  of Student Teaching 1934-1937 

Kappa Del ta  P i ,  Nat ional  Educat ional  F r a t e r n i t y  

Li fe  Member of Nat ional  Education Associat ion 

Listed i n  'vJhots --- Who i n  America s i n c e  1942 

Listed i n  1Jho:s Nho i n  American Education 

Listed i n  Who's --- Who i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Education 

National Education Assoc ia t ion  

National Socie ty  of College Teachers of Education (member o f )  

Phi Del ta  Kappa, Nat ional  Research F r a t e r n i t y  

P i  Gammu Mu, S o c i a l  Science Research F r a t e r n i t y  

Regional Postwar Educat ional  Committee, 1944 

Rotary Club, member s i n c e  1938 
President  of San Marcos Club i n  19.52 
Governor of D i s t r i c t  584 of Rotary I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n  1958 

2 ~ n  Flowers' f c l d e r  i n  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Off ice .  Southwest Texas S t a t e  
College, San Marcos, Texas. 



San Marcos, Texas 
Chairman of Executive Committee t o  bui ld a new ho te l  i n  1959 
F i r s t  Methodist Church 

Member of The O f f i c i a l  Board and of various committees 
Member of S teer ing  Committee f o r  a new h o s p i t a l  i n  1957 

Special  Educat ional  Consultant t o  t h e  American Mi l i t a ry  Government 
and Department of S t a t e  i n  Germany, summer of 1949 

S t a t e  Postwar Educational Committee, chairman i n  1944 

Texas Council of Teachers of Education: 
Chairman of s tudy group "Developing Laboratory Experiences i n  

Teacher Prepara t ion ,"  i n  1948 
Chairman of committee on C las s i f i ca t ion  and Accredi tat ion of 

Teacher Education I n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  1949 
S t a t e  Board of Examiners f o r  Teacher Education i n  Texas 

Vice Chairman i n  1952 
President  i n  1955 

Texas Educational Association (member o f )  

Texas Society f o r  Crippled Children: 
Member of Board of Direc tors  
Vice Pres ident ,  1948-1949 
Pres ident ,  1949-1951 
Vice-President again i n  1959 
Member of following committees: 

Cons t i tu t ions  and By-Laws 
Leg i s l a t ive  Budget 
Nominations 
Served on t h e  profess ional  advisory committee f o r  t h e  National 

Society f o r  Crippled Children and Adults as Texas de legate  



APPENDIX I11 

RESUME OF PUBLZCATIONS OF 

JOHN GLqLAND F W R S ~  

1932 - Content of Student-Teaching Courses Designed for t h e  Training of 
Secondary Teachers i n  S t a t e  Teachers Colleges mw York City: 
Bureau of Publ ica t ions  Teachers College, Columbia Universi ty,  
1932 ) Contr ibut ions t o  Education, No. 538. Teachers College 
S e r i e s .  ( d i s s e r t a t i o n )  

1937 - & In t eg ra t ed  Survey Course, Symposium. 
?Jhat -- About Survey Courses 7 

1948 - Co-author , School & Communi t y  Laboratory Experiences i n  Teacher 
~ d u c a t i o n r i c a n  Associat ion of Teachers ~ o l l e ~ e s , i m  
No place given. 340 pp. John G. Flowers, chairman of the  
committee; o the r  members: Margaret Lindsey, Allen D. 
Pa t te rson ,  Florence B. S tratemeyer . (sub-committee of the  
Standards and Surveys Committee of t h e  American Association 
of Teachers Colleges 1 6  

1959 - Teacher Education & Religion edi ted  by A, L, Sebaly; published 
under t h e  auspices of t h e  Teacher Education and Religion 
Projec t  Committee of the  American Associat ion of Colleges fo r  
Teacher Education of which Dr, Flowers was chairman* (Oneonta, 
New York, 1959). 

1964 - Co-author , Emphasis Upon Excel lence (~ou thwes  t Texas S t a t e  
College Press ,  San llarcos , Texas, 1964). William F. Brown, 
Leland E ,  Derrick and other  admin i s t r a t ive  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
s t a f f  memSers were co-authors; D r .  Flowers wrote t h r e e  of 
the chap te r s ) .  

BULLETINS 

1927 - "The Observation of Teaching,' '  Manual f o r  t h e  Guidance of 
Teachers i n  Training,  published by Southern Publishing Company, 
Dallas ,  1927. 

1930 - "The High School A ~ s e r n b l y , ~ ~  S t a t e  of New Je r sey ,  Dept. of 
Public Ins t ruc t ion .  

1932 - l lPr inc ip les  and P r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  Conduct of Student-Teaching," 
New Jersey  S t a t e  Teachers College,  Upper Montclair ,  New Jersey,  
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APPENDIX I V  

bruce roche 
feb.  24, 1965 
former s w t  p re s iden t  d i e s  

SAN MfLSCOS -- Funeral s e r v i c e s  w i l l  be held i n  San Marcos Friday 

af ternoon f o r  D r .  J .  G.  Flowers, f o r  22 years  pres ident  of Southwest 

Texas S t a t e  College u n t i l  h i s  re t i rement  l a s t  August. 

Dr. Flowers d ied  i n  Harlingen Tuesday n igh t  a f t e r  su f fe r ing  a hea r t  

a t t a c k ,  He was v i s i t i n g  a daughter ,  Mrs. Wayne Cole, a t  t h e  time of h i s  

death.  

I n  honor of t h e  n a t i o n a l l y  known educator,  c l a s ses  a t  Southwest 

Texas S t a t e  w i l l  be dismissed a t  2 p.m. Friday,  an  hour before the  

fune ra l ,  for  t h e  remainder of t h e  af ternoon.  

Services w i l l  be held a t  the  F i r s t  Methodist Church i n  San b r c o s .  

Interment w i l l  be  i n  t h e  San Marcos cemetery. 

The body w i l l  l i e  i n  s t a t e  a t  Pennington Memorial Chapel i n  San 

Marcos from 3 t o  9 p. m .  Thursday and from 9 a.m. t o  1 p.m. Friday. 

An i n f l u e n t i a l  f i g u r e  i n  American education f o r  s eve ra l  decades, 

Dr. Flowers served a s  pres ident  of t h e  American Associat ion of Colleges 

f o r  Teacher Education i n  1950. 

He spent t h e  summer of 1949 i n  West Germany a s  a member of an  

11-man Ameriean educat ion commission making a study of German educational 

reeds f o r  the American m i l i t a r y  government, 

D r .  Flowers had a lengt lybib l iography of publ ica t ions ,  including 

four  [five] books and numerous b u l l e t i n s  and a r t i c l e s ,  

He held l i f e  membership i n  t h e  National  Education Association and 

was a member of s e v e r a l  honorary educat ional  s o c i e t i e s .  He was l i s t e d  

i n  th ree  who's who volumes. 

Homecoming 1963 a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  was dedicated t o  Dr. 

Flowers. A year  l a t e r  a t  ceremonies inaugurat ing h i s  successor ,  Dr. 

James H. McCrocklin, D r .  Flowers introduced Pres ident  Lyndon Johnson, 

who del ivered t h e  main address ,  

Dr. Flowers was a Rotar ian  and served t h a t  organiza t ion  i n  numerous 

capac i t i e s ,  He was a pres ident  of t h e  Texas Crippled Children Society,  



and he was a member o'f t he  F i r s t  Methodist Church i n  San Marcos. 

Born i n  1895 i n  Karnes County, Dr. Flowers a t tended what was then 

ca l l ed  Southwest Texas S t a t e  Normal School dur ing  t h e  1912-1913 school 

year .  

He received his bachelor of a r t s  degree from East Texas S t a t e  

College i n  1924, and t h e  master of arts i n  1925 and t h e  doc to r  of 

philosophy i n  1932 from Columbia Universi ty,  

Dr. Flowers was a teacher  and p r i n c i p a l  i n  Texas gchools from 

1912 t o  1924. 

Be was a professor  of educat ion and head of t h e  education 

department a t  Montclair ,  New Jersey ,  S t a t e  College from 1928 t o  1937. 

He went t o  Lock Haven, Pennsylvania, S t a t e  College i n  1937 as president .  

In 1942 he became president  of Southwest Texas S ta t e .  

Survivors inc lude  a b ro the r ,  Herbert  Flowers of Wacoi a daughter ,  

Mrs. Wayne Cole of Harlingen; a son, John Flowers J r .  of Aust in ;  and 

f i v e  grandchildren.  Mrs. Flowers, t h e  former Lora Hogan, died i n  

Ju ly ,  1964. 

Representat ives of t h e  Flowers family s a i d  t h a t  cont r ibut ions  

may be made t o  t h e  John and b r a  Flowers Memorial E'ud i n  c a r e  of 

Vance Winn a t  Southwest Texas S t a t e  i n  San Marcos. 
4 

4 N e ~ s  Serv ice  F i l e  of Southwest Texas S t a t e  College, San Marccs, 
Texas. 
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