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SOIAL AND BOOWOLIOS STATUS OF IIEMIDAES O SAN JANGOS

AXG ITS BEARING UPON THS BDUCATION OF IWXICAH CHILDREN

CHAYXTER I
INTRODUCTION

1. Fuarpose

The purpose of this work is to ascertain the bearing
of the soecial and sconomic status of the llexicen families
of 3an larcos on the general problem of the education of

their children.

2« Flan of Frocedure

This purpose will be accomplished, 1% is hoped, by a
presentation of facts that will deplict the social and eco-
nomic atatus of the lexlcan families of dan Yarcos; by
ghowing the bearing of such & status upon the education of
the chlldren of these familles; and by the presentation of
g pooglible working solution that will tend to better the
soclial and economie status of these people and advance the

oducation of theilr children,

3. 3ources of Data

The facets and other material herein presented were
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taken from:

1. Case sbtudies of 200 lexlcan faemilies in wan Iarcos,
baeed'on personsl conferences and visits to the homes of
all of these Tfamilies.

2. A Report on the Economic Tonditions of the south,

National Emergeney Council.

3. On the Heconstruection of the soclal Order, Iope

tinsg XI.

4, Zights and Vrongs in Industry, Rev. Francis Haag.

b."Aspects of the Housing Froblem," Journsl of Home
Zeonomices, Tstherine Baner.,
6,"Federal Actlvities in the Housing Field," Tongres-

gional Digest.

7."Lowm~-Rent Housing Flan,” Jusiness leek.

E."'oney For the Home," Houde Besutifunl, stewsrt e~

Donald.

4, The Family and Its I'lace in Society

The family is the primery cell out of which soclety
grows., If it is weakened or diseased, society dies. 1 % is
the backbone of & nation, a state, a community. It forms
the basis upon which is founded the structure of the govern~

ing body of a atate. The very existence of a government de-

1. Hsasz, Francis, Rights and Yrongs in Industry, p. 24.



sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle


3

pends upon the existence of the family. Therefore, it is the
duty of educators to study the community and its various
elements. In furthering the welfare of imdividuals they muat
have speclasl regard for their gocial and gconomic statua,
largely as members of families. The mass of the poor have no
resources of their own and must depend chiefly upon the
gtate for théir defense. For this reason wage-earners, silnce
they mostly belong to the poor class, should become the ob=
ject of careful study by the soclal leaders. 2 14 seems
clear that social resulbs in keepilng with American democra-
tlc ideals cannot be achleved without the assurance of a
productive and hopeful sééial.and economic role for the
wage~earner who has the responsiblility of establishing e
family, upon which £8lls the duty of forming, in part, the
bulwark of the state. The worker nust create opportunities
egqual to or even superior to those provided for him. This

he can do only when his social and economic status is such
that by thrift and prudent mansgement he may incrssase his
poasessien$ and thus be enabled to bear the family burden
with greater ease and security. He is thus freed from the
hand-to-mouth uncertainty, and will be in a positién o0 on-
dure life's changing fortunes, having the reassuring confi-

dence that when 1ilfe is ended, some little provision will ve-

, £¢ Ltope Yius XTI, On the Hegonstruetion of the Sogcial
Order, pe 7.
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mein for those whom he leaves behind.

It is for this reason that the wage~earner should he
paid a sslary thet is sufficient for the support of himself
and of hisg family, as well ag to keep from abusing the tender
yvears of children and the weslnesses of women. Intolerable la
the abuse whereby mothers of families, because of tﬁe insuf=-
ficliency of the father's salary, are forced to engages in
gainful occupations outside the domesgtic walla to the neglect
of their own proper cares and duties, especially the educa-
tion of their cechildren. 5 |

Child laber iz & source of cheap competing labor, and
tends to make wsges even lower, hours even longer, and general-
ly , to break down labor standerds. 1t is, thersefore, not
only that it affects the child itself, but that it undermines
tho security of adult workers, thus reacting seriously on the
whole community, and, indeed on the whole stabte. 4

Thus we find that the labor of women and children in-
creases the labor supply, thereby effecting a low wage scalse
which in jurn results in low living standards, insufficient
food for many, a greet amount of illness, and in general ,

unhealthful and undesirable conditions of lifs. 5

3« Pope Piua XI, On the Reconstruction of the Sogial
Order, p. B0, ,

4. National Emergency Council, A Report on the Eeonomic
Conditions of the south, p. 41.

5. Ibid.,p. 44.
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ugnce from deductions and obgervations as presented
here, one is able to extract one faect ~ that the social and
sconomic conditions of the Ffamily have a tendency to causs
dlvisions within the socisl order, which in turn cause class
conflict. Yet it is well kmown thét the social order is pos-
asible only when class conflict has been ellminated; when
that disrupting, disuniting force hag been abolished so that
harmony and community purpose relign within its bounds. As
Fope Leo XIII said:

Now this is the primary duty of the state and

of all good citizens; to abolish conflict between

classes with divergent interests, and bhus foster

and promote harmony between the various ranks of

gociety. 6

3ut how is thism class conflict to be eliminated? Vhere
must the people and the state look for the fundementals in the
class conflict? The answers will be found in the industries,
in the laws or yprovisions of the communitlies, and in the
educstion provided. First, the people must look into the in-
dustries, thelr orgenization, their rules, salaries and
general coordination and cooperation with the community. Se-
cond, they must look into the provisions made by fthe govern-
ment for the social and economic protection of the families,

the communlty and the state. And, third, they muat look into

the provisions made for the education of those less Tortun-

oy

6. Yope Leo X111, Bacyclieal, p. 27,




sources are found the reasons for the resmulting low and
high lgvels, goclal and economic, of the different classes
in confiict within the soocial order.

The elimination will come through the elimination of
low atandards of wages, a better coordination beicen com-
munities and industries, @ more univerzal and more practi-
cal sducation of legs fortunate classes, and a m&re sSympae
thetic and understanding insight into the nature and condi~
tions of ali people regardless of race, creed, or political
and social proferences. One must study the situation care-
fully snd realize the benefit derived by all in general,
through the improvement of the condltions of the poorer
clasges.,

In 211l these problems the family and its conditions of
life are vitally involved. The interdependence of families
within the social cirecle, regardless of the social and eco-
noimlic status, makes it imperative to apsroach sz closely
ag possible & uniform stendard of living. Thereforc, it is
& duty of sociebty to try to improve conditions in its fami-
lies as & step toward the realizatiocn of American conception.
this simply weans that soclety must slowly but surely set
standards within the reach of everyono: that it must make
pogsible the reaching the standards set:; that it must main-
toln bthese sbandsrds and provide for the common contribu~
tlon to these stondards. iith conditions ag they are this

seems & very big undertaling, but actually it iz not impos~



3ible of sccomplishment.

In the followlng chapters willl be presented & verbal,
factual picture of & diseased part of the social order
within San Marcos, Texas: dan larcos, the beautiful litile
cify of schools, churches, and blessed with an abundsnce of
natural sceni¢ beauty; the 1little city that through its
central location betwesn two large ciitles could easily be-
come a leader in the uniformity of the conditions of the
inhabitants. The work of this paper is 1o present a piciure
of conditions as they are, and to present a theoretical
plan for the betterment of thess people's goclal and eco-
nomie statos, but the actual functioning of such & plan
will depend upon the willingness of all people in general
to do their part in improving‘cohditions.



AOWUAL SONILITIONS OF DEAI0AHS TN AT CARSOR

1. ogeial

The aocial aad economle sbdubaz of the anjority of the
Uaxicans in Zan “hreoe lo very 1ow.e It 1u ze low, indoed,

5

Shat pore vhon holf of the Toxicen population within san

Yorses ia dopendent Jor food and clothing uzon the federal
sovernment rellef sgencies and upon work in the 714 and TWi.
Aggordins to fisures awvrrlied by the roliof offlce in
som Clarces, foy the monin of July,ivdd, there were wilhin
the olby limits alone, zixmtyenine fanllles recelving food
from the commodity voon, while elghty-one fLomllies had 30010
merboy of the group enguged in rellef work of some nature.
This iz s Sotel of 100 Jomllles, out of & noagible 285, de-
pendent npon some Tern of relled woasupe Jov actwal subdls-
tonee. Of conrse, these Lipures vory from mondh ¢ nouth
due to an lncronse op desrense 1a bthe awnber 2f femillies
sasigued to secure welied voblons and slothing. Tho seme is

true congerning the inecrense or decrease of the "IL wnd TTA

rolla. Thic increase or dooroasse 48 due, in nany cases, o
odd Jobs that may suddenly becomo avellable to the men, b0
the yoarly trels Inte the codion and beoot fieldn, and bo the
droppine of sevorsl eooson Lrom bhe rolls of the "Is, the MY,
or the rellef ecrmmodily Lists. &5 one bine the JTL and YA

rolls wore reduced shoxply becouse of the oumber of non-ineri-
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can citizens bthat were denied relief. At any rate, the rolls
of the rsllef dependents are much larger than they shounld bo.
nith such a large per cent of Mexlcans dependent upon the
relief agoneies, it is only logical to belleve that there
i3 comething fundamentally in need of careful study.

such impoverished conditiona have driven these peaple
to geek the cheapest means of 1iving and of self malintenance.
Chief smong the necessities looked for in the cheap marlket
i3 the house. Since the lexicans have no assurance of geb-
ting sufficlent wages to vent good houses, they must rent
thoge that fall within their mesans. But although the housea
are chesp-looking and in poor condition, the rents are high
in comparison to the conditions of the houses and the wapges
of the occupanitsa.

| It is only pubtbing it mildly when one says that the

houging aunditions, on bthe average,of the lexicans 1ln San
arcos are bad. One look at these antiyuated, rotten, tum-
bling shacks is enough to reulize that some of them are not
fit to be used sz stables for animalu. It was found in the
study made of the socisl sand economic sonditions of the
Mexicang in osn ilarcos, that the greater part of the rent
houses are very old; that they have been allowed +0 become
dilapidated and run down; and that the owners feel that they
cannot afford to repalr these houses without railuing the
rents. A great many of these houses have been gbanding wo

long that the foundation blocks have sunk or have rotted
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away, leaving the house off level or setting flat on the
ground. This condition does not allow ventilation to pene~
trate voder the house, and as a8 result the ground under the
house is ususlly damp snd is & source of sickness.

The Toofs of the mejority of these houses are of shing-
leg, but the rain and the wind have taken their %oll of the
shingles with the result that hbles in the roof sre numer-
ous and gnite evident, In several cases where the houses
have no ceiling, the rays of the sun coming in through the .
holes in the roof are sufficient to light up the house
without the need of doors and windows. In case of rain
these holes in the roof are responsible for the leaks that
put the household in an uproar trying t0 move the furniiure
#0 that it will not get web. Some of the owners of these
houses have gzone to the trouble of nailing corrugated iron
pheets over these shingle roofs, bubt since these are 014
sheets full of holes made by & previonsg nailing, the large
majority of the holes are in evidence though a few are atop-
ped.

Another fact concerning these houses is that they are
practically all single-walled, and in eight out ten cages
these walls are elither warped and coracked, or the stripping
has fallen off. This condition is due to the age of the
houses and to the f£ailure to protect them from the ravages
of time and weather with & coat of paint. Many of the fomj.

liesg have tried to patch up these cracks with pleceu of tin
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and boards that they are able to pick up. The sides of some
of these houses look like the patch-~work of guilis. A coat
of even the cheapest paint would go & long way in proteci~
ing the house, in helping its sppearance, aad in stopping
numberless cracks and erevices 4in the walls, but the truth
is that approximately nine-~tenths of the houses oecuplied by
tiexican tenants are in groat need of painting, and eight
out of these nine~tenths have never been painted.

As mentioned before in connection with the roofing,
there are quite a number of houses without 2 celling of any
kind. This works & hardshlp on the inhabitants of the house
hecause of the particles of dust apd sand that are able to
come through the holes of the roofs and bthe opern spots in
the joints. The same con be said of the floors. The cracks
and holss in the flcors of some of the houses are dsngerous,
aside from the FTact thot they are inlebts of dust and trash.
Thegse holes awye often stoppred up with pleces of tin that are
nailed over them, with bthe rewnlt that they are often the
cause of nasty cuts on the feet of barefoot children. An-
other gscurce of sorrow for these members of the barefoot
order are the splintery floors that so typical of thease old
weatherbeaten houses. The porches of these houses are often
nissing entirely; in some instances they are about Ho fail
down; the uprighta ore missing or rotted sway; ithe roof of
the poreh 1s full of holes; and the flooring is robten en-
tirely or in the meim places of usage. The steps are rotten

or misging and in their places are found boxes or rocks.



Thease two substitutes for steps have often been the caunge
of serious sccidents.

| The doors and windows of many of these homes are Just
gguare holes in the walis with poor imitation of doors snd
windows. In mény cases the doors and windows 4o not even
have frﬁmes. In some the doors cannot be locked bosause
there are no fagteners except & wooden latch from the in~
side., Inalde doors seem to be an almost“ﬁeard of thing in
the houses rented by bthe lexicans. The windows often lack
having all the panes, and on & reiny day and Ain winter, one
may seeo newsparers, pleges of cardbosrd, and even rags take
ing the pluce of missing or broken pleces of window panag,
These missing or broken window panes are sources of suffer-
ing for the tenants in case of rain or colds 34111 another
necesglty thed is missing in a majority of the houses ig
screens. Few, indeed, are the houses that con boast of ade~
guate screens for doorz and windows, and oub of these few
the majority are not rental houses bub privately owned
homes, In most coses, those rental houses that do have
sereens have only old and torn onedg.

Added to the defects of these houses, the mujority of
which are shacks, 1s the fact thet they are uaually in gone
gested areass and often in the least desirable locations of
the town, where it is hard to get the benefits of paved
streets, of modern improvements, proper sanitary facilities,
and proper lagpection. In dan Hiarcos thia iz sapesially

true of those housoesn along Yrurgatory Creek by the 011 Mill,
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“he families living in this neighborhood are often isolated
when it reins because of the mud that mskes passage impog-
gible. These people are unable to have the conveniences e~
joyed by other families in other parts of the town. The
ggme lg trus of the neighborhood close to the river and 1y~
ing bpetween the Inbernational Grest Worthern and the 7isw-
gsourl “anses end Texas railroad bdbridges. Here, as in the
Furgatory Creek neighborhcoed, the families must do without
geveral convenlences.

0f the two hundred femilies that were studied, it was
Tound that the average glze house is of three rooms. It was
family of six. A family with a three room house can boast of
a kitchen, a bedroom, and & living room, but often, in the
case of & large family, the whole house ig converked 1lntc o
dormitery at night. All the cots and beds that are eavailable
are used and the rest of the family sleeps on the floor. The
aggregate total of percsons comsidered in +the study was 857.
These 8iY persons, including nen, women snd children, are
housed in an sgeregate tosal of 549 roomg, 265 of which are
designated as bhedrooms. To accomodate 857 bersons in £65
bedrooms reyuires an averape of four rersonsg to the bedroom,

There are several familiew with houses large onouph
and ample encugh to agcomodate the fomily sdequately. It is
theae larger homes that raise the average size of the home

of lexiecans to three rooms., A great number of Tfamilies live

45440
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in one and two-room houses oy shacks. .nowing that the avelr-
age loxican family of San iarcos is six, one may wonder how

they ean live in the:e smell shacks. 35111 another astound~

per month, exclusive of utilisies, Phis is 2 high veni per
month in view of the locations,conditions and facilitlies or
conveniences of the howses, and the economie conditions of
the families. How ofben is heard:
Ve ave Foreced, many times, o go hungry and

ragged %o pay our rent so that we mey mot be forced

to vecete the house.
Then again is heayd:

We know the house 1s in bed condition but

the owner will not f£ix it up. He says that it

costs too much and that we do not pay enocugh

rent. We have often thought of moving but the

rents are all about the game, and the conditiona

of the houses are bad also.

some of the families live in & oune~room house, The
agize of these one-room houses i3 approximetely 10 x 12 feedb
and must serve the family as a kitchen, bedroom, living
room, dining room, and bathroom. There is zoom for only one
bed which together with the other pleces of furniture crowd
the room Lo capaclity, leaving little or no room for the
family to move aboubt. It is hard for even one person Hto live
in such crowded conditions, yet this study rovealed the
fact bthat there were two families of elght persons, one
fenily of six, three families of five, and one family of
four living In one~room houses. Clearly these families cane

not manage to live in & one~room house, under such crowded



conditlong, and still meintain fairly decent health. In
many csges the peorle living in these shacks are not able
to ﬁay or bharely able to menage to obbtain the weekly rent.
Tne of these caow:s ia a widow with five children Ho00
young to helyp in any way. She is dependent upon the relief
office for her food and the few clothes with which she
feeda and clothes her children and herself. henever posg-
gible, she works wherever she can in order to pay her
monthly rent of one dollar, =nd to get whatever necessitiss
the relief offlece fails to lazasuwe or is unable to issgue. It
i3 indeed & pity t0 see these poor undernourished tots look
up with those sad friendly eyes and helf $imid smiles, so
that one is able ¢ read the hunger and the want thot are
evident there.
Ancther pitiful case is that of an 0ld couple living
in their huomble one-room zhagk. They are to0 ﬁlmid and bhash-
ful to agk for rellef, yet their plight is ssd. The old man
hag tried to get work, but he is too old o do anything. It
takes all of his strength To move about, yet he is willing
to spend his last ounce of strength to earn what little he
cen get. He often poes out to try snd secure whatever he can
in the way of food. During these oxocursions, his mate site
worriedly at home praying that her husbend mipght roturn
home gafely even if empty-hended. It was bitter to lisben to
the sad story of this old couple and to see the gonulne

tears that spreng to their eyes as they t0ld of their condi-
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tiong.

6111 snother typlceal example of the comditions of &
oﬁe»room houase and of its occupants is thet of two 6ld men
1living in such & house. The roof of the shack looks like &
srogs~-word puzzle, with all the tin potching that it has,
The walls ave warped and cracked with bhree-fourths of the
strips gons leaving cracks the helghth of the house. These
cracks have heen partially covered over with tin strips and
gardboard. The boxing of the shack is ectuelly sehiing on
the ground with the walls &t about & seventy degree angle
with reference fo Shoe ground. The shsek is about to tumble
over and thes: two 0ld mem sre in dangexr of belng crushed
to death unexpectedly. Still, they are unable o move; where
gould they got They have no money, no work asnd no one to look
after them. The one door and one wiadew can hardly be call-
ed by those words. Tho window, which Joz2 not hove 2 zingle
glass pane, 1s covered over with pleces of corddoard, tin,
0T puper. ine door is an atrocicus thing of itins, cardbosrd
and cloth w;th.ﬂﬂ door nobs or latceh of any kind. Thore 1a
ne ceiling and the floor is the earth itself. Two wocden
cots, an old wood stove, © box for a cupboard, ond o amall
table comprise the furuniiture. The river neorbdby furnishes
the drinking and bathing facilitieg.

These are exbremely baed ecagss of houvging, bdub the G@w
tounding truth is that the majority of these one and two-

room houses are not far from being almogt identical in con-



17

ditlon. In feeb several of the larger houses are in about
the same bad condibions, comporsbtlively. |

Another astorishing fact is the small minority of home
owners. Out of the number of fomlliss studied there were only
fifby~three home ownera, while the rest were tenants or care-
takern, This situation of the small number ¢f properiied
fexicoans in San larcos does not coincide with the thilosophy
of Reverend Francls Hans as expressed in his Jights and

Vrongs gg-xﬁ&ustry, In this phamphlet he says:

The right to own private property has been

0 man by nature or rather by the Creator Himself,

not only in order that individuals mey be able o

provide for thelr own needs and those of thelr

- families, but also that by mesns of 1+, the goods

witich the Creator has destined for the human race

may truly serve this purpose. ¥

I% is smong these property owners of Dan Marcos thet
one ia able to ges the betber homes and the detber living
conditions, The reascn or reasons nay be thut these geople
take more pride in building up what i3 their own; it may be
that they are sble to mortgage their nonmes to bulld them up
or to repsir them; or it may Le bhet the mousy bthey would
apend foxy rent is ecmployed in Vixiug tho houvse or irn improv-
ing the comdition of Lhe fuwily. Uhichever the reagons may

be, bthis better coandition of progertied luxleans ls strong

7. Haas, PFrancis, Rights and Yrongs in Industry, p.13.
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and economic conditions. Or should general "propertying” of
the unpropertied be too idealistic, then decent low-~rent
housing should be provided for them so that they can strive
to live mp to the standards of thelr surroundings.

One thing muat be sald aboubt the houses and yards of .
thege lexicen femilies and that ig that, in sapite of the
conditions of the house or of the family, thess are kept,
on the whole, very clean. There are, of course, some exXgep-
tions; but the majority of the cames proved beyond a doubtd
that these lexican Tamilies are clean and wish to live so.
This alao goes to show that the state of bad conditions and
not the lack of willingness to live better has kept the
lexicans in San Harcos from galining a higher level of socilal
and econonic living.

such, then, ig the picture of the housing comditions
of Kaxiéans in 3an HMarcos , s picture that calls for mesagures
to be taken in devising means for inmproving the condlblions.
Impetus for the improving of such conditions should he
given authorities through the Inowledge of the fact that
the effects of bad housing can be measured directly in terms
of the general welfare. One can gee how it lessens indus-
trial efficlency, encourages inferior citizenship, lowers
the standards of famlly life end deprives the people of
ressonaeble comfort, In crowded conditions such as mey be

geen in some 0f these houses, the individuslity of the femily



19

1life 1o threatened and there iz conatituted a definite
hazard to the morals of the young. "inally ome iz able to
see the direct relationships between poor housing and poor
health, and between poor housing and crime.

Close upon the heels of the housing problem, and for
seversl resasons,should come & discussion of the convenlences
‘which the llexicans of san ¥arcos enjoy or fail o enjoy.
Viost of these conveniences should be furnished by the house
glthough a few must be furnished by the families that rent
" the houses. These were &% one ftime known ag luxzuries and
taxed a&s such, but the change of time and gltuvations have
caused & change in the attitude toward them. They are no
longer regarded ag luxuries that people can do without, but
as necessities in goclety’s dally life.

As to the reasons for the fallure of the majority of
the ilexicans of San lMaycop to make use of these conveniences,
one m&y name two or three. Chief among these is the lack of
the essential conveniences In the houses ronted to lexicans,
Such egsentials would inclnde running water, bathrooms,
sewerage, Tines for wood stoves and heaters, snd wiring for
electric lighting. 4inother reason for the feilure of Mexicans
in Jan Harcos to enjoy several convenlences is the economic
gitvation in general. The amount and unreliability of wages
plug the higher prices and often exorbiltant prices and terms
of purchase render these people unable to pay for the conve-
niences they need. & third, is the ignorance of several of

these Ffamilies asg to the use, purposes and benefits of these
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conveniences: there has grown up & resigned indifference
towards the posaibility or impossibility of acyulring them.
A8 a reason for this resismed pessiveness one may say that
these people have the inherent racisl characteristic of
being patient and long suffering. One may still further
wonder how these bad conditions have existed so long without
their being realized before. :

It was found that only sixty-two Hexican homes have
electricity. In contrast to this very smell nomber of homes
with electricity were the one hundred twenty~three homes
lighted by kerosene lampg. Electricity is no longer an ex-
pensive luxury; it is an inexpensive necessity made to come
within the means of the greatest majority. The reducged ?atea
of electricity make it cheaper, in the long run, than the
0il lamps with their wear and tear of chimmeys and wicks and
the cost of kerosene. Fallure of owners of houses to have
them properly wired for electricity and the finencial inabi-
1lity of the familiea to have it done have been the reasons
for the lack of electricity in many homes. To this may be
added the refusal of the elechric company to sxbtend 1ts
lines to these neighborhooda.

Other interesting facts found were that there are only
thirteen shower bathy among the lexicans in 3&n Jarcos. Some
of these showers are makeshift affairs with & rubber hose
conngcted from tie yard hydrant to the little room that serv-

eg a3 & bathroom. Three homes wers found that heve bathtubs,
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1d 3ix homes had sewerage. All the rest of the familliesg use

w regular washtub for bathing while some who live by the
river make use of it for bathing purposes. Zxcept for the
six homes that have sewerage, all the homes have backyard
houses. Some of these backysrd houses are used by two or
more families, and in casesy where the yards are small, the
1ittle housesg are aengested'together causlng unpleagant and
unaanit&ry conditions, Concerning drinking water, it was
found that fwenﬁywsix families get their water from wells,
'four got theirs from the river, snd the rest from hydrauts,
Y¥ith the number of possibilities of conbtaminetion of wells
and the possibilities of pathogenic bacteris in the river,
one i3 able to see that these sources of drinking water axve
unsanitary . The only sanitary'means of getting purs water
iz by means of the hydrants, but in cases where one hydrant
serves three or more families the degreeo of sanitatlon is
leasened.

Further lnvestigation revealed that theroe were sixty-
eight radios in as many homes. The homes with electricity
contained electrisc radioa and the rest have dry cell radios.
Out of seventy-two homes with refrigeration only two hed
goolerators while the rest use ice in ice boxes, However,
fifty out of these seventy families with ice boxes use iece
only when they can afford it, snd this hsppens only once in
a while to & great number of familios.

As to cooking and heating equipement it was found that
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there were five 01l hesters, Tour soy henters, two coul
henters, and the rest were wood heaters or rather woold supe-
plled the hest but not necesssrily from o hestere 4 preat
number of homes 4id not have & hester of nny kind. The warne
th of the hounse deyends npon the hest given cut by the cook
st0ove. In o Low cases the hesd came from live coels paf inte
B tub or & large psn mnd placed in the middle of the room.
This means Qf'h?&tinﬁ has often been the cauvuse of fires, uvle
though thess f&é&liﬁa are sc careful sbout {irves thut the
fire rate among the Jexlcons is lower then thet cmong the
Sngligheaposizing portion of the populaticn. 23 to the cook
atoves theove were dwonty-eirht oll stoves, oix pas stoves,
nd ene handred Tifty-thres wood stoves.

Hgwspapers are elther too ezpensive for these people
or olse Lthe mews doos noh loberest thenm, for cnly thirtye
one homes roecelved 2 4ally nevapaper. & few homos Taecived
weerly or monthly mapazines ov pericdicals of some type,

-

mainly dencminstlonal or frotornal.

4

Among these peoyle wore Lfound Lorty-Live cor ovwhers
snd elght truek ownovsg. some of these sars and bruelks sro
n&ﬁ'heing vaad begonss Lthese peorle are not able do by the
liconsess

Frowledge volabive. bo ﬁ@&lth gonditions cin be gathered
esally from the vwell set implicatlons teken from the dise
cuzsions of other vphases of the piudy. Sfecording to the ine
formation getherod in this aurvey, bthe healib of the peoprle

15 good in the majority of cases. How thisz cen be possibly
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true under the conditions in which they live is perhaps
answerable in one word, sturdiness. They are bound to be
sﬁurdy'or»they could not stand under the laghings of theixr
conditions., However, this sturdiness 1s slowly wasted a-
way through mmdernourishment and exposure with tﬁe result
that they bscome eanlly suscerptihle to sickness and in their
@eakéned condition the end is inevitable. To this faet is
added the belated medical breatment or the failure to get
medical aid because of the lack of money. Often ﬁoctoré
have refused to respond because the people said they counld
not pay the money right away.
| As t0 heslth conditions in +the gurroundings of Hexicans,
it was found that the lack of sanitary conveniences plua‘
lack of precautlon and sdeguate supervision has created «
rrecarious situation. The bunching of backysrd houses, ilae
lack of aflequate screens for the houses, the filth of the
locations of the mejority of these houses rmke health cone
ditlons terrible. In one rarticular locstiom the proximity
~of Purgatory COreek, with stagnant water ot times, creates
o dangerous situation that endangers not Only the Ilexicans
living in this neighborhood but the rest of the town as
wells Then, of couruwe, there lg the metter of drinking
water; the matter of ovércrowded conditions, and of general
unsanitary conditions.

The diet of the ilexicans of 3an lereos, is most com-

monly made up of beans, pohat and coffee. 4t
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times there may be & little bacon, perper sauce, zome SYTRP,
and even some butter..mo consideration is given the relatlive
values of various foods or the balancing of meels. They eat
what they can get the most of et the cheapest prices, The
failure to heed the values of the different foods is due %o
ignorence of the subjeet and to the inability, finencially,
to purchase the foods with the negessary food values,

The consumpbtion of bread among the ‘lexicans i3 enor-
mous., some light bread from_the bakery iz used, but the
graater portion of the bread consumed is made at home in
the form of tortillas, biscuits and round bread, all made
Trom wheat flour. They also eat corn tortillas made from
boiled corn that is ground and made into dough; and bread
mede from corn meal.

Beans are prepared in the several different ways that
only Yexicen people can prepare them, while the potatoes
are fried, bolled, or coocked in soup fashion. Bacon ia at
times added to the bolled beuns or cooked separately wibh
hot red or green pepper gauce and fomatoes. Hice is used to
3upp1emenkrthe beeng, as well a3 vermecilli and mscaroni.

foffee is the maln beverage of the meal, with some tea
or milk in a few homes. Tho coffee is usnally mede atrong
and in many instances taken without sugar or milk,

Syrup or molagses laz sometimes evident on the ftable as
a dessert. Other articles of food may be in the diet when-

ever financisl clircumstances permit 1t. Among bthese may be
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insluded meat, sone frﬁi% and vegotubles, bulbter, egfa, olc.

“ith the dependence uvf & larpe part of the famlllies of
tho Texicans on the cormodidsy 1ista of the rellef office
for food, one findas in thelr homes oatmeal, dried prunes,
ralslngy, tomatoes, buttor, o 1itsle Tropld znd canned goods
fTrom the cannery. Howsver, sone of these grticlessdro nok
always plven aor iz the guentity Tor some of these femilies
anfficlent %o ftuke care of thom. Terhars IT the investigses-
tiong and supervislon of the relied coses were a blt more
thorough and Lmpardial, the 4i-tridbubion of cormodisles
wonld be wore uniform and ede uate.

Ttk the sdvansencnt of the education of lexlicen girls,
espocially In home economies, und Hhe enployment of exicen
girls as housenalds in Anglo-Anerlenn homes, there 1ls develop-
iang & sonaclousness of food veluwes, of food uslity, and of
food verlety and proeraruetion. The consclunsnesy of theae
things ig o preat stop toverds the betberment of these
peopla.

The attitude of the Texiecuns of Jon Thnreos toveris edge
entlion and the current soclal standinga iz cbout the same ag
for the TUexicun populatlon In senersl. They belleve on edu-
cation to be the mowt lmportant soel of progress that tho
Crestor has given to mankind. They belleve an sducdiion has
the pover Lo 1104 thon out of the situstlen in which they
Find thonsvelven. They con see bhe changos that come over

those loxican boys snd girls who have been able to soguire
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an education., They edmire the esase of aciion, of apeech, and
of menners, as well as the broadness of mind, the resource-
fulness and the initiativeness that comes with education.
Thoy aee4and reelize the fact that sducation tends to lower
and nltimately %o remove all barriers of closs conflict and
racial prejudice. They can readlly see all the advantsges
snd bensfite of an edueation, snd they sacrifice themselves
to pgive their chilidren educational opportunitien, However,
when economic conditions impose themselves upon these people
there is nothing they can do but to respond %o their im-
mediate needs at the oxpense of the education of their
children. It is & gross error to suppose that llexicans do
not care whether they are eduvcated or not; that they are
conbtent to live In filth and poverty 21l of their lives.
3ugh sassumptions are based on ignorance of conditions of

the Mexicans.

The exigbent social standings are no more iln accordance
with the llexican's ideal than with the one held by socieby
in general. Those MNexicans who have had the orportunity of
observing better moons and conditions of living, the bene-

- £ibs of cducation, the benefits of associstion with persons
of higher levels or in betber conditions of 1ife, the bene-
fits of better wages, better housineg and bhetier health con=
ditions, in San Antonio and other cities, sre tired of this
goclal ebunding, They want opportunitics and outlets for

thedir childwren and for themselves. They wish to prove that

they,b00, are capsble of sppreciating the benefita of a
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higher social and scononle stabtuz and of maklng thelr con-
tribution thereto; that they are able to step into this
vole of better couditlions and carry it through as well as
any one else,

degardless of how well lexican people compare with

Anglo-Americans in lutelligence or in neatness, they find

pau

thenselves at o disadventoge boecause of o discrininsitory
atbltude. This attitude i evident in 8ll all »laces of
business in Jan llarcos, snd outright discrizination is
carried out in sume cafes aud confechioneries where exi~
cons are refuged service. In facel once or two nlaces even
regent having o Hexican cowme in to buy an ariticle to take
out. The theatres of san arcow have had a diseriminatory
attitude, ond in several cases have openly discriminsted
agelnet Hexican boys and givls. Hoﬁevar, the fendency, 50~
doy, 1o towardy & more btactful dizecrimination only wherever
it 13 necessary. The bathing resorts and obher public places
are not open to Mexicans; nor can 2 lodge bullding such as
the Lmerican Legion Hall of son largos be used by the Jlexi-
cang for dances. The Legion Hall has been refused the Hexi-
can boys of Son Marcos with the simple statement that Vexi-
cens cammod use it. That is atrange indeed, because some of
theae hoys may be gvona of the MNoxicans who were soldliers of
the United States and save their lives so that these YWorld
War veberans could gsafely return to this country to build

thelr legion hall. The irony of it all is that ilexicans in
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seneral are judged by the sebions of 2 very small minoritye
This smwall minority cennot de expected to aspire snd work
towsrds & higher plene of living 1f they see that the lot of
those who have tried to acquire this higher level 1s the
© aame 28 thelrs: if they see thet diserimination snd antagon-
ism agzinst these aspirines people is still very much in evi-
dence. They are ahble 1o see cages iﬁ which partial diseri-
minstion 1lg Justified, snd are willing to make allowances
for it, but open discrimination end antagonism in genersal
for no justifiable reason violates their sense of juatice
and gives imrebus to theif bitterness toward social condi-

tion=.
2. Fecononmia

The econcmlic conditions of the Mexicans of Zan Marcos
are 30 piltifully low, with such grest rnvrbors of men, women
and children dependent on the YEA snd YL grencie~ ot the
federal government’s emergency measvres: with a large number
enemployred or with only cdd Jeba: and with such a gmall num-
ber of men with 3teady Jjobs. It wasz found through the study
made, that the yearly income of esach family is 350 measer as
to make it impossible to subsist except under the most ex-
treme clircumstances as is the case with these fenmilies. The
following Informeiion was taken from the study made, and the

averages glven are roughly made but they serve to glve an
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idea of the approximate yearly incomes of these families:
Approximate average yearly income of UrA
workers, providing they work twelve months of
the year, is 7450.00.
Approximate average yearly income of HYA
workers, provided they work twelve months of
the year, is .272.00.

Approximate averagse yearly‘income of those
engaged in steady private employment is [600.00.

Approximate average yearly income of those
engaged in odd jobs is unreliable because of the
uncertainty of the neture of the job, the time,
and the wages.

The types of work that these people engage In are varied.
For instance, 1t was found that there are f£ive men employed
by the Teschsrs College as Jjaniters and truck drivers:; ele-
ven are employsd as clerks and handy men in grocery, dxry
goods, auto, and drug stores and confectioneries; thirteen
are employed as painters, car washers, attedsnts, and car
gelesmen: nine are preésera or cleaners in tailor shops; ten
are in cafes as cooks, dishwashers, or bhoth; seven are work-
for the city department ag truck drivers, street asweepers,
or laborers; two are employed by blacksmith shops; one is a
Jestern Union messenger boy; one is a hotel messenger boy:
one is employed by the 0il IM1ll as truck driver and night
watchman:; one is & moving picture machine opérator and jani-
tor; and one 1s a bank janitor. From the number left the
federal governument takes caie of eighty-one in some work of

the WPA ar the HYA, while twenty-one are storekeepers, cafe

owners, filling station opsrators, barbers, or shoe shop
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owners. Two were found to be insurance salesmen, while forty-
geven were Ffound to be working at odd jobs that they could
find. These jobs included yard cleaning, part times work in
the street department, cutting cedar, selling wood, digging
post holes,and various other little jobs. Last of all it
was found that there were forby-six persons unemployed of
which eleven were women. Among these people were found
brick and stone masons, linocleum layers, carpenters, farmers,
geamstresses, cooks, painters, mechanics, musicians, bakers,
end reliable handy men.

The worizing conditions, on the whole, are falr. Only
in a few cases are conditions such as to cause unfevorable
comment. The only unfavorable corments audible are those
concerning hours and incomes. Such statements as the follow-
ing are common:

I like ay work very nmuch. 'y bosa is very
nice, but he says that times are hard and that
he cammot pay me any more.

Oh, the pay is foir but the hours are too
long.

I am forced to do bthe work of three men
and the pay is barely enough to live on.

The lady that I work for wants me to clean
her house, eook her dinner and supger, do her
washing and ironing, and teke ecare of her baby.
And a1l that she pays me is £3.00 a week. ihe
gays that she can get 2ll the girls she wants
at that salary.

The incomes of the VLKA employees range from [18.00 %o
40430 per month: those of the WYA boys from 12,10 to

#14.40. The incomes of those engaged in other work beside
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UYA or HYA range from (12,00 to [75.00 per month., The large
number of persons who work at cdd jobs have = range of from
300 or 4.00 to 12400 or {14.00 per month., With wages so0
low, i% is diffieult for a family to masnage for food, clothes,
rent, ntilities, medicsl service, and other necessities. It
is impossible with such income to meintain a satisfactory
standard of living.

The hours these people work are so indefinite, when one
has taken into considerstion these people with odd Jobs, that
it is hard to debermine a falrly sccursbe average number of
hours worked deily, weekly, or mombthly. However, it is fair-
ly accurate to say that WPA and NYA employees work about 120
hours monthly, and all other persons engaged in steady Jjobs
have hours renging from eight to fourteon per day with six
to seven~.doy weeks. lany of the women have three to eight
hour days with slx to seven-day weeks. The hourg of the odd-
job men may range from a fe. winnbes to Hen or more hours a
'day.

Thus 1t can be seen in the figures and other information
presented in thils chapber, that the conditions of lexicang
of San lMaycoa is worthy of investigation with the unselfish
motive of btrying to.find some sort of plan for the release -
of these people from that bondage to & low gocial and eco-~
nomic statud. This is not & job for the government alone,
but it iz a Job for the govoermmeant, the llexican peocple, and

the rest of the community. All partles concerned will bene=-
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fit considerably. The government will preserve i1ts life
through the acquigition of more loyal and sbaunch citizans;
the Illexican people will benefit in the raising of their
soelal and economic status: snd the rest of society will
benefit through a greater unifiesbion within itself, through

& more dependnble interdependence.
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CEAYTER TII
PELAZIUG OF THE CONDITIONS OF THRE NEXNICAWS OF 3AN TARCOS

OF THE BDUCGATION OF THEIR CHILDREN

i%h such an economic and social status of his people,
&8 indiconted above, it 1z gmall wonder that the Ilexican
child finds it so hard to attend school regularly; to start
school on the first day: to continue his studies through
hirh school and college if possible: to advance rapidly in
hia studiesj and. to be the enthusiastic and ambitious po-
tontial citizen that he shbuld be. There are 8o many
reagong for the low status of the education of 'exican
children in Sﬁn Harcos, and they are nearly all traceable
to the social and sconomic conditions of the lexicans of
San Jarcoie. |

Tor the irregulsr atbendsnce of the lexican children
in school one can find any number of reesons., 1t may be due,
g is the case with the msjority, to & lask of suitable
clothing. And by suitable clcthing is noet meant the regular
"dress-up” kind, but Just bthe ordinary work clothes. This
lack of clothing works = great handicap, sspecially in wine-
ter. How can theze children g0 to school with thin scanty
clothing and shoes without socles, or mors often without
ahoeg? How can they be expected to stend the cold blasts of
the wind or the slaching of the cold rain on their thin un-~

dernourished bodies with only thin worn out garments to
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protect them. And those that brave the elements of nature
for the love of an education, what chance have they, with
their weakened bodies, to combat sickness as & result of
exposure. “ith such facts in mind the parents of these
children are not to be blamed for not wishing to gamble
the heslth of these children, nor are the children them-
gelves to be blamed for not wishing to risk their health.
These children end the parents of these ehildren realize the
value of an education; realize that upon acyulring an c¢du-
eation depends their emancipation from & status that keeps
them at the hottom of the social ladder; but at the same
time they believe the chanee of illness or poor health is
too gresat & price to pay for education.

It is a well known fact that the enrollment of 'exican
chlldren in school during the first two or three months and
during the lagt few weeks of school i3 very low. This ls
due to the lack of local Jobs for the heads of fexican
families and the need of following seagonal or periodic
Jobs. Chief among these seasonal occupations are the cotton
hoeing and pleking, spinach cutting, and recently beet
planting and harvesting.

The first lap of this periodic occupations hunt begins
with the cotton hoeing te be found around Corpus Christi,
Taft, Lobstown, Taylor, etc. This takes in part of the
gpring and sarly summer. August and September f£ind the

families going out by the bruckloads to the cotton fields
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in Corypus Christi, Taft, Rebstown, Beeville, Taylor, etc.
“ith the termination of the cotton plcking sromnd these
parts of the state, the families return to 3an llarcos to
prepars for the next lsp that will take them wesat and north-
waest to late cotton regloms. This lap keeps them away from
3an larcos till sbout Christmas snd even later. This lap %o
the west finds the children on their way awny from sdan lare-
cos towards the cotton fields at the time the aschools are
being opened, During thege excursioms the famllies auffer
untold hardships and the pay ig very small, but even thus
they are able to at least make thelr living,

Those fumilies that sre not on the cotton fields hoeing
talkke their leave of San larcos and go to Cryatal City and
surrounding country for the spinach crop. Here again the
conditions are very much the same as in the cotton industry.

In the last five or six years great numbers of families
have started excursions to the best fields of lilchigsn and
Mnnesota. They.are herded like cattle into trucks that
tranaport them to those fields. l'any of these people go out
to these fields loug before they are able to begin work.
This is due to the fact that the owners of the fields are
willing %o advance money to these people 10 supply theme
gelves with food. They are forced to live in tents, to suf-
fer intense colds and hardships, but even so they are able
to eke out a living, Their argument for going is that in

gpite of the hardships of these excursiona, they are able
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at least o garner enoush food to kesp going; a thing they
could not do by staying in San ilarcos.

One may often wonder why these heads of families will
take their families on such excursions, but upon tsking cog-
nizance of the situation one disccvers the reasaon. The fi-
nancial condition of these families is such that the work-
ing men are not able to go by themselves while their chile
dren are left at home with their mothers in orxrdsr to attend
school. They are not able to maintaln their household while
eway working because of the small pay and the need for eco~
nomy in order to have something to last throughout the year.
In view of this fact the whole family goes out to work with
the result that only . & small part of the achool year is a-
vailable to the Hexlican children. It is withiﬁ thia small
part of the yesr that the Fexican child 1z able to attend
gchool and tries to achieve what is ordinarily the task of
nine months of schools

The brevity of the aveailable school term plus the ir=-
regularity of attendance, due to reasons stated above, plus
the language handicap and lack of an understanding of condie-
tionag ceause the slugglshness in school, Frobably no one slse
under the same conditions and the same handicaps could ad-
vance any faster. As a matter of fact, the advancement of
these children, in apite of the slowness, is indeed very re-

markable and meritorious of praise.

It 18 smsll wonder that these children who sre retarded



or who advance so slowly become dizgusbted and discouraged.
They are too young to reeslize that it iz not their fault,
thelr parents'fault, but that they are the vietims of an
ignorance of conditions on the part of those people who can
do something to remedy the situation. Those children who
ontgrow their grades and their classmates are ashsmed to
attend school and are torn between the desire to learn and
the idea that they are grown and therefore duty bound to
do what they can to help to improve the lot of their fami-
lies. How often these children, meny of them with brilliant
minds and great possibilies, have had to leave school even
before they had & chance to complete +the elementary school.
Today with the opporbunities for llexiecan children to
go on bthrough the whole school system without disceriminsa~
tions to vother him, one finds an incresse in the segondary
dep&rtmeﬁt of the schools. However, this is g vwiy iec@nt-
turp-of-eventa, It may be of interest to the reader to
learn that at one time not one dexican c¢hild was allowed to
enter the c¢ity schools of Ban llarcos. These children had to
go out of the city limits into the country schools to ac-
juilre the education they wanted. Hlore interesting still is
the fact that not one ilexlicen child had graduated from the
3an Larcos High i3chool befofe i951, and that i1t was 1934
before a Lexicun student from Jun lmrecos acguired a degree
from this college.

From the informgtion taken from the survey of lexican



families in San HNarcos, it was found that there were 616
children including meles and females. Out of this number
there were found to be 211 children in school, eleven were
employed in some type of work, while the rest were either
too young to be in school or were staying out of achool with
no specific work to do; their only hope lying in shining
shoes at two cents & pesir, In running errands, or in getting
any chores possible,

The ages of the male and female children in school
ranged from six to eiphteen yeard. The average ags for mais
school children was found to be at 1l.15 years, while that
of the female children in school was found to be at 10.06
years. The average grade for these male children, teken from
a resnge of from grades one to nine, was found tc be three,
while the average grade for female chil&ren,takén from a
range of from grades one to ten, was found to be two. The
difference in grades of these children 1s just contrary to
situationa usually Pound. In most cnses the female children
are much younger and more advanced in grade standings than
the male children. The reasons that can be advanced for this
unusual situation among theae children in the survey are,
‘first, that the boys are older, and, second, thet they are
able to attend school more regularly then the girls. Lexican
parents are very particular as to the dress of thelr girlas,
They may stand for thelr boys to gov aboub on the streets

with torn or patched up trousers or shirts, but they will



not allow their girls %o go out in public with torn or
patcehed clothes. Terhaps this comes from the lexican's
high regard for the femininity, chastity, and self-reaspect
of & woman.

Langnage hendlicaps, unfamilisrity with objects, and
the timidity of these children have caused the lowering of
averages for llexican ehildrén, and the rise of the idea
that Mexlcan children fall below the average of other white
children in school. Lisny teachers working with these chil-
dren testify to the facet that llexican children are up to
the average of other white children, and not below as hasg
been stated over and over. 8 One of these teachers is I'rs.
J.T, Taylor of Harlingen who says:

Dufing gixteen years of experience as &

teacher, it has been my privilege to deal with

three separate and distinet nationzlitiea; Ling-

lish, French, and Spenich. This has been done

interchangeably, giving me & chance bto study

them by comparison. It has been my observation

that there 1s not & great deal of difference

in these shlldren. They have the game deaires,

impulses, and ambitions. They regct to the same

gtimull in sbout the same manpner when adminis-~
tered undor similar conditions. 9

~exican children sre, on the whole, talented and hard-
working, but they are practical minded and more inclined

towards those things whose results may be viewed with the

8¢ Tersonsl interviews with teacheors of lexican schools
in different sections of the state.

Y. Taylor, J.T.,"The Americanization of Harlingen's
exioan School Fopulation, Texas Qublook, Vol. 18, pp.37-38.
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eye, rather than towards those things that are theoretical
and do not mean a thing unless there has been close associa~
tion. These liexican children are guick to lsarn to execute
demonatrative activitles in the classroom or on the play-
ground. They pay c¢lose attention to all details go that
they will not be embarressed through mistakes, for an em=-
barresged liexican becomes too self consclous apd as a re-
sult is unable to accomplish anybthing.

With the increasing number of lexican students continu-
ing their education through high school and even through
the college, one i3 able to see that the failure to accomp-
lish this step before wag not due to & status of below-aver-
age lntelligence but to & failure to equalize opportunities.
These same Mexican students are among the upper half of the
scholastic standings in thelr schocls in competition with
other white children. If this is the case, can there be any
doubt az to the posaibilities of their achievements in
gchool and thelr subsequent development into good loyal

cltizens®



CHAERER 1V
A TROFOSED ELAN FOR BETTER HOUSING OF THE PROFERTIED
AL UNZROPERTIED MEXYICANS OF SAN IARCOS

1, Federal Aid in the Establishment of sanitary
Low=Iient Housging Frojscts

The United States government has been interesited for a
number of years in the creation of agencies to help the
private individusl to improve his home or to purchase one,
It has also been interested in seeing that the housing si-
tuationn of the low~income families is up to gtandard.

Low-rent héusing iz not Just snother reform grown out
of some emergency in the economic life, but on the contrary,
it has arisen out of o desy snd fTundamental necessity, a
long neglected necegsity that hes become more erxritical with
the passing of each year. Impetus to the rise of low-rent-
hounging projects hap been given through observations of the
following order:

shelter ig a primary need, and the state of
a noblon's homes indicate the level of the nation's
givilization.

- o 3 e @ - . Ll L] L o L. L L] L L » L] L] > ° ®

Out of dank and dismel dwellings only & race of
gpiritval pygmies can energe, snd conversely, &
free, happy, end industrious nation is more likely
to spring out of aunlit and wholegome surround-
ings. 10

It was with such thought in mind, perhaps, that the

10. Bawer, Catherine,"Aspects of the Houvsing Froblem,"
Journal of Home Lconomics, Vol. 31, pe« lé.



sk03
Rectangle


42

United oStates Housing Authority was founded in Hovember,
1937, That this supposition 1s truwe can readily be seen in
the two principles upon which the USHA is based. First, that
the provision of adeguate housing for low-income familles
living under substandsrd conditions is & definite and per-
manent national responsibility, snd second, that loecsl ini-
tiative along with federal finanecisl sid is absolutely eg-
sential, Lt
%ith the establishment of the U3SHA there was inaugu-~
rated o long term houslng and slum elearing program in the
United sStates. Low~cost housing is recognized by the federal
government a8 & definlte community need, pointing the way,
not only to slum eliminatlon, but to & betber physical and
egonomical future for the low-income group. sStarbed as an
opportunity to use emorgency funds, it is continuing as a
permanent government function for scclal rehabilitation. 1z
In the establishment of a low-rent housing project in

San llarcog, the loeal authorities counld be greatly alded

ghip would be in the hands o0f the local suthorities, as
well a3 the enbtire responsibility for initiating the project,
gelecting the site, designing, comstrueting, selecting the

tenants, and mansgement of the project. The UIHA would

A 1l. Bauer, Catherine,"Aspects of the Housing Froblem,"
Journal of Home Heonomics, Vol. J1, p. 1l4.

12. Ibid., p. 14
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merely act 28 hanker and agent o see that the purposes of
the U3SHA are carried oubt. The whole program would be based
on & camoperative parinership beﬁwgen the f@ﬂéral govern=~
ment and the community.

The plen itself is simple in structure. A local hous-
ing aubhority, auch as those authorized by state leglsla-
tion, is orgenized. Thié body selecte the site on which
the proposed project will be erecteld, and the dealgns and
plans for the propoged hounzing project. These are placad
before the UsHA for approval together with an apylication
for o loan sufficient to cmryy out the plans, The asite for
the construction of such a project must be in a location
where the value of the projest wlll not depreciate, and
the congtruction must be usnch as 4o last throughout 2
period of sixby years. This precantion is to safeguard
against the raising of renta to keep the project in repair.
Another measure for economy and to safegpvard against extra-
vagance and the raising of rents for repairs is the provision

of a limit of H1000 per room and (4000 per dwelling for
congtruction in plages less than 500,000 In 3an Marcos the
cost of construction would be even lowexr.

Having approved the seleetion of the site and the plans
plus any obther details, the USHA then extends the Ifinancisl
assistance that is ibts regponsibllity. This Tinaneial aésis-

tance is in two forms, losns and subsidies. The loan is made
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to the local housing anthority ot a low interest rate and
up to ninety per cent of the development cost of the pro-
Ject, and the balance of the development cost is raised by
the local housing suthority. The subsidies come annually
and are provided to insure low rents within the income of
low-income families who need housing. Local authorities
ecan contribute to lower renis by msking annual contribdu-
tiong to equal one~fifth of the contribution of the USHA.
This logal eontribution can be in the form of partisl or
gomplete bax exemption of the prolect. These contributions
of the UsSHA and loeal housing authority will b{ing the rents
down t0 an estimeted ¥2.00 to {B.00 per mﬂnth%aThese rents
are wilthin the means of the great group of low-income fami-
lieg, who are paying higher rents and do mot get even the
most essential of facilities. A comparison of the rents
being paid now by the lexlieans and the rents which are
charged for these modern housing projecis ﬁill show thak
even the familles with the lowest incomes can adeyustely
afford to live within such & proposed project.

Onece the proposed project is completed and the houses
are ready for occupancy, the selection of tenants is under-
taken. This must be done impartially, without discrimina-

tion, and with the sole purpose of housing those in need of

1%, Bauer, Catherine,"Aspects of the Housing Froblem,”
Journal of Home Economics, Vol. 31, p. 14,
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adeguate housing. To accomplish this the selectors must
have information concerning conditions of the families,
which should be acquired by soméane who kmows and under=~
stands the lMexican people, and who has their best interests
at heart. With the selection of the tenanits the new project
goes into service, and the Lirst great step in the raising
of the sogisl and economic status of lexicans of 3an larcos

is underwaye.

2, Federal Aid in the Redemption of lortgaged Hones,
in the Clearance of Taxes, and in the Repair of Homes

Having presented the proposed provizions for low-rent
housing te take care of the unpropertied llexlcans, one's
attention ia next drawn to the few propertied who nesd to
have their homes rebullt or repaired, and in several cases
gaved from mortgages that are about to be foreclosed or loss
through the non-payment of taxes.

In the repsir and building of homes, and in the arrange-
ment of moritgages to give the the homeowner a longer period
of time for paying bagk money lent on his property, the FHA
has dons a cra@itable amount of work. The Federal Housing
Administration, though not giving government finsncial aid
directly, has, nevertheless, found a workable system through
which individusals may acguire the loans needed from some
private corporation. These corporstions are no longer in

doubt as to the pouszibility of loss in the case of an indi-
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vidual's failure to pay, becsuse the FHA insures the loans
made by these corporations 100 per cent.

The loang are made for periods of from fifteen 1o
thirty-~three years with interest not to excesd zix per cent.
Yithin the rate of interest is included the per cent charge
for transaction and ingidental sxpendibures. The paymenta
are monthly with the smount of each based on the amount
horrowed, the period of time allowed on the loan, and the
income and sbility to pay of the individual. Loans are made
up to ¢2000.00, and the specific amount lent depends on the
income of the individual. In the paynents are included the
interest rate, the prineciple, and sometimes the taxes.

In the redemption of mortgsged homes or back tavaur-
den e lexican famlly may apply to the FHA for a losn to
cover the amount of the short berm mortgage or the back
taxes. After the ownership of the home hes been established
and the work and income of the applicant has been investi~
gated, the FHA allows the appliéant to get together with
hig lender or lenders who hold bis mortgage to rewrite a
contract to comply with the housing asdministrations regu=-
lations. This contract puts all moritgages into one lump sum,
leaving only one mortgage against the house. The amount of
the mortgage arranged is the amount of loan that the indivi-
dual may secure from some private corporation with ne other
glgnature needed but his own and the insurance of the FHA,

With the proceeds of the loan the individual pays his shori
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term mortgage, and from there on procesds o pay the monthly
payments of his new long term morigage. 14 1y worrieg of
foreclosure are eliminated, because he knows that his mort-
gage ia spread oﬁer a period of time that will sllow him
ample opportunity to pay, snd because the payments are
arranged =0 that they do not work a& burden upon him.

In many cases baeck tsxes have piled up, which, to-
gether with the short term mortgeges, cause great distress
and uneasiness. These back taxes are included in the amount
of money lent axn individusl, because unless back taxes are
clesred up there cammot be a clear title Lo & home, The ar-
rangement for loans to pay these taxes can esasily be made
in the same way as for the mortgages. The terms and agree~
ments of payment arxe the same ag those for mortgages.

In building a noew home or repairing one, the owner or
builder submits detailed pluns to the FHA for gpproval of
building standerds and appraisal. The FHA appraisers oset
the value of the houss and lot, snd the owner goes to the
bank or any other sligible money lender to arrange the loan
for the amount needed to complete repairs or to build the
pew house. The ¥HA insures the money lender against loss up
to elghty per cent of the value of the property. These loans

are made possible to people for various periods of Hime up

14, lcDonald, Stewart,"lioney For the Home," House
Beautiful, Vol. 77, August, 1935, p. 73-.
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to twenty years at an interest rate of five per cent plus
one half of one per cent service charge whigch goes to the
lender and one per cent which goes to the FHA insurance fund.
Thus ,it is geen that the federal govermment is ready
and willing to shoulder its responsibility btowsrd those who
need help. Its plans and provisions are in the best inter~
ests of these people, that they mey be able to enjoy the
conveniences of a good home. The responsibility of the
people will be to bring to the attention of the govermment
the necessity of good housing. It will be their responsi-
bility to show thelr initiative in this matter. Upon 1%
will depend the amount and sgope of work %o be done in the
two heading:; discussed in this chapter, Tederal aid in the
establishment of low-rent housing, and in the redemption of
mortgaged homes, clearance of delinguent taxes, and the

bullding or repairing of homes.



CHAPTER V
FOSSIBLE CHAWNEL3 FOR HBSXICAN 50CIAL AND RCONOHICAL
SELF-BETTERMENT

Ag atated before, the raising of the social and eco~
nomic status of the Mexicans in san Mercos is a three-way
responsibility. Pirst, it is the responsibility of the
government: second, it is the responsibility of the liexican
people; and third, it 1s the responsibility of soclety in
general. However, the main load of responsibility in rais-
ing the status rests with the lexlicans themselves. It is np
to them to0 show the government and the regt of soclety, by
word and action, that they are conscious of the situation;
that they are ready and willing to co-operate in any steps
or measures btaken towards bettering their situation; and
that thay are capable of meintaining a higher level of
living if}it is made possible for them.

This word end sction phrasgse used in the above para-
graph simply meana thet llexicans must speak up and demend
their rights &g citizens of the state and az members of é
soclety in general; that they must take gteps in all direc-
tions that will bring the situation to 2 climax and ultie
mete aoclution. They must have unity and orpanization among
themselves. They must look to some leader who has theix
best Interests at heart and who can intelligently and tact-~

fully lead them in the road that means freedom from the
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oppresalve situation that confronts them &t this erlticsal
period of time., This is a task that cannot be accomplished
within & short time, but on the contrary must be done slow-
ly., patiently, and over aperiod of time., The foundation for
guch a tremendous undertaking as the raising of the status
of a people must be well planned and well esteblished. Once
established, provisions muat be mede for its countinuiily and
vossible strengthening. In the past, as history will prove,
the raising of such conditions hag been asccomplished through
revolution end internal discord, Today, in this modern world
of advanced ldeas and procedures, one can sccomplish count~
leas meagurss of Improvement and reform with co-operation
and close association in place of discord and counflict,

But with the situation ao hopelessly bad snd almost
without remedy, how can reform be accomplished® The anewer
i3 eduecation: educsition, not only in the sense that one
thinks of as training given by schoels, colleges, etc., but
education in everyday life and sltuvations; education of the
paople as o whole, and not only of the children, The llexi~
cang must be educated in their duties Ho society, to the
government, and to one enother. They must be educated in
their rights as citizens; the bensfits of co~operation,
self-betterment, participation in the Ffunctions of soclety,
and the education of their children to meet the situations

that confront then as they grow. They must be sducated so



bl

that they may lose their sense of Ianferiority , their resign-
ed passivensss that iz drvageing them even deeper into the
hopelessnesgs of their conditions. ¥Finally, they must he edu~
sated so that they may realize that clasa conflict and raclal
prejudice is only csused through misunderstending and that
once this is eliminated there is no obstzele in the way of
harmonious intercourse within the different elements of
socloty. |

Turther education will come with demonstrative instrucs-
tion, by different city officials and employess, 1lan the
various sanitary meaasures, procewtions, preedures, health,
in the benefits of cleanliness, and in the prepsaration of
Toodd with em%hasis on food values. This education cen easi-
1y be given by u city heslth offlicer or nurse. This 15 o
civic dubty thut pays great dividends in the long run, but
which has been disrvegarded 1In 3an lareocs.

The sponaoring of and the perticipsation in the functlons
of asnch organizatlions as bhe League of Unlted Latin &mefican
Citlzens will tend to bring abvout helpful ingstruction in the
steps for self-betterment. The purpose and sims of this or-
panization are the achievement of & altuation such as is
deslred by the llexicens of San liarcos. It has had remarke
able gucecess in the improvement of conditions of m@xicahs
in a great many btowns and clties thvourhout the southwest
and cen eansily do the game for iexlcans of san brceos.

Under such orgenizstions as the LULACS, the lexicsns ocan
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organize in order to acgusint themselves with possiblities
for improvement. However, this unity snd organization will
not be based on the idea of defense against opposing forces,
but upon the idea of veing able toc accomplish more for the
aommdn whole when there is harmenious organization.

There should be another form of orgaenization among the
ilexican people of San larcos. This organization, however,
will be implied only and will not be one to function with
rarliamentary procedures., It will be more of & common under=
gtanding among the llbxicana thst those business places ox
employers showing diseriminating tendenciss or antagonistic
viewpoints are to be avoided until s chunge for the best
interest of the ilexicans is brought abeut. In gome cases
this may work @ hardship on some people, but they must rezl-
ize that hardships and suffering sre & part of & program
Gedicated to the improvement of conditions. One must suffer
to appreeciete the merits of worﬁhwhile undertakings.

Lerhaps, even a political organisation of =11 lexican
voters in Jan Karcos would be a very excellent iunstrument
in bringing sabont certain changes sud reforms. However this
tool or wespon can become very dangerous if used for coer-
eive purposes. This shonld never be its aim for it wounld
cause an increase in the antagenistic feeling now existent.
Then again, aeny reforms or changes accomplished through
coercion are suscepiible te chonge or disregard at any and

all opportunities possible. Hor should this organization



be like the one existing now in s3an Larcos. Thig v.iiug
club in san Mareos, known as "The iHoralds of Texas| does
not work for the common good, but is mostly concerned with
individual benelfits, nor is it representative of both sexes
of the lexican people of San srcos.

An organization gsuch as the one herein suggested wonld
be composed of men and women of voting age. It would in-
clude avery potential voter in the city. The purpose would
he to secure all posaible benefit for the welfare of llexi-
can people in dan lLarcos. Thizs organization would be under
& Tearless and dynamic lecder with the welfare and happi-
ness of his people in mind.

One could go on indefinitely proposing possible means
for Lexican social and economical self~betbterment, butb
none would work satlsfactorily unless they were based on
education or organizedtiocn or both. snyone can see that une-
aducated and unorgenized people cunnot survive; that they
will eventually £all baek into a zavage and uncivilized
gtate. Therefore it is the dubty of the lLlexlcan people, for
their own sake, 0 chooge between following bthe road to
gelf-betbermont, through eduncation and safe and sound ore

ganization, oxr the road to complete destitution.



SHAFTLR VI
SUNEARY AWD CONOCLUSIOW

In this gtudy an attempt haz been made to present an
impertisl and unprejudiced plcture of the social znd eco-
nomic status of the lexicsng in dSan larcos, and to show
what bearing their status has on the all important social
unit, bthe family, snd on the advancement or retardation in
gchool of Ilexican children. Emphasis has besn placed on the
family and its place in soclety, with respect to the dutbles
and obligations of the govermment toward the family; of the
family tqward the government; and of all families within
the soclal circle toward each other.

The family constitutes & foundatlon upon which rests
the government snd the whole sociel order. In ordsr to pre=-
gerve intact the socisl order, the foundetion must bs main-
tained strong and so0lid throughoub. Yo part must be allowed
to weaken or to fall, for that will cawnge the foundation to
fail., It is therefore, a szacred duty, for the sake of the
American philosophy of life, to care for and preserve the
foundation of the socizl order.

The conditions of the Ilexicans in Jan llarcos ag pre-
gented here are divided into two mszin headings, social and
economic. Under soclal conditions were treated such phasges
a3 the homes, diet, conveniences, health condlitions, and

the general attitudes towards education and the soclal
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gtructure, while under the economic conditions were trested
the types of work, working conditions, incomes and hours.

The survey made among the llexican families revealed
almost incredidbly inferior conditions of living. It was
found that the dwellings lack the most elementary sonitary
facllitlies and convenlences; that many are literally un-
safe: and that the rents are too high for the conditions of
the houses and the financisl conditions of the families.
The sverage rent was found to be 4.50 for an average three-
room house. There is & total of 54Y rooms among the families
gurveyad with 265 of thege being bedroomgs. To each one of
these bedrooms thers i3 an averags of four persons.

The diet of the ilexicans was found to be composed of
only the barest of foods necessary for the sustenance of
1ife. It was found that emphasls ig placed on yuantity

rather than guallity and the valus of foods,

The conveniences enjoyed by the llexicans are few, if
anys. The survey revealed that less than twenby families have
bathtuhs or shower baths, and less than ten have sewerage.
Over twenty-five families use well watexr or the river for
drinking and beathing. Only sixby-two homes are electrically
1iéhte&, and Ffifty per cent or better of those families
with ice boxes use ice only when they are able to buy it.
Thirty-one homes receive & dally newspaper, and sixty-elght
have radios.

Health among these llsxicans i3 subjected to great
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dangers becasuse of the conditions of the homes, the lack of
sanitary facilities, the congestion of hackyard houses, the
proximity of Purgatory Creek, and the lack of screens for
the homes.

The sattitudes towards education end the social‘struc-
ture are generally about the same throughout. Education is
regarded as an opportunlity for betterment and progress. The
gsoclal gtructure is regarded by some with o littlevregent-
ment and by some with indifference borm out of a sort of
fesling of defeat.

In the esconomic division it was found that eighty-one
Tamilies had some member of their group on the rolls of onse
of the omergency relief work divisions. Out of the number
engaged in private steady employment one fiands Janitors,
truck drivers, cooks, painters, carpenbers, blacksmiths, etc.

The working conditiong are falr with only & few excep~
tions., The unfavorable comments are made because of the low
wages and long hours. The incomes of the llexicesn people
range from (3.00 to about .75.00 per month. The hours range
from a few minutes a day in some cases toc even fourteen
- hours per day with six and seven-day weeks.

As a result of these conditions of living it was found
thét eduncation of the children is affected in the following
ways:

Firat, the number of children actually in school com=

pared to the number that should be in aschool is small indeed.
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Jecond, the number of days enrolled in school is small due
to & late start to and an early withdrawal from school. This
in turn is duwe to the fact that the fsmilies follow season-
8l occupations. A third revesled fact is that these children
are actually two to three years older than the average Fng-
1ish~apeakiﬁg child in the same grade.

A plan was proposed whereby the btown with aid of the
federal government counld congtruct low-rent hounsing pro-
Jects to take care of the unzroyrertied Mexiean who lives in
dilapidated shacks. & second plan was proposed ithrough
which indlividvnal home owners with mortgaged homes, delin-
qu@ﬁt taxes, and homea in need of rsopair or rebuilding
could secure loans from private corporations with the feder-
al government Insuring the loans. These plans were based on
the United States Housing Authority and the Federal Housing
Administration.

Further measures and means Lox the raising of the sha-
tus of the llexicsns in San larcos were introduced as pos-
aible sources of improvement. These were found t0 be based
on education and organization, neither of which is possible
without the other.

From the facts, figures, and other information which
was gathered, compliled, and then presented in this gtudy,
one is able to arrive at three very definite conclusions:
first, that the bearing of this low status on the education

of 3an ilarcos Kexican children is that the education of
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these children is sacrificed; second, thut the social and
economic gtatuas of iexicans in Ban ifarcos is very low and
unworthy of such s people; and third, that these conditions
are susceptible to remedy if only co-operation can be effece
ted and discrimination and antagonism can be done away
with.

These concluaions sre, of course, subject Lo change at
anytime, but in view of the information onvhan& they are
fundamentally correct. 3o 1t is with this conviction in
mind that they are presented, asnd they will continue to be
thus presented until conditions heave chsnged among the
people who have formed the sobject of this study.i

This study i3 but a meager portion of a lerger under-~
taking that is possible in San ilarcos. It has not besen pos-
aible fo make a really detalled and prolonged study of the
situation, but the fundamentals have been touched. At any
rate a step, even though small, has been taken towards the
preaentation of facts concerning the conditions that exist
within‘san I'arcos. It is sincerely hoped that a more detail-
ed study may soon be made with the object of bettering the
gituation. The complete redemption of conditions will not
come with surveys, but out of these surveys will come the
informetion that will serve as impetus to the government,
the Mexican peorle, and the rest cf the socisl order %o bet-

ter the status for the safety of a8l --—-erned.
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