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An scktab~lsdgmera$ %a 90 o f t e n  a hard an8 et pleasant 

%ask, In this csfsg it is ~lsasmti  becanue of the kind. 

~ C M B E B U Y  a s a i s t m ~ ~ e  given in the ascuring and c o m p l l i q  

the inforrna-bion, 8 ~ d  hara beeanso of the ZiniLation of 

space Lo ra~aka an ade~ins ts  atclmo.c~ledgment 

I am grea t lg  in8eb"t;ti to t he  '.exican familfes %hose 

information mads possible thld s t u d y ,  and I afncsrely 

apgreciate tile kindneaa ni.t;h vzhich f, nag -t;rsaLedt v~hEIe in- 

terviewing them and %he oonfidance and trust t hey  so g-r- - 
cioursl;g placed in ms when they save t h e i r  p@r.laIIEiS infor- 

matian, 

I'iext I n i sh  %tj exproz~a my indebtiodneas Lo l;r, J,%loyd 

Saad, head of the  i3~anLsl.n Slsg8rta:ant of 5su.GL~v~est  Tsxa.3 

Tsaolaesss CoJ-Z@ge n t  San I!aresn, 'I!exa,s, f a r  h i s  tfmolp sag- 

pes t ion  of the ?$roblorn treated i n  i j t ;adg ,  2nd for 

gre@*% arid unpreju&i~~d hoZg snd intoro2-b Zu -the ilsvela$nont 

tJ?.croofm 

I a120 t;ish Lo cxgrom nx lndobtednoss t o  nrF si;;tcr, 

~ : o x n  \J, Gmxis rr9Ghouf 1:~Jio.ss holg in the f n t , a s v i o v ~ i n ~  and 

cu-bhhsrfng 02 iwa.berial., t h i ~ ;  :;tuc'.y n o u l B  no-b t~,.ivc boo9 30.3- 

olbLe; t o  t ' IL t .~s  :%aria. 4. Garza, EL Laroao,  Toxas, ~amaior  

studont at ~ ~ s a - ~ h ~ v ~ s t  !?ex33 To t~,@h@rd 3?o12ctges for her vnSu- 

able help in the compilinp and r a a d i n g  af  tho mu4bcrin2; 

ACKUOWLEDGliEl\fT

An acknowledgment is so often a hnrd and a pleasant

task. In this case it is rleasant because of the kind and

generous assistanoe given in the securing and compiling

the information, and hard because of the limitation of

space to make an adeqw.1te acknowledgment.

I am greatly indebted to the r:exican families \'ihose

information made possible thi3 study, and I sincerely

a:p:preciate the kindness with which I was treated while in...

terviewing them and the confidence and trust they so gri.'"

cioualy placed in me when they gave their per.30nal infor...

mation..

TJext I wish to express my indebtedness to Dr. (7 "Il1oyd

Read.~ head of the 3IJanlsh clepartn:lent of "~ou.thV'Jest TexaG

rfoachera College at San IJal"coEi 1I ItGX8.("l, for hi3 timely sug­

gestion of the :problem treated .in thl!1 Btucly, and for his

gree,t antl unpre judJ.ced help tiona. intere8 t 111 the development

thereof.

I al,;}o VJish 'tio CXpr0l:IS my lnclebteCl.!1.G8S to my ,~i;Jter,

:Do!'e.v" Garza ,,"Ji thou t whoa6 he l:p in the 111'berviewing and

cathering of ma'beria-I, thiD:;JtU0,y lj~Jould. nO'b lli~:,V'e been ];)Oi3'"

sible; to tClss !,:aria .A... Garza t a L~u'El(10, r.rexas, ~.H:nlior

dtudent at douthwest ~Llex8s r.reacherf3 Golle'g6, for her valu­

able help in the compiling and reacUng of thE) ma:tcrial;
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The parposs of th is  w o r k  l a  to asaertsin the beerlne 

of t;hs aociaZ an8 ectonomjlc at,a"ca 0.9 the BBi8xic&rl. BamSlias 

of 3813 ;.larcos ion the gcnarax groblam of' %he aducatiorm of 

their abtZl&rsmB 

2, Elan of' P~ocednre 

This gmpose m i l l  ba acooc~pliahed, it is hoped, by a 

pasaem-ka-bion o f  fac$e "ca% w i l Z  dapict  the ~ o e i ~ z l  anlfj. OCQ- 

lnzorrzie status of %ha :,;@xican families a f  $an T.-arca~; by 

y h o ~ ~ ~ i n g  the bearing 09 suck a stezLus upon the @duoation of 

%ha chll%ren 09 these fani%lfse; anit by the presenta%ion aQ 

a poas ib le  workfag solueitbn that; w i l l .  tend to bet.f;oab %ha 

aocia5, and eoolzomic statrze of  M e a s  peoglo and a&vanco 

e2acs8ian o f  thafr okildron,  

The facts and other  mtarit%l horeln preacntad were 

CHAFTER I

nT'2:'anneTIon

1. IurJ?ose

The puxDose of this work is to asaertain the bearing

o:f the social and eoonomic status of the T,:6xican fa.milies

o:f 3an !Jarcos on the general problem of the educa.tion of

their children..

2. Elan of Procedure

This purpose will be accomplished. it is hoped. by a

presentation of facts that will depict the social and eco­

nomic status of tho Hexicun families of ;Jan r;'.arcoa; 'by

showing the bearing of such a status upon the education of

the children of these families; and by the presentation of

8. possible working solution that will tend to bettel' the

sooial and economic stE.ttllS of these people ana advance the

education of their children.

3. Jourcca of Data

The facts and other ma.te:ri~ll herein presented were
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taken fzorn: 

3. Case studies of 220 ;bxican PmiLiea  in sari IJa2sto8, 

based oa personel conferences and v i a i t s  to the homes of 

a51 o f  thsus farniliea, 

2+, -- on %he Econctmjio "ondi%ions - of - the -2  douth 

Xational Erne~gsncy Counci2. 

3, & 28~0nstimetifon _DP ,$o~LP;3la Cmder, Iogs 

;gas XI. 

4~ - and *- Rev, Francks Baas. 

6, fTAspsats  of the Bou~ing Emblem, '? Journal -PC- 09 Bom~ 

6 ,  "Zedera1 Activft3.ss in the Housing Yield ,  '' 

Gan'rToney :?!'or tilo Rome ," PEora96 Beautiful, dlonar t  :'em 

4, ~:lle Family and Its I~bace in ,3aeietg 

The fasafly 9s %he prPmasy oell o u t  of rshich soc i e ty  

prow80 If it is ~isakened or disenaed, soc i e ty  fries. It is 

the 'oaekbone of a nktiol?, u s%nta ,  ~2 cornr3un2.t~~ 1-t i'osm3 

the b w i a  upon wbieh 3.3 founded the structurs o f  the goosrn- 

ing body of B % B % B ~  T ~ B  very  B X ~ G ~ Q I I C B  of R g o ~ o ~ n m @ n $  ds- 

u-rcI.uI- '- ' 

1. Ifass, :?rancis, s a d  
_P_ 

in 
-..ap 

taken from:

1. Case stud.ies of 200 Mexican families in .jan rrarooa.

baaed on persona.l conferences and visits to the homes of

all of theae families.

2. !. Re;port .2!l .!h!. !?conomi? rtond_t~ions of ~ Jouth,

Na.tional gmergency Council.

3. .9n the rteconstruc~J..o.!!.2!~ :;)ocia1 .Q!'der, lope

:Eius XI.

4. Eights ~p.~ Wro:p.ga in IP..!ustri,_Rev. Francis Haas ..

5. ITAspects of the Housing :E'Toblem, It Journal of Eome
'fIII!l --.--.~

]3conomiCs, :'atherlne Bauer.,

6. 11 Fed,eral Activities in the Housing ]'ield, If Congres­

sional Diges1..

7.. HLow_Rent Housing Plan, 11 13:nai1!.ea.~ ~ ..

8 .. ll T,Toney For the Home f f! House Beautiful t stewart Ji.c-

Donald..

4.. The Family and Its rlace in ;30ciety

The family is the primary oell out of' which society

grows. If' it is weakened or diseased, society (lies .. 1 It is

the backbone of a nation I a state t z:l. community .. r·t forInz

the basis u:pon which is :founded the structure of the govern­

ing bOdy of a. state .. The very existence of a government de-
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pends upon Lhs existsaco o f  the family.  Therefore, i t  is Lha 

duty  of educator@ t o  s tudy  %ha community a'gac% its varfans 

elements. In furthering the wsXfase of fndiviauals &hey mme% 

h ~ v e  sgecfal. regard f o r  the i r  soc ia l  EE=LCI eaomornic sDatua, 
-\ 

lar$elg 8% mersbars of! familiesc The; mass of t h e  p o o r  hme no 

resouroes sf tkaiae o ~ a  a d  m a %  t W p ~ ~ t d  chleSLg aport *he 

state f o r  t k e k r  d e f e n ~ m ~  Fox &his T O ~ S Q E ~ ,  wage-earnera , sinee 

they rnoatily belong t o  the poor @%ass, should bacome b h ~  0%- 

$ s o t  of aareful atudg. by the  social lea8ers. ' It eeems 
alear that soc;ial, re3n3"t; in Boaping a L L b  American rjlemocspa- 

tio idea38 canno* be ~ c h i e a e d  ~ ~ f t h a a t  the assurance 09 n 

,' praducttiva bopefnl aocfal  and economic r o l e  for tho 

wagelearner who has the r~sponaiBiliLy of eatablisb2ng s 

family, 119091. which, falls t h e  duty of formi*, in part,  the 

bulwa:k of the atate, The v ~ o r k e r  smut create oppor%uniQiss 

equal t o  o r  wen superior t o  thoao grovlded f o r  him, This 

ht; can. c40 only ~shsn h i s  s a c i u l  aad aconomic status fs su@h 

that by thrift and prudent mamgemaal he n~rzy Insrsa~s  his 

poaaesa5om &ad thu8 be qmblea 4x1 bsar t h o  family burden 

with graatez eaaa and securityo ;iJo i a  thaa Presa Prom tho 

hand--boomouth ~ancer-lialntg, rand vi11 bc in a poaP%ioa t o  en- 

aure life's changing fortunes, having tho reassuring confi- 

dence that whea l i f e  is end@&, sorns little provision w i 1 X  re- 

2 :  I - D ~ Q  f iw; XT, O'bL tho i~oeoxla l rna t foa  of  the; 3aoia l  
-*-LLlllU- - - - -1- 

' Order, p. 9.  
--PIIIII 

pends upon the existence of the family. Therefore, it ia the

duty of educators to study tho community and its various

elements. In furthering the welfare of individuals they must

have special regard for 'their social and economic status,

largely as members of families .. 'rna mass of the :poor have no

resources of their own and must depend chiefly ~pon the

sta.te for their defense .. For thifr'i reason wa.ge-earners, since

they mostly belong to the poorclasa, should become the ob...

ject of oare£ul study by the social leaders .. 2 It seems

olear that social results in keeping with American democra­

tic ideals cannot be achieved without the assurance of a

productiva and, hopeful s~'claJ. and economic role for the

wage-earner who has the responsibility of establishing a

family, upon which falls the duty of forming, in part, the

bulwark o.f the state .. The worker must create opportunities

equal to or evan superior to those prOVided for him.. This

he c~n do only when his social and economic status is such

that by thrift and prudent management he may increase hi~

possesa1G~ 'and thUB be ~,nabled to bear the family burden

with. greater ease and security" He is thus freed from the

hand-to-mouth uncertainty, and will be in a pouition to en.

d.u.re life's changing fOl"'tl11lEls, haVing the reassuring confi­

dence that when life 1s anded, some 11ttle provlai.on will I'e-

;~~ 1: o:pe Tius XI f OR .:!'.he Heoonstruction of the 3001a,1
Order, p .. 7.. . . - - -~
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main f o r  $has@ whom he leaves behlna, 

It is for t h i s  mason t h ~ t  the ~%?ags-earner ~ h o a 2 d  be 

paid a salary %hat is ~ufficient f o r  the support of himaelf 

an4 QP hi3 family, ao we23 ae t o  keep from abaaing $Be tender 

years of ohfldren the m;vea73;Ylesseu sf wonen, Into%erd;bble 1 3  

%he abuse whereby mothezs of famglias, becauss of the insnf- 

Plciancy of the fa-8;herfs salarg, a m  forced t o  extgaga 121 

gainful oconpations outside the dom~gfic maXls Lo the neglect 

09 their o m  propor aares and an t ias ,  c;rzgscfally the adnca- 
3 

%ion. of t h e i r  children. 

5h i l d  l abo r  is 8 sem@e QP cheag comgetl~g labor, and 

tends t o  moke swage8 even Xowe-s, homrs even longer ,  snii g~nera l -  

lg , to braak &own l a b o r  s%wdaxau, It is, therefore, not; 

only t4~t-b 2% affects the child i t s e l f ,  but that it undarrninaea 

tho  security of a d u l t  msrkcss, thus reacting seriously on the 

wholo comunl tg ,  and, indeea on the wholo atate, 4 

T h u ~  wo find that tho l a b o r  of nomen and chi ldren La- 

cressso tho labor supply, thereby effecting a low wage scale 

which in f urn re ualts in Isw living n tandfkrds, ineuff icien-b 

food f a r  jnany, a great amount o f  i l lness ,  and in general , 
unhealthful and nndeslrab2o conditions of life. 6 

5 ,  Pope Piua XI, On the Heconstruatian of the docial -- --. 
Order  a, 20, , 

-p 

4. IJational Emsrgency CauaciJ , A Report om t h e  $ C O S Q ~ : I ~ C  
Conditions of tha South* pc 41+ 

4

main for those whom he leaves behind.

It is for this reason tho,t the wage-ea.rner should be

paid a salary that is sufficient for the support of himself

ana of his family. as well as to keep from abusing the tender

years of Qhildren and the weaknesses of women. Intolerable is

the abuse whereby mothers of families, because of the insuf­

ficienoy of the father's salary. are forced to engage in

gainful occupations ontaide thedome~tic il'lalls to the neglect

of their own pro:per cares and duties. especially the educa­

tion of their children. ~

Child labor is a. source of chea];) competing labor. and

tends to makewagea even lower. hours even longer. ana general­

ly It to break down labor stand.ards .. It is, therefore, not

only that it af~ects the child itself, but that it undermines

the security of adult workers, thus reacting seriously on the

whole community. and, indeed on the whole state. 4

Thus we find that the labor of l,'Jomen and children in­

creases the labor supply. thereby ef.fecting So loVi wage scale

which in turn results in low living standards, insuffioient

food for many, a great amount of illness, and in general *

unhealthful and undesir.able conditions of life .. 5

i5. Pope :Pius XI t Qa..!!.!J&. Heconstrnction ,£fthe docia.l
Order, p. 20.!

4. National Emergency Council, A Report on the Economic
Conditions of the douth, p. 41.

5. Ibid. p. 44.
-~ ,
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%ernce from deductions and observations ua presented 

Rare, one fu a b l e  to exfraot one face - %hat %he s o o i a l  and 

economic conditions of the  f a ~ n i l y  hayo s ten8ancg t o  cause 

divisions nilthin ths social order, a~ahich Sn tu-mtrm cans@ C h 8 8  

conflict .  Yet it is well 'mown tha t  tho ~ o c i a b  order is pas- 

sib'le only ahen class csnflLet kms been olirnEna-tedL; v ~ h m  

that d i ~ r u p t i n g ,  dPsunitfng force bas bean abollahed 80 t h a t  

haxrnoq and cornunity pappose r e l p  within PZrs bounds. A s  

Eope Leo XXJI said: 

How t h i s  is the primary duty o f  the s t a t e  and 
of all  good citizens; t o  abo l i sh  eonfliot betvean 
classes w i t h  divergeat intareutis,  an& thus fos te r  
~ n d  promotie hhabrmoay betmeera. %ha various ranks of 
society. 6 

:4ut how is thie C ~ Q S S  ~oafl1ct to be elflminaled': Ghero 

muat the paople and ths  sta te  Look f o r  the  Puadamentals in the  

class conflict? The answers wfXE be found in the iniiusfries, 

in the Taw@ a r  groviaPens of the comuni t ies ,  and in the 

aduct%tlon provided, 2Prst ,  the  people a,1u3L look i n t o  the in- 

duatrf ee , t h e i r  arpxmiaat ion,  L3-i@%r raLea, salaries and 

general coordination and cooporation with tho comnnnftym de- 

cond, they must l u a k  into tho grovisionrs made b$ the govern- 

ment for tho sodial and economic prot~etisn of the famLlfsa, 

the eolmuizity and -the state, A E ~ ,  t h i ra ,  they m a t  l o o k  into 

Lhe provisions mado for the education of those laea forLun- 

ate classes. Tiithin the Bcope of these three outstanaim 

Hence from deductions and observations as presented

here~ one is able to extract one fact - that the sooial and

economic conditions of the famil~ have a tendency to cause

divisions within the social order. which in turn cause class

conflict. Yet it is well known that the social order ia pos~

sible only when class conflict has been elimina.ted; when

that disrupting. diaun! ting force has 'been abolished so that

harmony and oommunity purpose reign within its bounds. As

Pope Leo XIII said:

Now this is the primary duty o:f -bhe state ancl
of all good citizens; to abolish conflict between
classes with divergent interests. and thus £oster
and promote harmony between the various ranks of
society. 6

:But hmv is this class conflict to be eliminated'? Where

must the psople and the state look for the fundamentals in the

class conflict? The answers will be found in the industries t

in the laws or provisions of the communities, and in the

education provided. .. First, the people muat look into the in­

dustries, their organization, th,eir rules, sala.ries and

general coordination and coo:peration with the community. Se­

cond, they must look into the provisions made by the govern­

ment for the sooial and economic protection of the families,

the eomnml1ity and the state .. And, third. they must look into

the provisions ma.de for the education of those less fortun­

ate clasaes. va thin the soope of these three outstanding



sources are fonnd tihe roaeons F o r  %Be r e s n l t i q  l a w  and 

high lovalr, socia l  una ecoaomic, of the differeat class@s 

in c a n f l i e t  vdikhin Bke uactial  o rde r*  

The e l  fminatioln wela uoms threagh the slirnlnatisn of 

low alsndards af wsgee, a better  eas.aa&ina$ion bs&;t,o;.;n?5. oom- 

mnni-bias and fai tueir ies ,  a maze aalvaraal  said. more praat i -  

anll sooial g~aksrencas .  C3ae musL stady %ha si%aalfon care- 

sail realize $he berlef f t de r iv~8  by a21 in generul, 

thsough tho  Amprovermat of' the conditions of tho poorer 

C ~ & ~ B ~ S S  

In aEL these gr~b lems  Ghs fami ly  and i%s  conditfana of 

life arc vitally invalve&, The lntosdegondanca of SamSlfoa 

withla the  doeiaP e i r e l e ,  regardSsss of ths uaelal. and 8CQ- 

nomnic status, nakos 14; %npaa;.aLi~re t o  ag:!raach ;ka c%oaely 

as ~ o a e l b l e  a ~ Z ~ I T ~ O ~ L Q  sta+n&arlX QP living6 TberoPorc, i t  i a  

a aaty of socieLy t o  try t a  imp~ovo contl i l ions in its fami- 

Jim? as a a t e p  towmd Lhu rserlleo,.t;ian oP American eonaaptiorb. 

Ybea d inp ly  maws that aocl@tg m a t  s1oriI.y but surely  aeG 

atandasds ra;PLhFn tho reach o f  B V O T ~ O ~ ~ Q ;  t h @ t  it m a t  mrzlno 

poasibls tha reachillg the alandarde s e t ;  -t;lx~t It rma% main- 

tain Ghoae ~tnndaras ancl p ~ a ~ i d e  f o r  %la@ oom~ona con%ribu- 

tZoa tq thcso atzvndlarde, l:idh rtuadit%ouro a@ %hog are this  

seems a very big undertaking, but actually i t  %a not fmpos- 

6

sources are found the reasons for the resulting low ~nd

high levels, social and economic, of the dl:f:ferent classes

in conflict within the social order.

The elimination will oome through the elimination of

low standards of wagea, a better cooraination be~ioon com­

munities and industries. a more Q~lversal and more practi­

cal eduoation of las3 fortunate classes~ and a Jucre sympa­

thetic and undera'handing insight into the nature and condi...

tions of all people 1"egardles;~ of race, c:reed~ or polltioal

and sooial preferences. One must stndy the situation oare­

fUlly and realize the benefit derived by all in general.

through 'the improvement of the conditiona of the poorer

cla.sses.

In all these problems the family and its conditions of

life are Vitally involved. The interdependence of families

within the ~ocial circle, regardless of the social and eco­

nomic status, r.nakos it impera.tive to approach a3 closely

as possible \}. tuliform standard of 11ving. There:foro, it is

a duty of society to try to improve conditions in its fami~

lies aG a step toward the realizD.tion of' Amerioan conoolltion.

'.chisi3iml)ly means that society must slOWly but surely set

standards within the xeach of everyone; th~1.t 1"t; must ronks

possible the reaching the standards sat; -that it must main­

tain. -these st~md8.rds and provid.a for tho oommon contribu­

tion to theee standards. ~a th oonul tiona as they are this

seems a very big undertaking, but actual~y it is not impos-



8ibLe o f  accsmaplishewt, 

In $he fo2lswing chagksrs w % l S  be presssrf;sd a verbal,  

facLua3 picture of s dfssasea psre of the sooial ordw 

wi'l;hirs 3an IP%r~etu, Texas; &an b!srcoe, the Ibea~liful I k t L l e  

ciOy of schools,  cbnrchas, and. 'BsSesaasrX wikh an ~bundanoe of 

natma% seam%b beantg: the  I%%-bla oitg %$a% through %%a 

contra1 Isoat%on ba.t;eaeen %o large cities could easily be- 

come a leader in %he aniformltg of the oonditions of the 

f.nzhabY%~nto, Tha work of this  pager f s t o  g x a ~ s n t  s picture 

sf contlitlons as thsp are, and $0 present a thaoratfcal 

p3an for the bat%ermsmt of t h ~ s e  peap2e1s soo9al  and sao- 

naowic statas,  bat %he ae%mb %un@tX~lafng of sueh a plan 

w i l l  depend n ~ s n  the wf53i esa a f  all geople in gsnerezl 

t o  do %heir part In improvlw a o x s & i t % o ~ s ~  

7

sible of accom~llahment.

In the foJ.lowing chapters will be presented a verbal,

factual picture of a diseased part of the social order

wi thin San I:ifarQos" Texas; San Marcos, the beauti:f'ul 11ttle

citynf schools, churohea, and blessed with an abundanoe of

natural scenio beauty: the 11ttle oity that through its

central location between two large cities oould easily be­

coma a leader in the uniformity of the conditions of the

inhabitants. ifhe work of this :paper Is to present a picture

of conditions as they are, and to present a theoretical

plan for the betterment of these people's social and eco­

nomic status, but-the actual functioning of such a :plan

will depend upon the w11J.ingnass of all :people in general

to do their part in improving oonditions ..



u.

th~ olty limite alone, ;;~1xty...nlne tamlli!kl j~aGeivl!'.g j~ood

from the ao::mnodi ty rOvri~V1hil'O eighty-one fsrnllios hacl ~JOLle
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ean citizens that wero dcniad reSlePI  A% a ~ y  ra te ,  $ha rolls 

of tha r e l l e f  dapsndents ars much 3argc3r than fhsy ;~kmCl.d bow 

:jith sztckr. a X a r g ~  pep cant  of Mexicane degsndeznt upox3 $he 

reSieP aganc%as, i$ is only l o ~ f c a l  Go be5Savs that Gh@ro 

v$uah hmpoverishsd condit ion@ have drivea thooe paspl~ 

%a seek the ahsapee-b moans of Ilv%ng and of 8859 C I ~ L T I % B ~ ~ ~ B B .  

Chief among the nacessitfas loo2~08 f o r  in the ahanp m r k a t  

tin$ snfifcfent tyages t o  pan% good honaea, Lkoy muuL rent  

a m  che$p-XookF~zg in p o r  osndf-bian, tho ren-h  axe high 

i ex  camparliasn "c %he con&itiorw o f  the houaaa and f;Sro cvaffas 

of tha sccapaats, 

3C"cia only patling it n1$Pdly lnherm one a~1 .y~  t h a t  ths  

howsfq; cosaiiirt;icme, sn %he avarezps ,of tho i.>:exlct~na in :$an 

i.Iarcos a m  bad. Ono look at; Gheoe ets&itlzaated., roLten, turn- 

blfng shacks ba enongh %o reaJi;ia %ha% somQ 02 %ham aso not 

fit t o  ba am& as a%ab%os f o ~  anirnalu, It v i w ~  i'snnd fn %ha 

stu83 ma&e 0% t h ~  social  and acanomic candiLdons 09 Gh@ 

.'IaxPt38n~ in ;,an : , S J ~ O O ~ ,  that tihe greaGur ]]as$ of .the ren-t; 

laorxsea are vssy old.;  %laat *hay ham:! been a1;Xov~adl t o  .besoms 

allagldaterl and run bosun; ancl tilat the ownerB Sosl that, thoy 

oannat afford t o  repais those h o u s o ~  v r i t hou t  ralalng tho 

xonta. A great rnany o f  theas houses have beon standing G Q  

long t ha t  the  foundation blooku hnvs sank o r  hava r o t t o d  

can citizens that were denied. relief. At a11Y rate * the rolls

of the relief dependents are much larger than they ~~h.ould be.

f;i th such a larg€! per oent of Mo:&:1csl'ls dependent l1:pon the

relief agencies, it is only logical to believe that there

is Gomething fundamentally 11'1. need of ca;refnl 13tudy.

juch impoverished conditions have driven these people

to seek the chea.pes·u means of 11vlng al'Hl of self mail1tena;nce»

Chief among the necessities looked. for in the cthea.p market

ia the house. Since the J.lexlcnne have no assure-noe of get­

ting suffioient wage!:-1 to rent good houses 1 the~r mu.i3t rent

those that :fall 1N1th.1n their means. :Bl.l.t although the houses

are chea.p-looking and in poor condition, -the rents are-high

in oomparison to the conditi011H of the houses t;l..nd. 1ihe wages

of the occupants.

I t is only I'lltting it mild.ly when on6 saY's that the

housln,e; oondi'tilon~. on the averap:e ,Of the ;',Texlcans i.n ;::;e.n

I;;.arcos are bad. One look at thel3€ antli-lu'ated, , rotten, tum­

bling shacks is enough to ren,l i~~e that some of' them are not

£1t to be nsed as stables for animalu. It was :f'ound. in the

study made of the social and economio oondi tiona o.:r 1ihe

JJexlcana in dan :;\rEl,1'CO~1, t;hat the g:rea'ter ])art of 'the ren't

hou.ses are v6r:y old.; that they have been. allowed to 'become

dilapidated and run down; arlCl that the owners feel thHt they

cannot nfford to repair these hOnS€H!.l withont raif:l lng the

rel'lts. A great many of these houses have been sttl.:l1tling 1:50

long that the founda.tion blocka have suult or have rotted



a~ipay, leaving ths house off X e ~ s l  or aekti.ryg 2x86 th@ 

g~oand+ This aondltion does nut  allot^ ventllwfioa fa ~@n%* 

trate under the house, and as s resu2-b the groan& u~~8.er  

house Ps natzakZ33 damp m d  is a sourag of sickness+ 

The soafs o f  the m ~ J o r % l y  of thsae hoasea are of ehivm 

l e a ,  but the rain and the wind hava %&ken %h%f~ tall of the 

shingles v ~ f t k  fke ronuL% tha$ ho las  2% the roof as@ nmer- 

ous and grzito e v l ~ e r a t ,  In sswsal cases where %he houses 

have no ceilErqg, the rags of the aum oorafq: hn khrough tho 

holes in the roof are suf?icisn% %o Sfght a$ %he house 

mlfkout  %ha need of & ~ o o ~ E ?  and w i n & o % ~ ~ ,  In. ease 02 rain 

Lhese holes  in %he xooP are responsible f a r  tha Zoaks that 

pat the housshola in an Taproar trying .to move fho iuznii;~ase 

sa %hat st will no% g e t  wet, Some of the owners o f  these 

hamdss have Eon@ Go %he trouble of mi.ling corragatah fropa. 

sheets over tbaae 5hiagla roofs, but yinoa thaae are o l d  

ssheetv f u l l  of hulas made by a previous nailiw, the Sargs 

maJorif ig of tho ' h ~ l o ~  a r ~  in eviaencc though s f m  ars stop-  

pe8, 

 ino other P s o t  concorning thcsc houses i u  thaC they aro 

practZcal2p a l l  eingle-wallod, ;%nil in a l f -h t  on% t a n  aasoa 

these walls a re  ei ther  warped svld cmcked, o r  the atripping 

has fa l len  off.  !?his condition i n  due $0 tho age of the 

houwe and t o  the  fa i lu re  t o  protec t  them f r o m  the mvagow 

of time and seather w i t h  a coat of paint ,  !;lanp oE the fam. i -  

lies have t r i e a  to patch uy these craaks xith piece:.; of tin 

10

away, leaving the house off level or setting :fla.t on the

ground.. This oondition does not s.llo\'Vventilatlon to l?Elne...

trate under the house, and as a result the ground under the

house is usually danlll and is a souroe of sickness.

The roofs ot the majority of' these houses are of shing...

les., but the rain ancl the wind have taken their toll of the

shinglea with the result that holos in the root' arenumer­

ous andqu.i te evident. In se-raral cases where the houses

have no ceiling, the rays of the sun coming in through the J

holes in the roof are suf£icient to light up the house

without the need of doors and windows. In case of rein

these holes in 'the roof are responsible for the leaks that

put the househoJ.d in a.n uproar trying; to move the furniture

so that it will not get wet. Some of the owners of these

hou.ses have gone to -the troub~e of nai.1ing corrugated iron

sheets over these shingle roofs, but since these are old

sheets full of holes made by a previOUS nailing, the large

majority of the 'holes are in evidence though a few are stop­

ped.

Ano·ther faot concerning these houses is that they are

practically all s1ngle-w~11edJ and in eight out ten eases

these walla are either warped and oracked, or the stri~ping

has fallen o£f. This condition is due to the age of the

houses and to the failure to protect them from the ravages

of time and weather wHth a ooat of :paint. Many 0:1:' 'the famJ­

lies have tried to patch np these cracks with pieCelJ of till

sk03
Rectangle



and boerde %ha$ %hey are sbZa t o  pick upo The side@ f:Q~la 

sf Ghess honaas Look l i k e  tlw patch-work of qu2ltm, A caa* 

02 men the cheageo% pain-l; wouZ& go a l o n g  wra~ in pro%a~'kr- 

Ing the house, 5.n helging 1 % ~  uppaaranca, an& in stopping 

nmborfasa creteke; &lad erov-i~p s s  fn the rml la ,  bu* $he tru%h 

fs that approsrSmate2y nine-tsnths of the hausas occup,79ed. 'tsr 
I:exlaan .tienaat% are E n  great rased of paZating, &ad sigh* 

on% of these mine-tentha have neaazs bsea painted, 

48 mantSsnedl bs fo ra  in c;onn%cfioa %ftb tho roofing, 

+here are riwSLs a nmber of houseaa vfStkon% a ceiling of any 

kind, Thls work,s a hardship on tho inhs'bitaafs sf Lhs housa 

becense of the particlea 01 dust and sand the%$ a re  able  to 

coma fihraugb tho holes sf the roofa  and the open spots in 

ths  joints, Tha @an@ a n  bs aaid o f  the fXoossa Tha crapke 

m d  hales  in the floor& 02 some of' the b~~0138 are a~iageroue, 

aaiae f r o m  .ths fact t h a t  $beg are $zzke$s o f  dust and traeh, 

These holes often s%ops7e8 rvith pfeoes sf tin that are 

nailed over -t;hem, m j l t h  $he r o u n l t  Ghat they are o f t s n  tho 

cansc 09 n ~ s % y  crtxts om1 -Lha feet 0.9 b8b"of00% childrc~ra, An- 

other  a:5uroa of sorrow for thsac mombera of the burofoo't; 

order ara the sg3intery P S o ~ r s  tkm* so tyg$.oul of thaso o l d  

waathsxboalen houaesr The porohos of these houaos are often 

missing entEra3.g; in some Enzfanceu %hey are about 80 f a l l  

&own; the apriehte are missing o r  rottod away; tho roof of 

tho porch i t r  f u Z L  of holes; a n d  tho flooring is ro t t en  en- 

'c5sel;y o r  in the main ljlacecr of nsage. The ateps aro rotten 

or missLng and in their places are found boxes or rocka. 

11

and boards that they are able to pickup. The sides of some

of these houses look like the patch-work of qU11ts~ A coat

of even the cheapest pain:\; would go a long way in proteot­

ing the house., in helping its appearance, and in ~to:p:ping

numberless craoks and ereviees in the walls t but the truth

is that approximately nine-tenths of the houses occupied by

I:exlcan tenants are in great need of painting t and eight

out of these nine-tenths have never been painted.

As mentioned before in connection with the roofing.

nhere are qUite a number of houses without a ceiling of any

kind.. This work;~ D. hardship on the Inha:bi tents of the house

because of the particles Of dust and sa.nd tht.1.t are able to

come through the holes of the roofs and the open spots in

the joints. The same can be said of the f'loors ... ~rhe oracks

and holes in the floors of some of the houses are dangerous,

a8ide from 'the fact that they are inlet;;,) of dust and trash.

These holes a~e often stopped up with pieces of tin that are

nailed over them, with -the 1.... (H3Ul t that they are often the

cause of nasty outs OIl the feet of' barefoot children. An...

other source of sorrow for these membert~ of the barefoo'b

order are the splintery floors that BO typical of these old

weatherbeaten houses. The porches o:f th.ese houses are often

missing entirely; in some in3tances they ara about to fall

down; the u.prights are miasing 01' rotted e.-way; the roof of

the porch is :full. of holes; and the flooring is rotten en...

tixely or in the main places of usage. The steps are rotten

or missing and in their placea are found boxes ox rocks.



Thass Ws snbsGi$utas for  n t ~ p s  have often besn ths e&aaa 

sf aes9oua scaiden%s, 

Tho aoora and nindotms of nraay of $haas hums8 aara J ~ E B *  

aquare hoLaa fn th8 ava3Xs with  poor imiQa$Son o f  doore an& . 

w&adowsl In nazq cases aaare and ~raf  ndswcg ad8 nad avert 

have .f~ama+ Xn B O ~ B  tho t tosrs eanaol be 3 ~ e k e 8  boaaueta 

these sse no faaP;sne~rs sxceg2; st wasdom Zaeeh f rom the  in- 

having aJB the panes, and on a mfny Clap and Am ~ g n t a ~ ,  oms 

8% Bho plsm of  missiag 02 kraken piecaa of wfndsm panas, 

These misaiw OX brektn wfadow $an@% a@ sowrcoa of su$!f@r+- 

P n g  for the %enant8 In case 02 rkjtfn or c ~ l i l ,  St152 mof;h~.p: 

nacassity -t;bd$ is mfosfn. in a na$smfidg o f  t i l e  houses i:s 

soreene, $ow, Sndssd, ara  tho honaoa tlxaf san boas% sf a&@- 

qnate screws f o r  &osra and z~intlowa, an3 oa t  of' .L;k~se~ fen 

the majority are not ronz;al houses but privatclg ov~nea 

homes, In m s s - h  easw, "choao rantaJ, houses that Bo have 

screcna have only OX& and % o m  o a c ~ a ~  

-4ddea t o  thc de fec ts  of theito houaoe, t lm m::jority of 

which ero shack@, i s  the fact that they are uanallg in con- 

gested arsaa snd aften Zn %ha Zeaet d a s i r a b l s  ~ a ~ a t i a n a  o f  

the  tomn, whsre i t  i s  bard to got the bensfitu of pavod 

s t ree ta ,  of mo&em improoemants, propor ~ani8ary P n c i L i t i o e ,  

an& proper inspection. In Jan Liruaos thia i s  espoaia l ly  

true of 'chose housos along f'nrgatory Croak bg the 0 i 1  P l i l l .  

12

These two aubsti tu.tas for stells have often beerl thecaua6

of ~er1ous acoidents.

The doors and. windows of many of these homes are ~u.at

square holea1n the walls with poor imitat:ton of d.oors and

windows. In r.lany ease~'3 the doors and Viindow{3 do not even

have frames. In aome the doors cannot be locked because

there are no fasteners except a wooden latch from the 1n~

"'\1sidat Inside doors seem to be an almost heard of' thing in

the houses rented by the Mexioans. The window8 ofton laok

ha.ving all the panes" and on a rainy day and in winter, one

maY.S6e newapa~era, ;pleces of cardboard, and even raga tak...

ing the place of missing or broken places of window panas.

These missing or broken window panef3 are sources of suffer...

lng for the tenants in case ot rain or colds still another

necessity toot is missing in 0, majority 0:1': the houses ifl

soreens. Few, indeed, are the houses tha.t can boast of e.d.e ...

quata screens for doors and windows" and out of ·these few

the majority are not rental hou~{es hutprlvately ovJt1.ad

homes. In most cases o those rental houses that do have

screens have only old and torn ones.

Added to the defects of theBe houses t the m:.: j oJ:1 ty of

Which are shackf5. is the fact that they are usually in oon...

gested areas end often in the least desirable locations of

the town, where it is hard to got the benefits o~ paved

streets, of modern impxovements_ prolJe%' sanitary facilities.

and. proper inspection. In da.n l.Ia,:rao~3 this is eS})6oially

true of those honaea along xu.rgato:ry Oreek by the Oil Nlill.



The fsmgliea liv&.n& in thia neighborhood are often isolated 

vBen it r a i ~ a  bscsuso of the w d  that wak~s psaw@ impas- 

sible, Those p s ~ g X e  are ambls to h a m  %ha co%L~@aiextNs @XI-- 

jog@& 'by o % h e r  f 8 m i l f f 3 ~  Zn other g a ~ % s  of the %0%"33a The 

sme is %xu@ of tha nslghborhaad elaaa to ths r iver  and 39- 

ing bswsoa %he IxlGewaf ian~Z G r o a t  TfosthtarEa, and %ha Fls- 

soar$ >fan%&@ @nd Texas ssa.l[.lxsatJ, bsidges, H ~ r e ,  aw ba the 

Fur6sZ;cslry Greek mzeighbsrhsss8, %he fa mi lie^ mast do -without 

BOV@F&L C O ~ V Q ~ & ~ ~ C ~ S  a 

Of %ha Lws h m d ~ c d  families tht>,t w s m  s9%,ttBisb, i% ptraa 

:E"as;lnd that 1;ho avesags s%%e ~ Q U W  $s of -bl.sras rcPcarn8~ Zt w&E3 

81~x1 folrsld -%;hat these tkrea sppg~g ggst hoaaa and, a.Parsgo 

famizg of s9xl A PmSSg aSfh n. tkrae room house Can boa#% sf 

a kltohen, a ba&roam, and a 3ivZn.g roam, %sat of+ea, the 

case of a large familg, t h e  wBaZa houso 5.a oonverted Intio a 

&sl:m9tsry at nigh%, A l l  the c o t s  nmb beds that  ape svailabZe 

are nse8. and %he res% sf "Eie E8miE;y sleaps ola %he floor, The 

a~graga te  %s%al o f  poxw:20no ooneidnmd in %he stnay v~ss 867. 

Tllcse 857 paraon8 , %~.cIadZ~zg men, wonen 8,nd child.ren, are 

howaode in an aggragaee t o t a l  0-9 549 rooma, 285 02 wE-aZch strs 

aesignakea as b a d r ~ o r n a ~  T o  accomodaOe BSql gcrsand kn 269 

ba&rooms ~raqairs~ aa rtaarace of four gorsana t o  -C;h.%c ~QCI'OOIQ~ 

There are so- r~ara l  fariil.liss a f t h  hoaeea Larga onouph, 

anti m f l e  anowfa .to acaonodato the  f t i m P l g  cbeguetolg. 10 i r s  

 he@^ largor honea that rafsa %ha avsrage s i z e  o f  t b a  h o ~ ~ s  

o f  ;'.ex%c&ne t o  t h r e e  rboma~ A gapoat numbor of fnral l ies  l i v a  
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The families living in this neighborhood are otten isolated

vi'hel1 it rains because of' the mud that ma.kes, passage impos­

sible. These :people are unable to have the oonveniences en...

joyed by other families in other ~arta of the town. The

same is true of the neighborhood close to the r1v~r and ly­

ing between the Internationa.l Great Ilorthern and the Mia...

souriiCanss.a and Texas railroad bridges. Here. as in the

l;urgatory Creek neigh'borhood t the families rnur;3t do without

several conveniences.

Of the two hundred :families that were studied. 1t :was

:foUYlct that the average size house is of -three rooma_ It waB

als 0 :found that theae threa' J:'QQIIlS ~_m!l~~ __!l~:u.~§ and avere.ge

family o:f six.. A :family withe three l-'oom houae oan bOllat of

a kitohen, a. bedroom, and. 8; living roolll.. but often, in the

ease of 8 large family, the whole hou.se is converted into So

dormitory at night. All the cots and beds that are ~v~ilable

are tIseo. and the l"ast of the :family sleeps on 'tho floor. The

aggroBate to~al of ~er8ons considered in the stUdy was 857.

These 8E'7 persons i including' men. women and child.ren, ar$

housed in an aggrElf~ate total. of 549 rooms t 255 of which are

designated as bedrooms .. 'ro aeoomodate 8o? porE.lons in. g6t>

bedrooms requires an average of fOUl~ parsons to "ohe bed:t~oo:m\l

There are several famllies with houses la:t~ge enough

and ample enough to aoeomodata the family ~deQuately. It is

these larger homes that raise the average size of the horne

of l'i.lexicans to three rooms,. A great number of fa-mille:;, live



in one and Smo-room houees o r  shacks* ,:naming t l t l ;  the ~v'GX'- 

. ., " - 
see -.axican fnmily of Jan ..arcoa i n  six, one may nonder 

par  month, axcl.las~ve of utfXitisas '1h310 i9 e high ~ s r f %  gag 

rnsnth fo vPom o f  %he locations ,condiGions anti Saai'ff file@ Or 

co~vaaien.cco of %he houses, and tho occno~:aic condSLSon8 of 

l'c asrs P o r ~ e d ,  many "%:~ea, to go him~gry atld 
sagged So pap oar r0n-t ao that we m y  be force& 
to vacate tho kausa, 

!::e Lmow the honsa Ts In bad oondPtf on bn% 
the OWIBT will fiat f i x  5% BQ says t h G  3. % 
cos-tis -boo rriuch and tka% we do no% pay ancrugh 
reat, Yie havo aften %frsu$bf; of moving but fhc 
T C T I ~ D  8r43 a311 abalati the same, @ad &ha aon&i%%.t~n~~ 
of t he  houses =a baa also+ 

domo o f  the Samiliea l i v e  in s om-room honssb Ths 

312;e sf these om-roofn k.ou;;loa fs  upproximately 10 x I% feat; 

and mu& serve the family rss a kitchen, bodroom, l iving 

room, dining room, and bathroom* There is zos2i f o r  only an0 

bed which i;csge-t;ker with the other  pLecss of. furnitare ~roivd 

tho room .I;o aapacity,  Ssaviag l i t $Se  OT no room f o r  the 

in sneh, aae0~~80.61 ~andit%ons, y e t  t h i s  smta&y revealed tho 

fact %hat %here vers two  famiSiea of eight persona, one 

;eamiZy of six, three famllios of f ive ,  and one family ~f 

four  l i v i n g  in one-room hauaes, C l e a r l y  thssa families 

no+ manage t o  Live in a one-room house, wnd@r auof% erowd.@d. 
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in 011.6 ana. two ...room hou.ses 01' shacks •..:nowlng that the aver­

age :Jexlean family of dan Ev.reos is six lone may Wol1deX' how

they-oan live in the,~e small shacks .. still another a.stound...

ing fact is that the average rent of' these houses is :114.60

l)Gr month, exclusive ()f utilities. This is a high :rent per

month in view of the locations,conditions and ~acilitlesor

convenien.ces of the houses, and the economic conditions of

tho ~aml1ies~ How often is heard:

I:e are foreed., many time13,. to go hu.ngry and
ragged to pay our rent so that we may not be foroed
to vacate tho house.

Then again is heard:

We know the house 1s in bad oondition but
the owner will not fix it up. He says that it
cor;! ts too much and the. t we do not pay enough.
rent. We have often thongbt of moving but the
rente are all about the sa.me. and the cond! tion;";i
o~ the houses are bad also~

Joma of the families live in e. one..1'0 om house. ~ehe

size of these one-room houses 1s approximately 10 x 12 feet

and must serve the family as s. kitchen. bedroom; liVing

room .. dining room. and bathroom. There is :rOO1n for only one

bad whieh together with the other pleces of furniture crowd

the room ·to caIJacity, leaving Ii'btle or no room for the

family to move about. It 1s hard for even one person to live

in snch crowded oondi tiona. yet this s'~udy revealed the

fact that there wera two families of eight persons. one

£aml1y of siX. three £amilica of five t and one family of

four living in one-room houses. Clearly those families can­

not manage to live in e. one-room house, under suoh crowd.ail



many cases ths peo~3.e 39vlag in tkass  ~haoks are not  sble 

t o  Bay QY barely able to manage t o  ob%aia tho weekby 

Qne UP these ora ja  is a t.sidavt ~ L t h  f5se chilareaz 4x00 

gonrzg $0 b ~ 5 p  in way, ;;he is dapendenzt upon tEaa re l ie f  

office f o r  b.7,er f o o d  me9 Lbo few @lot;keet w i t h  wWh9eb she 

s ib l a ,  she vorks wheacsvs~ &a can fin O E P ~ B T  t r ~  pay hsa: 

l a  isdeed n piBy t o  soo these poor unaarnaurished dots 90ok 

ng v i d h  G ~ O S B  886 fr.$8:adly Q ~ B B  aiaa half %&;9mfd am2los, so ..----- - 

thae one %s abSe tc. raaa t h o  hunger &sa.--tSxe wane . th32; . 

A,no.t;,hor ~it19t11 case fts that QT &n oZir couple; living 

i n l  to aak f o r  s e l f e f ,  y e t  theixa -@Ugh% i ; 3  *adc Tlxe 05a man 

has t r i a d  t a  gat  work, but he is Loo o l d  t o  do anyLh.Lng* 1% 

takes all aS hfa sbrcngth to move about, y c t  k a . ~  ~ r 1 2 2 . L ~  

t o  ~penrl his ?tan% Q I X ~ Q ~  02 s%r~ra,qSb to csam tsrhat Jit-t;Sa he 

can go%. FZQ often GOOR OW"$ to try socure w h n t i ~ ~ ~ ~  ha e m  

in %he vsy OF food*  D n r h g  theaa axcasnisns, h i s  !nnto aLBa 

worried13 tl.zL hone praying -that her hzr~bsxnd might r o t u r n  

hame $ a f @ l y  oven if omptp-handed. Xt was bdktsr t o  Xisten t o  

Lha sad @tory o f  ebia oJ@ co~pl@ anA Lo sec the gnmxine 

t e t 3 ~ 8  . b k f  B P ~ ~ X . E &  $0 %hai r  eyes 8 3  they to3.a of thoSr aonai- 
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conditions, and still maintain fairly decant health. In

many cases the peo~le living in these shacks are not able

to :payor barely able to manage to obtain the weekly rent.

One of these e:a~Js is a "idow with five children too

young to help in an;y way. She is- de:pendsllt upon the relief

office for her food and the few clothes with w,h~C!lshe

f,~~4~L,f,\nd,e1()th§.§,A~:t',c:p;i.ldrell aIldh§;l'~E}l:f,.. ~;'lhenevar pos ....

sible, she works wherever she can in order to pay her

monthly rent of one dollax, and to get whatever necessities

the relief office fails to issue or is unable to issue. It

1s indeed t1. pity to see these poor und,ernonxished. tots look

up with those sad fr;J.endly eyes and half timid smiles" so
,~."-~.,,--,~.:<-._,,,.-~

Another }!itiftll ca;~e is that 0:1: an old couple l.iving

in their humble one-room ::~hH·ell:. f'chey are too timid and bal1h­

fu1 toaak' for relief, yet 'thei!' plight 1i3 sad. The old man

has tried to get vWl'k t but he h~ too old to (10 a.nythIng. It

takes all of his streng·th to move about,. yet he is willing

to speml his last ounce o:f strength to earn what 11ttle he

can &Ot5 He often goes out to try and seoure whatever he can

in the way of food. Durlng thEHi$ oxcursions, his mate s1ts

worriedly l':Lt home praying th~lt her huslmnd might return

home aafaly even if empty-handed. It 'vas bitter to listen to

the sad story ot this old couple and to see the genuine

tea.rs 'that sprang to their eyer:: as they told of their condi-



t lons ,  

-;ti25 tmokE3or tygtcal es~an-gle af tlae condf tlona of n 

oiiakroow bouaa and of i%@ occapmts f s t k t  09 t%o old ma. 

fiviag in such a house. Thr? rtssf' of the ahack loaka lika a 

@xaas-nor& guezSe, :7 f t41  a l l  khta tin pztehiq; +ha.[; it  has* 

The ~ ~ a l l a  are nar~;sc? csac::c& nit& thrco-fourthe of $ha 

s$rips gone Xsav%ng cracka khe heighth o? the  horns&, Thwe 

eracka Bavo been p ~ - % i a U ; g  covered ooor t?S"ch tira strips and 

oaraboexa, Tho boxxng of t h ~  ajlesck 9c setuaZly se_Sf;irt$ on 

tbc gsauna w i t h  ths aaL1t3 8% @bout a sesentg Eagrse angle 

?,-:-!;!I ~ : ~ : ? C T Q . : - ~ - ~ P  C: '-.":;- ,~::~oun&. L:, : f l~,~k 92 23b0a$ t o  ttnmble 

wsr and thest, Z;s;.o OX& r,zn CP@ bn :la.ngor o f  beinY!: ernahed 

t o  aaaPlia moqe C ~ O  d3.y * i.;t;%ll, they are u.::a,bl@ t o  illova ; where 

 COB%^ L h ~ y  go? They b v a  na ::.:onay, g n ~  F ; I B F ~  ancZ no one t o  100% 

af tsr hbJ~esne Thu sno 6oor  and one ~ l i x d c c  cZn hardly bo caL2- 

ed by tbose word,8, Thn v;in5on, mhich Jo32 not have a 3 i ~ g L ~  

g l a ; ~ a  pa&@, 1 3  covorcr2 ovox1 1~1t41 ~ i o @ ~ ? a  o f  ca rdb~ar&,  tin, 

or pager, The duos i3 an O % T O C ~  oa3 % k f 2 ~  0; $ins, cardboard 

f~aB aIa%B wfth rn ilorcz4 k ~ a b a  o r  latch of ail2 kintl, fl~rasa is 

ao aeZ1Pn$ and %he f l o o r  is .@1.~e e@x)%h hkiaolf ,  ' b o  ~o@Qan 

cats,  am old vood. ,:Lave, E' box f cr a ~ u ~ b o ; ~ ~ d ,  a5zd a smaX1 

Lable osrrir,rS-~c -bits farn.%@rsro "t'ho T f ~ ~ ~  neeshy Pzrnizhea 

tho BrinaZing an& bath211g f ~ ~ c i l $ % i e a ,  

These are sxtsomoZy baa easec2 o:i" izsn:~i :~ , f~ ,  b u t  tho ae- 

%aamr$;lng .t;r~.ral;h 3.2 %ha% th.a majority aP Gbeee sbnd bvo- 

Eoom house@ 828 no% far being @5rnae+ iaan%ioal in con- 
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tionso:

;3tl11 another typical example of the conc!i tiona of s

one-room hOLlse and of 1t;;-J occupants ia that of t'Wo old. men

living in auch a hOUS84 The roof of the shack looks like a

Gross-word puzzle. '!o':.rith all the tin patohing that it ha.s.

The wal13 are warped ana cracked vri th three-fourths of the

strips gone leaving cracks the heighth of the honse. These

el'a-oks have been lfartlally covered ovor with tin strips and

eardboard. The bOXing of. the shack i;;:i actually ~~~.:t.ing on

tho ground with the walls et about a seventy degree angle

TIlth reference to i'?l'OUl1d. Tho .:::hack L:; about to tnmble

over and thsso tYlO old men H,J;'e in. d8.ngor of being crushed

to d.eath unexpectedly" ,Jtil1, they aro t1.Yls,ble to move; where

COL11d they go? They have no mO:i:1€lY \I no \'lork ano. no one to look

a:fter 'them.. The 011e door and. one w1:..1o.o\,,; cun hardly be call...

ad by those word,s.. 'l'11(,1 vi'indmv ~ which aocs not hnve a single

gl£;1.t3S pane f liS eov01'od OVer with :p1eoos of cardboard \I tin.

or paper ... The doc:!.' is an atrooiOUi3 ·bhil1.g of tins, cardboard

and oloth wIth no doer knobs or 10.tell of any kincl.. Thore is

no ceiling and the floor 18 the earth itself. ~~o woeden

cots. ~Zi,n old wood. :::::tove II b; bo:;{; fora. ctqjDoo,l'd, 0;11.(1 So emaIl

table comprise ti.he furnituro .. The l'iver nearby furnishes

tho d.ri.nklng and ba.thing :tiStcilities ..

These are extremely bad eases of hClwing, but the as­

tound.ing truth iG that the majority of those one ~md tt.vo...

room houses are not far from being almost identlaal in con~



& i t i o n *  Xn 2ae-k aavera1 09 %be lai-qer hwusos aTo 1 ~ 1  about 

the ssme bati cond%%%sn:i, coa1g8~~a%lvalr, 

A;lo%her a%to.esPshlng fact Za the$ enmm5l ninor%$y of hone 

o~iuom,  On+ of tho ntEzBa~ of fzmfliea :&ud%aa %hers %ere on13 

f i f $ y - - t i h ~ @  h01'38 ~ i ~ n s r a ,  t=~i i i le  t h e  ro&t were %~"il~t~fG8 or @&few 

L B ~ O T S ~  21~1s sitjzrration e% th@ slwll '91~;1bs;tl of prspe~flsdt 

2Tex;licans bn *an idhscos daeo not coinekda with khe ~ ~ ; ~ J Q ~ Q ~ ~ ~  

09 l i a~arond  Yrmcjis Bdas as a2zpreai3~d 9.s~ his 

za 
lilL1.r 

TI1o right, t o  awn p r i w ~ t a  pwper ty  has beon 
tiu Illan by netara or rather by the Creator Efmself ,  
not only i n  o rde r  thaG %n&EvLdnaZs E I Q ~  be a b l e  So 
provide for their own necda andl %hose of t h a i r  
f ~ m f X % ~ s ,  but UZGO th~1-b bp !ze&ns of  S%,  %he ~ o o ~ l a  
wkich the Crowtor ha@ doa%in& 203 the human xaae 
my trn1y serve thfss purpose* 9 

PL is mu'i2g %hew prozar ty  o.Gnoxn of ,;an :%E*GOG &EL% 

ono is a b l e  4;a see "itx be-Ltor Ba~so :~  tznd "t;~ bcbtex IlvS-q; 

ccin&k%ionsP Tha reaac;l 02 reaijaiu i,;~ .hi: k i w t  6liei;a ~ ~ a o p l s  

LaBo mare p L d e  i n  bu i ld ing  up i.ib~:'l;, i . 2  t i c i r  OITII; i t mag be 

that; tfaey axe t21~1e t a  I ! I O T ~ ~ U ~ G  t h e i r  ~ L O : . ~ S  $0 'hluilcl thorn ug 

o r  to rspalx %ham; o r  i - b  nray be t.i:at "cha m c ~ c y  they 1isuZcP 

apoad 201: xs:at iz cmpXolywd in ."ixi,rg $ha howa ~r ir:. Smgsov- 

9733 %he eandl t i o ~  o:I' Litc rE"12,r.5$13 a L : l i i ~ h e r ~ ~  the xqeF;:joila may 

Ba, bc-t;$cx2 ccu~:GL"I;~un fiP y ~ : ~ " o ~ : f j ~ ~ ~ b f ~ d  i : ~ . i r ~ - ' ~ b s  d~ 1s  s t rong  

proof .mil ar;$u~zent fax tho necewsity of r:i;:vi;ing property 
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CLition. In fact several of the larger houses are h1 about

the same bad conditions, compurativoly.

Another' a$tonishing fact is t.h(j emall minor!ty of home

owners. Out of the nUluber of familias 8tudied there were only

fifty~three home owners~ while the reat were tenants or Gare~

takers. 1!h1s situation of 'the sm,a,ll numbe:.r of propertied

lHexicans in San L!a.rcos does not coincide with the philodophy

The right to own pl"iva"te property has bean
to man by nature or rather by the Creator Himself.
not only in order that individuals may be able to
provide for their own needs and those of their
families,. but also that by means of it, "the goods
which the Creator has destined for the human raoe
may truly serve this purpose. 7

It is among these proIJerty owners of;jan Ea:l'cos that

one is able to see the better homeu r),!.lu 'the be'tter living

talro more pride in building UIi Wl:H:'.'':U 1:3 their own; it ma;y' be

that they t3.1'e able to mOl'tgage their ,homes 'to builet ,,!Guam up

or to' repair thom; or i-t may be 'that the m0116:,r' they would

zpend fOj~ :cen.t is employed in fixing the house or in improv-

be. this be·tter co:u.cli tiO'rl of In:''OlH.U'tiiod LtlJtlcans is strong

;proOf ana argument :toJ:.' the neceasi ty o:f ma,]dng pl'operty !l:::

______><_._,_4""_. lllIilos;olo:_'__W'Plll_'__



vailw1%L.a,, I" - to these people for the impso't7emermt o f  their socl%al 

and economfa condltio.azud OE ~ h o u l d  ~ B ' B ~ ~ T E L ~  w p ~ ~ p ~ r t y I ~ ' f  of 

the unproper-bied bs $00 i dea l i s%ic ,  then a m m t  I o w - z ~ ~  

housing ahoald be grovfded for them so %bat theg can s t f f ~ 0  

t o  live np to the staadasas o f  t h e i r  surrountiings. 

Qrre thing mu;llt be said about the houses a116 yariiss of. 

these l,:ezrbc:;,n f a ~ t i l i e s  an& Ghat i a  that, in s-pite 09 fhe 

oontl l t iaas  02 ths houso or ~f the fam%Zg, these ar0 kept, 

ua $he B B ~ O X ~ ,  V ~ x y  ~18811. Th@xe axe, of C C O U ~ B ~ ,  aome excep- 

tions; but the ma$oritg of the Ganes proved begaad a aoabt 

%ha% -thoas Xbexicafi 2arnil;Lea asre clean a-na wish t o  live so. 

This also goaa %o show t h a t  tihe state of bad c o n d i t f o f i ~  anfi 

not tho 2ack OF v i l l i q n a s s  to Jive b e t t o r  has kept %he 

13exEcans bn dein i;:zlrcus Prom gainlng a higher leael o f  aoo ia l  

ancl ecoaornic l iving4 

,juch, then, 5.3 the ~;.::-icCar@ of %he halasing coadltions 

09 1.Lexicuns in Se:~n :.laxcas, Q picPlura t h a t  ca1l.s far meetgurss 

Co be taken in dev5slng means f o r  I tmpro~ing the canibi..t;ions* 

Impetus f a r  tho improving o f  such conditions should be 

givon ~'12tkori%fou through Lhs &no~ledge of the fact that 

the o f f s o t s  of bad homing can be measured directLy in tarma 

of the go~ernl welfare* One ~8x1 see how it lessons Fndus- 

% r i a l  ~.f-f"ZcYencg, ancousagea izlforior cifizarmtship, Zowera 

the utanderda of fami ly  Jl,if@ and 8eprkves the peopla o f  

~essonable col?lf~r-b, Ln crfswdeii conditlo-as such a@ may ba 

aeen 3.n aoma of those houses, the XndS_vi~iuc;liity of the family 
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!?'..11@,b~£L to these people for the improvement of their socia.l

and economic conditions. Or should general npropertying" of

the unpropertied be too idealistic, then decent low~rent

housing should be provided for them so that they can strive

to live up to the standards of their surroundings.

One thing mU~;jt be said about the houses and yards of.

these l:Iexic,:m families end that is that. in apite of the

oonditions of the house or of the family. these are ke:pt~

on the whols! very clean. There are, of course. some excep­

tions; but the majority of the cases proved beyond a doubt

that these Mexican :fa.milies are clean and wish to live so.

This also goes to show that the state of bad conditions and

not the lack of Willingness to live better hue kept the

Mexioans in dan Marcos from gaining a higher level of sooial

and economio liVing.

;3uoh, then. 13 the picture of the housing conditions

of liexice.ns in San liarco8» a pioture that calls for measures

to be taken in deVising mea!lS for improving the conditions.

Impetus for the improving ot such conditions should be

given author1 ties through -the knowledge of the faat tha.t

the effects of bad housing can be measured directly in terms

of the general welfare. One can see how it lessens indus­

trial efficIency. encourages inforior citizenship. lowers

the standards of family I.ife and deprives the people of

reasonable comfOrt. In crowded conditions such as may be

seen in 30me of these houses ~ the Indivil..1.u~;1lity of the family



Life l a  threatoneti an& there 5.2 const2tutad a def in i t e  

hazard. t o  the morals of tho $sungc I ' l m l l y  one i a  abZo to 

sas t h o  direct ro3a$fonships between poor  housing and poor 

health, an& behesn  poor boraalng and e r f m ~ ,  

C l o s e  upon tho heals  o f  t l a ~  honalng pr~blem, f a r  

several r@ansms,shoula csm@ a aiacusaloar OF the coav~niemscos 

vihich the ibIexfc@tas sf ,;an Yart~ss enjoy o r  fail. t o  en;log. 

l.:aaL of thaae oonvenianco3 should ba f u ~ n i s h c d  by tho house 

oltharrght a fss mvtst ba furnishad by the P m i l f o a  .t;ha"cren% 

the halzsen. 'II128se T O ~ C  a% on8 time h o ~ n  as l m r i s a  and. 

t ~ x a d  as B U C ~ ,  h n t  $he change o f  time &ad situateom h a w  

cause& a change Zn the a$titu&a t o ~ ~ n r d .  them, T h ~ g  are no 

l o n g e ~  regard@& as l m ~ r i $ a  that 38091% Can do ~ ~ i t h ~ n t ,  but 

nB nscsssf t ias  in a o c l e t y f s  dafly lifer 

t o  %lm roasons f o r  +ha failure of the majority 09 

ths 7;exlcam of 3an EBkcos t o  t;2ako uuc o f  t;hese oomenicncss, 

ona mey zclunla -two 0r thraa, Chief atrow t.P.1ese I 3  the lack  of 

tho easantinl. convamie~3c~s In t hee  house3 s ~ n k o d  t a  ::@xieams, 

Such earsenbfala ~~oa1.d inalnae nsnaiw water,  bob2;hrooms, 

sanerage, P l ' t l ~ s  f o r  wosa ~ l t o a s s  sad. haaters , an6 wiring for 

elecCri@ Xightfng, &no%her rcaaon for the f r i lu lsa  o f  I!exScans 

in dan E:zxrcos t o  ea13oy sa-rrerf.l orprsveniancsa i n  $ha or~onom;ic 

si.l;uation l a  gonoral. The amov-nt and mroliabilitg caQ aoges 

plus tile higher griosa and often ez~rbi-.t;ant psioau nnd terms 

of purchase render these poopla nmble t o  gay f o r  the conve- 

nienaee they nes&. B th i rd ,  is the ignorance of mveral 02 

these, iamli39os a@ t o  %ha use, purposes anti banofi-be o f  these 
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life 15 threatened and there is constituted a definite

hazard to the morals of the young. Finally one is able to

see the direct relationships between poor housing and poor

health, and between poor housing and crimo.

Close upon the heels of the housing :problem; and for

several reasons.should. come a. discussion of the conveniences

which the IiIexieans of ;3an JiJIarcos enj oy or fail to enjoy.

Most of these conveniencos should be furnished b~ the houss

although a few must be furnished by the families that rent

the houses. These were at one time known as luxuries and

taxed as such, but the change of time a.nd.. situations have

cau~ed a change in the a.ttitude toward them. They are no

longer regarded a.s luxtl:r1ea that people can do \vithout. but

us neoessities in society's daily life.

As to the reasons for the failure of the majority of

the Eexicans of .Jan lIarcos to make use of. these conveniences t

one may nanle two or three... Chief among these is the lack of

theessentlal conveniences in th.e houses rented to I.Iexicans.

Such essentials woul.d include running water, bathrooms,

sewerage l flues for wood stoves and heaters J and wiring for

electrio lighting. Another reason for the fe,ilure of lJexicans

in ,:~an xlTarcos to enjoy sever(:;i.l conveniences is the economic

situation in goneral. The amount and unreliability of wages

plus the highel~ prices /lnd often fJ.~Q~b!_:t~l:l:t prices and terms

of purchase render these peop-Ie unable to :pay for the conve­

nienees they need. it third. is the ignorance of Beve:ral of

these families as to the use 9 purposes and benefits of these



convcniances ; there has grmn r;cp a resf pned Andif f e2ence 

towards the p o s s i b i l i t y  o r  iapossibilitp of acyaLriag them. 

As a reason f o r  this rsafsned paaaiveneas arm@ m q  say that 

theae peugls have the Inhereat racial characteri~tio of 

being patient and long snffering, One may still f u r t h e r  

a o n 8 e ~  haw these bad coaditloas have s x i s b d  so long wi%houL 

t h e i r  bodng realize& beforo, 

1% mas io~md thaQ only alxty-two !n:exican homes have 

e l ~ c t r l o i t r ,  In contrast t o  %hi3 very small anmbes of hornaa 

w L t h  e l s c t r i e i t g  were the om hundred bsntg- threo  homes 

lighted by kerosene lamps, Electrfclt$ is no loagsr an ex- 

pensive Luxur$; it 13 an i n e ~ ~ n s 5 . v ~  necessity made Do come 

with in  the means of the grea t e s t  majority. The reduced rates 

02 e 3 e c t r l ~ i t y  make it oheager, in the long run, %ban the 

oil 1~rng~ with the%r m e w  and Gear of chimeya and wicks and 

the  coa t  09 keroaons. b'aflraro of sr:nera of hoases to have 

them properly nfrsa f o r  electrfclt ip and, tho financial imbi- 

15Gg of the familie3 t o  havc it done h ~ V 0  been the rcaeans 

f o r  .the lack o f  eleetaeieity In niany homes* To th ia  rmy be 

addaa the refnaal  of .the ~ 2 e ~ t r i o  compa81~~ t o  extond I t s  

Othes imtc3xaatin.g facts f o ~ m d  were t h ~ t  there arc oB2Lg 

Lkiirtsen alkot~er batha among the lfexi~ans in dan Ihrcoa* ;3ome 

of' %hsse ~ l k o w e r s  are mak~"ohif t  affairs vti.t;h a rrubbsr hose 

connectsd from % ' , e  gwrd hydraat t o  the Sft$ le  roora t h a t  serv- 
P 

es as a bathroom. T.baa horns@ ners  found $hat have ba-t;h-t;ube, 

20

conveniences; there has grown up a resigned indifference

towards the possibility or impossibility of acquiring them.

As a reason for this resigned passiveness one may say that

these people have the inherent racial characteristio of

being patient and long suffering. One may still further

wonder how these bad conditions have existed so long without

their being realized before.

It was fonnd that only sixty-two Mexican homes have

eleotricity" In contrast to this very small nnmber of homes

with electricity were the one hundred twenty-three homes

lighted by kerosene lamps. Electricity 1s no longer an ex­

pensive luxury. it is an inexpensive necessity made to come

within the means o£ the greatest majority_ The reduQed rates

of eleotricity make it chear:sr. in the long run. than the

oil lamps with their wear and tear of chimneys and wicks and

the cost of kerosene. Failure o£ owners of houses to have

them properly wired for electricity and the financial inabl­

1ity o£ the families to huve it done have been the reasons

:for the lack of electricity in many homes. To this may be

added the refusal of ,the electric oompa.ny to extend Its

~ines to these neighborhoods.

Other interesting facts found were tha.t there are only

thirteen shower baths among the Mexicans in ;:ian Haroos. dome

of these showers are makeshi£t affairs with a rubber hose

conneoted from tLe yard hydrant to the little room that serv­

es as a bathroom.. T,hree homes were :found that have ba'~htubs j
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i the ~agular washtub f a r  ba-thing While S O ~ Q  wb8 lave bg %he 

j[ri3ver mako use of it for bath$% purposes. Sxoept for the 

&ix homes the% have @ewesaga, a21 tho homea h ~ v 0  backyard 

bonaes. Same of tilzeae back3ara houses are uaeb by tmo or 

more F@esilfes, and in cases whaze the yards are small., the 

lE%Lle houses are congeatad tagekhar caue Tag unpXeaaant and 

unaaaifary cont i i t ion~l~  Concerning; drinking water, it was 

Pomd that tw~124iy~six fa~11iSie8 gsf thoSs wrttaa from waZZa, 

fotar gee theirs  fro^^ the  r iver ,  %lad tho 3cca.B; from h g d ~ a n - t s ~  

'>'it& the n u b s r  o f  p o a s i b i l f  tdos of con%tlmfn&tion af wsl3.a 

an6 the poseibilf tias of pat.hogen2.r: hiuc.&ierf w fn &he rivers 

one is able t o  see %ha% these sdzlirces sf drinking water ars 

urm~anltary The only s~niterry means af ge%2;1xg pare WQ%@T 

f LT 1.1y mean8 of the hydrants, but 2x1 cases v+h@ro 0x10 ~ B r a a %  

aorvee Bhrae er m o m  families %he aegroo of  saai%aLion i~ 

l e ~ ~ ~ ~ l @ d r  

Zurther Lnveutigalisn saves3o& tkdt thora w c r s  s i x t y -  

ej9gh-b radio@ in as  man^ ~ Q W I O S ~  The homsa with elactricl-by 

contained electr3.s rad5os and the r a a t  ham d2y a e l l  ~ a d i o ~ ! ,  

Out o f  seven%y-.tr;-s hornan ~ ~ i t h  refrigaraticm on237 t w o  ha& 

ooolezators while %he r e s t  nse fea in ice boxes, I % o ~ ~ ~ e v e r ,  

f i f t y   at o f  t hme  sev~nty familias gith ioe boxoa nae I c e  

only wh@n %hey can affox& it;, u,nd LhLs hopgersa on ly  m c e  ln 

a whf2.e t a  a great  number of fsrniXias, 

ha %s oaokdng and heaefng ~rjuipenont  it found L1~a-b 
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ana .:31x homes had sa"erage .. All the rest of -~he :fa.milies use

, the regular washtub tor. bathing V'1.hile some who live by the

\r1var make usa of it for bathing purpose",_ Exoept for the

six homes that ha.ve sewerage." all the homes have backyard

houses. ~ome of these backyard houses axe used by two or

more families. and in cases where the yards are small, the

little houses are congested together causing unpleasant and

unsanitary conditions. Concerning drinking water. it was

~onnd that twenty~slx families get thoir water from wells,

four get theirs f:r.'om the riVeX 9 and the rest from hydrants.

~ith the number of possibilities of contamination of wella

ancl the possibilities of pathoganl.c bacteria in the river,

one 113 able to aee that these eouroes of dr!nking water are

uns.anitary • The only sanitary me~ns of getting pure water

ik1b~l means of the hydrants, but in cases where one hydrant

ser:vss three 01" more families the degree of' ganl tatlon is

leasened.

Further investigation revealed that tbere were sixty~

eight radios in as many homes. The homes with electricity

contained electric radios and the rest have dry oell ratliOD.

Out of seventy-'b-rIO homer3 with ref.rigeration ol'.lly tVi'JO had.

coolerators while the rest use ice in iceboxes. Hm'16ver.

fifty out of these seventy families with ico boxes use ice

only when '~hey can afford it. cmd ·this happens onl.y once in

a while to a great number of families.

As to cooking and heating equlpams4t it was found that
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%hsagh the@@ ianilfa8 ars so ca%asfaat aboa~t f i x a s  t l x ~ G  %he 
-, 

~ ~ ; B P Q  T&%Q a::ioyag -bile . .pxJtez~s $3 X%O~YS.DT %Pat  -tihe 

' ~ , ~ ~ l % d h : ; ! r i ~  gsr%%on rl%f t133 ~ P $ I X ! U % ~ % ; , ~ . C ~ T ,  .$G the $/@el;$ 

atoooa P;l~a't~ twra &~~5:1-t;g-~iyP~f 0Ci. Y ~ O P Q S ,  3ix 3 ~ 3  atovbrg, 

arit ons BIUWY a& 2$%$y-%2a~0 WOO&! , , I ^ ~ ; o v Q ~ ~  

~ G Y ~  apagera aro c l-kf.r~r tgaa o;cronai~e ZQZ the 530 peog3a 

ar 61340 "5 . i~  z ~ a T 3  r l i ~ ~ d  LII°~%Q~CS% %&,~m, Par onJI,y $hi J : ~ s $ -  

one homaa~ ~OCDIPOI: 2 61~113  no'^"^^^^^^ ,$ M ~ . . ~ , ~ ~ ~ Q % B  ,L X@Y &O;WG EB@& 

v~sal-fiy a r  :n~rnGh%$~ 1-:1ap2~zkt"t33 ax gsz5.*5\.cdf 0ul.d of z.s~?@ -i;ygu, 

a&liap &enora%~m ~IQXLL~Z sr rFl .%sraaXi, 

ii~org? $hose goa-p%o wags Sguvd ik"o;b"e~?-f:Llr~s aaze C~*;BOZ,L 

sn4 oi:;knt ~r t le2 m i ~ " t ~ ~ l ~ a  . ~ o < x  09 tJ le~a a~r..-a %~nc::,; a m  

nat $soi%%g ~..;lsa& Bse"l;?pz:se %%+at+m ; @ o ~ X o  rre 25.jIs %o b v ~  %he 

11083["k~~.~da 

. " ,.sovgl ail.@s x4aXa t 1 vi. l a  iaoa%%fa ~ G I B ~  t & A  sad @:;.:.:z be galhe raft 

a@aPEy fxom $kc \:ell 86% P~~p3Fs"~,tS.~ixa t1;4efi Pron %Brs 3k:s~  

~usjisn3 or: sthor ghassa of %jgf C ~ R & Z ~  - 'LQco~~'~ZI?.G %D Ghe in- 

forn~tet,f,on gabherrail l a  B;hZU,: ~ta-i.~ey, %ho h@%StB% ci :.kc ;;@e;pXa 

ba goad &a BBo m$orf %y of oaasa* EIoz t h i s  win be gsoalb8y 

there wer~ five oil heaters. four

pIled the heat but not necessarily' from a heater.

til of tha honae deTendH t1:r;ontlu~ .bJ!l~i; ~!iVml out by the cook

~3t()·va. In. fii. 1'OV: ca}:!~s th.e LU:WO.t, ea..:me :f:rOir~ live oO~it.la pu,t into

a. tub or u 1~.l.1"8e ptim ~,'Uld placed in the n'Jiddle of the room.

,
thongh the.s$ taml1i6lil are so c&I'efu,l abou.'i; f1%'0::3 th8't the



t rue  rantier the c a a d i t f o m  i k a  mhlch %hey l i ~ e  is '>erh&ps 

alurdy or they could not a-bwna nnaer the lashings o f  their 

way through mdemonr i~&en% and exposure r,tiLh %he result 

tihat they becone eao3.1~7 n u ~ ? e y t L h l c  to s f c h e ~ s  and in t h e i r  

nwakenud cond%%ioa the en3 3.3 inovl%able, To t h i s  fact is 

addea tbs beSn%od m d i c a l  %roa%nant o r  the failare t o  g e t  

medical a l d  bscanse of the lack of moneym Often &octors  

have sefuaeta t o  rospomik becanae the J P B D ~ ? ~ E !   aid they c o d a  

not gay the naney ri~ht ain~aye 

Aa Go health eondiPtisn$ in the surroupldixgs at@ "Isxicans, 

f t  ma@ fauna t h a t  tho lack of  ~anitarg cnnvsniencaa plus 

laoB 09 ~:recantisn an& a d e ~ a a t e  sngervis5sn has cro%%sd t 

~~rocarfouo situatioa. The bu,nchbng sf b e c Q ~ r d  houms, tne - 

lack a f  a&ecirzato screens f o r  the hcuaos, tha f 11th a i  %he 

Sooatkana 02 the  maJo~i.t;y of these ~ O U S ~ E ~  rialee h e ~ l t h  colu- 

dieions %erxiblet In ons : nr-liLcular location the proximi%y 

o f  Eurgatorg Creek, wi th  mtagnanl w a h r  n% Lincs, creates 

LL annga~on% situation %Paat; sndangass not on17 the 1.Iaxican.e 

living in t h l o  neighb~rhao& bnt the r e s t  of $be town as 

walS8 Tho%, of coua-+,t!, there  iu t he  mattes: 03; clrinkirag 

water: the rna%tes o f  overcrow&ed conditions, snd of gsnsral 

unaarsltasy conditionse 
.. . TPh8 &is% of  "c;~ :Isxicans of Jan ! ~ @ I ; ' C O C ,  16 most ODE- 

rnonlg maae up o f  beans, po la tooa ,  bread End coffeea Lt 
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true under the condltions in which they live is IHzrha.ps

answerv.ble in one word, sturdiness .. They are bound to be

sturdy or they could not stand nnder -the lashings of their

conditions .. However, this sturdiness is slowly wasted a~

way through undernourishment and exposure with the result

that they become eaf:lily Stlscoptibl0 to s1clmeas and in their

weakened condition the end is inevitable. To this fact is

added the belatod medical treatment or the failure to get

medioal aid becausaof the lack of money. Often doctors

have refused to respond because the people said they could

not :pay the ~oney x'ight away It

As to heal th conditions in the surroundings of r\~exlcans.

it was found that the lack of sanitary conveniences plus

19ok of p:acaution and adequate supervis'ion has created [;,

precarious situation.. The bunching of backyard houses. 'tne

lack of adequate screens for the houses. the filth of the

locations of the major! ty of these houses rrake health con­

ditions terrible. In one rarticnlar location the prOXimity

of Furgatory Oreek. with stagnant w&tter D,t times, creates

U dangerous situation that endangers not only the IJexicans

liVing in 'l,hlB neighborhood bu.t the rest of the town as

well. Then, of cour:,;e,. there is the rna tter of clril1king

water; the matte:r of oVE.lxcrowded conditions, and of general

unsanitary conditions.

~rho diet of the IIexicans of San .T:'[urcos, is most com...

monly made up of beans, potatoes, bread and coffee. At
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times thora mag ba a little bacon, pazgsr aauae, aoae syrnp, 

and even some bat%ssr. 'So cak~s$ders t ion  i s  given the re1ELfilvB 

  slues 09 varfou~ Psoda o r  tks balanoing of meala. They aat 

what Lheg can g a t  tho moat 09 at the ohespeat prioes, The 

iaiLure t o  heed the values of ths ~iffesent foods is ass fo 

ignoue~paae of tho .subject and $0 $ha inabf 3.1 tg , f imnaLslLg, 

f o parchase %he fosds ~ ~ i t k i  %he necessary food values, 

'Ehe consmnlptionz af brsail among %be ::@xicmts is enor- 

moua, 8omu l i g h t  bread frarn the bakery i s  u ~ e a ,  but t i le 

gmQte% portion of the braad conaa%16d i a  mdc at hama 1x1. 

the form of  tortillss, b2acui-b~ and Z G U ~ ~  bread, all ma& 

from wheat f lour .  541e3g a3ao eaG co rn  Lor-b iZlas  mads Prom 

bolZsa cozn %ha% is groamd and mado Into  dough; and bread 

made from corn meal. 

Dsms are prepared in the auvera l  dbPrSiersn% ?my3 .@91~t% 

only LWsxfo&n people  Gon prepare %horn, w h i l e  tho  lJo2;atoss 

are fr5.08, baiL@d, o r  cookad Sn mug laskion, Bacon ia a% 

tirnei3 aP;%dldr;d, t o  tho bsblcd bs~~rna or cooked negasstaly wf%h 

hot  red. or g r e m  Bopper eance and t i o r f i~ tos s~  liico i s  nsed to 

:~applemant the beana, as vtol3, aa vermocilli and macaronlo 

(:offoe I t 2 3  L11e aelsa beverage 05 the  meal, ~ i t h  soma Lea 

o r  mi lk  in a Pew homeaa '?ho coffee l a  usaaXLz made strong 

and in metsky iaatanms Lskon w l t f i o u t  sugar or milk, 

dyxup or rnolas~ea ia %onetimes evident  on the table as 

a a e a s e ~ t ,  OChsr art2 clea  of f o o d  may be ln the d i e t  wban- 

cwsr financia3 ci rc~~rnbta~lcea  permit iL, Among .thoso may be 
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times there may be a. 11ttle bacon. pepper aBuoa.t some syrnp.

and even some butter. Iro consideration is given the relative

va~ues of various foods or the balancing of meala~ They eat

what they can get the moat of at the cheape~t priaes~ The

failure to heed the vnlue:3 of the different foods is due to

ignorance of the subject and to the inability, finanoially,

to purchase the foods with the necessary food values~

i:ehe consumption of bread among the:Iexicans is enor~

mallEh Bome light 'brea.d froIn the bakery is used, bu.t the

greater portion of the bread cons~~ed is made at home in

the form of tortillas, biscuits and ronnd bread, all made

from wheat flour ..· They also eat corn tor-tilles made from

boiled corn that is ground and made into dough; and bread

made from corn meal.

Bea.ns are prepared in the several dlf:ferent ways that

only Mexican people ean prepare them. while the y,otatoes

are fried, boiled, or cooked in soup fashion. Bacon i3 at

times added. to the boiled hec,ns or cooked fJeparately wi th

hot red. or green pepper sauce and tomatoes.. Hice is used to

supplement the beans, ag well as vermecll1i and macaroni.

Coffee ikl the main beverage of. the meal. with some tea.

or milk in a :fevl hO!m:~s. rella coffee L3 llsuallZl made i3trong

and in many ini3tanaes taken wi thout ~3ugar or milk.

Jyrup or molasses is sometimes evident on the table as

a dessert.. Other articles of food may be in the diet when­

ever financial circumstances permit it .. Among 'those may be
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.:;1,th t.he depenclenea of a lal'ee Il&rt of the families of

tho d):id<Hl.!\7i)on tho eOLufl.od,l t~r 11~3t~J of the rollaf office



of rn&mer@, as w e X l  aB the baofidnoss sf mint%, the resaurca- 

PuZgksss a d  the  Inltiativaness t h a t  oomea with eaucatian, 

Thoy aee and rea l i ze  the fact  t h a t  eaaeation tends t o  lowar 

B ~ A  uSt$ma%ely t o  remove aLZ barriers ~f class ~onflict and 

racial p ~ e j e t t l l c o ~  They can r aaa i ly  see all kke advan-t;nges 

aria banefitf;  of an eausn-kiesaa,  ad they sacrifice thcmsejlvaks 

to give theix: c h i  l a ron  sduwtionaX opgor%unilie:+~, Bo'br'ever, 

whsn ac$anomie c o n d f t f ~ n e  frn-pss thsnaelvoa tzpon these people 

there is noBhiag they can 4s but t o  ros~sn8 to & h a i r  9m- 

mediata needs at  tho ox1:snne o f  the educalion o f  tbcir 

shilliarax~~ It f a  a ~ P O B B  error  %o sagpcim t h a t  _":'ax%oana d.a 

no% care whether thsy &re c d u ~ 8 t e a  03: not;  %ha% they w e  

contsn8 t o  l i v e  in P i L t k  and ~ o ~ u ~ t y  all o f  t h e i r  2iveae 

3u0h ~snwnptions are baaed on i & n o r t ~ ~ ~ c s  of condi t6sm of 

%he ;Ic,.ei camaa ,. 

'?Ilo @azfutent social atandiuqs are no  n o m  i i m  aocordance 

ni-th the ;Gl~:iLotU~'s ideal Z;h$~ia 1~1th %ha am hclb by sac lo ty  

in general* Those I~ex9sans who have had the opportuni ty of 

ob:;ervbnp bsL%os moans szmzd con4i-bions o f  Jiving, t h e  bona- 

- 21-b8 i)f adneation, the: I ~ e n a f i t s  a% a e s o c i u t i o n  t?ril;h persoma 

o f  hkghar l a ~ o l t ~  QT in beetar condi-bionn o f  I f f o ,  the bane- 

fits of bat7t;er tlragoa, b e t t e r  $ionai.rlff ~ m d  bc-btex haa,l"ch eon- 

~itfons, Zaa ;Jan AnLorai.o ftiiB otbar citLoa, srs t i r e d  o f  lBh?ls 

aoofexl <-s.&.:;nain@, They want o p ~ ! o r t ~ ~ n i * b f e a  aria o u t l e i o  for 

thofr  chfldzcit and for themaelvao* They nizh t o  grove that, 

they,-too,  f;~9:83 c a p ~ b l e  09 upprecfatirzg t h o  bsnufi-ts of a 
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an education. They admire the ease of ac'~iont of speech, and

of manners. am well as the broadness of mind. the resource­

fulness and the lnitiativenes3 that aomes with education.

Thoy ~ee and realize the fact that education tends to lower

'and ultimately to remove all barriers of class eon£lict 'and

racial prejudice. They oe:a readily see all the ad'va.ntages

and ben€tfi ti3 of an education, and they sacrifice themselves

to give theil~ chill1ren educational op:portuni tie::l.. However,

when eoonomic condi·tions impose themselve~l u:pon these people

there is nothing the~,- can do but to respond to their lm­

me(liata needs at the eXr€mae of' th0 education of their

ohildren.. It 113 a gro3s error to suppose tha.t J:.1axlcans d.o

not care whether they are educated. or not; that they are

cbntent to live in filth and poverty all of their lives.

duch assumptions are ba~3ed on ignorance of condi tiona of

the Nexicans .'

'rhe El1dstent sooial standings are no more in accordance

with the LToxioa.n's ideal thai1. witb. the one held by sooiety

in general. Those I:T.axica.ns who have had the opportunity of

ob~;el'vlng better means ana concUtions of living, the bene­

fits of education, the benefits of association with persona

of higher lovelr3 01" in better cOlldl tions of I1fe, tho bene­

fits of better wages; bettor housing and better health con...

dltiona. in San Antonio and othf:lr c1 tie~3, t,\re tired of t~his

'l0ch"!.1 (:rt~mdin~·. They want op::po:rtu.:nl tiles and outlets for

their chl1dl'('n and. for then1selves. T.hey wish to prove that

they ..too. 01.'6 capable of appreciating the benefits of a



hff$hsr ; l ~ ~ c i r ; l  and ooanor,alc ;.rtaGua anLI of ~ U ~ I E J ~  %%18fZ? COPl- 

-bribution t h s r a t o ;  %hat  tl;oz~ uro able t o  dfcp Fnto %is 

xo2e of I ~ e t t e r  coa&itPana ~knd camg it through wu vra13 a% 

0110 01 C J ~  

i:;egartlleds of how vnaLS Xexf can ~eopJ.e cor:ipsre 32th 

AraglO-~Lnorficcn-.:;o~ in Z;1%cllS.gonce o r  in naatneea, %'hog Pin& 

tho;:lsol'frer; :;t z diaa~Iv=c~tr.~go bi2cause of' a dLscrir.iiw't;ox;g 

attituds, Thb:i r;lCtitudo i s  o ~ S d ~ n t  in all. ez21 -1-ro -i o f  

bus lnsss  in 2arn iTa2e?oct, ~ ~ x a d  rru'krigh+b di,sci:F;:.f nstiorl  is 

C ~ T Y ~ Q ~  ~ u t  in 3t.1171~' ~ a f e d  %.gQ C Q I I S C C ~ ~ ~ O ~ O F J B Y  mhsro ."':@xi- 

can;;: ax@ rofuaed a e r 9 f i ~ e ~  111 9.a0'b one o r  t w o  ~~ILaosa evan 

rcsen2; heaving :z i"orcic=~ n.ci;lc i r n  t o  bup an as_.tlcLe $0 take 

out, Tho tElea.t;res of '2an ;<arco~: Jmva ha& z i  Qia8o~:imin~-.t;ory 

a%ti%udo, ;~-t~~c-.zrl 112 ~ u v e r a l  oases have opcn2.y di:.crirn;lnmted 

s~~r,lzzc-t; ' -exL@m1 b0ya and gix;-l,s. Bom~ver,  Qho tealdolaog , to- 
day, i: 1 torraarptio sx filorfi %acGSuS d i r  clil~:lfl;katim only  zlrharevar 

i t  i a  aocoo~:arg~ "rl~c batliil.xg rcses%s ~LIUI atfier. public placss 

are w o t  spcn t o  3"e?x.$cn,izs, noz eaa a lorigs bu.bld%m@ snch as 

tha tA'*mojt.icea Zo;~j;ion l laZl  of ,.it;ys. ::z~resd be usecl. by thu Yexi- 

calza f UP a m c o s  "Cho Zcgiog3. !:I211 ha3 been ref uscd "uho STaxi- 

can bogs o f  .;:m !?arcor .r:i.t;h the? ~ i i t t ' p x ~  n . t ; a t c ~ ~ ~ ~ n t  "cat rTaxf- 

can:: cannol; 1130 it@ That .iL: k~trliiqp 2 1 ~ d ~ @ d ,  becatz3~ 561x0 of' 

Lhcisa bog2 ~ 1 2 . ~  b e  mrms of 'cbo , ' :oxi@a~~a nho ncre duldlers of 

tho  ZTl3itod Sta tes  ana y t : ; ~ ~  Piheir 1 f . v ~ ~  80 that "I~QBB '&orld. 

',::ax- votarsns conla safely roturn t o  .\;his conn-krg t o  b u i l d  

,their lugion halL. Tho, fxony of it. a l l  f8  .%hut I:~x%@cl~nzs in 
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higher Docial antI oconomic Dtatus anll of making their con­

tribution thereto; that they are able to step into this

role of better conditions and carry it through 83 well as

anyone else.

Hegardless of how viell rrexican people compare with

Anglo-AraorioanD in intf.llligence or in neatness,. they find

thorJiJ01veG a.t a disatlvanto..ge bocuuse of a discriminatory

attitude. This attitude is evident in all all nl~ce3 of

business in 3an rfoX'cos, 8.nd O1l'!;right dLilCl'i.dnation is

carried out 111 f:3ome' cafes and confectionories where ::',lex1....

cans are reful3cd service.. In fac't ono OJ::' '[jWO places even

resent having [1 geJdoan corao in to buy an &'l·ticle to ta.ke

out. The thtHl:tree 0::: ;3an i!larco~1 have had a dj,(lQ;rimiu[;.tory

attitucle, :::mcl in several cases have openly dL:;crimirmted

a{~(:;,illc~t j':e.xic&l1. bOys ane1 gLclis" However t the tendOIlC;;l, to ...

day, 1;1 tovVt.1.rds a more tact:flll di0lCl'lmination only ';vherever

it is llGCCH7.lGUry.. ffhe 'b<;lthl11g resorts &md other pUblic places

are not 0Il6Hl 'to Fiexici:1:ns, 1"1.01' can u lO<.lge bu.tlcling such as

the American Legion Hall of de:m IJarco8 be used by the Z..'texi...

ca113 foX' danco~l" The Legion !:raIl has been refused the },Texl­

can boys of ,Jnn !'Tarcos "V'li t.h the simple s'~atement "'Ghat ITexl­

ca.ns cannot U3e i t~ Th~tt ii.:.l ~Jtl"n:l:1ge indeed ~ because ..'Jome of'

these hoy~, raso.y l)e Gons of the J\i.oxieans who were soldiers o:f

the Un! tc.~d states and gG,va their l1ver.~ so that these '~Vorld

War veterans could. safely retul~n ·to th.is country to build

"their legion hall. The, irony of it all is ,that l:Iexicans in



ecneral ere judge8 by $he ac t ions  of vsrg :mall minority, 
1-1 ~ h i z  s ~ n t a l l  yinoritig cannot be sxpecle.dt to aspira?e snSt work 

to-zrrdu a higher ~ l s m e  o f  living ii %her 806 -that t h o  l o t  of 

thooe 9vho have trim3 t o  Se~afTe this higher ZavcZ is Bhe 

' Earn8 sa theirs; if %hop sae that discrl%i~a-t;irsn and antagon- 

i s m  a~atn5;'t these zsg .%r%n~ goosle  is .still vary nnch in evi- 

denseg They are  able t o  see cases 19 wbfch partial d i s ~ x f -  

ainatlon ic j ~ a z % i f i s d ,  an3 are lvf21ing to nake alloaa~ces 

f o r  2 t ,  bat open discrimination c-fad antayonf sn in penera1 

for co ga~.'.t?l-S3labl~ reasor, v f o l a t e a  the i r  ssnso sf jxstioe 

a a d  g ives  Zrn~e-bus %o t h e i r  bitternass Go??ara social candi- 

Lions, 

2, Fconornia 

Ths econc.~?~ic cc!n6itiona of' the "'"sxicznn of f.m \'arc08 

ere us ~ i L i : P r r l Z ; ? p  with anch gree.'t ~!.r:bers of cen, moman 

~znd  children dapnasnt; an the "PA :.,a;? .'Y;, L L T F : E P ~ ~ ~ ~  "-" -+=;I@ 

f o i t s r t ~ l  govcrtmentTs enesgeJclcy naauty.r@a; w i t h .  a l a r g e  number 

tlnem~lt?yod o r  171th unLy oda joh.3; 2nd aFth such a amc?ll num- 

ber 02 xaon v f t h  13tcaay jaba,  It Baa.; Prjn-nd t h r o u ~ h  the study 

mafie, t h a t  $fie grsarlg Sncocm o f  each farnil2 is eca mea-ez. as 

t o  nake i-1; iagossible t o  .rt11~3L:-~t excap% zandar the sost ex- 

treme cf ~c'lzmst~~.nces ae l u  tho  case with  these Pa-r :~ iZies~  The 

i o l L o w P n g  llaf osnti;.3;-fnn was taken from 4 . d ' : ~ ~  3ttxdy made, and the 

nvQruges given are roaghlg mads but %key serve t o  g lvc na 
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~eneral are judged by the actions of a very small minority.

'I'his ~3mall minority cannot be expected to aspire a.nd work

to'w&!'ds e. higher plene of living Ii' they sea that the lot of

those who have tried to acquire this higher level 1s the

same as theirs; if they see that discrimination and antagon­

ism ae:ain:~t these aEfriring people is 8till very much in evi­

dence. They are able to see cases in which partial discri­

mination is justified, and are willing to make allowances

for it, but open didcrimination and antagonism in general

for no ~'lk1tifiable reaeonvlo1ates their sense of justice

<t:tnd gives imretns to their hi tterness toward 30cia1 condi ...

tiona.

2.. Economic

The ecol1om:lc condition:;: of' the ·'~ex.ic~A,nr:l of 3an !farcos

are ~)O :pi ti:E'nlly lomr t with such great nUT;:I)ft)rS of men ~ women

Hun childrcp. derenaent on the '7PJ',. ttnd I~YL. af:!:0110 i A"'" n-P the

federal government l a emerge·.iJ.cy meHall.res; wi tIl a large number

11nem:plo~red. or with only odd jo));); and With such a small num...

bor of men with :3teady .10ba. It Wt:L3 found through the stud.y

made, that ·the yearly Incorac of each famil~l is so mearsr as

to make it impossi b1e to SttlE1ii:~t except und.er the most ex­

treme c1.rcumste.nce:3 as :1.:'.:':1 the case ,wi th tlmse f~~milies. The

:following informfd;10TI was taken from 1:;}1,('~ (3tlldy made, and the

averages givan are rOl1.ghly made but they 8erva to give un
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l a s s  of' the apgraximets gearlg incomes of these families: 

Approximte avorage year ly  income of YiEA 
~ i o r k e r s ,  providing they work twelve montha of 
the  year, is $450.00, 

Apl~raxirnatds average yearly income af BYA 
workers, provided theg nosk twelve months of 
the year ,  is :292,00. 

Ags-k:roxhute average year ly  income o f  those 
engaged in steady grivats employma& is c~SOO.OO* 

Approximate average $earl$ Income of those 
engaged In odd jobs is anrsllabls because o f  the 
uncer-l;ainty of the nature of the Job, $he time, 
and the viages. 

The typsa of' work  t h a t  these people engage 1x1 are varie6, 

P o r  fnatance, it was fonnd that there are five men emp3.oyed 

ven are emgloyed as clerks and handy men i n  grocery, dry 

goods, snto, an& drug s tore8 and canfectionerias; thirteen 

are cnployed. Qaa painters, car vmnhers, attedanta, and car 

are in caf 0s as cooks, d i a h ~ ~ a s h e r s ,  or both;  seven are work- 

. tor %he city dapaslrnent aa t ruck  dsivcrn , streek ~ W O B ~ O ~ J ,  

o r  leborers ;  two  axe en~ployod by blaclramith shops; one l a  a 

Y I a ~ L o r n  Union messenger boy; one is a hotel messenger boy; 

one f s empllsgad by the Oil T,:iL1 an -truck driver an8 night 

watcban ;  one is a moving pic2;ure machine operator and jani- 

t o r ;  and one $3 a b ~ n k  ;fanXLor, From the number l o f t  %he 

federa l  go-~erment  t&ea cars of efghty-one in some ~ o r k  of 

the ZiEB or .ths ISYA, while twenty-on0 are storekeepers, cafa 

ownem, f 11119ng station opexa.t;ors, barbers, o r  shoe shop 
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idea of the a]proximate yearly incomes of theBe families~

Approximate avera.ge yearly income of WE:A
workers. providing they work twelve months of
the year. is f450.00.

Approximate average yearly income of NYA
workers. provided they work twelve months of
the .year, is ~;272 .. 00.

A~~roximate average yearly income of those
engaged in steady private employment is ~600.00.

Approximate average yearl1 income of those
engaged in odd jobs is unreliable beoause of the
uncertainty of the nature of the job, the time,
and the wages.

The types of work that these people engage in are varied.

For instance, it was found that there are five men employed

by the Teachers College as janitors and truck drivers; ele-

ven are employed as clarks and handy men in grocery, dry

goods, auto, and drug stores and confectioneries; thirteen

are employed as painters, car washers, attellllnts, and car

salesmen; nine are pressers or cleaners in tailor ~hops; ten

are in cafes as cooks, dishwashers, or both; seven are work-

for the· c1 ty department BD truck clriverB, street sweepers,

or laborers; two are employed by blacksmith shops; one is a

vIe8tern Union messenger boy; one is a hotel messenger boy;

one is employod by the Oil. 1.111.1 as truck driver and night

watchman; one is a moving picture machine operator and jani­

tor; and one 1s a bank janitor. From the number left the

federal government takes care of eighty-one in some work of

the 71PA or the HYA. while twenty-ono are storekeepers, cafe

owners, filling station operators. barbers, or shoe shop



owners, Two ware Pound. Lo be insuranaa .ssSejraon, while for-by- 

asven were 3@0t111& t o  be 'fi:orkbng a% oat3 jobs %inat fhsy could 

f indm These jobs Encladad ;asrd cleaning, part tfma work in 

the  street  dopartmcnt, cutting cedar, selleng nood, digg iw 

posL holoa,abrrd vaatiou;s other l1k t l . a  Jobs, Last of a l l  St 

mas found %bat tberc wore forBy-six persons unemglagod of 

which @l€3~C?n war0 nomsan, Among t b s s  people were found 

brick a d  stowre maons, Ifrmolsum layers, carpenters, farmers, 

Tho norkiag ecnditfon8, om the whole, aro %&ire Only 

in n few aasea aro eonr$f t ion~ such as to cause unfevorable 

comment, The only mfavorabla comments a u 3 f b L ~  are those 

conoerning housa and incomes. duch atatemenls as the f o l l o w -  

ing are colmon: 

1 I i l c ~  39 nark vary nluoh, Y g  boss  13 very 
nice ,  but he s q a  t h a t  times are hard aria that  
hc cannot gay me any mara. 

Oh, the p y  is fair but the hours ara too 
9 ong . 

1 am Poroed t o  do the work of three man 
and the Fay is barely enough t o  live on. 

The laay that  1 work f o r  wants ne  t o  clean 
her hauss, cook hea di~nor and supper, do  her 
washing w d  ironing, ~ n d  take care of  her baby, 
And a11 that  she pays rr~e is <j3.00 a week, $he 
aagst t ha t  aha can geP, a55 the g i r l s  aha vsants 
at tihat salary, 

The Lnccrmeu of the ;:ELL elz1g.9ug.sss rango from ;18.00 to 

f1,40,30 per month; those of t.hs IJYA boys from .,q12,10 to 

,:24,40 + The incomaa of those engaged in other  work beafde 
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owners .. Two were founel. to be insurance ;3alesmell. while forty-

seven were found to be working at odd jobs that they oould

find. These jobs included yard cleaning, part time work in

the street department. cutting cedar. sel11ng wood, digging

post holes,and varlouid other little jobs. I~ast of a.ll it

was found that there were :for'ty-six persons unemployed of

which eleven were women.. Among these people were found

brick and. stone masons. linoleum layers, carpenters. farmers,

seamstress·ss. cooks, painters, mecha.nics t musicians, bakers f

and reliable handy men.

The wor;~lng conditiona, on the whole I are fair. Only

in a few cases are COridi tions such as to cause unfe.vorable

comment. The only unfavorable comments audible are those

concerning hours and incomes. dnoh statements as the fol1ow-

lng are cornman:

I Illes r.ay 1i"Jork very muoh. ;,:y b038 is very
nice, but he says that times are hard and. that
he cannot pay me any more.

Oh, the pay is fair but the hours are too
long.

I am forced to do the work of three men
and the :pay is barely enough to live on.

The lady that I ""{ork for wants me to clean
her house, aDak her dinner and supper, do her
washing and ironing, and take care of her baby.
And all that she pays me is ;:13.00 a week.. She
says that she can get all the girls she wanta
at that salary..

The incomes of the W:FA emploil:l'seS range from \;18 .. 00 to

~l;40 '* 30 per month; those of the HYA boys from ;~1:12. 10 to

.ilT4.40. The incomes of those engaged in other work beside



PPB o r  ITYA range from ;'12.00 to ;'r15,00 per month, The large 

numibar of persons who n o r 8  at eC& jobs have r range of Prom 

l3,00 Or .::~4+00 t o  ,, 92,OO or ,::24,00 per rnos-bh, ;ii-th wages a0 

l o w ,  it is B I 2 P l ~ u l t i  f o r  a. family t o  manme f o r  Food, c lo thes ,  

rsm% , n t iXi t i ee ,  maaical se%v=i@e, and o ther  necessitiee. It 

is irnpoaeibfe with suoh income t o  mintain a satisfucliary 

stanbard of Ilviag, 

The hours theee people work are  so intaefinite, when one 

baa taken i n t o  oonsideration theae people ~ i t h  odd jobs, tha t  

it is hard. t a  determine ez I a l r l y  aceusate average number sf 

hours worked. daily, weekly, o r  mon%hl.g, Wowevar, if 18 fair- 

ly accurate Lo say that and EPA smp1o;yaae gaork about 120 

hour8 monthly, and aZZ other persona engaced in a-beady jabs 

have hours ranging from eip-ht to four%son per day m l t h .  six 

t o  ss~en-day  weeks* *';any of $he wornen?. have three to eight 

hattr Bays with d i x  t o  seven-ilay weeks .  The hours of the odd- 

job merl rndg rango fron a fa; r - i i . ~ ~ t ~ t  t o  ten 01- more hourrs a 

day, 

T h u ~  Pti  can be seen in %ha figares and other informwGisn 

presentoil. in %his c h ~ p t e r  , t h s v t h e  conditions af f kxicans 

of Jan Lkrcos is worthy of  investigs%ion wi th  the unselfish 

motive 09 trying t a  f i r l a  some a o r t  sf plan f o r  the release 

af theae people from t ha t  bondage to a Lorn social and eco- 

nomic sbatna, This La not a J a b  i'or the govcrmsent alone,  

bn-b it 1s a job  fox thc g o v ~ r ~ ~ ~ n s . i ~ C ,  tho 2exic&n peo~; le ,  and 

the rest o f  the e o ~ ~ m ~ ~ n i t y ,  A11 parties concorned ~~13.1 bane- 
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LT'A or NYA range from f12 .. 00 to ,;/15.00 per month... The large

number of persons who ~ork at cdli jobs have a range of from

i;3.00or :;);4 .. 00 to ,;:'12,,00 or ,;;:14 ..00 per month. ;'a ·l;h wages so

low, it is difficult for a :family to manage for :food,clothes,

rent, ntilitiel::l, medical service, and other necessities .. It

is imposs1"ble With such income to maintain a satisfactory

standard o~ liVing.

The hours these people work are so indefinite, when one

has ta.ken into consideration the3e peo:ple with odd jobs, that

it is hard to determine a :.fairly accurate average number of

hours worked daily, weekly. or monthly.. However, it is fair­

ly accurate to say that WI'A a.nd NYA -employees work about 120

hottI's monthly" and all other persons engaged in steady jobs

have hours ranging from eight to fourtean per day with six

to seven-day weeks .. jIany of' the women. have three to eight

hour daya with six to seven-day weeks. ~he hours of the odd­

job men may rango from a :fe'~, uir!.u.tO:3 to ten or more hours So

day.

Thus it can be seen in the flguI'e:~ end other information

presented in this chapter, that the conditions of Mexicans

of 3an Marcos is worthy of investigation with the unselfish

motive of trying to find some sort of plan for the release

of these people from that bondage to a low social and eco­

nomic stutu~. This is not a job for the goverrunent alone,

but it 113 a ~ob foJ:.' the gover!Uneilt, the r,lexican people, and

the rest of the conwunlty. All parties concerned will bene-



f i t  crsnsEderablyl The gcvormcat v r i l l  preserve its life 

t h o u g h  the ac?ufoitfsn of  nore Lay&l and staranz~h cificena; 

the  IIexican ~eopls vill. benofit i n  tBc raising 01 % h a i r  

socieal and economic s t a t u s ;  and t h e  r o o t  of a o c l a l y  ail> 

benef 1% fihrougkh 6 gre8Ler mif ~CE,%IOB k~3tafin $ t a e l f ,  through 

a more dependable IntcrdelpenBenea, 
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fit considerably. The governmontwill preserve its life

through the acquisition of nore loyal and staunch citizens;

the lcLexioan people will benefit in the raising of their

social and economic status; ~:md the rest of society \,111

benef! t through a graetar unific8,tlon \'11 thin 1tself J through

a more dependable interdependenoe.
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'-*I% hueh an ocosao?-le an& soc ia l  atatuus 09 his gsapla,  

as in&icr4*B;cd a h o m ,  it is omall wonder theL the  ~"lxi.ioccm 

ckiZri finds it so hsrd t o  attend school ~ e ~ n l a r l y ;  t o  start 

schosb on the f i r a t  day; %o con-kinus h is  stud ies  through 

hiLyh ~ o h o o l  ancb coZlegs P f  posnib3.0; %o aavanoe ragialg in 

izia s t u d i e s ;  and. t a  be the; enthusIas%i@ aaa azbit2ons po- 

t o n t i a I  oitizen that  he ahoa ld  be, There are so =any 

reasons f o r  the IOU :;tatus of $;he education of 'iexican 

children in S B ~  Carooa, and they are nsarfy a13 traceable 

"t;o the social an8 economic conditions sf %he ;-exioans of 

Sari ;darooa. 

Tor %he irregular s t t e n 8 ~ n c o  o f  t h e  &xican c h i l d ~ e m  

in school one ca% find any n1112'bor o f  reasons* It riiay be due, 

as iu the ause wi th  the nsjarity, t o  8 lack a f  suitable 

clothing. And by suitnhls olcthing 3.3 not mean* the regular 

' 'd ress-u~"  k ind,  butt just thn ordinary nork c lo thes .  This 

lack o f  clothing 7i7;.orks # - .  p e a k  hcnttfcap, espectially in win- 

ter.  Eow can theae chi ldran go to s ~ h o o l  mith thin scanty 

~ZoLhing and shoes without  sa2es,  or more o f t o n  wi thou t  

akaoes6: Ilisw ct2n $hag be expacteiE 'co  tend tihe co la  b las ta  of 

%he wind or %ho slaching of t h e  cold rain on the i r  *Bin un- 

darnoarfahed bodiee v~"rllth only %bin riorn out gcxmonta t o  

CHATTER III

}3Et~=UNG 0151 II'Illi CONDITION;:) OJrTHE~ 1,1EXICANd OF :iAN' r!Ai~CO;3

mi THE :mDUGATION O}1' T!fBL~ mULIJRElf

'o~'i+'h 3u.ch an economic e,nd social sta.tus of hi~3 pGo:p1e.

as indicnted above, it is small wonder that the !Jexioan

child finds it so hH..rd to a,ttend school rego.larly; to start

schoo~ on the first day; to continue his studies through

11igh l.3ohool nnel college if possible; to advance rapidly in

his stucliea: and. to be the enthusiastic and ambi tiona :po­

tontial citizen that he should be. There are so many

rea.sons for the lOtI :3tatus of the education of ?Iexican

children in San Marcos, and they are nearly all traceab1e

to the social and economic conditions of the Hexloans o::f

San LIarco 13.

For the irregular attend:.o:mce of the liexican children

in school one can find any number of reasons. It may be due,

as is the case with the majority, to a lack of suitable

clothing. And by suitable clothing is not meant the regUlar

II dress-uJ;lH kind, but just the ol~d1nary work clothes .. This

lack of clothing works :c:;, great handic8.IJ, especially in win­

ter. How can these children go to school with thin scanty

clothing and shoes without soles, or more often without

shoes? Row can they be expected to 8tand the cold blasts of

the wind or the slachlng o£ the cold rain on their thin un­

dernourished bodi~s with only thin'worn out garments to
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pro tec t  themo And those that brave G ~ Q  elements of nature 

f o r  -[;he l ove  of an educztion, %hat c h ~ n c e  have they, ~ i f b  

tkelr weakened bodies ,  to combat sic'mas aa a r e s u l t  of 

expogure, i..'ith sack facts in mfnd the pamnta of thee6 

children are no% ta be blsmodl SOX- not wishing La gamble 

the health af those chikdren, n o r  are tihe children them- 

selves to be blamad for not wishing t o  r i sk  t h e i r  health. 

These children imd the parents of these chflaren r e a l i z e  tho 

value of an education; r o a l i a e  t ha t  upon a c ~ ~ u i r i n g  an kdu- 

ostion depends their emancipat5on from a status that Beeps 

them at the bottom of the social l.a(lder; but 8% %he same 

time they believe the chance of illness o r  goor heal th is 

t a a  grea-t a prfce to pay for e&acation, 

Tt i s  a w e l l  'mown fact  tha t  the anrollmont sf S'oxioan 

ch i ld ren  ia scnoo2 during the Sirst two  or three month8 and 

d,uring the l a s t  So% v~ealnu of school is very l o w b  This 18 

due to the lack of l o ca l  jobs f o r  tho  heads o f  ::loxican 

jobs, Chfsf  among these seasons1 occupatiiorme axe tlls cotton 

Booing and pi@k$ng, ~ p i n a c k  cuttirig, and s e c ~ n l l g  beet 

planting and hurvet3-bi ng. 

The first l a p  a f  this periodic occupations hunt bagfns 

w i t h  the co.tl;on hoeing t o  bo found aroetnd Corpus C h x i a t i ,  

Taf%, l iobstom,  Taylor, etc .  This tr&ee in part af the 

spring arid e a r l y  summer, Bwaat and deptcmber find the 

families going out by the  %ruckload# t o  the  ootton fialr28 
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protect them. And those that brave tho elements of nature

for the love of an education t what chance have they, with

their weakened bodies, to combat sickness as a result of

exposure. ~;ith such facts in mind the parents of these

children are not to be blamed for not wishing to gamble

the health of these chilclren. nor are the children them­

selves to be blamed for not Wishing to risk their health.

These children and the !"Jarents of these children realize the

value of an education; realize that u:pon aCL!uiril1g an t;du­

Gatton depends their emancipation from a status that keeps

them at the bottom of the social ladder; but at the same

time they believe the chance of illness or poor health 16

too graat a price to pay for edncation.

It· is a. well known fact that the enrollment of JTexican

children in school during the first two or three months and

a,uring the last :few weeks of school is very low. This is

due to the lack of local jobs for the headt~ of I\Iexlcan

families and the need of following seasonal or periodic

jobs. Chief among these seasonal occu:pations are the cotton

hoeing and picking. spinach cuttir~ I a.nd recently beet

planting and harvesting.

The first lap of this periodic occupations hunt begins

with the cotton hoaing to be found around Oorpus Christi.

Taft t Robstown. Taylor. etc. This tf~es in part of the

apring and early summer. Augu.st and September find the

families going out by the truckloads to theootton fields



in ?orpus Chr i s t& , Taft , Robut tx~n,  3sevillo, Taylor, stc, 

Z i t k  the -t;amlnationr 09 .the cot ton -pickin.g around t h e m  

par%s of t h e  atate ,  the families return t o  381l I,Iarcos t o  

prepare for %he next l a p  that w i l l  take them gssa.f; and nDrth- 

~ e s t  to la te  cotton region@, T k h  l r p  k e e p  thorn avdy f r o m  

3~x1 I!arcos t i l a  about Christmas 8nd even later. This l ap  t o  

the wsst finds the children on t h e i r  way f r o m  3an f,:4ir- 

Boa L Q I ' P ~ ~ ~ F ~  the cotton f i e l d 8  at t he  time the sohoolv are 

4, baing op8necIp During these excwrjioae %he $zmiLfes auffer  

unto3.d haraships and the pay f u  very smaL1, but even thus 

theg aro able to a t  3ans-t; make e lne i~  l i v i q ,  

Those fsmilfocs Ghat are not ow the  cotton f i o l d s  hoeing 

take the i r  l o ~ v o  of dan Iqkroos agad go t o  Crys t a l  C i t y  and 

surrounding ab~rn%xy far the s9;tn~ch crop, Were again the 

conditions aro very much the same an in the cottion influstry. 

In the la;;% f i v e  o r  :.:~;izr: gears g.reat nmbsrs of i a n i l i s s  

have et;artoa excursions t o  the best f i e l d s  of Z.'fckipin aniL 

I'iancr~ota, They are hesdcd like cattle into %rucks t h a t  

transport them t o  %hose fiegas, ?,:an;y o f  tibase people go out 

t o  those f i ~ 1 B s  5oiw bciclre thoy are able t o  begin work* 

This is due &o tha fact  t h a t  tho owners of the f i e l d s  are 

wilSing %o advanco rnunoy to these people t o  ou>ply them- 

selveia w i t h  foods They are f o r o e d  t o  l i v e  in 'bents, f o  GUT- 

Sex intense colas and hardships, bu t  even 8s they axe, a'ble 

t o  eke out  a 1ivfng, Their argument for going 13 %ha% in 

s p i t e  o f  the Bardshigs of these excursPona, %hcy are able 
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in Corpus Christi. Tn:ft. Robsto1tl'n. Beeville S" Ta.ylor ~ etc ..

~~Jith the termination of 'bhecotton picking around these

parts of the state t the families return to aan. I.Iarao3 to

pre~are for the next lap that will take them west and n~rth­

west to late Gotton regions. This lap keeps them away trom

San Earoo9 till about Christmas and even later. This lap to

the west finds the children on their way away from 3an 11~r.

008 towards the cotton fields at the time the sohools are

being opened. During these exoursions the families '3uffer

untold hard.ships and the pay is very small,. but even thus

they are able to a:h least make their living"

Those f~~llies that are not on the cotton £lelds hOeing

take their leave of San t~reos and go to Crystal City and

surrounding oountry for the spinach crol? Here again tho

conditions are very much the same as in the cotton industry.

In the ladtfivf) 01' ;:;1:::: years great numbers of families

have started. excursions to the beet fie~d8 o:f L:lchigan a.nd

!Jinneoota. They are herded like cattle into trucks that

transport them to those fields. t:any ot these people go out

to those fields long before they are able to begin work.

This is due to the fact that the owners of the fields are

willing to advance money to these people to supply them­

selves with food .. They are forced to live in 'tents., to su:f­

fer intense aolds and hardships. but even so they are able

to eke out a living_ Their argument for going is that in

spite of the hax'dships of these excur8 ions. 'bhoy are able
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at least  to garner enough food t o  keep going; a thing the3 

coula noti do lay sta;gfng in Yam S l a r ~ o s ~  

h o  may often wonder W ~ Z  these haaaa of famiU@s will 

%aka their families on such sxozarsions, but w o n  taking tag- 

nizance of the situation ano disccvoro Ghe reason. The fi- 

nancial condition o f  them faroilies $ 5  G U C ~  that t h o  vork- 

fng men are not able t o  go by tksmcielve~ while their chfl- 

aren are lsft at homo with t h e i r  mo%ksrs  in o r d e r  t o  attand 

sabool, They ars not  able to maintain thair household whils 

,mag v~osk ing  because of the s m a l l  pay and the need for sao- 

nomy in o r d e r  to have somatking t o  Last throughoat the year, 

In vfew of this Past  the whole  family goes clut to work with 

tho r e s u l t  that only a smal% part o f  t he  3chooL year is a- 

vai lab lo  to the :.:exkcan ehlldrea, It is aftihin thfa smnll 

part of tho y e a r  that the lLpexiean child 13 able t a  atita.Ezd 

school and t r l o s  to achieve what is ortkimsilg the task of 

nine months of achooli 

The brevity of the u ~ r a i l ~ l b l e  scilool term slur tho ir- 

r@gularily of attendance, due to reaaons seatad abovs, plus 

the language handicap an6 lack aP an undara+anafng of oondi- 

tioaa causa tho a l ~ g g Z ~ h n a ~ 8  in school, l r obab ly  no one e l a o  

under tho Yama conditions and t h e  snma handicaps could &a- 

vancs anp faster. As a mat%er o f  Pact ,  tho advii.%ncement of! 

those chilasen, in spite af the  slov~nsss, i s  indoed vary re- 

markabEe @nd rnerltorioua o f  p r a i ~ o ,  

1% is s m a l l  wonder tha t  Lhoae chilldren who are re taxdod 

at least to garner enouBh food to keep going; a thing they

could not do by staying in San Maroos.

One may often wonder why these heads of families will

"hake their familie:3 on such exoursions t but upon taking cog­

nizance of the situation one disoovers the reason. The fi...

nancial condition of these families is such that the work­

ing men are not able to go by themselves while their chil­

dren axe left at home with their ma thersin ora.er to attend

school. They are not able to maintain their household while

away working because of the small pay and the need for eoo­

nomy in order to have something to last throughout the year"

In view of this fact the whole family goes out. to work with

the result that only.a small part of the school year is a­

vailable to the Mexioan children. It is within this amnII

:part of the yel:.'i,r that the i'5.exlcan child. 1;;\ able to attend

school and tries to achieve what is ordinarily the task of

nine months of sahool~

The brevity of the uvailable school term plus the ir­

regularity of at~endance. due to reasons stated above, plus

the language handicap and. lack of an understanding of condi...

tions cause the sluggishness in schOOl. Trobably no one else

under the same conditions and the same handicaps could ad­

vance any faeter. As a matter of fact. the advancement of

these children, in spite of the slowness. is indeed very re­

markable and meritorious of :praise"

It is small wonder that these children who are retarded



or who advance so s l o ~ l g  become disgusted and df~conraged~ 

They a r e  t o o  gourmg t o  r e a l i z e  Ghat f %  is not t he i r  f a u l t ,  

thei r  parents'fault, h u t  that  they are %he victims of an 

ignoranae 02 conditions on tha P Q E ~  of thos~ people who e m  

do something to remedy the ~ittaalictnn~ Phoae chf3brem aho 

outgrow tl;heLr grad.ss and the i r  claasmatesy a r a  ashmu8 t o  

attend school and aze torn beLBrraen the desire t o  Isam arid 

the idea that they are grown end therefare  duGy bomd to 

da what they can t o  help to im~rove  the ' lo* of  their fami- 

l ies ,  ?Jaw oftea the80 children,  msny of them with brilliant 

minds and greak possibilios, have ha8 t o  leave school cvaa 

bsfore they had a chance to eomplste the elementary school. 

Today w i t h  the oppor-bunifios for J2exiaezp11 chilaren t o  

$0 on through the vlhole school aysliem vaitbont iti~tcrirnina- 

tions to bother h i m ,  one f i n d s  an increase in the secox~Barg 
, 

&e-partmant o f  tihe scl.lools8 IIo~rcver, t h i s  I;; r: v:>zg r c c m t  

% , - 1 k 3 e ~ ~ - m ~ ~  It may be of i.atese3.e %o the reaaer t o  

learn t h a t  one L i m e  not, one ;delrfcan c h i l d  naa e;35lowed to 

enn%er %ho c i t y  schools  UP Z-iarcos, '1Ih.esc chi ldren had to 

go out of t h ~  c i t y  limits i n t o  the country  schooEx t o  ac- 

quire the aduccttion they ivnrlted, LI0rt.s interedting a t i l l .  is 

the fa@% that not  one ll~x3.camz child. had grzduated f r o m  .the 

d m  ~&3rcos High i;cboal befoxe 2031, and that it was 1934 

before a Eexfcm aliudan-b from &,.TI ;.&SCOO ao~iuireti % 8egree 

from %his co1Zq-p. 

Prom the inf osm~tion taken from tha susvay o f  fJ@xican 

or who advance so slowly become disgusted and discouraged.

They are too young to realize that it is not their fault.

their parents'fault. but that they are the victims of an

ignorance of conditions on the part of those people who can

do something to remedy the situation. Those children who

ou.tgrow their grad.sa and their classmates are ashamecl to

attend school and are torn between the desire to learn and

the idea that they are grown and therefore duty bound to

do what they can to help to improve the lot of their fami­

lies. How often these children. many of them With brilliant

minds and great possibilies. ha.ve had to leave school evan

before they had a chance to complete the elementary school ..

Today with the opportunities for Mexican children to

go 011 "thl~ough the whole schooJ. system without discrimina'-

tions to bother him. one finds an increase in the secondary
,

de:partment of the schools .. However. this iu ,.~ Vf,1Y,:Y :cBcent

tu,-pn-··-e1!-event"S. It may be of interest to the reader to

learn that at one -time not one Ilexican child was allowed to

enter the city schools of San Barcos. These children had to

go out of the city limits into the country schools to ac­

(iuire the education ·they vmnted. !'Jore interesting still is

the fact that not one Hoxican child had. graduated from ·the

3an Marcos High dchool before 1931. and that it was 1934

before a llexicun stUdent from J~m Uarcos acquired a degree

from ·this college ..

From the inform~tion taken from the survey of Mexican



families in ban ITarcas, i t  m a s  fonl?.d th,at; $here were 616 

chfldrctn inclnd.lng males tm4 females* Out o f  t h i s  numbe~ll 

+here were ,  f o m d  to be 211 ohi ld ren  in sohoa2, alevan mare 

emplogea in soma type of nor$, w h L l e  the r ~ s t  nare ei$her 

t o o  yonng t o  be in school as w a r s  staying oat of sahool wfLb 

no specif ic  work to &a; the i r  only hoze Iging i n  shining 

,3hoss n-t; two cents n prir, in rn-nning errands, or in getting 

any chores possible, 

The ages o f  Ghe ~1al.a &nil fanale ch i ldren  in s c h o o l  

r;t.l,npd from six t o  eizhteen years, The average c g o  f o r  mels 

achool  chKI.arcn was f o t ~ n d  $0 ' u ~  at; 11.25 y@ara,  1i:hils %ha% 

of the f en~a l s  children in oehaol naa f o ~ m d  to be at 20.06 

years* Th(? Everaga grade for thase rmle chi ldren,  tnksn Prom 

a songo sf f r o m  grades one t o  nine, wagi fonna to be tibrae, 

~:.lh$lo " c h o  avorage psad.a f o r  fes1a3-o children,tabse.uh f r o m  n 

raa$a of f r o m  gxades on@ t o  ten, was P ~ t ~ n l a  "c be t w o r  The 

aifferenae i n  gandos of theso children i s  juot con-brasy t o  
- 

Y ituat ~ O E Z F I  UI.WU.::L~~;S). f ~ ~ ' b ~ l d ~  I n  c~ors-li cnsos the female c l l i ld ron  

are rnnoh younger sn& marc advanced in cradc wtnndirkg~ than 

the male children,, The rcanon23 that  can bo ~?dv~,nced for th i3  

u m ~ u a l  situation among these chi ldren in t ho  snrveg am, 

first, .that t h o  boys aso o l d e r ,  ~tnia, second, i;h~t,P, Lhcy are 

abZa t o  atitsnil aohool more r u g u l a r l ~ ~  thzb12 the  c ; i rXsb !.sxican 

p ~ r e n t s  are very partlicalar an t o  %he titree% of  %hai r  g i r b a ,  

They may stand f o r  %hair bboy:~ t o  go abou?; on thc streetis 

with torn o r  p a t c h ~ a  up t rouse r s  o r  shfsts, but they  ~7112 

families in Sa.n Harcos, it was found that there were 616

children including males and females .. Out of this number

there were found to be 211 ahilaren in school. eleven were

employed in some type of ~i'lork. while the rest ware a1 thaI'

too young to be in sohool or were i~taying out of sChool with

no specific work to do; their only hope lying in shining

ahoes at two cents a pf:l,ir, in running errands. or in getting

any chores possible"

The ages of the male and female ohildren in school

rr:mged from six to e 19hteen yearo" The average age for nltl1e

school children was found to be at 11 .. 15 years, 1T!hile that

of the female children in school was found to be at 10.06

years" 'rho twerage grade for -these me.le children, taken from

a rrmge of from €p~e.dea one to nine t was :found to be th:!'ee.

while the ~1verage grad,e for femv.le children, taken from a

range of from grad.es one to ten; was :found. to be two. The

differenoe in grades of these children 1s just contrary to

s1 tuationrl mm.al1y found. In mOBt Cnses· th€~ female children

arB much younger and more advanced In grade standing's than

the male children. The reanOnl:1 that can be aClvi:mced for thiD

UllUbual situation among these children in 'I;he snrvey are,

first t 'that -the boys are older t and; second ~ that they are

able to attend ;;;lchool more regularl~'l than the gi:r.ls~ r:exican

paI'onts are very :particn.lar as to the clresB of their girld ..

They may stand for their boys to go ~bout on the streets

with torn or patched up trousers or shirts, but they will



110-1; agllow %h@lijr g i r l 3  %C go on% in pdblic '~v i th  t o m  o r  

patcshed 010dhea. I ~ x h a p s   hi^ cornea f roa %he f k ~ s ~ c & n ~  8 

high regar8 f o r  tho femininity, o5aantitg, an3 B~JP-respect 

o f  S WQM8'El:s 

Ean@ags Bamllic~~pe, m%amilinr,.itgy r-vtLh abgacts, mZl 

the "cfrabdity of thoae children h a ~ o  aetras~d "ce lsvfezling af 

averages for 1:exican ahflaren, &a& the ~9630 of tho iaea 

that ILexican ohildren fall belaw the average 09 other white 

children 9 s  ~ a h o a l *  l,Tan~ teaehers marking 14+i+h tbaae ckil- 

tk~clelz testify t o  G k m  fact %hati 1:exllcarm o h i l d ~ e n  are up t o  

the average of o%ber whiLe ~h iP&rsn ,  anti not  below as  ha^ 

bssa stst-bstl aver an& uv@r+ 813 of %@SQ teacher8 ia 21ra0 

J ~ T P  'fELyI0r of & % F ~ ~ W @ P T  ~ h 0  88YB: 

Dwiw sixteen yema  of expex-ienc~ as a 
tsaeher, %ti &a bean my p f l v b E ~ g 8  bo ti~ta3, w % L h  
fkree sopasate an$' d i u - h Z n ~ t  nationnLittenc Eng- 
Zish, French, and Sp~niuh ,  Thin has bean done 
inlercl~wgeably,  giving me u chant% tie atady 
them 'Is3 cor~parisozz~ 1% ha8 been my obsezva%ion 
that there 3.8 not a great deal of Ufference 
in theaa ahk18rans Zhsg have the asme ncslrae, 
Smpulses + and ammIsft3. olzse They reoc-b %o the sme 
atimul?l in abant t h e  same manner when adrniflis- 
Bered m d ~ r  similar con&Stiona. 9 

j.:sxlcam. ehilclren a re ,  an tba  whale, t a l en ted  snll lx&rd- 

working, 'but t h y  are practiaal minds& and more LncPinsd 

towards thoas things whom r ~ s z x l t a  m~lg Bs v$owed wikb the 

8, 1 er~anaJ imtasviows w i t h  taaohers  of tkxicaa schools 
in dif9orent sections of the a t a t e *  
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not allow their girls to go out inpubl1c with torn or

:patohed clothes~ Ier-haps this comes from the Mexica.n 1 8

high regard for the femininity" chastity., and aelf~l'ea:peet

of a woman..

Language handicaps, unfamiliarity with objeets~ and

the timidity of these children have caused the lowering of

aVerages for Mexican ohildren. and the rise of the idea

that M:exicanchildren fall below the average of other white

children in school .. 1~ny teachers working with these chil­

dren testify to the fact that 1,rexican children are up to

the average of other white children, and not below as has

been. stated over and over. a One of these teachers is III's ..

J.T. Taylor of Harlingen who says:

During sixteen years of experience as a
teaoher. it haa been my privilege to deal with
three separate antI. distinot n.ation~l.lities. Bng...
lish, ]'rench~ and Spanish. This has been done
interchangeably. giving me a chance to study
them by oomparison. It has been my observation
that there is not a great deal of difference
in these children,. They have the same desires"
impulses .• and anibi'tiol1.s. They react to the eame
stimuli in about the same manner when adminis­
tered. undor similar conditions .. 9

iJexlcan chilclren are, on the whole ,. talented and hard.­

working, 'but they are practioal minded and more inclined.

towards those things whose results may be v,tawed with the

B. :Personal interviews with teaohers of Mexican schools
in different sections of the state.

9.. Taylor, J.T •• "The Amerioaniza.tion o:f Harlingen's
I.!exioan School· Fopulation, Texas Ou.tlook, Vol. 18 ,- pp.37-~.:s8.



eye, rather thm Lowards those %h&ngs %ha% axe t h e ~ r e t f a a l  

and. do noti msw a thing tsnloas th@r@ has been elasle aasocia- 

tion* These l . -sxicw chiXtJlren are (quick to 3earn .to exeornte 

demonstsa6fvs acGiviBia% 9a tho clnasroam or on t he  gfay- 

ground, They par aloae attantion to a l l  dstalls 90 that 

the3 w f l l .  mil; be embarressod through mfatakes, f a r  an em- 

'barreswed loxfc&y;1 be@om@s t o o  a ~ r f  consaiausr SPB& as a re- 

suZt i s  tztlablo t o  accorn$Xj&sh 8Xkp%hZZL&* 

veth the inoreasing ? 3 ~ ~ 1 b 8 ~  of g 8 x i ~ a n  atadents contiinn- 

ing t h e i r  sducation ehrough high school and even throngh 

%ha u s l l e g ~ ,  ona 13 able Go sse t ha t  the fa i lure  to accomp- 

l i s h  t h i s  seep before was not dus -bo a ~ t a t u n  of b~low~aver- 

age intelligenaa bu% t o  a f a 2 l w e  to equalize ogportunitias. 

Theae same ~.~exioan etudeintv axe among the uppar haJP of th8 

scholn.sLf u stantlings in thcix- oe lz s~1a  ke com=potA%kaa with 

other  w h i t @  a h i l d r ~ t n ~  Sf %hi8 is Iidae cam, era tbsexa be anlg 

aoubt ss t a  the poas2bkllt2cs a% t he i r  sch%evenaaCe in 

sohoal aria thef r  aub@o~,~uant de~eloprnan% ineo good Loyal 

0l-t  XzonaP 
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eye. rather than towards those thingi-;l that are theoretica.l

and do not mean a 'thing unless there has been close associa­

tion.. These Eexican ohildren are quick to learn to execute

demonstrative activities in the classroom or on the ~lay~

ground. They pay elose attention to ell details so that

they will not be embarrassed through mistakes. for ~ em­

barresaed Mexican becomes too Bel.f conscious and as are·

sult is unable to accom:plish anything.

Wi til the inoreasing number of L!exican students continu­

ing their education through high school and even through

tho college, one is able to aee that the failure to accomp­

lish this step before was not due to a status of below-aver­

age intelligence but to a failure to equallzeo;pportunitiese

These same Mexican students axe among the upper half of the

scholastic standings in their schools in competition with

other White ohildren. If this is the case. cr.!ll there be any

doubt as to the possibilities of their achievements in

school and their SUbsequent development into good loyal

oitizens?



1, Bsdera l  A l a  in the XaPiabldshment of da-sritsscy 
Low-l<snt Honsing Era jscts  

The United 3 tatos govermenl has been i a t e r o s l a d  for s 

amber of years in thft. erea-bion of 1%g8n~ie~ t o  help the 

prlva-ke inaivldual t o  impro~e his homo o r  to pnrehaao one. 

tuat?iasa of the Sow-incorm families is up t o  ~ t m d a r d .  

LOR- rent housing reform grown 

09 some emergenay in %he economic l i f e ,  bu6 on the contrary, 

it has ariean out of a assg and fundarnenla3. neaess i ty ,  a 

long n s g l o ~ t o a  nacessi%y t h ~ ~ %  hae 'uacone more a r i t i c a l  mikh 

the ~naaing of  each year. Int~petus t o  .the rise 02 law-renD 

hsaofng pro$ects Jlao been gfven thxq.lougla observaQ9ons of tho 

dhaX-t;sr is a primary need, an4 the state of 
a. ntttiops*s homes inaieate the  level 09 +be naGiol?~~a 
c l ~ i l i z a S i o n .  
8 ~ 4 ~ B D O ~ ~ b ~ B 8 U ~ 8 ~ ~ 0 0 0 D O O C  

(Jut of  dalalc and ElEsmuZ dvm11iag~ only a raae of 
spkr f Baa3 pygmies caE or~lorgo, ~ n &  conversely , a 
free, happy, and industr.5aus nation is marc XiBaJy 
t o  spring out o f  ~unJ.i.6 and wholeuom@ aurscsunil- 
P ~ $ B .  10 

A I'lW:POSED :t'!.AU JTOH :BETTER 1:!OU.3ING O1P 1'HE PHOEEHTIED

J'J·fD IDU)ROllERTIED l'!JEXIC.Al1J O;P SAlT LIAHCOS

1. Ji'ederal Aid in the Establishment of ;3o,nital'y
Low....Hent Hou.sing I'rojocts

The United states government has been interested for a

number of years in the creation of agencies to hal~ the

priva.te individual to improve his home or to purchase one.

It haa a1ao been interested in seeing that the housing si.

tuation of the low-lncorno families is up to standard.

, Low-rent housing 1s not just another reform grown ont

of some emergency in the economic lifo. but on the contrary,

it has arisen out of a deep and ~undamenta1 neaessity~ a

long neglected necessity that has become more critical with

the passing of each year. Impetus to the rise of low-rent·,

housing pro~ects llas been given through observations of the

following ord,er:

3h61tor is a primal'y need, and the state of
a nation 1 s homes indicate the level of the nation's
elvil.ization.
e ••• C1 q" e •••••

Out of dank and dismal dwellings only a race of
spiritual pygmies can emerge, and conversely. a
free, hap:py" and industrious nation is more likely
to apr ing out of aunli·1.;' anO. wholesome surround.­
ings. 10

It was with such thou?,ht in mind, ~erhaps; that the

10. Bauer, Oat.herine,lIasp0cts of 'the HOtising I'xoblero,1I
J ourna.;t. .£!~ome Econ~D2~c:3, Vol.. 31, 1'. 14 ..
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United Jska-t;es ?1ou8%ng Au%hffrit~ was f owded  in ITouambar, 

2937* That BhLa s~ppositian da true can readi ly  bo aaoa in 

"che  Pt1o prfncigle~l uqmn at~kric;h, the 'ULWX is baaed, Fir@%, that 

the pravisXan a f  aEt~sruate honuPng for 10%-iaaom families 

Ei~ing m&er stabstandard ~ondLtions is a def in i t e  and per- 

manent na-biona3 responsibilitgr, seccrna, that Soeal iuai- 

".';ith t he  satabli~kment of the UJEA thore T i a s  inaagn- 

not onZy %a a2.m aliminaBlon, b ~ %  Lo a b a t t e ~  physical an6 

eoonomioa2 f r n t u ~ o  for the lo7#-inearn@ gronp, 3 f a ~ t e d  aa an 

zerf ix~~cnt  goverrnaslz-t flanetion for soaial ~ehsbil5Gation. 

au8 g1xi8~td by the 'E33fLll Tho al'cl~;~"1- onza-fiagamreaz%; sad owner- 

s h i p  evwoleJd ba Ira %11(3 l$&rnds 02 %ha local. aa%B~ri@;%~s,  &8 

we31 a3 t h e  cntfre rsspono%bility f o r  initiating tha pro jec t ,  

aalsctirzg s i b  &d~aPgl~.ing, eon~~5;xutstiiag~ s~1scLin.g tho 
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United states Housing Au.thority was :founded in Uovemberj'

1937. That thi~ supposition is true can readily be aeen in

the two prlnci~les upon which the U8HA is baaed. First. that

the provision of ade~uate housing for low-inoome families

living under substandard conditions is a definite and per­

manent national responsibility. and second, that local ini­

tiative along with federal financial aid is absolutely es­

sential. 11

With the establishment of the USHA there was inaugu-'

rated a long term housing and slmfi clearing program in the

United Jtates. Low-cost housing is recognized by the'federal

gO'Y'ernment as a deflni te community need" pointing the way,

not only to slum elimin8tion~ but to a better physical and

economical future :for 'lihelow-income group. Started as an

opportunity to use emergency funds. it lseontinuing as a

permn,nen't govexnmellt function for sooial rehabil! tation. 12

In the €lf3tablL31ill1ent of a lO"\iv-rent hotl,Hing project in

San Herces, the local. anthorities could be greatly aided

and guided by the U;:3JL'l." The ultirnate management and owner­

ship would be in the hands of the local authorities, as

well as the entire reslJ01u:l1bili ty for in1 tiating the proj ect;

selecting the 91te. designing, com::rtruating. selecting the

tenants .. and mana.gement of the I>roject. ~fhe UsEAwould

-_.-...__._-,-----------
11. Bauer. Cathe:rine,ItAspe(rts of the IIOU3il1g :Problem,fI

Journal of Home Econom.1,c3, Vol. 31, ;p. 14.
'q."", .. t ~lll·i

12. ~., p~ 14



on a co-operative partne~ehip betnfesn the f esdcral guvern- 

m@.azt and the comW%y-. 

Tho gLan i ese l f  f s simple fn ~Lrncture, A Eoaal  how- 

ing an%hori%y, ~ u c h  as thoso authorize8 by state lagisla== 

tion, is orgcCafzad* Thfs bod2 s o J e ~ t o  the ~ f t e  on which 

tho &roposed project w i l l  be e ~ ~ c t ~ 3 ,  and %bo 8osfgne and 

plan9 for .[;he propsee& horxaing prcrjsct* These are pZa~sa 

before the 'IT~WL %or  izp~;fo~aX togethor 1~1th TZB apglication 

f o r  a loaa s ~ f 5 0 f e n t  to carry out tho pL~a.aa+ The a i t e  for 

the, etonatruaQion of such a projoot mvrat be in a focebtion 

tvhare %he value of the proJecd w l l l .  not depeeeiate, and 

the oonetrtil~%%an muis* bs such aa t o  'Iw;s$ tbroughn4; s 

-period of sixty yeam. Thfa yreoaution io to safegtxarii 

aga in~k  th% za5sing of rantia t o  keep the prsjeof Sa repsir, 

Anot;her rnemsrzre for economy and t o  safeguard agafzls% extsra- 

vaganca and the rsislag of ren%s for repairs is the provi3ion 

of a 1irnf-b af $:I000 per zoom and O&~QQ p e r  dmellilng f o r  

canatruetiom in gXaaaa leas than 500,000, In 3an ?rTarccrs the 

cas t  of cona-brnctio~i r~iotzld ba oven lo~aer, 

Hav2eng approved %ha soXection Of %ha aL%e and the ~ J a ~ ~ r i r  

plus any ofher  de ta i l s ,  the U3W than extonCis tho f inancis1 

a$siataxias %ha% is i-ba rosponeibilitig. T h Z s  f fna l~@ii?~l  assis- 

tance is in t w o  foms, l o m a  subsidies. The loan 2e maas , 
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Inerelyaet as banker and agent to see that the purposes of

the USHA are carried out. The whole program would be baaed

on a co-operative partnerahip betv/0en the f~deTal govern­

ment and the communi ty.

The plan itself is simple in l3trueture ... A 100801 hous­

ing authority, such aa thoso authorized by state legisla­

tion. 1s organized. This body selects the site on which

the pro;posed :project will be ereetAl~ and tho designs and

plans for the proposed housing project. These are ~laecd

before the UdH1~ for approval together with un ap~lioatlon

for a loan sufficient to ca:t'ry out tho plans ... The a1te for

the oonatruotion of such a :project must be in a location

where the value of the project will not depreciate. and

the oonstruotion must be 3uch as to last throughout a

:period of sixty years. This preoaution is to safeguard

against the raising of rents to kee~ the projeot in repair.

Another measure for economy and to safeguard against extra­

vagance and the raising of rents for repairs 1s the provision

of a limit of $1000 per room and ~4000 Del' dwelling for

oonstruction in places less than 500.000. In San 1~rcos the

cost of construction wou.ld be even lower.

Raving ap~roved the selection of the site and the plana

'Plu.s any other details, the USHA then extends the financial

assistance that is its responsibility. This final'l.cial assis­

tance is in two forms. loans and subsidies. The loan is made

sk03
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t a  the 10aa3- hoasfng authority a% a Tow intssest rate and 

to ninefy per cent 0.9 the clsvelopman.t; oust of the pro? 

j a c t ,  and the ba1anee of the development cos t  is saised by 

%he local honsing &tztbiority.y+ The subafdles come ~nslua1l-y 

and are, provlaalt t o  insure l o w  sentis wf+thi.ma, the  income of 

low-&noom@ familie~o who nee& Bouu ing,  Ewal authori%iea 

oan aontributs t o  lover renta bg making annual ~ontxiblhc 

%ions to equal one-fifth of the contribution of the U d U .  

This Z0c;a. l  aontiributioa can bs in the form of partial ar 

comg3eBe tax axemptlon of the p ~ o j e e t ~  Thesa contributions 

0.51 US-& and Soca1 housing authority ~ $ 1 1  bring the rent8 
13 

down %a an satZrnate8 1F2.00 -to z5.00 por mnth, These rent% 

are w i t h i n  the meaas of t h ~  g r e a t  group of low-income fami-- 

Z i s s ,  who are p;yZng htgher rants  and do not g e t  svea the 

moat essential of fao i l i t i as*  A oomparison of the  rent;^ 

bs?lng paid now by the Iik~ia~tns and the rents which are 

charged. f o x  $hem moaasa hotwing progecta will ekovd that 

wen %he fmlLies with tho lowest incoma can aBequa%elg 

a f f o r d .  to live wPehin aueh a proposed project* 

Ovroe the rropossd pxojset I s  completed ztnd Gke houses 

are ready for oca~panop, the  aeleatiorr of tam1a-i;~ i a  ur~der- 

.t;akanc This mnst be dona impartially, -rvithou%dd9ccrfmin@- 

Lion, and with tiha rr03.e purpose 09 housing fhozle in need of 

1 3 r  Banar,  Catherim ,"Aspacts of the Housing Problam," 
Y ournal $ome aononiics,  Vole 31, p4 14. 
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to the local housing anthority at a low interest rate and

up to ninety per cent of the development coat of the pro­

ject, and the bala.nce of the devel.opment coat is raised by

the local. hOllsing authority. The subsidies come annually

and are provided to insure low rents within the income of

low~inoome families who need housing. Local authorities

can contribute to lower rents by making annual contribu­

tions to equal one-fifth of the contribution of the U~HA.

This local contribution can be in the form of partial or

oomplete tax exemption of the project. These contributions

of the U~llA and looal housing authority will bring the rents
13

down to an estimated l~'2.00 'bo ~5.00 per month. These rents

are within the means of the great group of low-income fami­

lies,., who are paying higher rents and do not get even the

most essential of faoilities. A comparison of the rents

being :paid now by the Uexiaans and the rents whioh are

charged for these modern housing projecta will show that

even the families with the lowest inoomes can adsi,luately

afford. to live wi thin such a :proposed project.

Onoe the proposed projeot is completed and the houses

are ready for oocupanoy. the seleotion of tenants is Ul~der­

taken. This must be done impartially t withont di!3Crimina­

tion. and with the sole purpose of housing those in need of

1~:S. Bauer, Catherine ,l'Aspeets of the Housing Problem, rl

JOllrnal of Rome ECOnomics. Vol. 31. :po 14"
........0=.,;;;;;0;,;;.,;;;;. ............................ "



aasquate houuingc To acaampliah this the selectors must 

have inf osntatim conoeming osfzd3.t-ions of the f ami l i a a  , 
which sbouX8 be acquired by someone who l ~ ~ o w ~  and maer- 

st&ands the sexlaan geo$le, and who has their ties% intexeste 

at heart, Zitkr the selection of tb 2iemnP;b~ the new projectt 

goea fnta service, m d  the fir%% great step 3.n the raiuing 

2,  2adaral  A N  in %&a Redsm~t;iom of PaIarZ;gagod Hones, 
fn  tho Clearztnoo aP Taxes, and Itrl. the Repair af Homa 

Naving presented tho grspoae8 psqav9sians for Ium-rent 

kowning to take care of the umagropar-ited ~ Z ~ I G ~ C B ~ E I ,  oneqs 

attsntion %a next ilxawmz. Lo the few g ~ o p o r % i e &  who nsed t o  

have tbalr lrornea rebuilt a r  repsired, an3 in several cases 

saved from mortgagee -tiha+ are about to be forocloasd o r  l o s s  

through tha non-payment o f  Lazes* 

In the E B ~ B ~ T  and building o f  homes, axla in the axrango- 

ment of mortgages t o  give the %he bomeowner a longer pariad 

o f  4ima %OF pagfng back money lent on hfs property, the 2H.A 

haa dons rz ar8dltabJ.e amount of WQZB. The Fsaexal ELousi1-18 

Abinfstra%ion,  thou@ not  giving govarrunent ffmnaial  af8 

df xsot ly  , Izae , nevertheless, f o m d  a workable sys%ern thraagh 

which fndividuals may aciiuire the loans neeaed from a o m  

private ccwgoration, These ca~poratfarts  are no long0r fn 

donbt as t o  the poaslbility of loss in tho case o f  en im3.i- 
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adequate housing. To acoomplish this the selectors must

have information concerning conditions o~ the faml11as w

whlch should be acquired by someone who knows and tmder­

stands the Mexioan people, and who has their best interests

at heart. With the selection of the tenants the new project

goes into servioe, and the first great step in the raising

of the social and economic status of :Mexioans of" San 1>:Iarcos

is und.erway.

2. J?ederal Aid in the Redemption of Iilortgaged Homes,
in the Clearance of Taxes, and in the Repair o:f Romes

Having presented the proposed provisions for low-rent

hou.sing to take care of the unpropertied Mexie.ens.one's

attention 1a next drawn to the few :propertied who need to

have their homes rebuilt or repaired, and in several cases

saved from mortgi;1,ges that are about to be foreclosed or lOBS

through the non...paymeut o:E taxea.

In the repa.ir and building of homes, and in the arrange-·

ment of mortgages to give the the homeowner a ~onger period

of time for paying back money lent on his property, the PHli.

has dona a c!'&ditable amount of work. The Federal Honsing

Administration, though not giving government financial aid

direotly, has, nevertheless, found a workable system through

which individuals may acquire the loans needed from some

private oorporation. These corporations are no longer in

doubt as to the possibility of loss in the ca.se of an incl.1-



vi3.u.a.l vs failme t o  pay, bsoanae the PIB iaswes the loans 

made bg Lhsse aorgosatf,onu 'LOO per centL 

E08m w e  ~mae f o r  perfodls 09 from fdfteen t o  

t h % r t y - t b a e  gsars wk%h ialsrsa-t; not t o  axceaii six per cent, 

'.'ifthin %he ra$s af imterea9 is include& the per  oont ehsrge 

f o r  trupsac-kisn and i a o h i f s n t s l  eqend%tutces, Th.hs pag~mentc 

are monEbZy with tihe ~rnonati oof esoh base& on the s~lount 

borrowed, %ha par ia& sf time ablowed on the  Soan, ana the 

incoma and ~~b5Jf$g to pay of &be i n d i ~ i d n a l ,  Loans are made 

up f o  { ~ ~ 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,  anB the spacifFc anonnt lent depenh on the 

income of the Zndfvidu31, In the papan%s are ina3.r;hdsd the 

inserest  rate, the px- iae i~la ,  and aomeEimes %he %axes, 

En the redemption of mortgagotl home or baeB t a x  bar- 

&an a I.rfexioa~ famf3y may apply to the Fi-FB for a loan to 

cover the amoxan% of Lha short t o m  mortgage or the baok 

%axes, After +he ownership of the home has been established 

and %ha work an& ineomo of the a.pplficsnIi has been investi- 

gated, the OHR ~ I ~ O ~ V E S  %he epplieant -1;u gee- togetbor wifh 

kfa  3eaBer or Zanaerv ~ h o  hoZd h i s  wartgage Zo rewrito a 

contract to eomp3-y w i t h  Ghe hansbng ad.miniu%raGSome xugu- 

l a t i a n s ~ ~  This aontrac-ti puts all mortga~es i a e o  ono L u  sum, 

leavfng only ano mortgage ngainat %ha house, The amount of 

the mortgage arxaagad is the amount 09 laan that the fmCliv%- 

au8X may secure %ram some gslvato corpsra8iora with no other 

signatinre neefled but his awn and the Imaaanee of %he FHA, 

T i k h  the  procaaas of tho loan the Individual pays h i a  sho r t  
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vidu.al's failure to pay. because the FHA insures the loans

made by these oorporations 100 per cent*

The loans are Inane for ~arioda of from fifteen to

thirty-three years with interest not to exceed six J.)er cent.

'Nithin the rata of interest is included the peroentoharge

for transaction and inoidental expenditures. The paymertts

are monthly With the amount o~ each based on the amount

borrowed. the period ot' time allowed on the loan, and the

income and ability to pay of the individual. Loans are made

up to ~;:2000 ,,00, and the specific amount lent depends on the

income of the individual.. In the payments are included the

interest rate, the prlnclplst and sometimes the taxes.

In the redemption of mortgaged homes or back tax bur­

aen a Mexican family may apply to the FHA for a loan to

cover the amount of the short term mortgage or the back

taxes. After the ownership of the home has been established

and the work and income of the applicant has been investi­

gated. the ]~HA allows the applicant to get togethor with

his lender or lenders who hold his mortgage to rewrite a

contract to comply with the housing ad.ministrations regu­

laticm.a. This contract puts all mortgages into one lump sum,

leaVing only one mortgage against the house. The amount of

the mortgage arranged is the amonnt of loan that the indivi­

dual may secure from some private corporation with no other

signature needed but his own and the insurance of the FHA ..

With the prooeeds 0::1: the loan the individual pays his short



t ~ r m  mortgage, and farom there on prsceeas t o  pa$ m ~ ~ ~ f i h ~ Y  

psgrmcnts o f  hie new long $a~n rnor%gage+ l4 EZS V O S F ~ ~ S  OP 

forecloswe are elEmSnata&, beoanse he h o w &  GMt hfr m2-b- 

gage is spread over a period of t iwo %hat wi19 a l l o w  bin 

ample oppox%mi-t,g t o  pay, 8ad becanss the payment8 are  

etrrarzged. so %;hat %hey iao not wrolck s bmden npon h i m *  

In pitany eases baok $mas  have p i l a d  up, whPoh, t o -  

gether wlth the short %em mortgages, cause greaf d i a t r e g s  

ztnd ransasfnes~, These back Wxea are %ncslladed ern tho amowd 

of mom$ Sent an fndfvidual, beca~sa m2ess back Lazes a%s 

cleared up $here cawnot be a clear title to a homes The ar- 

xangemenB $or l a m a  %o gag thess Eaxea oan essfSy be i2ada 

in tho s&m@ gag a$ f a r  the mortgages. Thfs t a r 1 ~ 8  and agree- 

ments of paymont a m  the same ae thsae f o r  mortgages* 

In bui2dZng s m w  home or repairlw one, the owner e°o9 

bubliler su'Ctw98s d o t a i l e d  p l ~ ~ n s  Bo Bhe P a  for approval of 

building standuraa and appraisalc Tha F X  appraSsera s e t  

%ho valne of Ghs h o n s ~  anti lot, aria the a m o r  g o e ~  f o  the 

Bank or any oLher e5igible money Jen&er to arrange the loan 

f o r  ths ar3ozan-t meedsd -to comglete repairs or t o  bufla dhe 

new house, Tho PHA, i ~ ~ n x s s  the momg 5enBar against lorn u%, 

-to elghey per cent o f  the valtzxa 02 tha property,  Theae loans 

are mads posakble t o  -pmpL~ f o r  various periods of t ime up 

14, ?,'i@SonaLd, dt-svetr-t;, T ? y  Hor the Home ,'"ouse 
BeautiiaX, Yo%, 7 9 ,  August,  1935, p, V3-, 
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term mortgage,. and from there 011 proceeds to pa.y the monthly

payments o£ his new long term mortgage. 14 His worries of

foreclosure are eliminated, beoause he knows that his mor~­

gage is spread over a period o:f time that will allow him

ample opportunity to pay, and because the payments are

arranged. 80 that they do not work a burden upon him.

In many eases back taxes have piled up, whioh. to­

gether with the short term moxtgages~ cause great distress

and uneasines80 These back taxes are included in the amount

ot money lent an indiVidual, beca.use unlassback taxes are

cleared up there camlOt be a clear title to a home. The ar­

rangement for loans to pay these taxes can easily be made

in the same way as for the mortgages. The terms and agree­

ments of payment are the same as those for mortgages.

In building a new home or repairing one, the owner or

builder aubmitsdetailed plans to 'the FHA for approval of

building standards and appraiaa,l.The FHA. appraisers sat

the value of the house and lot, and the owner goes to the

bank or any other eligible money lender to arrange the loan

for the amount needed to comI>lete repairs or to build the

new house. The FHA insures the money lender against loss up

to eighty ~er cent of the value of the property. These loans

are made possible to people for various periods of' time up

14. McDono,ld, stewart II' "Money Jror the Home, H House,
13eautif'\ll, Vol.?? August. 1935!1" p. 73-.



to twenBy years at an in teres t  rate of five per cant plug 

oaa half of one per cent aervlce oharge ahioh goes to the 

lender and one g e ~  cent whroh goes to the inuuxaulce f u n d *  

Thux4,i-b l a  seam thtz-t the ieaeral. gomrment; i s  ready 

an8 wil2Lng $0 ahouZBar its ~e~~pons fb iXBty  tov~ard %hog% who 

need help, Ets plans and provisions w e  in %he bes t  fnterc 

@st8 02 thass poople, that they map be ab l e  t o  engoy the 

convenience8 of a good home* The sespansibiLiky of the 

gsople w Z L l  be t o  bx2ng $0 the attention of! the g o v e m e n t  

tho aecessity of good housifze;. It ~$13. be t h e i f  rssponsi- 

b i3 i t$  Lo show t h e i r  inlthntive in t h i ~  nuttar. Upon 5% 

wi51 depend Ghe amount m d  uooge of work l o  be dons in the 

h s e t d i n g ~  discuarsed L n  t h i s  ahaptor ,  Federal a i d  In %ha 

eatablLahment of low-rent housing, and in the reaemptioa sf 

morf gaged hamess, cleasanos 02 dlelf nquen-t; taxea, ~ n d  the 

building or rapa2riw of hsmea* 
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to twenty years at an interest rate of' five !Jer cent plus

one half of one per cent service charge whioh goes to the

lender and one !Jer cent whioh goes to the FHA insurance fund,

Thuagit ia aeen that the federal government is ready

and willing to shoulder its responsibility toward those who

need help_ Its plans and provisions are in the best inter­

ests of these people, that they may be able to enjoy the

conveniences of a good home. The responsibility of the

people will be to bring to the attention of the government

the necessity of good housing .. It will be their responsi­

bility to ahow their initiative in this matter. Upon it

will depend the amount and scope of work to be done in the

two heading;j discussed in this ohapter, Federa.l aid in the

establishment of low-rent housing, and in the redemption af

mortgaged homes" clearanoe of delinqllent taxes, and the

building or repairing of homes.



A s  aBated bafoso,  the raiaiag o f  %be gociaZ and eco- 

n ~ m f  c statns af the LZsxlca~a in 3ezn ld&r@as f s a %bee-way 

respon@ibflityc "$rst, 9% i a  %he rssrponuibfl i tp of the 

g o v e r m ~ a t ;  aecond, i t  Zs the responsibility of the 4"&xican 

people; &ad thira, it IY the responsibility of societg fn 

genersl, Howevsr, the naim loaa o f  respons ib i l i ty  In raia- 

9ng the siir&tu~ ras ta  w i t h  the ISsxl.om-~s thcm,selvoabl It La ag 

t o  %ham t o  ahow the  g a v s m s n l  m d  the rosf of saaisty,  by 

wrord and ac t loa ,  %hat $hey a m  ~onuoiaua of' the sSLuu%ion; 

that they are ready an8 miZZZng  t o  ca-operats in any stops 

or measures tsken towards beetering t h e i r  situalion: an8 

tha t  $h?y ago c8gabLs o f  rnwin%ainhg a brgher lsvsJ of 

livin~ 19 it is made poss ible  f a r  them, 

This worcl, mi? action phrase used in tho above para- 

graph ~inuply msens fiaat S&xfcal.is mnrst speak up an6 demand 

@heir rfghLs as oitixanu of the stake and as membcra of a 

aooia'c;y %a general; that t f ~ s y  nust take steps in all.  dfree- 

$ion@ %ha% wi12 bring tihe af-tiua.fiian $0 a clim~x and u l t i *  

m ~ L e  solu%ion. !?hey must have naitg and orgaaixatlom among 

Ghamtmlves, The$ mt138 l ook  t o  some l o a d e r  r a h ~  has t h e i r  

be& fn tesas ls  aP; hoarti and gho CB'EI. i n % e l ~ i g 0 ~ ' 1 ; 1 y  and tac t -  

fully lewd %ham in f h ~  road that means freedom gram the 

CRAFTER V

:t OSSIBLE C,H..\lUffiL3 FOR Hli~XICP...N tlOGIAL ArID ECOllOIUCAL

$ELF-BE.TTEID,;lENT

AS stated before" the raising of' the eocial and eco­

nomic status of the Mexicans in dan Maraos 1s a three-way

responsibility!> Pirst. it is the responsibility of'the

government; aecond .. it is the responsibility of the Mexican

people; and third. it 1s the responsibility of society in

general .. HowevEll.'., the main load of responsibility in ra.is­

ing the status rests with the Mexioans themselves. It is up

to them to show the government and the rest of society. by

word and action. that they are Qonsoious of the altuation~

that they are ready and willing to co-operate in any steps

or measures taken towards bettering their situation: and

that th~Y are capa.ble of mainta.ining a higher level of

liVing if it is made possible for them.

This word and action phrase used in the above para­

graph simply meane the:t LJ:e:xlcans must speak up ancl demand

their rights as 01tizens of the state and as Inembers of' a

sooiety in general; that tl.1.'3~l must take steps in all dirac...

tiona that will bring the situation to a climax and uIti...

mate solution. They must ha.ve unity ami organization among

themselves. They must look to some leader who has their

best interests at hO(;l.rt and '.:'Jho can, intelligently and. tact ...

fully lead. them in the road that means freedom from the



oppressive sifaaflorr e h ~ t  confronts them at th i s  critical 

perfod sf tgrne, Tbls 5 s  a task %hat oarnot be accoaglisheia 

w l t h S m  a ehor2; time, but ozl %he cunfirarg muat Be done ~ 5 0 ~ -  

Xy, gatfently, and over apesfoil of Lime, The foanaatioa for 

auoh s t-seri!endous und@~.t;aki~ig as the safsing of -the sfakue 

sf a peapXe muat be aa9X pl8m8d and w e l l  established* Okece 

eatablZshed, pravfsions mnst Be msde for i t s  @m%Lnuitig~ an& 

possible st+engtbsniag, In the paat, as h5story w i l l  prove, 

the  ra is ing of such oondZtiiona has besn accomplished through 

rsvcrlation in2srraaI. d%sccsrd* Tcraag, in t h i s  modern wui.la 

of advaneed ideas and procedaras, one can a ~ ~ o m g l l ~ h  e o ~ l t -  

less measure@ of impravemeti'b and r e f o m  w i t &  co-i>perat;Aan 

and cZoaa aaaocSa%fon in places of di800xd &nd conflbcl. 

But with %ha situation BQ hopolassly bad and almost 

wf$hout remedy, hov cBn reform be  accomplished? The a;nmer 

$8 edaoa$ion; educafPon, not only in the sense that one 

-t;hlnk~ of aa traininyg ~ i v s n  by 8choals,  co23egt3s9 eta, , b a t  

eauoatfon 5x1 aver$da$ I%fo axzd uituathoms; education of ths 

poopla ae a mbole, and not o n l y  of' ch%X&ren, The S.Iexi- 

cane musk bo eancated in the19 du t i e s  to society, t o  tho 

gaverment, and, $0 one anothas* They lnust ba e8noatod in 

thofr ~ihphts as oltixons; the b e n e f i t s  of oo-aperation, 

salf-bettarmon%, partiaipation in tho functions o f  ~ o c i e t y ,  

an@ the  eaucaffon of t h s l r  children $0 meee the sitrm$iam 

that  confront then as tho3 grow* Theg nnaat 'be eathcated so 
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o:ppresslve sitnation that confronts them at this critical

period of time. This is a task that oannot be aooomplished

within a short time. bu.t on the contrary must be done slow­

ly. :patiently, and over aperiod of time. The foundation for

such a tremendous undertaking as the raising of the status

of a people must be well planned and well established. Once

established. provisions mUf3t be mad.e :for its continuity a.nd

possible strengthening. In the past, as history will prove.

the raising of such conditions has been accomplished through

revolution and internal discard. Today, in this modern world

of advanced ideas and procedures, one can acoomplish count­

less measures of Impl"ovemsl1t and reform with co-operation

and close association in :place of discord and conflict~

But with the situation ao hopelessly bad and almost

without remedy, how can reform be accomplished? The answer

is education; education, not only in the senae that one

thinks of 8;,l training given by schools, colleges, etc., but

eduoation in everyday life and situations; education of the

people as a whole, and not only of the children. The Mexi­

cans must be educated in their duties to society, to the

government, and, to one another. They must be educated in

their righta as oitizens; the benefits of co-operation,

self-betterment, partioipation in the functions of society,

and the ednca,tlon of their children to meet the si tuationa

thatconfI'oll't then as they grow .. 'fhey mnst be sa.uce-ted so



that Lheg nay Tose kheizl B C I Y ~ J ~  of ixxferioritiy , t h e i r  rssign- 

ed passivsne~s t h a t  13 drwgiw %hem even deeper Lnta Ghe 

h~geledsnasss 09 their* aond5%ionsc E 1 i ~ ~ l . l g ,  tk~ag 21u3-li h e  sau- 

caied so  thal they mag r ~ a l i a e  Lh&% clasa conflict an4 r&ofad 

grejodics fs o n l y  aa~aefl through misund@rstsnili~~g and thaB 

anea Bhia f a  ~Jirnfnatad there is no o b ~ t a c l e  in thc way of 

kmmon9ons faztercowso w i " c h i  &hot different elsraonta of 

soc io lg ,  

L'wther sducat ion  niSZ come w i t h  iEernon~3traGi~e iastrao- 

%fan, by d2ffer~mt city officfakt  and emplwgees, In tho 

various aandtary meaaarea, prooau-tions, preedusea, konXth, 

dn the benofit8 sf cZeanllasss, ar~d in ths pTeyarntion of 
.' 

f osaa ~ - ~ k l h  emgfias%s on food v a l u . ~ ~ ,  TBf s education can easi-  

ly be given %y c i t y  he&l$h of f ieeg  o r  nurso, This i t 3  a 

civic duty 4hh-b ps;y& ~sss -b  dividendn in tho long run,  ba t  

Ths gpanaaring of and tho partiuip?k+tion in %he fanncti~ns 

of such org~nizations as the League of United Latin ~merican 

Citizens ~ ~ 1 9 1  Csnd t o  bring about he lpfu l  inetructioa in t4ae 

s6eps for self-bettermonto Tho purgose and aima of' this or- 

ganf zc~%lsrm arts %he: achievemanti af n, eitneation auah as is 

aeairsd By the ii2exictans o f  dsn I.&rooa, It &:9 lid& remark- 

abXe auccesd en *%I@ Smpr~vamanti of eunbithons 02 1.-cxicans 

in a grea t  maw ~ O V J ~ S  ~ n d  ciLie;3 L ~ o u ; ~ h u n $  - b e  .xmLhv~euG 

and aan sayi ly  do tho ar~n1e for ;Iaxfc~,f23 of &.ZI ?.2&rcosa 

Cndar such orgez;nj-zstiomr@ as the frELdC2, Gbe .L-exioana can 
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that they may lose their sense oflnferiorlty • their re.sign­

ad passiveness that is dragging them even deeper into the

hopelessness of their condltiona. JPil"..ally" they must be edu­

cated so that they may realize that class conflict and raoial

prejudice 1s o:n.ly oaused through misunderstanding and that

once this is eliminated there is no obstacl~ in the way of

harmonious intercourse within the dl:ffarent elemen.ts of

sooiety..

}i'urther ed.ucation \,111 come with demonstrative instxnc-

tion, by different 01 ty o'fficials and employees" ili the

various sanitary measures. precautions, prcedurea, health,

in the benefitaof oleanliness. and in the preparation of
~.

foods with emphasi3 on food valu~s, This education can easi~

ly be given by a oit.y he~i.lth officSl' or nurso.. Thif3 1:3 a

civic duty that pays great dividends in tho long run. but

which has been disregarded in 3an 1~rC08ti

The s:ponsoring of ano. the pB.l'ticipa.:tion in the functions

of such organizations as the League of United Latin American

Citizens will tend to bring about helpful instruction in tlill

Jteps for self-betterment. The purpose and aims ot this or­

ganization are the achievement of e. s1 tna. tion Buch as is

dei3ired by the I.J:exiaans 01: San Marcos. It hat~ had remark...

able suoceSd in the impro'vemGnt of condl tions o±~ liLexieans

in a great many towns and ai"hiE!H3 tm'ou{~'hout -bhe ;Jouthwest

and can easily do 'the same for LIexlcans of dEl.n LIarcos II

Under auch organizations as the LULACd. the ~exiaans can



organfza fn ortier bo ac2nafnP; Lhemsalve~ mith poasfblftisa 

f o r  improvemonti. Howcvar, this m i t y  an8 orgaaiaatiormwfS1 

not be based on %he idea of def~nse againat sppoaing foraaa,  

hat upon the  i des  sf b e i q  able .&o a~ccrm~lish Imasre for  that 

aof;mon whols mhan $her@ is harncs~aiurau o?cgr:nieatiusl. 

T h ~ r a  elkauld be anol;hor f o ~ m  of organization among the 

EIexican psopls  of Y s x ~ o s  l ' h E ~  osganl~ation, h o ~ ~ e v a r ,  

w f 1 9  be implied only &nab will not be one to Sunation afth 

psrliamentary pznoo@dwes* 1% ~ 1 9 1  bs more sf ez csmon mcler- 

a t e z n d i ~  mong tha Y$xfc&aa that $hose buainesa plaess o r  

employere shswlng d FscrictZnat ing "t;ndonc%es or ;xitagonis t i c  

~Savipaints aro to bc avoi&ad until a change for the best 

f a t e r a a t  of the Lkxfcms is brought  &bout-. III soae cases 

thka way ~ i o r k  a hardship on sono pespfe, bn2; they must real- 

ize that harashipd suPferi% a r e  a part 09 a progrmn 

iieclicated t o  %ha impro~cment 0% clon&itions. One maat s u f f e r  

$0 appreeiata tho merits 09 worthwhile undertakings, 

Eerhaps, ewn a ~ Q ~ % Z ; I C E L ~  organization of cll ::exieann 

voters 9n ;jan i2ircoa mauJd be a very excel3ent instrument 

in 'briaging sboat oaBtain chaagei;! s u d  reforms, However %hie 

oaues an increase in the aultagan5.sti.c SeeXing nov exi:3ten-kdl 

Then ags5n, any refonas  03: changoa a@@omplishcd throu.gh 

coercion a r e  s n ~ c e p t i b l e  f o  change or &isregar8 at mry and 
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organize in order to acquaint themselves with possiblities

for improvement. However. this unity and organizatlonwi1.1

not be baaed on the idea of defense against opposing foroes,

but upon the idea of being able to accomplish more for the

conlmon whola when there is harmonious organization.

There should be another form of organization among the

l\Iexican people of dan l'farcos. This organ1z.atiOll. however ~

will be; implied only and will not be one to function with

parliamentary ~rooedures. It will be more o~ a common under­

standing among the 1~xicans that those business ~lace3 or

employers showing discriminating tendencies or antagonistic

viewpoints are to be avoided until a change £or the best

interest of the Hcxicans 1s brought about.. In some cases

this may '.?.;ark a hardship on some people I but they must real....

ize that hardships and suffering are a part of a program

dedicated to the unprovement of oonditions. One must suffer

to appreciate the merits of Vlorthwhile undertakings.

Ierhaps, even a politica2 organization of all l(exican

voters in San Marcos would be a vary excellent instrument

111 bringing about certain changes a.nd reforms. However this

tool or wea];:on can become very dangerom:l if uGiecl for coer­

cive purposes" This should never be its aim for it VJould

oause an increase in the antagonistic :feeling now exi:3tent.

Then again, any refonns or changes accom~lished through

coercion are BU;;Jcelrtible tiC change or disregard at eny and

all op~ortunities ~ossible.. Nor should this organization



ba l i k e  tba one axistiag now Ln jein i:&rcos, T h i s  u ' - ~ h g  

club fn $an lhr@ss, known as "Tho 2loralds 04' 2sxas:" doea 

no% work fo r  &I18 cowon good, buk is motgbly co~zoerned w i t h  

individual bonofita, nor 13 it ropreaen%a%iva oP both sexes 

09 tha I;exlasa people or" ~ g l ~ f p  :.:srcuss 

An o~gaaizatia~. such aa tho an5 herein aazapgcated would 

be compoaea of man sad vfoLien 09 voting age, 1% would in-- 

c%~ade aviary potedt8al votsx &n %ha ~ 2 0 3 ,  The ~ ~ P B ? - J B  woaEd 

be Lo secure a Z 1  pas~ible belzefit for the we'trilara of ;Iexi- 

can pcegLe 3.2 Saa f-iareoa, This organf z s t i on  would be  m k r  

B. fearsesa aisd drnarnic: lebder wi th  %ho melfara an& h ~ ~ p g i -  

nee8 of h i s  p o g L a  la mfntl* 

W e  aould go 01% indsfin$.t;ely pn'oposing g o s s l b l s  maane 

for h.oxitsnn dociril an& econamlc&l saSP-betterment, b t i t  

.y.BOnB Vffvuula ~;i~&',' 'k: ~ P Z % P ~ J ~ E ~ G  1k731@8d % ~ E Y  Vf83C8 b&k3€3& On 

education ar o r g a n h s t i s n  o~ both, i~nyoac can dea %hat un- 

uducat~d an& w o ~ g a n i x o d  paopSa csnnot aurvive; t h ~ t  8h0y 

w i l l  evenlual3y f a l l  buck i n t o  a emraga and uncivilized 

at iato* Tharefore it is the du-tjy sf tho  L:exLcan people ,  Por  

thoir avm suke,  Go choose beLness f o f f o r v i ~ q  %he road ko 

aeJP-be t t emont ,  bhrough oducatlon a r ~ d  safe and sound or- 

ganieutionn, o r  %ha  TO&^ t o  C O L I ~ ~ U - ~ O  B@5%Z'bt1%.!.03e 

5:3

be like the one existing now in 3an LTarcos.. This 'It,-- ~.i.ug

club in Jan 1:aro05, known a.s n The Heralda of Texas '; doea

not work :for the oommon good, but is mos'cly concerned with

individual benefits, nor 113 it rep:resentative of both sexes

of the Mexican people of dan 1:,;&roos.

An organization such as the one herein suggested would

be oomposed of men and women of voting a.ge.. It would iu...

clnde every potential voter in the city. The purpose would

be to secure all possible benefit for the welfare of l~xi­

can people in 3an LIarcoslO Thlsorganization would be under

a :fearless and dynamic le£i.der wi til 'the welfare and happi­

ness o£ his ]6ople in mind.

Qne could go on ~ndefinitely propo8il1g possible means

:COl" 1.:exloan social and economical self-betterment, but

none would wo:rk satisf'aotorily unleBs they wera baaed on

education or organi~a.tion 01' bo·th. Anyone can see that un­

educated and unorganized people cannot survive; that they

will eventually fall back into a savage and uncivilized

state. Therefore it iH the duty of the I.Iexice.n people" for

their own sake. 'to choose be'bweol'l followi,ng the road to

self-bettermont. 'through education and. safe and sound or­

ganization" or the road 'to oomplete dest! tutio!l.



In. thfa study an attsmg1 has beon mde t o  -piresent an 

impsztial mxd nnprejndicsd picture of the socia l  e;na aco- 

nomic e t a t n ~  of tho l'sxlcauls in 3an I:arcos, and to show 

what bearing t h e i r  stafzua has on t ho  all 1raportapa.t social 

r a ~ ~ i + b ,  .tihe f@mily, &n.d an the  e3tdv&n~ement or retoraation ia 

nckool of Zqexican children, Zmphasis k e ~  been rjlsced on the 

family ma 3.-ta plnee in aocrlsty, with reegact to the auties 

and obliga%ions of the goverm~ont tomard tha familg; of Lhe 

family Gowas& the governen$;  and of a l l  families with in  

the social, almsla toward sach other ,  

The family constf tlates a SonnaaLion upon which rests 

the go.vermion.t; and Lhe whole ssocfsil o r d e r &  In order t o  gse- 

s e w e  Sntaot %he social order ,  the foundat%oa muat be m~in- 

tafned el;ro.ng and s o l i d  thronghone. 110 p a r t  must be allowed 

t o  weaken or t o  fall, for that 1~111 cnusa the foundation t o  

fa i l ,  1% is therefore,  a decred duty ,  for the sake of -tihe 

American ghilouophy of life, t o  care for and preserve the 

foundation of the socicl o s d a r ,  
- - 

Pha conditions of the r.Loxicanrs in dan liarcos as pre- 

sentea here are d5vided i a B o  t w o  m < - i n  headinga, soc ia l  and 

economicl Under a o c l a l  conditiona were treated such pbasos 

au %he homes, d i e t ,  canvenienooa, hea l th  conditions, and 

t h e  general utili.l;uaes tovarda  education and the soc ia l  

GRiJ'TLm VI

Jm.il.ttl..RY AUD CONCLU,jIOIf

In. this study an atteID];)t ha.s been made to present an

impartial and unprejudiced picture of the social und eco­

nomic statu.e of the Eexicana in Jan Il!arco2, and to show

what bearing their status has on the all important social

unit, the family, and on the advanoement or retardation in

school of M.exican children. Emphasis has been placed on the

family and i·ts place in sooiety, Tilth respect to the duties

and obligations of the govermnent toward the family; of the

family toward the government; and of all ~amilies Within

the sooial cirole toward each other.

The family constitutes a foundation upon which rests

the gove:rnrnent and the whole social order. In order to pre­

serve intaot the ~ocial order, the foundation must be main­

tained strong and solid throughout. no pa.rt must be allowed

to weaken or to fall, for that will cause the foundation to

fail. It istherefors. a ;aacred duty, for the sake of the

American philosophy of life. to care for and preserve the

foundation of the social order.

The conditions of the Hexieana in ;;ian Uurcos as pre..

sauted here are divided into two mti,in headings. social and

economic. Under sooial conditions were treated such phases

as the homes, diet, conveniences, health conditions, and

the general attitudes towards education and the social



structure, while nndsr the eoonomf c oonditf ons were treated 

Lhs tyges of work, w o r k i n g  conditions, inoomea and hoars. 

The survey made among Lhs !Iexb@~n farnzlies revealed 

a l m o s t  incrailiblg inferior conaitions of Ziving, 1% was 

found thaf the dweL1Zngs lack the m o s t  elemenfnrg sanitary 

iaciXit i@s and coplh'Penlences; that many are literally an- 

safe; and t k ~ t  the renfs sro t o o  high for the coaaitions sf 

the houses an.& the financial oonditisns of the families, 

The average rent was f ouna t o  be ,:4,50 f o r  an average thrae- 

xsom harnae, Fhsrs f a  a t oLaX  of 545 rooms among %he fani2iae 

aurvayo8 w i t h  265 of theae being bsdzoams. To each one of- 

thet~e be6rooms thars is am avesaga of four possont;. 

The a i e t  o f  p a  i,Zsxicarms was found to be composes of 

oaZy Lhe barest of foods  necessary for tbo sustenance of 

l i f e ,  1% mas fo~1pf.a that emphnuia i a  placed on yuarrt;iSy 

rather thsn ~nalley oOnd the value 05 foodso 

Tho aonvsniences enjogod by -t;ho !,;exlioans ape few, if 

any. Ike surveap revealed tha t  Isss Dh8n tvieaty farn515.e~ have 

bathtubs o r  shs~ver baths,  an& l e s s  than ten have Emwerage. 

Uves tz~snty-f ive  familiov use well. water or %he rivas f o r  

driakLng and bathing. Only z19xGy- two homea are elsckrically 

lFghLad, and fifty per cant or b e t t e r  of those families 

u~iP;h ice boxerj use i c e  only when they are able  t o  buy It, 

Thirty- me home% reaafvo a d a i l y  newsgaper, and sixty-sight 

hms  radios. 

FIeeltih among theas. itexicana i d  subjecteta t o  grca-b 
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structure, while under the economio conditions were treated

the types of work, working conditions~ incomes and hours.

The survey made among the Lillxican families revealed

almost incredibly inferior conditions of living. It was

found that the dwellings lack the most elementary sanitary

facilities and conveniences; that many are literally un­

safe; and that the rents are too high for the conditions of

the houses and the Zinancial conditions of the families.

The average rent was found to be if,:4.50 for an average three­

room house. There is a total of 549 rooms among the families

surveyed with 266 of these being bedrooms. To each one of

these bedrooms there is an average of four persons6

The diet of t~e llexicans was found to be composed of

only the barest of "foods necessary for the sustenance of

life. It was £otUld that emphasis is placed on ~uantity

rather than quality and the value of foods.

The conveniences enjoyed by the Nexleans are few. if

any. The survey revealed that less than tvventy families have

bathtubs or shower baths", and less than ten have sewerage.

Over tvJenty~five families use well water or the river for

drinking and bathing. Only sixty.. two homes are electrically
,

lighted, and :fifty per cent or better of those families

with ice boxes use ice only when they are able to buy it.

~ehlrty-one homes recelva a daily newspaper, and sixty-eight

have radios.

Health among thsl!e· Mexicans is subjected to great



aaagers beaause of' the conditions of the homes, tho Lack of 

sanitary facili.ties, the congestion of backyard housea, the 

proximity of 2urgstor;g Creek, and %he l ack  of screens f o r  

ths homes. 

The rttli.t;u&es tovards eduaztion aaa the  social. atruc- 

t u r e  are generally abouL tho s m e  thronghoat. Education is 

regarded as an oggortunity f o r  betterment and progress. The 

~Oafal s t ruc tu re  is rsgarded by some w i t h  a l i t t l e  resent- 

meat and by some with indifference born out of a s o r t  of' 

feeling of defeat. 

In the economic division it was found that eighey-one 

families had some member of their group on the rolls of one 

of the emergency rol9af work div98ionu, Out of the number 

engagsd in private  steady emp3opnent one iinda ganieora, 

t ruck drivers, cooks, paintera ,  cargenters, blacksmiths, ate ,  

The working candikions a re  fair with only a f e w  oxcep- 

. tions, The a d a v o r u b l e  cornmen.tu are rmde because 09 the l a ~ f  

wage% anti long The incomes of the X e x i c m  people 

range from <-3,00 50 about t/,,7f5,00 per raoath, Tho boars range 

from u. few mirante% a day in some caaes t o  even fourteen 

hours gar day w i t h  six and a~vau-day neolss. 

&s a reau3t of thovo conditions 09 living it was found 

tha t  edncation of tha chi ldran 1.; affected in the fo22ov~ing 

waya : 

F i r s t ,  the nttrrtber of children a c t u a l l y  in school corn- 

pared L o  the amber that should be in school is smz.11 indeed. 
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dangers because of the conditions of the homes, the lack of

sanitary facilities, the congestion of backyard houses, the

proximity of Purgatory Creak, and the lack of screens for

the homes.

The attitudes towards education and the social struc­

ture are generally about the same throughout. Education is

regarded as an opportunity for betterment and progress. The

sOcla1 structure is regarded by some with a little resent­

ment and by some with indifference born out of a sort of

feeling of defeat.

In the economic division it wa.s found that eighty-one

families had some member of their group on the rolls of one

of the emergency relief work divisions. Out of the number

engaged in private steady employment one finds janitors,

truok drivers, cooks, pa.inters., carpenters, blacksmiths, etc.

The working conditions are fair with only a few exce:p~

. tions. The unfavorable comments are made because of the low

wages and long hours. The incomes of the Mexican 1)601'16

range from ~:'3,.OO to about ;:/15.00 per month. The hours range

from a few minutes a day in some casas to even fourteen

hours per day with six and seven-day weelrs.

as a result of these conditions of liVing it was found

that education of the children is affected in the following

ways:

First, the number of children actually in school com...

pared to the number that should be in school is small indeed.
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jeaond, %he number of days enralleti in achool 3.8 smL1 due 

t o  a Xa%e start  t o  and an e a r l y  9ai-t;hdrwvml f rom sahaol .  This  

in turn 3s due t o  the PacL that  the 2:-milies f o l l o w  season- 

al occupations, A %hTrti revealed fac t  i a  t h a t  these children 

are  aotualLy Gwa Go three yaars olaer tlmm tiha average Engw 

lish-~3geakfng o h f l d  in %ha same grade* 

A plan w a s  g r o p ~ s a d  whersby the t o m  w i t h  aid 0% %he 

federal goverment c o a l 4  congtruc% lorn-ront housing Fro- 

j e c t a  to kake aare 00 the ~ '~n:rogart ied ?.lsx%ctaaa mbe %Iveo In 

dilapiill.atod ~hhacke, k aeconi: pl sn  was progoset? through 

mhir;h i.ndiv$d.'l;dal ~OILIB owners mbth rno~.tg:~ged. hones, delin- 

yuon t  taxas, anit hctriles in need of F G ~ B % E  OF rebuilding 

couZa secura locans from l:,rbvate corpa-e~~tiiona with the feder- 

al govermant  inaurin~ the 108n8~ Theso plans were baaed on 

thhs Uni.ted 6ts.t;os Ha~xn i n s  Aathoritiy &?I.& t he  Y~(aora3 F o u e i r ~  

Bdminis%rution. 

Purthes moaduras and means f o ~  the rai-:3ing ~f the a t a -  

tus o f  the ' ; . JQXLCLI~S l a  S~tn !~ELTCOEI m e r e  f.mt~odt~cecl eta pos- 

s i b l o  sources of impso~sman-k* These were found  t o  be based 

on oducatiaa and orgnnleation, nei ther  09  hioh oh 13 poes ib le  

wttkout the other. 

From the facts, S i g u r o a ,  and o t h e r  i a ~ f o r m ~ G i a n  which 

mas gathsrsd, compiled, axid then preaentoii in thid s t u d r ,  

one i a  able  ko arrive at three  voay asf in i te  concluaiono; 

first, that the  bearing o f  t h i s  Low status on ths ciiucation 

of 38~1 LTarcos 6:axican children 1s that tho educ~tlan of 
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Jeoond, the nl~qber of days enrolled in school is small due

to a late atart to and an early withdrawal from school. This

in turn is due to the fact that the fnmilies follow season...

a.l occupations. A third revealed fact is that these children

ara actuall:y two to three years older than the average Eng­

lish-speaking child in the same grade.

A plan was proposed whereby the town with aid of the

federa.l government could construct low-rent housing pro­

jects to take oare of the tlnIrO~pertied !::exican who lIves in

dilapidated shacks. A 66cond plan was proposea throngh

which individual home owners with mortg!Clged homes, delin­

quent taxes, and homs£il in need of repair or rebuilding

could secure loa.ns from private corpors.tionra with the feder­

al government InBurlng the loans. These :plans were based on

the United ~t8te8 Housing Authority and the Federal Housil~

Adminis"tra tlon.

l!'urther measures and means fo:r the rai::3ing of the sta...

tus of the Uexict'Jns in San Marcos Viere introduced as pos­

sible sources of improvement. '.Phase were found to be based

on educu,tion anei organization, nelth.eI' of whioh 13 possible

without the other.

From the facts, figures, and other information which

was gathered" compiled, and then presented in this studyp

one 18 able to ar1'1va at ,three very dafini to conclu;:3ions;

first, that the bearing of this low status on the education

of San Marcos Mexican children is that the education of
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these children is sacrificed; sscond, %hct the social and 

econonic statna of Xexicans in 3an I!attrooa is very  L o s  and 

unworthy of such t i  paogle; and t h i r a ,  %hi.t theso ~onBftioae 

are susceptible l o  remedy if on ly  co-operation can be effec- 

Bed aa8 hisorirnlmtion an& etnlagoniam can bo 4one aqay 

h y i t h *  

These conclusiens axe, of course,  3nbQect to chr~ngs at 

anytime, but  in vkevi of the information on hand they are 

Punaarnenfal1y c a r r e a t ,  S o  it is with thfs @anvfcCioa in 

mind tha t  they aro prosentad, ~ n d  they will continua t o  be 

thus gsaeented until  condition^ have ch~nged among the 

p o p l a  who have formed the an%$ecl oi? this study, 

'.Phis study is bu-l; a msager par t l sn  o f  a la rger  under- 

taking that is p~ssible in dan Ilarcos* It has no% bean pose 

a i b l e  %a make a r e a l l y  d e ~ a i L e &  and prolonged s t u d y  o f  the 

s l tnnt i .on ,  but the! Puadc~mentala have been touched* k t  an3 

rate a s t e p ,  even though small, ha:; been ta2cen Gowards tho 

pllrasenLuefon of facts eoncarning %he cozadftions   xi st 

wi-khin d m  ::arcos* 1 - b  is sincerely hoped that  s nmre itetail- 

e& a tudy  may soon be rnado wi th  the objecl of battaring the 

aitualiorm, Tho co;npf e t a  rcedeniption o f  conditions v a i l l  mot 

come with  B U T B B ~ B ,  But ant 02 2;41ase snrveys ~ v i . 1 1  aomo the 

Snfosmatlon %hat w911 ~ s r v e  a& imy;ctuu t o  Gh2 governmen%, 

the 6:r;xican geaplel and tha  resoof  the sooiaL or do^ to bet;- 

t a r  the  status f o r  tho a a f e t y  of uZZ concerned. 

/ 
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these children is sacrificed; second, thc:.t the social and

economic statue of :Mexicans in San Harcos is very low and

unworthy of such a people; and third, thE~t the86 condl tions

a.re susceptible to remedy if only co-operation oan be effec­

ted a.nd discrimination a.nd antagonism ca.n be done away

with.

!rhese conclusions are. of course t subject to change a.t

anytime p but in view of the information on hand they are

fundamentt:1.l1y correot. So it is with this conviction in

mind that they aI'S presented t and they will continue to be

thus presented until conditions have changed among the

·people. who have formed. the snbject of this study.

'rhls study is but a meager portion of a larger under­

taking that is possible in San 1::a1'o08. It has not been pos­

sible to make a really detailed and prolonged study of the

situation. but the fundamentals have been touched. At any

rate a step, (.,ven thollgh small, ha~3been taken towards the

presentation of facts concerning the c.onditions that exist

wi thin dan Marcos .. rob is sincerely hoped that a moxa detail­

ed study may soon be made with the object of bettering the

situation.. The complete redemption of conditions will not

come with surveY8 I but out of the.2ie s'tlrveys will come the

information that will serve as impetus to the government,

the Kexlcan people I and the rest of -the social order to bet­

ter the status for the safety of all concerned..
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