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CHAPTER1

INTRODUCTION
SUMMARY BIOGRAPHY OF J. FRANK DOBIE

J. Frank Dobie was born on his parent’s ranch in Live Oak County on September
26, 1888. First educated in schools built by his father on their ranch, he attended high
school in Alice, Texas, where his grandparents lived. He stayed with them and graduated
as salutatorian of his class in 1906. In the fall of 1906 he enrolled at Southwestern
University in Georgetown, Texas, with the intent of studying law, but poetry and
literature caught his interest, and he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in English
Literature in 1910. His favorite professor Albert Shipp Pegues and his classes on the
English romantic poets entranced Dobie.

After graduating, Dobie went to work as a high school principal in Alpine, Texas.
Dobie realized he wanted to teach English and knew that a Master of Arts degree in
English would aid him in achieving that goal. In January of 1913, Dobie left Texas for
New York City and Columbia University where he enrolled in classes that would lead to
his earning a Master of Arts in English. Unfortunately, Dobie did not enjoy his higher
education experience; in fact, he failed one class, but he became immersed in the culture
that New York City had to offer. Dobie received his Masters of Arts in June of 1914,
and returned to Texas to teach at the University of Texas, Austin.

He taught English at the University from 1914-1947, taking “leaves of absence”
to wed Bertha McKee on September 20, 1916 (after six years of courtship), to serve in
the US Army during World War I, to take trips to Mexico and England, and to manage

his Uncle Jim’s ranch. The ranching experience was not what Dobie expected, but he was
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always torn: "in the university I am a wild man; in the wilds I am a scholar and a poet.
These frequent “requests” for leaves, in addition to his annual semester off for cedar
asthma attacks, and the animosity of the then president of the university, resulted in
Dobie’s leaving university teaching in 1947.

Dobie was an inspiring teacher, as recounted in the June 1988 issue of the
Southwestern Historical Quarterly and he was known to be a serious defender of Texas
and relished being involved in the politics of the state.

Known mostly as a regional figure early in his career, Dobie, with the publication
of A Vaquero of the Brush Country, 1929, and Coronado’s Children, 1931, gained
national exposure. Other notable Dobie publications included: Tongues of the Monte,
Cow People, The Mustangs, and The Longhorns.

As a young man Dobie learned the ethic of hard work as a rancher’s son, but his
mother encouraged his interest in reading and in love of language. She ordered books and
his father read aloud nightly from the King James Version of the Bible. Mrs. Dobie made
sure her children were educated even if she had to send them to Alice, Texas for school.
Dobie, nonetheless, developed an early love for language and literature. In Some Part of
Mpyself, Dobie remembered that he and his siblings fantasized about the characters in
some of the classic adventure stories such as Ivanhoe, and the siblings re-created their
heroes’ roles in play.

J. Frank Dobie died September 18, 1964, four days after Bertha received, on his
behalf, the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Lyndon B. Johnson.® While

! Tinkle, Lon, An American Original, (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1978).

2 See, for example, Page S. Foshee, “San Antonio, the Centennial, and the Centotaph;
Grounds for Controversy: J. Frank Dobie and Pompeo Coppini,” thesis, Southwest Texas State
University, 1993. Foshee discussed Dobie’s involvement with the awarding of the Alamo
sculpture contract during the Centennial.



working toward a Master of Arts degree in English at Columbia University, Dobie kept a
journal. This diary, referred to as Dobie’s Columbia Diary, is now in the possession of
the SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS COLLECTION at Southwest Texas State
University.* The diary’s sixty-eight entries spanned a period of about one year from
May 10, 1913 to April 4, 1914. The diary section ended with Dobie’s personal
reflection on re-reading the diary December 8, 1917. The first eleven leaves of the
notebook in which Dobie wrote had been torn out. It is difficult to tell whether these
pages were part of the diary and the victim of Dobie’s scrutiny and editing, or if the
notebook had served some previous purpose and the eleven leaves were no longer
important.’ Along with the missing pages, some of the leaves were torn and the entries
interrupted. The tears appeared deliberate, and considering his reflection of the diary as
being “dull,” it was possible that he felt the need to edit. In fact, Dobie’s scrutiny led
him to believe that he destroyed the entire diary because it reeked of sentimentality.®
Dobie used the back of the diary as an account ledger and address book. He kept
records of notes (loans) that he had taken from banks and those he made to people, as

well as the addresses of New York City newspapers. Also in the diary’s back section

30n September 14, 1964, Dobie and others were awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom that honored civilians for achievements in their careers. Dobie’s citation read:
“FolKlorist, teacher, writer, he has recaptured the treasure of our rich regional heritage in the
Southwest from the conquistadors to the cowboys.” “The Presidential Medal of Freedom,
Medal of Freedom website, MedalofFreedom.com, 1996-2003,
http:/ /www.medaloffreedom.com/List.html (21April 2003). Lists.

# The existence of the diary had been in question since Dobie wrote in Some Part of
Muyself that, when he reread the diary, he was disgusted by its sentimentality, and he
destroyed it. J. Frank Dobie, Some Part of Myself, (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1953),
185.

3 Mr. Dick Holland, former Head of Special Collections at Southwest Texas State
University, related a story to me about the journal Dobie kept while traveling in the Saltillo
region of Mexico. The first several pages where Dobie kept his notes were torn from a bound
surveyor’s book bearing the name of G.E. Ramsey Jr. Since Mr. Holland's attorney’s name was
George Ramsey III, he asked if there was a relation. His father, a geological surveyor named
George E. Ramsey Jr., attended the University of Texas during Dobie’s early years of teaching.
To the knowledge of Ramsey III, however, he had not known Dobie. Most likely, Dobie found
the survey book, tore out the first four pages, and thus obtained a new notebook. Dobie’s
utilitarian nature influenced his record keeping materials.


http://www.medaloffreedom.com/List.html

were two lists: one of books Dobie would like to read and, the second, a list of ideas for
future study.

Dobie’s Columbia diary read like a travel log, which may have been the case.
There was little mention of school, research, writing papers, or activities considered to be
a major part of graduate school. In fact, when Dobie did mention school, it was usually
to note that he had put off schoolwork for the latest Broadway opening.’

The first month’s entries described Dobie’s trip to New England to visit
“cousins” in Rhode Island. He stopped in such places as Boston, Concord, Salem, and
Newport. He often compared and contrasted this new country to the ranching country
where he was raised. A foreigner in a new world, Dobie, evident in his early New York
entries, was offended by the city’s hurried and rushed atmosphere. He preferred the
more peaceful life of a southwest Texas ranch, to the noisy sophisticated city life.

This contempt for New York City changed, however, as Dobie began to
experience New York’s cultural treasures. Over half of Dobie’s Columbia diary’s thirty-
nine entries included references to attending a play or an opera. These entries were
knowledgeable critiques of the plays and frequently he voiced personal opinions of the
actors and their portrayals.

The few entries of personal reflection pondered growing up and making decisions

about what he wanted to do and where he wanted to do said thing. Bertha McKee, a

8 Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 185.

7 By the 1880’s, New York City had the nucleus of what was to be known as the modern
American theatre. “The modern period of American drama was in the bud: a journalistic sense
had entered the American theatre, and entered to good purpose, for it had a sense of reality.”
Dobie entered into New York City stage life at a remarkable time. It had not been until the
1880’s that American theater entrepreneurs seriously pursued producing plays. By the time
Dobie was seeing plays, the playwrights he mentioned, Belaso, DeMille, and the producers
and directors, Margaret Anglin, Sothern and Marlowe, and the theaters he attended, The New
Theater, The Shubert, were answering to a commercial enterprise. One of the big changes in
theater was the development of the “star” system similar to the Hollywood stars of today. In
Dobie’s time the stars were Julia Marlowe, Edward H. Sothern, Otis Skinner, William
Faversham, Margaret Anglin, J. Sayer Crawley, John Drew (kin to the Barrymores), and
Johnston Forbes-Robertson among others. Ward & Trent, et al., The Cambridge History of
English and American Literature. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1907-21; New York:
Bartleby.com, 2000, <http://www .bartleby.com/cambridge/> (24 April 2003).
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woman with whom he carried on a six-year courtship through the mail, was only
mentioned in the closing entries.

The Dobie Columbia Diary is a treasure chest of information that will shed light
on the life of a renowned Texas figure. The transcription and annotation of Dobie’s
Columbia diary will make it more accessible to writers and scholars who wish to use it in

their efforts to understand this humorist and folklorist, a Texas original.



CHAPTER 11

J. FRANK DOBIE AND THE COLUMBIA EXPERIENCE
ESTABLISHING A DIARY’S CONTEXT

Few are able to create a distinct enough of a personality to be known as one of a
kind. The masterful storyteller and folklorist of Texas, J. Frank Dobie, made a name for
himself by having feet of Texas clay and elevating the status of that clay to cultural levels.
He collected and catalogued the stories, legends, myths and the artifacts that defined
Texas and did that with the training of a man immersed in a love for classical literature and
poetry. Today, the study of Southwestern Literature is an accepted part of the literary
tradition. In Dobie’s day, he was considered a maverick. After all, when he proposed
teaching “Literature and Life of the Southwest,” someone said there was no literature of
the Southwest. Dobie countered that he would teach Life. Dobie did not emerge, full-
blown, as the chronicler he would become. There were many significant events that
molded his character. As a young man, Dobie left Texas to pursu€ a Master of Arts
degree in New York City at Columbia University where his seminal experiences shaped
his attitudes toward people, places (rural and urban), education, and academic pretension.

The year and a half that Dobie spent in and around New York City, while
attending Columbia, were significant for two main reasons. The first is that it was the end
of his formal education. His experiences with students, faculty, and the graduate
curriculum often discouraged him and deterred his pursuit of his Ph.D. even though other
influences encouraged him. The second reason that Dobie’s Columbia University days
were significant, was that his passion for the land and its people developed during this
time. His reaction to the crowded, pretentious, and noisy city and university contrasted

dramatically with his journeys to upstate New York and New England. These trips



contributed to his evolving sensitivity for nature and for people unfettered by the

pretenses of society.

The stark contrast between New York City and his native Texas and, then, later
the contrast of the city with the countryside of New England and upstate New York,
provided Dobie the opportunity to develop his passion for the role nature played in his
life. Along with the role that the land played in Dobie’s mentality, it was the people who
worked and lived off the land who provided the most color and interest to Dobie.

Little was known or written about Dobie’s time at Columbia. Lon Tinkle’s 4n
American Original, which chronicled Dobie’s life, only dedicated two paragraphs to the
subject, mostly as a tour of the theaters and as an affirmation that Dobie collected his
“license” to teach.! This lack of attention may have been due to Dobie’s own
recollections of his graduate school days. In the chapter on Columbia in his
autobiography, Some Part of Myself, Dobie wrote about “keeping” a Columbia diary but
that, after reading it, he “was so disgusted with the sentimentality in it that I destroyed
it.”2 Dobie claimed he learned more simply from living in New York City than he did by
attending classes. Thus, there is hardly any surprise that little attention has been paid to
Dobie’s Columbia years. The unearthing of the “destroyed” diary at the Dobie estate sale
and its donation to the Southwest Writer’s Collection at Southwest Texas State
University, San Marcos, Texas, made this part of Dobie’s life more accessible. When
coupled with the voluminous letters, especially those to his mother, Ella Byler Dobie, and
his future wife, Bertha McKee, the diary permits new insight into these seminal years of
Dobie’s life.

Columbia was the end of Dobie’s formal education. The fact that he failed to
pursue a PhD laid the groundwork for later problems with university teaching. He

struggled, during his entire academic tenure, and particularly as a lowly instructor at the

''Lon Tinkle, An American Original The Life of |. Frank Dobie, (Boston: Little, Brown
and Company, 1978), 29.

2 Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 189.



University of Texas, to validate his course, the “Life and Literature of the Southwest.”
Because Dobie lacked the doctorate in literature, he failed to earn respect from the
University for his innovative courses and later he became vulnerable as critics forced him
out of teaching in 1947.

Dobie’s circuitous path to New York City and Columbia University began in
1910 when he finished his undergraduate education at Southwestern University in
Georgetown, Texas. When he entered college, he believed that he would enter the law and
even politics. Following graduation, however, Dobie accepted a position as principal and
English teacher at Alpine High school.? These experiences and his summer journalistic
contributions (articles, but mostly obituaries) to the San Antonio Express News awakened
his interest in educational and literary aspirations. After two years of teaching and
writing, Dobie returned to Georgetown to teach at the Southwestern Preparatory School
and then to work as a secretary to the university president, C. W. Bishop. Dobie
described his decision in 1911 to move from Alpine to Georgetown as “still fumbling
around in the dark.”* Additional motivation to return to his college town could have been
the fact that his younger brother Elrich and his younger sister Fanny both were attending
Southwestern University. As the oldest child, Dobie took his role of older brother quite
seriously, expressing his opinions about their career choices and chiding his siblings for
not keeping up with their correspondence.

As Dobie considered the offer to become Bishop’s secretary, he wrote to his

mother to discuss the opportunity. He told her the position included organizing

3 “Our sources* indicate he [Dobie] was in Alpine for the school year 1910-1911 and that
on August 3, 1911, ‘Prof. J. F. Dobie left this morning for his home at Beeville and from there
will go to Georgetown to assume the chair of Prof. of English Literature in the University.’
Although it was noted in the newspaper that he had said he wanted to visit Alpine at
Christmas of 1912, there is no evidence that he did. *Sources: Alpine Avalanche (newspaper),
1910-1913; ‘A Schoolteacher in Alpine,” Southwest Review, Autumn, 1962, Dallas, Texas; The
Alpenstock (Alpine high school newsletter sponsored by Dobie), February 15, 1911.” Gaylan
Corbin, Archives of the Big Bend, Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library, Sul Ross State
University Alpine, Texas,” J. Dobie and the Shrew,” Personal e-mail, 18 July 2003,
<gcorbin@sulross.edu> (18 July 2003).

* Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 181.
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Southwestern University alumni and coordinating meetings with these groups throughout
the state, but he also had apprehensions that the new position might be too time
consuming and interfere with his resurrected desire to study law over the next two years.
He hinted that he continued to aspire to become a U.S. Senator someday and told his
mother that the opportunity to organize the alumni would be a good opportunity to make
political connections. He also discussed a possible opportunity to work as an assistant
for Professor Pegues, his revered undergraduate professor.’

Less than a month later, in a letter to his mother, Dobie lamented that homecoming
activities had been “dumped” on him. He indicated his dissatisfaction with the position’s
responsibilities.* By May 5, Dobie wrote to his mother that he had had his taste of the
political scene as county delegate for Woodrow Wilson, who was campaigning for the U.
S. Presidency at the time, and concluded: “I believe though that better than politics I
would like to live quietly, reading and writing and dreaming.”” During his three years after
graduation, Dobie had tried public school teaching and administration, dabbled in
journalism, returned to Georgetown to serve his alma mater as secretary and teacher, and
then participated as a Democratic delegate for Woodrow Wilson, which rekindled his
early interest in politics. His rapid shifts in career goals suggested the young man was still
searching for direction; hence, his decision to pursue a graduate degree was consistent
with his uncertainty.

In 1913, Dobie left for Columbia University to pursue his Master of Arts in
English. Given the searching and testing for a career path, he still approached this choice
with trepidation. In a January 19, 1913, letter to his mother he indicated that “Elrich is
able to survive in Georgetown on his own,” yet again showing his big brother tendencies.

He also noted that he was upset about leaving, but he was sure it was the wisest course.

> J. Frank Dobie to Ella Byler Dobie, 10 March 1912, J. Frank Dobie Collection, Harry
Ransom Humanities Research Center, The University of Texas, Austin.

6 J. E. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 2 April 1912, J. Frank Dobie Collection.
7 Ibid, 5 May 1912.
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Dobie explained: “it is right that I should prepare better to teach better.”® None of his
expressions were excited endorsements of pursuing his Master of Arts. Dobie left
friendly, comfortable Southwestern University and took a more serious step toward a
career even though he exhibited little passion for his latest choice. At this point he may
have seen it as the best means to “live quietly, reading and writing and dreaming.” One of
his first letters home from Columbia to his mother indicated this as a possible motivation:

Next year I shall be teaching school too, though I have no idea where. I
would rather teach in a college than a high school, but what I want most
next year is a salary—enough to live on and pay all I owe. I would like
very much to get a job for most of the summer—Dr. Bishop will be up
within a couple of months and he may be able to help me get a position.’

The emphasis on salary signified a dominant theme in Dobie’s consideration of his
career. He showed his preference for teaching at the collegiate level, but above all he
wanted to settle his debts and support himself, possibly to live his dream to write and
read. Teaching served merely as a mechanism to achieve that dream. In the summer of
1913, on a visit to New England, he wrote in his diary about “one of the best days of my
life.” He commented on the beauty of Concord, Massachusetts, “where there is peace and
the most secure nature in the world.” Dobie wrote reverentially about seeing “the Tombs
of New England’s greatest—Emerson, Thoreau, Alcott and Hawthorne.” He remarked
about roaming through Walden Woods and around Walden Pond. He yearned for a hut,
like Thoreau’s.!” Upon his return to Columbia he wrote a letter, June 29, 1913, to his
mother, expressing his frustration with the direction his life was going:

I hope that the other boys will choose a career and follow it. It seems that

I am making a miserable failure of life, and it is not because I don’t want to
work. I do want to work, but I can’t do the things I want to do, and I can’t
like to do the things I can do. Teaching drives me half-mad sometimes. It is

8 Ibid, 19 January 1913.
? Ibid, 1 January 1913.

10, Frank Dobie, “Columbia Diary,” 23 June 1913, SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS
COLLECTION, Southwest Texas State University, San Marcos, Texas. This thought may have
served as an inspiration for Dobie’s acquisition of Paisano, a small cabin just east of Austin in
which Dobie often took refuge to write.



to the unknown that my heart ever turns, and yet nobody on earth likes
Domestic Tranquility more, than do I."!

After Dobie visited the sites where respected writers developed their craft, Dobie
tortured himself with self-examination once again. He wondered if teaching would be a
worthwhile means to his end of wanting a life of writing, contemplating, and dreaming.

In January 1914, his writing revealed further evidence that teaching might not turn
out to be his passion. He wrote to his mother on January 11, 1914, that his Southwestern
University classmate, Lyndsay Hawkins, was returning to Texas to practice law and that,
according to Dobie, Hawkins would one day be governor. Dobie hinted that he was still
thinking about politics but “feels that in five years he will have lost all political
ambitions.”!? Even after a year of graduate school he was still dithering about his
ambitions: “An ordinary man—very, very few men at all-can do but one thing well, and if
I can teach well, then I ought to be satisfied.”!* Dobie’s emphasis on “ought” indicated
his need to know what could give his life meaning, something that he could excel at, but
somehow a deeper passion about the teaching business eluded him. \

During the spring semester of 1914, Dobie’s final term at Columbia, he began to
consider teaching positions at colleges across the country. In letters to his mother during
this time, he mentioned positions at Wake Forest, Syracuse and University of Oklahoma.
Dobie asked for counsel from his former employer, Southwestern University President C.
W. Bishop. Bishop was more than happy to write letters of recommendation and took
great interest in helping Dobie. On February 7, 1914, Bishop wrote:

I hope you will carry your work on in the direction of a Ph.D. degree, and
take the degree when it is convenient. It will at least be worth a good deal

1 J. E. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 29 June 1913, ]J. Frank Dobie Collection.

2 Ibid, 11 January 1914. Dobie referenced Lyndsay Hawkins as a “Georgetown Man,”
and since he was returning to Texas, this implied that Hawkins attended Southwestern
University and was a former student there with Dobie.

B id
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to you in securing a position. It works like a charm on most university
presidents.!*

The letters to his future wife, Bertha McKee, began toward the end of Dobie’s
Columbia days as he hoped to return to Texas. In April of 1914, he wrote to Bertha that
he was “within roping distance of an instructorship with the University of Texas,” and “I
am also on the fresh trail of an assistant professorship in Wake Forest, North Carolina.”’
A letter to Bertha ten days later indicated that Wake Forest was out. In addition, he failed
the interview process at Syracuse. He considered that event insignificant, however,
because the salary was paltry.'

On May 10, 1914, Dobie wrote to Bertha about a job offer from the University of
Oklahoma, but the salary was too small, and he did not want to live in Oklahoma. He

wrote:

I simply can’t arouse any enthusiasm about the idea of teaching in some
place away up here. I could travel in strange places all my life, but when I
settle down I want to be where human relations are Sweet. That is about
all there is in life, anyway.'”

By the end of the semester, Dobie completed his thesis and\secured the instructor
position at the University of Texas. Lon Tinkle wrote that Dobie “felt fully qualified to
practice his profession. Like a doctor or lawyer or an architect, he had his license.”!®
Tinkle also wrote: “If he had a care for security, which he never did, he had his future

reasonably road-marked. Anxiety on that score would not afflict him.”!"®

4 cw. Bishop to J. Frank Dobie, 7 February 1914, J. Frank Dobie Collection.
13 J. Frank Dobie to Bertha McKee, 9 April 1914, J. Frank Dobie Collection.
16 1bid, 19 April 1914.

7 Ibid, 10 May 1914.

18 Tinkle, An American Original, 29.

19 1bid.

12



Tinkle wrote as if Dobie were complete, as if a missing puzzle piece was found
and placed. Although Dobie had completed the perfunctory requirements to teach, now
he had to find something to teach for which he felt passion.

Occasionally the self-doubt still emerged. Harvey Hatcher Hughes, a Columbia
friend and a budding playwright, wrote to Dobie after Dobie’s first year of teaching:

Write me a letter when you feel like it. Do you have any thoughts of
returning to Columbia and going through the Ph.D. mill? I should like to
see you again, but I'm fearful of the effect of the mill.?

In early 1916 Dobie was apparently still contemplating a career in journalism
when Hughes likened it to being bound to a profession:

You have the same sort of need for freedom (in the real sense of the word)

that I have: and the journalist is anything but a free man. So is the theater

though for that matter and perhaps a newspaper office would be no harder

to break out of than a State University. It’s all a question of choosing your

master. But don’t go into either of these places with the view of becoming

a cog in one of the wheels. I have maintained, in the face of all opposition,

that you are the only man in English in my days at Columbia that had a

spark of genuine originality.*'

Hughes’ characterization of the “mill” reflected on the process of getting one’s
license as detrimental and restricting. Hughes also knew that Dobie revered his freedom of
thought and action. Tinkle chronicled this when he discussed Dobie’s constant
wanderings while an instructor at the University of Texas.

At Columbia, Dobie discovered a world far different from his Texas environment.
His diary, and letters home, often contrasted New York with his native Texas. His writing

began with reverential awe and some bewilderment, but it ended with dismay and his

feelings of being overwhelmed by the hurdles of a big city. When Dobie traveled outside

2 Harvey Hatcher Hughes to J. Frank Dobie, 14 July 1915, ]J. Frank Dobie Collection.
Hughes was the proctor for Brander Mathews’ graduate classes at Columbia and Dobie was one
of the students. Dobie recalls to Bertha McKee that Hughes was a frequent table companion
and often entered into philosophical debates with Dobie. (J. Frank Dobie to Bertha McKee,
April 1914, J. Frank Dobie Collection.)

2 Harvey Hatcher Hughes to J. Frank Dobie, 3 February 1916, J. Frank Dobie
Collection.
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of the city, to New England or even up the Hudson, he commented on the lushness of the
landscape compared to the land of the southwest, but his comparisons contained affection
and passion for both very different environments.

The other transition for Dobie was cultural. He experienced an awakening both
within Columbia University and in the city itself. Dobie became immersed in opera and
theater and especially in Shakespeare. The young man walked into a vibrant cultural
scene, and the actors, producers, theaters he mentioned in his diary would make any
theater historian long to have had his experiences. So pervasive was this theme of
attending plays and operas that Dobie’s wife Bertha McKee Dobie said his graduate
school days were “an education from the Balcony.”?? In his own recollections of
Columbia days, his focus was on the plays and particularly on Shakespeare.?

From a university perspective Dobie encountered a drastically different faculty
from those he knew at Southwestern University, with one or two exceptions. He saw the
Columbia faculty more concerned with their own place in a sophisticated society than in
their world of higher learning.* The young Texan had a low tolerance for inauthentic
personalities or a person’s ability to be disingenuous. Dobie’s disdain for their attitude
may have contributed to his lack of desire to pursue a Ph.D. This decision, however,
handcuffed him when he needed tenure at the University of Texas. Nevertheless, this
New York and Columbia experience molded what was important to Dobie and where he

found his own place in the world.

22 William Wittliff to James Supple, 13 March 1992.
2Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 184-192.

% Although it would be fascinating to know what Dobie took at Columbia, a 2003 note
from the registrar said “no”: “In reference to your inquiry of James Frank Dobie I was able to find
that he attended Columbia University from 1912-1914 and graduated with a M.A. in June 1914
through the graduate school of Arts and Sciences. His majority of course work was in English
and also took Comp. Lit and French courses as well. In order to obtain his official transcript you
would need to be the executor of the estate or possess power of attorney on his behalf, that
would also be the case for any immediate family member of his.” Bill W Santin Sr., Student
Service Representative, Columbia University Transcripts Dept., “RE: transcript from 1914,” 10
June 2003, Personal e-mail (10 June 2003).



New York was not Dobie’s first trip to a big city. In the summer of 1909,
between his junior and senior years at Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas,
Dobie and several classmates attended the University of Chicago.?” Dobie’s biographer
Lon Tinkle wrote that the college student was initially homesick but then became
intrigued by the adventures offered by the Midwest. He traveled to Milwaukee and
visited museums and art institutes. However, when he visited the stockyards in Chicago,
he told his mother that seeing the Texas Longhorns made him nostalgic for home.? Tinkle
wrote that by the end of the summer Dobie was “overwhelmed.”?’

In a letter dated August 15, 1909, Dobie wrote that he wanted to be home on the
ranch or with the boys that ran Southwestern University. Dobie was initially affronted
by the city, then embraced the opportunity for adventure; but when those opportunities
dwindled, he was ready to go home.?® His Chicago days indicated how his Columbia
experience would unfold.

Writing to his mother on February 3, 1913, en route from Georgetown to
Columbia, Dobie lamented:

Oh, but I hated to leave Georgetown today. It was like leaving the old
ranch as a boy. Like leaving home when I started out, like leaving
Georgetown that other time—which seems far, far away—as an
unsophisticated illusioned youth.”

Dobie experienced not only uncertainty as he left Texas but also a feeling of
homesickness as he anticipated a year and a half away from home.

On February 6, 1913, Dobie arrived in New York and in a first letter home he
wrote his mother that he had secured room and board and arranged to take four classes.

He assured his mother that he was fine and then he commented on the nature of the city:

25 Tinkle, An American Original, 21.

26 J. E. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 8 August 1909, J. Frank Dobie Collection.
27 Tinkle, An American Original, 21.

281, F. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 15 August 1909, J. Frank Dobie Collection.
% Ibid, 3 February 1913.
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Trains fly through tunnels under the streets never emerging. There is an
awful fascination about the first ride. But I shall never be able to
comprehend how so many people live in one place.*

Even after spending a summer in Chicago, Dobie was still struck by the scale,
density, and cacophony that New York City presented to him. In that same letter home,
Dobie wrote:

I am all bewildered. All of my theories of life are to be made over. The
great question, what is worth while in life? Must be answered anew. I shall
write about the life here if there comes any system of the chaos. Tonight I
am going to a meeting of the Southern Students.>!

So great was the impact of the change for Dobie, he needed to rethink what was
important to him. He sought grounding with those of similar background such as the
Southern Students.

Over the next week, Dobie continued to explore New York City, and on Friday,
he and Dick Jones, a Georgetown boy, visited the Metropolitan museum, the New York
Public Library, and the New York Historical Association’s museum. Dobie said that they
saw nothing “distinct” and that “the whole [was] a confused conglomerate of art, beauty,
learning, history and epitome of the world’s progress.”*? Dobie commented that looking
at artifacts in the confused surroundings of museums left him longing to take a single item
to a:

calm valley or hillside, and there all day read them and under the stars
dream and ponder on them. I should be much wiser and better than I would
for gazing in satiated wonder all day upon the mass, that is the trouble
with big things.*? ‘

Dobie preferred knowing things at an elemental level, and this theme pervaded

Dobie’s writing.

30 bid, 6 February 1913.
3 Ibid.

32 Ibid, 16 February 1913.
33 Ibid.
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Muddling through his first semester, he wrote home to his mother in late February
to “dispel the idea that I am working too hard. I have, in fact, worked so little that I am
ashamed.”* He also indicated that if one was not focused on his studies, “there are
voices, as alluring as lover’s entreaties, to call one away.”** Dobie indicated that some of
these “voices” had recently called him to a National Women’s Suffrage Association
meeting attended by Anna Howard Shaw*® and Jane Adams; *” an Anarchist’s meeting

where Emma Goldman>® spoke; and a meeting for the Association for the Blind that

34 Ibid, 13 February 1913.
33 Ibid, 23 February 1913.

36 Suffragist Anna Howard Shaw, (1847-1919) was involved not only in women’s rights,
but medicine, religion, and oratory. “She was world-renowned and honored by many
governments. She studied at Albion College in Michigan and later Boston University where she
received a degree in theology, 1878. She received a Distinguished Service Medal from Congress
for her work during World War I, but her most famous legacy was that in the suffragette
movement. She wrote an autobiography called The Story of a Pioneer in 1915 and was inducted
into the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 2002.” “Anna Howard Shaw,” Mecosta County
Women's Historical Council, n.d. <http://www.sharewords.com/AHShaw /bio.html> (22
April 2003).

37]ane Adams, (1860-1935) founded the famous social settlement Hull House, on
Chicago’s west side in 1889. “She was pre-eminent, not only in the suffragette movement, but in
her international efforts for world peace. The settlement house offered neighborhood
kindergarten, day care for working mothers, and even music and art classes. She was involved
deeply in the social programs of her era and even was a member of the National Association of
Colored People which was begun in 1909 and a member of the American Civil Liberties Union
founded in 1920.” “Biographical Sketch of Jane Addams,” Jane Addams’ Hull-House Museum,
Chicago: The University of Illinois, February 1997,
<http:/ /www.uic.edu/jaddams/hull/ja_bio.html>] (23 April 2003).

3% Emma Goldman (1869-1940), famous anarchist, published the monthly magazine,
Mother Earth in New York from March 1906 to August 1917. “In addition to political topics from
the early 1900s, Goldman wrote and lectured on modern European drama. She wrote essays on
playwrights such as Henrik Ibsen, August Strindberg, Gerhart Hauptmann, George Bernard
Shaw and Anton Chekhov.” Candace Falk, ed., “Emma Goldman: A Guide to Her Life and
Documents,” The Emma Goldman Papers, Berkeley Digital Library,
1995,”<http:/ /sunsite.berkeley.edu/Goldman/Guide/bibliography.html>1 (24 April 2003).
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President Taft was attending.*® He and Dick Jones hung around outside of the meeting
place to get a glimpse of the President stepping out of a taxi.*’

During the summer of 1913, Dobie took a trip through New England. He began his
journey on a steamship from New York City to Providence in order to visit friends of the
family, whom he referred to as “aim folk” and “cousin.” “How good it was to feel New
York receding, to feel the sea air in the heart.”*! After several days of visiting he wrote to
his mother: “Had I been born by such a wild and calling sea, I would never had resisted its
voices. I should have been a pirate sure.”*

After his first full day, he remarked in his diary entry that, “I had no idea New
England was so beautiful.”* In a note home to his mother one day later, he said, after
relating to the warm hospitality of the family friends: “It is quite quiet here in this home

and street. I shudder to think of the noise and glaring apartment houses of New York.”*

“Emma Goldman grew up in a petite-bourgeois Jewish family in the Baltic region of
Russia. (Her birthplace is today part of Lithuania.) After immigrating to the United States at
age 16, she worked in a Rochester garment factory before settling in New York City in 1889.
Already influenced in her youth by the radical culture of St. Petersburg, she soon joined the
anarchist movement. She fought countless battles for free speech and civil liberties. Though
expressing little interest in the suffrage cause, she critiqued the social and economic
subordination of women and was an early advocate of birth control. The U.S. government
targeted "Red Emma" for her radical activities, jailing her on several occasions.” Edward T.
James, “Emma Goldman Anarchist,” Notable American Women: A Biographical Dictionary.
(Boston, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press 1971, n.p.
<http:/ /us.history.wisc.edu/hist102/bios/20.html> (24 April 2003).

39 William Howard Taft (1857-1930) graduated from Yale, practiced law was involved
in Republican judiciary appointments and was appointed a Federal circuit judge at thirty-four
years of age. President Theodore Roosevelt appointed him Secretary of War and it was TR who
decided Taft should be his successor. Taft pledged loyalty to the Roosevelt program, but he
disappointed TR. In 1912, when the Republicans re-nominated Taft, Roosevelt bolted the party
to lead the Progressives, thus guaranteeing the election of Woodrow Wilson. Taft was the
twenty-seventh President, 1909-1913. “William Howard Taft,” The White House Home Page,
2003, <http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/wt27.html>] (23 April 2003).

407, F. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 23 February 1913, J. Frank Dobie Collection.

! Dobie’s Columbia Diary, 13 June 1913, SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS COLLECTION.
“2 1. F. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 23 February 1913, J. Frank Dobie Collection.

* Dobie’s Columbia Diary, 14 June 1913, SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS COLLECTION.
* Ibid, 15 June 1913.
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The diary entries demonstrated Dobie’s discomfort with New York City even after a full
semester of adjustment. Beyond a mere homesickness, these feelings were more visceral
to Dobie.

As aresult of Dobie’s two-week tour around New England (he visited Boston,
Cambridge, Salem, Concord, Walden Pond, and Hartford), both in a diary entry and a note
to his mother after his visit to Harvard, he reiterated his discontent about life in New
York City. In fact, Dobie regretted not having gone to Harvard instead of Columbia::

I am sorry now that I did not go to Harvard instead of Columbia. It is very
quiet and retired out here, with room for residence and avenues of trees and
yards of grass and sky. There are no apartment houses; the subway it is
only eight minutes ride to Boston—a city I like better than New York. It is
not so congested, not so mad, and much more dignified and artistic in its
taste. It is full of old things, which it preserves, and monuments and quaint
crooked streets. It takes itself very seriously but harmlessly. Harvard is
what I have always dreamed a great university should be.*’

This excerpt from a letter to his mother indicated that Dobie was not offended by
all urban settings. Dobie simply had a preference as to how his environment should be.
Even in Boston, Dobie found particular areas that did not appeal to him. In his June 24,
1913, entry Dobie noted that neither “Fannel Hall [sic] nor Bunker Hill monument are
worth seeing, as I found. Charleston is inexf)ressibly squalid and vulgar.”*

After a visit to Wellesley, Dobie wrote to his mother that he was enchanted with

the countryside, landscape and its intricacies. He wrote:

Texas has no scenery like New England. Texas, in the first place, never
cultivates its scenery; though some of its scenery is naturally wild, grand
and big. But here a rich soil, a powerful spring climate, the art of man—all
combine to heap effect on effect until the senses ache.*’

In closing this letter he wrote: “It seems like I have been gone from New York for

a month, though I have been having a pleasant time and no desire to see New York again. I

437, F. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 22 June 1913, J. Frank Dobie Collection.
* Dobie’s Columbia Diary, 24 June 1913, SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS COLLECTION.
47 J. F. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 22 June 1913, J. Frank Dobie Collection.
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wish that I had not have to see it again.”*® Six days before his trip ended he commented
on his dread for returning to New York City, further emphasizing his disdain for it.

His return to New York City predictably wrenched his soul. He traveled by train
from Boston to Hartford and then a steamship into NYC.*

His June 28, 1913 diary entry read:

Thought I would go crazy when I entered the noisy, hot, clanging streets
again, the subway with advertisements everywhere, the city where there is
never peace or modesty or sweetness or reflection or simplicity or
anything but sophistication and noise.*

He remarked to his mother in response to her letter that he received on his return:

It was good to find your letter (containing the check) awaiting me when I
got home yesterday, tired, half-sick, and near crazy at thinking of having to
continue another year in his hell hole of noise, colors, sophistication and
vulgarity—of crowded, high, ugly houses with never a shaded street—of
everything but the beautiful, the modes, the peaceful, the restful, the
freshly romantic, the sweet.!

He wrote in his diary about the contrast between New York City and Walden
Pond, and he wrote of the pond’s powers of inspiration:

I rambled all over the old place and out through the undisturbed woods to
Walden Pond where Thoreau built his hut, wrote his nature lore and with
characteristic eccentricity refused to pay taxes—for he held all government
or restrictions on liberty a baneful thing. The nature around there is the
most charming, the most conducive to pure, quiet, homelike thinking I have
ever seen. | wish that I had a hut where Thoreau had his. The country in
Massachusetts is not grand and big and productive of wild awful longings
like ours, but it is beautiful, peaceful and secure.>

Even as late as April 1914, as Dobie was within a month of completing his degree,

he wanted to be outside of the din of the city. He wrote Bertha McKee, “If I were

8 Ibid.

* Dobie’s Columbia Diary, 21 June 1913, SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS COLLECTION.
30 Ibid, 28 June 1913.

3!y, F. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 21 June 1913, J. Frank Dobie Collection.



21

somewhere where I could listen to the silence a while and look at the stars all such
animosity would die within me.”™

From the beginning of the Columbia stay, Dobie struggled to understand and reach
a comfort level with the drastically different environment of New York City. Initially he
was amazed and bewildered. He commented that he might have had to rethink what was
the essence of life. That amazement and awe, however, were quickly turned to contempt
and disdain. He showed affinity for both Boston and Providence, and was intrigued by
the countryside around each. He regarded New York with disgust. The Texas man had
begun to appreciate the emotional rewards of land and nature.

Dobie’s excursions provided a stark contrast to his experience in New York City
and thereby underscored his passion for authentic and genuine nature. These trips
provided insight to his attraction to the people of that authentic land. Later, Dobie’s
writing focused on the lives and stories of the Mexican vaqueros, the cowhands that
helped work the ranch where he grew up, and his reputation in literature grew on the
stories that he told about these areas. This, however, was not simply a fascination with
the place where he grew up; on his journey to New England and up the Hudson to the
southern Adirondacks,** Dobie’s letters and diary attested to his attachment for genuine
people of the land and their culture.

While visiting Salem, Dobie happened on a graveyard and met “the most
interesting character I have met in a long time.”> The graveyard keeper was an old
Irishman who guided Dobie around the cemetery and showed him the tomb of
Hawthorne, former Plymouth Colony Governor Bradford, and the judges of the famous

witch trials. The elderly keeper told Dobie the history of the tombs and pointed out

32 Ibid, 29 June 1913.

)

>3 J. Frank Dobie to Bertha McKee, 19 April 1914, J. Frank Dobie Collection.

3% The New York State park has the motto is “Forever Wild” and those that climb all
its peaks are known as the “46’ers. The Adirondacks are home to 46 peaks the most famous being
Mt. Marcy where the Hudson River begins.

33 Dobie’s Columbia Diary, 25 June 1913, SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS COLLECTION.
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epitaphs. He even provided suggestions for a cure for Dobie’s warts. Dobie joked with
him and asked if he could use the grave keeper’s vinegar and received a “reprimand.”
Joking with the workingman put Dobie in his element.

On another trip in early fall of 1913, Dobie traveled to the southern Adirondacks
around Lake George.’® There were no letters written or diary kept in this two week
period, and the only record is found in the chapter “Along Lake George” in Some Part of
Myself. The subtitle of the chapter indicated that it was originally written in a “log
book.”’

His first encounter on this journey occurred on the train from New York City to
Albany with a trade-journal publisher from Wall Street. Dobie was “drinking in the river,
with his eyes, and wanted his thought to soften and drift away,”*® but “Old Currency,”*
as he referred to him (a fellow passenger on the train), wanted to discuss politics. Dobie
lamented, “Good God, how few people ther;a are that do not bore me.” He was about to
have his interest piqued on this trip, however, and “Old Currency” provided Dobie one
last reminder of the unnaturally sophisticated, disingenuous folks that brought out his
disdain. This would provide Dobie a nice contrast to the people with whom he was about
to meet.

Dobie traveled by trolley from Albany to Saratoga Springs and two days later a
trolley from there to Lake George. He then sailed on a steamboat up the lake to Bodwin

which led him to reflect on the beauty of Lake George.

36 Lake George, an idyllic lake with surrounding mountains, lies near the southeastern
border before the Adirondacks in Northeastern New York. The lake is about 30 miles long and
about 3 miles wide with over 170 islands and extends to Ticonderoga where it connects with
Lake Champlain.

Lake George was the scene of numerous battles during the French and Indian War as
well as during the American Revolution. “Lake George,” Lake George Association website, 2003,
< http:/ /www lakegeorgeassociation.org/html/lake_george_general_info.htm> (30 June
2003).

5T Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 193.
*® Ibid.

¥ »01d Currency” was the trade journal publisher a man named Delano.
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Who said that the scenery of Lake George is not varied? Why at every
angle, at every degree is difference of the sun’s height, at every changed
distance from the shore’s side, the hues of water and mountain and heaven
changed.®°

At Bodwin Dobie took the train for Ticonderoga,®' where he discovered how the
paper mills® had ruined one of the most “charming spots on earth.”®® Despite the
malodor, Dobie found that the people of this area made Ticonderoga a memorable place.

Ticonderoga served as a base for Dobie to hike and investigate the surrounding
areas. On a day trip to visit Fort Henry, Dobie observed a man fishing in a small pond.
His rapport with this man was similar to the encounter with the graveyard keeper in
Salem the previous summer. Dobie recalled chiding the man for fishing in water that was
too shallow for fish. The man swore back that it was over his head. The fisherman went
on to tell the glorious story of Ethan Allen and his men at Fort Ticonderoga. Dobie asked
if he were on Vermont soil and the fisherman replied, “thar whur you be.”® Dobie

mentioned “Montclam” and the fisherman bellowed back, “MONTCALM!”® Dobie

% Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 195.

81 The fort at Ticonderoga had a special American history. It was built by the French in
1758 and was located strategically between Lake Champlain and Lake George thus controlling
the inland waterway in the eighteenth century. “Ti” was the “key to the continent” in the
struggle between the French and the British over the area. Famous names were Montcalm,
Abercromby, Amherst, Ethan Allen, and Benedict Arnold. The latter two and The Green
Mountain Boys won the first victory of the Revolutionary war at the fort. Thus “Ti” became a
staging ground for the American army until 1777. ” Fort Ticonderoga National Historical Site.”
Fort Ticonderoga Website, n.d. <http://www.fort-ticonderoga.org/> (23 April 2003).

62 The Adirondacks provided lumber for a huge industry including paper mills. Not
only did paper mills pollute the waterways, but they also produced an offensive odor over
entire geographic areas.

83 Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 196.
% Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 197.

% Montcalm was the French general who defeated the British commander Wolfe on the
Plains of Abraham in Quebec, 1759. Both commanders died from wounds in the battle. Richard
& Elaine Federici, “Le Marquis de Montcalm: Carillon et Les Plaines d’Abraham,” On the Trail
of the Last of the Mohicans, Marion, North Carolina: Mohican Press 2003,
<http:/ /www.mohicanpress.com/mo08006.html>1 (24 April 2003).
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enjoyed the fisherman’s company, but he needed to continue his journey. He recalled,
“Oh, I hated to leave him.”%

‘ Dobie continued day trips until he met his landlord’s stepson, Clyde, a man in his
late twenties. Dobie intended to only stay for a few days but ended up staying two
weeks. Clyde guided him around southern Lake Champlain mostly to fish and camp out.
Dobie enjoyed these pleasant days in nature with a pleasant companion. Toward the end
of his time with Clyde, Dobie remembered “the fool” on the train on the way up the
Hudson. Dobie recalled that “the fool,” when asked if he would like to live on one of the
mountains, said, “no... for it would be too far away from everything.” Dobie wrote: “it
would have been too near God and Beauty and Peace for his mechanical shallowness.”®’
Clyde, evidently, was not one of these fools.

When Dobie returned to New York City, he sent Clyde some tobacco and a knife.
Two months after receiving Dobie’s gift, Clyde responded on a postcard: “I should have
answered before but I have been away from home for over two months driving [a] team.
Now I am here and we are lumbering, cutting, and skidding pine logs.”®®

A dichotomy existed for Dobie; he was fascinated by New York City culture. It
was apparent, however, that he had lacked affinity for its environment and its
stereotypical people (hurried, brusque, rude, narcissistic). His Lake George and New
England visits underscored his need for open country and its authentic inhabitants. Yet,
the majority of Dobie’s sixty-five Columbia diary entries focused on his theater
experiences. He wrote of the star actors of the time; he wrote his opinions that were

strong and critical. We remember Bertha McKee’s remark that J. Frank’s graduate-school

days were an education from the balcony. The energy that Dobie put into some of these

6 Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 197.
57 Ibid, 204.

%8 Unidentified Author to J. Frank Dobie, 1 December 1913, J. Frank Dobie Collection. A
“team” of horses pulled the skids on which the newly harvested lumber would ride to the
nearest river where it was cast to roil downstream to a collection point.



reviews revealed that seeing these plays, particularly Shakespeare performed by
professional companies, had rekindled his love of the classics.

In letters home and in diary entries, Dobie revealed that he was aware of the
dichotomy: the love for orchestra, opera, and plays and his need for the simple and
genuine. He separated the opera’s performance from the audience performance that
ensued around it. He wrote to his mother about “the scene” at the Metropolitan Opera.
“The true aristocracy comes in an act late, leaves before it is over and parades around
between acts.”®

Dobie sent home news clippings with this letter. The clippings reported on
Americans abroad. An American millionaire, Frank Gould, was moving to France
presumably because there were fewer governmental regulations on business. A Mrs. D. J.
Wood was going to France because she found the variable climate in France more suitable
for her pet poodle, Arlene. While Dobie did nof comment on the clipping, he probably
included it to corroborate his description of the “people” of New York City for his
mother.

Another notation on New York City behavior described Dobie’s encounter with
someone at the Philharmonic:

Today I spent in much waste and no profit. The night to hear the N.Y.
Philharmonic concert with an Englishman who told me how he was
engaged, who objected to Borglinn’s Statue of “Conception,” who read the
Post’® while I listened to the sad music and who applauded with his hands
while I sat in silence, softened by the music and wondering why he should

so applaud that to which he had hardly listened.”!

Dobie loved the music, or the play, or the opera but could not tolerate the
pretenders who did not appreciate the performance as he did. He questioned their motives

in attending the events and their hypocrisy in displays of appreciation.

0 J. E. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 30 March 1913, J. Frank Dobie Collection.
7 The New York Post.
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In contrast to the pretentious attendees, Dobie developed a great appreciation for
the performers and the playwrights. His diary entries on performances were prolific. He
attended multiple performances of the same play with the same cast simply to fully
absorb the performances. He wrote to his mother:

You used to think it was wrong to go to the theater I believe. I hope you
don’t think so now. And I can tell you there are many noble men and
women engaged in acting and writing plays. And some of those I call noble
may be irregular in living, yet true and kind and gentle. There are several
variations of the high standard in this world I have learned to know.

The passage indicated a previous disagreement with Ella Byler Dobie about
Dobie’s attendance at the theater. Ella had taken great interest in her children’s education
since their early childhood days. Ella Dobie found deep pleasure in classic literature, and,
later, Southwestern University Professor Albert Pegues also stimulated Dobie’s interest
in Shakespeare. The Dobies, because education was important to them, had a school built
on their ranch and hired a teacher. The Dobies later sent their children to her parents in
Alice, Texas, where they began formal schooling.”® Her emphasis on the quality of the
children’s education revealed her concern about how Dobie spent his time in New York
City. He was supposed to have been there for a higher education. In addition, the Dobie
family was, after all, good Methodists.”* Mrs. Dobie had reservations about the sort of
people that performed and wrote plays and was concerned that her son was associating
with them. Whether or not Dobie and his mother ever resolved her concern is unknown,
but in light of the following excerpt, only two months later, we might suppose that they

did not:

I Dobie’s Columbia Diary, 18 March 1914, SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS
COLLECTION.

& J. E. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 16 November 1913, J. Frank Dobie Collection.
3 Tinkle, An American Original, 10.

7 bid, 8.
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There is no news for me to write. We are so well agreed on some things
that to discuss them would be vain and tiresome; we are so disagreed on
others that to argue them would be futile and profitless.”

Dobie spent a great deal of time at Columbia with Harvey Hatcher Hughes,”® a

monitor for one of Dobie’s professors Brander Matthews.”” Dobie recalled Hughes as a

731. F. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 18 January 1914, J. Frank Dobie Collection.

7 Harvey Hatcher Hughes (1881-1945) became an important dramatist (Hell-Bent for
Heaven, The Lord Blesses the Bishop, It's a Grand Life, Wake Up Jonathan) from North
Carolina who wrote folk and other plays and taught English and drama at Columbia
University beginning in 1909. He served with the American Expeditionary Forces in France
during World War I and won the Pulitzer Prize for drama in 1924. Roslyn Holdzkom, “Hatcher
Hughes Papers Inventory (#4210),” Manuscripts Department, Library of the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, June 2001,
<http:/ /www lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/html>/04210.html>] (25 April 2003) Inventory.

" Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 189.

James Brander Matthews (1852-1929) was born in New Orleans. Even though his family
was in New Orleans due to the Father's business interests, Matthews was raised in New York
with long stays in Europe and he always considered New York his home. Matthews' father
intended that his son become a gentleman of leisure and educated him accordingly. He received
a baccalaureate in 1871 and a law degree in 1873 both from Columbia University.

“Matthews was uninterested in law but passionate about theater and literature. He
earned a Master of Arts in Literature at Columbia University in 1874 and turned to writing to
support his family. He began by reviewing plays and eventually became a respected author of
novels, plays, short stories, poems, essays and biographies. He was a frequent contributor to
such periodicals as The Nation, Puck, The Critic, Scribner’s Monthly, and Harper's Monthly.
Some of his more successful plays include Marjory’s Lovers (1884), A Gold Mine (1887), and On
Probation (1889), the last two written with G. H. Jessop. He was the co-founder of the Authors'
Club organized to bring together the literary men of New York.”

Matthews began lecturing in the Columbia University English Department in 1892. He
was appointed Professor of Dramatic Literature in 1900, the first such professorship
established in the United States. He continued to publish books on theater and literature such
as Shakespeare as a Playwright (1913). Columbia University established the Brander
Matthews Dramatic Museum in 1911. Gwynedd Cannan, “Brander Matthews Papers1827-1967,”
Columbia University Rare Book and Manuscript Library, August 2000,
<http:/ /www.columbia.edu/cu/libraries/indiv/rare/guides/MatthewsB/index.html> (22
April 2003).
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frequent table companion and was likely to be more gentlemanly than some others Dobie
met. His discussions with Hughes could have prompted his consistent attendance at the
theater. Whatever the influence upon Dobie’s attendance, Hughes remained a trusted
confidant and sounding board. Dobie noted in a letter to Bertha McKee, in April 1914,
that he had breakfast with Hughes, which was a regular occurrence, and they had a
philosophical argument regarding a play.’

Another influence on Dobie, during these Columbia days, could have been Mary
Thomas.” This young friend from Southwestern University was also attending
Columbia. Mary and Dobie frequently attended plays together. She left the university in
late 1913, and left Dobie to finish his spring semester without a companion to attend
plays. Tinkle discussed the possibility of an amorous relationship between Dobie and
Mary, but simply concluded: “She and Frank found one another both entertaining and
sympathetic, then and for the rest of their lives.”®® Further evidence that Dobie was likely
not to be romantically involved arrived in an April, 1914, letter to Bertha McKee, to
whom he admitted missing Mary. It does not seem likely that Dobie would admit to a

woman he was courting that he missed another woman in a romantic sense.®!

“As for the courses offered by Brander Matthews in 1913-14, I checked the course
bulletin for that year and found that Prof. Matthews only taught two courses: 291-292, “The
Development of the Drama from the Greeks to the Middle Ages,” two full courses. This course is
devoted to a consideration of the dramatic methods and theatrical effectiveness of the chief
playwrights of Greece and Rome, and of the earlier phases of the medieval religious drama. In
this course particular attention is paid to the technique of play making;" "293-294, “Moliere
and English Restoration Comedy,” two full courses. After due consideration of the influence of
the Spanish stage and of the Italian comedy-of-masks on the French comic drama, the greater
part of the year will be devoted to Moliere, his life, his works, and his theory and practice of
the dramatic art, although time will be found for a discussion of the influence of Moliere upon
the English dramatists of the Restoration.” Abby M. Lester, Columbia University Archivist,
“RE: Another question,” 11 June 2003, Personal e-mail (11 June 2003).

78]. F. Dobie to B. McKee, No Date April 1914, ]J. Frank Dobie Collection.
” Tinkle, An American Original, 21.

% Ibid, 22.

81 J. E. Dobie to B. McKee, No Date April 1914, J. Frank Dobie Collection.

28



29

One wonders if a primary reason for Dobie’s frequent attendance at the opera,
theater, and symphony substituted for his lack of engagement in his education at
Columbia. He was using his time to escape to the wonders of New York City. In Some
Part of Myself, Dobie wrote: “New York gave me more than the university gave me.”%?
Tinkle echoed Dobie’s thought: “Columbia had taught him less than he simply learned by
living in New York.”®® A more revealing note home to his mother, early during his first

semester, indicated more specifically what Dobie’s issues were with the university:
P y

I doubt I shall be here any longer than through the summer. A lot of this

graduate work assigned is purely pedantry and foolishness, of no practical
worth, though much of it is essential and I shall take what I like out of my
courses and let pass what I have no use for, not working at all for grades.®*

By the end of that first semester, Dobie concerned himself more with how he
compared with his peers than with the value of his class offerings. With final exams
looming and expressing his conflicting feelings about going home or finishing his course
work, he wrote to his mother:

I am very busy, but don’t get anything done. I know so very little when I
compare myself with the great scholars about me that I feel utterly
depressed and hopeless. Nothing so humiliates me as to be considered by
some people as learned. I am dreadfully in earnest about this.®

This is the only evidence that Dobie provided that shed doubt on his feelings
about what he knew. During his time at Columbia, Dobie was candid in assessing his
experiences and apprehensions. When something or someone offended his sensibilities,
there was no doubt or hesitation. He commented to his mother about self-doubt. This is
the only evidence that might have suggested Dobie had a chip on his shoulder with
respect to being a Texan. He may have been adjusting to the fact he was out of his

element.

82 Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 184.
8 Tinkle, An American Original, 28.

841. F. Dobie to E. B. Dobie, 16 February 1913, J. Frank Dobie Collection.



Most of Dobie’s commentary on the university lacked praise. In a letter to
McKee, dated April 14, Dobie recounted a particular meeting of the English Club. An
exchange professor from Holland gave a talk on t’he Renaissance in Holland that “shocked
and amused some of the young pedants present by his vivacious, free and even romantic
style.”8¢

Dobie made two entries into his diary regarding his feeling about the faculty of
Columbia. At a supper with a Miss Landers, the two “speculated as to why it is so
fashionable for Columbia professors and students to affect an air of nonchalance and of
being indifferent to all things.”®” At another English Club meeting Dobie recalled one
professor by name:

I think the English Professor Wright®® to have the most contemptible and
contemptuous view of ladies that I have ever noted. He is a fool to be so
proud of his lack of interest in those for whose instruction he is paid.®

Twenty years after his graduation from Columbia, when he advised a former
undergraduate student, Isabel Maltsberger Gaddis from UT, on taking courses at
Columbia, Dobie had not changed in his opinion of higher education and particular
professors. In a letter to her, dated May 1932, Dobie wrote, “I am a Columbia man, but

that bears no weight with me in giving this advice, for I had no attachments towards

% Ibid, 10 May 1913.
86 7. F. Dobie to B. McKee, No Date April 1914, J. Frank Dobie Collection.
87 Dobie’s Columbia Diary, 29 March 1914, Southwestern Writers Collection.

88 Information about Professor Wright from an e-mail communication with the
Columbia University archivist: “According to the 1913/14 Catalogue, Ernest Hunter Wright
was an Instructor in English in that year. He received his A.B. (1905), A.M. (1907) and Ph.D.
(1910) from Columbia University. In 1913/14 he taught: English 253-254-Textual Criticism of
Shakespeare's Plays (second half); English 309-310-Seminar Discussion of Dissertations; and
English 287-288-The Romantic Movement. We have a biographical file on Dr. Wright with
obituaries and some articles by him. He retired from Columbia in 1947 and died in 1968. Lastly,
we have some of his administrative correspondence (1925-1947) in Central Files, the
administrative correspondence of the University.” Abby M. Lester, Columbia University
Archivist, “RE: Prof. Wright,” 9 June 2003, Personal e-mail (9 june 2003).

% Dobie’s Columbia Diary, 3 April 1914, Southwestern Writers Collection.
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Columbia University.”*® He went on to say: “Being in New York is something of an
education in itself and you go to Columbia on the side.”' Given that Isabel was seeking
advice almost twenty years after Dobie attended, he suggested to her that she send him
the pages from the catalog and he could offer advice where he could. Dobie wrote a note
to Isabel in June containing torn pages from the Columbia catalog with his notes on
courses and professors. In the note Dobie commented to “avoid everything that has any
connection with Education [spelled with a capital E].”** Dobie’s feelings about pedantry
were evident in this note. He commented on one course in the catalog, English 200:
Lectures on Contemporary Literature “would probably be entertaining. However, most of
the lecturers are third rate ‘literary men’ and some of them are contemptible posers.”* On
other courses or instructors he inserted comments such as “No,” or “to be avoided.”*

Not all of Dobie’s Columbia experience was with self-absorbed pretension. He
wrote in Some Part of Myself about “the liveliest, wittiest, and most famous professor of
English in Columbia University, Brander Matthews.”> He taught two courses in
Shakespeare that Dobie took and, as a result, Dobie concluded that Matthews “had no
interest in the Ph.D. kind of learning.”® Matthew’s teaching style, according to Dobie’s
diary, was “hardly formal lectures” and Matthews was “a fertile teller of anecdotes.””

As an aspiring storyteller himself, it was little wonder that Dobie developed an affinity

for Matthews.

%0 J. Frank Dobie to Isabel Maltsberger (Gaddis), 20 May 1932, Bertha McKee Dobie
Collection, Southwestern University, Georgetown, Texas.

! Ibid.

92 J. E. Dobie to 1. Maltsberger (Gaddis), 4 June 1932, Bertha McKee Dobie Collection.
% Ibid.

* Ibid.

95 Dobie, Some Part of Myself, 189.

% Tbid.

77 Tbid, 190.
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For Dobie, Matthews was an oasis in an intellectual wasteland. Dobie’s opinion,
that a great number of students were pedants and the professors unconcerned for their
students, offered an explanation as to why Dobie ignored Southwestern President
Bishop’s advice “to carry on in the direction of a Ph.D. degree” and why it was lost on
Dobie that “[the doctorate] worked like a charm on most college presidents.”®® Dobie had
finally cemented what he did not appreciate: pretension or people who were inauthentic
and he was not going to endure it any longer.

Dobie’s Columbia diary has shed light on a pivotal period in this one-of-a-kind
Texas figure. Dobie was unsure about his life’s path when he left Columbia and New
York City. He had dabbled in possibilities even before he left Texas. He had been the
secretary to Southwestern University President Bishop; he had considered a life in
politics or law; he had taught in Alpine. Even though Bishop encouraged Dobie to earn a
Ph.D., Dobie continued to question his goals. The experiences in New York City and
Columbia University and his trips to New England and rural New York provoked a
visceral and passionate response. His reactions to people he met at this time formed the
young man’s opinions about the world around him. At the end of this period, Dobie was
finding his life’s preferences and what was important to him. The future for him would
offer many battles, but the course was beginning to settle in the life of an American

original.

%8C.W. Bishop to J. Frank Dobie, 7 February 1914, J. Frank Dobie Collection.



CHAPTER IIX

TRANSCRIPTION AND ANNOTATION
of J. Frank Dobie’s Columbia Diary: Preface

Some aids in reading the transcription are necessary. Brackets contain the
annotator’s additions. [P.B.] indicates the page breaks as they appear in the original diary.
Brackets are also used to correct minor spelling errors; however, in some cases the same
mistake in spelling is repeated as in the case of the actor E.H Sothern’s last name. Dobie’s
diary entries and his recount of his Columbia days in Some Part of Myself all contain the
spelling “Southern.” Dobie refers to Southern quite often but the correction occurs once in
a footnote.

A leaf or leaves means two sides of piece of paper. Page, however, means only
one side. In instances where there is no reference note to a name or place, I was unable to
locate clarifying or elaborating information. While the original manuscript, entitled
Columbia Diary, is available in the SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS COLLECTION at
Southwest Texas State University, San Marcos, Texas, I have provided selected
photocopies of entries from the diary as illustrative material in Appendix A. This
provides the reader with an opportunity to examine both Dobie’s handwriting and editing
by ripping that are found in the diary.

For a list of the collection at SWT see Appendix B. The collection was
processed according to archival protocol by Gwynned Cannan. She produced the Dobie
Finding Aid on the SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS COLLECTION website,
<http://www.library.swt.edu/swwc/archives/writers/dobie.html>. Mandy York added

items later to update the Aid in 2002.
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Annotation

Virginia starved! To refuse to eat
Where angels had wept over Tegea,'
to grow tired of wailing where
Poe had knelt!?

Braunmp [?] letters for sale!

Sat. night, May 10, 1913
Tonight I saw at the “Majestie” in Brooklyn

R.D. M* Lean® and William Faversham* in

! Tegea was an ancient and religious center in Greece that held the Temple of Athena-
Alea. Tegea was first recorded in Homer’s “Catalogue of Ships.” It was a vassal state under
Sparta until it joined the Arkadian League and later the Achaean League. Tegea lost its
political power during the Hellenistic period, but it remained as a city through the Roman
period and was destroyed by the Goths in 395, AD. Donald R. Keller, “Site Catalogue Name:
Tegea,” Perseus Digital Library, Department of Classics: Tufts University, 2002,
<http:/ /www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/siteindex?entry=Tegea> (20 April 2003).

2 Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was an American poet, critic and short story writer who
had a stormy personal life and died young. He was orphaned and his adoptive parents moved
him to England. He quarreled with his family and struck out on his own. He published his first
work in 1822. In 1836 he married his thirteen-year old cousin who died at 24. It was for her that
Poe wrote Annabel Lee. Carol Cohen, Ed. Benet’s Reader’s Encyclopedia, 3" ed., s.v. “Poe,”
(New York: Harper and Row, 1987).

R.D. McLean, RD (1859-1948), an actor of the heroic school, appeared with Marie
Prescott in Thalian Hall in A Winter’s Tale and Ingomar on March 12, 13, 1889, in Othello on
Jan. 6, 1890, and in A School for Scandal on Oct. 15 1901. Dobie spells McLean's name various
way in his diary. Isabel M. Williams,” R. D. McLean,” Celebrities and Theatrical Stars of
Thalian Hall, Vols. I-1V, Thalian Hall Commission, Wilmington, NC, 1974, 1990,
<http:/ /thalian.wilmington.org/wcelebs.html> (23 April 2003).

4 William Faversham (1868-1940) was born in London, but he spent much of his time in
the United States, debuting in New York in 1887 after his first stage appearance in London in
1885. On February 9, 1914, William Faversham produced Othello at New York's Lyric Theatre;
he played Iago and R. D. MacLean took the part of Othello. Glenn Loney, Twentieth-Century
Theatre, 2 volumes, (New York: Facts on File, 1983), 72. Harry Rusche,” William Faversham,”
Shakespeare and the Players, Emory University website. 2003, <
http:/ /www.shakespeare.cc.emory.edu/bibliography.cfm > (20 April 2003).
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“Julius Caesar.”® Mac Lean played Brutus
grandly but not so well as I saw him play
“Othello”® with Hanford as “Iago™ in San
Antonio early last fall. I hope a piece of

3 William Shakespeare (1564~ 1616) was known as Renaissance England’s most
important playwright. Around 1590, he left his family behind and traveled to London to work
as an actor and playwright. Public and critical acclaim quickly followed, and Shakespeare
eventually became the most popular playwright in England and part owner of the Globe
Theater. His career bridged the reigns of Elizabeth I (ruled 1558-1603) and James I (ruled
1603-1625); he was a favorite of both monarchs. “Indeed, King James paid Shakespeare's
theater company the greatest possible compliment by endowing its members with the status of
king's players. At the time of Shakespeare's death, such luminaries as Ben Jonson hailed him
as the apogee of Renaissance theater.”

“Julius Caesar, first performed in 1599, takes place in ancient Rome in 44 B.C., when
Rome was the center of an empire stretching from Britain to North Africa and from Persia to
Spain. “Yet even as the empire grew stronger, so, too, did the force of the dangers threatening
its existence: Rome suffered from constant infighting between ambitious military leaders and
the far weaker senators to whom they supposedly owed allegiance. A succession of men aspired
to become the absolute ruler of Rome, but only Julius Caesar seemed likely to achieve this
status. Those citizens who favored more democratic rule feared that Caesar's power would lead
to the enslavement of Roman citizens by one of their own. Therefore, a group of conspirators
came together and assassinated Caesar. The assassination, however, failed to put an end to the
power struggles dividing the empire, and civil war erupted shortly thereafter. The plot of
Shakespeare's play includes the events leading up to the assassination of Caesar as well as
much of the subsequent war, in which the deaths of the leading conspirators constituted a sort
of revenge for the assassination.”

“Shakespeare's contemporaries, well versed in ancient Greek and Roman history,
would very likely have detected parallels between Julius Caesar's portrayal of the shift from
republican to imperial Rome and the Elizabethan era's trend toward consolidated monarchal
power. In 1599, when the play was first performed, Queen Elizabeth I had sat on the throne for
nearly forty years, enlarging her power at the expense of the aristocracy and the House of
Commons.” “Julius Caesar,” Spark Notes: Barnes and Noble, 2003,
<http:/ /www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/juliuscaesar/context.html> (4 July 2003).

% Othello, the Moor, a tragedy by William Shakespeare, was first staged about 1604.
One of General Othello’s famous quotes, after being betrayed by his ensign, and having killed
his wife Desdemona, was: “lov’d not wisely but too well.” Othello then committed suicide.
(Cohen, Benet’s, 725.)

7 Shakespeare’s character Iago was considered stereotypically malevolent,
manipulative and evil. As philosophers and political scientists would recognize what is meant
by Machiavellian (The Prince by Nicolo Machiavelli 1469-1527), so would those familiar with
literature know what would be meant by referring to someone as being like Iago.
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business for the quarrel scene with regard to
Cassius® that I should like to see used. [P.B.]

Friday night, June 13, 1913
This was the first night on the water
but I slept some. How good it was to feel
New York receding, to feel the sea air in the
heart, to be on the way to the unknown
again. The moon was in the mists I awoke
in Providence.

Sat. night, June 14, 1913

I had no idea that New England was
so beautiful, that Providence was so homey
and quaint, that my kin would be so dear.’
In the morning we rode over the town and |
feel in love with streets of trees and homes,
the streets of Hope and Benefit and
Friendship and Benevolence.

In the afternoon we went by Fall
River—a dirty factory town—to [P.B.]
Newport'® and after eating supper on a

$In Othello, Act II Scene iii, Artemidorus reads: “Caesar, beware of Brutus , take heed
of Cassius.” In Act IV Scene iii Brutus says to Cassiius: “Remember March, the ides of March.”
This line refers to the murder of Caesar. Brutus and Cassius then quarrel. Cassius says: “Brutus,
bay not me.” The two men continue their “quarrel.” William Shakespeare, “Julius Caesar,” The
Literature Network, Jallic, LLC, n.d. <http://www.online-
literature.com/shakespeare/julius_caesar/14/> (2 July 2003).

® Mr. Dick Holland, the former head of Special Collections at Southwest Texas State
University, also gave information about relatives in the Northeast gathered from Dudley
Dobie Jr., a cousin and family genealogist. Dudley indicated he knew of no relatives on the East
Coast. He also said J. F. D. had a tendency to use the word “cousin” and “Aim Folk” as terms of
endearment when addressing close friends.

1 Fall River lies on the border between Massachusetts and Rhode Island. To this day
there is a Falls River in Mass and in Rhode Island. “A boundary dispute in the 19* century made
it so. Both are seacoast towns.

Newport, Rhode Island, founded in 1659, is on an island called Rhode Island, possibly
named for the Greek island of Rhodes because of the state’s shape. The religious squabbles in
the Massachusetts Bay Colony forced some colonists to this area.
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rocky point where the sea lashed the crags
in white fury and plucking a wild daisy and
my first clover, we came home in the dark
night. At Newport, I saw the “Old Mill” of
the “Skeleton in Armor.”"! The palaces
there looked lovely and one away out on a
point like some old fortress—landspace
gardening a perfect art. I like my “aim
folk,” especially Gertrude and cousin Susie.

Sunday night, June 15, 1913

Clergyman Roger Williams, who had been banished from the colony of Massachusetts
by the English in 1776, founded Providence in 1636. Rhode Island became one of the Thirteen
Colonies to renounce its allegiance to Great Britain. An abundance of water power led to the
rapid development of manufacturing. Rhode Island's political and economic life was dominated
by mill-owners until well into the 20th century, when competition from the South resulted in a
continuing decline in the state's textile industry. An international steamship company, the
Fabre Line out of Marseilles, France, chose Providence as its American terminus in 1911.” Dobie
refers to trips on the steamships. “Rhode Island History Chapter 7: Boom, Bust and War, 1900-
1945,” Rhode Island State Assembly Teacher/Student Guide, n.d.
<http:/ /www. rilin.state.ri.us/studteaguide/RhodelslandHistory/chapt7 html> (21 April
2003).

! The skeleton in the armor referred to Longfellow’s Norse Ballad as a reference to a
skeleton presumably found with armor near the Old-Stone Mill, or round tower at Newport,
Rhode Island, which the Danes claimed as theirs. “Fact & Fancy about the Old Stone Mill,"
Newport Herald, Newport, Rhode Island: Redwood Library and Athenaeum, 29 March 1899,
<http:/ /www.redwoodlibrary.org/tower/millmenu.htm> (24 April 2003).

“ Probably the best account now extant of the finding of the skeleton, and a description
of its appearance at the time, was written by Dr. Phineas W. Leland in the records of the old
Fall River Athenaeum soon after the fire of 1843, and is as follows:

Among the curiosities of peculiar interest (in the cabinets of the Fall River Athenaeum)
was the entire skeleton of a man. The skeleton was found near the surface in a sitting posture,
the leg bones doubled upon the thighbones, and the thighs brought up nearly parallel with the
body. It was quite perfect, and stood remarkably well the test of exposure. Covering the sternum
was a friangular plate of brass somewhat corroded by time, and around the body was a broad
belt made of small brass tubes four or five inches in length about the size of a pipestem placed
parallel and close to each other. Arrowheads made of copper or brass were also found in the
grave with the skeleton. That these were the remains of an Indian seemed to be very generally
conceded. Whoever he was, peace be to his ashes.”

“Speak I speak I thou fearful guest! Who, with thy hollow breast Still in rude armor
drest, Comest to daunt me! Wrapt not in Eastern balms, But with thy flesh less palms stretched
as if seeking alms, Why dost thou haunt me?" Longfellow wrote " The Skeleton in Armor," to
commemorate the curious and mysterious remains that were found in Fall River in the year
1832, and destroyed in the great fire of 1843.“The History of Bristol County, 1933,” Fall River
Police Department, n.d. <http://www.frpd.org/historical/skeleton.htm> (30 June 2003).
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Went to a perfunctory church service,
where the minister spoke like one of
Shaw’s'? would speak, in a dying tone.
Knew I was in New England.” [P.B.]

In the afternoon listened to Gertrude
sing sweet old songs of the long ago.
Walked at evening-time down by the bay.

Monday night, June 16, 1913

Fooled around, read some guide
books in the library, and at night went to
see Ringland Bros. Circus." Very hot and
dirty.

Tuesday night, June 17, 1913

Am spending night at Cousin
Albert’s. After supper we rode out
on [Dobie’s omission] neck.” Sea
grand.

12 Dobie may have been referring to George Bernard Shaw who said: “You have men
who imagine themselves [sic] to be ministers of religion openly declaring that when they pass
through the streets they have to keep out in the wheeled traffic to avoid the temptations of
the pavement. You have them organizing hunts of the women who tempt them—poor creatures
whom no artist would touch without a shudder—and wildly clamoring for more clothes to
disguise and conceal the body, and for the abolition of pictures, statues, theatres, and pretty
colors. And incredible as it seems, these unhappy lunatics are left at large, unrebuked, even
admired and revered, whilst artists have to struggle for toleration.” “G. Bernard Shaw, “Art
Teaching,” A Treatise on Parents and Children. Ken Roberts, Great Books Index Gutenberg at
Mlinois, 1997-1999, <http://books.mirror.org/gb.shaw . html#parentsandchildren> (24 April
2003).

13 One assumes Dobie was suggesting or hinting at that trait of New England
“reticence,” or uncommunicativeness, that was presumably part of “common knowledge” about
New Englanders.

" The diary reads Ringland. Dobie must have seen the Ringling Brothers Circus. The

Ringling Brothers Barnum and Bailey's Circus was one of the most famous in history. Its history

ranged for 133 years and its artifacts are currently exhibited in a museum in Sarasota, Florida.
“Museum of the Circus,” The John and Mabel Ringling Museum of Art: Circus Museum, 2002,
<http: http://www.ringling.org/pages/a_main_frame.html> (23 April 003).

15 “We have a map of Newport with a date of 1918 and it shows 2 “necks.” One is called
Cherry Neck and the other is Price's Neck. Sandra Allan, “Re: Question about Newport.” 20
July 2003, Newport Public Library Reference Department. Personal e-mail, (20 July 2003).
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Wednesday night, June 18, 1913

Spent the day with Aunt Mary.
Visited Old Atenean,'® where I saw a
portrait of Sarah Helen Whitman'” and a
miniature of the Hours by E. Green
[P.B.] Malbone'®*—exquisite. In this
place Poe visited Mrs. Whitman and
there is preserved an old magazine in
which he signed his name to
“Ulalume.”” “Maryann Brown

16 The word “athenaeum” was a common museum name used in nineteenth century to
honor Athena, Greek goddess of wisdom.

17 Sarah Helen Whitman (1803-1879) was a poet from Providence, Rhode Island, and
was betrothed to Edgar Allen Poe (1809-1849), the famous Gothic writer and poet. She defended
Poe from his detractors who were appalled by his drug addictions. Jessie B. Rittenhouse, Ed.,
“To Edgar Allan Poe," The Little Book of American Poets: 1787-1900, (Cambridge: Riverside
Press, 1915), Poetry Archive.com, 2002, <http://www.poetry-
archive.com/w/whitman_sarah_helen.html>1 (24 April 2003).

TO EDGAR ALLAN POE by: Sarah Helen Whitman (1803-1878)

For thy sad heart, pining for human love,

In its earth solitude grew dark with fear,

Lest the high Sun of Heaven itself should prove
Powerless to save from that phantasmal sphere
Wherein thy spirit wandered, —if the flowers
That pressed around thy feet, seemed but to bloom
In lone Gethsemanes, through starless hours,
When all who loved had left thee to thy doom, -
Oh, yet believe that in that hollow vale

Where thy soul lingers, waiting to attain

So much of Heaven's sweet grace as shall avail
To lift its burden of remorseful pain,

My soul shall meet thee, and its Heaven forego
Till God's great love, on both, one hope, one Heaven bestow

18 Edward Greene Malbone (1777 -1807) was a well-known American portrait artist.

PuUlalume” was a darkly romantic poem by Edgar Allen Poe that described the
passion of ideal love and compared it with possible sinister aspects of the lure of the planets
and the stars.
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Memorial”® is unique, eccentric place
erected by her husband. Has a grand
picture of the Partition of Poland.*!

Thursday night, June 19, 1913
This afternoon we went to Plymouth.
Pilgrim Fathers Monument (designed by
Hammett Billings?) is grand. Fonen® is
still quaint and the ride was like wine in
sweet company.

20 Annmary Brown (1837-1903) was the granddaughter of Nicholas Brown for whom
Brown University was named. Her husband Rush Hawkins, a great collector of books and art
that represented the various painting schools of Europe, built a memorial to her after she died
of pneumonia. He was concerned that (at that time) Americans had no “aesthetic” collections of
its own and he wanted to educate American society. Hawkins also had a collection of Civil
War memorabilia, a war in which he served. The General placed fresh flowers on his wife’s
grave every year on her birthday, and the library continues to do that today. There was a major
catalogue of the Hawkins collection published in 1913 and Dobie would have visited during
this historic event. The memorial and its collection had only been completed in 1907. “European
and American Art Collected by General Rush Christopher Hawkins for the Annmary Brown
Memorial About the Collection,” Brown University Library, 2001,
<http:/ /www.brown.edu/Facilities/University_Library> (25 April 2003).

2! French artist Alfred Plauzeau, (1875-1918) painted The “Partition of Poland”
collected by Annmary Brown'’s husband, General Hawkins. “In the left center of the painting is
‘Poland’, a woman stripped and bound hand and foot, lies fainting, her hands tied up above her
head to a wayside shrine. An eagle gripping her left arm is making to rend her, two others
approach from the left. A German soldier stands on guard behind her. To the right children are
borne away in Russian waggons, in a line reaching to the dark storm-obscured horizon. The
devouring eagle's pinion casts the shadow of a cross across the foreground. Signed ‘A. Plauzeau.
"An allegory of the fate of Poland- the ultimate annihilation of Poland as a unit.” The sentinel
in the background is on duty to prevent any intervention on behalf of the helpless woman.” C.H.
Collins Baker, “Paintings in Oil & Water Colours by Early & Modern Painters, Collected by
Rush C. Hawkins,” The 1913 Catalog: Preface and Introduction. (London: Medici Society Ltd.,
1913), <http://www .brown.edu/Facilities/University_Library/ (25 April 2003).

2 Hammett Billings (1818-1874) was a nineteenth century Bostonian illustrator and
sculptor, and was responsible for the Prince Albert memorial (husband of Queen Victoria (1819-
1901) in London and he illustrated works by Charles Dickens and for Uncle Tom’s Cabin. The
monument mentioned here, placed in 1889, was the National Monument to the Forefathers.
James W. Baker, “The Adventures of Plymouth Rock,” Plimoth Plantation 2001,
<http:/ /www.plimoth.org/Library/plymrock.html> (25 April 2003).

23 Fonen is a Massachusetts town north of Walpole, south and west of Boston.
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Friday night, June 19-20, 1913

Came by train to Boston this
morning. First visited old State
House*—not thrilling—Commons with
mediocre statues® and the [P.B.] New State
House a house apart a credit to politics.

Sat. night, June 21 1913

Came out to Cambridge® to room
with Milton Hill, eccentric half—genius.
Saw some old churches and the beautiful
Boston Library? today. In evening we
walked by Longfellow’s® home and the Mt.

24 #The OId State House, Boston’s oldest building, from whose balcony the Declaration
of Independence was read on July 18, 1776, sat at the corner of State and Washington, and was
built in 1713. The new State House was built in 1798 on top of Beacon Hill across from Boston
Common. This structure is still standing between Boston's Government Center and the Financial
District, and it can be seen on the Web at
<http:/ /nanosft.com/freedom/oldsthouse/index.shtml>" (10 June 2003).

General Reference, gref@pl.org, “NON RE: BPL Website - Question Submission /bjt,”
10 June 2003, Personal email (10 June 2003).

2 Today Dobie would be surprised at the variety and eccentricity of the statues in
Boston Common; however, in his day the statues were the usual, heroic, huge nineteenth
century models. The commons was founded in 1634 as a place for Bostonians to put livestock to
graze. Puritans used the Commons to hang Quakers and others who committed heresy.

2% Cambridge is the home to Harvard University.

27 “The Athenzeum’s five galleried floors overlook the peaceful Granary Burying
Ground, and as Gamaliel Bradford wrote: ‘it is safe to say that [no library] anywhere has more
an atmosphere of its own, that none is more conducive to intellectual aspiration and spiritual
peace’ (The Quick and the Dead, 1931).” The building was declared a National Historic
Landmark in 1966. “The Boston Athenaeum: The History of the Building,” Library of the
Boston Athenaeum, n.d. <http://www.bostonathenaeum.org/general.html#hist> (18 June
2003).

The Boston Library was first designed in 1847 with three floors, but when Dobie was in
there they were remodeling it and adding two more floors. The library sits on Beacon St. near
Boston Common.

28 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882), American poet, translator, and college

professor, was born in Portland Maine and died in Cambridge where he had taught at Harvard.

Longfellow graduated from Bowdoin College in Maine and traveled to Europe to learn about
language. He was known as an educator and he was a prolific poet (the first to use American
themes) and a linguist. He produced the series of native mythology: Evangeline, Hiawatha,
and The Courtship of Miles Standish. Roberto Rabe, “Henry Wadsworth Longfellow,” Auburn
University, n.d. <http://www.auburn.edu/~vestmon/longfellow_bio.html> (25 April 2003).
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Auburn Cemetery.” I wish I had come to
Harvard instead of Columbia—it is quiet
and peaceful.*

Sunday night, June 22, 1913

Went to the New South
(Congregational) Church®' and then Milton
and I went to Wellesley, a dream of fair

Longfellow’s thymes were well known and easy to use such as:
THE WRECK OF THE HESPERUS

It was the schooner Hesperus,

That sailed the wintry sea;

And the skipper had taken his little daughter,
To bear him company.

Blue were her eyes as the fairy-flax,

Her cheeks like the dawn of day,

And her bosom white as the hawthorn buds,
That ope in the month of May

2% Mt. Auburn, 1831, was the first rural cemetery style cemetery modeled after the
idyllic, late-eighteenth century landscape gardens of England. It is the resting place of some of
America’s most creative minds including: Longfellow, Oliver Wendell Holmes, and Mary Baker
Eddy, the founder of the Christian Science religion.

“History, Famous People,” Proprietors of the Cemetery of Mount Auburn, 2003,
<http://www.mountauburn.org/history.htm > (25 April 2003).

3% Dobie clearly indicated, for the first time, he liked New England better than New
York. The preceding description also seemed to indicate this preference.

3} It would be interesting to know if the Texas Methodist actually went to
Congregationalist service or just visited the historic church. The church, constructed in 1874-75
is located in Copley Square downtown Boston. A newspaper in Boston, the Boston Transcript,
described the New Old South Church as the “most beautiful basilica in North America.” It was
constructed in the Italian Gothic style and its interior contained Venetian mosaics and stained
glass windows, a major departure from the simple early New England churches. Carl Schultz,
Senior Minister, “A Brief History of the Old South Church,” The Old South Church, 2001,
<http:/ /www.oldsouth.org/History/history html>l (24 April 2003).
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women, Etonlian®* gardens, Venetian lake
and woods.*” I want Mattie to go there.*

Monday night, June 23, 1913

One of the best days of my life. I
went to Concord,>® where there is peace,
and the most secure nature in the world. I
saw the tombs of New England’s
greatest—Emerson,>® Thoreau, Alcott,

32 Dobie probably meant Etonian, a reference to England’s Eton School founded by Henry
VI in 1440 and located in London along the River Thames near the Royal Botanic Gardens.
Michelle Wilwerding and Patrick Kimmel. “Word Glossary in Arcadia by Thomas Stoppard,”
2001 Eden Prairie High School: Eden Prairie, Minnesota, 2001,
<http://198.174.26.66 /ephs/ ArcadiaWeb /Glossary/Glossary.html>1 (24 April 2003).

33 Venice, Italy, the reader presumes, which has a Grand Canal but not lakes or woods
of the New England type; Dobie had not been to Italy at this point.

34 Wellesley (chartered in 1870) was the famous women’s college in Boston
Massachusetts, and Mattie was Dobie’s sister.

33 Concord was famous for the battle with the British at Lexington and Concord during
the Revolutionary war and was also famous for its tranquillity that attracted
transcendentalists, Emerson and Thoreau, and attracted other literary figures of the nineteenth
century.

36 Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) was an American poet, essayist and philosopher
and was the son of a Boston minister. He attended Boston Latin School and then went to
“Cambridge” as they referred to Harvard. He dabbled at preaching, traveled the world, and
formed his transcendentalist faith while in England after the death of his wife. Famous for his
writings on nature and his essay on Self-Reliance, he formed a union in Concord with other
transcendentalists. Thomas Hampson. “I Hear America Singing: Profiles: Ralph Waldo
Emerson,” New York: WNET Thirteen TV Series, 1997,
<http://www.pbs.org/wnet/ihas/poet/emerson.html>l (17 June 2003).

Emerson was known as the “Sage of Concord” for his writings about Nature. His
philosophy that all are capable of discovering knowledge on their own was an important
concept in American culture. (Cohen, Benet’s, 300-1.)

Transcendentalism was a philosophy in reaction to “scientific rationalism and it relied
on intuition as the only way to comprehend reality in a world where every natural fact
embodies a spiritual truth.” Emerson wrote” the world globes itself in a drop of dew.” (Cohen,
Benet's, 991.)
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Hawthorne®” and I roamed through Walden
woods and by Walden Pond,*® where there
is a cairn®® marking the site of Thoreau’s
hut.*® T wish to God I had a hut there now.
Emerson’s house is white and roomy,
Hawthorne’s retired*! and beyond it is a
lone hill where H used to compose. The

37 Nathaniel Hawthorne, (1804-1864), an American novelist and short story writer,
was born in Salem, Massachusetts. Like Henry David Thoreau he became involved in the
Transcendentalist movement, but lost interest. His famous novel the House of the Seven Gables
was based in Salem and whose other famous novel The Scarlet Letter revealed the agony of
disobeying the Puritan mores of American society. D. Campbell, “Nathaniel Hawthorne,”
American Literature Sites, Foley Library Catalog, 4 February 2003,
<http:/ /www.bartleby.com/people/HawthornN.html> (24 April 2003). People.

Hawthorne’s family, an old New England family, participated in the Salem witch
hunts that embarrassed Nathaniel. He was, for a short time, a recluse while he wrote in Salem
and before he joined the Transcendentalists. (Cohen, Benet’s, 429.)

38 Henry David Thoreau (1817-1861) wrote in Walden Pond: “ At a certain season of our
life we are accustomed to consider every spot as the possible site of a house. I have thus
surveyed the country on every side within a dozen miles of where I live. I was seated by the
shore of a small pond, about a mile and a half south of the village of Concord and somewhat
higher than it, in the midst of an extensive wood between that town and Lincoln, and about two
miles south of that our only field known to fame, Concord Battle Ground; but I was so low in the
woods that the opposite shore, half a mile off, like the rest, covered with wood, was my most
distant horizon.” Henry David Thoreau, Walden Pond, Chapter 2, Nanosoft Website, 2002,
<http:/ /nanosft.com/walden/essays/wal2where.html>1 (24 April 2003).

Dobie almost became consumed with the environment where these great writers
worked. His wish, for a hut like Thoreau’s, showed his attachment to the Walden Pond
remoteness and the inspiration it held. Dobie’s writing about Thoreau’s fascination with nature
mirrored Dobie’s with Southwest geography and culture.

3 o .
% A cairn is a stone marker used as a memorial or landmark.

0 Thoreau said: “I am a mystic, a Transcendentalist, and a natural philosopher. I never
found the companion that was so companionable as solitude.” Mostly known for his writings on
Walden Pond, owned by his mentor Ralph Waldo Emerson, Thoreau was Harvard educated. He
mainly spent his life immersed in simplicity and nature. The body of his work came from the
journals he kept. Ironically, the Southwest and the Indian fascinated Thoreau as they did
Dobie. It has also been written that he was “a wild man, a faun as well as a man of literature.”
We read hints that Dobie thought in similar ways. Archibald MacMechan, (Ward, The
Cambridge History, s