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WHY IS5 THIS
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WHY IS5 THIS
IMPORTANT?







HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

Smilie, K. D. (2022). Sex, death, and alienation: the
burdened history of classroom pets in the

American curriculum.

Study notes the evolution of Human-
Animal Studies and Humane Education has

improved the roles of classroom pets.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Within our literature review is a thoroughly researched article by Smilie outlining classroom pets' emergence in American schools. 

This historical research is significant because it tracks the changing attitudes teachers and students have had toward keeping a classroom through modern times. 

Smilie's title indicates pets have been used to help teachers explain difficult subjects like sex education and death. Class pets have also been used to ease the isolation children might feel caused by urbanization, which was first noted in the early 1900s. So, from early on, class pets were used to address the social-emotional learning of students.  




https://www.waynebarry.com/2015/01/25/week-1-the-philosophy-vs-the-application-of-pedagogies/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

FOCUSING THE
LITERATURE

Human-Animal Studies (HAS)
Humane Education (HE)
Human-Animal Interactions (HAI)
Animal-Rearing Education (ARE)
Animal-Assisted Education (AAE)

Many studies about classroom interventions
with trained therapy animals

Dog-reading visitation programs

Therapy animals used in self-contained,

Special Education classrooms

&
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Smilie's study discusses HAS and HE, which are topics we found repeatedly when conducting our research. In fact, current research frequently frames any study of classroom pets either around Human-Animal Studies and Humane Education.

When looking for research about classroom pets, we found many interesting articles about animals used in schools, but much of the research was about specifically trained people and animals administering a targeted therapy. 

We needed to find a broader application of animals in classrooms – simply a teacher keeping an animal as a way to positively affect the classroom environment and behavior management. 





http://www.solvibrations.org/why-it-is-important-to-have-animals-around-your-kid/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

RESEARCH BY
GRADE LEVEL

Studies primarily focused on the
effects of class pets on Elementary

students.

1 study of Turkish secondary
students


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The majority of the research that fit our parameters of what defined a class pet focused on preschool and elementary students. 

We found one peer-reviewed article (Acarli & Acarli) about the effects of classroom pets on secondary students in Turkey. The study found classroom pets helped students maintain a positive attitude toward biology during their transition from primary to secondary school. 




RESEARCH
FINDING®S

All of the research we reviewed
indicated students respond positively
to a class pet:

* Improved academic performance
* Increased cognitive function
* Improved social interactions

* Improved student-well-being



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Overall, positive benefits were found in students whose teachers kept a classroom pet. 

One study conducted a thorough overview of current knowledge and future direction in Human-Animal Interactions in school settings. These researchers found HAI has a positive effect on students, and noted there is a need for more rigorous research designs, standardization of practices, and identification of best practices and potential risks. 



(Gee, N. R., et al., (2017). Human–animal interaction research in school settings: Current knowledge and future directions. Aera Open, 3(3)) 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/73645804@N00/7170246723
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

GAP IN THE
LITERATURE

Research was lacking on the
effects of classroom pets on
secondary students.

While it could be assumed they
would also experience a positive
effect from a class pet, research
does not exist to support this.

N
A ‘

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Throughout our review of the literature, we found little information about the effects of class pets on secondary students. We used this opportunity to expand on the existing knowledge of class pets on high school students.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/all4ed/35694617273
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

METHODOLOGICAL
PREPARATION

DATA COLLECTION
TOOLS

Interview- We interviewed the
teachers of the classroom.

Survey- A survey was given out to
the students in the classroom to
have them voice out opinions
without feeling judged by the
researchers, since it remained
anonymous.



OBSERVATION PROTOCOL

- We examined participants’ behaviors, whether
they interact with others more, smile, show

positive emotions







Ms. MERREL'S
BIOMEDICAL
SCIENCE CLASS
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« Students taped Post-It note to
tank, "Chleo is a Harry Styles

lover!"
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« Student photoshopped image of

Cleo around Harry Styles's
shoulders

« Cut-out of Harry Styles taped to
back of tank.



PRELIMINARY RESULTS -
QUALITATIVE

Expected: positive correlation between
elementary student behavior and the presence of

a classroom pet.

Interviews revealed the use of a class pet to

positively influence student behavior.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
o   Students earned the privilege of caring for and touching the pet when they exhibited good behavior.
o   Ms. Castro even used the hamster as both a pre-corrective and de-escalation tool with one student.



Concrete connection to two content areas: science and graphic
design

Overall, students on all levels benefited behaviorally and
emotionally from having a class pet

Teachers used the pet to teach skills like animal care and
responsibilities.

Offered a tangible way to teach these skills and occasionally
academic lessons that incorporated the pet.

Provided SEL qualities, such as:

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

* giving some students something to care about outside of
themselves

» giving students another reason to attend class
* giving students a common interest to discuss

* giving students a creative outlet.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Based on this feedback, we suggest teachers consider the pros and cons of having a class pet, and the risk factors involved with certain types of class pets and how to mitigate those.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/73645804@N00/7170246723
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Engagement was similar across grade levels in the high

schools.

QUANTITATIVE l Expected to see a positive correlation between the

students initiating themselves with the classroom pet

and their emotions.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The only unexpected finding was that the majority of students did not feel the need to lend a helping hand to their classmates after taking care of the class pet.



Initially we thought that having a classroom pet in the room might be a distraction to the
younger students, but more than 56.1% of them felt more motivated to do their homework

while in that setting.

Survey participants said that 80.7% of the time they were able to fully pay attention to the
lesson.

Any grade level will initiate engagement with a classroom pet since it is an addition to the
usual classroom environment and allows the mind some time away from the curriculum.

Overall, of those students who interacted with the classroom pet, the effects were recorded
to be more positive and some neutral compared to no negative outcomes at all.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Results indicated that 68.7% of students want to get another class pet.
Some categories yielded more neutral results. For instance, students wanting to participate more in class after holding the class pet resulted in 53.4%,
o    it didn’t seem to affect the students’ decision making after holding the pet at 43.1%,
o   and it didn’t seem to affect how much they spoke to their peers (46.6% neutral), or them being on their best behavior (43.1%).
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our contribution to the current research is just a drop in the bucket:)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Water_drop_001.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

OUR CONTRIBUTION

TO CURRENT RESEARCH TO SOCIETY
Our study shows high school students + Qur findings indicate high school
benefit from having a classroom pet students are affected positively by a

Teachers can benefit from having a class pet.

pettoo

Our research supported the findings
about elementary students

We found several issues that need to
be addressed with class pets

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under
CC BY-NC-ND.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
High School students benefit from having a class pet – not just elementary students. 

Teachers benefit too:  Ms. Merrell was able to build relationships with students, manage student behavior, and actively engage students in learning through her classroom pet, Cleo.

To Society:
High school students are struggling with mental health issues, perhaps more than ever before. It seems worth investigating further if something as simple as the addition of a class pet can help adolescents' well-beings. 





https://www.flickr.com/photos/life_is_good_pete/4006666533/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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