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A STUDY OF THE CON'TENT OF REGENT PRIMARY READING MA'rERI ALS 

SUITABLE FOR USE IN DEVELOPING ATTITUDES AND 

CHARACTER TRAITS 

CHAPTER I 

I N'J.lRODUC'TION 

1 . Approach to the Problem 

If teachers generally are to believe , as does Court1.s , 

that "the ba ie element in democr cy is faith in the power 

of human p rsonalities to improve the selves if given the 
1 

chance," they must strive to understand the nature of the 

persona lity and character of the individuals who make up, 

society ; they must discover the factors which enter into 

the development of persona lity and the for.ma.tion of a tti

tudes and character; and they must explore the materials 

available and appropri te f -or use in acc omplishing the 

growth of the individuals . 

2 . Statement of the Problem 

I n studying the content of recent primary reading 

materials suitable for use in developing attitudes and 

1 . Gourtis ~ s . ., nof the Children, by the Children,. 
for the Children, " Childhood Education, Volume XIV, No . 3 1 
{November , 1937) , p . l02 . 



character traits , three aims have been kept in mind:, 

( l } To discover the generally accepted viewpoint 

concerning the nature o.f attitudes and cha.ra.o ... 

ter traits ,. and the principl es of their for 

mation. 

{2 ) To determine the place of children1 s liter

ature in the process of character development .• 

(3) To examine recent reading materials with 

regard to their suitability for use in 

developing desirable attitudes and character 

traits in young children. 

3 . Value of the Problem 

2 

Character building is not a. new undertaking . It has 

held an important place in the affairs of men .since the 

beginning of human history . he need for it has ever been 

with us . May
2 remi nds us that the first human family was 

fifty per cent delinquent . 

Theodore Roosevelt once said, "Character is in the 

long run the decisive factor in the life of individuals 

and nations . n The importance of character and character 

development is further emphasized by Francis Roy Copper 

2 . May, Mark ., tt-what is Character Education?u The 
Parent • s Magazine ., Vol . XII , No . 4 , ( April, 1937 ), p . ·'?rr'; 
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h en h s id, 

Character is really ara.mount to e -errthi ng 
else , .for without it , increasing one ts 
power ma5 simply increase h i anger to 
society. 

From the ear11 -st times it has been tha concern of 

parents -- in varying degrees ., to be sure __ , to have the ir 

children develop an ag regate of virtues that has been 

commonly called character . In more recent times , however, 

the schools have ta en over to an azing extent the pl a ce 

the home for.oerly hel d . rfuether or not the school v1ant to 

accept the t a sk of developing at titude and char acter traits 

is not their choice . As Neuman expressvs it ,. 

The :t ct is th£ t ,whether or not v e c l re to
"teach morals , tt the need is thrust upon us 
by the circ stance that all the time cildren 
are already bing t ught , by one another and 
by gro irnups , deliberately or otherw se ••.• 
On every hand children r e being taught 
what it would be better for them not to 
learn . 4 

It has long been recognized that the American public scho,ol 

system has been developed, financed , · nd defended on the 

g ound that t h e intelligence and charact er of the common 

3 . Copper, Francis Roy, 0 A Study in Cb.aracter Build.
i ,n Education, Vol . 571 No . 5 , (January, 1937) , p . 298 . 

4 . Neuman, Henry, Lives !!!: the Making . ppleton,. New 
York, 1932 ,. P • 231 . 



eop e constitute the only pe1~nent ba is for good 

government and soc:a ,.rnlfare. Th importance of the 

development of attitudes in character building, and the 

responsibility of our schools in the task is expressed 

tersely by Prescott ,, when he says . 

• •• our schools must make the education.of the 
attitudes their primary concern. The· charact ·er 
o.f our children and their mental ea.1th depend 
upon th attitudes whie they hold. So do the· 
orderly evolution of our society a nd the v cy 
pr servation of' the democratic way of life in 
the wor a. . 5 

The task i s not an easy one . Som.e one has said that 

the child starts out upon is emotional development handi

capped by his parents . For many people , the attitudes of 

the fa ·1y as experienced by the child during in.fancy re-

main, in a large measure , permanent pa.rt of t he indi-

vidual ' s lif • The schools , then , me .. y .rell be commended 

when they exert such an influence over the child that his 

ttitudes result in the formation o:f character traits 

which stamp him as well • · ou.nded personality . 

• • • The value or t e indivi ual resides not 
in what he has ,. but in hath, i and d.oes . 

5 . Prescott , D niel ., ttThe Attitudes of Children 
th Primary Concern of Educators , " Vital Speeche~., Vol . IV, 
No . 20, {August, 1938), p . 628 . 

4 



Huraa.n v lue oes not reside in an easy 
life but in an aotive , assertive giving li.fe . 
It nee not come :frori r·ne and ex nsive 
education but from personality traits and 
habits which6the individual develops in 
earl y years . 

4 . Methods of Collecting and Present i1 De.ta 

In arriving at an un erstanding o~ the curr nt phi

los ophy conce!'~ni ng attitu ea and eha.r•aeter building and 

of the char cter lues of lit r tur k th views o:f ae-

k owledged 1 ade s in their fi e l ds of ndea.vo1,. were 

studied . he review of e l ted teri ls was limited, 

5 

with one o t m exceptions , to t_ eory nd findings publish

ed i thin th last ten or t ·ml ve years . 

The compil ion of the bibl · ography of p imary reading 

materi -1s ts de fte , n ex i tion of ma ny .fi.rst .• 

second:, and third grade readers of the st dy type ,, and 

numerous ~hildren 1 s books of the recreationa l type . Onl-y" 

the reading materials published since 1930 wer e considered •. 

The 1-aeaders 111 ere nalyzed ecording to individual 

stor a s which illu s t"at specific tt i t des or character 

traits. The other children' books were summarized briefly 

6 . Garrison, Sidney c •• 0 The Elementary School s a 
Civilizing _gency, 0 School and Society, Vol . 47,, No . 1208 , 
( Febr ary 19 , 1938) ~ p. 234-;--



and c l ass · i d " cord .. to the tr ts f'or ~ ie the i r s 

is app1 p1't te. 

Only t he stories m asu ing p tote standards for 

good 1iterature as se t up in Chapter III and 111 stra 1ng 

the att i tudes or char cter traits listed in Chapter IV 

have v n i_cluded . 

6 



CHAPTER II 

NATURE AND FORMATION OF ATTITUDES 

AND CH.R CT ,R TR ITS 

1. General Definitions 

The close relationship betvreen attitudes, character, 

and per onality make it difficult to define one except 

in t erms of the other . ttitudes are defined by 

H rtshorne1 a a flsetn or re diness to act . In describ

ing the r l ationship of ttitudes and personality , Plant 

ha thi to y • 

., • • ( a. personality ) is then some sort o.f 
structu e which arrives in the world - i n 
the making ,. I ha.s t he rive and basis 
to evelop into something which is its 
own and which seems to resist change . This 
structure meets , frequently and from a very 
arly age , certain reiterating problem and 

becau e t hese probl -ems are alway,s much the 
s ame , it begi ns to form stereotyped responses 
to the . These respon es gr dually become 
mor stereotyp d and can then ~e thought of 
as attitudes or mental habits . 

The role of attitudes in human behavior has been 

described aptly by Daniel A. Prescott as follows: 

1 . Hartshorne , Hugh, "Ho11 Can Ethical Attitudes Be 
Taugh~?" DeveloBjng Atti tude in Children, Proceedings of 
th [_d- ve s~ Co erence of tfieChlcago Associat ion f or 
Child Study and Parent Education, March, 1932,, University 
Press , Chicago , 1933 , p . 16 . 

2 . Plant , James s ., Person 
Pattern, The Commonwealth ~ 

7 
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7 , P• ss . 



(l) Attitudes direc t o:r ch nne l our be
havior ••• Our attitudes determine 
ho we look upon or evaluate our on 
behavior and that of others ••• 

( 2) ••• attitudes. underlie our· desires , 
shape our very goals of life for us . 
They su .,.,,ly - . dynami c or d1)ive which 
urges us on to a ction to achieve these 
desires and goals ••• 

( 3 ) ••• they constitute the organizing core 
or ce tral s t ucture bout which the 
whol e personality is built••• 

( 4 ) A fourth rol e of a ttitudes is social 
the re r y rese1~ation of our demo0racy 
as rell as the amelioration of our 
social robl e s , depends u on the 
att.itudes of our citizens . 

I n a study made by the American Co.uneil on Education 

rega d·ng the elat i on of emot i on t o the ducati.ve process~ 

the c ttee places great value upon at.titudes , thusly: 

tti -udes de ~:i.ne a1->eas of emotion li ty • • • It 
is throu h ou1~ att i tudes that situat ions have 

e nin· {a1e ev luated). Th..e s imulus value 
of ·n envi ~oning i tuat i on is s e ldom i nhe ent 
-n the Aituation i tself , th n . It i s to e 
found · t e relationship between th situation 

nd our basic needs_!.~ elat ionshiE is_ 
interpreted through our attitudes.4 

In de.fining character or explaining its nature it is 

3 . Prescott , Daniel •. , "The Attitudes of Children 
the Primary Concern of Educators ,." Vital S-Eee ches , Vol. IV, 
No . 20 , ( August 1 , 1938 ), PP • 625- a~S . · 

4 . American Counci l on Education, Emo ion and the 
due tive Proc e ss , Report of the Committee on the e

!ation of :Emotion to the Educa tive Process , Danie l A. 
Prescott , Ch irma.n, dashington ., D .• C. 1; 1938 ,. p . 190 . 

8 



also related to personality . 5 Vex.berg explains the "unity 

of p rs.onali t y" by stating that a chil 1· s behavior results 

from a connnon underlying principle that conditions his 

method of gaining his ends in a ll situations . He make•s 

no distinction between rvhat the ehild does and what he ---------
want.s ,!2. .....£ • He de.fines char cte as the noutloo 11 ich 

o n tes person 's beha ior . " 

h ese C· ivis1 n th lationa l Education 

f soci tion in ne fit ull tins n C 1a aoter Eduction 

p es n -s h e initions of cl r oter and p ,r o .. a li ty: 

onalitt may be defined as the composite 
of the inavidual's tendencies to behavior , 
i1cl in 1ental s ell s ph sical activ-

Y• • • Ch .acter , on t he other nd , usually 
pli s th eva fua tion of b ,havior tendencies 6 ith ref r nee to st n r d of right and wrong . 

In further dev l op ent o t ese ideas f character 

and pe son lity we .find th .. e expla a tions by Slavson: 

e .,s01 .... lity mer e s f om dev .lopm nt nd 
ex ression, vherea s character resu ts f rom 
cont ol an discipli ne , i.e ., training • -• 
Charaeter is the result of modification in 
the original personali ty to fit given con
ditions • • • Personality has to do with a.11 

xberg , Erwin a nd Fritsch., Henry E., our 
· · _ --~ ........ Norld, The D acmillan Compa'ny ~ New 

p 

6. National iducation Association, Research Division, 
uh Social an Psychological Background, " Education for 
Ch racter, Pa.rt I , Research Bu.11.etin of the National Edu
cation · ssoci ion~ Vol. XII , No . 2, ( rch, 1934), p . 49 . 

9 



of the tendencies , expressed and h idden ,, o.f 
both the body and of the mind; it involves 
little or noa a eness of its own stttes . 
Character , on the other hand , has t-0 do 
\11th controlled functioning a.ccor ing to a 
series of principles .

7 
It is acquired and 

isl rge ly conscious . 

2 . Factors in Development o.f ttitudes , 

Pers-ona li ty, and Character 

Studi-es by such outstanding investigators as 

Ha.rtshorne ~ _May, and Shut tleworth.,8 Allport , Forman,, 10 

11 12 
Jones , and Lasker suggest a. wide variety of in• 

fluencing factors. in the formation of' personality and 

8 . k .·· Shutt-leworth, 
F . K., 
mill n 

______ o ~~ ...... -~, The Mac-
P II . 

10 . Forman, Henry James , Our ovie Made Children, 
The M c 11 n Company, w Yori';-1933. 

11 . Jones , Vernon, Cha:eaeter and CitizenshiE Training 
in the Public School, Unlversity orchicago Press , 

ica'go , 1936 . 

12 . Lasker , Bruno , 
_olt and C _ ny , Pew Yo 

in Children, Henry 



character . Broadly, these J..actors may be class·1r•ied under 

t m types , erso a l a nd social . The p rsonal .factors in

clude general intelligence, emotion 1 condition, phys i cal 

condition, a nd nowledge or nder·standing,. They are not 

necessarily innate , how ver . The factors social in their 

influence inclu e the h me , he cmmnuni I rinds n 

comp nion , encie of comm ic ton tr v 1 , rec e-

t io 1 f cilities , n d e ligio nd ed cation 1 insti-

t tions . lt ough d fin ·te cone u ions a to th relat ve 

i1portance of the m n f ctors m ntioned a e not fina , a 

fe ~t ... en r 1 nd somewhat tentative conclusions stand out 

s i nif c nt .fore uc t ion, acc ording to the 

stu y ade b the ese re 

cation s~ociat ion: 

e National Edu-

First , c. r a cte s a produ c of n 
er t h n onl one or f i . T r 

the proporti n of t h e ctors t pos -
v y .~avorab to i c c Powth, 

the gre tr i th 1 1 od th h n 
1·11 develop into d e irable c "t izens . Second, 
although both he editary and nvironmental 
f ctors ar influ .ntial in person lit velop-
ment , environm nt s ems great ly to outw i gh 

eredity in determining specific modes of 1"'e 
sponse or c nduct . Ti d , o~ · e innumerable 
environmental forces playing upon the child 
the mot influenti 1 app ar to center in th~ e 
rel tively intimate ocial grcupings of the 
ho e , f .. l.l , fri...,nr' s , a n a s& oci -= tes,. lt i ,s 

pov si ble ,. of course, tha. t na tive tendencies . 
., p rti 11 res po . _ ible .for th s i .a •i ties 

in ch r c-c 11 
, on the members of ·soeial g oups ,, 

11 



but th evid nee indicates a strong social 
influence entirely apart from wha.tev15 
biologi cal factors may b operating . 

3 . Principles of Formation of Att i tudes 

and Character Trait 

The formi of attitudes and character traits fol lows 

the same pattern as the learni ng of facts or skills and 

employs the .fm1dam ntal l aws of learni ng ,. i. e •. , the l aw 

of Readiness , the law of Effect , and the l w of Practice . 

This involves teaching the chil d indi viduall y and along 

with others to practice fi th satisfa.et.ion in eaeh character 

situ tion that a.rises those responses which., if generalized 

and actie d univ rsall , woul d bet e e t e demands of 

the itu~tio for a ll conce ned . 

scott sys a.tt 

are _ormed into · ays: 

d s {and henc character traits ) 

n im ort ray of ch attitudes r form-
ed is b t_ cumulation f x erien ce whi.ch 
rad lly y ta 11ze and clar fy concepts, and 

consequently build attitudes by the proce s of 
int gration of s tion ••• 

But there is another ay in hich children 
form a tti tud ,s . 1~any ,. perhaps most ,, of o r 
ttitudes re adopted r ady- ma.de . h i . occurs 

i; en oung person. or ven an adult ,. psyoho-
l )iea.lly identifie.s him elf with some pe son 

12 

13 . ational Educa.t · on i\ s oc5. tio~ , esearch Bul etin, 
.£.E. . E.i ! . 1 p . 77 . 



whom he greatly loves , dmi res , or respects ••• 
" .. en this psychol ogica l i enti.fication occurs , 
the atti udes st ted or im 1 ed b the model 
are adopted by the child as his own and may 
be grea,tly strengt en d and deep ned by re 
peated contacts 11th th s person .. I n the 

me vay young peopl e tend to adopt as their 
own the dorain' nt a t t itudes of the roups to 
whi ch they be long or v · to be ong . 1,4 

13 

0 

In discussin the p r o~ i str cti n in t e · _mat ion 

15 attitud s and c a r ac t er t aits , Pet i~ s says t · t the 

so , ces f cha acter gro t personal 

perience , ad he oncl u s 

t t t_ e rovinc o tho sc ool · s p i mar · ly on or p o , 

vid i ng this icari ous experience . 

deve o i 

p ation of 

ttit des a d 

s onal and s o i ' l f etors in 

r a cter trait~ ay b expla in• 

ed 1 . the proc s ses 1 _ich t he Research Division of the 

Nationa d atio As ociat ion 1st in b 11 t n on 

Char ctr ,ducation: 

A. _______ s c ... · c h bits - .... The fr me 
vvor-r o char ctr con~ns t.> of rel ativ· ly 
s ecific s ituations • • • M n y ha.bits nd 
attitu es e dt_e l r ely to t o 1 
conditioning , th tis , to the association 
of emotion 1 reaction r · th ne ituat ion.s 

4 . rescott , Daniel • ~ ~ • cit ., p . 627 . 

· ct rs , Ch rle • , n.,.. ,e otenc of Instr ction 
cter ucation, n The Journa l of Educational 

, 'fol . 7, No . 4 , 715ecem'6er ,, , v3:5 J • pp. ~14- 224 . -----

4 59 



• • • The process- of emotional eondition
ing may be used to great advantage in 
the sehool, but oare must be taken to 
a.void u.ndesirabl conditioning . Thus , 
judicious prai.se may win . affection,. in
spire confidence ,, and stimulate e.ffort ,, 
whereas punishment may have the opposite 
effect • • • Ideas and purposes may also 
play an important part in habit f'or
mation • •• 

B. Generalizations and ideals -- Among the 
conditions essentia l to ef·fective general
izations are these: ( 1) sit.uations- in 
which it is desired that the same type of 
response be made must have a prepotent 
element in common; (2) the learner must 
begin with responses to specific situa tions , 
and proceed therefrom to the development of 
general principles; (3) the learner must 
have suf.ficient intelligence and experience 
to a.pprecia te the s 1~ · · lari ty of important 
elements in different situations which call 
for the same type of response; and (4) the 
learner must have a desire to genera lize 
from specific experiences ••. • generalizations 
••• become increasingly possible and 
important as the child ' s experience in
crease s ••• However , in spite of the problems 
involved , the ef fort to develop the child' s 
generalizing ability is likely to be more 
fruitfu l than a program which is limited to 
the teaching of specific habits alone ••• 

c. Learning thru direct experience and thru 
lan~uage - The objection to tfieuii"e "of 
ver~al precept has led some educators to 
the extreme vierpoint that an individual 
learns only by doing or by experiencing 
situations at first hand • • • This doe.s 
not mean, however , that children can learn 
nothing worthwhile tbru language • • • If 
language is well taught , if verbal dis
cussion leads to generalizations only thru 
adequate illustrations • • • the discussion 
of social and moral issues may serve as a 

14 



valuable supplement to first-hand 
experience in real 11.fe situations . 

D. Soci a l control vs . individual reflection 
and self direction - -~ •• • it I s ,clear 
tliat the pressure o·f g oup opinion and 
judgment will p rhaps i nevitably exert a 
pow rful influence upon the individua l ••• 
During the f' i1')st y ar of his 11.fe 
esp cially , ••• he should l earn to make 
responses promptly and surely, withou t 
undue vacilla tion or self.questioning. 
Before these responses have become too 
defini t e ly crysta llize d as habits ,. how•~ 
ever , the ohild may be led t :o consider 
t he reasons for them. He may be told .... 
t hat there are di.fferences of opinion. 
and that he Jill do well to begin think
ing a.bout the arguments on various sides 
of certain questions iith a view to 
modifying the eonduct he has l earned 1£ 
and when there seems to be adequate 
reason .for doing so . 16 

In their i mpat ience f'or results in character train

ing, it woul d be we ll fo·r parents nd te ehers to re 

member these words of Gwynne: 

Character 1s not manufactured along standard
ized lines like a box, but must grow like 
a t r ee throu ha lon process of germination 
and c u lture . 7 

15 

16. National Education Association, Research Bulletin,. 
~ . -~ ., PP • 78 -79 . 

17. Gwynne, P . H.,, Jr •• , nHow Personality Develops , " 
The Earnest N'orker , Vol . LXXI I , No . 1, (January, 1941) ~ 
P.3 . 



CHAPT R III 

THE PLACE OF LITERATURE IN DEVELOPING 

1 '11ITUD :)S 1. ND CHAP.ACTER TRAITS 

1., J udging the Worth of Literature 

Some one has said that literature to be g ood .for 

children must first be good literature. There may be 

some dif.fer nees of opinion as to the excellence of 

literary productions ,, but specialists in the field of 

measuring the worth of liter ature are abl e to make their 

judgments d th somethi ng of the npre cision of ine

ta.sters or r aters of the va le of dianionds . n I n the 

main, they gree upon the essential standards of good 

lit r ture . 

Edwin D. St rbuck and Fra K. Shuttleworth, to-

geth r rv ith st ff of cr itics working in cooper tion 

with the Institute of Socia l and Religious Research in 

N-ew Y rk City have listed eight standards for judgnient, 

of literary quality which s eem to appro eh all-inclu- · 

iven s ,_ at least so fr as the nature of this study 

is concerned . 

The first three of these s tanda.rds have to do with 

literary form and qua lity; the next three a re concerned 

rith educational fitness; and the last t wo points refer 
16 



more specifically to the sort of work literature shoul d 

do in chang ing the attitudes of children . These points 

or standards are described a s fo11o s: 

l . 

2 . 

6 . 

7 . 

Organi·c unitr ·• A mark -of exeellence 
in a pieee o literature is that it 
be unified •••. 

Risht craftma~ship •. .. With these ma
terials (diction, phrasing, sentence 
structure and rhythm_, paragraphing and 
the like~ as lrell as the mechanics of 
punctuation, grammar, and syntax) the 
discriminating workm.an 'ij eaves. the appro
priate des i gn which communicates accurate• 
ly, clearly,. and beautifully eve1 .. y deli-
cate nu nee of his thought and. feeling ••• 

Emotional tone • •• Thoe who burst the 
aoors oJ: our feelings use the warm and rich 
intimacy of lower sense imagery ( touch. , 
taste, smell , equilibrium, pain, temperature , 
etc.) and its connect d emotion patterns .• 

Effectiveness • • .. ood. literature • .•.• must 
appeal ·to tfie· basic interests, needs . 
and experiences of' humanity ••• 

Artistry in a The art ist in 
writing• lik e artist- t acher , has 
learne to feel Mith th child ., not for 
him • • • To be effective is usually to 
be non-didactic . 

Truthfulness . Literature should have 
res·pect f'or fact and truth • • • All one 
1~equir-e.s is that the characters and 
situations sh.all be tiue to human nature 
and to the world order . 

The refinement of the fundamental human 
at'E'i'.fuaes • • • Literature justif'ies ! ts 

7 



existence as it appeals ,either explicitly 
or implicitly to the fundamenta l human 
attitudes in their refined .forms (love , 
kindliness , courage , loyalty, joy in 
achievement , freedom,, imagination) • 

8 . Proper orientatiqn . Literatu~e subserves 
its highe € function when it portrays 
life in tru perspect ive. In the last 
analys is it helps in the adjustments of 
personality; it adds its share to the 
influences hich create an individual 
ho can move easily and familiarly in 

all spheres of valuable e.xperience . l 

These standards have been ept in mind in the classi

fication o reading materi ls for primary grade listed 

in Chapter IV . 

2 . Ch'racter V lues of Liter tu.re 

Since those early days when picture ~n ~i ting became 

man*s erfo ~t to preserve in tangible rorm thv signiri

cant experiences of his life , literature has served as 

a storehouse of p imitive d basal v rtues such as 

courage,. honor , chiva l ry, joy in lif , love ,, - d sym- , 

pathy . 

hat gre t l i terature viewed as rt is nearly co

incident with good literature for mor ls is aff i rmed by 

1 . St buck , Ed in D. ,. Sh ttle orth,_ Frank K •• and 
Others • • Guide to Literature for Character Tr inin~• 
Vol . I, F-iry Tale , 

1dyt , and Lege'na ~ Institute of Car~ 
aoter Research;--uriivers i ty<ir Io a ,. Done i n cooperation 
with the Institute of Soci al a nd Rel igious Research of 
New York City, The Mac ,llan Go ., New York , 1929 , pp . 
13 -18 . 
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2 
Starbuck . He continues: 

Art and morality are at one; r ·or both 
function in terms. of' self- realization, 
the othering of the self and the recent~r
ing of life in a world of ideal values . 

The character value of fiction is emphas i zed rhen he 

sta tes that 

Fiction appeals to human sympathy, and 
sympathy comes near being the soul and 
sub.stance of mora lity • • • The en tire 
persona lity shifts and drifts in the 
direction of its interests . An en
trancing bit of fiction , therefore , is 4 re - creating character at every instant . 

Sadie Goldsmith expresses a similar thought in these 

words: 

As an interpreter of life , literature has 
no peer . It reveals the aspirations and the 
aims of men and women, and depicts the con
sequences , both good and bad, of their actions 
and motives . It sets up guideposts to de
sirable conduct , stirs the imagination, widens 
the sympathies , stimulates thought , and pro
vides inte5esting and profitable vicarious ex
periences . 

2 . Starbuck , Edwin D., and Others , A Guide to Books 
for Char cter, Vol. II ,. Fiction, Institute of Cna.racter 
Research, University of Iowa , Done in Cooperation with the 
Institute of Social and Re ligious Research of New York 
City, The Macmillan Company , New York, 1930, p . 6 . 

3 . Ibid., P • 11 . 

4 . Ibid.• P• 12 . 

5 . Goldsmith, Sadie , "The Place of Literature in 
Ch racter Educa tion, " The l ementary Engl~sh Re view,, Vol. 
XVII , No . 5 , (May , 1940'T'; P• l76 . 
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Philomena. ynes states t he major aim of th liter

ature course as ttthe improvement of' conduct in human 

beings , " and ·continues , ·saying : 

Through literary samplings of life, the 
student develops certain attitudes which 
detel?lnine conduct patterns in the student ' 
own life • • • Because eha.racter is the 
capacity t .o feel and to act. toward a spe
cific situation, the student is being given 
a sugar-coated but effecti.ve eharacter edu-

- t" ·. ·. 6 ca - ion . 

In like manner ,. c. Alphonso Smith evalua tes liter-

ature as an agency for character building by saying: 

But great f''iction not only broadens our 
range or character interests , it directs 
our attention to the essentia ls of: charac
ter . As complex as ht:un.an nature 1s , the 
central fa.etors- are not many . Love , growth, 
honor . sympathy, idealism, faith , .fortitude ,. 
truth, tolerance , cooperation•• t hese are 
the fundamentals , and it is upon these or 
their opposites that the ma.s ters put the 
stress . Sometimes the-y take only one great 
trait and build the character on or around 
this , though usually they take more • • • Men 
do not di~.fer from one another so much in 
the possession of different qualities as in 
the re1a.tive aecent that they ~ut upon the 
quali tie.s they have in common. 

F . H. Law, in discussing the moral value o.f liter-

6 . Hynes , Philomena,, 11 Chara.cter Training Via Liter
ature , " The S~hool Executive Masazine ,. Vol . 54, No . 12, 
( ugust ,-nf:35) , PP • 370-371 . · 

7 . Smith> C. Alphonso , fua. t Rea.din! Can Do Fo:r !2!:, 
Doubleday, Page and Company, New York, 1 2-s;-p. lm:f; 
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ature , states emphatically: 

Without question, English (study of liter
ature ) pres.ents the greatest opportunity 
and the most steadily continuing time for 
instruction along the lines that lead te 
chara cter development and to an adoptio·n 8 or high principl es of conduct and thought . 

One of the foundation stones o:r a stable personality 

and a worthy character is the regard an individual has for 

ideals . C. Alphonso Smith expresses the importance of 

ideals in these words: 

It is not ideas that make a pople ' s ci vi
lization ., it is ideals. Ideas are what 
people think , ideals are what they strive 
for . n id-ea is a lad er on the ground ; 
and ideal is a 1 dder set up . 9 

In explaining the rol e of literature in setting up 

ideals , he continues: 

Literature can eep before you the vi ion 
of the i deal • • • henever a man catches 
up with his ideal , whenever he is com
pl etely satisf ed with hi ork , he is 
doomed . He cannot climb ·gher because 
he cannot imagine a height beyond that 
which he has already att ined . 10 

And again :. 
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8 . Law , F . H.~ 0 The Moral Value of Literature , 0 The 
English Journal, Vol . XXIX, o . 2 , .(Febru ry,, 1940) , p-:-!!17' . 

9 . Smith, C. Alphonso , ~ • cit ., p . 49 . 



But every masterpiece of literature , what
ever its theme , is rooted in an ideal, re
flects1f1 ideal ~ and thus illustrates ai-1 
ideal . 

In like manner Sadie Goldsmith says : 

One of the particul r excellencies of l i ter
ature as a contributor to character trai n
ing i ,s the unlimited f'ield it furnishes for 
directed thinking • • • Li terature can be 
made to hold ~~for e the s~ud nt the vision 
of the ideal . 

Literature is most effective in developing attitudes 

and character traits when it makes a strong emotional 

a ppeal . The fundamental urges or drives of human beings 

must be expressed ; they cannot be stifled . Fr nk Astor 13 

has said that human urges "can be valued friends or vicious 

ene es . tt The emotional needs of children most significant 

for the positive approach in the home and the school are 

l i sted by him as: the need ~or affection; the need for 

activity; the ne ed for achieve ent; the ne ed for status ; 

and t he need to ow up . 

Every student of literature recognizes the po er of 

litera t ur e to stir the emotions ,, and many dvise te chers 

11 . Ibid ., p . 40 . 

12 . Goldsmith, S die , o . cit ., P • 177 . 

13 . .A · tor , lir a nk , "motiona l Needs o.f Children,." 
Childhood -ducation , Vol. XIV, No . 7 , (M rch,, 1938) , 
P • 300 . 
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to make more .effective use o.f all available materials . 

F . H. Law, although speaking on the high school level,, 

makes this suggestion: 

The English teacher must greatly intens i:ry 
the appeal to emotion, und t . ough rousing 
sympathy we must ... purify the soul thr)ougb. 
pity and fear ••• Lyric poetry giv s oppor• 
tun1ty to s.timul ate the deeper feelings --
. specially nature poetry .14 

Philomena Hynes ,, in discussing character traini.ng 

through literature , has this to say1 

Facts rarely impel good conduct . It is the 
feelings of man v1hich direct his. judgment 
and his actions . hr•ough a development then 
of' true appreciations ,. goo:t conduct is pl aced 
at a premiun1 . The purpose of literature , 
the culti.vation of th emotions , is realized 
Because literature is the carrier of civili
zations , ·it gi es to th present

5
generation 

th conduct ideals of the race . 1 
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The plac o.f literature i cultivating the emotions is als.o, 

expressed in her statements: 

By living vicariously the life of another , 
the emotions common to us all re trained 
through worthy and idealis t i c activity ., •• 
It is the fie ld of' the literature teacher 
••• to train pupils to feel rightly , to 
be moved by th ideal rat her than by the 
base .16 

14 . Law , F . H. op . cit ., p . 119 . 

15 . Hynes , Philomena , o . cit ., P • 371 . 

16 . Ibid •• P • 3?0 . 



·To sum up th function of literature in the develop

ment of attitudes and c aracter traits ., these words of 

S.adie Goldsmith a~e p rtieularly apt.1 

The aims of character edueation, as they 
may be fulfille _ through the e of· g ood 
literature ~ m1,ght be enumerated as follo s: 

(1) to inspire the imagination nd enrich 
the emot·onal lite of the student; 

( 2 ) to help pupils see their own e-xpe·rienees 
in -'ch literature they read , and so 
learn to understand human nature a11d 
in time to gain a clearer percepti,on 
of themselves and their motives; 
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( 3) to develop h1.gh ideals of life and 
conduct by a.rousing admiration for 
the great personalities and noble 
characters o:r literature; and 

( 4 ) to inspire in students devotion to 
the political, social , and ethical 
principles upon v hich ou. country 
is founded . 

If the t a.cher vill help the pupil to see the 
points made in the tales of world literature 
from the s t ndpoint of his on life rather 
than abst actedly., the l essons literature 
has to te eh n ll b com more completely an 
integral part of th ohild ' s life . 17 

3 . The Teacher •s Part 

The danger in the use of literature is in making it 

th basis for "sermonizing . " The native instincts are on 

the whole fairly sound, and in tinctively children admire 

17 . Goldsmith~ S die , o • cit ., P • 178 . 



the nobl e and honest characters in books and despise the 

villains -• In a tactful way the teacher can make an 

application of admired forms o.f conduct to situation.s 

that a.rise in school or elsewhere in the lives o.f children 

without moralizing . 
18 

Ethel R. Taylor recommends giving children an 

abundance o.f literature that is not only beautiful , but 

truly enjoyable , i it is to have a desirable effect upon 

them. Primary children , she explains , are probably the 

best materie.l of all .from the standpoint of the teacher 

rho uses literature as a help in character education. 

But she warns that the teacher mu.st be careful not to try 

86 

to instill a mora l l esson unsuited to their age , interest , 

and a.bil1ty. If younger children are restless and in

attentive while the story is being read or told, the cause 

is more like ly to be found in the t eacher than in the 

children, for she h s probably not mad the proper selection 

of lit r tu.re . 

tfuere teachers read or tell tories to the children, 

instead of' the children doing the reading~ the teacher ' s 

18 . Tayl r, ·thel • , nBooks £or Character Educe. tion 
in the Primary Gr des , rr American CJ:1ildhood, Vol . 26 , No. 3 ,, 
( November , 1940 ), p . 43 . · · -
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voice quality, expression. enthusiasm - - in short , her own 

feelings - - ave a great deal to do , ith the ffectiveness 

of th use of that piec o..f literature in character devel op

ment. 

El ·sie Mae Go don ., he1~self lecturer and radio 

entert iner,, recognizes the tremendous 11a.lu of a pleas i ng 

voi ce, and she bas this to say concerning the voice of· the 

teacher: 

When _er voice and nner of xprossion in and 
of themselves please , interest and stimul ate 
the tudent , sh t.hen b comes a vita l foro-e 
in the lives of her s tudents ; something 
much great than a purveyor of kno l edge •. 19 

eca.us of the great emphasis on sil nt reading during 

the past t~enty yeas , nany te chers have not only lessened 

the oral reading of their pupils . but hav neglected the 

use of t he story hour for read ing aloud to them . rrhe 

te cher' s pa.rt in t h is 11 tel'. a ture experience is emphasized 
20 

by Ann 'I . ~· ton when she reminds us tha.t story telling 

is one of th oldest arts . She shors that the reading aloud 

o a > tcry carries both rea der and l .. s.tening ehil ren long 

19.. Gord n , 1 ie Mae , "The Voice of the Teacner, " 
Childhood Eo.ucat 'ion, Vol . 7 , No . 6, {February,. 1941) , p . 265 . 

20 . 
School , " 
pp . 405-4 

Eaton, nne T . ,, nsto1~ Hour in the El ementary 
hildhood due · tion, Vol . XV, No . 9 , {My, 1939 ), 
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in ea er e:r thusiasn1 to see what hap en next ,. and knits 

a group of ehil ren tog ther in s:yrapa.thy and under( .. t nding . 

In like mlnn 1~ , .}1a Hill Arbuthnot asserts the 'im

portanee of the t aacher• s voiee an.d e pres sion in these 

words: 

Th t eaohe1--, in order to inocul t-e her 
ehildi--ien vith the eont ion o:f fine 
lite ~atur ,, must becom an effective 
reader . She must be able to read 
jingles for she r fun. , lyrics or 
beauty, ballad,s for d1"~1 nd the 
Psalm· for refi eshment . 

But not only i the actual rea.di.ng presentation of 

literatv~e to c ~ldr n the m;as r e of the teacherta 

influence upon their att itudes . Ile r sine re enthusia.sm 

for the goodit the true , and 'he bea tiful , her sincerity 

in human re1a t · onshi ps ,; her spirit of playfulness is 1n

escap bly contagious , according to Hock tt and acobsen. 22 

If th teacher obviousl enjo s fine music , poetry, or 

prose , or any othe1~ art istic expression, the children 

i l l un er stand that to experience such enjoyment i .s good . 

ockett and Jacob en make these concluding statement • 

Children living with a t acher , hos, daily 
attitud is one of zest an interest .find 
that worki p tog ther is fun , and that 

21 . Arbuthnot ta.y Hill , H .na.t ., e ding Aloud 1" 
Chil dhood Eduq tion, Vol . XIV , No . 3 ~ ( l ovember , 1937 ), 
P • • 

22 . Hockett , John A.,. d Jacobsen~ E . l ., Modern 
Praetices in the El ement ary_ School, Gi nn and Company, 
Boston, l 93a , PP • 308-310. 
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purpo e :rul e :f. f'ort ma be pleas1..1rable 
and s a.tis£ying . This zeal Sb.o-uld be 
a quiet poised a tt tude su~gestin 
depth and perspe.cti ve; ne·ver a. 
restless , impatient drive • ♦. • 

Thus it i .s the persona lity of 
the teacher that se · the tone ~ 
determines the atmospher~ , and 
provides th€ most . signi f ieant 23 pattern .of life in the scnoolroom. 

23 . I b id. , . PP• 311-312 . 
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CHA TER I 

1 . Historical Bae ground 

In ma . ne a study of the histo y 0£ rica.n 

reading inst uction, r.il 1 B nton Sit found that 

re der r•e.flect the relig · ou , political , nd e c -

nomic institutions as well as the psychologies and 

p ·1osophies of e,,ucat·on of the time in rhieh they 

wer rllritten . 

The pion ,ers of America !"rnr e , in general ,. deeply 

religious , hence it is quite natural tha.t the in

structional materials of those early times ere perme

ate rith religious information. :1he ho n book was the 

.first instructional material sp,ci.fic lly ment·oned in 

Amer·c n records . It c ntained the a pha. et ' nd the 

Lord '' s Praye • and m s us }d for catechising in the 

church an for iving children their first re di in

struction in school . 

he earlie t pr· ers rere notably f 11 of religious 

1 . Smith, 1' ila B nt on• 
Silver Burdett nd Co pe.n , Ne 
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information. 2 McCabe tells us th t origin lly "a 

primer wa..s a book of p1,1vate devotions , cont ining , a s 

did the New England Primer, the 'Ien Commandments , the 

Lord 1's Prayer , Psal s ., and so forth . " Th Creed, rticles 

of faith, nd even parts of the horter Ct ch · sm vere in-

eluded i.11 the e rly spe llers nd re d rs , rer 

fables to t a.ch m r a l p1'lecept , pointing out moral 

implications . 

lso 

3 
Smith re l ate.s the history of r aders through five 

succeeding periods: the Period of Nationalistic

Moralistic :Emphasis ; the Era of Ge:rman- Pesta lozzian 

Principles; the Period of Emphas is upon eading a s a 

Cultural As s et ; the Period of Emphasis upon Rea.ding a.s 

a Utilitarian Asset; and the Period of Broadened 

Objeetives in Reading which includes the present time . 

During the Moralistic Period re ding materials 

took such forms s fables * proverbs ~ admonitions , and 

advice on good behavior and virtuousness . Noah Webster ' s 

f amous old Blue- back Speller held sway in classrooms 

du.ring this time . 

2 . McCabe , Martha R. ,. rt school Books of Yesterday and 
Today, " School Life , Vo l . 22, No . 4 , ( December , 1936 ). 
pp . 99 -101 . -

3 . S th,. Nil a Banton, ~ • cit . 

30 



Altho gh he h s been a ~te d ~ecline in moral • 

istic content of e ""i ~ng mrteri ls since the .o a.li tic 

Pe1-1iod of the early nineteenth centu y , investigations 

have shown a large content of mo"lal n conduct mate 1-

als. l obinson,
4 

.in ex ining 81 school e ers in use 

durin 1825 to 18'75 , found more than a thi d of' the con

tent devot d to el i gion, p triot.ism, morals and conduct ,. 

and tbrift ~- all of which we consider character content . 

However,. h foun, less h: n ten pe c nt o.f the content 

devot ,d to tL.ose same t·telds fro l 1915 to 192 • 

~ famous r.IcGu.ff y Serie f' r aders m the out-

standing ex•mple of re ng m0 t rial during 

of th nineteenth centur . p~o bl no oth 

great part 

ados h e 

ver achieve such populu it n r , eld d such a w·d 

"nflu nc . ed r pay._;, tribute to th seri s in t ese 

mr s: 

1, any a profou.n and la ting imp~ s " ion w s 
made upon the lives of children and youth 
by the rell- c..hosen el ction · of this so ies . 
and valuable lessons of industry , thrift , 
economy, in ess , generosity, honesty> 
eourage and duty found expression in the 
at i s of m llions of boy nd irls 
iho read an r -rea these ,ooks , to the 

Robin · n ,. R. • , "Tttvo C t l""J.e.J f C ange in the 
of School eaders, u Contributi.ons to F:ducatior1; of 

allege for Tea c ers , No . 5-g; 1930 , P • 3"1': 
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i nfl ence o 7h · c s c les ons , -,e. 
directly traceable . 5 

In e- sunn:nary ot: her study of f orty econd rade 

readers publi.shed f om 1857 to 1940 , H thcoek6: noted a 

steady decli. e in t 1 li r 1y type of 

materi a l,., and char".cter storie • Sh 

te ~ial,. nature 

OU d rapid in-

crease in r ealis t i c .factual 1 te ial -- from nine to 

.fifty-e .. g t pe cent . 'llhis is .x.pl ined by t he increase 

in the o i 1st di e t hee stories -- stories about 

transport tion, Eskimos ,. Indi ns , nd so .fo th. 

3 

Ru ,
7 

n h r subj ct index of more th n two hundred 

modern primary readers fins most of the material factual . 

She cl ssifie the cont nt un r subjects r n i from 

ACCID•NTS to ZOOS . She lits 28 re ders .hich h d some -
cha act r•b ilding content , but of the 19 tr its n med , 

6 1 s t h r atest umber of stories 1·st d. der any 

one trait . Evidentl y , the lfi e ran e of sub acts indexed 

ac ount .for t relatively s 11 portion of content 

or •s 
• 51. 
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indexed under CHARACTER-BUILDING and its component traits . 

The history of children' s literature shows. that 

not until the middle of the 18th century was it con• 

sidered worthy e·ffort on the part o.f any writer to pro

duce books especially .for children . And since all of 

the prominent writers of the peri.od were more or less di

rectly concerned with education., 1 t was na tura.1 that. those 

early books were essentially "didacticu in nature . Locke 

and Rousseau were the shining lights in educational 

theory and children' s. writers were greatly influenced by 

them as well as other philosophers of the time . Annie 

E. Moore . in writing of the history of' chil dren' s liter

ature speaks of those early writers , whose purpose was 

" to mold children from inf.a.ncy or to reform them l a.ter ,.1' 

in these words: 

Theirs was a literature created l a rge ly for 
teaching purposes and the most dominant 
principal of construction was tha t of con·
trast . F'aot and .fancy, utility and beauty, 
luxury and simpl.icity~ the real and the 
imaginary, reason and feeling ,, we re vie .red 
as oppos·ed to each other and there was an 
insistent demand in the stories for choice 
and decision on the part of the children . a 

8 . Moore , Annie E .,, Literature Old and New for 
Children, Houghton Mifflin Company,, Boston, l~.,p. 185 . 
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Practically all of the authors of this didactic period 

displayed the tmfortunate eff.ect that writing for some 

ult,erior purpos•e , such a s conveying information or 1m .. 

parting moral lessons , has upon literature . 

But in spite of' the faot that those early attempts 

fail dismally to me.a.sure up to our modern standards, 

54 

mu.eh good literature on the ehild level has been produced, 

the enduring qualities ot: which ean never be denied . From 

the point of view of artistic liter .ture , our ch ildren 

have a rich heritage of folk and fairy ta.las , of realistic 

and fanciful tales . and a e 1th of factual a nd informati.on

al mate·rial in narrative form . The recent trend is tow rd 

the realistic rathe·r th n the fanciful type in most 

recreational re•ading materials . 
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2. Cha.racte1,.-Gontent or Pr mary Readers 

In elassi:fying the character content of primary 

readers o.f the study type ~ the v.rriter examined .54 readers 

published within the decade , 19·30-1940 . They ranged from 

pre-primers to third readers . 

The stories were examined sepa rately and elas·sified 

aecox•ding to the attitude or character trait :for which 

their use would be most appropriate . In a few instances , 

an entire reader ·exemplifies a trait , and has be en classi

fied as a unit .. In other instances where a group of 

several stories belong together , they have· been listed 

as a. unit . 

Because of the more recent trend of educational 

theory to regard every part of the school experience as 

having a bearing upon atti·tude and character development 

of th child, this classification of reading content may 

s eem exc ptionally broad . But the stories have been 

included because they either deal ith actual experiences 

of children themselves , or have strong emotional qualities 

that will enable children to experience vicariously the, 

attitudes desired . 

A complete list o.f readers examined is found at the 



end o.f the study. The number used t th end o:r each 

reference shows the appropriate grade pl cement : P-P, 

pre-primer; 

third grade . 

, first grade ; 2. second grade; and 3 1 

AFFECTION (love, devot,ion ) 

At ~ and Playl· PP • 12- 30 l 

Da.y 'In ~ Daz Out , PP • 94-110 P-P - 1 

Round About You _, PP• 130 -1.38 2 

r:tlI QNS ( animal s ) 

At rork and PlaY;, PP • 1- 10 1 
34 ... 40 

Bob and Babz Pony, pp . 2- 32 P-,P --
Bob and Judy _, PP• 53- 78 1 

CitY; Friends , PP • 29 - 43 3 

Daz I n ~ Da:y: ~• pp . 66• 67 1 
112-132 

no,vn our Street• pp . 38- 98 l -
Down the River Rod, PP • 18- 44 2 -- ' -
,!n City~ Countrz,. PP • 155-174 1 - 2 

Interesting Things to Know , PP • 7- 42 3 - . 132- 152 

i2•Boz, PP• 63- 75 P-P - 1 
91-101 

~ Friends" PP • 89 - 93 2 
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ew Stories an~ Old, 

~ Pet.s , 

~ .~ Pl aY!f:::a t •es. ,_ 

Rides and Slides , -------
Round Abou·t , 

torz Pictures of Fa~m 
Animal s 

Tal es and Travels , 

we. Gr~ow !!£,: 

Ve Th.~ee and Scottie , - ·------

Wide rin~s_, 

Wonder World, The ,. 

PP • 

PP • 

pp .• 

pp . 

PP• 

PP • 

PP • 

PP• 

PP • 

PP• 

pp . 

PP • 

129-132 
135-168 

6-126 

21- 25 
44- 49 

121-131 

22- 32 

3- 14 
100-117 
136-154 

8 -155 

138-143 

3- 48 

19 - 85 

71-100 

84-124 

26- 30 
47- 55 
64- 68 
73 - 76 
80 - 84 

APPRECIATIONS (family, home ~ eommun ty ) 

David•s Friends At School , PP • 57- 89 - 95-139 

Da:y .!!l ~ Day Out_., PP• 78- 85 

Down Our Street , PP • 3- 36 

Elson Basic , Pre-Primer, PP • 1- 39 

3 

1 

1 

P-P 

l 

l 

2 

.2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

P-P 
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PP • 165-180 

f!?: the Cit .2 On the ~ , PP• 8- 81 
82- 125 

Jo-Boy,_ PP • 77- 89 

Peter ' s Family., 

Rides and Sli ea , 

PP • 5 - 39 
53 - 91 

pp . 10- 21 
37 - 47 

Stor Pictures or Clothing, 
elter, andTool _s, pp . 6 - 277 

APPRECI TIONS (nature ) 

Do m ~ Street, 

~njoyi n8 Our Land, 

Friendly Vi l lage , 

Jnterostin Things to~. 

Near· and 1ar , ---
our , ide, Wide 'lorl d , -----~ ---------

bout ,, 

Round bout~, 

Tales and Tra·v s . 

PP• 299 - 311 

PP• 100-136 

PP • 58 - 70 

PP • 170 -171 

PP • 229 -252 

PP • 148-174 
280 - 318 

PP • 5 - 300 

PP• 64- 76 
118-134 

PP • 186- 216 

pp . 19- 25 
41 - 50 

PP• 5- 170 

PP• 118-158 

2 

1 

1 

1 

p ... p 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 - 3 

3 

3 

3 

l 

2 

2 

1 

2 



Wheels ~ Wi DfiS , 

~ Wi!?f5S , 

~inter Cowes and Goes , 

Wonder World, The , 

APPRECI ATION~ {occupat ions) 

!! ~ ~ A" al. , 

Citx Friends , 

Down Our Street . 

Fae t ~ St ory Primer, 

I n Cit ~ Countr~[., 

Pe_ter t s FamilX, 

Stor Pictures of Our 
Neighbo _s,·· - -

Ta l es ~ Travels ,. 

We Grow .!lE, 

~, - eels and V ings ~ 

Wonder forld , The , 

PP• 

PP• 

pp. 

PP• 

pp ' 

PP• 

pp . 

pp. 

pp . 

pp. 

PP• 

PP• 

PP • 

PP• 

PP • 

PP• 

2 ... 32 

71-101 

168 - 209 

5-224 

229-237 

20 - 29 

87 -- 98 
134-149 
151-164 

138- 168 

37- 41 

63- 76 

40- 51 

9-191 

36- 39 

50- 86 
215 - 233 

103- 137 

157-162 
286~298 

APP CIATION ( othe lands and peoples) 

_Enjoying our Lane., 

!f. l vtfere Going, 

PP • 151-164 

PP • 1-331 

2 

1 

P-P 

-

2 

3 

3 

3 

l 

3 

1 

P- P 

-- 2 

l 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

9 



lli!! Stories~ Old , 

Round About You., 

!.E:.~.¥.E.~ 

COOP -t,R TION 

t Wor and Play ---- ·. ~ 

~~ Judy1 

t School ,. 

m j oying __! L nd , 

~~ Story Primer , 

Good - iends , 

L tts Take Turns , -
Pets and PlaY:!l;ates , 

COURAGE ( br avery, hero· sm) 

Ci tz riends ,. 

Her~. ~ , 

p => . 70-106 
108•- 126 
210 - 2 44 
246-278 

PP• 38- 48 
1 43 -172 

PP• 188-194 

pp . 10 -146 

PP• l 0 -196 

PP • 46- 82 
210 - 281 

p p ... , 60- 73 

PP• 92-112 

pp 5 - 39 

PP• 8- 13 
27- 32 

pp . 92- 99 

PP • 46- 53 

PP• 1 - 36 
55- 78 

PP• 29- 35 
50- 57 

pp . 111 112 

PP• 19- 28 
43 - 50 
59- 67 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

P-P 

1 

l 

1 

3 

3 
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New Stor i es and Ol d - ---- - _ , 

· ound About~* 

~ Gro JJR , 
Wheels and Wings , 

Vide Wings , 

CON'I'ENT mNr 

Fact ~ ~. ory Primer, 

Goo 

__.)! Fri nds ,. 

Round bout You# 

Wond r World_. .!h.,_~ 

COURTESY 

!2:..... n d _£, 

F ond r :vor)ld , L , 

DEPEN 

Citz Fri,n s , 

W r and Far , ............................. 

Round bout~; 

V\1heels and Wi~s , 

pp. 169 - 17'8 
220- 2 
233- 273 

PP • 25 - 29 

pp . 234- '1~ 3 

PP • 41- 4 

PP• 141 - 155 

pp 107-114 

PP • 1 47 15 

PP • 1- 7 

p . 224 - 229 

PP • 18 -186 

pp . 2 .,.._. 4 -270 

PP o 22 - 24 
43 - 4 

PP• 12- 27 

pp . 140 -146 

PP • 86 - 93 

PP • 188-191 

2 

2 

2 

3 

P- P 

l 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 
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FAIR-DEA . IJ!.(! ( ports,man..,hip ) 

En joyin~ ~ ~nd, 

Let• s Take Turns ,. 

FRI ENDLI NESS 

Bob and Judz, 

Dal ,I.n: ~nd Dail: ~• 

Down~ Ri.ver. Road, 

Friendl ,Yillag~_,. 

Good Friends , ~..-..----· 
Le t t s r1 ake Turns , 

Ne ar and Far, 
: . ', ............. ~ 

Bound . bout , 

pp . 1- '7' 
14 - 20 
21- 26 
3,, ... 37 
38- 4 
82- 96 

PP• 37- 42 
43- 54 

11 •116 

PP• 135- 150 

PP• 36- 42 

pp . 12- 17 
53- 58 
6 - 86 

pp. 125-140 

PP • 7 - 35 

pp. 99 -104 
105-110 

PP • 227-231 

pp. 48 .. 53 

PP • 3 ...., 17 

GENE O ITY ( haring, unsel.fi hness) 

D v In and Da Out . ~-- . _ , 
Here anq. There, 

In r .~ting Th1!1$S ~ ~ ., 

Let• s Take Turns , 

PP• 

PP• 

PP• 

PP• 

86- 92 

7- 17 
18 - 25 

186-194 

79- 98 

2 

1 

l 

1 

2 

3 

l 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

P-P 

3 

1 
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Ne,·r ~ Fa r t 

Round bout , 

Round About You, 

GRATITUDE 

HEALTI - · INDEDNE 8 

In Cit and cou.nt,ry , .. 

M Health Habits_, 

Sto 

HELPFULN { S (ser ice) 

D vid•s Fri nds ~ School , 

pp. 232-24 

pp. 181-201 

pp . 37- 44 

P• 9 1 
110-118 

PP• 147 .... 1 3 

PP• 126-1 0 

pp . 

PP• 

PP • 

3-160 

2- 39 

3-165 

PP • 43- 59 

pp . 11-1 2 

pp. 145-172 

PP • 5-123 

PP • 57 - 6 
125-127 

pp . 48 .... 49 

p_ . 42- 54 

3 

l 

2 

3 

l 

3 

2 

- P 

2 - 3 

l - 2 

2 

2 

1 - 2 

l 

l 

1 
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Daz In and Day Out , -- -

Round About , 

Round About You,. -
Story Pictures of our 

Neighbor_s , - -

Wheel .s and Winss , 

Wonder World, The 1 -----· -
HONESTY ( truthfulness , sincerity} 

Wonder ·orld , The • 

INDUSTRY (achievement ) 

Fact~ Story, Book~ 

Friendly Village , 

Wheels and Wings , 

Wonder_ World , The , 

KINDNESS 

pp . 23- 29 

PP• 44- 46 
92 .. , 93 

141-150 

pp . 15- 24 
38-· 47 
85- 93 

PP • 69 - 177 

pp. 2-138 

PP • 88- 91 
121-124 
143-148 
204- 208 

PP• 150--156 
187-195 

pp . 265 - 280 

PP • 44- 52 
54 - 65 

PP• 230-243 

PP • 57 - 63 
64- 68 

PP • 164- 171 

pp. 44- 56 
78- 82 
86 -102 

l 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

l 

3 

2 

3 

1 

44 



Gitz Friends , 

Daz In and Da.z Out , 

Fact ~ Ston_, Book One 

Frie.ndlz Village , 

pp . 79- 86 

pp. 142-146 

PP• 136-139 

pp,. 141-152 
212-228 

Fuzz_,: .Tail ,, PP• 1-1.29 

Interesting Things~~, PP • 79-105 
112-119 

Near and Far . 

New Friends , 

Pets ~ Friends., 

Pe ts and Playmates , 

Hound About You, 

Snif'f1 

!! Grow QE, 

Wide Win5s . 

Wonder orld , The , 

LOYALTY (faithfulness ) 

Daz _!!! and Day out , 

Enjoying our Land• 

Round bout~, 

PP • 12.7-136 

PP• 136-142 

PP • 1-184 

PP • 64- 68 

PP • 187-192 

PP • 1-177 

pp . 88-104 
105-114 

PP• 282-299 

pp. 143-148 

PP• 134-141 

pp . 97-107 

PP• 130-138 

3 

1 

1 

3 

P-P 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

l 

2 

3 

3 

l 

2 

2 
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NEATN SS (c1eanliness) 

Ml He9:l th Habi ts, II 

Wonder World, The~ 

OBEDI ENCE 

Fact and Story ., Primer 

_Round About ~ , 

pp. 12- 18 

PP • 38- 42 

pp . 54- 59 

PP • 54.; 60 

RESOURCEFULirn!SS (initiative , independence ~ i ngenuity) 

Down~ Street , 

Down the River ,Road ,. 

Friendly Villa~e , 

Interest ing Things to~, 

Near and Far , 

New :Friends , 

Round About , 

~ Grow U ,. 

\ eels and Wings , 

Wonder, World. The , 

pp . 

pp . 

PP • 

PP • 

pp . 

pp. 

PP• 

PP• 

pp . 

PP• 

170-182 

88- 94 
95-100 

101 ... 106 
10?-111 
112-127 

68- 82 
83- 96 

154-168 

211- 222 

218- 223 

103-110 

25- 36 

198-214 

30 - 35 

196-203 

2 

3 

P-P 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 
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SY.MPATRY (understanding } 

New Fri ends , ----
Pets and Pla:yma.tes , --- . . 

~ Wi ngs , 

pp 124-134 

pp 102-109 

PP• 156-166 

2 

1 

3 
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3 . Content o:f Suppl ementary Literature 

The 75 ·Ch ildren ' s books examined for the purpose of 

studying the content of supplementary or recreational 

literature suitable for use in developing attitudes and 

eharacter traits vere found in the schoolroom library 

53 

of the writer and in the San Antonio Public Library . They 

were selected at random from among books on easy reading 

level and classified according to the character traits which 

they best illustrate . The books a.re representative of 

recreational literature which has been published in the 

last ten years , since they are included in the ·graded 

book lists of the American Library ssociation, the 

Association for Childhood Education, and various publish

ing houses . The selection of these particul ar books wa,s 

a raatter of convenience only . 

In addition, a brief synopsis or descriptive sentence 

indicates the theme of each book, and the numbers follow

ing each reference indicat the grade or grades where it 

may be used most effectively . Most of the books are suit

able for reading by the children of that grade , although 

some of them may be too difficult , and hence will be of more 

value if the teacher reads them to the children. 



AFFECTION ( love , devotion) 

C-ousin Tob_z ., Newberry 

Jill and Gordon visited their baby c,ousin and 

helped take ca.re of him. They grew so fond of 

him that they longed for a baby brother of their 

own. They w re very happy to find one when they 

returned home . 

Janie Bell~ , Tarry 

An abandoned colored baby was rescued and ta en 

to a ho-spi t al where kind Nurse Moore nursed it 

until it was :Vell and growing . She became so 

attached to the baby th t she gave it her own 

1 

name and a home . 1 - 3 

Joan Wanted A_ Kit tz , Gemmill 

Joan wanted a kitty more than anything else in 

the world. She finally persuaded everyone in 

the family, except the cook, to agree to her 

having one . When a poor little kitten with a 

hurt foot was found in the rain, Maggi e 1 s heart 

was so.ftened and Joan was made supremely happy 

with her new pet . 1 - 2 

54 



S.i Dri and the Little Gypsz ~ , Kahmann 

A little gypsy girl l oved her pet. goat so much 

that she found a way to convi nce Grandam that 

he was indispensable . 1 - 3 

APPRECIATIONS (animals ) 

Billy~ Blaze . Anderson 

Billy 1·s best friend was h i s pony . He ca.red r ·or 

the pony and taught him so well that he on the 

silve1~ cup at the horse show . 1 - 3 

Five Littl-e Ki ttens , Tows l ey - -

A picture book wi th simple text showing adorable 

kittens and their da ily frolics . 

Hamlet: !, Cocker ~pani el , Bl a ck 

1 

Hamlet was a lovable and human- like puppy, 

considered a real member of the family . 2 - 3 

Wally. the Wa lrus,. Wi'ese 

A mother walrus cared for her baby nd taught him 

how to look out for dangers . 3 
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APPRECIATIONS ( ome ltfe) 

s~,, Rosi ta , ussell 

A story or beautiful home life , eourtesy_, 

ehe·erfulness , love , af feet.ion, .fun, etc . 

APPRECIA~IONS (nature ) 

Beachcomber Bobbie , Bourgeois 

2 - 3 

Bobbie collected many beautiful shells , star 

fish, etc ., on the shore near his summer cabin. 

He too~ them home with him, but was very dis - · 

appointed because he eouldn •t t ke the rihale 

that was washed up on the shore . 2 - 3 

Let ' s Go Outdoors~, Huntington 

Simple short statements and beautiful photo

graphic illustrations of insects , worms , frogs , 

2 - 3 

A Summer Day With Ted~~, de Angeli 

Ted and Nina enjoyed the out-of-dooro at the 

,country home of their aunt . 2 - 3 

Whe·n the Root Children V ake QE.., Olfers and Fish 

A s.tory showing underground Nature getting ready 

for spri.ng . Their activities of spring and 
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s;.unmer ax~e tol d simply and illustrated beautifully . 

1 - 2 

APPRECIATIONS ( ·oecupa tions) 

Dean and Don At the Dairy~ Miller 

Dean and Don lived on a da i ry farm . Father ave 

them a fine calf for a pet . They visited all 

p r t s of the f arm to find out how milk i s pro-

dueed and handl ed . 2 - 3 

Here Comes the Postman, Park ............... . · ~ 

Billy ' s and Be tty ' s father is a. postm n and he 

took them to see all the t ngs that happen to 

letters . 2 

People~ Come to Our House , Judson 

Jean and Jerry made friends wi th the milkman, 

the postman, the painter·,, the plumber , the cle n .. 

i ng rvr oman , and 11 the other p opl e ho ca.me to 

their home to help them. 2 

"( .. 
The Storekeeper , Lent 

A story of the · ork of' the storekeeper and all 

the helpers t ha t serve through the store . 2 



APPRECIATIONS ( ot .el') lands and peoples) 

,fil,. tte Camel~ V. ells 

A young camel went to the city with h±s mother in 

the caravan and sa many wonderful things . A 

good picture of Bedouin life . 

Children of th ~ rthlights , d tAu.laire 

Lissa and Lasse .t Lapp children., spent an exciting 

year wandering from mountain to mountain herding 

reindeer. 2 - 3 

Littl ~ , Latt· ore 
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The adventures of a Chinese boy . Good de cription 

of life in China . 3 

Manuelito of Costa Rica , Gay and Crespi 

anuelito helped his father get re dy for the ox

cart parade . He and his six sisters enjoyed a 

happy home life . 1 - 3 

M~i g ,. Handf orth 

A little Chinese girl followed her brother to the 

New Year Fair in the city and had many exciting 

adventures . 2 - 3 



A little boy or Norway went skiing one day and got 

lost in a snowdrift . He had wonder.ful adventures 

before · e got bac home . 2 - 3 

Pancho ~ His B1..1rro , G y 

Paneho and his sister Lolita took their 1 rares to 

the market and successfully disposed of th m so 

they mi ht buy the things they most w nted . 2 

Silk and Sa.tin~, Wood 

The tender story of a little Chinese tomboy vvho 

was always getting into trouble , but was well-

meaning , impulsive . and Q'enerous . 

Sondo - A Liberian Boy, Joseph 

ondo was the chief ' s son and showed his good 

qualiti s by kindness and helpfulness . A good 

3 

picture of jungle life . 2 - 3 

APPRECIATIONS (Bible) 

Ani ma. s of !..h_ ible , Lath.l~op a:nd Fish 

Bible passages about animals , illustrated sonly 

Dorothy Lathrop can . 2 - 3 
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-imcr , Fo 

Ol d 'l1estament tories in simple s ntences . 2 - 3 

Christ-Child, he , Pete ha 

The story of th e -rly childhood of Chris s 

told ·n passa.g f om Matthew nd Luke . l • 3 

Illustrated Bible S'fjor;y: Booe, The , Lovel nd 

Old and New 1' stament stories adapted from Bible 

accounts . 3 

New Testament Stories Retold fo Children, Faris 

New Te~ ament n rratives a nd stories told by 

Jesus . 2 - 3 

CONTENTMENT 

Donkez ., Donke-y: , Duvoi s i n 

A donkey, d i scontented withe rs th t stick up, 

tr i ed many other kinds , only to discover th t 

his om kind of o rs re best for a donkey . 1 • 3· 

Noodle , Leaf 

A long-from-front- to -back, but short- from- top

to- bottom daehsh nd decided h1s o rn size and 

shape was best for his needs in digging bones . 

1 - 3 
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~ ~d tt~ Parrot~ Credle 

A little dog in a Mexican home ran away beca s 

o.f fancied ill tr atment and tric s l ayed , on 

him by the parJ~ot . He was unable t o find a ho e 

as good as the one he left ,, so he returned . 1 - 3 

COURAGE (bravery,. heroism) 

Apraham Linc oln;J d 1 Aula.ir•e 

A sympathe·tic , though natural, story of Lineal ts 

boyhood and political career . Hone t y and h rd 

work emphasi ·zed . 3 

,Ge·o_rg~ Wtas_h i!_!,e;top, ~ 1 Aulaire 

The story or Washington, picturing him as an 

ac tive , manly 'Ooy who grew into a noble patriot . 

2 - 3 

Little root , Grarnatky 

A little tug boat who only wanted to pl ay and cut 

f i tu}.es in the wa ·ter , saw e. big ocean liner in 

distress and heroically brought about the rescue . 

2 - 3 

Lucio and His Nuong, Crockett 

At .six., Lucio was the only one ·who could manage 

the lazy but fierce nuong of the Ma.nsala family . 

He was a. kind but fearless boy . 3 
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Mr . Key1· s ~ , Lowitz 

The story or how Francis Scott Key crune to write 

nThe Star Spangled Banner . 0 2 - 3 

Nicodemus~ the ~t Do , Hogan 

A stray hound dog whom Nicodemus had befriended 

won a home and a place in the hearts of all vhen 

he rescued Nicodemus 's baby sister from the 

pond . 2 - 3 

Tabby and~ Boat Fire , (Pictu1e Scripts ) 

A mother oat first saved her ki ttens and then gave 

the alarm that saved a burning ship . 2 - 3 

COUR'rESY 

Manners Can Be Fun, Leaf -------
Having manners is really just living ~1th other 

people pleasantly. 1 - 3 

DEPENDABILITY (.faithfulness to duty ) 

~ St~a berry and [ollz, Tchaika. 

Two faithful old fire horses were re arded with 

a home on a farm when a modern truck look their 

plaee at the station. 2 
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Skags. the Milk Horse , Huber 

A story of the fa.1 thful daily work of the milk 

hor-se . V en his driver was hurt one day he 

returned the wagon safely to the dairy . 2 - 3 

Story of Ling Lee ~ The ,_ Lattimore 

Though very shy,_ this little Chinese girl bravely 

met every emergency,. Her family came to depend 

upon her as much as if she h d been the boy they 

longed for .• 

FAIR- DEALI~ ( sportsmanship) 

Democra.ey, Goslin 

The principles of democratic living presented in 

a personal sort of 1ay and illustrated with 

pictures showing contrasting ideas . 

Fairplay. Leaf 

Fairplay as the founda t ion for democracy is 

emphasized in child situations . The democr a t ic 

form of government in the United States is 

3 

explained . 2 - 3 
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FRIEND INESS 

Five Little Friends, Adams 

Many exciting adventures were enjoyed by five 

little friends who attended sehool together and 

had fun in vaca tion . 2- 3 

GENEROSITY ( shar·ing,, unselfishness) 

Presents f.£!: Lupe , Lathrop 

The pe t squ i rrel se emed sad, so eve y one sent or 

brought presents to her ; but the children fin lly 

discovered that vh t she really " nted was .i:-1ome , 

so they gave he r materials to make her nest . 1 - 3 

HEALTH-MIND DNESS 

Safety~~~, Leaf 

We must take care of ourselves if re re to gro 

up and have :rim. 1 - 3 

Tommy Grows Wise , Gay 

Tommy discovered tba t when he fed h is vege t abl es 

and milk to his pets , they gre t up f st nd ran 

away . To keep his pony from growing up and 

running avay, Tommy ate the good food himself . 

1 - 2 



HELPFULNESS { ervice) 

Lin6 ,- Grandson .2£ ~--~, E:Ldridge 

Ling helpe.d in many emergencies , showing h is good. 

judgment . The story also gives a good account of 

Chinese cust;oms. 

akes Christmas , Me igs 

Sally helped Mother get ready for the big dinner· 

for the kin foL s. She was lso the heroin in 

3 

rescuing the runa ay colts int e sno'l storm. 3 

The Silve~ Dollar ,_ Lowrey 

Bill was sue a cheerful , helpful boy that the 

cowboys gave him all the tins he had been 

planning to buy with the big ilver dollar 

before he lost it . 2 - 3 

HONESTY (truthfulness , sincerity) 

Whitewashed ~lephant ,. The , Gineano and Hunter 

Greedy Pung-jam-bung tricked the Rajah into 

buying an elephant which he had painted · ith 

whitew sh, but he forgot to take the rain into 

consider t ion and ms justly imprisoned for 

his deceit . 1 - 3 
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William 8;nd. His Kitten, Flack 

William befriended a lost kitten an wanted to 

keep it ,. but tried to find the true owner . He 

was given cust·ody of the kitten after it was dis -
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eovered that it r an a way from three homes . l - 3 

INDUSrl'RY .(achievement) 

Little Mexican Donkey Boz. ~~ Brandeis 

A very lazy little boy became disgusted with a 

self'ish• head-strong little girl and deter.mined 

to amount to some thing . He found joy in 

aehievement . 2 - 3 

KINDME.SS 

Va.nka's onkey, Daugherty 

Vanka ' s wife overc me her fear and hate for the 

donkey and found him a .faithful , clever beast 

when treated kindly. 

When the find Blew,. Brown 
~ ~ ..._...._..._ .......___,,... 

'J.1he little old lady 1as very kind to he r s ven

teen cats and one little lue grey kitten . The 

kitten played hot-w ter bott le for the little 

3 

old lady when she had a toothache . 1 - 3 



LOYALTY (fit ~uln ss) 

Wee Gi~lis, Leaf 

W e Gill ,.s fina. ly found aw y to e ttle t e 

conflict in oyal ties to his kin rho liv in th 

lo~land ·nd his kin ho live in the highlands 

o.f Scotlani . 

NEAT·N~ (cleanliness ) 

Don·t t ~ MI Ea.rs , Credl e 

A 11 tt l boy l earned tha. t to have fr i ends one 

must keep clean. 

OBEDIENCE 

Bear Twins , Hogan 

2 - 3 

1 - 3 

The bear twins found out that the ir mother knew 

best when she s a id they were too little to go in-

to the .forest a lone . 1 - 2 

PATIENCE (perseverance , endur nee , steadfastnes s) 

Marcos: fl Mountain Boy .2.£ Mexico, Lee 

A little 1exiean boy •ould not oo turned sid 

from his origina l aim to earn enou h mone to 

by a yoke of oxen to help his fa ther plow the 

corn .. 2 - 3 
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Painted Pi,.~ \[orrow 

Pita and Pedro would have nothing but a little 

clay pig bank. They knew what they wanted 

and stuck to it . 1 - 3 

Story of Ka ttor., T_ e , T1'la.vers 

Kattor wanted to subdue everything , but his 

mother told h · 1, 
0 Do well the thi ngs tigers can 

do ,, Kat tor ~ a nd then you will be happy . n 3 

RESOURCEFULNESS ( ini tia. ti ve , independence , , ingenuity) 

Bobby: Wanted _ Pony, Bryan 

Bobby f ou.nd a way to get the pony from the farmer 

by trading all his favorite possessions and 

arranging to work for the farmer . 1 - 2 

Burrots Moneyba5 , A , hom s 

Pe >o found many ways of earning pe sos tith ich 

to buy t h e cove t ed b 1J.rro. 1 - 3 

Head fo H ppy, A, Sewell 

He tty and Be t ty he l ped Le t t i n her or ld-wi dc 

s arch f or a su tabl e had for tle l arger g doll 

she de . A cocoanu t f rom a sou:'-h Sea isl n ms 

just ri ht . 1 - 2 
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Little_ Old Woman ~ _Used Her Head , ~ , Newell 

The little old woman solved her needs in the 

queerest , but to her the luckiest , ways . 3 

li~anuela ' s Birthday, Bannon 

Manuela 1 s American artist friends found a way to 

give her the yellow-haired, blue-eyed doll she 

yearned for . Her fifth birthday was ma.de a 

wond-erfu1 event by their success . 

Mike Mulligan and If.!! Steam Shovel , Burton 

Mike and Mary Anne dug the cellar for the new 

town hall , but couldn·' t get out of the hole , so 

the town hall was built over them. Mary nne 

2 

became the. furna ce and Mike the janitor . 2 

Nicodemus and His Little Sister , Hogan 
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Nicodemus tried to take ca.re of his little sister, 

but every time his back was turned ,. somet ng 

happ.e ed to her . The . iray he got her out of' 

scrapes is amusing but effective . 1 - 3 

Pablo and Petra, Lee 

A little Mexican boy and girl undertook to carry 

their mother ' s pottery to market by themselves . 
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They overcame many hardships a_ong the way . 2 - 3 

Sni;eJ?, Snap;e, Snurr, and the Red Shoes , Lindman 

Three little Swedish boys found work by which 

they could earn money to buy the red shoes that 

their mother wanted for her birthday . They h d 

good attitude toward work . 1 - 3 

Yen-Foh ,. Eldridge 

A little Chinese boy used his mind in many 

emergencies and found ways to help those in 

t .rouble . 3 
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CHAP1rER V 

CONG USION 

Through study of ecent tren sin due tional 

theory~ and through the ex nation of numerous 

children ' s books , the following conclusions have been 

reached . 

( 1) The deve lopmen t of des i rable attitudes and 

character traits is of paramount importance .. 

( 2 ) Attitu .es define areas of emoti nality nd 

thus direct or channel behavior . 

( 3 ) Character i mplies the evalu tion of behavior 

tendencie 1/ i th reference to standard of 

right and wrong . It is cqui red and l arge ly 

conscious . 

( 4) Attitudes nd ch r cter trai ts are formed by 

the t;ll.cc .lation of e periences wh i c gr du ly 

~rystallize and cl rify concepts by the process 

of integration and summation . 

(5) Attit des a nd charact r traits re al o formed 

through association with other persons who exert 

a strong influence upon the individual . They 

are ncaughtn more readily t han "t ught ." 

(6) The attitudes and personality of the teacher 
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have inca lculable inf'luenee t:pon children. 

(7 ) Attitudes and eha1~aeter trai ts may be developed 

by vicarious e peri nee . 

(8) LiterEt ure presents gre t opportuniti s for 

developing at t·tudes nd character traits by: 

( a ) arousing emotions . 

(b) setting up ideals . 

( c) stirring the in1 gin t ion . 

(d ) i nterpreting life thro h aspir tion > 

motives , d consequences of g ood a nd 

b d actions . 

(9 ) The danger in the use of literature in the 

development of a ttitudes and ch racter traits 

is in ma.king it the ba sis for "sermonizing" 

in a didactic manner . 
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(1) Since early times in J. erica.n re dill8 instruction 

there ha been a ste dy decre se in dida ctic 

moral content o~ readers a nd other children' s 

books . 

( 11) Dur i the 1 t t wo dee des t here has been a 

steady decrease in artistic types of literature 

such as folk and fairy tales , f nciful tales , 

and poetry in reading materials fo t he primary 



grade . But there has been a teady incr se 

in factual and realistic materi al based upon 

the experience and wider interests of childr n, 

and suite to th ir en ir run nt nd 

informational needs .• 
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(12) Because of the b oadened conception of char cter 

and personality, many more types of readi 

materials than formerly considered v lu ble 

for moral content are now recognized as h,. ving 

a part in the ev lopment of worthy ttitudes 

and cha1,.,,ac te traits • 
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