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HISTORY OF JOHN TARLETON AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE

CHAPTER I
INT RODUCT ION

The Problem Stated

The problem in this study is to present a brief chrono-
logical survey of the progress of John Tarleton Agricultural
College from its inception in 1895 up to the year 1940,

Why the Problem Was Selected

Popular opinion in west central Texas has recently
gstressaed the desirability and need of raising John Tarleton
Agricultural College at Stephenville, Texas, from junior
college to senior college rank. There are strong indications
‘that the legislature, within a few years, will authorize
senior standing for this institution. Therefore, because of
the likelihood that John Tarleton Agricultural College is
about to close one important chapter in its existence to open
another one of equal importance, it appears that 1t would be
deairable to write the history of that institution up to this
time. In this attempt, the writer, being an alumnus of the
college, has felt the desire rather than the ability to write
such a history, however brief; but believing that Tarleton's
record through many vicissitudes of educational progress, is
noteworthy, perhaps exsmplary, the writer feels it a privi-

laze to record the mehoonl's historv in thesia form.



Colleotior of Data

The materlals for this paper have bear collected from
school bulletinrs, reports ard catalogs; from rewspaper
articles, ard editorials; from persoral irterviews with ade
miristretors ard irstructors of Tarletor ard from urpublished
theses ard other articles relating to the life of the irsti-
tutior ard its fourder. 0ld school recorde ard courty abe
stracts, local ard other rewspaper files also have beer
valuable sources of icformatior. The arrual reports of the
college were irspected, ard corsiderable irformatior was se-
cured from the busiress marager's arrual reports ard from
several reports by the State Board of Edugcatior or matters
pertailrirg to Tarletor.

Limitatiors of the Problem

The scope of this paper is corfired to a survey of the
life of Tarletor from its fourdirg ir 18956 to the year 1940,
The outstardirg achievemerts ard rofteworthy everts, the ex-
parsior of grourds, buildirgs, ard equipmert, the charges
ir. admiristratior ard status have beer briefly roted. XNo
attempt has beer made to discuss problems of persorrel or
admiristratior, or to aralyze chargirg trerds ir policies
ard stardards, but the writer has corfired himself solely
to ar impersoral recordirg of data. The method employed
has beer the eollectior ard arrargemert of data ard materie
als irto ar authertic acgourt of the developmert of Johr
Tarletor Agricultural College.



sSurvey

A brief outline of the development of the college will here
be traced to indicate, in general, the progress of the institution.

The history of John Tarleton Agriculturael College has been
considered by some authorities to begin with the establishment of
Stephenville College in 1893 although there is no legal connection
between the two. Stephenville College was established under a
charter obtained by Senator L. N. Frank from the Secretary of State
through the earnest efforts of Judge T. B. King, W. W; Moores, a¥%

torney, and He. B. More, editor of The Stephenville Tmpire. Dr.

Marshall McIlhaney oi Marble Falls became the first president.t
The first term opened in the fall of 1893 with an enrollment of
one hundred pupils ranging in age from ten to fifty years. There
was no departmental organization of work and the subjects taught
ranged from primary studies to college work.2
By 1895, due to lack of funds, the college had to close its

doors and the property was sold at public auction.3 But the

l. Cox, James F., former President and Dean, J. Te Ae. Ce,

Memorial Address, May 1, 1933:

' It is my opinion, Dean Davis, that when the history
of John Tarleton Agricultural College is written, and
such a history should be written at an early date, a
prominent part of that history should be the doings of
Stephenville College under the McIlhaneys. This effort
awoke the town of 3Stephenville and the county of RArath
to the need and value of higher education, and in that
way had much to do with causing Tarleton to will his
property to Stephenville and Erath County for the pur-
pose of establishing the college.

2. The Stephenville “mpire, Feb. 23, 1893.

3e Cresson, Preston Brechenridge, The Development of John
Tarleton College, Thesis, Canyon, Texas, June 1938, p. Te




brief struggle of the 1little collegse had erlisted a rumber of
gympaethizers, amorg them a wealthy old rarchmar, Johr Tarletor.
He made a will ir 1895, bequeathirg a furd for fourdirg ard
mairtairirg a school of collegiate rark ir .?..15ephex:v'i.l.ll.‘I

Upor his death, which oocurred that same year, preparatiorns
wore begur to carry out the terms of his will, The Stepherville
College property, beirg still irtact, afforded a corveriexnt site
ard buildirg for the projest. Higher aducation ir Texas up to
the twertieth certury was largely a matter of private or deromira-
tional erterprise, there beirg orly four statse-supported colleges
ir Texas before 1900; =0 Tarletor's logical begirrirg was through
irdividual philarthropy.

Arourd the turr of the certury the Jjurlor college as a rew
type of irstitutior begar to emerge irto promirerces At this
time, along with other private colleges, Tarletor was firdirg
itself urable to compete with state-supportied schools. Low er-
rollmerts, high tuitior rates ard other factors ecompelled Tarletom
to make a drastioc cherge, ard ir 1908 Tarletor became a private
Jurior college, a step ir keepirg with the ratiocr~wide jurior
college movemert iraugurated ir 1902.

But the day of the private college was passirg, ard educatior
was ro lorger primarily a matter of private erterprice. Firareisl
troubles cortiruirg ard other factors erterirg irto eorsideratior,

the rext forward step ir Tarletor's history was made ir 1917 wher

4. George, J. C., "Tarletorn's Will", Memorial Servige, p. 4l.




the college became a state-supported school, as a brarsch of
the Agricultural ard Mecharicsl College of Texas. By this
Aot of the Thirty~-fifth Legislature ir regular sessior

that year, Tarletor became a co-educatioral Jjurior ocollege
of egriculture ard home ecoromics.

At the presert time with iroreassirg emphasis beirg
placed or the attairmert of degrees ir all professiors, ard
with the growirg reed for graduate studerts ir rearly all
ecoromic fields, colleges of serior rark are at maximum
capacity. Popular demard is stressirg the desirability of
raisirg Johr Tarletor Agricultural College to serior rark-
irg ard the time for the cherge seoms immirent,

John Tarleton College firsi began as a private institution

and for nearly twenty years remained as such so that it is only

fitting that the life of the man who is responsible for its

being founded and its early history be studied first. A closer

study will be made of the college after it became a state sup-

ported school because the poligies that govern it now have been

developed during that period.



CHAPTER II
LIFE OF JOHN TARLETQH

Irtroductior

Ir Mey, 1928, there was held at Johr Tarletor Agricultural
College ir Stepherville, a series of memorial ceremories ir hore
or of Johr Tarletor, the first berefactor of the irstitution. At
that time every offort was made to secure, for preservatior, ac-
curate records of the origiral causes leadirg to the establish-
mer% of the college ard to obtalr all available data regardirg
ita fourders,

Reocords of Johr Tarleton's life being meagre ir specific
detalls, hias blography was augmerted by & aseries of irterviews
with people who had krowr him persorally erd by articles dealirg
with phases of his ocareer, writter by people who had gore back
to early sources for records of Tarletorn's lifa,

The portrait that has emerged from these firdirgs is that
of a remarkable character; a pioreer who rose from poverty ard
squalor to a positior of comparative affluerce; a mar of little
learrirg who fourded a college; a ror-sectariar for whom a church
was ramed: and a philarthropist whose rame has frequertly beexr

lirked with that of Johr Harvard as a berefactor of humarity.

Barly Life
The first Johr de Tarletor of whom ary record is available,
lived ir Liverpool, Inrglard. A descerdart, Johr Tarletor, ocame

b=



to America ir the latter part of the eighteerth certury, After
locatirg ir this courtry the family split over their religious
beliefs, Part of the family drifted North ard part irto Virgiria,
The late Johr Tarletor was a descerdert of Jeremiesh Tarletor, the
Protest&nt.s

Johr was borr ir White Mourtair, Vermort, ir 1811, Wher he
was four years of age, his father died ard wher he was sover he
lost his mother, Ther Johr wert to live with a spirster aurt ir
Vermort, ard his brother wert to ar aurt who lived ir Virgirisa,.
Johnn's aurt seemed to have ro sympathy for thirgs that attracted
yourg boys, ard her cortirual correctiors caused her yourg reph-
ow to become very much diﬂsatiafied.e

Agoordirg to a statement made by J. Cs George, his lawyer
ard executor, Johr Tarletor's aunt had promised the boy ar edu-~
catior but all he ever got from her was a geries of baok«break-
irg Jjobs ard a cortirual rourd of fault findins.7

From other corfiderces disclosed by Lilliar Edwards, it is
learred that wher he was about thirteer years of age, he fled
from the preserce ard home of his aurt ard with orly a few dollars
ir his pocket, ard all his worldly goods tied up ir a home-spur
rag, made his way by boat from New Hrglard to North Carolira ard
therce to Kroxville, Terressee. He stopped ir North Carolirs,

where he cut wood at fifty ocernts a cord, cut wheat with a cradle

5. Ddwards, Lilliar, "Biography of Johr Tarletor", MEMORIAL
SERVICE (Urpublished), pe 47.

6‘ Ibid. 1
7. George, J. C., Op. cit., p. 35,



at a dollar ard fifty ceris a day, ard worked ir other ways
at seasoral oscupations, Accordirg to Miss Riwardas, Tarletor
recoived word of his brother's death about this time, ard felt
that he had ro more family ties ard would be ertirely alore

therceforth,

Life 1r Kroxville, Terressee

The larg:st mereartile establishmert ir Kroxville arourd
1824 was the Cowar ard Dickersor dry goods store, Yourg Tarle=-
tor was teker to work or t%risl ard remaired there forty-ore
years, Kroxville ir those years was looked upor. by New Wrglard-
ers as the Far West, The courtry there had beer settled by mary
vetoerars of the war of 1812, These 0ld soldiers had had issued
to them what were called "Bourty Warrarts"™, or certificates of
the Federal Goverrmert, authorigirg the holders thereof to locate
or ary ursuryeyed or urappropristed publiec domair, There was
practically ro public domair arourd Kroxville but there were mil-
liors of acres ir Arkarsas, Missouri, Iowa, Karsas, Southerr Ill-
irois, ard other states farther west. These lards, to the old
soldiers owrinrg certificates, were utterly urdesirable, ard to
the settlers of Xroxville, they wsre corsidered prairie desert. Vet-
erens were willirg to trade them for almost arythirg, a pair of
boots, a horse collar, trace chairs, or a "scooter” plow. Sirce
the bounty warrarts were trarsferable by erdorsemert, srd sirace
Parletor was ir the mercartlle busiress, he soor begar to accumu-
late warrarts for thousards of acres of lard. Or paymert of the
surveyirg fees ard patert fees, (about fourteer or fifteer dollars),
the owrer could have paterted to him as mary acres as the patert

called for.



Mr, George relates that Tarleton told him that whenever
he had accumulated a number of these certificates he usually
waited for the dull season of the year, secured a leave of
absence, took his certificates, some food, a blanket, and such
suppliea as would enable him to camp out at night and tremped
into Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, or Kansas. He would selecat
such sections of lands as he liked and have them surveyed by
the District surveyor. He would ther have the field notes rew
turned to Washington and in due course would secure a patent.
These locations were made in the various states before the
Civil War, and having pald taxes on them for a number of years,
Tarleton s0ld them for from two to five dollars an acre when
he came to Texas to meke his home. Had he kept them, he would
have been worth several million dollars at his death, whereas
his estate .was not worth more than two hundred thousand dollars.
As Tarleton had disposed of his lands through correspondence,
the best lands naturally went first and only a few small tracts wem

left for his executor to disposse of.a

Life in Waco, Texas
In the John Tarleton College Library are patentis signed by
Govenor Edward Clark of Texas in 1861, granting portlons of Texas
land to Tarleton. These are the Treighen Survey, the Collingsworth
Survey, and probably the Alfred Bynum Survey, located in Erath and
Palo Pinto Counties. These were purchased by Tarleton at about
fifteen cents an agre, according to Lillian Edwarda.9

8. Ibid.a. PPe. 35 = 36,
9. Rdwards, Lilliam, op. git., p. 48.



10

Ir about 1865 Tarletor decided to locate ir Texas to look
after his lard. His monrthly salary ir the store was $125.

Wher the firal settlemert was made the firm could rot pay all
of its irdebtedress to him ard Tarletor received the store as
compersatior, Peres Digkersor remairirg as marager, Aifter

Mr, Tarletor's death, thirty years later, Mr, George visited

Mr, Dickersor ard fourd the 0ld gerntlemer row rearly a hurdred
yeoars old, s8till ir charge of the establishmert, He was able

to corfirm much of Mr. George's biographical data orn Tarleton.lo

Miss Edwards states that Tarletor walked from Kroxville
to Texas dressed as a tramp, He had all of his morey corcealed
about him, with some of it ir the patches of his clothes ard a
lérge amourt of it ir his box-toed shoes. Wher he arrived ir
Wago, he irquired asbout the locatior of his lard, ard was told
that the countiry was urnsettleds He ther established a mercartile
store ir Waco ard made his home there for some time.

Ir his sixtleth year, he met ard married a Mrs. Johrstor
(iritials urkrowr). At her suggestior they sigred a marriage
cortract, in &ccordarce with which there would be ro liability
or elther for the other's property irdebtedress ard ro divisior

11 His wife was worth about

of property ir case of separationr.
thirty thousard dollaras ard believed herself to be ir better

eircumstarces ther he. Wher tex-payirg time came ard she fourd

10- George, J. Cs, gp. git., P. 36.
1l. §gg§rds,,Lillian, gpe. git., Pe 49,



he owred rot orly the store of which she had krowr but a large
rumber of acres of lard of which she had rot krowr, she tried
to get him to divide with her. He d1d4 rot agree to this ard
withir a year after their marriasge his wife had gore. She sued
him for divorce ir 3t., Louis ard put a rotice ir a. St. Louis
paper to that effect. Ore of Tarletor's frierds told him of
the eitatior ard he hurried to St. Louls, arrivirg urexpectedly
at the trial, The divorce wert through but Tarletor retaired
all his property.:2
Thies irstarce of perfidy was followsad by arother wher ore
of Tarleior's employees trised to poisor him with some berries
ir order.to escape With cash from his store.ls From these,
ard other experierces, it is rot to be wordered that Mr. George,
i histreminiscences, recalls his employer as being suspicious

of people ir gereral ard distrustful of them urtil some occasion

irspired his corfiderce.

Characteristios of Johr Tarletor
¥Mr. George, who, perhaps, krew him best, says of him:

From what I have related of Mr. Tarletonrn's life,
gathered, as I have stated, from my associatior with
him, as woell as from direct statements from him, it
will be observed that he had prastically ro schoolirg,
with very little or ro opporturity to go to school.
However, he was rot sr igrorart mar. He was quite
well irformed, ard & very capable busiress mar. He
was very ecocromical; he was eocertric; he was peculiar;
he was strictly horest. He was very reticert ard timid,
rather small ir stature, about five feet eight irches
tall, I judge, ard probably welghed ore hurdred ard

12, Ibid.
13, 1Ibid., pp. 49=50.



thirty pourds, He had rather a strikirg head ard face,
as will be observed from his picectures, which you have
doubtless seer. Ir his o0ld age, that is, durirg the
yoears that I krew him, he was more or less suspielious
of people gererally. He made up his mird slowly, ard
was a8 8low to charge it. He rather migtrusted pseople
urtil he krew them lonrg enougk; or urtil somethirg oc=-
curred to irspire corfidercse.

Despite his rather small stature, he was a healthy irdi-
vidual, He seldom took medicire, ard rarely had a bad cold.
He was rever 11l except at the time he was poisored arnd wher
he took to his death beds, He rever used ary form of irtoxi-
satirg liquor, ard his strorgest drirck was coffee. Because
Mr, Tarletor was egoromigcal, ard because he did rot wish to
place himself above hls associates, he dreased ro better thar

1l
his hired mar, 8

Mre Tarletor was peculiar about morey matters, He ofter
carried morey or his persor, gererally ir two rolls. He al-
ways paid his hired hards ir cash. He rever wrote a check to
ar irdividusal but would go to the bark after the morey wher
he reeded it. He always kept a large amourt of morey or hand,
sometimes havirng as much as a thousard dollars or more ir his
trurks He courted his morey each right before retirirg. Tarle-
tor was striotly horest. Hvery time & hired hard had to take
a dirrer away from the rarch, he made sure that the meal was

paid for.16

14, George, J. C., OPps oit., p. 40.
15, Rdwards, Lilliasr, ops Cite, DPs 50.
16. Ibid., P 51,
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Mr, Tarletor was a great lover of childrer ard did mary
1little thirgs to please them., He warted all the boys ard girls
he came ir. cortact with to have a better charce ir life thar
hias hed beer, This gertle 0ld mar was always glvirg chilldrer
little thirgs that every small child would be proud to possess.
He was corsiderate rot orly of childrer bhut also of older people,
ard he rever wert to towr ard returred without brirgirg some-
thirg for those with whom he 11ved.17

Although he waa rot a member of ary church, h9 was a reli-
gious mar; he was rever heard to take God's reme ir vair, ard
he corntributed fresely to all churches. Ofter he would shake
hards with the preacher to leave a five dollar bill ir his hard,
As lorg a8 he lived, he paid his part of the church experses to
the steward as regularly as the quarters passed. Inlleeo wher
he first had his lard surveyed ir Pale Pirteo Courty, he deeded
to the Methodist people of his commurity three acres of lard
for a ghurch lote Ir 1900 the Methodist Church agreed to build
a church house ir this commurity. The three acres were rot ir
a suitable place for the church, so the lard reserved was sold,
ard the proceeds wert back to the Tarletor estate. Mr. J. C.
George did rot krow the rame of the church wher the deed was
made, 80 he wrote "Tarletor" ir the deed. Ther the churgch, al-
though rot a firal bereficiary ir this particular deal, charged
its rame to the "Tarletor Church'" ir remembrarce of the doror's

mary kirdresses ard charitable deeds. The cemetery is located

17. Ibid., p. 52.

47681
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or. this plot of grourd srd both the church ard cemetery are
row Juat outside of Mr. J. T. White's farm, the origiral
headquarters of the Tarletor Rarch ir Psalo Pirto Goanty.

Johr Tarletor was & believer ir educatior., He cortirued
to read lorg after his days ir the sehool room were over, ard
always wert after his paper every other day, He believed ir
educavioral irstitutiors to the extert that overy time he was
called upor to help pay the experses of a subscriptior aschool,
he would pay for five or six studerts, Ir case the ores he
subseribed for did rot have the recessary clothirg to keep them
warm, he made sure that garmerts were provideds, Ofter a school
would have had to close early 1f Johr Tarletor had rot cortrie
buted the greater part of the furds reeded to carry the term to
completior.

Mary people who thought he was a miser could ront see why
he refused himaelf.many comforts of 1ife that ever poor people
erJoyeds Ore cold, sleetirg day Mr. Williams came upor Johr
Tarletor, who was sittirng or a stump outdoors. He said to him,
"You have erough morey to take eare of you; why are you out here
ir the 60ld¥" Mr. Tarletor replied that he was accustomed to
the hardships ard did rot mird them,18

The searet of the whole 1ife of Johr Tarletor lies ir his
eim; he had a goal set which he worked hard to reach. His aim
was to help poor boys ard girls so they would rot have to face
as mary diffioculties as he had. HNo plea or persuasior would

18. Ibid., p. B3.
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irduce him to ocease to work toward his goal, Dr. Bizzell
praised this worthy aim ir his memorial address ir Stepher-
ville ir 1928, He said.

. Johr Tarletor was ore of the few that has per=-
petuated his rame by philarthropic deeds. This
mar. 1ived his life ir this westerr courtry urder
the same adversities as other ploreers, That he
should have died ard left his estate to establish
a oollege is ore of the remarkable facts of our
pioreer hilstory,

Johr Tarletor was rot a msr of learrirge. There
was little to suggeast the berefits of educatior irn
his ervirormert, But, like mary of the early settlers,
he warted those who followed him %o be better prepared
%0 meet the issues of 1ife thar he had beean. It was
his high purpose to establish a college where ths sors
¢f toil might share equally i& our irtellectual heri-
tage with the more forturate,i?

Ar Importarct Irdidart
Ir the followirg ircidert ir Tarletor's life, which ocw
curred about 1895 shortly before his death, therse daveloped
the ocircumstarces which led to the fourdirg of Johr Tarletor
College ard locatlior of the school at Stepherville. The facts

are related by his executor, Mr. George:

Years ago he (Tarletor) had ir his mird the idea
of oorveyirg his property by will to some literary
irstitutiore + « + A8 before stated, wher this questior
of his will came up, he had ar earlier will. The court
regords of Erath County will disclose the date of the
matter I refer to, which was the prosegutior of Mr.
Tarleton for a petty offerse, which I am irolired to
thirk was several mornths before I wrote his will ir
‘May, 1895. Mr. Tarletor had a large herd of cattle.

Ir those days the country was urferced, ard he was
herdirg these cattle, or havirg them herded, rear
the premises of a farmer who lived ir that sectior

19. Bigzell, W. B., "The Fruits of the Pioreer Spirit"”,
Memorial 3ervice, p. l4.




of the courtry. 'Ye had or the statute books ir those
days what was krowr as ar "Anti-herd Law", which was

a peral law prevertirg the herdirg of droves of cattle
rearer thar a certalr distarce from a private resie
derce, Mr, Tarletor's hards, ir workirg with his herd
of cattle, had brought them too rear this farmer, ard
he progeeded to file a rumber of complairts agairst
Hr, Tarletor ir the Justiece's Court at Morger Mill,
Texas, Of course, the peraltiy for such irfractior of
the law was a mere bagatelle, but I thirk there must
heve beer some fifteer or twerty of the cases, The
old records at Stepherville will show, This alarmed
Mr, Tarletor very much, sirce he over-estimated the
importarce of the suit ard looked upor it as a very
gerious matter, while ir fact it was trivial,

Shortly prior to this ireidert, I had beer try-
irg some cases at Palo Pirto, ard Mr. Williams, Mr.
Tarletor's foremar, had atterded these trials, prob-
ably as a witress, or had beer at least ir some way
irterested ir them, ard I had gotter ascquairted with
him. ‘/her Mr, Tarletor was charged with these arti-
herd law offernses at Morgar Mill, he of course had to
employ a lawyer. For mary years prior to this time
he had had a lawyer from Weatherford, a Mr. Curetorn,
who was a very cgapable lawyer, but irasmuch as the
cases 1ir questlor were ir Brath Courty,eecesss Mr.
Williams irduced Mr. Tarletornr t0ssessess@mploy our
firm, which was ther the firm of Martir ard George,
to deferd these Justice Court suits, which Mr., Tarle-
tor firally agreed to do.

Thereupor, they sert for me, ard I wert to the
rarch a day or two before the trial., He paid me the
fee charge, ard we wert to Morgar Mill ard tried ore
of the cases. Mr. Tarletor was cornvicted, of course,
as I had explaired he would be urder the prevailinrg
gorditiors ir the commurity, ard ther we appealed the
casee., They were all afterwards defeated ard throwr
out,

sseses From the date of that ircidert, he at orace
abardored further dealirg with his attorrey ir Weather-
ford, ard cortiruously retaired the firm of Martir ard
George ir all legal matters.....After these thirgs, as
well as many other legal irciderts, were corcluded, he
firally sert for me ore day ard stated that he had de-
cided to charge his will, ard thereupor,....begar the
digcussior of the rew will, its objeots, purposes, etec.

sesseMr. Tarletor first favored locatirg the school
at Palo Pirto, Texas. I explaired to him that that was
a small towr off the railroad ard ir a courtry that was
mourtairous ard adapted to rarches largely, ard would
probably, therefore, rever be a thickly settled courtry
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from ar agricultural stardpoirt. We ther discussed
Weatherford, ard I called his attertiorn to the facot
that ‘eatherford was already supplied with splerdid
sohools, ard that a school of the size he could fourd
there with what furds he had (for at that time I was
femiliar with his holdirgs) would probaebly rot be
very successful ir competitior with the orgarizatiors
at VWieatherford already established.

Mr, Tarletor ther asked me for a suggestior with
refererce to locatior, ard I of course suggested my
owr. towrn. He at first opposed Stepherville or the
grourd that he had had a differerce with some Tax
Collector of Erath Courty with refererce to some tax
matter ir which he had besr required to pay more than
he owed, or to make paymert twice, or some such situa-
tior, ard that he did rot like the people dowr therae,.
He perhaps gave some other objesctiors, but I remember
particularly the tax matter., I prevailed or him to
abardor the objeotiors, particularly with refererce
to the Tax Collector, for the reasor that the commuri~
ty at large ought rot to be held resporsible for ar
error, or ar irtertioral wrorg, or the part of ore mar,
ever though he might be holdirg offices. Firally he
agreed that the objectiors he had were rot well fourded,
ard ther he asked me mary questiors about the courtry
ard its character, ard what I thought its populatior,
as time wert or, would be, I explaired that Erath
Courty was a good agricultural courty for that part of
the 3tate; that i¥ was more or less undeveloped, but
that by ard by it would be settled by mary small farm-
ersg ard that as he desired to aid the familles of
small farmers, Stepherville, as the locatlor of the
school for the class of people desigrated ir his will,
would be ar ideal ore. After a few discussiors with
him about it, ard a rumber of talks with Mr. Willlems
ard his wife or the same questior, he decided that was
the best thirg to do, ard thereupor I took per ard irk,
ard without ary books or other coursel thar the persors
I have mertiored, that is Mr, ard Mrs, Williams, Mr.
Tarletor, ard myself, we produced the irstrumert that
resulted ir the fourdirg of your institug or, with which
irgtrumert you are, of course, familiar,.

From this rarrative will be seer how Tarletor College was
fourded. The will was drawr or May 29, 1895. Or November 26th
of the same year Johr Tarletor died ir Stepherville, Texas.

20. George, Je Co, ORe. .O_j_ic_. ‘PPe 40 - 44,
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Tarleton's Death

Toward the end of the year 1895, Mr, Tarleton decided
to teke a trip for his health. Accompanied by Mr, George
S. Williams, he went to Galveston. One day when Mr., Wille
iams was away from the hotel, some thieves succeeded in
drugging John Tarleton. They took about seven or eight hun-
dred dollars off his person, carried him out tn the edge of
town, and left him at a segond-class hotel., They paid his
lodging for a day and night and then made their escape.

When Mr, Williams found him he was still under the influence
of the drug.

Another significant event of this visit to Galveston was
the fact that Mr. Willisms persuaded Tarleton to have a photo-
graph made, This photograph is the only one which the gollege
poasesses of its benefastor.

After the unfortunate incident in Galveston, John Tarleton
returned to his homes A short time later he contracted typhold
fever, and dled, November 26,18956. The closing days of his
life were charaoteristioc of one who haed lived fully and who made
a final generous gesture for human benefit., John Tarleton was
a practical idealist, and Dr. Bizzell eulogized him thus:

There 1s an immortality of good deeds and in-
fluence, as well as the immortality of the goul.

The influence of the man whose life had been rich

in service gains an immortality that finds expression

in the gratitude of those whe profit by his saoeri=-

fices.

I remind you today thak John Tarleton, whose
mortal remains lie beneath the sod on this campus,
8till lives through his benefaction. His memory
will not vanish from the earth. The students, who
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come here ir ircreasirg rumbers to profit by the
irtelleoctual heritage that this old pioreer hes
left to them, will xot cease to revererce his
memory ard feel grateful for the educatioral ”51
porturities that he has made possible for them.

21. Bilzell. W. Be., 0P Cito. Pe 19.



CHAPTER III
HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE

Historical Begirrirgs

Johr Tarletor died November 26, 1895, but some time was
reeded to complete the sale of the properties ard corvert the
estate irto available assets or irterest-bearirg securities,
Ir 1897 Mr, J. Collir George, the executor, turrned over a sum
amourtirg to some $85,000 to the trustees, Juige Thomas B.
Kirg, Courty Judge of Erath Courty, State Superirterdert J. H.
Carlisle, ard Goverror Charles A, Culbersor, who urdertook the
seleotior of a eite, The Stepherville College property oon=-
sistirg of six acres of lard or which was a two~story bulldirg
that had cost $6000 to build ir 1893, was purchased for the

2 This sum, together with the morey spert

low figure of $1.251.2
or improvemerts ard furriture, reduced the erdowmert to 375.000.25
The members of the board of trustees were divided ir opirior
as to how the school was to operates Goverroxr Culbersor ard the
State Superirterdert of Public Irstructior, row J. S. Kerdall,
mairtaired that ar academioc type school with full collegiate
curriculum was bests County Judge T, B. Kirg favored ar ire
dustrial achool where childrer could alterrate study with work

or. a school farm, the irstitutior to be partially supported by

22¢ Office of County Clerk, Erath.County, Vol.:53, ppe 153-154.

23e Cresson, P. B., OD. 2120, Pe 9.
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the farm products. The judge proposed the purchase of four
hurdred aores of lard for a school farm ard the equipmert
of cottsges for light housekeepirg by the studerts, the morey
to come from the irterest for ore year or the erdowmert furd,
But his proposal was defeated ard Tarletor was laurched as a
four-year college offerirg stardard bacocalaureate degroes.z4
With extersive advertisirg ir the rewspapers and school
jourrals to awaker irterest ir the rew school, Tarletor oper=
ed its doors ir the fall of 1899 with ar errollmert of 175,
The faculty was composed of the presidert, Dr, W. He Bruce,
ard three teachers, Mr, Harry MocIlharey, Miss Clara Bartholo-
mew, axd Miss Lily Pearl Porder, The buildirg, a two-atory
structure of wood, corsisted of three dowrstairs rooms ard ar
auditorium or the secord floor, which Dr. Bruce used as a
clasaroom, Miss Porder, ir her remiriscerces, speaks of the
operirg sessior thusi
There was a motley array of studerts, varyirng in
asge from ter to fifty years ard of all degreas of ir-
telligerce ard learrirg. No attempt was made to do
departmertal worki; herce each teacher taught a variety
of subjeats eses. I taught Latir, arithmetio, college
alzebra, Frglish, spellirg, arscrent hiator§s ard pere
haps other subjects which I do rot recall.
Misas Porder was also desigrated "Lady Prireipal™ ir 1902,
a positior which did rot carry with it a salary, but which was

ir additior to her regular worke

24. The Stepherville Empire, May 11, 1899.

26 Chamberlair, Lily Pearl, "Remiriscerces or the History
of Johr Tarletor College", Memorial Service, p. 77.
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After two years, a course of gtudy was prepared which
was irterded to begir where the public schools left off, The
followirg outlire from the catalogue of the college for the

yoar 1901~02 irdicates the type ard scope of the curriaulungs
Subject Number of Studerts
irg Courees
Spellirg 176
Physical Geography 11
Desoriptive Geography 34
Erglish @rammar 100
Compositior 40
Rhetorie 28
Erglish Literature 7
Americar Literature 16
Texas History 78
Urited States History 48
Gereral History 3b
Physiolozy. 11
Civil Goverrmert 14
Arithmetic 117
Elemertary Algebra 68
Higher Algsebra b9
Geometry 48
Plare Trigorometry 6
Aralytical Geometry 4
Latir. Grammar 78
Latir Authors 26
German 5
Frarch 2
Logie 3
Chemistry 3
History of Educatior 3
Geology 3
Bereficiaries

Siree 1t had beer Johr Tarletor's wish that urderprivie
leged astuderts might berefit from his erdowmert, a system was

evolved whereby poor studernts were giver their tuitior, the

26« Bruce, W. H., "Arrual Report to Trustees”, Msy 21, 1901.
(Oorigiral copy or file ir Registrar's Office of J. T. A, C.)



23

free use of books, and five dollars each quarter of two and a
half months. There were eighteen of these students and they
were known as "Banaficiaries".27
These "Beneficlaries" were boys and girls who were under
elghteen years of age, and were not able to pay their way through
school. They were selected from applications that were made to
the Board of Trustees or Directors. At first the selection was
not carefully done, and those who made non-interest-bearing notes
to the college promised to pay when they got the money. Sometimes
a period of from five to ten years elapsed before the money was
repaide These "Beneficiaries™ had to be of good moral character,
free from bad habits, and must have finished the public school
work at their home-town tu:zhool»z8
The remaining one hundred and fifty-seven students were
known as "Independents" and paid tuition at a rate of $2.50 and

$3.00 per monthe 22

New Buildings
In 1901-02 four new rooms were added to the building,
doubling its capacity. In 1902, Marston Science Hall, a
wooden structure, was built at a cost of $4500. In 1904
a third story was added to the main building, at a cost of
$2500, giving four additional classrooms to the school.

27. Bruce, We. He, Ope_ocit., p. 12.

28+ John Tarleton College Catalogue, Statement, 1913-14,
Pe 23

29 Bruce, W. H., op. git., pe 12«
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Also in this year, a purchase of two acres adjacent to the
campus was made at a cost of $1,200. Two streets which in-
tersected on this land were abandoned by the city of Stephen-
ville and donated to the college, thus giving Tarleton full
title to eight acres.?92

The library was not organized for the first two years,
but in 1901-02 six hundred volumes were recorded, two hundred
and fifty of which had been donated through the efforts of
the women of Stephenville. By 1905, the library listed twenty-
five hundred volumes. In 1935 there were eighteen thousand

volumes and in 1941 the total number was twenty thousand.29P

Later History as a Private School
The college endured many unfortunate experiences in its
first two decades of existence. During this time the average
tenure of office for the president was two years. The follow~

ing table indicates the rapid turnover in administrators:30

Name Date of Tenure
W. H. Bruce 1899-1900
B. E. Bramletite 1900-1906
Prank M. Martin 1906-~1908
Jo Do Sandefer 1908~1909
Eo D. Jennings 19”9"1911
Roswell W. Rogers 1911-1912
NN Y] UHQWlett 1912"1912
Ge J» Nunn 1912-1913
James F. Cox 1913~1917
James F. Cox (dean) 1917-1919

Such short terms handicapped all administrative and
educational policies attempted by the college. With the

29a. Pergonal Interview With Deam G. 0. Perguson, June 14,1941,
29b. Personal Interview With M. Bierschwale, June 14,1941,
30 Mamorial Service, p. 85.




frequert charges ir admirigtratior ard a decrease ir arrollmert,
accomparied by a sorrespordirg decrease ir reverue, the cost of
operatior became too heavy for the firareial resources, With
mary objectiors, but ro firarcial aid, from the citizers of
Stepherville, the board of trustees, durirg the admiristratior
of Presidert Sardefer, oharged the sechool ir 1908 to & jurior

eollege ir order to lower the cost of operatior,

The Work Offered
There were three lires of work offered ir 1909 to meet the
various demards of the studerts. They appeared as follows ir
the 1908«09 College Cataloguezal

Pirst, a college course that:

1. Provides a good gereral educatior,
equips for good citizership, a use-
ful life ir soclety ard strergthers
charaater,

2¢ Provides a thorough preparatior for
the professiors, e. g+ law, medicire,
ergireerirg, eta.

3s Carefully articulates with stardard
uriversity courses leadirg to the
degrees Be. Aes, B. S., ard B. Lit,ww=
closely reproducirg presceribed courses
of the Uriversity of Texas.

Segord, suech cultural ocourses as:

1+ Musioc, oratory ard art are provided
for those who have time, mears ard
talert, Every effort is made to pro-
vide the equipmert ard irstruetior
ir these particular brarches.

2. Shorthard, bookkeepirg, ard typewritirg
for those who expect to reed these arts
ir their lire of work ir life.

3¢ A thorough course ir marual trairirg with a
good supply of tools ard lathes ard other
equipmert usually fourd ir a first class shop.

3l. Johr Tarletor Catalogue, Statemert for 1908-09.
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Third, a three year preparatory course that has
for its purpose and scope:
l. A thorough high schoel sourse, better
work and shorter time than it could be
done in High School or public schools.
2, Viork especially fitted to prepare teachers.

But financial troubles continued and the situation was
not greatly altered by the change to Junior college standing.
Faculty members were reduced in number, salaries fell months
in arrears, the endowment fund had been reduced to $63,500,
the maintenance fund was overdrawn, and students were reluce
tant to enroll in a college with a doubtful future,

There had heen five presidents in the five years follow-
ing the change to junior college rank, when James F, Cox took
office in 1913, His own words best deseribe the situation:

I cen never forget the opening day of the
s8ession of 1913«14, my first year as president
of the institutions It was held, of course, in
the auditorium of the old frame building fthat
had besn erected by the lMcIllhansys. Thers were
probably 150 people present that morning, and
while the exerclses were in progress it rained.
The roof was in such bad repalr that those pres-
ent had difficulty finding a dry place in the
auditoriums The enrollment that first day ae
mounted to about sixty pupils. We had gotten
together a good faculty, however, and by hard
work and much care the student body had enrolled
about 150essseMuch credit is also due to the lo=
cal boardsessseThis faculty and this board possie
bly cooperated as no faculty and board ever ba-
fore. iany times the faculty would he asompelled
to do without their salary checks for thres oxr
four months at a time, and the board would borrow
the money in order to pay. the teachers. This
money bhorrowed was guarantezd by the bggrd and
meant & great responsibility for thom.

32+ Cox, James F., "Addreass", Memorial Service, pp. 22«23,
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An experienced school man, President Cox struggled for
several years with the situation &as he found it and then un-
dertook to ?emady matters by herolo means. Realizing that
the dsy of the private college was passing, he believed the

logical solution of the problem was for Tarleton to unite with

the Texas Agricultural and Mechaniocal College at College Stae
tion, He saw no need for an additional liberal arts college,
there being six such state colleges and thelmniversity,then
in Operationozs |

Weat Central Texas had been settled largely by farmers,
and Erath County, being an agricultural distrioct looated in
the cross timbers of this part of Texas, was a natural site
for a oollege which would offer tralning in agricultural,
mechanical, and related sclences.

President Cox had‘consulted with Senator Walter Woodard,
Representative Henry Clark and Governor J. B« Ferguson, and
had received their approval of his plan to have Tarleton made
a branch of the Agricultural and Mechanical College. He then
consulted Dr. We. B. Biszell, President of the Agricultural and
Mechanical College, who expressed himself as being favorable
to the movements Arrangements were discussed and proposed to
some of the leading citizens of Erath County. Later at an
open mesting for the people of Lrath County, ocalled by Presi-
dent Cox, thirty-~two acres were donated to the campus and

$75,000 cash was raised to meet the terms that had been

33. Texas Almanag, (1925 Rdition), p. 229.
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stipulated in the arrangements.

After 211 provisions had been met, John Tarleton College
became a branch of the Agricultural and Mechanical College by
an act of the Thirty-fifth Legislalure, on February 20, 1917,
under Senate Bill Number 598. Under this act, the school be-
csme known as John Tarleton .igricultural College, control was
vested in the Board of Directors of the Agricultural and Me-
chanical College, the President of the Agricultural and Me-
chanical College became President of John Tarleston igricul-
tural College, and ir, Cox became resident administrator with
the title of Dean of the institutions. By vote of the citizens
of Zrath County, all buildings, grounds, general equipment,
and funds of the college were transferred to the State of Texas.

When Dean Cox left Tarleton in 1919, the school was on a
sound financial basis with a growing enrollment. His successor,
Dean John Thomas Davis, is the present incumbents It is gener-
ally oconceded that to these two administrators is due, in great-
eat part, the sucsess of Tarleton.

Dean Davis brought to Tarleton a background of broad ex~
perience and sound politiess He had taught in tras rural schools
and had served as superintendent of county schools. He hal
taught on the faculties of Texas Agricultural and Mechanical
College, College of Industrial Arts (now renamed Texas State
College for Women), the University of Texas, and George Peabody
Colleges Among numerous high offices he has filled are those

34, Cox, James F., Ope _0_:!.3-, P. 24.
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of President of Southern Association of Colleges and 3econdary
Schools, President of Texas Association of Junior Colleges,
President of American Association of Junior Colleges, and Presi-
dent of West Texas Chamber of Commerce, He has written a number
of articles for state and national publications and is the author

of the books, Common ‘ords - How to Spell Them, and The Davis

S_g?ll éXre

Changea in Curricula of the College

In 1899, three ocourses of study were offered leading to
the A, B., B. S., and B, Lit. degrees. Subjects included in
each curriculum were prescribed by the faculty, and the gcan=-
didate for graduation was required to complete the prescribed
four-year course., The curricula reflected the influence of
traditions in curricula formation. There was a tendency on
the part of all colleges to be conservative and to include
subjects suoh as Latin because of traditional practice. Edu-
cation was considered incomplete without the knowledge of
classical languages. It was believed that a college education
should provide for a general education, strengthen chareacter,
and equip for good oitizenship and usefulness in society. The
aims were, aocording to the catalogue, to prepare students for
practical activities in life and professional work. No elec-
tives were permitted outside a particuler curriculum. The
student was not thought to have enough knowledge to guide him
in choosing the electives for a curriculum.

It was in 1909, the year that Tarleton was reduced to
junior sollege rank, that a break with the traditional curri-



culum began. The student was permitted a number of electives,
a trend toward practical subjects was shown, and the curricu-
lum was re-organized to meet the broadened needs of the indi=-
viduals of the new generation.

In 1909 the instruction included four years of high-school
and two years of college work. Only one course of study was
offered and it was designed to conform to the University of

Texas courses leading to the A. B, degree,35

To graduate it
was necessary to complete ten college courses.

In 1918 there came another re-organization to correlate
Tarleton's work with that of Agricultural and Mechanical College.
The Act which created the college a branch of Agricultural and
Mechanical College stipulated that the college should be co-ed=-
ucational and should offer four-year courses, beginning with
the junior year in a four-year high school and including the
sophomore year of a standard four-year college.56 The demands
of the student body for a wider range of subjects were met by
the college with curricula in Home H¥conomics, General Agronomy,
Soclial Science, and Music. The next year courses in Agricul-
tural Ynglish, Agricultural Administration, Veterinary Medicine,
Industrial Arts, ®nglish, and Business Administration were added.
By 1929, courses in Rural Education, Liberal Arts, Pre-lLaw, Land-

scape Art, Agricultural Teaching, Mechanical ¥ngineering, and

Architectural “ngineering had been added. Courses in Journalism,

35« John Tarleton Colleg3 Catalogue, 1909-1910, p, 11.

36, Senate Bill Ro., 598 of the Thirty-fifth Legislature,
February 20, 1917«
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Publie Speaking, Farm Mechanics, Dairy Farm Mansgement, Poultry
Management, Pescan Culture, and General Farm Management were added
in 1920.

Although the college was intended primarily as an asgricule
tural and mechanical school, authority was granted the institution
to offer instruction in other branches, In 1920 the college de-
aided to offer instruction for the training of teachers. In this
yoear Tarleton was given the privilege of offering the couraes re~
quired for teachers' certificates by the State Department of Zdu-
cation and the teacher~training curriculum was formulated. Four
gouuses in Bdusation had been offered in 1917, these being taught
by one teacher, but in 1920 the department was so expanded that
the services of three teacners wers necessary. In 1940, the edu-
cation courses numbered ten and there were three teachers in the

department.37

Changes in Status of Professional Standards

The demand for better trained teachers aceompanied the
development of the college and its changing objectives. The
college struggled to attain the standards set by recognized ac~-
crediting agencies.

In 1899, one teacher with a Doctor's degree, two teachers
with the Bachelor's degres, and one teasher with no degree com-
prised the faculty. From 1903 to 1921 the eollege operated with

no Doctor's degree among the faculty. Tn 1917 there was a re-

37, Bulletin of the John Tarleton Agricultural College,
Volume XXITY, Wo. 10, June 15, 1940.
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organization of the faculty. By 1921 there were one Dostor's
degree, eleven Master's degrees, nineteen Bachelor of Arts and
Bachelor of Science degrees, and nine teachers without degrees.
The per cent of Master's degrees was raised to twenty-seven and
the per cent of those holding no degree was reduced from sixty-
four which it had been in 1916 to twenty-threes By 1931 only
fourteen per cent held no degree and these were highly specialized
vocational mens In this year, 1931, there were three Doctor's
degrees, thirty-one Master's degrees, twenty-four Bachelor's de~
grees, and nine without degrees., Among the sixty instructors of
John Tarleton College in 1941 four held Doctor's degrees, thirty-
eight held Master's, and eighteen held Bachelor's.

The diagram below shows the growth in students and faculty
members from the date of establishment until Tarleton became a

state 1natitution:88

Year Pupils Teachers Assigtants
1899-1900 1756 4 0
1900-01 165 4 0
190102 181 6 0
1902~-03 243 8 2
1903«04 327 9 2
1904-05 303 10 2
19056-06 283 10 1
1906-07 197 10 o
190708 141 12 0
190809 287 11 0
1909=~10 211 10 0
1910-11 312 11 0
191112 327 11 ¢}
1912-13 371 12 0
1913=-14 342 12 0
1914-16 396 12 0
1916-16 307 11 0
1916-17 264 13 0

3Mae Report‘gg,the,state Board of Examiners, 1940, p. 8.

580 Oresson, P. Bo, 220 Cit., Pe 9
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Changes in Administration

The changes in administration of the college have heen
many, By the terms of Tarleton's will, the govermnment of the
college was vested in the Governor of Texas, the State Super-
intendent of Public Insiruotion, and the County Judge of Erath
County, At that time, these administrators, Governor C. A.
Culberson, State Superintendent, J. He Carlisle, and County
Judge Thomas B. King, could not very well keep in touch with
local conditions because of the remoteness of two of them from
Stephenville. A local financial agent was elected to manage
finanges., On July 18, 1915, under a suit instituted by Judge
King to remove the trustees named under terms of the will, the
court ruled the new board would consist of local eitizens, no
member t0 serve over s8ix years and with new appointments made
every two years., When Tarleton became a branch of Agricultural
and Mechsnical College, the control was vested in the Board of
Directors of Agricultural and Mechanical College. The change
could be made only by a decree of the district court of Erath
County, and on March 3, 1917, L. C. Sellers was appointed re-
ceiver until the authority was taken over by the State of Texas.
The final transfer of administration was effected by the Thirty-
fifth Legislature. The policies and government are now controlled

by the Board of Directors of Agricultural and Mechanical College.59

Paculty Changes
From 1899 until 1912, all administrative work was under the
president. As late as 1912 he registered the students and collect-

©9+ Senate Bill No. 598, op. gcit.
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fees. In 1912, certain faculty members were designated as
aiministrative officers such as the Librarian, the Chaperone,
and Lady Prindipal of the Dormitory. In 1914, a social com~
mittes, a sick student committee, and an absence committee were
organized,

In 1918, Mrs. Lily Pearl Chamberlain was designated by
Dean Cox as "Adviser to Women", She was a member of the first
faoulty and was the first "Lady Prineipel™ and the first Dean
of Women after 1917, In 1917, Mr. S. F. Davis was made Comman~
dant of the Military Corps. In 1920 Mr. George 0Olllie Ferguson
became assistant Dean, and until the present date he aots as a
diseiplinarian and counsellor, although his duties, other than
teaching, are not listed in the catalogue. In an interview in
1941, Mr. PFerguson indicated that his duties official and other-
wise included the following activities:

l. Assoclate Dean

2. Dean of Faculty

3. Acting Dezn in the Dean's absence

4. Professor of Eoonomies, Sociology, Journalism,
Higtory, Government, and Business Administration

6. Heed of the Division of Arts and Solences

6, Chairman of Discipline Committee

7. ERditor-of Tarleton bulletins

8. TFeoulty advisor to Student Council

9, Miscellaneous dutlies too numerous to put in print

The presext eombined office of Registrar-Personnel Chair-
man was inagurated in 1923 by Dean J. T. Davis and has been

kopt, with some slight modification, to the present day.4°

40. John Tarleton %gricultural 0011050 Catalogues for
years 1912, 1914, 1917, . .
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Changes in Student Discipline

The first mention of the present demerit Bysteﬁ and of the
book of regulations known as the *Purple Book" is found in the
catalogue of 1917-1918, This booklet, three inches by four inch-
@3, consists of twenty-five pages, in whisch the school authorities
preface the regulations by the statement that the rules are in-
tended to be constructive rather than restrictive., The "Academic
Regulations™ stipulate a student must show certification of recent
vaceination, The registration days, requirements for passing sube
jects, and lists of penalties for infraction of discipline are also
in this section. One of the offenses is stated as "drinking and
bootlegging intoxicating ligours™, The word "bootlegging®™ 1s not
found in later "Purple Books™, "Willful disobedience™ is designated
a8 a misdemeanor, This infraction has not been mentioned in editions
published sinse 1935.

There were four degrees of offences rating four, six, eight,
and ten demerits according to the seriousness of the offence. Uni-
forms for all young men were required in 1917. The book slosed with
a page of "College Nuggets"™, some ten axioms and bits of advice to
students.

In 1933 a small volume, five by six inches, was igsued cover-
ing forty-one pages of which "dining hall regulations™ and nawards"
cover several pages. The list of "dining hall™ privileges and a-
buses would indicate there had developed a need for student regu-
lations.

The rules for athletic awards for men stipulated that the

student meet the college scholastic requirements, be registered
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for at least twelve semesater hours of work, and not miss more

than six days soholastiq work on any playling trip. Participants

in football, basketball, baseball, track, tennis, and golf esould
rate the official college letter. The college letter was awarded
to girls on a point system, four hundred points being required

for a letter, One hundred points were given for earning a place

on any class team in basketball, volleyball, indoor baseball, or
tennis; and two hundred points were awarded to members of the
hiking squad, PFifteen pointes were granted for keeping firat hygiene
month and thirty points for each succeeding month; five points were
given for each "A"™ in physical training and an extra ten for a se-
mester "A", Points were given for outdoor sports such as swimming
and skating, aceording to the time used, and one hundred points
were given to the highest six members on the rifle team.

Military awards were not anumerated as they were under the
Jurisdiction of the commandant. The non-athletic non-military a-
Wards were glven debale team members, oratory representatives,
worthy members of the "GRASSBURR" staff, stook-Jjudging teams and
intercollegiate play team representatives. Distinguished students
were presented with scholarshlp awards.

The "Purple Book"™ algo prohibited "mixed dancing™ or smoking
on the gampus or in builldings. Girls under twenty-one had to have
their parents' permission to go swimming. This rule astill applies
but it is not siriatly enforced as there are no college swimming
facilities. TFmphasis was laid on the right of the student to ap~
peal %o the Dean for reconsideration of punishment that had been

assigned or to complain against mistreatment by faculty members
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or fellow students.

By 1936 a great reduction in the number of general rules
resulted in a small book containing some nine pages., Beginning
that year regulations were outlined on bulletin boards placed
in the halls of the various departments, governing students doing
gghool work in their departments: so only a small book covering
general regulations was found necessary« The commandant was to
claesify offences against the rules and determine the number of
demerits given in each instance., In the 1926 "Purple Book" clubs
were classified as "Sooclial®™ and "Non-social™ and regulations
governing them covered twolpages in this booklet. No organization
of students was to be formed without the consent of the Dean and
a 1list of the clubs approved up to that time was inoluded in the
"Purple Book", Ko student was allowed to belong to more than one
gocial club though he might belong to seversl non-social clubs.
No stipulation was given as to the age of the student for entry.

Students permitted by the Dean to do light housekeeping were
subjeoct to all rules pertaining to boarding students and a para-
graph was dedicated to other regulations concerning them.

The greatest conoeaslons in this revision of the rules and
regulations were those permitting cigarette smoking and dancing,
this college being the last state-supported institution in Texas
to abandon regulations against these asctivities.

At the present time the discipline of the sckecl ie adminis~
tered from the Personnel office on the demerit basis. Each stu-
dent 1s allowed fifty demerits a semester, and the acquisition of an
exce8s o0f this number ususlly results in suspension for the re~

mainder of the semester. The Dean of Men keeps & record of the
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boys" demerits and the Dean of Women a recoxrd of the girls’,
When the student receives as many as thirty demerits, he is
called in for a oonference and a warnings At the same time,
his parents are notified by letter of the number of demerits
received. Cadet officers, as well as instruetors, are re-
quired to report delinguencies. The attached form was taken
from the records kept in the office and indicate the method of
handling and recording. The student is reported by a faculty

member or by a cadet on one of the forms below.
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Summary

John Tarleton College opened its doors for its first school
year in the fall of 1899 with an enrollment of 175 and a faculty
of four including the President. For the first ten years it of-
fered college work toward baccalaureate degrees, but in 1909,
due to a dearease in enrollment and a corresponding decrease in
revenue, the college began to offer only Jjunior college work in
order to reduce the cost of operation. It remained a Jjunior
college during the rest of its existence as a private institution,
As a state-supported college it continued to offer only freshman
and junlor courses in college work.

Despite Tarleton's troubles in maintaining student enroll-
ment during its exlstence as a private college, it did steadily
inerease in bulldings and equipment. An annex was added to the
original building, doubling the number of classrooms. Still
later more rooms were made avallable when a new story was added.
Marston Hall was built during this same period of private owner-
ship. Also within the five years after its founding the college
had quadrupled the number of volumes in its library.

The growth of Tarleton after it beceme a branch of the
Texas Agriculturel and Mechanical College brought changes in the
administration system. It was necessary to enlarge the Dean of
Students’ office into what is now known as the Registrar-Personnel
Department and to establish the offices of Dean of Women and Dean
of Men under this department. Rules and regulations increased
with the growth of the college until 1934 when they formed a
complex little booklet. 1In 1935 the "Purple Book" was reduced
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to a fourth of its former size, and the special rules pertaining
to particular departments were left out of the general rules and
were posted only on college bulletin boards.

John Tarleton College has been in existence forty~two years
at the time of this writing and has functioned @8 a private senior
college, a private junior college, and a state-supported Jjunior
college. Its progress during the first two decades of 1ts history
was unsteady, but since it became a state college, its growth has
been continuous in student enrollment, faculty personnel, and ad-

ministrative organization.



CHAPTER IV
THE COLLEGE TODAY

The Location of the College

Stephenville, Texas, where John Tarleton Agricultural
College is located, is a typical West Central Texas town of
some four thousand and five hundred inhabitants, Built along
the traditional lines of the small town, it has a court-house
square at its center; the business section clusters about the
four blocks which surround the square; and the residential
section, with its occasional churches and schools, shades out
into the more sparsely settled farm area.

Stephenville owns its water works, has a chamber of com-
merce, energetic civic~social groups, and a thriving newspaper.
Its residents, aware of the value of the college to the town,
have supported the inatitution's policies and endeavored to
promofe its progress,as is evidenced in their contribution of
$75,000 when Tarleton became a state-supported college.

The surrounding county of Brath is largely agricultural.
The sandy loam is suited to the growing of vegetables, corn,
cotton, fruit and small grains. Stock-réising. and in recent
years, poulitry-ralsing, are leading industries. The topography
is well suited for the practical and experimental work of an

agricultural institution.

-d] -
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Rating
John Tarleton College is now in its twenty-fourth annual

session as a branch of the Agricultural and Mechanicel College
of Texas. It has been given the highest rating attainable by

a Texas Junior College, as evidenced by its admission into the
Assogiation of Colleges and Sesondary Schools of the Southern
States ebtalned in 1926, and into the Association of Ameriecan
Junior Colleges in 1921. Pull recognition and evaluation of
credits are given by any of the colleges throughout the nation.
It has the distinotion of being the largest state junior college
in the United States, and ranks tenth in collegiate enrollment
among all junior aolleges in the United States.4l

Organizations and Objectives

John Tarleton College is organized and administered on
the basls of a four~year unit, embracing the last two years
of the standard secondary achool and the first two years of
college. This four-year unit was evolved through an effort
to provide an effeotive organization covering the four years
of upper adolessence in human development.

Four particular objectives furnish the aims and purposes
of this unit of organization and administration, as 2blloun:42

4l. Bulletin of the John Tarleton Agricultural College,
Vol. XXII. ﬂo. IU’ ﬁnﬂB, 1955. Ps 1.

42, Bulletin of the John Tarleton Agricultural College,
Vol. XXII. No. T, March 15, 1939, p. 21.




1, To maintain in the most effective manner
poasible the traditional cultural and academic
courses through the secondary period of education,
and leading toward the A. B. degree.

2+ To maintain efficiently through this
perilod engineering, agricultural, and other techni-
cal courses leading toward the B. S. degree in the
various technical vocations and professions.

3e T0 maintain semi-technical courses which
mey be completed within the upper secondary period
of educations.

4, To maintain short vocational courses for
those who must enter industry before completing
the longer and more technlcal courses,

Curriculum

John Tarleton offers one of the most diversified curri-

cula to be found among the junior colleges in Texas, The

college offers standard academic courses for the first two

yoars of college work and vocatlional, professional and semi=-

professional subjects in business administration, agriculture,

engineering, home economics, fine arts, Journalioem, law, medi-

cine, teaching, and nursings The following list of subjects

is from the 193940 currieulum:43

Department of Agriculture

Agricultural Engineering
101, 102+ Auto Mechanics
104+ PForging
301, 302+ Auto Mechanics Course
203, 304, Diesel Engines
307, 308. Forging
311, 3l12. Farm Buildings
2
23%: 3&&8 EggfgeBuildings
402, Farm Machinery

43 « Bulletin of the John Tarleton Agricultural College,

Vol. XXII, No. 10, June 15, 1939,



403, 404. Diesel Engine Overhaul

407, Auto Mechanics Course

409, Hlectric Welding

412, Automotive Machinery

414, Machine Shop

415, 416. Machine Shop

425, 426, Farm Shop

405, 406 Airplane Construation,
Repair and Overhaul

301, Crop Production
303, Cotton Classing
403, Soils

Industrial Teaching
101, 102, Woodwork
303, 304 Yood Turning
305, 306+ Woodwork
307, 308, Woodwork
309, 310 Industrisl Teaching
313+ Bench lWork in Wood
314, Cabinet Making
316« Woodwork for Girls
401, 402, Cabinet Making
407. Care of Shop Zquipment
405, 406. Woodwork
407, 408. Woodwork

Animel Produoction
201. Feeding
303¢ General Animal Husbandry
3104 Meats
401, Market Classes and Grades of Live Stock
402, Breeds of Farm Animals

Dairy Husbandry
31l: Dairying
402+ Dairying
405, Adveanced Dairying
406+ Animal Diseases
408 Animal Parasites
410+ Dairy Husbandry
420, Sanitation

Horticulture and Entomology
31l. Plant Propagation
312, Home Gardening
313, 314. Nut Culture
401. Plant Propagation
402, Vegetable Gardening
410. RNut Culture
416. General Entomology
418. Insecticides and Their Application



Poultry Husbandry
302, Farm Poultry
308, 304, OCommercial Egg Fearming
306 Incubation and Brooding
405. Turkey Production
408, Poultry Farming
456, Poultry Sanitation

Vet oerlnary Medicine
406, Animal Diseasss
408, Animal Parasites

Agricultural Zducation
411, 412, Rural Leadership

Department of Biology

301, 302, General Botany

303, 304. Nature Study

306, General Botany

307, 308. Physilology

401, 402. General Zoology

403, Introductory Basteriology
406, Introductory Bacteriology

Deopartment of Business Administration

201, 202, Bookkeeping

206, 206s Typewriting

207, 208, Business Correspondence and Office
Practice

301, 302 Accounting

408. O0Office Practice

303, 204, Shorthand and Typewriting

401, Banking

402, Cost Accounting

403, 404. Accounting

409, Business Law

Department of Chemistry

301, 302+ General Collsge Chemistry
203, 304+« General Chemistry
401, 402. Organic Chemistry
306. General Geology

306, Historical Geology
421. Photographic Chemistiry
407. Qualitative inalysis
408. Quantitative Analysis
410. Quantitative Analysis
416 Agricultural Chemistry
417. Agricultural Analysis
414, Technical Analysis

45
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Depariment of Zconomics, Sociology, and Journslism

301
403,
405,
412,
401,
402,
401,

Agricultursal Roonomics
Principlses of Eoonomies
406+ Principles of Economios
Agricultural Beonomics
Introduction to Social Problems
Introductory Rural Sociology
402+ News 'riting and Reporting

Department of Bdugation

301
302,

313,
401,

402,
403,
421,
4224

General Hducational Psychology

Materials and Methods of Teaching in the
Blementary Grades
314, Drawing, Writing and Art Appreciation
Methods of Teaching in the Rural High
School

Methouds of Rural High School Administration
404, Curriculum Construction

Introduction to Psychology

Business Psyshology

Depariment of Engineering

801,
307,
309,
811,
415,
421,
411.
412,
4224
301,
3124
401,
405,
413,
414.
412,

302+ Architectural Drawing
308. History of Architecture
310, Freehand Drawlng
312 Freehand Drawing
416+ History of Architecture
422, Architectural Construetion
Plane Surveying
Plane Surveying
Railroad Surveying
308+ Mechanical Drawing
Descriptive Geometry
402 Mechanical Drawing
406+ Topographic Drawing
Electricity and Magnetism
Elementary H®lectirical Engineering
302+ ZEngineering Problems
Engineering lechanies

Department of English

101,
201,

401.
406.

102. sAmerican Literature
202, BEnglish Literature

302, GCrammar and Composition

lish
402. BEpnglish Literature
Grammar
Literature and Composition
Argumentation



D_o_gartment g_g Fine Arts

Applied Musio
Beginners' Course: Plano, Violin, Yoice,

Band
Preparatory Coursesa: Plano, Violin, Voice,
Band
101, 102, High School Credit (Piano, Voioce,
‘ Violin)
201, 202, High School Credit (Piano, Voice,
Violin)
301, 302, Junior Class (Pian?, Violin, Voice,
' Band
401, 402. Senior Class (Piano, Voice, Violh,
Band)

Music Theory
301, 302. Harmony
303, 304, HMusic History
3056, 306s OSight-singing and Rar-training
307, 308, Condusting '
309, Instrumental Technigue
3lle Methods cf Teaching Piano
401, 402, Harmony
403, 404. Keyboard Harmony
405, 406 Sight-singing and Ear-training
407, 408. Forms and Anslysis

Public Sghool Music
301, 02 Publie Sehool Music Methods
401, 402, Public School Music Methods

Ensemble Music
Band
i, 302, Little Symphony Orchestra
301, 302, Chorus

101, 102, Art, Preparatory Course
201, 202, Art, Preparatory Course
301, 302. Art, Conservatory Course
401, 408. Art, Conservatory Course

Department of History and Government

108, TFedersl and Texas Constitutions
201, 202 American History

301, 302. Modern Europe

303, Texss History

309, 310, History of England

401, 402. History of the United 3tates
413. PFederal and Texas Government

414. Comparative Government
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Department of Home Economios

201,
302,
307,
301.
401,
402,
3054
301a

301 a.

305.
401.
301«
305«
401,

202+

Home Hoonomics for High 3chool Students

Household Management

Home RXconomics for Men

Textiles

Costume Design

Dregsmaking and Design

Choice, Care, and Cost of Clothing
Desgign

Design

Public School Airt

Home Decoration ' ‘
Prineiples of Food Preparation and Hutrition
General Course in Cooking and Serving

Home Cooking and Serving

Deperiment of Mathematics

107, 108« Algabra

101, 102.

201.
202.
321,
3381l
332w
401,

Plane Geometry

S0lid Geometry
Arithmetic

S22,

College Algebra

Plane Triganometiry
Analytic Geomelry

402+«

Differential and Integral Caloulus

Department of Military Science

101,
201,
301,
401,

102«
202,
302e
402«

Milltary Science
Military Science
lilitary Science
Military Science

Department ggAModern Languages

201,
301,
401,
411,
301,
401,
301,
401,

202«
08«
402+
412«
3084«
4024
302«
4024«

Spanish Grammar and Composition
Beginners' Spanish for Juniors
Spanish Grammar and Composition
Grammar, Conversatlion and Reading
Beginners® French for Juniors
Prench lleading

German

German

Department of Physies

201,
401,

202,
402,

Phyealcs
College Physics

Department of Physical Education

3064
310.

Community and School Recreating
Theory and Practice of Coaching
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806, 306, Physical TRduoation
409, 410. Physical “ducation
301, 302s Physical Xducation
401, 402. Physical Zducation
405, 406, Basket-Ball, Tennis, Golf, and Volley~Ball

Department of Spesch

301, 302 PFundamentals of Speech

403, 404. Oral Interpretation

401, 403, Public Spesking

407, 408. Dramatiec Produstion

409, Argumentation

Private Lessons in Expression
Personnel

The administration of the sollege is operated by a staff
of twenty-three administrators, headed by Dr, T. 0. Walton, the
Pregident of Agricultural and Meohanicsal College of Tex=s, The
immediate direction of the college is delegated to the Dean, who
is chairman of the faculty and custodian of the college property,
The nine people who serve on the Board of Direstors of Agricule
tural and Mechanlcal College act as the Board of Directors for
John Tarleton Agricultural College. The faculty for 1939-40 con-
sisted of sixty-six members and the student body for that calen=-
dar year numbered 1645,

The management 0f the school under a combination Reglstrar=-
Personnel office was introduced in 1923 by Dean Davis when he ap~-
pointed Mr. J. Fred Horn as Registrar and Commandant. In 1932
Mary Hope Westbrook was designated Assistant Registrar and Dean
of Women. These registrars’ contacts iith the students were

chiefly disciplinary. In 1934 Gebe W. Lewis became the first
"Dean of Men and Assistant Registrar™ c¢f John Tarleton Agricul-

tural College. The Registrar and two assistant registrars, the
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Dean of Men and Dean of Women, together with thelr sassistants,
compose the Reglstrar-~Personnel offige., They do the register-
ing end counselling of students, The discipline of the gollege
i1s centered here, also, the ordinaxy cases being handled by the
Dean of Men and Dean of omen, who turn the more complex casges
over %0 the Registrar, who is Dean of Students.

Student delinquenaiss are reported by cadet officers, and
instructors on forms furnished by the college., The namaes are
placed on a list of delinquencies which 1s posted on a bulle-
tin board, If the studenis make acceptable explanations withe
in two days, thelr names are crossed out, Otherwise they are

listed in the demerit book.

Clubs

The sociel sctivities of the student body are controlled
Jointly by the students and by the Personnel department, which
is included in the Registrar's office. The Dean of the College,
the Dean of Men, and the Dean of Women assist the student lead-
ers in the preparation of their plans and advise with them on
all student problems, The Student Council is the most important
student organization, as it funetions in student administration
and discipline. The council members are proposed by the faculty
from ranking students. The nemes of these outstanding students
ane then submitted to Dean Davis, who passes on them and presents
the list to the student body for slection. Twelve members compose
the organization, and while possessing little administrative au-
thority, they form a link of interrelationship between faoulty and
gtudent body.
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The sooial clubs such as Tejas Club, Dragons, Vikings,
Sui~den, Lords and Commoners Club, Les Lunettes, and Los Ca~-
balleros are less than twenty in number and have an aversge
membership of eighteen, They are organized for companionsehip
and enjoyment and ald in sooclaliging the student. The non-
sogial clubs are chiefly departmental such as, the Officers'
Club, Pre=Law Club, Presa Club, Engineers' Club, and dramatic
groups, and draw their members from students who have a mutusl
set of interestis. These clubs often call in speakers who are
authorities in their respective fields, Each olub, whether
social or non-sogial, is allowed one social affair a term to
which they may invite guestis. The soclal clubs are worthy
and democratie institutions and fill recognized needs in the
soglal 1ife of the students.

Loan Funds and Endowment Funda 44

There are several student loan funds, besides Tarleton's
bequest, which aggregate $66,778 in principal. In keeping with
the spirit of the original ﬁequest from John Tarleton, his en-
dowment was gonverted into a student loan fund when the college
wag taken over by the state in 1917, this fund being used to
assist students who might otherwise be deprived of an edusation.
The fund asmounts to $133,000.00, which, with the other amount
of $66,778 brings the total school loan fund to $199,778.00,

The student loans are offered under what is known aas the

school's "New Deal" plan. Loana are made covering tuition and

44, Bulletin of the John Tarleton Agricultural College,
Yol., XXII, Wovember 1B, 1D959. KQ. 3, Ps £3.
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fees, room and board (only students living or eating on the
eampus), books and uniforms. The loan is made on all or any
of the different expenses that the student .feels he cannot pay
in lump sum and payment is mede in five equal 1nstallments,
the first being due the day he registers, In the report of the
Business Manager of John Tarleton College for the year 1939-1940
the loan fund showed that $144,063.0? had been invested in bonds
or securities and that $55,715.92 in cash had been deposited in
the bank of which $7,950 was borrowed by students.
Student Publicationa4b

The "J~TAC" is the college paper published by the student
body once a week during the nine months term, I%¥s purpose is
to keep the fegulty and students indormed about the business
and social life on the campus and to give a few outstandipg
events of world importance from week to week. All students
are encouraged to subscribe to the "J-TAC"™ as the activity fee
does not cover the cost of subscription.

The "GRASSBURR" 1s the college yearbook. It is a publica-
%ion preparoed by the senior class for the purpose of recording
the life of the college student. It serves the student in his
future'years as & reminder of his hours spent on the Tarleton
Campus. R®very student is encouraged to buy a "GRASSBURR".

Bach year the faoulty sponsors of the "J-TAC" and "GRASS~-
BURR" melect for each position on the staffs two of the studentis
who have been working as assistants on the publications during the

yoar., While no student may run for a position on both publications,

45. Bulletin of the John Tarleton Agricultural College,
Vol., XXII, Werch 15, 1939, Noe 7.
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he may be a candidate for a staff position on either the "J«TAC"
or the "GRASSBURR" even though his work during the year has been
on the other publication.

The list of these names ltogether with the names of others
who, feeling able to work on one of the staffs, would like to
declare candidacy for some particular office is then submitted
for approval to the English depariment and sent from there to
the Reglstrar-Personnel office for thelr approval, The list is
then given to the Dean, after whose approval it is published
and posted, Pinal selection of staff members is made through
their election by the student body, approximately two wecks
after the approval of the candidates by the Dean. No compensa-
tion or ceredit is given to any of the staff members of either
publication other than award of the school letter for outstand-

ing work,

Discipline

A book of rules and regulations, known a8 the Purple Book,
is published by the college, and each student, when he enters,
is supplied with a copy. The college uses military discipline
and the demerit system.

The earliest statement concerning discipline is found in
the first set of printed rules and reguletions as published in
the first catalog of the college 1issued in 1903-04.

Government

Prompt and cheerful obecdience is required of all,
and we insist that our students shall be ladies and
gentlemen, in their conduot and bearing; that they
shall be diligent in study, prompt and regular in at=
tendance on all prescribed exercises - glass, chapel,
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and examinationSeesssefhile the purpose of the school
will be to instill correct principles and oreate good
habits in the student, it will never be in any sense
a reformatory, ¥No one of vicious or depraved morals
will be admitted, and no one whose influense is found
to be demoralizing to other students will be retained
in school. '‘then a student 1g found to be unable to
do the work required or to be incorrigibly indolent,
his guaigian will be requested to withdraw Lim from
school,

In 1906 the college included the following statement:
Ko one of vicious or depraved morals will be admitted,
and no one whose influence is found to be demoralizing
to other students will be retained in school., TUnder
this head are ineluded habitual cigarette smoigrs,
swearers, and those who use obsoane language.

The same general outline of disciplinary polisy was included
in each catalog until 1915~16s4 In that year the catalog stated
umder the heading "Discipline", the following requirements:

Three things are required of all students: Pirst, ragu-
larity of attendance: Second4 proper deportment; Third,
that they make their grades. 8

Today the offenses have been enumerated in more detail in
the Purple Book and in the departmental supplements to the Purple
Books The college authoritiss also reserve the right to discipline
the student for any act of impropriety though 1t ia not specifically

given in thé Purple Book:%49Penalties were 1isted as being demerits,

reprimand, confinement to the limits of the campus, deprivations
of privilege, probation, permitied resignatvion, suspension, reduc-

tion to ranks, required withdrawal, or dismissal,.

464 John Tarleton Catalog, 1903-04, p. 8.

47, John Tarleton Catalog, 1906-07, pe. 20.

48, John Tarleton Catalog, 1916-16, p. 26.
49, Purple Book, Vol, XXII, Sept. 1, 1938, p. 10.
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The following are typical examples of demerits received for
the infraction of any of the college rules:

Absent from a Autly = « = « =« = w = «w = = =« ~ =~ § domerits
Lato‘hoduty-------....-..-.........,2 "
QuUt of UNITOIM « = = = « = & @ o = = = = = = = 6 "
Ut after HOUPS8 = = = = = = @ = =& @ = =» = = = § "
Leaving town without permission « = « = = = 210 n
Dil’tyroom--------------.....-..3 n

Students are not allowed to accumulate more than fifty de~
merits and should they exceed this number they are dismissed from
college, When a student receives as many as thirty demerits he is
called into the office of the Dean of Men for a conference and his
parents are notiflied immediately, If a student receives less than
ten demerits during any term of six weeks, the difference is sub-
tracted from the demerite he has received and if any remain these
are then placed against his or her name on the permaneht.recqrd.
Unless the student has accumulated sufficlent demerits to result
in expulsidn. no record of it appears on the transeript which is

gsent to other institutions.

Teaghers! Oortifioatesso

On the completion at Tarleton of five college courses of
Junior or senior rank, a student may secure from the State Super-
intendent of Public Instruction a four-gear elementary certificate
of the first class, or a two-year high school eertificate of the
firat class, provided he includes one course in Amerigcan Govern-

ment, one course in English, end one in Wducation.

50 « Bulletin of the John Tarleton ggg}oultural College,
Vol. XII, Warch 15, 1939, Noe 7, PDPe £9=304
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Similarly, on the completion at Tarleton of ten college
courges of Junior and senior rank, a student may secure a six-
year elementary certificate of the firat class, provided he
include=s one sourse in English, two properly selected courses
in Educetion, and one eourse in American Government. This
cortifigate becomes permanent after the holder teaches on it
five years. Likowise, on the completion of ten college courses
of Junior and senior rank, a student may secure a four-year high
sghool certificate of the first elass, provided he includes onse
gourse in Znglicsh, two properly selected courses in Rducation,
and one course in Americen Government,

During the school year of 1939«40 forty-five teaching
cortificates of the following grades were issued to students:
four-year elementary, threc; slix-year elementary, sixteen;
permenent elementary, sixteen; two=year high school, three;
and four-year high sshool, seven. In this same year Tarleton re-
ceived the largest number of teachers' certifiasctes of any

Junior college in Texas.sl

System of Gradingb2
The student's semester grade in any subject shall be one
of the seen, Ay B, C, D, B, F, K, W, the letters having the
following significance:

5l. Report of the State Board of Examiners, 1940, p. 15.

52. Bulletin of the John Tarleton Agricultural College,
Vol. XXII, March 156, 1929, p. 28.
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- Bxcellent (92-100), 3 grade points
per semester hour.

- Good (B84-91), 2 grade points per
semester hour.

- Fair (76-83), 1 grade point per

semester hour,.

Pass (70-75), no grade points

Condition (60=~69)

Failure

Incomplete

Withdrawn from course

ERWEY o W P

| I B B B |

The K grade 1s recorded for a student only in case of sick-
ness 0r excused absances. The course 18 completfel by make-up work
satisfactory to the instructor in charge.

At the end of each session, students who have no grade be-
low C and who have accumukated a total of at least eighty-one
grade points during the sesslon are designated as distinguished.
In averaging the grades of a student for honor graduate or for
the various awards made for scholarship, the average is made by
adding together all preliminary grades made by the student over
the period of time under consideration and the total divided by

the total number of preliminary grades included.

Hazing Pledge 53
By an act of the Legislature, hazing and rushing have been
prohibited in state educational institutions, under penalty of
fine and imprisonment. To call this act to the attention of the
students, and to insure a continuance in the college of freedom
from such practices, applicants for admission or readmission to

John Tarleton College must sign the following pledge:

, 53 « Bulletin of the John Tarleton Agricultural College,
Vol. XXII, March 15, 1939, D. 308
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I hereby pledge myself, on my honor, neither

to encoursge nor to participate in hazing or rushe

ing during nmy attendance et the John Tarleton Agri-

gultural College; provided, that contests among stu-

dents, conducted agoording to rules approved by the

Faculty, shall not be glassed as rushes.

Correspondence Workd54

John Tarleton College offers no correspondenoce work,
Pre-arrangement with the Registrar must be made before one
registers for correspondence work in other institutions if
the oredit is to be accepted for graduation at Tarleton.
Credentials, admission, scholarship requirements, and regis-

tration parallel the standard requirements of other colleges.

Uniforms 99

The regular dress of all women students is a blue uniform,
white being worn for special ooccasions. All non-military men
students wear suitable clvilian olothing. All boys taking
military training wear regulation cadet uniforms.

John Tarleton Agricultural College is fortunate in the
fact that it 1s ones of the few military schools still privileged
t0 receive uniform commutation from the Federal Government for
first and second year ROTC students. On the basis of the present
appropriation the commutation allowance per student is $18.00,
payable $9.00 per year, at the oompletion of the year's course

in Military Science and Tactics.

54, Bulletin of John Tarleton Agricultural College,
Vol. XXII, Maroh 15, 1939, No. 7, Ds &7

556, Ibid., p. 24.
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The Plant

As has been stated, the o0ld Stephenville College property
eonsisted of a ocampus of six acres and a building whioh contained
three classrooms, an auditorium, and three small rooms which
might be called offices., In the second year, a building of the
same #ize was erected adjoining the original edifice, doubling
the classroom space, In 1902~03, Marston Science Hall, a brick
structure costing $4500, was ereated, A third story was added
to the main building in 1902, and in 1904, a book store for the
college wus established for the purpose of supplying the students
with books, stationery, and athletic goods. The library, begun
in 1901, had inoreased to two thousand five hundred volumes by
1905.56 In 1503 $3000 worth of equipment was placed in the science
halle A printing press with fecilities for job printing, pur-
ghased in 1907, proved a valuable addition to the manual training
department.

In 1907-08 the college installed ifs own water works and
power plant. In 1910, a dormitory for girls which cost $15,000
was built from a sum of money bequeathed for that purpose by
Mary C. Wilkerson. This was a two story brick building having
gsteam heat, electric lights, and other conveniences. In 1917,
the Crow Administration Bullding, a stone and brick structure,
was eresteds This added thirteen classrooms, a large auditorium,

gymnasium, offices, and other facilities.

56+ John Tarleton Agricultural College Catalogue, State-
ment, 1905<06.
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Since its incorporation by the state in 1917, the growth
of John Tarleton Aigricultural College's plant has been phenomenal.
The csmpus has beon inoreased to forty acres, and hes been devel-
oped agoording te plans drawn by an experienced landscape archi-
tect of the Texas igricultural and Mechanical College, Completely
surrounded by a rustic rail fence, beautifully ferraoed and lande
soaped, the campus is considered one of the most beautiful in the
state,

The buildings have inoreased in size and number, In 1919
a three story brick administration building was erected, a large
gymnasium in 1923, a gentral heating plant in 1920, and two addi-
tional brick dormitories for women in 1923 and 1985. One of the
mo8t attragtive buildings on the campus is the dining hall, com-
pleted in 1927, It is entirely modern, fireproof throughout,
and will seat about five hundred. The college store, another
fireproof struocture, was erected in 1928. The beautiful build-
ing housing the auditorium was built in 1929, It has a seating
capacity of sixteen hundred. The musio conservatory 1s located
in the basement of this building.

The social life of the students has been enriched by the
addition of a large recreation hall erected in 1934 and suitably
equipped. A rubblestone armory, an agriculture building, two
industrial arts bulldings, the college hospital, a boys' barracks,
and & physies building hed been added by 1937. Since then units
have beon added to the girls' dormitories, end a science building
has been erected, the ultimate cost of whish is figured at $500,000.
A boya' dormitory constructed in 1937 by Federal Aid at a cost of
$110,000 houses one hundred and twenty-elght boys.
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In addition to this the college ownas and operates a five
hundred acre demonstration farm on whioh are located .seven resi-
dences, It is kept well-stocked and is equipped with a dairy
barn, out-houses, and silos. A large poultry plant is also owned
and operated by the colloge as a separate enterprise, both farms
being under the Agrioultural Department's supervision. College
students live on each farm and get practisal experience in modern
methods of operation and mansgement.

The library has grown from its nucleus of six hundred volumes
%o twenty thousand volumea7 The total value of the college plant
in 1940 was estimated to be $1,131,944.01 by the business manager.dS

57+ Bulletin of John Tarleton Agricultural College,
Vol. XXIX, Wo. 8, Feb. 15, ID4I,

58+ Bulletin of the icultural and Mechaniocal College,
Vol. XI, No. 11, Oct. IT, .
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Summary

In summarizing John Tarleton's growth, one readily discerns
the adaptability of the institution to situations and to educa-
tional trends. Sulting its major offerings in the fleld of ed-
uwcational training to the topography of the area in which 1t is
situated, the college offers a preponderance of eourses in prac-
tical and experimental agricultural work, although not neglecting
the other br:nches of a diversified. :urriculum, Tarleton has kept
pace with eduaational trends in professional standards, in student
management, and in culturszl and physical growth, and as a Jjunier
college is evidencing its right to o¢laim a noteworthy place in this
field of education. The number and size and bheauty of its build-
ings, the high standard of its teaching personnel as evidenced by its
ratings, the steady growth in enrollmert and the support given it by
tho oitizens of the community all show the college t¢ be a worth-
while institution capable of inspiring and keeping admiration and
raespect.

I£, as a result of a growlng evidence of the desirability of
raiging the standing of the gollege, the state leglislature should
advance John Tarleton to the rank of senior eollege,. the writer
feels that this history of the collegs furnishes substantial
assurance that the institution will be able to adapt itself ored-

itably to whatever cirgumstances may sonfront it.
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Apgendix

Below 1s that part of Tarleton's will which caused John
Tarleton College to be founded. The original of this will
was filed at Palo Pinto, Texas.

fhe State of Texas, County of Palo Pinto:

Know All Men by These Presentgé: That I, John Tarleton,
of this County and State, being in good health and sound
and dlsposing mind and memory do make and publish this my
last will and testament hereby revoking all wills by me
heretofore and anytime madesesses

Jtem: I desire and direct that my executor herein
named shall sell all the remainder of my property, real,
personal and mixed and wheresoever in the United States
the same may be situated and convert the same into cash
or solvent interest bearing Vendor's lien notes, as soon
as prsoticable and the proseeds of such sales, I give,
bequeath and demise to Thos. B. King, County Judge of
Erath County, Texas, C. A. Culberson, Gov. of State of
Texas and to their successors in offisce for ever, in trust
however for the following purpose as to wit: I desire and
direct that with such funds my said Trustees shall erect,
endow and maintain in the city of Stephenville in Wrath
County, Texas, an Institution of learning to be known
as "The John Tarlston College™ and to be maintained for
the educution of such shildren, resident citizens of said
Erath County, over six and under eighteen years of age,
of good moral character and unable to educate themselves
as my said Trustees may select. And I desire and dirsct
that said funds shall be so divided that the interest
upon the portion not used in construction of the buildings
shall alone or in connection with any funds derived from
tuition of any other source maintain such institution
of learning without having to draw upon the principal,
which I desire to be held as a perpetual fund for the
maintenance of the sgid institution.

Item 6th: I hereby nominate, constitute and appoint
Je« C. George of Stephenville, Texas, sole GUxecutor of this
my last will and testament.

Item 7th: The words "Property," "sell,"” portion”
and ""uition" or which are interlined in the "4" para~
graph were written herein before signing. In testimony
of whioch I have hereunto set my hand this 29th day of
May, 1895, in the presence of Geor. S. Williams and Junie
Akers who attest this my last will and testament at my
special instance and request,

{eigned) JouN TARLITON



