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~= PRETA oo e
his narrative purports to be a true chronicls of

events that cemposed a life which left its print stamped

indelibly upcn the histeory of the State of Texas, the

life of William Gordon Cocke, & citizen of the United

States, a citizen of the Republic of Texas, and finally

once more a citizen of the United States.

Ho single 1life 1s tetter illustrative of those enterw

prising nondescripts who walked boldly forward and took

o

possession of a territory that was far more valuable than
any of their fgndgst dresams. William G. Coolke was one of
those people who, when conditlons became a bit stuffy in
the East, book the popular advice: %Go West, young man.”
Col. Cooke's career was short ag it was brilliant.
Having died at the age of thirty-nine while engaged in
the duties of Texas?! highest %111tmry office, he rested
in a lonely and forgotten grave near Seguin, Texas, until

:3’

sought out and discovered by ¥Hrs. Hax Weinert of Seguin

v

in the spring of 1936, when he was reinterred with mil-
itary honors at Austin along with other Texas spldlers

and stzlhesmen.
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CHAPTER I

[

Horth latitude &4 degrses and approximately 20 mine

£
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il

degrses and approximately B0

) A

utes, West Iongltiude
minutes locates the town of Glaslough, Ireland, where
Adam Cooke first knew his wife, Martha Riddell, on

R 1
October 13 in the year of our Lord 1791.

1. Family Bible, possession of Robert Cooke,
San Antonio, Texss.

Twenty years earlier, this same Adam Cooke had been
born te Jane Oliver, a descendant of the Riddell family
of the Scottish noblility, and te her husvand, James Cooke
an English textile manufacturer. The possibility is
easlly seen that the mother ol Adam Cooke may have been
a blood relative to his wife Martha on account of the
name "Riddell"” occurring in the history of both; however,
the relationshiw may have been so distant that 1t was
negligible.,

Yor some reason, difficult to determine beyond con=-
jecture, Adam Cooke aﬁd his wife and young daughter, Jane
Oliver, named for her grandmgthef, left their home in
Ireland and came to America. The young lmmigrants settled

first in Bumfries, Virginia, but later the family, larger




Tav

now, meved te Fredricksburg in the same state. But all

thig family history can uve Letter told by a letter written

by Martha Hebecca Cooke, daughter of Adam and HMartha, to

=

her nephew, William Havarrce Cooke, son of William G. Cooke,
the subject of this narrative:

Your grandiather and grandmother Cooke were
born in lLreland and therefore are natives of
that country by birth, but not by bloed, for our
father was cof English Ancestry and cur mother
ol Scotch descent. Thoey were born in the Horth
of Ireland which was settled by the Scotche.
Father was born in the town of (Glaslough, and
our mother in the town of Monaghan. [Error.

She was born in the town of Ballymena in the
county of Antrim, approximately 47 miles north
and east of Glaslough. See family Bible re-
ferred to above,] PBoth were of Presbhyterian
parentage, and raised in that faith. Our
Motherts name was Martha Hiddell. They were
both very young when married and came to this
country. They settled ian Dumfries, Virginia,
where an uwncle of my father had resided for
some years. Thelr first child, Jane Oliver,
named after our grandmother Cooke, was born in
Ireland, but died at sea on our mother's voyags
to America and was buried izm ths Atlantic Ocean.
They had nine children: ©Our precious Bro.

Dr. Jemes Cooke, who died August 10th 1873 was
the second ehild. He died in Fredrickswurg in
the 78th year of hils age. Eliza, ¥Hrs. Charles
. James, was her 3rd cirlld. She died in
eoria, Illinois, Jan. 8th 1880. Annie, her

th died in infancy. Another dsughter called
Jane alter the first child died in 1813. Your
father, William Gordon Cooke was born Har. 26th,
1308. Hyself, Martha EKebecca, wes born Jan. 10th,
1813, and Mary Hamilton was born Jan. 4th 1818,
Only three of the family were ever married.
Bro. James married HMiss Emily Pearson. IHe had
two sons, Robert Eiddell who died the 20th of
January 1869, and Larkin who died the 17th of
October, 1874. Eliza, ¥rs. James, had 10 chil-
dren; her first, Elisabeth, ¥rs Chadwick, is a
widow with 3 children, lives with her brother
Charles in Xansas Cilty, #issouri. William

s ol M




je

¥

James lives in Hew leeaﬂs. ﬁee@cca also
i

with Charles.

w York Clty.
2 died of consumption in
1 Virginia, H 8. &nl v, died 1
U v James was killed by Steanm ﬁﬁ?
a ;. Louls in h_s 16th year., Tho
r urg, Pa. And Virginia, lMrs.
1

ed on Jan. 13, 1881. I have

i of all your nearest TelatiV@s. We ha
third cousing, two of them Presbyterian Min

ters one of wbgm is in &oglov1lle, Kentucky and
the other has a church 1in ”aryTawa Cur mother
had srotkar in this place who died during the
war She had another brsther, Dr. John
Rid as a surgeon in the Dritish Havy,
who outh Ame iga. Our VWashington City
rel pur first cousins. - Rebecca
Gor thiers niece She had nine shildfen:

= [

tllen, lrs

1, S.
Gordon, all 1i
icott, who lives

¢ ¢ the Unit
;on"eﬂ to the sams

0 ¢
¢

George you have in Texa

rtha E. Cooke to

2. Letter, from Navarro
Cooke, July 16, 13881.

Supplementary to this account may be guoted an ex=-
cerpt from an article written by Harry Tarren:

ne ol the great grandfathers of J ne Oliver (who

wae the mother of Adam Cooke) was tert Riddell,

a fScottish Barl. He wasg banished Frow Scotland,

and all his property confiscated, for taking =

prominent part in a rsebellion in that country. Ie

crossed ever and settled in the Horth of Irsland.d

s e0l. ¥m. G. Cocke, The Quarterly
1 Association, Austin, Texas, Pum.
July, 180E& - Apri G, pps. 210-219.




CHAPTER II
THE STORMING OF SAN AWTONIO

At the age of twenty=-seven young Cooke began to roam.
Having left hils home in Fredricksburg, Virginia, where he
was rsared and educated, the adventureus Scotch~English-
American deecided to begin his carser in New Orleans, pre=
sumably In the drug business. This presuwuption is justi-
fiea by a careful examination of the fellowing excerpt

from a letter written two vears later:
I have also engaged in my old business {drugs &c)
in company with L. H. Bancroft famlly of Richmond--
Our prospects are very flatteriw@-—%al s up to
this time average 40.00 per day and profits not
less than 100@. Our credit in ew Orleans is
very fair and we meet with no difficulty what-
EVETmm o0 2

4. Letter, W. G. Cooke to James Cooke, written at
Houston, Texas. Now in possession of Ralel"q Jd. Cooke,

Grandson of Wm. &. Cooke, 1714% So. St. Mary’s St.,
San Antonio, Texas. Date of lctter, Sept. 27, 1837.

Two things should recelve careful attention: the expression

o

-

able to obtain credit inAWea Orleans. This latter fact
will be all the more striking later on when it is seen
that Cooke, like most other Texas men, was continually
in straightened clrcumstances, and could therefore fur-
nish little in the way of collateral to induce credit.

4

my old business®, and the fact that Cooke and Bancreft were
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The most logical conecluslon iz that he was already ac=-
quainted with the wholesale druggists in Hew Orleans in
a business way.

in the tall of the same year, 1835, Sam Houston
issued a proclamation in New Orleans calling upon Anglo-
Americans to aid in the "Texian Revolution®. Although the
date of October, 1835, is generally accepted as the date of
the outbreak of the Texas war for Independence, 1% must
be remembered thalt several membsrs of the Navarro fanily
-as well as many o t ers of Spanish origin were exiled from

Texas to the United States in 1813 gs a reszsult of an at-

o

empt to separate Texas from Spain. The designs Aaron

Buprr had upon this territory are still a mastier of cone

-
ot
¥

M

jectura. Rilip Holan had caused som

o)

ly all of this very romantic activity, one must recall,
happene& within the memory span of William Gordon Cocke, age
twenty-seven. ‘Therefore, it is not hard to surmise the charm
guch prospsct of high adventure and personal gain could have
for this and othisr similaglyoung, lusty Americens. But
never mind ccajecture; read his letter to his older brother
James written in 1859:

- t

Houston Tth Aug. 1838

Dear Brother/
By the boat from the Columbla today I had

the pleasure to recelve yours of the 16 Ulto.--
1 know of nothing in this world which can afford
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me more real pleam a1 IPoT You--
s &

en very neglect-

ettt
I acknowledge my l1t==1 have be
ful in answering your communication, but I have
undertaken a very heavy dubty which occuples all
my time and which with the aid of ﬁf@Vﬂ‘ﬂnCG I
am determined to accomplish--I have never given
vyou & history of my campalsn in Tezas--1 TL73
now give you some few outlines and at soms fu=
ture day will give you a full detall-«

e Texian Revolution

J\J
Zarly in Oct. 1835 th
s proclamation calling

u
2
L
commenced, ﬁeﬂ?i Houst
4
St

on
for aid frow the citigzens of the U. States
reached if. Orleans about the lith--4 meeting of
those citizens friendly to the cause of Texas
was Qali@&»wu&hsﬁfl?fi ns to ald the cause vere
very irecly made & Volunteers called on %o give
in their names-~I zsaw that 1t was an opportuni-
ty 1 e enterprising to better thelr fortunes
and Amﬂeiia-eWy stepped {forward and enrcllsed my
na 24+ Pettus & da+k$ Brister from cini
di a«-in Tour e had any
Eu;wWe bed-<Vie sailled s 3 ided
with four months previsio e elt s of
Hew Orleans--en our arrival at the Heas rters
ol the Army, whichi had been r e bl en=-
camped beiofﬂ the town of San Antonic and the
Alamo, I was elected Captain of the Company.
ﬁ» found the Texian Army in a state of insube

dination caused by fregquent ordsers from the
ommanuln@ General to make a nignt attack on the
town which were as oft @q ot nte“EaQQed--dn the
day ol the ard of Dec orders were
issued by Gen. Bufle,un ;@&mdiﬂg} for

an attack on the teoewn to tafe olace at day-

break-~0ur foree was about 700 men, the enemy
about 800--Immediate preparations w re made,

the men were all ?pady by twelve o'clogl--

about this time Haj. ¥ rris ?eyurted to Gen.

Burleson that one of the [ig centenils had ob-

&

)
GJ'"

5 veé a man pass from oar camp to the Alamo
A after a shorit conference with a centenll
orn the walls had g admittence--0n this ine-
formation Gen. Burlegon thought proper to
aa&n*e maﬂd tﬂ a%%aakm Thiz created great dis-
satisf tne men, in consequence_ofl
Ack ”eQ@Pal z raﬁe wag ordered and fGenv E.
“ 7ing Major MHorris! statement as his
r withdrawing ﬁhe order for attaclk,
resigned ?/&nf-mwaur N ali the
icers prese the same--Burleson
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I must curtail my ac c@upt until

-

fu?i detall--The attack wa
-ong un#er Col.
cl. Johnson--%e entered
g of the fifth and fought
il the 8th with but littls

imam and tn

: i 2
dere which was '}e @fﬂ* stron@
o ,

Pat . 1 himself wa
n was sthlmg vc“] bright but I
-3¢0 soon as we got from unde
nearest . . S enem
baariﬁb
the enem




s trsmendous--We were complete-
£ etreat & I saw the necesgity

on the square Irow some point--I led
hin two feet of a line of port holss
v in a great measure by stoop-
‘iﬁﬁ) to the Priest's house, wiich was also
atrongly barricaded--We climbed up to a place
which imltted one man at a time--As we got up
we fired our rifles, and succeeded in driving
off the men who ocecupled the house--0n gaining
admission we rushed on the square and found the
two six-pounders planted within Tifteen paces
oI the hole through which we entered--lie at-
tempted to smike them, but by this time the
square was illed with troops, blowing the char
from twenty different quarters--1I immediately
called my men under cover & commenced barri-
cading--a very heavy fire was apened on us Ironm
artillery & infantry--We fsu4ﬂ in the Priest's
housge about *%anty women & children. These
were placed In the saflest yart of the housg--
t?av with two soldiers which we made prisoners

informed us that the enemy had bcen reinforced
about four hours before our attack with 700 nen
under Col. Urgatache--1 thought that our case
was hopeless--¥e were conmpletely cut off from
reinforcements, and I determined to sell our
lives as dezrly as possible--iy men were all

of the. same mind--The firing continued during
the whole night without intermission--I had
arranzed ny men, ready in casge they should
‘bre ak througﬁ our barricades, to at least tell
man for man, when jJjust at rajgreak their
trumpets soundca a parley & we observed a

white flag abpfaachh;g -1 jumped over the
barricade and rece qed it & then sent it back
to the commanding of

iIf I was to contlnue this account, I

would consume half{ a dozen sheets--I rmust,
therefore, leave it for other opportunities--
In relation to the Surveyorship I was almost
certain that Philips would get it.--They have
been long trying for 1t--#y pay will be due on
the first oi September. You may then calculate
on a remittance--In regard to Politics I have
nothing to say. I am attached to the Hilitary
and am obliged to obey my rules without mur--
mar--A vigit this fa2l1l will be impossible--
rules are of such a nature as to prevent 1%,

]
o
bs::}_’
0]
T

basides there 18 a2 prob ab¢1itj of an unfriendly




vigit from our lexican neighbors and I would
like to salute my old acgquaintances once mMore-—-
- health is execeedingly good--I never enjoyed
better--1 was surprised to hesr of Bligsbeth's
marriage--Hequest Hartha and Hary to write--
Remember me most affecticnately to mother and
gour boys, end believe me to be dear James

¥rs. affectionately

Tm. G. Cooks

t two parts of this unususl letter that

There zre st leas

shiguld be looked

ol

second paragraph

e

brother his reason for jolning the 1

Texas Hevolution. To

quote:

to better their
Torward and enr

5

This sentence is given separately because 1t so simply

snd honestly explodes our pet story of how the voluntesrs
Irom the United States went boldly to the aild of psrsecut
humanity. It removes very quietly but very definitsly

LY

the hels from the heads of the Anglo-American heroces of

2

The second portion of

2

the letter upon which one's
attention shouléd he turned is that part which refers to

the deserter coming to Burleson's headguarters just when




the Texans were on the verpge of rastreat.
I saw it was a f
the retreat & ca
were willing t
Their answe“ WES UNANIMOUNS=eYEGm=
ap a

8V
iled on oy men to kn

Tmmediately I Taced them and ma
the lines calling on the
take the town rather
t becomes

How wha of our hero story:

into Bexar?®

Ben lam

remembering that th is the chron

dered by the man who did them~-not by an
2rd about 1t yesrs late

some person who hes

But probably more significant than a

the revelation that the Texss

officered by citizens of the United State
uwe wonder: Was 1t a war for independence

conguest? Was ths story
cover up the part States

[N . TH g R FU L, s
Antonio Bxpress which is

and on the other as a ns

f?)

actly the scene of conflict. The last
tions the fact that Caake captured a smal
a small canal.

recognized as the San Pedro Ditch

Chabot says ran down North Flores Street,

oratle Qﬁg@“udﬂlt?

icle of

10

lle says:

to prevent
ow 1f they

sliav where I would lead-~

rched them
men to

than retreat...
Mhotl1l follow old

Compare this with other accounts,

EVENTS as TIene
on=looksr or
T

nything else 1is

War was abandoned by the

revived and carried on and principalilly

s Or a war of
invented to

Citizens?

ans of locating
paragraph men=

1 building along
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to the plaza in Ifront of the church (San Fernando Caihe-

o)
-

©n

£
R -
ral). Thus any one can go down to the corner of Comx

rect and Maln Avenue and almost put his Tinger on th

¢« Chabot, Frederick, BSan Antonio & Its Begimnings,

Artes Graficas Erlnt_n~ Co., San Antonic, Texas, 1U93E,

Towards dusk the first call
volunteers to itake Foaue =1 tu
the center, and fr or whose ?a1¢saﬁe

window

a
1ncessan% firing had cowe. The Iirst company
of Grays under Breese Ew@fe in his 1ettef,
glaimed ta have commanﬁeu §bﬂ first company of
Grays, snd Breesse the QeccP{] were determined
to makxe the effort at all hazards and alone,

but came too late, for just as we were climbing
out of the Winﬁsws the Wississipplans were busi

ly enzaged in opening large breaches in the
thick adobe walls with crowbars. As soon as
the first breach had been cpened, a volley of

shots was poured into the cavity.

The agonizged sbrlieks of women and children
from the interior told us that the house was
filleé with people who were now loudly appesal-
ing for mercy.

Our guns were immediately silenced and part

well having caved id, an opening was made
rize enough for the lﬁﬁax@&, men, women, &
,hiliren to stagger out. The men turned over

aoaus and apparently expected us to make

themn y*lSQﬂQ?S. But we were well aware that we
4ld not have any p?gvfgiaf to feed them and
they were informed that w '
a war wilith citizens of H We then ga
them permission to decamp and they hastily ec-
cupled the empty houses lying between our forces
nd the late canmg.

Cooke'ls Grays had ong
tuilding and the next mornin ner one
on the side of which & small > flowing
so that from then on we were in close p?oximitg
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Some l1ldea of Cooke'ls service

may be had from an excerpt Irom James T. De Shlelas!

he morning
carry btwo

P
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2 . A aE d
days supply of rations, morning of the
second day thers was not a ae n ny {York's)
né every man wss encusly hunzr;
11 day and worki all ni
ravenous appeti thanks
ter Vm ook G otel
ng h i
and the d@ on

3+
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enemy uns hung
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2
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en
& an aulhqaut 84

n
town, rEar rl
icely barbecued beel. This was issued e
men whi?a tl stood or crouched undsr cover
8 i8eg, ete., and wasg dew-
e

Yhen tﬂe Quarternaster found the reserve
g¢~-~-those who f@g&Sﬁé to go into the dsvdn’t--
~ ﬁ@t} ing to do but Taa sround the ¢ .
‘gmhﬁkzais do $ i
tall to bring wood,
ﬁlau;hnef b
thus during
hangry asg
Waartermaster. The
» the men who fou
“P“t mlotlﬂﬁtm
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Another diresct guotation from the same source places
Cooke in conference with the foremost men of the battle:

There have been many accounts written of

Col. HNilam's death, scarcely any of them agree-
ing. Eeing within thirty feet of him when he
fell, I telileve mysell competent to give a cor=-
reet statement of the facts as I saw them. Kilam,
Johnson, Cooke, Morris, Xarnes, York, and other
leaders had assembled at the Verimendi house to
formulate the plans for the final assault.

g‘ Ihié.’ E}. 6@'

A statement »y Cazpt. Roy ¥. Hall follows:

Twenty=-six Spanish, and ten Hexican governors
have ruled the province from these old plazas.

Stephen ¥. Austin, James B. Bonham, Gall Berden,
James Bowie, Ed Burleson, Kat Caldwell, J. H.
fallahan, John Cameron, R. . Coleman, James
Collingsworth, Wm. &. Cooke, DPavid Crockett,
General Col, Hicholas Dawson, Elisondo, James

W. Fannin, William 8. Fisher, Jokn 3. Ford,

R. A. Gillespie, Tom Green, Bernardo Gutierrsz,
Jack Hays, John Hemphill, Sam Houston, Andrew
Hutehiseon, P. C. Jacks, &£. W. Johnson, Henry
Karnes.10

10. Hall, Capt. Roy F., San Antonioc EBxpress, San
Antonio, Texas, June 3, 1934.

Thus when all is considered, it 1s cbvious that
Wm. G. Cooke was cne of the outstanding perscnalities
of the siege and capture of San Antonioc de Bexar. Cooke,

3

in his first engagement, served very actively in the

capacity of fleld officer, quartermaster, and staff

officer in consultation with the army's highest officials.




yfYer the capture ol San Antonlo, we are informed

Jolbmngon left the troops with Col. Grant in charge. In
the last days of December, Col. Grant proposed to the
troops, principally volunteers from the United States,

. s @ 2 A - 3 1
bo zo to the Rio Grande and Join the Federalists.l!

proper to go by way of CGoliad. TUpon areiving there,

an incident pceurred that will econfuse the szhudent of hise

He arrived near thst place on the S5th and encamped
neayr the old misslion. Bome difficulty ocecurred
between the commandant of the place {(Lapt. P.
Dimit who had hoilsted the flag of independence)
and Col. Grant, and we all expected to have a

fight with his forces--Dimit refused to furnish
us with provisions, of which he had a large store,
upon the grounds thait we were ascting contrary te

the wishes of the people of Texas, iIn uniting

14
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was reissd by Dimlt proveg that thsre

- . . P . s o
was a faction that belisved the people to be in favor ef

R B ey R N - 25 £ o w1 1
the man with suthority, Cooke accompanied
P T s T B = [P Tang o]
GCol. Grant to defuglo. Lol. Grant and
o o R . . - Cmsm Ty
seventy-five men went on to San Pat

arrived with the Geonrgia Battelicn at Hefuglio. It ssems
that from then on ordsrs were ziven by Fannin instead of

R”E

Grant. Fannin recelived a lstter from Hajor Morris stating

mareh of him Ceoke was sent o reinflorce him wilth the
companies of Cooke and Purke~-both captains. They mede

a Toreced march of forty-eight miles in one day. It

turned out to e a false alarm.

The next day Col. Grant, Morris, and ¥,

who had joined thew, left Cooke at San Patriclo with the
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g*‘dcm’t kmow, Creed, but we think he's a big
buck. This was only a few maces from the
"deadline" where the Mexican prisoners were
being guarded. Ho sooner had PBostick spoken
than I saw several of the grisoners salute and

ieard them say, "Es el Presidente! Es nuestra
General!” "It is our president! It 1s our
generall!”™ Hearing this I hastened to head-
quarters and I saw and heard everything that
securred in that great moment of our country'ls
history.

On reaching heaaquarters the captive quick-
1y slid down from his horse and was immediately
led to Houston. Gensral Almonte was the first
man to approach him and at once introduced him
to Gen. ilouston, who ewing to his wowmd, did not
e to his feet, but did rise to a sitting po-
lon and very cordially extended his hand
ich Santa Anna grasped as if it were that of
ﬁﬁ 0ld friend. I could not see that Santa Anna
wag excited, thougzh he sppsared gulbe serious.
He Tore himself with an air of a fearless--1
might say, ﬁeilant~~man, althiough at that mo-
ment the boys, with fury depicted in their faces,
wers gathering f?am every quarter and 1t was with
an effort that the guards held them back...18

De Shields, James T., Tall Men with Long Rifles,

or Co., San Antonlo, Texas, Copyright 1933,

But a statement from Waddy Thompson leaves no room

-

for conjecture as to how the inecident occurred. Thompson

states that he obtained his information from Cel. Cooke,

himself. It will be observed that Col.,ﬁéoke seemed to
regard thiis deed’of gallantry ?ery lightly, by the fact
that he waited about six yeasrs to tell it, and then he
tola it in private conversation. Thompson comments upo

the fect of his monchalance » +ellowing are Thompson!

ES

n
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CHAPTER IV

THE REPUBLIC

Cookels career during the next ten years was a very
colorful one as will be seen from a short sketeh of his
life prepared by L. ¥. Kemp in anticipation of his re=-
“interment at Austin in 193e:

... Later he was made gquarter master general

and next inspector general of the army. The
senate confirmed his appointment to the latter
office Hay 22, 1837. On December &, 1837, his
appointment as Stock Commissioner was confirmed.
In August, 1839 he was appointed Commissary of
Subsistence by President Lamar, the senate con-
firming 1t October 25th. His f appolintment 1o
the same offlce was confirmed by the senate
Jamuary 10, 1840.

‘ Major " Cooke participated in the "Couneil
House Fight™ with Indians at San Antonio, Harch
10, 840. On August 18, 1840 President Lawar
app ﬁinted him Colonel of the First Regiment of
Infantry...22 '

g \x’

e

22 . Lbﬂp, L. W., Life of %Wm. &. Cooke, Type-written
carbon copy in hands of ha Palelﬁh Cooke Grandson of Um. G.
peake at 17141 S. St. Hary's, San Anto%io, Texas.  There

is a Sll@ht error in date of Council house Fight; it should
be HMarch 19, 1840 . ©See Hemoirs of Hary HavePick.

It seems probable that Hajor Coocke stayed in New
Orleans for some time after the war. It will be noticed
in a lstter that follows, dated September 27, 1837, that

Py

Cooke says he has just returned from New Orleans. The
letter just previous to this writing is dated June, 1236--

23



more than a year earlisr than when he had Tirst arrived
in Hew Orlsans. w#what hs did in ¥ew Orleans, besides have

the yellow fever, 1s almost a matiter of conjecture but

for ons eivcumsbance Irmedlately after his return from
Hew Opleans, ne went into the drug business in Houston,

Texas, obtalning his supplies from Hew Orlsans and having
"yery fair credit’ in that city. Uherefore, he must have
done a 1ittle promoting while there at leasgt. Following is

the letier referred Lo above:

o
ve

Houston 27th September 1857

Dr. James/
111 health has @T@Vﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ me Ifrom writing
vou for some time, bnt t“any aﬁ l am aﬂa*m

, ol ! t& res 1gp
my sbtation in the i?mj—abut th?ﬁi”ﬁ the kind-
neass of the President I have sn appointment
in the ¢ivil govi. which paya ns two thousand
dollars psr annum--1 have alqn engagsd in ny
0ld business {Drugs & e) in cowmpeny with L. H.
Bancroft family o %ie%ggﬁﬁ-«ﬁur prospects :
very flatlering--Salss up this time ave
yé@ 00 per day and @?ﬁfits nat less than 1007
Cur credit in H. Orleans i1s very fair and we
meet wilth no &lffzath% wnabtever--1L have just
returned from . where I had a TErY severe
attack of g@llmw ever--which has proved ben-
gficial to my'@eﬂ@r 1 health as it has come
pletely rid me of an attack of scurvy which 1
gontracted in the Army and had it in nme at

st

[N

the time I was attacksd with the ?@*13; fever—-
I heve Just received a leiter from Mary dated
in July last and regret very much iths l@au of
¢ Hill--I would have sscrificed GVery=—
. ther than to have parted with it--So
I can make my arrangements and have
1ittle comforts aboul me you can expect
me on and I must insist on the vemoval of our
family here--1 do not know how you are suc-

ceeding in Fredg but if you coms here and turn




D)
N

to the practice ol your pro=-
Lll certainly do better than you
Fredg--Give my best love to our
all of my relations and friends--
that Eliza and ¥Mrs Gott (Gote?)
Remember me affectionately to
tham aﬁ@ depend on seeing me 80 soon as I can
make the necessary pecuniary arrangements

How are your woys getting on? Tell ILerkin that
L have given up the trade of Jilllng men. Has
Hovert grown much and does he retain his beauty
3 he grows older? Irs. o

)

2&. Letter, frox
Cooke, September, 18

-

The employment with the civil government referred
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the Hepublic of Texas authorized by act of Cong
passed on the 2th of dJune, 1837, and approved by Sam

Houston Cectober 23rd of the sam
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sition for a pericd of two years and nineteen days when
he resigned beceause his duties ss uarter laster General
occupied 811 his time™. Baoth the joint resolution con=-

ferring these duties upon him and his resignation addressed
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3

0

Authorizing
the president
GVﬁm“’“ent

Whersss, 1in consequence of the recent attack
of sickmess, and the consequent indisposition
of his excellency's right arm from a former wound,
aggravated by his present sickness, he is now un-
able to attend to the laborious duty of signing
the promissory notes of the government, authorized
by the last sesslon of congress, by an act passed
the 9th of June, 1837, which %elﬂ principally
for small sums will amount to some tbsusanas; and
whereas, the necessary and pressing wants of the
ounbr7 e %u ire that the issue of such notes
should immediately cormmence; therefore,

Sec. L. Resolved by the senate and house
of vspresent of the Republic of Texas in
congress assembl that %m. G. Cooke be, and
he is hereby authorized and empowered to sign
the name of the president to the promissory
notes of the government.

sec. II. Ie it furth@? resolved, that Vm.
to five dollars per
ied in performing
Y-

he time i
nd that he proceesd

duties above named,
orthwith to sign said

O s
) e

o

e

Joseph Rowe
Speaker of the llouse of Hep.

5. 4. Bveritt
President pro tem of the
senate

Approved, Oct. 23, 1837

Sam Houston

Py

W

4. Gammel, laws of Texas, Vol. I, 1347, {laws
2 i -

Do
Texas, Houston, 1838, p. 5).
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. 2. o s 7
(orig. in Texas Archives, "Comptroller's Letters”)
{ggmﬁelg H. P. Y., Laws of Texas, II, 1347

To

Te Hon. J. H. Starr
Sec'y of the Treasury
Sir,

’The honor of Signlﬁg the Presi-~
promiss oTy notes of the Gov't,
»y et of Congress Oct. 28, 1837
spectfully beg leave to decline, the
23 quarver Master Genl., being
py all my time.
I am
Very Lesp. ¥Yr. Obhdt. Svt.

dentt's name to
conferred upon
I hereby most
(iutl@*«é u.ﬁ iﬂ:"i o
sufficient to

e ~ 25
Wme G. Cooke
{(rubric)
Endorsed)
T, G; Cooke
(rus ric)
ation &
N

25. Lamar Papers, Vol. III, PD. 158~159.,

Apparently Wm. Cooke served as Quartermaster Ceneral

before the date of his appolntment as evidenced by the

chotostat copy of hils commission contalined herein; else,

. Bennet, to M. B, Lamar, dated December 10, 1838. in

he notlced that Conke is referred to

Cocke, and as

Col. Cooke. {The commission as Colonel of the lst Hegiment
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Infantry is deted Aug. 18, 1840,) It will also be re-
mempercd that Cooke had not yet resigned from his position
as sizner of the President's néme to the promissory notes
of the Republic of Texas, nor did he resign from that po~-
sition until nearly a year after the date of this letter
referring to him as "Quarter Master General". The leaflet
of the Centennial Commission gives him credit for holding
two other Jobs during this periocd: that of Stock Com-
missioner and Inspector General of the Army. So, Just
what Wm. Cooke's exact status and duties were is a bit
difficult to establish. But a close examinatian of the
evidence offered herewith proves very conclusively that
he did not lack for something to do. Following is the
letter in guestion:

1838 Dec. 10, V. Bennet to M. B. Lamar (Houston)

Pine Point
Dec. 10, 1838

To ,
His Excellency
HMirabeau B. Lamar
President of the Republic of Texas

S8ir, I have received an order. from Mr. %Wm.
G. Cooke, Qr. Master General, to proceed to Bexar
with the troops commanded by Col L. ¥ells, to
provide for them, I was not furnished with any
money, but ordered to draw on this Dptmt. I
find however that people are guite unwilling to
part with their provisions unless they get the
money in hand. I wish, Sir, if it meet your
approbation, you would forward on some money
to me for that purpose through the {r. Haster




&

Gen'l to whom I have written on that subjsct.
I have the honor tc be with
great respect, ¥Your Obdt. svt.

V. Bennet
Gre. Hagter

(Addresseds)
His Excellency
¥Mirabeau H. Lamar »
President of the Repudlic of Texas
' {Endorsed):
Burnet -- Act Qr. Master
Orders of Col. Cocke, Qr. llaster &t
Dec. 10 =~ 1833
Executive Dept. Doct. A. o
For the house 0f Representatives

oy

26. Iamar Papsrs, Vol. II, p. 328.

Some glimpse of the life of Cooke 1in his capacity
of Quarter Master General with the rank of Colonel can
be had by an examination of a Court Hartial order given
by Hugh iHicleod, adjutant general of the Army. The names
can be eorroborated in a degree by a receipt given Lt. Col.
Clendenin by H. H. Porter for twelve hundred par dollars
or six to one Texas money for forty beeves for the use éf
a detachment of Infantry. In the receipt, dated Camp
Chambers Dec. 3rd, 1840, it will be noticed Clendenin is
 ranké§ as a Lieutenant Colbnel; in the Court Hartial
order dated Nov. 14, 1839, Clendenin is ranked as "Captain®.
In approximately one year Clendenin héd advanced from

Captain to Lieutenant Colonel. To quote:



A
<

Gamp Chambers Decr. drd 1840
Reecd. from Lt. &. Clendenin 1lst Infty a
draft on the Comy Genl of Subc for Twelve Hundred
dollars payr money or Six Texas dollsre for one Iin
full for forty Beeves delivered, weighing fwenty
four thousand pounds at five cents pr 1lb--for the
use of a detacht. 1lst Infty. - o

R. H. Porter

27. A. L. 8., Pessession of Raleigh Cooke, 1714% S.
St. HMaryls Street, San fntonio, Texas.
3 »

o

¥artial Order:

, 28
# 1531

Following is the Court

1839 Nov. 14, H. HcLeod, Austin (Texas).
General Urder No. 20.

Adjutant Genl. 0ffice
Anstin, Hov. 16, 1839

Gen. Order 1}

No. 21 i

Proceeding(s of) general Court Martial, held
at the Head Quartersg of the First Kegiment of In-
fantry, Camp on Wal(nu)t Crsek: by wvirtue of the

following order:=-

Adjutant Genlts Office
Austin, Nov. 14, 1839

Gen. Order {
Ho. 28 i

A general Court MHartial to consist of eleven
members, a greater number cannot be convened with-
out serious injury to the service, will assemble
at Head Quarters of the First Hegiment of Infantry,
on the 14th Inst., or as soon thereafter as possi-
ble, for the trial of Corporal Hobit Morris, and
such cther prisoners as may be brought before it.

The Court will be composed as follows:-—~-




e

Co1l Edward Burleson, Comdg lst Reg. Infy Prosti.
# wm. CG. Cooke, Qr. Haster General
# v, L. Cazeneau, Commissary General Subsistsnce

.+, Col. Wm. S8, Fisher, lst Reg. Infy.

Mai. P aldwell, *uarte rmaster

Capt. A Clendenin 1st Eeo. Invy.

Qaﬁt. Jno Helliday 1st

Lt. E. A. Thempson 1lst ¥ "

Lt. Danisl Lewis st ¥ "

Lt. . C. Hornsby 1st " i

TLt. A. H. Scott ist " i

Lt. ®. D. Houghton, Adjutant lst Reg. Inf'y, will

act-as °0vcla1 guiﬁs advocate.

By order of the Sectly’

of War H. Hecleod, Adjutant General T. A.

28. ZLamar Papers, Vol.

Jdorris was sentenced to be shot.

The year 1840 was not a dull one for anyone in Texas.
4 mand of Commenche Indians caused quite a stir down on
the plaza in front of 8an Fernando Cathedral when they
ran out of the Council Iouse ahead of Ceoke, Caldwell,
Sam Maveriek and others who were attempt ing to arrang
a settlement @f difficulties with them. For s more de-

tailed account than will be possible here sse Hemoirs of

Hary Mavericlk, a pionesr lady who witnessed part of the

e
1]

battle. The Indians who were captured were held for a

while at Camp Cooke, named for William G. Cooke, situated
on the head waters of the San Antonio River--{alse re-

ferred To as on the Hedina River). Other Indian trouble

may be surmised from the following order:




sdjutant and Inspector Genls
stin, Eav. 20, 1840

Col. Wm. O. Cooke, Comdg. lst Infantry

On the fﬁlltury Road

Gir: . information having reached the Dept. thru

the Tonkeway Indisns, and believsd by cnrresponiu

ing circumsgltances, tia* the hostile Indians are

embodied on ths upper PBrazos, and contemplate

a descent upon the settlements, you will talke

such a portion of your command as you may think

necessary and sattack their cemp, and, 1if possi-

ble, destroy them.

Lieutenant Col. Clendenin is erdered to
report to you with the effegctive force of his
detachment & twelve Tonkewsy Warriors, who will

aid you as spies, and conduct you %o tne hostile
encampment. : :
By order of
The Secty. of Var
H. lcLeod
Adjutant & Inspr. Genl,

P. ©. Congress hmams Just refused an appropri-~
ation to march Howard's forces from San Antonio

to attack thc yillage above. TFellx wants to

go and deo it, but I don't think he can succeed.

Ye have ﬂeafﬂ horrible accounts from Lt. RBatcliife

of your eannibalism, eating mmles, etec, not so

mach eatinﬂ 2 mule but the @Qverty of bmJ beast.
Ulere's a toast to thee, Tom Moors
A1) well and send love.

Yrs. truly H. MNe.

. "And a double health to thee "Col.
Coo=k I'm well sure having just returned from
Ia Grange with Todd. He was Acquitted. I send
you some late papers.
Tour Friend
Luckett

%e have enough from the States to say that

Genl. Harriscn hae beat 1little Van B. worse than
0ld Jackson ever beat anybody.gg
. o

1% 3

29. A. L. &., on display in museum of Alamo, Szn Antoni
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ing letter from

to illustra the financial status of everyone at that

times

Houston March 1, 1840

Dear Colonl

Tour estesmed favor came to hand and some
time since in accordance with your wishes I
have endeavored to find a purchaser for our
Land on Greens Bayou but without success, the
times are really a¢otrassAnu, meney was never
59 scarce as it is at present. Goods of any
zind are selling at the most reduced prices in
ome cases even less than first cost. As re-
war&g Ty gurehas1ﬁu your interest, 1t is Im-
Qa%s*“ .e pgr me to do so. 1Y reguires all the
money Scott & mysslf can ﬁOﬂﬁaﬁﬁ to carry on
our opera tlons e ax ing very well much
better than we expected the oysters and turtle
soup at- -Deckmans are very fine. I wish you
would come and see n and Judg e of them voaﬂ-
self. the citizens in th;s neighborhood hav
turned out enmass to receive tb 0ld Genl.
they gave him a very fine dinner in th¢s place.
he was well received at Galveston had a dinne
and ball given him in fact the ;uogle in this
gection go for him almost unanimousl 7 a}i speak
of no one else as the next President I shail
be pleased to hear from you whenever you can
make 1t convenient to write and will be pleased
if at any time I can do anything for you in
this sebblon.

o

m

e
-3
&
joh
f;}

LRV}

47

fours very Resp 0

Francis R. imzboqh

(;x%
s

&

£i-

cheap. The follow-

11s friend Francis R. Lubbock will serve

S0. A. L. 8., posse351on of Haleigh Cooke, 1714:
St. Hary! 8, Sen Antonio, Texas.

Qg

[ #a]
.
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wos so warmly received both at Houston snd Galveston turns

out to be none other than Gensral MHirabeau 2. Lamar, and
the allusion to him in his letter tc Cooke makes it very

probable that Cooke had mentioned him in his letter firste.

to get elscted as 1s here evidenced hyv g letter addresse
L )

a
d

by Cooke, Hugh MeLeod, and others praising his adminis-

31
tration and offering him a public dinner, which he refused.

twesen Lamar

i}
e
w3
oy
{D

Cooke culminated in Cooke's ultimate success, 1f being

connected with the government of the Hepublic of Texas

e

can be callsd "success". This succsss led him upon what

some regard as s wild goose chase, KQGVQ as the EBanta Fe
Izpedition. But before that expesrience took him out of

Texas, Cooke ssrved thws public good very édmirablg. Al
refersnces to him during this period ars nothing btut pure
Praise, Following 1s a letter that one might suspect of
rst fumblings at organizing the ex-

pedition referred to above. The element that makes it

look l1like business of that character is that it seems the




athority had Lo come from the President himself. I

2 by A e 2 nd 2 - g P
can be nobiced that previous militery expeditions of an

iy gy Mo - o 8 ey e B 5 -1 e £ QPR .
srdinary or routine nature origzinated with the Adjutante

b7 HcLeod)

=

2 3 raer R oy ] F e oy o £ e % <

is more than an ordinary company of soldiers, and that it
K bl L% b I B X E ” T e,

ig a;pyngmflkly the number talien on the 3anta Fs Expe-

dition., Thirdly, the exact date of the letter could not

o,

tablished--it may have been a few months
‘later. However that may be, nere is the letter for the

~reader!s own sXamination:

.
The Grove Honday lorn.
Daar Genl.

Cooke has mothing written from you, in the
shape of ai?hnvity to act upon, & feels delicate-
1y =sitvated--1 disllke very rmch fo presa the
subject so often upqn your attention But we have
no time to lose, and the Sac’y of -the Treasury
I belisve has ﬂot 1a1d aside any particular fund
upon which to draw--

111 ysz please address chke a lPttﬁ?,
&Uthﬁzi”7ﬁ@ him to organize a forece {of 250 ﬁ@n,
or atevev number you deem requisite) and drav
&@ﬁh the Tressury thro! the Quarter Master's
Dept. for the necessary outflt-«? 0Of course,
no more will be spent, and if that amt. is not
spent it cannot be started~-

ol

Ty

2. lamar Papsrs, Vol. III, p. 518,




CHAPTER V

Probably the least understood project in all of Texasg!
history, not understood by even the men who pesrformed 1it,
was the famous Santa e Expeditien. Some claimed it to

be purely mercantile,with soldisrs only for the purpose

of protsction from Indlans. Others charged 1t was equiva-
lent to invasion of iexlico for the purpose of conguest

The Mexican Government was rticularly of that opinion.
Some facts are known which might tend to substantiate the
latter theory. For instance, the original draft of the
spesch that wass to have besn deliversed to the citlizens

e hands of a grandson of Don Jose!

-

Antonic ¥avarro, the man who was to have delivered it.”

S

33. This grandson 1s dJose! Antonio Havarro I1I,
' ‘int , san Antonio, Texas.

: 1
An attempt willl not be made here to glve a resume of that
spesch for fear of leaving a false impression; but suffice
it to say, this speech was to welcome the hezrers te join

m m

the Republic of Texas and release themselves from the op-
pressive government of Hexlco. Newvertheless, the following
direct qQuotations are expressions of the conventilonal idea

36
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TEe pEn up an
art 1 Lexingbon, Missouri,
& Antonic. Gen. Lamar

sanctlion and encourage-

aawﬂﬁemtal supplies. Ie
ement of 1t by the Cone

f“@ United Staites, Gen.

e Uqa.,s_u, Ste &

Cv}-u.l
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T F T e
gﬁﬂgm of Tsxas
Lamar appointed

and Don Jose Antonio MNavarro as the commizsioners
representing the Hepublic of Texes to accompany
he 'anﬁltigm.

Seds
5

Fiter much é%};v and vexatlous happenings
*@@jltiam set ¢ he 20th of June, 18
ty consisted ag 270 men, 81l of whom w

5.7
'ud mmzarm@ﬁ~“u&é

b
£
o

b
03
,w»z-

fary &afly Days in San Ant
San Antonlo Sxpress, later pub
7 Laverici.

;Z:a
®
‘C

I

Yoskum's accounts

The msmbers of the expedition rendszvoused at an

encampment on Brushy Creek, about twenty-Iive
miles Irom Austin. The Military under command
of Prevet Brigadler Ceneral Hugh Heleod, conw
sisted of five companies of mounted InfTantry

i 1
and ons of a*tiTI@ry Accompanying thess went
caravan of m@m@ﬁﬁnbu, wlth goods sulted to
e ?8”&@@, drawn in wagons; alzo some advens
turers, who were n%““hm? soldiers nor merchants,
ulsqaur@; and finally
R. ¥ ?wenham, end J. A.

2 ey T S %
Loners who were charzged by

35

he execution o? his Instructions.

2 £ = % vr % Rl - y T - A
55, TYoakum, History of Texes, Vol. 1L, p. 322,
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af whom he hired 1o go back to Meleod and guide hiim on.

2

The Mexicans informed Cool rel's party that they had taken
g circultusus route, an
covered in thirtesn days could be negotidted in four or
five. {(ne can well imagine the time lost during the en-
tire journey from lack of & guide who lmew the country.
Colonel Cooke, in furn, sent a small sguad of fast

riders ahead of him. They parted company on the 1d4th

L

12841, and never gaw one another azain un-

t1l they were in priscon in Mexico City.

At the request of Col Cogke and Dr. Erenhan,
two of the principal march&n?s, Ha jor Howa ?,
and M¥r. Fitzgerald, accompanied Lewls and Van
Kess, and as I was Iin great haste to prosecute

mv 3ﬁurna through #exico, I gathered all my
1eebu, packed them in lesather panniers made
f&? the “u-wuae placed them upon my mule, and

set off in a@mhany. This wes on the 14th of
September, and when I parted with my friends I
certainly did not eynect to see them for the
first time in the ril following, at the City
of Mezico and in chaﬁps.ﬁﬁ

e

36. Kendall, G. ¥., Narrative of Santa Fe Bxpedition,
Vol. I, nJ 270. '

These five were captursd by means ol false pronlses

that thers wnusual about giving up thelr arms,
but wes only an old Spenish Custom. f course, once their

army were lald down, they were automatlically prisoners.




Once

anta Fe bo face Armijo.

sime in the history of Texas, ths role
saons can be observed. To be specific,
erminable imporitance would have been

L11iam Lewis,
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nothing

vrong with the propositlion that they lay down thelr arms.,

Bat there was very muach wrong with the idea, as they

ater learned. 3, were marched as prisoners to th i
1a%® 1 3 All wers marched prison to the Cit

of HMexico, enduring every known hardship and privation.

there, they remained 1n prisoen only a few months.

oS

Their early releass was dus rartly te the efforts of Waedy

Thompson, Enveoy Extraordinary and lMinistsr Plenipotentiary

save

?
of Don Josée Antonioc Wavarro.

the United States to ¥exlico. It is worthy of note
Colonel Tooks refused te use his influence as the
HBanta Anna at Ban Jaelinto to

his cwn life, but was willing to do so0 to save that

I asked him if I might inform Santa Anna that

he wag the offlicer who had saved his 1life aftser
the battle of fZan Jacinto, and that he took a
deepn inters ut in Col. Havarrc. This Cooke could
not resist.

87 . Thamasgﬂ, Waddy, Rececllections of Mexico, 184€.

There wers many men who dled on the Ixpedition by

means than Hexican persecutlion. The first cssualty,




for instance, was at the ca

shot J. C.
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841'Died on a ranch of
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1541'D.zd at Sulphur Springs
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o 1¥illed by Cayugas Indians
¥
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'
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'
2 a3
" 1Left camp, never returned.
1
L 7 o 5t 1
1
" oy on 7 i o
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Sept., " 1Eilled by Indisns at

'Camp Resolution.

" 1Eilled by Indians at
1Camp Resolution.
E

'Killed by Indians atb

'Camp Resolution.

" 1Died at Camp Resolutlon.
1

" 'Left ecamp, n

cver returnsd.
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: ’Laui - 'Donte of "Casunlties and Place
Hames o G Sy
e it Jocurrencs
' Y
- 5 041 Teft camr
p. H. Bealle ;ﬁ¢ C. 5 zu-% ie&q f?.y, never
. [N ST LR N
o T bed w3 " - £
w. Wilkins tVa. Left camp, never
! ' returned.
Jobn Spanghlin :Ireiand H i :Died on road in Prairie.
Samuel Howland 'Conn. " " :Killed
f in San
7 't K3 Y,
Alexander Balier '¥. C. ! " OTRilled
1 'in San Hig
William Rosenberry 'Hd. " ¥ 1Killed by ueflcans
’ ! ‘ngar San Hig
William HMitchell e Co. Sot., 184]l Died on ro
t 3
Hanuel R " " 1Killed Ly Mexicans.
H
Felix Ernst 'Tenn. " " 1Died at Galisteo,
! 'Hew ldexico.
John Me Alister " 7 " 1Kilied by lMexieans,
fRio Grande.
Amos A, Golpin Hiss. n " 'EKilled by Mexicans, Dry
"8oad, Ric Crands.
Bdward Griffin Ha. " ¥ 1Killed by ¥exicans, Dry
: , 'Hoad, Rio Grande.
Gates H. G. ! " 'Died on the Rio Grande.
3
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Hexico.
tPa. Apr., 1842'Died st Fueblo.
H
1Y, June, 1842 i T VYera Crusz.
i
Ve ] 1 noon,
H
1P, Aug., 1842 " " puente
¥ Netlional.
e, i " 'Died at Puente National.
¥
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tNativi-Tote of Casualiies Place
Yty Ogcurrence |
T ] t
3 i
: \ .
under th - -~ f s .
ossumed name of 'Ey. 42 "Died at Vera Cruz.
= R 1 1
Jacob Lindley : X .
1 § 7 4] 1 1 B i 1
1 1 i
n 3 -
sday tPa, roon B ' " 2 degrees South
? ? "Galveston.
Soya "o . v # 1Died at Vsra (ruz--Rio Grand
H ¥ k] E}azﬁtw . .
evigion ! v " i tDied at Vera Cruz--8io Grang
! ! oarty.
7 ' 7
Total of our paviy 46 - 2 of the parity from forpus Christi
end Husces.
58. Uomplled from the Texas Archives.

William G. Conke resturnsd to Texss scome tlme in the
gunmar of 1842, Thse last lstter of his while in Mexzlco
m . o9
was dated July 14,
A. L. 5. Possession of Ralelgh Cooke.




CHAPTER VI

QUARTER MASTER GENERAL

Immediately upon Cookel's return from prison in Hexico
‘as a result of his participation in the Banta Fe Expedition,
he was "taken care of"™ by his fellow Texans and Hasonic
brothers by being placed in the position of Acting Guarter

Haster Generél. It is not to he taken for granted that

his position was exactly a bed of roses, as is shown by
his ecorrespondence. The job he had was to furnish pro-
visions to an army on an allewance of practically nothing
a year. The troops were constantly in a state of insub-

ordination due to slow or complete absence of pay checks.

a

In addition to this, Col. Cooke, for some reason so far

2

hidden, had some sort of misunderstanding with Hugh Y¥cleod.

This, however, was taken in hand by the Hasonic Order for
4

settlement.

City of Austin Sept 28th 1842
Comp. %Fm. G. Coocke .
Companion,

Having heard that some misunderstand-
ing has unfortunately arisen between yourself
and Comp. Hugh McLeod I have deemed it my duty
to appoint a committee of three of your mutunal
friends and companions to use their influence
for the restoration of harmony.

forget not I beseech you the nature of
your masonic relation. Remember that all of us
are mutually bound teo aid, protect and assist
each other.

44




That the exertions of your Companions in
thelr endeavors to reconclle you may prove suc-
cessful and through thelr means peace may be
restored and harmony and brotherly love prevail
is the sincere and fervent prayer of

Your friend and Companion
Georgze K. Teulon

Hignh Priest prec. tem.

Ione Star Chapter Ho. 3.

40, Archives, Austin, Texas.

An excellent look~in upon the financilal status of
the Texas zZovernment can be had by an examination of the
letter written to Col. Cooke advising him of hils appoint-
ment as Acting Quarter ﬁaster4ﬁeneral with authority to

appoint inferior officers to assist in the discharge of
: 41
the duties of the office.

Department of War & Harine
Washington 25th Oct. 1842
To ‘
Col. Wm. G. Cooke,

Sir: 1ierewith enclosed vou will re-
celve an appointment as Acting Quarter Haster
General, with authority to appoint such assis-
tance as may be necessary to a prompt-and falth-
ful discharze of the same. As few appointments
of this character however will be made, as a
first consideration for the public intersst will
allow.

{n as much as the duties strictly pertain-
ing to your office will be 1light, you will assume
the charge and direction of the subsistence
Department according to the rules and regula-
tions of the service and the destitute condition
of the Govermment renders 1t almost certain
that little else than provisions will be fur-
nished the troops.

In addition to the Regimental Quarter llasters
and their assistants, three others have been




sppointed --one for Post Ban Antonio whose name
is not yet known to the Department, he having
been appointed by MaJor Hays, Major Bennes for
Post Gonzeles, and Maj. 0. H. Willis whe has
been ordered to report to the commanding offi-
cer at Head Quarters. ‘These officers have re-
ceived speclal instructlons--the latter directly
from the Department and the former through the
commanding officers of thelr respective Hegi-
ments to preserve the supplies with the greatest
care to exercise rigid economy 1in the lssues of
the same and uvnder no circumstances whatever to
permit corn to ke fed to horses--It will be
your duty to issue instructions to all Quarter
liasters and commissaries upon this subject, and
to see that they are obeyed.
Such appointments as you may make, if any,

will be reported to the Department immediately.

I have the honor to be

Your 0Obdt. Servt.
M. C. Hamilton
Actg. Bec of War & Marine

41, Archives, Austin, Texas.

It was a kind fate that guided Cooke's destiny in
the fall of 1842. There were two expeditions organized
in the latter part of that year, and, as we have élready i
lezrned, Cooke was excellent expedition material. Brig.

P

Yen. A, 3omerville organized the expeditiorn that is known

to history as the lMler Expedition, although he did not

command it any farther than laredo. That venture, as we
know, was a disaster to the men and advantageous to no
one.

But apparently Cooke was saved back for the Snively

Bxpedition--a venture that proved fully as humiliating
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to Texas 1f not as ruinous te the members. The com-
mission amounted almost to highway robbery, but of course
Texas can hardly be blamed for any measure she might re-
sort to when one considers her impoverished treasury.

The First hint of activity is in a special order from

‘Hamilton to Cooke to report to the Headguarters of the

. a2 42
Army on the Southwestern frontier.

Ware replacement
Jct. 26th 1842

Special Order
No. 857
Department of War & Marine
Washington 20th Oct. 1842
Col. ¥m. G. Cooke, Acting GQuarter Master General
will repsair forth with to the Head Quarters of
the Army on the South Western frontier snd re-
port to the comwmanding officer.
By order of the President
¥. C. Hamiltom
Actg. Sec. War & Marine.

42. Archives, Austin, Texas.

It was in the fall of 1842 thsat news reached Austin
that a caravan {rom Missourl tc Santa Fe was to leave in
ne spring of 1843. With assurancss of backing from the
itizens of Texas, Colonel Jacolb Snively obtained a com-

mission from the government of Texas to tske it. His

4.3
expedition as [finally organized consisted of about 180 men.

43. Bancroft, Horth Mexican States and Texas, Vol. II,
4y
371,




seen from the following correspondence between Cooke,
1

Snively, and Hami

Department of War & Marine
Washington, 7th Nov. 1842

To
UO}_ r&ﬁ.\_. Ga COO};G
Actg. Quarter Master General,

Sir: Your communication addressed to
Col J. S8nively, under date of 3lst (3lst) ulto,
regquesting to be furnished with definite in-
structions relation to sayp;yimﬁ Beef for the
troops--the forwardiang of ammunitlon &c, hs
been referred by him to the Department.

With respect to the first, the instructions
issued to you on leaving for Head {uarters were
deemed sufficient for your guidance, though the
preclise mode to be adopted in procuring supplies
wes not pointed out; because it was well under-
stood, generaslly and of course presumed to be
by you--that the Government had not the means
to purchase a single ration, nor would contract
liabilities with a promise of immedlate or uliti-
mate redemption; since she coild make none with
the remotest hope of a compliance on her part.

It was represented that ample supplies of
Beef could be furnished, and would be con-
tributed by the citizens of the ecountry for the
contemplated expedition--The duty then, of the
Qaarter HMaster General, and those appointed to

ssist and act under hlS erders, will simply ke
to collect, receive and receipt (to such as may
wish receipts) for suech cattle and other supplies
as may be deemed necessary for the campaign:
takiag a full deseription of all cattle--mark
and brand, with the net weight as nsar as prac-
ulcahle--but the price made and time of payment,
will in all cases be left for the future action
of the Govt. 8uch scattering cattle as may be
collected when thie owner or owners are not known,
will be described partienlarly--Brand and mark,
if any, with the flesh mark and weight, so that
they may be hereafter identified.
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Issues will be made with the strictest re-
gard to economny, snd only t@hsugh ﬁroop?qas may
have organized and reportaed to the camm ag. of-
ficer, gs he I%t@iﬁrﬁ irstwgoted-awr t oeca will
be exercised in the preservatlon of °ugg1¢e
and at the close of the ca smpaign, full end com-
plete returns made of =zll matters perteining
to your oifice--
In relation to the ammumitleon you reguire,
I heve to remark, that there are no means of
transportation here or aﬁ Houston which the
u@pav*ment can command--Hence, it would be im-
possible to forward it, wETE 1+ deemed proper
to do so, prier to recelving reports from the
commanding oificer of the strqutk of his com=
mand,--1ts organization &c accompanied by kis
feq&isi%i@ﬁu-The& ars first required; then 1t
w1ll be Your 33501 2l duty to furnish transporta-
tion for thess as Jell &s articles contributed
by ciltigens--For this purpose officers have heen
appointed and sent to Head Quarters--There are
no officers here, and when supplies sre sent by
individuals not ehanvqtl¢ with them nor responsi-
ble, the comnsequence 1s that they are ge“eﬁally
£t upon the way, bqaapﬂerea or appropriated to
Lﬂdl?idﬁal purposss An officer should always
accompany the teans aﬂﬁ recelpt for the stores
and see that they be delive rﬂﬂ in goed order,
or be accounteble for the same
the Government can, howsver, supply but
little ammunition under any éirﬁuﬁstaﬁaes--
ot a single keg of Rifle Powder remains on
hand, and the amount of lead in the public
rare at Galveston, though not correctly as-
certeined, must be small. The caps you mention
are here, but no Lead came with them--I am in-
Tformed that a small guantlty »f Powder and Lead
was J1sft by some person, at Col FPatton's some
time since, which had been sent out from the Ar-
senal at Bouston to the army; and also that there
is some lead at Hr. Browns in this county--of
the latter howsver I know nothing--This will be
mentioned to Mr. Graham--
Let me repeat that a sufficient number of

Lo

officers have been ayp01nt¢d upon whose activi-
1y and enerzy the army must rely for supplies,

and consequently for success in a great degree--
I have the honor to be
Your 0Obt. servt.
., C. Hamilton
Actg. sec. War & Marine.
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and the troors ﬁ&ﬁ’n.m.ﬂd
have collected together,
gmong the troops who
the citizgens, will be

with some prudent snd respon
the G@lorada, or vilaced In
ficer of the Quarter Has
instructions to hold
nrders the Depsrtment.

By
I e

&e

ERa
o
of

C
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Should the expedition fail from any cause,
such public army, ammi-
nition and suppliles of fr@visisﬁ
or may
have not reported or among
brought
ngible
the care of
sters Bepariment,
ghe sams subject to

&C as you

D E e A
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may
scatterad
in and deposited
person on
8018 Of=
with
the
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Hamilton
Texas.

44, Letter, from
Archives, Austin,

to Cooke,

Nov., 1842,

Purther discussion of dif

is brou ught to

the light of day in
&
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from &nively

the fo

fieulties to be surmounted

1lowing commmuni-

1 Hovember 1842

Col. Wm G. Cooke
Actg Gr. M. Genl.
Sir: Your commanication of 31st ulto.

was recelived and referred to the Lept. of War.

The Honl. Secretary of War and ﬁarine is
not willing that Powder and Lead should be sent
to the army until it is org azlgeé, ané a reqgui-
sition made by the c&mm&md;nﬁ officer for such
ordinance gtores sz he may requre.

I have received no report from the collector
2t Galveston since early last spring this was

report I alluded to when I last seen youj

%l“?e that time

of Genl. Davis was Qﬁﬁplle&

on hand at Galveston,

but 1little is on hand at this
There two kegs of Powder

of Iead at Col. Pelli's which

son whe was on his Wa} to the

time the news reachsd us that

the Volunteear

Army under command

out of the stores
the presumption is,

that
vime.

and & quantity
left by some per-
Army about the
Genl. Well had




he percussion caps are here, but no lead
i them. 1 see no probabllity of getting
D I will do all thst I can

the ecaps to the LArmy.
o get them under way.

¥Your Friend

J. Snively

45, Letter, Snively tec Cooke, November, 184Z,
& B

tt
Archives, Austin, Texss.

Col. Srnively's signature preceded by "Your Frieng"

is very eloguent a&s To the part played by looke in ob-

to Houston ever since December, 1838.

3

in

%

a
» the sanction of the government for the project. -

! be remembered that Cooke was a very close friend

sl

71l

3

Depariment of War & Marine
Vashington, 28nd Hov. 1842

To :
Col. VWm. G. Coocke
betg. Qm. Hr. Genl.
£ir: I am under the necessl-
ty of enguiring what arrengements wou made for
supplies of Powder & Lead--Did you purchase or
receive any by contributlons while at Houston?
or have you any other resource than the Public
Stores from which such supplies msy be drawn?

1 make this enguiry, because you did not
make your requlsition upcon the Department, nor
even meniloned the subject-~It was therefors
teken for ed That you had procured suf-
ficient supplies at Houston and had made pro-

ts transportation frem that place:
wntll your comamicatlon to Ceol. Snively was
recelved; and then it was not known what am-
munition was elluded to. Col Snively has taken
no steps to forward the articles, none of them

having arrived here except the caps, and not .




being charged with X as you wes
awares and “besi ides having nt ans of transpor-
tation could not have complied with your wishes
had he bean so dispe
A1l arrangement or supplies and for trans-
it to the &egd Quarters of the Army should
2 made by :G 2e¢ore leaving, and I was
under the mpregsgion you h?& done s0.
is no ammaﬁltlaa here, and go far as
none on the way to ths Armys nor
pogsible, 10 1 am correctly informed
upplies of Beef, coffee and other ar-
chisg and Hontgomsry counties and
to the Army short of six weeks, 1f
cen be done at all.
It would be well for you to EKnow Gxact$j
what you can supply and when it will be 1n camp,
and @ statement of the same 1aid before the '
commanding officer for his information; for I
a led to believe that vou are depending upon
uncertaintices-—-
Should bﬁﬁ Army be disbanded you WLLI of

i_} D)

conrse w@e that ths ,«ﬂsﬁaﬁ@@s, small arms and
auch publl sfn?bs as may be on hand, to&ethe
with the arm hat have besen 1ssued to the

various partibs composling the army, are brought
nto the zsettlsments on the GHQdulﬂﬁe or Iarther
f practicable, and safely stored--Heturn of
which will be made to the Dept.

1 have the honor to be,
Tour obdt. SBervt.
5 .« 7 y N L.
‘wag & ;ﬂriﬂe 46&Ct >

e

=, }Ja ;.4.

Hovember

49, C. Hamilton to ¥m. G. Cocke,
r, Austin, Texas.

1=y

of the Army did

te worry about. There

P - a a

.
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nhabitants of the country whom he was protecting fron

raids, refused to coopsrate in many instances. fThe army

and its animals had to be fed by means of impresament. As
et

ig ususlly the case, the peopls demanded protection from

Hardest of ell, there were times when men had to be
impressed for service--at lsast lor cartmen if not for
fighters. Following are thres letters that will demone
strate some of the difficultiles and also determine some
factes and dates relative to the expedition orgsnlzed %y
S 3 o 2 47
Brigadier General A, Somerville:

San Antonice
13th Tov. 184

AN
2]

As 1t is understood that a
rti § Ool. DBennetis command are de-

= this morning, ¥you are authorized in
vent of your belng 74%613 to be over-

yred by force to deslist from taking prisoners
or if you have taken them to deliver them TP .

I am anxzious to avold bloodshed as from
vrhat L can learn of the dieposition of the army
generally 1t would not be attended wlith Dene-
ial results to the cause.

4

oM
oF

oo D
j=
firlle

(o
)
5

ook
o by

Very ilespectfully
Tour O0bt. Servi,
A, Somerville

Brigadier General
Gﬁmmﬁg.

3

27+ Letter, from A. Somerville to Wm. G, Cooke,
Bovember 13, 1842, Archives ol Texas.




fong
5.3

; Genl.
have wuch Trouble in geting the ar-

i %his nlace everything worked against
me izk 1tants would render me no assistance
at all I am much indebted to Cat. Hsstlands
Company for their assistance in getting the can-
non over the Hiver--1 could not met any harness

all 1 have written toc the secretary at lar

to scend on harncess but have had no return--

There has been ne arrival of any public
property of any kind from the Eas

Since Hecesiving your com
have written on bo ,?stv
him te forward ever as

" - .

i‘%
shall do W*Jﬁ“;'f’d th ”’l‘”‘ "
inegss I sha

OBOT Lc be with
yagrf
Y Ssnnet. He M.

Letter, Bennet to Wm. G. Ceoke, Texas
Austin, Ho date.

Journ

Tn 1844 Cooke turned from the Army to politics.

va.g elected along with D. C. Ogden to the

o g Fe B A e 5 o 3= o e % ]
:eentative In the ninth congress of the Republie

zas as will be demonsirabed by an extract from the

21 of that cong

on motion of Hr. Robinson, 1}
Cagneau, of Travis County, and
Bexar gmuat came forward, pr
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credentials, tock the oath of office and their
seats.

45. dJournal, House of Representatives of 9th Congress
of Republic of Texas, Pub. by Authority, #iller & Cushney,
Public Printers, 1845, p. 19.

Following are the certified election reburns, signed

, ' 50
by David Horgan, Chilef Justice, Bexar County:

Repuwlic of Texas |
County of Bexar 1

To Hon Anson Jones Secretary of State

The undersigned Chiief Justice of the County
aforesaid certifies that at an election held

"in said County on the 2nd day of September A-.D.
1844 in accordance with the provisions of exist-
ing laws, and in obedience to the proclamation
of Iis Bxcellency the President bearing date
the-day o0f-~-«A.D. 1844 ordering said election
%¥m, G. Cooke and D. C. Ogden were elected to

the office of Representatives for sald County--

The undersigned further certifies that this re-
turn was, stated, and mailed within the time
required by law. The mail that contained it
{as stated by the ¥ail Carrier) was lost in the
Guadalupe river.

In testimony of all of which I have here
unto affixed my official Beal. Given
under my hand this 10th day of Qctober
A D 1844

David Horgan, Chief Justice
Bexar County

S5C. Election Heturns, Texas State Archives, Austin,
Texas. Date, 1844,
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One imporbant detall in Cooke's caresr 1s, so far,
missiﬁ that is when he met a certaln dark-eyed Spanish
lady with the burdensome name ol Angela ¥% de Jesus Blasa
Havarro. Angela was the daughter ef laucianc Navarro and
niece of José Antonio Navarro.

e closest we can come Lo a delinite date is some
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time before 1840. The carliest letter b
has survived is ef that year, and in 1t Cooke apsloglzes
for having asked her parents for her hand in marriage be-
fore having obitained her consent. Therefore the pre-
sumption is that they had been acguainted for some time.

-

The couple bsecame engaged some time before the Santa

Fe Expedition left Austin in the
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Thompson speaks of Cocke while & prisoner in Mewxilco as
beling engaged to JﬁSé Antonio Hevarrcls niece. Howsver,
the more significant fact of their marriage is of date of
August 16, 1844. The ceremony was performed by a Catholic

prriest by the name of M. Calve in the presence of ILuciano

5l. Eafffs

¢ License - Wm. G. Cooke and Angels
HYavarro - County Clerk?

ffice, Dexar County.
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Shortiy after the marriage--aboul a monthe--Cooke was
elected to the Texas Congress {the minth)} Yhether there
was any connection between the marriage and electlion is
impossible to determine positively; but it will be kept
in mind that the Havarro family was a force in Bexar
County politics at that time.

Put for some reascn hard to explain, Cooke resigned

as Congressman to accept a post in the executive branch of

Government--Secretary of War and Marine. The exact date

52

.

is a matter of guestion. L. W. lLemp says:

On March 31, 1845, Col. Cooke was appointed
Secretary of War and Marine of the Repub-
lic...

But a letter is at hand that seems to place the

A
appointment a little carlier.o"

Washington 15 HMHarch 1845
iy dear wife,
L arrived in this town on Sunday last with-
out accident and in excellent hesalth and have
entered upon the dutles of my office....

53. A. L. 8., Cocke, Wm. G. to nis wife, HMarch, 184E&.

Anyway he received the appointment to the office of

Secretary of War and Marine which corresponded in a rough
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way to the state office he later held--Ad jutant Genersl
of the State MNilitia.

Bat in thekmeahwhile, Jasé Antonio Navarro effected
his escape from mrison in ¥exico, where he had been ever
since the capture of the Santas Fe Expedition. Authorities
seem to vary slightly upon the details however. Accord-
ing %o Jose Antonio Navarro IT1I, grandson of the man in
question, he was paroled on December 138, 1844, and effected
his escape January 18, 1245, |

To be compared with this is a letter from ¥m. G. Cooke
te his wife dated Washington, 285th of August, 1845, in

1 )
which he states that Don Jese Antonio Navarro has at last

made hils escape from "his severe imprisonment at San Juan
84
L

64. A. L. S., ®m. G. Cooke to his wife, August 25, 1845.

Cooke éontinued in his office of Secretary of ¥War
and Marine until his appcocintment to the office of Adjutant
General of the State HMilitia on the 27th day of April, 184¢.
It is gquite interesting to note in one of his letters
dated Cctober 9th, 1845, that he says "the United States
troops will arrive here tmday.“'

The joint resolution of the United States Congress

proposing to annex Texas was not signed by Polk until
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: v o . ;
December 29, 18450, - Fresident Jones did not surrender

= Teyme vy + e
55. Banecroft, H. H.;, North Yexlcan Ciates and Texas,
7 T [ ey
'Slx Aod g éjo Qg{?w

1

his executive authority until February 19, 1846.°°

6. 1bid., p. 3383,

it is just a little p Tigure out what
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states troops were doing in Austin three to fiw

(4

United
months before amnexation.

The susters colonel, Willlam G. Cooke, was not to be
left without a son and heir. His letter of June 23, 184¢
written from Foint Isabel registers his reaation:é

it was with the most Jsyful feelings that

I received the intelligence turau”ﬁ rmy frisnd
Addiexs, of your safe u@ll?@fj of a fine bo

57. A, L. 8., Wm. G. Cooke to Angela Cooke, June 23, 18

The same source gives anm intimate touch in the faect that

his suggestion of a name for the baby was accepted withe-

. ” . . 58
out the slightest alteration--"William Havarro Jooke"."

58. BPBilly Cooke--~as ths son came to he callad--
lived to the ripe old age of eighty-eight years, par-
ticipated for years in local West Texas politics, and
left a large family of sons and daughters.

4

i

€.
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From the latter part of 1848 until well into the
vear 1847 little communication is at hand. Probabkly the
last letter Colconel Jooke ever wrote to his relatives was
penned Septewber 21st, 1847, in Austin. It was written
to hls brother James and contained guite a bit of en-
lightening information. His mother had died on the 24th
of May in Virginia without ever having seen her son,
William Gordon Cocke, since he left home for an adven-
turous and e*entfﬁi 1ife a dozen years before. One can
well imasgine the furious emotlons that ran riot in the
breast of the Texas Army Colenel upon sober raflection.

Becember 24, 1847, saw the paséiug I wWilliam G,
e home of his wife's father, Iuclano Navarro
at Seguin, Texas. Frank DPrown records in his annals of

. 59
rat he died of consumption.

esd

Travis County t

W

§

59. BPBrown, Frank, Anmnals of Travis County and of
the Clty of Austin, from the Harliest Times to the Close
of 1875, Chapter 13, p. 1lo.

He was buried in a cemetery Horth of Seguin at Geroniwmo,
and the exact spot was forgotten until discovered by
Vrg. HMax Wienert of Seguin in 1836. At his head was a

small stone bearing the following inscription:




"Here Lis The Rem

aing of Co. W. G. Cooke
One of the Bra%
Soldiers of Texas

Whno Died on the

24th of Dec. 1847

Ajacem Agul los
Restos del Col. W G
Gooke uno de los
Valerosas Soldados
De Texzge gulen (e)
Murio 8) 1 24 4
Diebre 4 V©/ 1847
Cooke'ls remains were taken up and re-interrsd at
Austin at three o'eloeck P. M., MNareh 2, 1937, with mil-
itary honors. Heo one wss aware that he was a Hason.
The most lasting honor done him was ths naming of

Cooke County in his memory.




CHAPTER VIII

BLIOGRAPHY

Manuscripts

The Coolke papers consist of private

business letiers, and offlcial docunments

handed down through the Cooke family from

ceneration. letters are in

manship, and are examples of good wrl

rect grammar. They are at the prssent t

property of Kalelgh Coocke,
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17142 South

The Army Papers of th

collection of corrsspondence, must
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orders, such othe epers

covering the period Ifrom 1836 to annexat

Family Bible

The family Bible was the prope

H

Cooke and his wife, Angela. It is ¢

rroperty of Robert Cocke,
Cooke, and contains the birth, marriage,

of the family.

Havarrs Hecords

Reecords of the family of
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11lism Gordon
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another grandson of Williem C.

and death records




Corsican, i1s kept by Jose Antonio Navarro III, grandson
! ,
of Jose Antonlo Navarreo I, who signed the Declaration of
] H . o N
Independence. The young Jose Antonio Havarro was kind

enough to furnish a complete record of the familly of

Cocke'ls wife, Angela Havarro.

Newspapers

san Antondo Ixpress, san Antonio Ixpress Publishing Co.,
San Antonio, Texas, Files, 1922-23.

ry of the North Nexican Statses

Banecreft, Hubert Howe, Hi:
and Texas, The Histo
188¢, Vol. II.

Brown

R
Frank,

f & > :
édStiﬁ w?&ﬂ the Earviiect Times o
&usti&, Texas.

d of the City ﬁf
the Close of lazﬁ

Chabot, Frederick C., San Antonio and Its Beginnings,
Artes Grafieass Printing Co.,, San Antonio, iexas, 1936.

De Shi@lﬁg, James T., Tall Men with Iong Rifles, The
Raylor Co., San Antonio, Texas, 1935.

Gammml H. P. H., Isws of 1@:&3} Austin, Texas, 1893.
¥endall, Gsorge Wilkins, Harrative of Santa Fe szeéitlan,

Villey and Putnem, 6 %dtarlaﬁ Place, London, 1P44
The Steck Company, Austin, Tuxas, 1835,

Thompson, Waddy, Recollections of My Experlences 1in lexieon,
Wiley ané Pultnam, Hew Jork o a E@ﬁjgu, 1846,

Wherton, C.R.,History of Texas, Turner Co., Dsllas, Texas,
183E.

prosthu

Yoakuu, H., History of Texas, The Steck fo., Austin, Texas,
1985, Vol, 1 and Vol. II.

i
ompany, Fublishers, San PFrancisco,




APPENDIX

Statement

of the lst Regiment of Infantry since its Organization
Janry 1839 as reguired by a resolution of the Hon¥ Congress
sdopted 14th Bec 1840 w - « = - ‘

LI ¢ 11

§94 te Reecruited L
13 31

e Ty

169 t Deserted 1t
11 3

LI 4 11

11 1 Apprehended te
117 $8

$? Tt

108 1 Wot Apprehended re
11 11

§ 1 i3

48 vy Honorably Discharged v
i1 i

11 t 7

7 1'% Dishonorably Dischargesd 1y
11 11

7T T

24 rt Died L
19 (]

71 T

13 e Killed '
13 11

L Shot by v

3 1 order of Genl Court 11
'y Martial ¥

71 T

1 1 Promoted vy

[ ] it

3 ¢ 1

465 T In Bervice L
1t at last return T

v Total ¥

€94 e numbered recruited and 7
11 accounted for '

H. HcLeod
Ad jutant & Inspr Genl
Texas Army




Cowy of Cosks's MHarriage License

Republic of Texas |
County of Bexar i

To any person legally authorlzed to solemnize
the rites of matrimony: Be 1t known that on the
16 day of August, A. D. 1844, License is granted
to any legally authorized person to join in the
bonds of matrimony Willlam G. Cooke with Angela
¥a de Jesus Blasa Navarro, beth parties of the
comnty afore said. In witness whereof I, Thomas
H. os. Addicks, Clerk of the county Court in and
for said county thereto set my official signa-
ture and seal at my office In the city of San
Antonio on the above written date.

Thos. H. os. Addicks, Clk.

I, the wmdersignsed Parish Priest of San Antonio
de Bexar, have joined in the bonds of Matrimony
Col. William G. Ceoke and Angela ¥a de Jesus
Blasa NHavarro in the presernce of Luciang Hawvarro,
Haphael de la Garza & c.

H. Calvo.
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Istter, Cocke to Wife, Angela, 184&

Camp near Point Isabel
June 23, 1846.

It wag witlh: the most Joyful feelings that
I received the intelligence through my friend
Addicks, of your safe delivery of a fine boy--
It has caused me great anxziety on your account
and the necessity of my absence from you at so
trying a time was truly unfortunate--However
the danger 1s now wassed and 1 am truly grate-
1l to our almighty father that 1t is so for a
boy was what I much desired and Addicks writes
me that he 1s truly a fine one-~ithat shall his
name be? & what do you think of ¥Willianm ¥avarro
Cooke~--That 1a my cholce but I leave it entire-
1y to you~-

#e arrived here about two weeks ago, since
which I have been teo Hatamorss, which you have.
learned before this is ocecupled by the Americansg--
Our army numbers about twelve bthousand and more
are arriving every #ay--L think in a very short
time we will take up the line of march for
Monterrey~--Hy health 1s exceedingly good and I

hink will continue so--HKy every care 1s for

you and 1f you could ve with me I should be

truly happy--1 will write you by every oppor-
tunity but smust now bring this to a close as

the persen who is to take charge of it is about
starting-~Eemember me with love and affection

to all the famlly--Xiss our dear little bey

for me and belleve me to be truly your affection-
ate husband.

Wm. O. Cooke
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Returns 2nd District
Western
29th Congress
2nd Session
Dec. 7 - '46 - Narch 3, 1847
Election kheld March 30, 184é&

County 'Timothy ‘'Joseph C.'Willlam 'Samuel M.'Thomas J.'Lewils
'Pilsberry!i¥egginson'G. Cooke:%illiams 'Green '
% 1 4 ? ¥
% L 1 ] ? H
Austin d 51 ! 11 § 5 ! 5 U ¥
H k4 1 1 ? ]
Bastrop ! &3 ! 1 ! 5 ! 12 ! 17 v
) 1 - H 1 tH
Bexar ! 37 ! 5 voo142 ! 58 t T2
. k| k ? H v § H
Brazoria 1 144 ¥ 1 ! 10 ¥ & ! 12 LR |
1 H 1 1 1 1
Colorado ‘! 28 1 & i 2 ! 2 ! 20 !
$ 1 i H H H
Fayette ! a7 t ¥ 5 t 8 ¥ 28 !
7 ¥ T ; ¥ B
Fort Bend 7 52 ! 9 ! & i 40 ! 5 L
$ 3 3 ? % H
Gelveston T 69 ¥ 7 1 ] ! ¢ i vy
2 § t ¥ 3
Goliad 4 ! 4 ! 25 1 1 L
H 1 k] EH 1 i
Gonzales ! 134 f 2 2 57 i b ! o2
H H $ H ] ¥
Jackson ! 2 ¥ ! 24 ! 22 ' T 48
H H H 1 ? H
¥Milanm ! 22 ! 4 t 12 ! b2 ' !
H 1 % H ¥ ?
Hontgomery' 87 ! 82 ! 13 ! 54 ! 2 t
H 1 H ) i
&Q.ﬂ ¥ 3 H i % ¥
Patricio 1 13 ' # &0 f 79 ! voa
H H } 1 ) % §
Victoria ! 78 ! 12 1 8 ' &4 ¢ 2 ¥
i H ¥ H k4 H
Washington' ! ! ! ! ! |
? % 1 1 H ]
1 3 ) 1 3 EH
? ) H 7 H H
Total ! 854 L 144 ¥ 378 ! 328 ! 35 LR35 |
? 1 H ? H ] ;
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Letter, Cocke to Brother James, 1847

Deay Brother/

I have just received your lstter of &@th Ulto
by which I learn that you 3id noi recelve an answer
from me to yours announcing the death ¢f our dear
mother—-1I reoelveﬁ it about the 20th of June and
answered 1t immediately, but our mall srrangements
in the state are sc¢ bad that it 1s s very uncer-
tain matter whether a letter sent by it will reach
its destination or not--The F. M. General has
trsated us with great neglect--Our papers from
Washington City are generally about one month on
the way--A very importent one from the war De-
partment {(calling for troops) was recently re-
ceived, six weeks after it was mailed at Washington.

The health of my wife and 1little boy is most

excellent. They returned home o short time since
having spent the summer at her father's farm about
50 miles from here--I was mysell afflicted with
a very severe and obstinate attack of ﬁ;arrh@ea
which 1 contracted on the Ric Grande, but hav
ent¢relj rﬂ@aVEeed-uue nave had a PGW& Kablj
hesalthy season--
The ﬁxfi@lai report of Seott's Vietories

ar the City of ?@ﬁAﬁP have Just i reen received
re--Though the losz on our side is Vvery Ccohi=-
derable 1t is noit so great i

»

l

&
i g I anticipated

t would be--I expected that the Hexicans would
have made a far more desperate effort to defend
theilr Capitol--8cott, I think, acted unwisely in
not following up his victory and not taken pos-
ssssion of the ¢ity before agreeing to an armis-
tice-~%e in Texas have had so much expsrience of
Hexican treachery in regard to thsir treaties
that we 4o not trust them--The ¥ have universally
broke them--Leitesrs were ?em»lv 2d yesterday by
the Governor from the officer commanding the
Texan trcopﬂ on our southwestern frontier stating
thet the Guerrillss were becoming very btrouble-
some &% that it was the impression That a general
rising of the HMHexican Population werdering on

the Rio Grande would shortly take place--He
applies for large reinforcements--The wild tribes

0

.8
i
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Ietter. L. W. Zemp to ¥rs. Max Weine rt, 1838

Cormission of Control
for Texae Centennisl Celebration

214 Westmoreland Ave.
ﬁeuwfﬂn, Texas
Yarch 5, 1836

Mrs. Hax ¥We
Seguin, Texas
Desr Mrs. Weinert,

You were no more thrilled in finding the
grave of ¥m. G. Cooke than I was in recelving
slegram. About four or five years 8g0

1.‘ 2

cemeteries In and &rsgﬁﬁ
roun found it
Gﬁemanue

uding the one
ahaly given up

Setegd

N
b

w7 ™
L. W BIID

Las Hoe
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Letter, Thurlow B. Weed to Mrs. Hex Weinert, 1937

Thurlow B, Weed
Funeral Home
Austin, Texas
Feb. 27, 1837

Mrs. ¥ax Weinert
Seguin, Texas

Dear H¥Mrs. Weinert,

I presume you have had a letter from
¥r. Eemp saying that the reburial service for
General William G. Cocke will take place at
the state cemetery at 3 P. #¥. Tuesday, Har. 2.
This will be a full military service, and we
hope that you will be able to attend. If we
can be of any service to you while you are here,
please call on us.

This morning L am in receipt of a letter
from Mrs. €. Williamson giving her consgent to
the removal of Hr. & Mrs. Thomas Jones Hardeman
to the state cemetery. ¥%We will advise you when
thls 1s done and when services will be held for
them.

Thanking you for your most valuable co-
operation in these matters, I am

Yours Sincerely
Thurlow B. Weed




Letter, Angela Cooke to Mary . Cooke {no date)

41 estimasda hermana,

¥e averguenzo do no haberle escrito a wvd
primero gue ahora pero la causa para que no 1lo
hiciera es gue vd. no entiende el Ispanol y yo
no puedo escrivir en ingles pero al alultimo
pense escrivirle como qulera gue sea pues £s
una satisfeccion para mi por que cumplo con
responder. La gue vd. me escrivio un ano pasado
pusg yo creo gue vd. tiene un wuen interprete
para este tiempo comoc vd. le dise al Sor.
Cooke en una de sus cartas que vd. le escrive
que unoc de los sobrinos de vd. esta aprendiendo
el Espanol. j

Yo espero que el hara muchos progresos ¥
entonces tendre cambio para escrivir s vd cada
corres pero despues de todo ml chiquito William
crese tan hermozo como su papa. =1 Sor. Cooke
dise que guando el nino tenga quatro anos lo
mandara a Virginia con su tia Mary H. Cooke a la
escuela y entonces yo no podre estar sin el
ehiquito Willlam, deceo ver a vd. y a su ladre
muy miacho ¥ demas familia pero creo gque no podre
ir a verlos por algunas sircustancias. Pero
youpienso que el mejor plan sera que vd. benga
a bernos. Le ruego sue me escuse la letra tan
mala pues estoy un poco enferma. UWo soy mas
larza en mi carta por ahora pero hay otra vez
sere me hara favor de darle mis cunglimientos
a su madre y hermanas de ml parte.

Pues soy su hermana gue deceo verla Angela
H. B. Cooke. )

¥y dear sister
should 1like to receive some of vours and be-

leve me your affectionately A. ¥. B.
Can you read Swanish? W. G. C.

et et

send some of my hair and some of little William.
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Letter concerning Government Ulaims
Austin ¥ovbr. 18th 12348

¥y dear Bir:

Your favor of the E23rd October, did not
reach here until the evening of Sunday last the
12th inst. and then at such a late hour as to
preclude an answer by that mail--

Mr., John James was in this place a few days
since, but returned to San Antonio befors [ re-
ceived your leiter--Not knowing whether 1t would
e your wish for me to Torward the papers you
mention, to him 2t San Antonic, or whether it
was your desire for him to have made some uss of
them here in the land oifice, I de not know how
to aet wnmless to retain the papers for [urther
instructions from you--as I do nmot like to irust
valuable papers like these to the maill unless
ordered so toc do. I trust by walting for further
orders from you, will not harm your intsrests,
but will meet with your sanction.--

Under date of October 1llth, lir. Underwood
my agent In Washington City, writes me as follows,

"I am afraid we shall not succeed in

getting ¥rs. Cooke's other claiwms

through--the Sescretary of War has

decided against 1t, and all othser

similar clalms. Still when Congress

asgembles, I will endeavor, through

Gen. Rusk, to show that this claim

stands on a different foobting from

those of the Adjutsnt Generals of the

016 States.'-- :

From these remarks of Mr. Underwood you
will percelve, that I camnnot hold out much en-
couragement to ¥rs. Cooke for the collecting of
her remeining claim against the Gensral Govern-
ment--All that can be done to obtain it, I know
Hr. Underwoed will do.--

I have paid Mrs. Cockes Taxes for this year,
and herewiith enclose you the receipts which you
wikl please hand to her.

I learn from ¥r. Bhaw, that Mr. James informed
him, that he had a memorandum of yours toc attend 1

L
|

to some business here, but that he had lost it.--
¥You will please present me kindly to your
daughters Mrs. Cooke & Miss Cecllia and believe me
: Truly Yours
Jas. H. Haymond

Inmelano Havarro EBsq. |
Seguin, Guadalupe Co. Texas '




Letter councerning Government Claims

Hra. Angela B Cooke

- My dear ¥Yadam--
I have just recelv
Underwood, in Washingtor
payment of your decease expenses ine-
curred by him in the sp in going to
and r@turnlng from Point Is l.-=Ir. Jnuerwood
writes to me that mele&pvcts verg soon to get
raid the account of i362.20 for Col. Cooke's
services in 1847 in organizing troops, and &lso
s
8

agent, Hr.
.00 for the

fﬂ
o

¥

i e in the belisf that he

that he 1s guite sans
will be able to gst nearly that amount allowed

s

alsc for Col. Cockel's szervices in 1B4€., This
last named account howevsr is not guite as well
supported Ly the necessary proof zs the other
account for services last year.--
Byerything that is in ¥r. TUnderwcodl's or in
wmy power shall bs done to get the payment of
every dellar that is so Justly due your deceased

partner.
Just before Col. Cooke left here for home,
I adwvanced tc him cut of the ?reaquﬂy $58.83
over and abﬂve the amt. of his pay up to the
time of his death -~whiech amt. Ize said was ac=
tually mece&sary for him o enable him to travel
home, on aceount of and for the benefit of his
health-~-and requested me tec pay myself the amt.
out of his claims which I had sent to Washington
for payment.--If it meets.....

o
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